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this  dfty  oonteini  tlie  death  of  the  R«i^Upheii  Allmi.  i 
the  Reetor  of  St  Mamret't  ohiirMb  th«  tdTMood 
age  of  98  jean.  This  higbhr  re0pM(ftble  elermian 
had  resided  in  the  parish  naarlv  60  yaati.  HefoUowed 
Dr.  Bagge  as  minister  of  St.  Margafftt's,  and  he  has  for- 
^frn  many  jeafs  enjoyed  the  estMm  and  respeet  of  i^ 
luge  cinb  of  friends,  as  weU  as  of  the  inhabimnta  of 
thisBcffovghgenerallr.  The  emolnmenta  deriTod  from 
this  ehnreh  tonsist  only  of  a  Tory  small  sum,  and  the 
nsnal  ehnith  fees ;  in  consideration  of  which  feot.  the , 
corporation  hare  for  very  many  Tears  paid  £200  from , 
their  funds  towards  the  support  ot  the  nunbter ;  but  out 
Qiihit  sum  a  curate  had  to  beprorided  for.  Mr.  iUlen 
was  reetor  of  Donghton  in  this  county,  and  also  of  a 
parish  in  Cambridgeshire,  the  former  of  which  living 
was  presented  to  him  by  the  late  Earl  of  Leieestor,-- 
then  Mr.  Coke,  a  gentleman  for  whom  the  deceased 
entertained  the  highest  regard,  and  of  whom  he  alwm 
spoke  with  the  most  evident  marks  of  pleasnre.  Mr. 
Allen's  opinion  upon  religious  as  wall  «s  political  sob- 
jects  WON  decidedly  liberal;  he  was  upon  temu  of  great 
intimacy  ftwith  Dr.  Xindsey,  Dr.  Parr,  the  kte  Bishop 
of  Norwich,  and  his  son,  the  Archdeacon  Bathurst.  and 
nCTcr  confined  his  friendship  within  the  dfcle  of  the 
church,  bat  was  also  well  acqnainted  with  the  Barda.^ 
Belsham»  Richards,  (of  Lvnd)  and  Aspland  of  London, 
as  well  as  other  men  of  his  day,  disdngnkhed  for  thdr 
liberal  opinions.  During  the  pariiamentsry  dtsenssioa 
upon  the  su^eot  of  Catholic  Emancipation  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century,  Mr.  Allen  preached  and  printed 
a  sermon,  in  which  hedaimed  for  his  CafiioUo brethren 
a  liber^,  which  >brly  years  afterwards  was  granted 
them.  (See  note)  And  notwithstanding  all  the  great 
dianges  which  have  taken  place  in  tnia  BorMgh, 
through  a  loog  series  of  yean,  Mr.  A.  matetained  a 
steady  consistency,  and  was  evec  the  adtocsta  of  Uberal 
sentiments,  a  sure  proof  that  his  course  of  action  wa^ 
the  result  of  genuine  principle.  Twenty  yean  ago  this 
worthT  clergyman  stated  it  to  be  liis  intention  ta  retire 
from  tne  pulpit,  the  tone  of  his  voice  not  being  suA- 
dentl V  distinct  for  so  larga  a  church ;  and  when  he 
preached  his  fiurewell  sermon  he  selected  for  his  text 
the  10th  verse  of  the  90th  Psalm,  a  passage  peculiarlv 
adapted  to  his  own  case,  he  being  then  in  his  ttvontieth  i 
year.  Several  of  his  friends  upon  this  occasion,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  piece  of  plate,  as  a  mark  of  tnaiT 
esteem  for  his  loog  continued  services.  He  was  a  cler- 
gyman of  the  old  school  without  their  prejudices,  and 
whenever  he  was  seen  in  the  street,  whidi,  until  within 
the  last  two  yean  of  his  life,  notwithstanding  his  ad- 
vanced age,  was  not  unfrvqueot  during  fine  weather, 
the  most  marked  respect  was  shown  him.  Mr  Allen 
was  strictly  'an  educationist,  and  to  his  honor  was, 
though  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Lanoasterian  (since 
made  national)  School,  also  one  of  the  foremost  donon 
and  subseribcrs  to  the  Lynn  British  Schools,  and  during 
the  pre§ent  month,  the  writer  of  this  notice,  viiited 
him,  at  hit  reqmtt.  for  the  purpose  of  rseeirinff  his 
annual  subscription  for  the  year  184J— a  payment,  which 
was  probably  the  ' 
purpose. 
*♦*  Whilst  writing 

written  by  Lord  George , 

of  this  town,  in  the  vear  1S29,  referring  to  this  sermon  ,| 
a  copy  of  which  had  been  sent  to  his  Lordship  by  Mr.i 
Keed,  fo^rty  yean  after  its  publication.  As  this  letter; 
contains  some  allusions  to  toe  state  of  Ireland,  at  that' 
time  (1829,)  and  the  opinions  then  entertained  by  his 
lo«dship,  we  have  been  uiged  to  publish  the  following 
extract :  and  though  the  sentiments  will  be  found  to 
coincide  more  frilly  with  thoee  held  by  hit  I^fdship^ 
opponenti,  rathes  than  vdth  his  snppmtais^  jet  -^r 
have  good  reason  to  know  that  they  are  yet  held  by 
him,  he  being  an  advocate  for  endowing  the  Eoman 
Catholics  themselves,  as  stated  to  one  deputation  upon 
the  Maynooth  oontroversv.  After  eulogislnff  the  ser- 
mon his  lordship  says,  **  If  there  had  livtd  for^  yean 
ago,  many  such  men  as  Mr.  Stephen  AHen,  Ireland 
would  not  have  continued  till  now  ta  her  preeent 
fbrutalised  condition.  For  forty  sucoessiva  years, 
I  ruined  Ireland  would  not  have  required  90,000  nmn  to 
keep  her  down,  instead  of  standing  out  as  tha  right 
arm  of  England,  at  once  her  best  protection,  and  her 
wealthiestdependen^.  If  note  there  were  many  such 
men  as  your  venerable  friend,  England  would  not  be 
as  she  now  is,  fenned  into  a  flame  of  alarm,  blended 
with  bigotry,  and  a  half  inclination  to  vengeance. 
Lynn  is  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  Allen,  and  I  oiOfimvii  ^  ^ 
he  had  not  been  now  eontent  with  the  publication,  bnt^ 
luu)  vmiMtod  the  deliverv  from  the  nuloit  of  this  admi-" 
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VTith  occmsional  remarkft  on  such  national  occurrcuces  as  may  terre  to 
docidate  the  real  state  of  the  town,  or  the  manners,  character^ 
And  condition  of  the  inhabitants  at  different  perio 
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A  COPIOUS  INTRODUCTORY  /cCOUNT^  '$ 
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Situation^  Harbour,  Rivers,  Inland  Trade  and\Napt^iitiQJtmSb/ 
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OF 

Whaierer  is  most  remarkable,  memorable,  or  interesting, /in  other 
parts  of  the  adjacent  country. 

IN   TWO   VOLUMES. 

BY  WILLIAM  RICHARDS,  M.  A. 

Honorary  memler  <ifthe  Pennsyhania  Society,  for  prqmoting  the  Abolition 
</*  Slavery,  and  the  relief  qf/ree  Negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage, 
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Materials  for  a  history  of   Lynii  have  beea 
OQllected  as  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Charles  1 1, 
by  GUj/boh  Godddrd,  then  recorder  of  this  town^ 
and  brother-in-law  of  Sir  William  Dugdale.     At 
bis  death,  which  happened^  if  we  are  not  mista- 
ken^ about  1677,   those  inaterials  came  into  the 
possession  of  his  ^ori   Tho.  Goddard  Esq ;  from 
whom  our  Corpdralion  soon  after  endeavoured  to 
obtaiii  th^m ;  but  we  cannot  learn  that  they  thea 
succeeded;  rior  does  it  appear  that  they  ever 
came  into  their  hands.     What  became  of  them^ 
whethei^  still  in  being  oi-  not^    we  have  never  4J^^fvn«^ 
been  able  to  team :  and  it  is  presumed  that  all  the         #KtJ  ^ 
present  members  of  our  body  corporate  are  equal«        ^^  ^"^y^y^f  %  • 
ly  uninformefd.  see  p.  821,  ^  ^ 

About  forty  years  after  the  death   of  Guy  boa  ]H^%fY" 

Goddard,  ant>^her  attempt  was  made  to  produce 
or  compile  a  hi&(tory  of  this  town,  by  a  nameless 
person,  but  evidently  a  leal'ned,  ingenious,  and 
industrious  man.  Unfortunately  his  attention 
ilrat  chiefly  engaged  about  the  churches^  and  es^ 
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peciaily  tlie  moninxrents  and  monumental  inscrip- 
tions which  they  contained.  These  he  took  no 
small  pains  with^  and  made  fair  drawings  of  most 
of  thenK  This^  work  he  carefully  arranged,  and 
lairly  wrote  out.  It  forms  a  modeiate  folio  volume^ 
and  is  now  iatbe  possession,  or  at  least  in  the 
hands,  of  Mr:  Thomas^  King  of  this  town,  for 
we  are  informed  that  Dr^  Adams  is  the  real  own- 
er of  it.  There  are  at  the  end  of  it  some  curious 
documents  relating  to  divers  ancient  customs  and 
occurrences,  of  which  the  compiler  of  the  present 
history  has  in  some  measure  availed  himself.  The 
Volume  was  finished  in  17^^,  and  the  author^  it 
tieems,  died  sooa  after* 

WitWn  a  few  years  after  Ms  death^the  work 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  B.  Mackercll,  who^ 
after  making  a  few  paltry  additions  to  it,  actually: 
published  the  greatest  part  of  it  verbatim  under 
his  own  name,  and  it  constitutes  the  bulk  of  that 
Yolume  which  has  eversinee  been  called.  Mack- 
ereWs  History  of  Lynn.  This  act  or  achieve- 
ment is  disreputable  to  Mackerell's  memory.;  but 
the  plagiarism  has  been  scarcely  known  or  notic- 
ed till  now.  He  makes,  in  his  preface,  some 
slight  obscure  mention  of  the  MS.  but  deigns  not 
to  tell  the  author's  name,  thou^  it  must  have 
been  well  known  to  him.  He  also  boasts  of  his 
having  had  free  access  to  the  town-reeords,  and 
having  '^diligently  searched  and  perused  them,  foe 
a  considerable  time  together/'  For  aught  we 
kuow^this  may  be  all  very  tm^i  but  if  it  be  so.,  h^ 
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must  have  laboured  to  very  small  puipose^  as  all 
the  discoveries  he  has  been  able  to  make  amount 
to  very  little^  and  may  be  comprised  witbiaa  \ery 
narrow  compass. 

Par/cm  also,  in  hisi^orainuationof  Bloomfield's 
History  of  M)rf oik,    and  in  his   Topography  of 
Freebrid^e  Hundred  and  Half,  has  published  a 
history  of  Lynn,  of  above  fifty  large  folio  pages. 
It  is  in  few  hands,  and  little  known;  and  though  it 
contains    much   useful  information,     (very    ili 
iarrano^ed,)  it  has  no  pretension  to  the  character 
of  a  complete  history  of  the  town.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  what  has  since  appeared,  an  the  octavo 
history  of  Norfolk  published  at  Norwich,  and, 
more  recently,  in  tlie  Norfolk  Tour,and  the  Beau- 
ties of  England;  the  former  from  the  pen  of  Mn 
Beatniffe^  and  the  latter  from  that  of  Mr.  Britton. 
All  these  are  mere  Epitomes,    and  never  fail  to 
excite  in  their  readers  a  wish  to  seea  more  copious 
and  complete  history  of  the  place.      Such  a  wish 
has  been  often  and  very  generally  expressed;  and 
some  years  ago,  a  young  man,  of  the  name  of  De- 
lamore,  offered  to  gratify  it,  and  supply  this  de* 
ficiency  and  lack  of  service.,   He  accordingly  cir- 
culated printed  proposals  for  publishing,  by  sub* 
scription  ,  a  larger  account  of  the  town  than  any 
that  had  yet  appeared.      But  not  meeting  with 
sufficient  encouragement,  he  dropt  the  design, 
and  soon  after  quiUed  this  vicinity.     What  ma- 
terials he  possessed,    or  how  competent  he  was 
for  the  undertaking,  the  present  writer  is  notabk 
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(p  say.     But  it  is  very  clear  that  the  public 
ivere  not  disposed  to  favour  his  proposal. 

Fdt  some  years  after  the  last  mentioned  occtn*- 
rence,  there  was  no  talk  or^expectation  of  a  ne\f 
)irstory  of  Lynn.  But  somewhat  more  than  se- 
ven years  ago,  a  sudden  and  severe  domestic  af- 
fliction (from  the  effects  of  which  he  has  never  re- 
covered) obliged  the  present  writer  to  seek  in  soli- 
tude some  alleviation  of  his  sorrow,  which  he  des- 
paired of  finding  in  the  way  of  social  intercourse^ 
andeven  found  himself  incapable  of  attempting  it^ 
without  offering  unbearable  violence  to  nis  feel- 
ings. Thus  shut  up  in  retirement,  and  buried  a- 
inong  books,  he  tried  to  beguile  his  melancholy, 
by  forming  and  pursuing  ceitain  liteiary  pro- 
jects; among  which  was  an  ecclesiastical  history 
of  Wales  J  which  had  often  before  emplo3ed  his 
thoughts;  and  likewise  a  general  history  ^fLynn, 
which  has  been  his  place  of  residence  now  neer 
forty  years^  and  whose  history  had  also,  not  un- 
frequently,  engaged  his  attention.  In  both  these 
works  he  made  some  progress;  which  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  friends,  they  urged  him 
to  publish,  but  they  were  not  agreed  which  should 
be  published  first :  some  called  for  the  former 
work,  of  which  some  hundreds  of  copies  were  soon 
subscribed  for  ;  others  advised  him  to  complete 
and  publish  the.  History  of  Lynn  first,  and  these 
prevailed-r-it  being  more  convenient  for  him  just 
then  to  attend  to  this  than  to  the  other.'An  agree-  ^ 
toent  was  consequently  made  with  one  of  the  book- 
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Hi 
4ie11ers  for  fts  publication ;    and  the  public  manU 
fested  a  disposition  to  encourage  the  undertaking, 

When  the  yfork  was  spnt  to  the  press,  it  was 
fiilly  intended  that  it  should  all  be  comprised  io 
pne  volume ;  and  this  intentipn  was  persisted  in, 
till  7  or  800  pages  bad  been  printed  off.  By 
that  time  the  author  hftd  received  a  large  and  un- 
expected quantity  of  new  m^tter^  much  of  it  very 
curious  and  interesting,  v^hi^^h  many  of  his  subr 
fcribers  wished  him  to  make  use  of  and  insert. 
He  was  therefore  ipduced  find  constrained  to  de- 
part from  his  original  design,  and  extend  the  worl^ 
to  two  volumes.  But  as  it  was ~^ then  too  late' to 
|iave  the  pages  numbered  accordingly,  they  were 
of  course  continued  in  a  regular  series  through 
both  volumes,  so  as  to  amount  in  all  to  i^bove 
1200. 

The  enlargement  or  extension  of  the  work,  be- 
yond the  original  design,  has  occasioned  some  de- 
rangement of  the  author's  first  plan,  so  as  to  give 
the  latter  part  of  the  work  somewhat  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  disorder  and  confusion  ;  which  the 
author  sincerely  regrets,  but  it  was  perhaps  un- 
avoidable, as  the  case  stood.  Had  he  possessed  at 
first  all  the  materials  he  has  since  obtained,  he 
flatters  himself  that  the  task  he  undertook  had 
been  much  better  executed.  Some  of  the  latter 
or  lately  received  documents  were  found  to  cast 
f  new  light  on  divers  f^cts  previously  stated,  so 
as  to  convinca  tha  author  that  he  had  been  i^  s^- 
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Ireral  instances  mistaken.  He  therefore  neveV 
failed  to  seize  the  earliest  oppoiluniiy  to  rectify 
those  mistakes ;  for  he  was  fully  resolved  to  make 
his  history  the  ve  icie  of  truths  as  far  as  it  lay  in 
his  power.  Of  this  he  thinks  he  has  given  fre- 
quent proofe.  Yet  even  this  very  practice,  of  rec- 
tifying, without  loss  of  time,  any  mis»takes  which 
he  found  be  had  previously  fallen  into,  will  prob- 
ably be  classed,  by  some,  among  the  defects  of  this 
performance.  Be  it  so.  He  is  more  desirous  of 
being  classed  among  honest  men,  and  lovers  of 
truth,  than  among  polished  writers^  or  metho- 
dical and  elegant  historians. 

As  to  the  CaiTics,  annual,  and  quarterly,  as 
well  as  monthly,  he  has  but  little  to  say  to  them. 
He  is  very  sensible  of  the  defects  of  the  work ; 
many  of  which  however  were  unavoidable,  in 
existing  circumstances,  or  in  a  first  attempt  like 
his,  where  many  of  the  necessary  materials  were 
not  in  \\\%  possession,  or  at  his  command,  and  seem- 
ed for  a  long  while  unobtainable.  Should  the  work 
come  before  their  high  tribunal,  he  asks  no  fa- 
vour. They  will  doubtless  see  in  it  many  defects, 
but  not  more  perhaps  than  he  is  himself  consci- 
ous of.  They  are  welcome  however  to  be  as  se- 
vere as  they  please,  provided  they  deal  foirly,  or 
with  reason  and  justice.  It  may  be  less  cruel  to 
exercise  their  severity  here,  than  upon  some  young 
authors,  who  are  in  quest  of,  and  panting  for  po- 
pular applause,  or  literary  fame;  neither  of  which 
has  ever  been  sought  for  by  the  present  writer. 
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Vbe  work  being  now  finished^  after  msny  mi-* 
foreseen  delays^  the  author  respectfully  submits  it 
to  the  examination  and  judgment  of  the  candid 
and  intelligent  reader^  by  whom^  he  doubts  not^ 
both  its  merits  and  demerits  will  be  rightly  esti- 
mated. Whatever  may  be  said  or  thought  of  the 
fxecution,  he  thinks  it  must  be  admitted^  that 
there  is  here  brought  together  such  a  mass  of  in-^ 
teresting  information  relating  to  this  town^  as  few 
people  coald  have  expected-to  see^  vyhen  thede* 
sign  of  this  publication  was  first  advertised.  So 
that  there  may  now  be  obtained  as  much  know- 
ledge of  the  ancient  and  modern  affairs  of  this 
town,  as  of  most  towns  in  the  county,  or  in  the  king- 
dom. He  regrets  that  so  many  typographical  er- 
rors escaped  him  in  revising  the  sheets;  the  chief 
of  which  he  has  now  pointed  out,  in  a  table  of  errata^ 
(which  will  be  found  in  each  volume,)  by  the  di- 
rection of  which  he  requests  the  subscribers 
forthwith  to  correct  the  reading. 

It  may  have  been  expected,  that  thrs  work 
would  contain  a  list  of  our  mcnfors;  but  as  no 
such  Ibt  was  known  of,  that  might  be  depended 
vpon  for  its  correctness,  it  has  been  omitted :  nor 
did  it  seem  to  be  at  all  material,  unless  it  had  al- 
to beea  accompan  ied  with  lists  of  the  recorders, 
and  other  functionaries,  which  appeared  unob- 
tainable.— It  was  intended  to  add  an  alphabet^ 
ical  Index  ;.  but  as  it  would  take  up  some  time, 
and  increase  top  much  the  size  of  the  concluding 
Rumber,  (already  almost  three  times  as  large  a» 
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any  of  the  others,)  the  design  was  given  up.  The 
Table  of  contents,  it  is  hoped,  will  supply,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  want  of  an  index.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  the  work  is  now  left  to  take  its  chance 
and  make  its  own  way  in  the  world — the  author 
Consoling  himself  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
fitithfully  and  honestly  performed  the  task  he  had 
undertaken. 

J^n,  July,  1812. 
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tad  parts  adjacent .....v... 15 

SECT.  4.  Effects  on  Lynn  and  its  harbour  and  navigation, of  Che  great 
Mcessioo  of  fresh  waters  in  the  reign  of  ^enry  111 22 
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pAvr  II.  Or  THE  otiom  axvd  antiquitt  or  lth n ,  with  a  skbtch  ot 
m  Busoar  9MOU  lU  nasr  bisb  to  the  morman  com  quest* 
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fOf  He  reUgioue  prqfessifin  qf  the  frft  Anglian  inhalUants  qf  Lynnrr^ 
Jheir  renouncing  heatfieniemt  and  assuming  the  christian  name  > Recount 
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country  further  eharacterized^-whether  very  materially  improTed  during 
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^ioitelf  vanquished  and  slain»  which  plaeec  the  conqueror  on  the  En^* 
Twh  throne  without  further  struggle,  through  t^e  defection  and  machi- 
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ft  NonilAllS  IK  EnGLAHD  TOTBB  REFORMATION. 
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brance .....3T4 

CHAP.  IV. 
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ture of  those  instiuitiont-^very  common  in  the  country  before  i^e  re* 
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■ketch  of  that  leligiout  order..... , 1 .469 
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•SECT-  3.  Account  of  the  convent  of  the  FrandtfiaM,  Friare  Idioon^ 
or  Grey  Friars,  with  a  sketch  pftb^t  order.. 496 
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<?HAP.  VH. 
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CONTENDS. 

OF  TffE  SECOND  VOLVMM. 

I^AET  IV.   FkoM  THB  E'EFftRMATlON  TO  THB  tfittttft   tliHL 

GHAP.  L 
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HISTORY  OF  JLYNN. 


PART  L 


INTRODUCTION. 


CHAP.  1.  Siteof  Lynn— Account  of  iu  harbour,  and  that  of  Wis* 
Wach— Ancient  and  present  tUte  of  its  liYers— Inland  NaYigation— 
Draina^— pK^ects  of  iroprovementF— State  of  its  shipping,  comoMrcey 
and  population^  at  different  periods. 

Sectiox  I.  Situation  of  the  town — its  distance  from 
theseoy  Src.^ils  harbour-driver  Ouse  and  its  tributary 
streams, 

LYNN  is  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  Matrsbland^ 
and  d*  the  Great  Level,  or  Fen  Country,  about  ISmUesr 
from  the  Sea,  42  from  Norwich,  46  from  Cambridge, 
and  98  from  London.  *  It  stands  partly  on  each  side  of 
the  Onse,  but  chietfy  on  its  eastern  banks;  though  it  is 
supposed  to  have  stood  originally  all  on  the  opposite 
shore,  and  hence  that  part  of  it  is  still  called  Old  Lyrm. 

A 

•  The  exact  situation  of  Lynn,  as  to  its  Latitude  and  Longitude^ 
has  been  ascertained  with  the  utmost  accuracy  by  Mr.  Walker.  He 
iiUbrms  the  author,  that  the  Latitude  of  St.  Nicholas*  Chapel,  in  thia 
tovn,  deduced  from  obsenrations  with  a  mural  circle  made  by  Mr. 
TroQghton,  is  52d.  43m.'  2b%^  North ;  and  iu  Longitude,  by  Chro- 
aome;ers,  Ira.  3H,  in  time,  East  of  Greenwich. 
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2  Bl»TOBY    OP^YNW. 

The  Haven  or  Harbour  is  capacious,  but  the  entrance 
to  it  is  accounted  somewhat  difficult,  and  even  dangerous, 
owing  to.Qie  nmmerout  sandbanks,  and  the  frequent 
shiftings  of  the  channel,  occasioned  by  the  loose  and 
light  nature  of  the  sandy  and  silty  soil  at  Uie  bottom. 
On  which  account  it  is  not  deemed  safe  for  ships  to  go 
in  or  out  without  pilots,  who  are,  or  ought  always  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  variatioi^s  and  actual  state  of 
the  channel.  In  the  ages  preceeding  the  13th  century 
this  harbour,  compared  with  its  present  width,  is  said 
to  have  been  very  narrow,  being  only  a  few  perches 
over,  though  its  depth  of  water  was  then,  probably,  no 
less,  if  not  greater  than  it  is  at  present. 

The  Ouse  over  against  the  town,  k  reckoned  about  a3 
wide  as  the  Thames  above  London  Bridge.  Its  name 
18  evidently  of  British  origin,  *  and  corresponds  with 
tkfme  of  several  others  of  our  rivers;  such  as  the  Usky 
Esky  Exy  Isis,  Sfc.  The  word  signifies,  2l  streamy  or 
X  the  riv^y  by  w?^  of  eadnence.  It  is  called  the  great 
Ous€y  to  distinguish  it  from  that  called  the  Utile  or  lesser 
Ousey  which  is  now  one  of  its  tributary  streams,  and 
^ns  it  some  way  below  Elt/y  thougb  it  bid  formerly 
no  connection  with  it.  It  is  also  called  the  eastern  Ouscy 
to  distinguish  it  fnom  the  northemy  or  Yorkshire  river  of 
the  same  name. 

As  Lynn  owes  most  of  its  consequence  to  this  river, 
which  forms  its  communication  with  the  sea,  and  gives 
it  so  great  an  extent  of  inland  navigation,  and  conse- 

*  The  originali  or  British  nam?  may  pretty  safely  be  concluded  to 
have  baen  ^igj  or  Guyig. 
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^anlly  such  a  vast  commerml  intercourse  tvilh  tlie  iHKw 
fiot- parts  of  the  country  5  it  will  not  be  improper  hcte  to 
prire  softie  account  of  it,  togetlier  whh  its  principal 
bnmches,  or  those  tributary  streams  vfhkk  render  it  ^o 
conaderaMe  among'the  BHtish  navigable  rivtv^, 

r 

KinderUjff  many  years  ago,  has  given  the  foDowing 
account  of  this  river  and  its  several  branches:  ^*  The 
Ouse  (says  he)  fbrmcrly  Usu  or  Isa^  irhich  is  the  mosi 
finnous  of  all  the  rivers  that  pass  through  this  Level,- 
has  Us  original  head  on  a  gcntie  rising  grotmd  full  of 
springs,  under  Sisam  in  Northamptonshire,  5i  miles 
from  Erith  bridge,  at  which  place  it  first  touches  the 
ble  of  Ely.  ftfaib  by  Bracklcy,  Buoldngham,  New* 
port  f^igncl,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  and  St.  Ives,  to 
Erith,  and  soon  till  it  comes  to  Lynn,  It  has  5  rivers 
emptying  themselves  into  it,  beside  many  brooks  and 
Tills;  Gfontj  3fildcnhalt,  Brandbn^  ^toh^^  and  tli6 
river  Lame^  or  Sandringham  Ea  [otherwise  Nare.'\ 
which  rises  under  Lycham,  and  comes  by  Castleacre, 
Narford,  and  Sechy."  [He  omits  the  iVeire,  which  surcly 
he  ought  to  have  mentioned.]  Afterward  he  adds,  That 
the  Ouse  by  its  situation,  and  having  so  many  navigabfc 
fivers  falling  into  it  from  eight  several  counties,  docs 
Oierdbre  affim)  a  great  advantage  to  trade  and  conunerce, 
since  hereby  two  cities,  and  several  great  towns  are  there- 
in served;  as  Pcterbororough,  Ely,  Stamford,  Bedford, 
St,  Ives,  Huntiiigdoir,  St.  Neots,  Northampton,  Cam^ 
bridge.  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Tbetford,  &:c.  with  all 
sorts  of  heavy  conmiodities  from  Lyrai,  as  Coals,  Salt, 
Orals,  Fir-timber,  Iron,  Pitch,  Tar^  and  Wine,  thi* 

A  2 
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(kat  imported;  and firom  these  parts  gieat  quantities  o( 
Wheat,  Rye,  Coleseed,  Barley,  &c.  axe  brought  down 
these  iiT^rs,  ivhereby  a  great  foreign  and  inkuid  trada 
is  carried  on,  and  the  iNreed  of  seamen  is  increased.  The 
P<Mrt  ofLynn  supplies  nrconnlieswhc^y,  and  three  in 
part/* 

But  <^the  Ouse  and  the  other  Lynn  riTers^  no  one, 
perhaps,  has  giyen  so  full  ^nd  so  good  an  account  as  Mr. 
Skrincy  in  his  general  account  of  the  british  rivers,  <fThe 
Ouse  (he  says,)  traverses  a  very  considerable  part  of  tbr 
Midland  counties  of  England,  rising  in  two  branches, 
not  fiur  firom  Brackley  and  Tovrcester  on  the  bordef:^  of 
Northamptonshire  and  Oxfordshire,  fipom  valence  its 
course  is  eastward,  alittk  inclined  to  the  north,  thropgh 
Buckinghamdiire,  joined  at  Newport  Pagnel  by  a  small 
rtream  &om  Ivinghoe  in  the  south;  to  reach  Bedfimd  it 
descends  by  i{)any  wuidings  toward  the  south,  and  then 
joined  by  the  ffyee  firom  Wobum,  and  the  Ivcl  jprom 
Biggleswade,  it  pursues  its  original  direction  (o  Hun- 
tingdon,  w^ere  a  combination  of  streams  firom  the  south- 
west contributes  to  its  increase.  From  thence  it  pfisses 
nearly  eastward  through  the  centre  of  the  F^  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire, where  it  receives  the  Cam  near  Ely  frpm 
the  soutii-west,  and  afterwards  the  lesser  Ouse  firom 
Woolpit  and  Ixworth  in  the  south-east,  joined  by  i^be 
Z/orAe  firom  Bury  St.  Edmunds;  it  then  incline^  moi^ 
and  more  to  the  north,  till  it  falls  into  the  great  Gulph 
of  the  sea  between  the  projecting  coasts  of  NorfoUcimd 
Lincolnshire,  beneath  the  walls  of  Lynn  R^is," 

The  Oiise  is  generally  a  stagnant  stream,  neither  giviQg 
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nor  receiving  much  beauty  in  all  thegp^t  tract  thioiigb 
which  it  posses^  Its  course  is  uiiiformly  dull  and  UAtm* 
portant  to  Bjuckingham ;  nor  is  it  at  all  an  object  from 
the  pt'mc^j  territory  dSiowcy  vihifk  abounds  in  grand 
scenes  and  l^uildiifgs*'' 

This  river  "docs  not  improve  much/*  (he  further  ob- 
serves) ^<as  it  traverses  the  plain  counties  of  Bedford 
and  Huntingdcm,  though  it  adds  some  consequence  to 
their  capitals,  being  there  navigable;  at  St.  Ives  it 
sinks  into  those  .great  marshes  ivhlch  abound  on  this 
part  of  the  eastern  coast?  through  Norfolk,  Huntiqgdonr 
shire,  Cambridgeshire,  Northamptonshire  and  Linpoln* 
shire/' 

The  Ilj/ee  which  meets  it  $  little  l^low  Bedford^ 
passes  near  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  noble  domain  at 
IVobura  Abbey,  and  the  Ivel  flows  northward  to  it 
through  a  dull  uninteresting  tract  of  country. 

The  Cam  is  composed  of  two  branches,  one  of  which 
rises  on  the  borders  of  Bedfordshire,  and  unites  with 
the  other,  which  bears  the  classic  mune  of  Grqntay  flow** 
ing  from  the  confines  of  £sse:ic,  thrppgh  the  highly  orr 
namented  grounds  of  Audley  End.  They  unite  near 
Cambridge,  and  then  run  nearl  v  eastward  till  the  Ouse 
receives  them,  a  little  way  from  Ely. 

The  Cam  receives  no  small  portion  of  beauty  from 
the  academical  shades  of  Cambridge,  being  crossed  by 
bridges  from  most  of  the  principal  Colleges,  whose  gar- 
dens join  the  public  walks  on  its  bankF,  which  are  finely 
pinned  and  laid  out.     The  stream  itself  is  hut  stagnant 
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and  raudd J,  yet  it  adds  somdhing  to  the  peculiar  traits 
of  the  landscape,  with  the  several  stone  bridges;  nor  do 
the  fronts  <^the  colleges,  as  they  appear  in  succession, 
Intetmixed  with  thick  groves,  any  where  shew  them- 
selves  to  such  advantage.  The  Area  in  fnmt  of  Clare 
Hall^  and  the  new  building  of  King's  CoU^re,  with  its 
fup^b  chapel,  matchless  in  that  q)ecies  of  Gothic  Arch<i 
itecture  which  has  been  called  ^Hhe  im^raved^^^  exhibit 
one  of  the  most  striking  displays  in  England.  Soon  af- 
terward the  Cam  sink§  into  the  Fens,  where  the  proud 
pile  and  towers  of  Ely  Cathedral  appear  finely  elevated 
over  the  level,  just  above  the  junction  of  the  Cam  and 
the  Ouse. 

A  dreary  tract  of  Marsh  accompames  these  united 
rivers  to  Downham  in  Norfolk ;  nor  docs  the  country 
much  improve  afterwards,  but  the  channel  becomes  ve- 
ry considerable,  and  the  exit  of  these  rivers  is  splendid, 
where  the  flourisliing  \yyTt  and  great  trade  of  Lynn  pre- 
sent a  crood  of  vesseb. " 

To  the  above  account  by  Skrihc,  whioh  is  but  imper- 
fect, other  rivers  might  be  added,  which  join  the 
Ouse  in  the  latter  part  of  its  progress,  and  which  ouglit 
not  to  be  left  hete  unnoticed ;  as  the  Nene^ '  from  Peter-^ 
borough,  Whittlcsea,  and  March;  the  Wisse^  or  Win* 
soriy  from  Stoke,  and  the  Lenne  or  Nare^  from  Nar- 
borough  and  Sechhithe.  The  former,  a  large  branch 
of  which  joins  the  Ouse  at  Sailer's  Lode,  is  a  Northamp- 
tonshire river,  and  rises  near  Catesby,  under  Anby 
Kill,  in  that  county,  and  making  Northampton  in  its 
way,  passes  from  theqce  to  Wellingborough,  and  along 
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tiyltigtiiQA  Ferrers^  Thrapston^  Oundley  Walmsford 
or  Waiide$fin<dy  Cdrtaor,  Peterborougk^  Whitttesea^ 
Hard^-aad  Oft  tc>8alM^s  Lode  aad  Lynn.  The  Wis« 
-aqr  er  Winsdn  rises  in  Ae  neighboarhood  of  Necton 
and  nradenham^  In  Norfolk^  and  running  by  Pick- 
in^liiam,  Crewringhani,  Ikborough,  Northwould,  Stoke, 
aad  Heig^jy  entas  the  Oane  some  imy  above  Down* 
ham.  The  Lame  oi  Nare,  othenrise  Sandni^haai 
.Ea,  isaboa  Noifiilfc:  nmtf  ifhtck  after  nimnng  by 
LitchaiB>  Lexham^  GiMileacve^  Westacre^  Naifiwdy 
NarboroBgh^  FeaCnej,  and  Secbhitfae  enters  the  Onse 
attheSoi^qrnpperendof  thetowA  of  Lynn.  It  is 
a  narrow,  but  in  seme  pilaoes  a  deep-  and  rapid  river, 
and  navigable  a  good  way  into  thecomtiy;  b«t  has 
no  very  bcautiftd  m  stnkiBg  seenflries  any  wheie  upon 
orneiff  its banfca.  %  likeaU  tkeriyeisof  tfaklow,  fiat, 
and  dull  cwntry,  it  Jireseafts  nothing  that  canbe  caBed 
steiking  or  very  lemaihable,  nidess  it  be,  a  perpetual 
B,  MuntfosBuiy  ofduUnffiei 


%  Ezccf  ty  petlu|p<>  abqat  Castleacrt. 
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SECtiON  2.  Further  account  of  the  river  Omc  -r<?- 
vmrkable  pheaomenon--tke  poet  Cowper-^supposed  e/y- 
mology  of  the  name  of  JVisbeach^ihe  Oust  diverted 
from  its  ancient  course  and  outlet^King  Jokn^s  disas^ 
trous  passage  orcer  that  river y  in  his  last  progress  from 
"  Lynn-^Extrad  frovi  Vdncouver. 

In  the  respectable  work  caUed  The  Beairtietf  of  England, 
tills  remarkable  eircimstaiice  U  quoted  from  Tfalsing* 
ham  rdaltng  to  the  river  Ovs<»— That  on  the  first  of  Ja* 
nuary  1399  it  suddenly  ceased  to  flow  between  the  t3« 
hges  of  Snelson  and  HanroAd  near  Bedferd,  leaving  its 
channel  so  bare  of  water  that  the  people  walked  at  the 
bottom  for  iuU  tiiree  miles*  |  So  strange  a  phenomenoD 
seems  not  veryeasj  to  account  for.^  It  is  said  to  have  be^ 
for  a  long  time  considered  as  ominous  of  those  dire  dis* 
,  sentjons  and  blood j  wars  which  the  opposite  claims  of 
the  rival  Houses  oi  York  and  Lancaster  shortly  after- 
ward occasioned.    Nor  is  it  at  all  wonderful  that  sudi 
an  idea  should  gun  credit  in  those  dark  and  super- 
stitious times:  but  to  men  of  enlightened  minds  it  must 
appear  a  very  idle  and  pitiful  conceit.   A  Dr.  Childrey 
endeavoured  to  account  for  the  said  phenomenon,  by 
supposing  the  stream  above  to  have  been  congealed  by 
a  sudden  frost:  but  this  also  is  very  properly  deemed 
untenable  by  the  writers  of  the  work  above  mentioned ; 
and  they  assign,  as  the  most  probable  cause,  in  their 
opinion,  that  the  earth  had  suddenly  sunk  in  scnne  part 
ot  the  channel,  so  as  to  form  there  a  deep  and  capacious 
cavity,  into  which  the  waters  flowed  till  it  was  filled  up, 

II  Something  of  dkt  time  kind  is  related  of  Uieiifen  Tlumes  and 
Medway  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  See  Stbw,  138. 
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leavmg  the  chAnnd  below  in  tlie  mean  time  nearly  dry^ 
so  that  pedple  might  then  actiudly  walk  at  the  bottom, 
as  the  story  asserts.  This  appears  reasonable  enough, 
and  was  probably  the  red  case;  bnt  as  it  cannot  be  now 
Tery  interesting  there  seems  no  need  to  investigate  it 
any  farther* 

Dull  and  uninspiring,  and  in  no  sense  classical  ground, 
or  a  favourite  haunt  of  the  muses,  as  the  banks  of  ihe 
Ouse  have  been  generally,  and  perhaps  justly  consi- 
dered, it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  they  are  become  of 
late  entitled  to  no  small  portion  of  celebrity,  by  the  dis- 
tinguished productions  of  the  ingenious  and  excellent 
CowpER,  one  of  the  best,  ifnot  the  very  best  of  all  our 
English  poets  of  these  latter  days.  He  spent  the  greatest 
part  of  his  time,  and  composed  most  of  his  works  in  the 
vicinity  ofthisriver.  Henceforth  it  may  therefore  bedeem* 
ed  a  classic  stream :  but  it  will  be  long,  perhaps,  before 
its  banks  shall  have  again  the  honour  of  numbering 
among  its  inhabitants  a  poet  or  a  man  of  equal  worth, 
genius,  orienown.  § 

Here  it  may  be  proper  further  to  observe,  that  the 
Onse  did  not  always  visit  Lynn,  or  pass  that  way  in  its 
progress  to  the  Ocean.  In  ancient  times  its  course  is 
said  to  have  been  by  Wisbeach,  to  which  that  town 
probably  owes  its  name:  Wis,  or  TFj/s,  being  apparently 

B 

S  His  last  yeire  were  spent  at  East  Dereham  in  Notfolk,  where  he 
tedied  his  c<Hirse  In  1800.  In  the  north  transept  of  that  parish  church, 
where  his  remains  have  been  deposited,  is  a  neat  moaumettt  of  white 
sarble,  with  the  fbUowing  inscription  :— 
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but  another  name  of  the  Ouse^  and  Wisheach  the  verjr 
same  thing  vith  Ousebeachy  and  signifymg  the  beach^ 
side,  or  bank  of  the  Ousc;  in  other  ^ords,  a  place  or  town 
on  the  Shore  and  near  the  mouth  of  that  river.  * 

What  diverted  this  river  from  its  ancient  and  original 
course  is  said  to  have  been  a  great  inland  flood,  which, 
meeting  with  obstruction,  choked  up  the  channel  (al« 
ready  become  bad  and  neglected)  broke  over  the  banks, 
and  deluged  the  fens  to  a  vast  extent;  from  the  effects  of 
which  they  have  never  been  fully  recovered  to  this  day. 

This  flood  so  deprived  of  a  passage  to  the  sea  by  the 
usual  channel,  and  consequently  overflowing  the  adja- 
cent country  to  a  great  depth,  became  a  most  grievous 
and  ruinous  annoyance  to  the  Fen  people.  At  last,  in 
order  to  remove  so  unbearable  and  terrible  a  nuisance, 
instead  of  taking  common  sense  for  their  guide,  and  fol- 
lowing nature,  by  opening  the  channel  to  the  ancient 

In  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  CX)WPER,  EsqiriRE^ 

Bom  in  Hertfordshire,  1732; 
Buried  in  this  Church,  1800. 

Ye  who  with  warmth  the  public  triumph  feel 
or  talents  dignified  by   sacred  xeal, 
Here,  to  Devotion's   Hard  deToudy  just, 
Pay  your  fond  Tribute  due  to   COWPER's  dust. 
Englapd,  exulting  in  his  spotless  fame> 
Ranks  wiih  her  dearest  sons*  his  faY*rite  name. 
Sense,  fancy,  wit^  suffice   not  all  to  raise 
So  clear  a  title  to  affcctton^s  praise: 
,    Hb  highest  honours  to  the  heart   belong : 
His  virtues  formM  the  magic  of  his  Song. 

•  The  CmM  and  the  Larke  also  pasted  then  along  with  the  Ouse  by 
Wisbeach 
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out&ll  at  Wisbcacb,  they  detenniiied,  seemingly,  to 
force  nature,  and  set  common-sense  at  defiance,  by 
opening  a  passage  for  the  inundating  waters,  and  con- 
sequently for  the  future  course  of  the  great  Ouse,  the 
Cam,  and  the  Larke  into  the  narrow  bed  of  the  lesser 
Ouse,  fipom  Little-port  Chair  to  Priests  Houses,  across 
that  ridge,  or  higher  ground,  by  which  nature  seemed 
to  haye  forbidden  the  union  of  these  rivers,  * 

In  this  illjudged  ai\d  preposterous  measure  most  of  the 
existing  evils  in  regard  to  the  bad  stale  of  the  Lynn  and 
WLsbeach  Harbours,  the  inland  navigation    and   the 
drainage  of  the  Fens  have  probably  originated.     The 
Ouse  and  the  other  rivci-s  before  mentioned  have  ever 
since  followed  the  same  new  and  unnatural  track :  Nor 
is  it  now  very  likely  that  they  will  eycr  ^gain  be  permit- 
ted to  follow  any  other.     This  menjorable  event,  ac- 
cording to  Dugdale,  happened  in  the  reign  of  Henry  ibfi 
third:  so  that  in  the  reign  of  King  Jo  An,  the  great  pa- 
tron of  Lynn,  the  river  or  body  of  fresh  water  which 
flowed  that  way  was  but  very  small  and  narrow;  and  it 
was  in  crossing  the  Ouse,  which  did  not  then  pass  by 
Lynn,  that  he  lost  his  baggage  and  treasures,  and  prob- 
ably many  of  his  men.     Ancient  records  say  that  it  was 
in  crossing  JVellstream^  which  was  then  t^ie  name  of 

p2 

*  See  VMe(mvtr'*$  Map,  and  bis  A^cni'm^  p.  10,  where  the  original 
track  or  course  of  these  rivers  appears  to  have  been  divided  by  a  kind 
of  ridge  or  higher  ground  from  that  of  the  lesser  Ouse  and  Wessey  or  the 
rirerofStokey  (sometimes  also  called  Winson  and  Storke)  which  toge- 
ther with  ^e  Lenne  or  Narc  seem  to  have  beei^  the  only  original  Lyna 
rivers. 
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(he  Ouse  in  its  approach  to  Wi£bea9h  and  the  Sea,  that 
the  said  King  suffered  those  losses,  j: 

The  following  Extract  from  yancoirD€r*s  Appendix 
to  his  Agricultural  Rtport  will  serve,  it  is  thought,  to 
ccurrobmrate  some  of  the  foregoing  observations. — ^^From 
the  highlands  in  Sttfifolk  (between  the  Mildenhall  and 
Brandan  rivers)  to  the  east  of  Welney,  Oiit\*^l,  Em- 
neth,  and  thence  to  the  sea  a  positive  dividing  ground 
exists,  formed  by  the  hand  of  najture,  strongly  marked^ 
and  distinctly  to  be  seen  between  the  waters  of  the  Lynn 
and  of  theWisbeach  Ouse,  The  hanging  level,  pr 
natural  inclination  of  the  Country  on  th^  north  side  of 
this  dividing  ground  draws  the  waters  off  to  the  sea 
through  the  lesser  Ouse  to  the  outfall  <^Lynn;  and  oi^ 
the  south  side  of  it  draws  them  pff  to  the  sea  through  the 
greater  Ouse  to  the  outfall  of  Wisbeach.  To  the 
cutting  through  this  dividing  ground,  in  order  to  force 
the  water  of  the?  greater  into  the  lesser  Ouse,  are  all  the 
evils  of  the  south  and  middle  levels  of  the  fens,  and  of 
the  country  below  originally  and  solely  to  be  ascribed. 
At  this  time  the  bed  of  the  Ouse  where  Denver  Sluices 
now  stand,  was  at  least  13  feet  below  the  general  sur* 
face  of  the  surrounding  country;  and  then  it  was  that^ 
by  the  free  action  and  reaction  of  the  tides  the  wa- 
ters flowed  five  hours  in  the  hayen  of  Lynn,  ascended 
unto  the  Stoke  and  Brandon  rivers,  and  into  other 
streams  which  nature  had  wisely  appropriated  to  be  dis^ 

I  The  h«veo  ant)  rWer  nf  Wisbeach  while  the  Ouse  passed  that  way 
went  by  the  name  oi  (VfUitream  and  the  fVat<r  of  H-'eU^  while  those  ^ 
Lynn  went  by  the  name  of  JVig^nhdc  Ea^  aud  the  fyinter  V  f9^enk$U^ 
"V  jdc  MS.  late  Mr.  Partridge's. 
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chaitgcd  through  thalouifidl;  forming  the  b«d  ef  the 
OHse  lo  one  gmducdly  indined  plam  from  ike  junction 
oftheprineipof  branches  oftk4U  river  into  the  lerocouitm 
try  to  the  level  of  theOtetmi  'oery  near  or  inihe  har^ 
hamrofl^/nn.  Tlid  Coont^^ftotkig  thi«  disposUiQii  of 
natare.  by  foiciiig  a  greato*  quantity  of  i¥ttor  iolathe 
river  than  'd  could  disobaage  into  the  8^  during  ^h^ 
time  of  d)b^  necessarily  occasioned  the  highland  and 
foreign  ^^lateif  4o  OYernride  all  those,  whicb>during  the 
tine  of  ebb,  mrdmU  natomUy  have  dmiaed  inio  the  Lynn 
tiyeTj  and.g»ve  the  waters  of  Buckingham  and  Bediord 
an  exit  ialD  the  sea-inprderenee  to  thibie  "vrhich  lay  in* 
nndaling  the  country  withina  feirmileS)  oftbeirnatuural 
ondall. — ^In  this  condition  at  present  are  all  the  lower 
pBTta  of  ti^  €0im^  bordernig  upon  the  Lynn  Onsc^ 
and  the  cwmtfy  abote  Denver  Sluices,  Downham^ 
MtnUand,  and  fiaidolph  fens,  exhibits  the  most  i«fxNv 
tant  of  tnany  ottier  fnehmcholy  exaa^des  and  eridencefif 
of  it.  Jn  the  higher  parts  of  the  country  the  come- 
qnencesiof  tSJameafirnr&seem  to  have  been  severely  expe- 
rienced on  ihe*  lands  exposed  to  the  unembanked  ivateis 
of  the  (^  Onse,  between  Itonaitage  and  Hanrimere. 
The  Old  Bedford  riva^wras  then  cut  from  Eritfa  to  Sal- 
ter's Lode^'lis  .0  «Iaker  to  the  Ouie,  torelieve  the  country 
throng  which  the  Ouse  flowed,  from  Erithto  Ely.  The 
Oose  watera  thus  divided  a  great  part  of  them  descended 
through  the  Old  BedfoNi  rirer  in  a  straight  line  of  iwen* 
ty  miles  into  the  Lynn  Ouse.  But  as  that  work  was 
jn^ed  insoffident  ^and  defective,  the  New  Bedford,  or 
s  hundred  foot  river  was  detemined  upon,  and  Shiices 
eseeted  at  Hennitl^  tadrive  alLthe  water  of  old 
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Ouse  from  Erith  (through  the  One  hundred  foot)  inUy 
the  Lynn  Ouse;  but  that  river  not  having  sufficient  ca^ 
pacity  to  utter  them  to  sea,  they,  reverted  up  the  Ouse, 
the  Stoke  and  Brand(»)  rivers,  drowning  the  whole  of  that 
country,  and  finally  urging  the  necessity  of  erecting 
Denver  Sluices^  as  the  only  apparent  cure  for  the  evils 
with  which  the  country  wa^  then  oppressed,  and  seem^ 
ed  further  threatened  with.     In  the  execution  of  this 
business,  vrith  a  view  of  bringing  the  bottom  of  tiie  Ouse 
on  a  level  with  that  of  the  hundred  foot  river(  which  was 
cut  only  five  feet  deep)  it  was  judged  expedient  to  raise 
a  Dam  eight  feet  high  across  the  bed  of  the  Ouse,  upoii 
the  top  of  which  the  Sole  or  base  of  Denver  Sluices  was 
laid.     This  measure  has  not  only  defeated  the  purpose 
it  was  designed  to  promote,  but  has  been  the  unfortu- 
jiate  cause  of  a  body  of  sand  and  sea  sediment  being  de* 
posited  in  the  bed  of  the  Lynn  Ouse  at  least  eight  feet 
deep  at  Denver  Sluices,  and  only  terminating  in  its  in<s 
jurious  consequences  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Lynn  Chan- 
nel.   This  shews  to  every  calm  and  candid  mind  the 
necessity  of  duly  considering  the  probable  eSs^  of  coun- 
teracting the  laws  of  nature,  in  cases  where  nature  ap* 
pears  experimentally  to  have  had   success    on    her 
side.— From  a  due  consideration  of  the  obstacles  which 
appear  at  this  time  to  exist  in  what  has  long  been  con- 
sidered the  principal  outfalling  drain  to  the  Middle  and 
South  levels  of  the  fens,  it  is  surely  reasonable  to  direct 
our  attention  to  the  general  inclination  of  the  country 
with  respect  to  the  sea,  and  to  what  has  all  along  been 
pointed  out  by  nature  as  the  main  outlet  thither,  for  the 
waters  of  the  middle  and  sojith  levels,  and  see  if  sosms 
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iiiean^  cannot  yei  be  deyised  for  recovering  the  general 
course  of  the  anciekit  and  voluntary  passage  of  the  waters 
through  their  natural  channel  of  Wisbeach  to  the  sea*'* 

The  above  p^^ge  merits  teridus  aiid  particular  atten^ 
tion.  The  undisputed  and  indisputable  fact,  that  tlie 
course  of  the  Oiise  lay  formerly  by  Wisbeach,  seems  a 
clear  and  decisive  proof  that  it  was  its  natural  course^ 
and  so  may  be  considered  as  corroborating  a  great  pairt 
at  least  of  the  above  reasoning.  Upon  the  whole,  there- 
fore, it  seems  highly  probable  that  the  evils  now  existing 
and  complained  of^  as  to  the  bad  state  of  the  Wisbeach 
knd  Lynn  harbours,  the  inland  navigation  and  fen  drain- 
age, have  mostly  originated  in  the  abovementioned  de- 
sertion of  the  Ouse  from  its  ancient  and  natural  outfall, 
and  the  forcing  of  it  to  hyim  through  the  channel  of  the 
lesser  Ouse,  in  the  13th  century,  and  reign  of  Henry 
III.  as  was  before  observed. 


Sec'tion  3.  Effects  of  the  desertion  of  the  Ouse  and 
Nene  on  Wisbeach  and  parts  adjacent. 

After  the  above  mentioned  disastrous  aberration  of  the 
Ouse  some  plans,  it  seems,  were  formed,  and  royal 
Conunissions  issued  to  bring  it  back  again  into  its  old 
deserted  channel  by  Wisbeach,  but  all  proved  in  the  end 
ineflfectual  and  fruitless,  so  that  the  port  of  Wisbeach^ 
<^  course  would  be  materially  injured.  <<0f  old  time'' 
<says  Badeslade^-that  is,  while  the  Ouse  and  the  Nene 
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jdoditiirediyhtmschwsdmtimy}  ^^shi^  Of gf 6(it  burdoi 
XBKirted  to  WidieMi"**HtMit  ater  dme  Tiven  Indl  ^. 
wiied  Aek  anoiait  outfet^  Hurf;  town^oon  oeased  iohe 
apcsssible  to  lai^  vessels.  The  b^  or  channel  bdow 
tbe  town  being  foisakeo  by  the^d  rivers^  (or  at  taoei 
occupied  only  by  an  inconsiderable  braoch  Qfl|ie  Ndie^ 
which  must  have  been  insufficient  (o  grind  or -scour  it  to 
itB  former  pr  usual  4epth^)  ifTould  gradually  be  filled  np 
in  time  with  silt  and  ^md;  aiid  which  ev^eutly  has 
been  tbe  case.  This  is  oonfirmed'by  a  remarluiblecir- 
rcumstamse  f^bted  by  Dugdflle-^Thai  in  deepeniog  the 
Wi^beach  river  in  1635^  (about  300  years  nfter  the  ^- 
^ertion  of  the  Ouse^)  ^-the  worl^nen,  ^t  eight  fieet  be- 
tIout  the  Qien  bottom  came  to  another  bottom  which  wa^ 
^ny,  and  there  .at  several  distances  found  seven  boats 
that  had  lain  there  overwhelmed  with  sand  for  many 
ages/'  ♦ 

Atkins,  who  wrote  in  1608,  and  dedicated  his  pa- 
per to  Andrews  bishop  of  Ely,  speaks  of  the  Wisbeach 
channel  as  ^*anciently  an  arm  of  the  sea;"  +  and  says 
that  the  time  was  when  all  the  waters  of  the  Ouse,  even 
tl^ose  which  then  passed  from  Littleport  Cludr  to  hyrni 
had  their  passage  hyWelu^  wadJVellio  the  North 
Seas  at  Wisbeach,  and  from  thence  to  the  Washes— 
and  he  further  observes  that  writers  have  said,  that 
King  John's  people  perished  in  the  Waters  of  Well.  J 

•  Hist.  Embank,  chap.  37. 

t  By  an  arm  of  the  se»  he  meant,  probablf,  something  simUtr  to 
what  Lynn  Ha^eu  is  now. 

]:  A  Commmis<:ion  is  said  to  have  been  issued  21  Edward  I.  for  send- 
ing the  ff^attn  of  Well  by  Wisbeach,  their  ancient  outfall  5  which  fur- 
ther  corroboffttes  the  idea  that  IftUstteam  or  fVa^rt »/  fFtO^.  wtf  form- 
erly a  name  of  the  Ousc  about  Wiibeacb« 
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^rosi  Thorney  Red  Book  he  also  shews,  that  TFell 
Stream  was  an  ancient  ai^Uation  of  the  Wisbeach  riv- 
er. He  fbither  adds,  that  this  outfall,  or  arm  of  the  sca^ 
had  Hcdhind  and  a  part  of  the  Isle  on  one  side,  and 
Marshland  im  the  other;  the^  were  defended  from  it 
hf  grtBl  sea«*banks,  which  hi  the  tUne  of  Henry  VI  were 
«dained  to  be  made  and  mamtained  fifty  feet  high. 
Hither  of  old  resorted  (he  says)  ships  and  vessels  of 
great  botden.  But  the  sea,  stiB  forsaking  the  Isle, 
ttiade  Ae  whde  passage  between  Wisbeach  and  the 
Washes  high  mardfaes  and  sands;  and  by  the  decay  of 
fte  rhr6r,  the  channd^  or  outfall,  became  so  shallow  and 
#eak,  as  to  admit  of  people  often  going  over  on  foot,  bare 
legged  under  the  knees.  He  also  imputes  miich  blame  to 
(he  people  about  Wisbeach,  in  not  scouring  anddyking  * 
the  river,  as  by  ancient  laws  and  presentments  they  ought 
to  have  done;  and  not  preserving  and  maintaining  the 
petty  sewers  and  drains.  In  consequence  of  these 
omissions,  not  only  the  fens  were  drowned,  but  the 
mesuM  were  idso  lost  of  draining  IS  or  14000  acres  of 
inland  grounds,  the  support  of  three  or  four  towns  on 
the.  North  <^  Wisboach. 

That  the  bad  efiects  of  the  de^rtion  of  the  O  use  and 
Nene  from  their  ancient  outfall  at  Wisbeach,  soon  be- 
came very  grievous  to  that  town  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, appears  by  the  frequent  complaints  made,  and  laws 
enacted  fmr  their  relief;  Some  of  those  laws  were  «iade 
in  the  rtign  of  Henry  VI,  and  measures  were  taken,  it 
aeems,  in  consequence  of  them,  for  the  relief  and  benefit 

c 
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of  tlie  sufferers.    The  most  important  and  beneficial  at 

all  tbose  measures  appears  to  be  that  adopted  toward  the 

latter  part  of  the  15th  century  under  the  direction  of 

bishop  Morton.  ♦    "That  prelate  finding  (says  Atkins) 

that  beside  its  being  a  very  chargeable^  course  to  his 

people  of  the  hundred  of  Wisbeach,  once  in  four  or  five 

years  to  dyke  this  river,  and  Uiat  notwithstanding  fliis 

dyking  of  the  river,  the  outfall  bdow  ijo  the  seaward  ne-» 

vertheless  decayed;  and  finding  that  without  a  great  head 

of  fresh  waters,  toscour  both  the  riverandthe  outfidl^  all 

would  be  lost,  took  a  part  oi  Her  odes*  labovtr  Xi\^n  him^ 

and  strove  to  bring  in  great  abundance  of  firesh  waters,  by 

divers  courses,  out  of  the  Fensj  to  maintain  this  channel: 

viz.  the  rivers  Nene  and  Welland  from  Southea^  and  the 

.  river  of  the  great  cross,  or  Plantwater,  from  the  united 

branches  of  Nene  and  Ouse,  descending  by  Benwkk.  " 

But  the  bishop's  principal  undertaking  seems  to  have 

been  the  cut  of  14  miles,  from  Peterborough  to  Guyh^n, 

by  which  a  large  portion  of  the  Nene  was  brought  down 

•  Elstobb  specks  of  seter*!  eflforts .  having  been  made  to  turn  th« 
Nene  down  to  iu  ancient  outfall  at  Wisbeach  ;  and  particularly  that 
Mbout  the  year  1490  John  Morton,  bishop  of  Efy,  and  Ldrd  Chan- 
celUir  of  England,  [afterward  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  a  Roman 
Cardinal]  for  the  better  obtaining  that  end,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
tetovery  otthe  outfall  ai  Wisbeach,  cut  a  new  river,  or  drain  14  miles 
in  length,  14  feet  wide,  and  about  4  feet  deep,  beginning  at  the  high 
grounds,  within  a  mile  of  Peterborough,  and  continuing  it  down  to  Guy- 
horn,  an  hamlet  in  Wisbeach  patish*,  and  setting  down  a  sluice  across  the 
old  river  Nene  aiStandground,  turned  the  waters  of  tlwt  river  down  this 
new  cut.  This  (he  add^)  wi'h  some  other  works,  said  to  have  been 
done  by  him,  did  for  a  time  make  some  improvement  in  the  fens  about 
Wisbeach,  so  as  to  make  them  good  sheep  pasture,  &c.  But  this  (h« 
further  adds)  continued  not  long,  being  cut  too  shallow,  and  not  suf- 
ficiently embanked,  or  kept  clear  and  free  from  impedimtnts  and  ob* 
siructiuns.'*  Ehtobb's  Obs^rvutioaSx  p.  25^  26- 
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to  Wisfaeacb,  and  proved  of  no  small  benefit  to  that 
town  and  harbour,  as  well  as  to  the  drainage  of  tlie 
eountiy.  This  cut  has  transmitted  the  bishop's  name 
deservedly  and  honorably  to  posterity;  it  being  ever  since 
known  and  distinguished  under  the  denomination  of 
JUkrUnCs  Leam,  Happy  had  it  been  for  the  world,  if 
all  those  of  his  order  had  deserved  so  well  of  their  neigh- 
hours  and  of  their  country.  % 

*^By  this  domg"  (says  Atkins,  referring  to  the  works 
of  bishop  Morton)  "  Wisbeach  Fens  were  made  good 
Sheep  pastures,  and  tlie  fall  of  the  water  at  Wisbeach 
became  so  great,  that  no  man  would  adventure  under  the 
bridge,  with  a  boat,  but  by  veering  through,  &c.  But 
^cceeding  ages  (he  further  observe)  neglecting  these 

X  Bishop  Morton  wa^in  Uis  time  one  o/the  n^ost  dittAnguuhed  cha* 
ncter$  in  this  country.  He  was  a  person  of  deep  penetration,  singular 
•ddreK,  and  sound  judgment ;  and  possessed,  in  the  highest  degree^ 
thoM  rare  talents  that  constitute  the  profound  politician  and  consum* 
mate  statesman.  He  was  a  warm  and  determined  partisan  of  the  House 
ofLancAster.  Richard,  IH.  rightly  considering  him  as  too  dangerous 
^  person  (o  be  left  at  liberty,  tool^  care  betimes  to  ^ave  him  secured. 
He  was  accordingly  imprisoned,  in  tlie  castle  of  Brecknock^  where  he 
was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  then  the 
said  king^s  most  powerful  and  confidential  adherent.  Spn^eho^f  he  ma- 
naged to  seduce  il^e  Duke  from  hi^  allegiance  to  Richard,  and  engage 
in  hb  scheme  in  &TOur  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond.  The  Duke^s  ruin 
^Doo  fbUowed ;  but  Morton  escaped  tp  tho  continent,  where^e  after- 
ward joined  Richmond,  and  with  him  returned  to  England.  After 
his  victory  at  Bosworth,  and  eletation  to  the  throne,  Morton  became 
hk  most  confidential  servant  and  ceunsellor.  He  was  preferred  to  be 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  at 
last,  a  Cardinal  He  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  an  adviser  and  pro- 
Boter  of  the  most  important  measures  of  that  reign ;  of  which  the  de. 
preasion  of  the  nobles,  and  elevation  of  the  commons,  were  not  the  least, 
memorable  or  salutary.    He  died,  before  Empson  and  Dudley  camQ 

into  employ;  spthath^hadn^shaieinttveirqial^^acticet. 
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^ood  provisions,  have  thereby  lost  the  Ijene^t. "    Tht 
blame  of  this  neglect,  both  Atkins  and  Sir  Clement  £d«} 
munds  seem  to  lay  entirely  on  the  total  want  of  public 
spirit,  or  the  selfish  and  sordid  disposition  of  the  peoh 
pie  of  Wisbeach,  who  strove  at  all  events  to  avoid  the 
^xpQnce,  alledgin^  that  the  benel^  of  cleansing  9^ 
dyking  the  outfall  would  altogether  accn;ie  to  the  bel^iof 
of  the  upland  country,  and  therefore  thattkey  [th^  in* 
habitants  of  the  said  upland  country]  ought  to  put  their 
kands  to  the  work,  and  contribute  towards  it  in  some  rear 
9onahle  measure.  The  uplf^ders,  on  the  other  hand,  prb^ 
duced  divers  presentments,  some  of  them  as  high  as  Hen- 
ry VI,  shewing,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  cliarged;  at 
the  same  time  expressing  a  willingness  to  yield  a  reason- 
able aid,  when  the  work  was  done,  if  it  proved  service- 
able.    But  those  of  Wisbeach  required  a  previous  con- 
tribution, to  be  expended  as  the  work  should  proceed. 
Their  selfishness  and  pcrvers^ness,  on  these  occasions^ 
carried  them,  it  seems,  to  very  extravagant  and  ridiculous 
lengths,  toelude  thechvge;  ^^oncwhilesaying,  they  cared 
not  if  Wisbeach  were  a  dry  town;  another  while  by  think- 
iugtokoepitasastandljigpoQl;  [andagainj  another  while 
enforcing  [orurging]  the  making  of  a  Sluice  between  the 
town  and  the  sea,  that  the  tide  should  not  silt  uptlie  rixer^j 
saying  thatotherwisetbechargeof  dykingUierivcr  would 
be  but  cast  away.  —And  to  the  charge  of  this  Sluice  they 
would  call  in  the  high-country  people,  such  as  they  knew 
would  not  easily  be  brought  to  it,  so  that  nothing  might 
bexlonr. "    Tli^s  preposterous  conduct  of  the  Wisljeacli* 
cTs  appears  to  have  effectually  frustrated  every  reason- 
able and  salutary  pTpposal,    AUuns^  however,  givc^  it 
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gs  his  finn  ppinion,  that  were  there  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  vh 
gain  another  bishop  Morton  the  country  might  well  be 
regained  by  such  means  as  might  be  easily  set  down. "  * 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  another  bishop  Morten  has 
yet  risen  in  the  Isle,  whatever  may  be  said  of  the  r^e« 
neration,  reformation^  qr  amendment  of  the  good  peo? 
pie  of  Wisbeach. 

Nothing  of  any  consequence  appears  to  have  been  att 
tempted  since,  for  the  benefit  of  the  port  or  navigation  of 
Wisbeach,  except  Kinierlty^s  Cuty  made  in  1721  and 
1722,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Adventurers,  and  not 
without  the  consent  of  the  town  of  Wisbeach  likewise; 
only  the  adventurers  [it  seems]  ought  to  have  had  their 
C(Misent  under  tlieir  hands:  at  least  so  says  Mr  Kiiw 
derly.  This  cut,  had  it  gone  forward,  would  probably 
have  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  river.  But  by  tte 
time  that  it  was  completed,  and  a  dam  was  making  a» 
cross  tlie  old  channel,  to  turn  the  river  into  the  new  one, 
"the  Wisbeach  gentlemen,  falsely,  or  by  mistake^  appre^ 
hending  the  advantage  of  a  wide  indraught  over  all  those 
spreading  sands,  and  complaining  that  this  new  cut  was 
not  wide  enoug^,  (though  it  was  wider  than  the  river 
at  Wisbeach  by  twenty  feet)  and  that  therefore  their 
river 'would  immediately  be  choked  up,  and  thdr 
navigation  lost.  [So  they  now]  violently  opposed 
it,  apd  raised  tho  Country  fox  demolishing  the 
woijks.;  and  after  that  obtained  an  iigunctioa  from 
the  Lord  ChanceUor  to  stop  all  further  progress-" 
\    A  long  vexatious    Law    Suit  ensued,    but   thf 

••  iiMefkf's  Ancient  and  PreMnt  State,  Slid  Edit  (n  68« 
I  Kinderleyy  p.  7'(* 
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Adventurers  could  not  recover  the  Money  they  had  laid 
out,  amounting  to  nearly  ^€2000,  and  the  gentlemen 
of  Wifibeach  gave  ample  proof  that  they  still  inherited^, 
in  full  measure,  the  genuine  spirit  of  their  ancestors, 
before  mentioned.  Their  Harbour  has  been  for  some 
years  in  a  most  miserable  state,  and  seems  to  stand  in 
need  of  the  aid  of  a  Morton  or  a  Kinderly  as  pinch  as  ever. 


Section  IV.  The  Effects  on  Lynn^  and  on  Us  Hqr^ 
hour  and  Nwoigation^  of  the  great  accession  of  Fresh 
Waters  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  Ouse  and  its  sister  streams,  in 
their  new  or  niodern  course,  by  Denver,  Downham,  St. 
German^  and  Lynn.  By  the  addition  of  so  many  large 
rivers  to  its  former  waters,  Lynn  might  be  expected  io 
have  its  Haven,  by  degrees,  both  widened  and  deepened, 
so  as  to  contribute  materially  to  its  future  naval  conse- 
quence, and  commercial  importance.  Previously  to  this 
great  accession  of  water,  the  bed  or  channel  of  the  river  jj 
about  St  German's,  has  been  represented  as  so  very  narrow, 
that  in  some  places  a  man  might  throw  himself  over  witl^ 
a  ptkcstafT;  and  in  Lynn  Haven  it  is  said  to  have  been 
but  six  poles,  or  about  an  hundred  feet  wide.  But  after- 
ward, by  the  said  accession  of  fresh  waters,  Lynn  Ha- 
ven and  channel  were  made  in  time  so  wide  and  deep  as 
to  become  fiimous  for  Navigation    * 

*  Bades^ade  p.  98.— Here  it  ought  not  to  b«  forgotten  that  tke  said 
large  acc':8sion  of  fresh  waiters  to  the  Lynn  riyer^  while  it  widened  an4 
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Things  appear  to  have  continued  pretty  much  in  this 
favourable  state,  till  sometime  after  the  erection  of  the 
Sluices  at  Denver;  which  by  preventing  the  tides  from 
going  further  up  into  the  country,  as  before,  proved 
very  prejudicial  to  the  harbour  and  Navigation  of  Lynn; 
and  the  effects  are  felt,  it  seems,  and  much  complained 
of  to  this  day.  The  free  admission  of  the  tides,  and 
the  natural  course  of  the  freshes  are  said  to  have  kept 
other  rivers  open  and  navigable;  and  this  appears  ta 
have  been  the  case  with  the  Ouse  itsdf,  while  it  possessed 
those  advantages,  or  till  the  adventurers  erected  the 
said  sluices  across  its  channel,  ^hich  are  thought  to 
have  proved  so  very  prejudicial,  not  only  to  the  navi* 
gation  of  ^i}mn,'  Cambridge,  &c.  but  even  to  the  drain- 
ing of  the  Fen  districts  and  Marshland. 

Before  the  erection  of  those  sluices,  the  tide  is  said  to 
have  gone  up  the  rivers  a  very  great  way.  Into  the 
Ouse,  and  Grant,  or  Cam,  it  went,  according  to  Bades^ 
lade,  five  miles  above thdr  junction,  or  48 above  Lynn; 
into  the  Larke,  or  Mildenhall  river,  eight  miles  above 
its  mouth,  or  42  above  LyUn;  into  the  lesser  Ouse,  or 
Brandon  river,  ten  miles  above  its  mouth,  or  36  above 
Ljmn;  into  the  Wessey,  or  Stoke  river.  Six  miles  a- 
bove  its  mouth,  or  21  above  Lynn;  and  into  thCsNene^ 

^•epeDed  the  hmrbour,  teems  to  have  proTed  erentually  fattl  to  a  great 
pan  of  West  or  Old  Lynn,  which  {including  one  of  its  churches  and 
church  jard)  was  in  time  swallowed  up  by  the  waters.  This,  it  must 
be  allowedy  wu  a  disastrous  event.  It  is,  however,  an  ill  wind  (as  the 
pforerb  says)  that  blows  nobody  good :  though  the  church  is  gone,  the 
income  rebuioty  which  the  incumbent  still  duly  receives,  for  nothing; 
fee  it  is  a  sine  cure,  aod  not  a  Tery  poor  one. 
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iovcn  miles  abovt^  its  month,  or  23  above  JLynni  J— 
These  rivers  are  said  to  be  then  completely  'supplied 
with  water  from  the  sea,  in  the  driest  seasons,  taserve  for 
inland  navigation.  — The  Nene,  to  Well,  March,  and 
Peterborough,  &c;  with  vessels  of  15  tuns  In  the  driest 
times:  the  Ouse,  with  vessels  of  40  tans,  36  mites,  at 
least,  from  Lynn,  in  ordinary  neap  tidesj  and  to  Hun- 
tingdon, StNeotS,  Bedford,  and  even  as  fkr  as  90  miles 
from  Lynn,  with  vessels  of  15  tuns.  The  tides  then 
raised  the  waters  ait  Safters  Lode  12  feet  rfbK>ve  fow-wate* 
juark.  These  waters  in  their  return  itcoured  the  chan- 
hel,  and  kept  it  clear  and  deep.  This  seems  to  have 
been  the  case  before  the  erection  of  flie  sluices;  but  whc- 
flier  it  would  have  contintied  so  to  this  time,  may,  perhaps^ 
be  doubted^  Badesfade  and  Kfnderly  seem  to  have  cn^ 
tertained  different  and  opposite  opinions  on  the  subject; 
as  the  re^er  may  ace  by  consulting  their  respective  pab- 
ficationsi 

In  ft  course  of  timej  Lynn  Haven  is  said  to  wear  from 
6  or  8  to  40  poles  wide;  which  seems  not  in^robable^ 
considering  the  situation  of  it^  and  the  accession  of  so 
many  bu'ge  rivers.  la  Badeslade's  time,  as  he  says,  * 
it  was  from  50  to  60  poles  in  the  narrowest  part;  and 

}  llie  N«)e>  of  Ut«  y«Mi,  Bat  been  gtadually  choking  up»  tttl  ifc 
is  at  length  become,  it  seems,  a  mere  shallow  ditch,  filled  with  mud, 
and  hardly  navigable  at  any  time.  Its  natigation  is  become,  of  course, 
inconsiderable  and  unproductive ;  to  the  no  small  loss  and  injury  of 
those  unfortunate  people,  who,  in  an  etil  hour,  had  entrusted  their 
property  in  that  ill  fated  concern.  Most  inexcusable  mismanagement  is 
said  to  have  occasioned  this ;  and  much  of  the  blame  has  been  conii- 
deiuly,  if  not  truly  imputed  to  the  abominable  inattention  and  neglect 
<^  certain  Lynn  Merchants. 

•  In  p.  4. 
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now  k  can  be  no  leas.  The  Lynn  river^  bovever,  hat 
been  thought  to  be  still  narrower  than  any  other  of  equal 
size  so  near  its  outfall.  Before  the  erection  of  the  said 
Dams,  or  Sluices  no  complaints  appear  to  have  been 
Boade  of  either  the  hayen,  or  yet  the  rivers  above  wan- 
ling  a  competent  depth  of  water.  Bai^pes  canying  40 
chalders  could  then  go  up  the  Ouse  36  miles,,  and  those 
tliat  carried  from  96  to  SO  chalders  passed  with  ease  to 
the  very  town  of  Cambridge.  Whereas,  in  Badeslade's 
time,  flat  bottom  lighters,  Trith  eight  or  (en  chalders^ 
conhl  hardly  pass.  Nor  does  it  i^pear  that  tilings  have 
gotten  to  a  better  state  since.  As  to  the  haven,  or  hart 
Vmr  rf  Lynn,  it  was  at  fliose  times  wide,  deep,  and 
cofioBodioHSf  In  1645  its  breadth  is  said  to  have  been 
'about  a  furlong.  Ships  then,  and  for  some  years  after, 
fode  at  (he  south  end  of  the  town,  and  the  west  side  ii| 
tffo  fathoms,  at  low  water.  So  they  also  did  at  the 
Cmtph;  and  the  largest  ships  could  go  to  sea  at  neap 
tides.  Two  parts  of  the  harbour  were  tliai  remarkably 
deep;  the  one  called  tidrCs  Roady  at  the  end  of  the  west 
channel;  and  the  other  Fcrrier*s  Jload,  at  the  end  of 
4be  east  channel;  and  both  of  them  three  and  half  fathoms 
at  low  water.  The  tides  too  were  then  so  strong  as  to 
make  it  necessary  to  use  stream  cables  to  moor  the 
ships.  Gfuybon  Goddard,  Esq.  a  former  Recorder  of 
Lynn  (and  brother  in  law  to  Sir  Wra.  Dugdale)  who 
died  dxmt  1677,  says,  that  at  the  World's  End  in  the 
Harbour  of  Lynn,  there  was  not  in  any  man's  remem- 
licaace  less  than  (en  or  eleven  feet  at  low  water;  and  at 
a  place  called  the  Mayor's  Fleet  8  or  9  feet.  T'le  chan-. 
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nd  to  seaward,  below  the  haven,  he  says,  near  half  ^ 
mile  wide  at  low'water,  was  yet  of  a  depth  sufficient  for  a 
Ship  of  12  foot  water  to  be  brought  up  in  any  one  tide 
without  wind.  ♦  Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the 
state,  of  Ljmn  Harbour,  and  of  the  rivers  which  dis- 
charge themselves  that  way,  was  before  the  erection  of  the 
Sluices  muchi  superior  to  what  it  has  been  since.  ^ 

As  to  the  State  of  the  Ouse  and  the  other  rivers  up  in  the 
country  above  Lynn,  it  seems  to  have  been  much  better 
before  the  undertaking  for  a  general  drainage  and  erec- 
tion of  the  Sluices  than  since  that  period,  a$  appears 
from  the  views  of  the  Sewers  taken  June  S3,  1605,  by 
Sir    Robert  Beyill,  Sir  John  Peyton,  &c.  at  Salters 
Lode,  where  the  Nene  falls  into  the  Ouse.     The  com- 
missioners declared  the  fall  from  the  soil  of  the  Fens  tp 
low  water  mark  as  no  less  than  ten  feet,  besidie  the  natural 
descent  of  th^  grounds  from  the  uplands  of  Huntingdon- 
shire thither;  which  shews  the  bottom  of  the  Ouse  to  b^ 
ther^  much  deeper  then  than  it  was  afterward.    DUgdale 
also,  in  his  History  .of  Embanking,  says,  Chat  at  Salter's 
Lode  there  was  ten  feet  fall  of  the  fens  at  low  water  mark. 

•  Badeslade  p.  12. 

X  In  1645,  five  or  six  yetre  before  Denver  Sluice  was  erected,  Lynn 
Haven  was  in  a  very  good  condition.  It  liad  two  channels,  one  called 
the  Eojtf  the  other  the  fFett  Channel^  in  which  the  biggest  ships,  draw- 
ing 13  or  14  feet  wftter,  sailed  up  and  down  on  the  neap  as  on  the  spring 
tides.  One  John  Attleson,  aged  80,  deposed  that  for  GO  years  and 
upwards,  he  had  known  the  river  Ouse,  and  all  the  rivers  falling  into 
the  same  *,  and  that  before  the  erection  of  the  sluices  near  Salterns  Lode^ 
all  the  rivers  were  free  and  open,  and  received  such  quantities  of  wat#r 
by  the  flood  from  sea,  that  large  bai*ges  with  from  26  to  30  chalders  did 
cbnst^ntly  pass  with  great  ease  up  to  Cambridge  town.— See  Bades* 
lade :  also  £lstobb*s  Observations^  p.  23^  24. 
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From  ibese  statements  it  must  necessarily  foDow,  UM  the 
lands  in  the  South  Level,  though  unembanked,  must  in 
general  have  been  in  a  comparatively  good  condition 
before  the  undertaking  for  a  general  drainage  and  erec- 
tion of  the  Sluices;  for,  the  fall  being  so  great,  no  water 
could  lie  long  upon  them;  and  if  at  any  time,  by  the 
descoit  of  the  upland  waters,  they  became  overflowed, 
they  would  not  long  continue  in  that  state.  At  present, 
the  case,  it  seems,  is  very  different. 


Section,  V.  Of  the  Eabrink  Cut y  and  other  projects 
of  former  times — with  some  slight  hints  on  the  compara^ 
tree  state  of  the  Shipping-'Commercial  consequence  and 
population  of  Lynn  at  different  periods. 

It  seems  allowed  on  all  hands  that  Lynn  Harbour  has 
grown  much  worse  in  the  memory  of  the  present  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  it  is  daily  getting  more  and  more  so.  To 
remedy  this  growing  and  alarming  evil,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
mote and  facilitate  the  inland  navigation  and  drainage  of 
the  Fen  Districts,  a  project  was  formed  some  few  years 
ago  to  open  a  straight  cut  from  Eabrink,  about  three 
miles  above  the  town,  into  the  upper  part  of  tlie  said  har- 
bour, with  the  view  of  scouring,  deepening,  and  im- 
proving the  same;  and  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtain^ 
for  that  purpose.  The  work  however,  has  been  hi- 
therto postponed:  it  being,  it  seems,  found  difficult  to 

raise  a  fund  adequate  to  the  occasion.    Vast  benefits  are 

D  2 
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ftaid  to  be  confidently  expected  hrjr  many  from  the  ex<« 
ecutioQ  of  this  projiect;  while  otben  iq)peaf  muck  \t^ 
sai^ine  in  their  expectations,  and  even  caasidei*  it  as 
in  no  anall  degree  dubious  s^nd  problcmatieaL 

The  opening  a  straight  cut  from  Eabrink  to  \jymi 
Haven  is  not  indeed,  properly  speaking,  a  new  or  a  late 
project.  It  was  suggested  and  rcconunended  many 
years  ago,  as  a  part  of  a  far  more  extensive  undertaking^ 
by  Mr  Kinderley^  who  wrote  a  large  pamphlet  on  the 
subject,  the  second  and  last  edition  of  which  was  pub«* 
lished  in  1 75 1.  — Hi*  fiivowifte  scheme  was  to  con- 
tinue the  Cut  from  Lynn,  through  the  marshes  below  the 
Woitonsy  Babingley  and  Woherton^  into  what  is  called 
the  Old  Road ;  and  to  bring  the  Wisbeach  river  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Shiredam  across  Marshland  into  Lynn 
Harbour.  Tlie  WeUaml  also  or  SpaUmg  liver,  he 
proposed  to  conduct  by  anollier  cut  to  Boston,  there  to 
join  tl^e  Witliam,  and  pass  along  with  it  to  the  sea  by 
a  new  outlet,  so  that  thcre.might  be  but  tKo  outlets  in- 
stead of  fotery  for  all  the  great  Fen  rivers.  The  accom* 
plishmei>t  of  this  vast  plan,  as  he  ijnagined,  would  not 
tail  of  being  productive  of  many  and  most  important 
benefits:— The  harbours  of  Lynn  and  Boston,  ofcourse^ 
would  become  more  accessible,  and  be  otherwise  great- 
ly improved:— The  two  wjishes  would  ineviAably  and 
soon  be  filled  up,  by  the  abundance  of  silt  and  mud 
which  the  tides  would  lodge  there,  and  which  would 
sliortly  be  converted  into  firm  and  fertile  land.— Also  aa 
extensive  district  larger  tlian  all  Marshland,  and  almost 
as  large  as  the  whole  caaniy  of  Mutlandy  and  of  far 
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greater  vatn^^  woidd  in  no  rery  Img  ihae  be  gained 
fmm  the  sea,  and  hmogbt  mto  a  coBditkm  tabe  efiec^ 
taaUy  secaied  by  embankmenls  from  any  future  annoy- 
ance  fr<»n  the  brmy  ekment.— M<»eover,  a  good  torn- 
pike  road)  stiaigbtas  an  arrow,  might  and  woiddbe 
made  across  this  recovered  country,  all  the  way  from 
Lynn  to  Bostcm,  to  the  no  small  conyenience  and  comfort 
of  travellers,  (as  the  obstructions  and  dangers  of  the 
Washes  would  no  longer  exist)and  to  the&cilitating^id 
perpetuating  a  safe  and  easy  intercourse  between  the  in- 
habitants of  Lincolnshire,  as  well  as  of  all  the  noitli  of 
England  and  those  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  the  whole 
eastern  coast  of  the  Kingdom.  The  scheme  or  project, 
however,  was  not  adopted,  nor  perhaps  ever  sufficiently 
attended  to;  and  it  may  not  now  be  worth  while  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  its  miscarriage  or  rejection. 
Whether  this  same  scheme  shall  hereafter  be  ever  adop- 
ted, executed,  or  realized,  no  mortal  at  present  is  capa- 
ble (^divining. 

Between  Mr  Kinderley  and  MrBadeslade  there  seems 
to  have  existed  a  considerable  difference  of  ojMnion  on 
some  points.  The  former  ascribed  the  increasing  foul- 
ness and  decay  of  Lynn  Harbour  to  the  increasing  width 
of  the  channel  below,  the  loose  and  light  nature  of  the 
sand  there,  subject  to  the  powerful  action  of  the  tides, 
continually  driving  up  those  sands  and  lodging  them  ia 
IhehaAMur  and  river  alMyves  whereas  the  latter  foema  to 
ascribe  it  chiefly,  if  not  solely  to  the  Sluices,  or  the  ob- 
itinctioii  which  they  occasioned  to  the  free  iuinx  and 
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efflux  of  tbe  Watera  .  *  Each  writer  supports  his  o^m 
opinion  with  great  confidence;  but  the  question  remains 
Yindecided.  Both  of  them,  perhaps^  might  be  right  in 
many  or  most  of  their  ideas  and  reasonings. 

Very  unlike  most  other  great  Sea-port  towns,  whose 
ship'ping  and  trade  have  vastly  increased  within  the  last 
hundred  years,  Lynri  appears  to  have  remained,  in  a 
great  measure,  stationary.  As  long  ago  as  1654  we 
hear  of  fourscore  vessels  or  more  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Lynn,  (some  of  them  drawing  13  or  14  feet  water) 
and  that  they  used  then  to  make  from  15  to  l8  Voyages 
annually  to  Newcastle,  for  coals.  Salt,  &c.  Also  that 
Ship-building  was  at  that  period  very  briskly  carried 
6n  in  the  tcfWn,  to  keep  up  the  stock.  Moreover  the 
number  of  seamen  and  watermen,  then  employed  here, 
is  said  to  amount  to,  at  least,  fifteen  hundred;  and  the 
whole  number  of  inhabitants  was  probably  equal  to  that 
of  any  subsquent  period.  It  seems,  indeed,  to  be  now 
the  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  present  population  of 
Lynn  exceeds  that  of  any  former  time;  which  yet  may 
be  deemed  somewhat  doubtful,  if  not  quite  improbable; 
especially  as  it  is  known  to  have  been  formerly  a  manu' 
facturing  town,  {  which  is  not  its  case  at  present.     The 

*  Armstrong,  it  seeBis»  ascribed  the  silting  of  Lynn  Haven^  and  o£ 
the  river  above,  to  tho  hundredfoot  drain.— See  Kinderley  p.S9. 

t  Hence  we  hear  of  manufacturers  of  Bays,  Dyers,  Dyehouses,  Ful- 
ling-mills, Button-makers,  and  worstcd-vreavers  at  Lynn,  with  some 
.thousands  employed  in  knitting  stockings.  Sec  —In  behalf  of  the  latter^ 
a  petition  against  the  worsted-weavers  was  piesented  to  parliament  in 
1689.— See  Town  Book,  No.  10.— Mackerell,  about  70  years  ago, 
makes  the  population  of  Lynn  to  amount  to  upwards  of  S0,000 :— iC 
bis  estimate  was  right^  even  within  5  or  6^000,  (and  he  published 
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point,  however,  may  not  now  be  very  easy  to  deter- 
mine. Bat  it  seems  very  evident,  that  the  trade  of  Lynn 
|ias  not  increased  to  the  digree  or  extent  that  might  have 
been  expected,  from  the  great  opulence  of  its  merchants 
and  the  vast  extent  of  its  inland  navigation.  The  real 
or  probable  cause  of  this  will  not  become  here  the  sub- 
ject of  enquiry;  but  it  may  not  be  unworthy  of  inves- 
tigation. 


it  uiuler  the  auspices  of  the  Corporation)  ^he  town  must  hay^ 
been  Su  more  populous  than  it  is  at  present.  See  Mackerell,  p.  93. 
—From  the  great,  and  increasing  number  of  empty  houses  now  in  the 
town,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  its  population  is  at  this  time  decreas- 
ing. The  apid  decay  of  trade,  the  psospsct  of  an  endless  war,  and 
the  daily  increase  of  the  public  burdens,  are  doubtless  among  the  causes 
of  this  depopulation.  Neither  the  pavin^^  nor  yet  the  «/tu  poor't  ratt 
Uvif  are  likely  to  realize  the  vast  benefits  promised  or  held  out  by 
the  promoters  of  them,  and  fondly  expected  by  many  of  the  inhabitants. 
On  the  contrary,  those  very  Acts  are  said  to  be  severely  felt  by  a  large 
portion  of  the  householders,  many  of  whom,  it  seems,  have  already 
broken  lip  housekeeping,  and  many  more  are  expected  to  take  the 
samecottTse.  Upon  the  whole,  it  does  not  seem  to  appear,  either  from 
the  Registers  of  Births  and  Burials,  or  from  any  other  known  circimi- 
stances  or  sources  of  information,  t}iat  the  population  of  Lynn,  within 
the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  (as  generally  supposed)  has  ezceedect 
that  of  former  periods.  This  subject^  however,  shall  be  reserved  for 
future  ccmsideration. 
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CHAP.  11. 


■^t  €«•>•>»■ 


Of  Marshland  and  the  adjoining  parU,  or  Great  Fen  Country .^^ 
View  of  their  situation  and  rerolutiont  in  remote  ages,  or  Sketch  of 
their  ancient  history. 

Section  II.  Account  of  their  state  before  and  afler 
the. arrival  of  the  Romani-^CharaHer  of  that  people^ 
establishment  of  their  power  herc^improvements  made 
by  them  in  thes^ parts. 

AS  Lynn  may  be  considered  as  the  Capital  or  Meffo* 
polb  of  Marshland  and  the  Fens,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  give  here  some  account  of  those  remarkable  districts 
from  the  earliest  times.  All  this  flat  and  level  country  is 
thought  to  have  been  originally  a  vast  forest,  which 
was  afterwards  in  some  measure  cleared^  and  converted 
into  good  cultivated  lai^d,  fertile  fields,  rich  pastures, 
and  numerous  habitations  of  industrious  men.  After  that 
however,  it  was,  it  seems,  for  no  short  period,  cover- 
ed by  the  sea,  occasioned,  perhaps,  by  an  earthquake, 
or  some  such  convulsive  event,  which  might  consider- 
ably lower  or  sink  the  whole  suiface  of  the  country,  and 
so  make  way  for  the  violent  influx  pfthe  ocean.  The 
overflpwing  waters  in  time  gradually  covering  the  ori- 
ginal surface  of  the  ground  wilh  silt  and  sand  to  a  very 
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^teat  depth,  or  rather  height,  would  at  last  recede; 
The  present  face  of  the  country,  composed  of  silt  to  a 
Vast  depth,Cand  which  seems  no  other  than  marine  sed- 
iment) confirms  this  hypothesis.  Still  however  the 
parts  next  the  sea,  such  Us  Marshland  and  the  low-lands 
oa  the  eastern  side  of  Lincolnshire  would  remain  as  a 
great  salt  marsh,  bccasionally  overflowed,  especially 
at  spring-tides. — This  seems  to  have  been  the  case  when 
JuUus  Cmsar  invaded  this  country,  and  when  Qaudius 
afterwards  reduced  it  to  the  state  of  a  Roman  Province. 

The  RcHnans,  with  all  their  faults,  were  certainly  ^ 
Wonderful  people.  Like  all  other  invaders  and  conque* 
rmrs  they  were  in  general  very  hard  masters,  and  in 
some  respects  most  vile  oppressors  and  tyrants.  In  other 
tespects^  however^  they  may  be  said  \x}  have  been  even- 
tually real  benefactors  \o  many,  if  not  io  most  of  the 
pouatries  and  nations  which  they  subdued,  as  they  werp 
the  means  of  greatly  improving  those  .qoj^trics,  and  of 
introducing  among  their  inhabit^^^ta  Jh^^^gf^unents  of 
mcfid  knowledge,  habits  of  i^d^stry^.,ggd|l^}  Jaws  .of 
civilization.  ^  .^  f  ^j ^ j ,{  , 

Julius  Casar's  invasion  of  Britain  seems  to  have  proved 
Upoa  the  whole  unsuccessful;  fbrhe  withdrew  to  the  con- 
tinent, without  being  able  to  effect  its  subjugation,  or  to 
retain  the  conquests  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  mad^; 
which  may  be  thought  to  furnish  a  pretty  strong  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  independent  spirit,  and  high  mi- 
liary character  of  the  British  nation  at  that  time.  Nor 
does  it  appear  that  the  Romans  ever  attempted  to  give 
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our  ancestors  any  further  disturbance  afterward,  till 
the  reign  of  Claudius,  whose  general,  Aulus  Plautius^ 
a  person  of  senatorial  dignity,  was  the  first  that  estaUished 
the  power  of  that  people,  or  gave  tliem  a  firm  footing  in 
this  island.  This  was  near  a  hundred  years  after  the 
retreat  or  departure  of  Julius  Caesar;  and  the  success  of 
Plautius  is  said  to  have  been  chiefly  or  greatly  owing  to 
ihe  bitter  dissentions  which  then  raged  among  the  Bri- 
tish chieftains,  some  of  whom  had  invited  the  Romans 
Iiither,  and  afterward  joined  them  against  their  own 
country-men.  Claudius  himself  came  over  sometime 
after,  and  completed  the  conquest  of  a  great  part  of  South 
Britain,  including,  it  seems,  the  country  of  tJie  Iceni^ 
which  comprehended  the  present  counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  with  most,  ifnot  the  whole  of  those  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Huntingdon,  and  probably  some  part  of 
Lincolnshire.  So  that  the  partes  adjoining  the  Fehs  be- 
came subject  io  the  Romans  among  their  earliest  acqui- 
sitions in  Britain.  Tlie  inhabitants  of  these  parts  are 
also  said  t0)have  made  the  least  resistance  to  them,  at  first, 
of  any  of  ih^,Britj;sh  Slates,  and  therefore  io  have  been 
for  sometime  more  highly  favoured  by  them  than  any  of 
the  rest.  Claudius  at  his  departure  from  this  island, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  in  X\\q  year  43  of  the  Chris- 
tian Era,  left  Jiere  a  considerable  force  under  Plautius> 
Vespasian  (afterwards  emperor)  and  other  experienced 
and  able  Generals,  who  were  succeeded  by  others,  no 
way  their  iiiferioi-s,  in  experience,  ability,  or  military 
fame;  among  wliom  were  Ostorius  Scapula,  Suetonius 
Pauliims,  aud  Julius  Agricola.  Besides  Julius  Caesar, 
Ckiudiusi  and  Vespasian,  several  others  of  the  Rcnnaa 
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emperors  are  said  to  have,  spent  some  part  of  their  timo 
ia  this  island ;  and  particular  Hadrian,  Severus^  Con* 
stantius  Ciiloras,  and*  his  son  Constantino  the  Great. 
The  latter  is  supposed  to  hare  been  born  here,  and  bis 
mother  is  said  to  havebeena  Briton.  His  father,  as  well 
as  his  predecessor  Severus,  died  at  York,  a  place  of 
no  small  oonsequenoe  and  celebrity  in  those  times. 

After  the  country  was  reduced,  and  made  a  part  or 
province  of  the  empire,  the  Romans  soon  began  to  view 
it  as  a  very  important  acquisition.  Accordingly  they 
set  in  good  earnest  about  improving  it;  and  there  are 
still  to  be  seen  numerous  proofs  and  monuments  of  their 
laborious,  ingenious,  and  successful  exertions.  Among, 
their  important  improvements  here  were  included  the 
draining  of  the  Fens,  and  the  embanking  of  the  Marshes, 
to  secure  them  against  the  violence  and  destructive  in- 
roads of  the  ocean.  Marshland  and  the  low  lands  of 
Lincolnshire,  as  was  before  observed,  they  found  in  the 
miserable  condition  of  a  salt  marsh,  occasiQnally  and 
frequently  overflowed  by  the  tides.  This  country  they 
^ured  by  very  strong  and  extepsive  embankments, 
which  bear  their  name  to  this  day.  ^ 

These  improvements  in  the  Fens  ai^d  Marshes  are  said 
to  have  been  the  works  of  a  colony  of  foreigners,  { 
brought  over,  probably,  from  Belgium,  a  country  of  a 
similar  description,  whose  natives,  from  their  previous 
luiowledge  and  habits,  would  be  eminently  fitted  foe 

£  3 

^  They  aire  ttUl  ctUed,  Tig  Panum  Banks, 
\  See  BadetUde^  p.  15. 
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such  employments.    Not  that  those  T^orks  can  be  snp« 
posed  to  have  been  effected  without  the  powerful  co* 
operation  of  the  native  Brit(His>  who  would  sometimes 
loudly  complain  of  the  hardships  they  endured  in  Ia-< 
bours  of  this  kind,  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Romans:  a 
plain  proof  that  they  bore  their  full  share  of  them.    Catut 
Decianusy  it  se^pis,  was  the  nam^  of  the  Roman  officer 
who  had  the  chief  direction  or  superintendence  of  the  im-« 
provements  then  projected  and  carried  on  in  the  Fens.  ♦ 
He  was  probably  the  first  Roman  Procurator  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Iceni,  and  continued  to  be  so  for  many 
years.     Some  things  recorded  of  him,  during  his  go^ 
vemmcntherc  exhibit  him  in  a  very  unamiable  and  detest-* 
able  light;  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  he  was  an  un^ 
feeling  and  severe  task-master  to  the  workmen  whom  he 
employed  in  the  fens  and  marshes,  as  well  as  elsewhere; 
so  that  we  need  not  wonder  that  they  should  sometime^ 
loudly  complain  of  the  hardships  they  underwent.     The 
public  works  of  which  he  had  the  direction  and  super* 
intcndence  seem,  however,  to  have  been  carried  on  by 
him  with  no  small  energy  and  effect,  and  to  have  been 
soon  brought  to  a  state  of  considerable  forwardness  and 
perfection. 

The  Fens  must  have  been  in  a  very  dismal  state  be* 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  Romans;  and  their  exertions,  un^ 
doubtcdly ,  wrought  a  mighty  and  most  happy  change 
in  the  face  of  the  country .  Houses,  village^,  and  towns 
wou'd  now  appear  in  places  that  were  before  perfectly 
desolate  and  dreary.     At  this  period  we  may  venture  to 

♦  See  Carte's  Histqiy  of  Ei^gUncJ,  ▼ol.  1,  p.  115,  119,  ;22. 
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date  the  origin  of  Lynn ;  for  it  may  be  pretty  safely  con^ 
eluded  that  H  owes  its  rise  to  the  schemes  formed  by  the 
Romans  for  the  recovery  and  improvement  of  these 
fois  and  marshes.  It  is  also  very  probable,  not  only 
'that  it  was  the  first  town  built  in  these  parts^  on  tbat 
occasion,  but  also  that  it  was  built  and  iidiabited  by 
those  foreign  colonists  above  mentioned,  and  derived 
its  name  from  them*  This  however  is  not  tiie  proper 
place  for  the  further  elucidation  of  this  point:  our  pns 
ffsA  buaness  being  witk  the  history  of  the  Fens, 


Sectiok  II.  Further  striciures  an  the  ancient  state 
of  this  eountrj/y  and  an  a  xBonicrful  change  it  appears 
to  have  undergone^  at  a  verj^  remote  and  unknovm  peri'* 
od;  from  DeSerra^s  account  of  a  siAmarine  Forest  on 
the  coast  ofXAucobishire, 

SOME  very  remote  ages  ago,  the  land,  it  seemS) 
extended  much  further  out  on  the  Lincohishire  coast 
than  it  does  at  present;  and  it  appears  that  whole  forests 
once  existed  in  places  now  wholly  occupied  by  flie 
ocean ;  which  must  tend  to  corroborate  what  has  been 
already  suggested,  that  the  whole  &ce  of  (he  fens  was 
originally  a  forest,  A  remarkable  P^per^  gMng  an 
account  of  a  Submarine  Forest  on  the  said  coast,  ap- 
peared m  the  Philosophical  Transacticms  for  1799.  Part 
I.  written  by  Josq>hCkirreaDe8erraLtL,Dt  F.  R.  S, 
and  A.  S.  in  which  the  AuthcMr  informs  us  of  a  repoit 
i9  Lincoliishire,  tbat  (i.Iarge  eatent  of  islets  of  moQr| 
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situated  along  the  coast,  and  visible  only  in  the  lowest 
ebbs  of  the  year,  was  chiefly  composed  of  decayed  trees. 
That  report  induced  him  to  lake  a  journey  thither  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  so  singular  a  curiosity.  Those 
islels,  he  observes,  are  marked  in  MitcheWs  Chart  of 
that  coast  by  the  name  o^Clay  huts;  and  the  Village  of 
Jluttofty  opposite  to  which  they  principally  lie,  he  sup- 
poses  to  have  derived  its  name  from  them.  "  In  the 
Month  of  September  1796,  (says  he)  I  went  to  Sutton, 
on  the  coast  of  Lincolnshire,  in  the  company  of  the  right 
honourable  tlie  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  order 
to  examine  their  nature  and  c?;t^nt.  The  19th  of  tlio 
month  being  the  day  after  the  equinoctial  full  moon, 
when  the  lowest  ebbs  were  to  be  expected,  we  went  in 
n  boat,  about  half  past  twelve  at  noon,  and  soon  set  fbot 
on  ont  of  the  largest  islands  then  appearing.  Its  exposed 
surface  was  about  30  yards  long,  and  23  wide  when  the 
tide  was  at  the  lowest.  A  great  number  of  smaller  islet^ 
were  visible  around  us  to  the  eastward  and  southward ; 
and  the  fishermen  whose  authority  in  this  point  is  very 
competent,  say  that  sinular  moors  arc  to  be  found  along 
the  whole  coast  from  Skegness  to  Grimsby,  pg^icxdarly 
off  Addlethorpe  and  Mablethorpe.  The  channels  dU 
viding  the  islets  were,  at  the  time  we  saw  them,  wide 
and  of  various  depths ;  the  islets  themselves  ranging  ge^ 
nerally  from  east  to  west  in  their  largest  d^nensions.^ 

^*  We  visited  them  again  in  the  ebbs  of  the  20th  and 
21st. ;  and  though  it  did  not  generally  ebb  so  far  as  wo 
f  xpected,  we  could  notwithstanding  ascertain  that  they 
^pnsist^dahpaostentirdy  of  roots,  trunks,  branches,  and 
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leaves  of  trees  and  shrubs,  intermbced  with  some  loaves 
of  aquatic  plants.  The  remains  of  some  of  these  trees 
were  still  standing  on  their  roots,  while  the  trunks  of  the 
greater  part  lay  scattered  on  the  ground  in  every  possi- 
ble direction.  The  barks  of  trees  and  roots  appeared 
generally  as  fresh  as  when  they  were  growing;  in  that 
of  the  branches  particularly,  of  which  a  great  quantity 
was  found,  even  the  thin  silver  membranes  of  outer 
skin  were  discernible.  The  timber  of  all  kinds  on  the 
contrary,  was  decomposed,  and  soft  in  the  greatest  part 
of  the  trees:  in  some,  howevdr,  it  was  firm,  especially 
in  the  roots.  The  people  of  the  country  have  often 
found  among  them  very  sound  pieces  of  timber,  fit  to  be 
employed  for  several  economical  purposes.  The  sorts 
of  wood  t?hich  are  still  distingubhable  are,  birch,  fir, 
and  oak.  Other  woods  evidently  exist  in  these  islets, 
of  some  of  which  we  found  the  leaves  in  the  soil ;  but 
our  present  knowledge  of  the  comparative  anatomy  of 
timber  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  to  afford  us  the  means 
of  pronouncing  with  confidence  respecting  their  species. 
In  general  the  trunks,  branches,  and  roots  of  the  de- 
cayed trees  were  considerably  flattened,  which  is  a  phe- 
nomenon observed  in  the  Surtarbrandy  or  fossil  wood  of 
Iceland,  and  which  Scheuchzer  remarked  also  in  the 
fossil  wood  foimd  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake  Thun 
in  Switzerland." 

^^  TheBCHl  to  which  the  trees  are  fixed^  and  in  which 
flieygiew,  is  a  soft  greasy  clay ;  but  for  many  inches 
above  the  surface,  the  soil  is  composed  of  rotten  leaves, 
icarcely  distinguishable  to  the  eye,  many  of  which  msgr 
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be  separated  by  putting  the  soil  in  watct  and  dctterousi y 
and  patiently  using  the  Spatula,  or  blunt  knife.  By 
this  method  I  obtained  some  imperfect  leaves  of  the  tier 
dquifoHuniy  which  are  now  in  the  Herbarium  of  the  right 
honourable  Sir  Joseph  Banks;  and  some  other  leaves, 
though  less  perfect,  seem  to  belong  to  some  species  of 
willow.  In  this  ^atum  of  rotten  leaves  we  could  also 
distinguish  some  roots  of  Arundo  Phragmites.'* 

^'These  iskte^  according  to  the  most  accurate  inibnn- 
ation,  extend  at  least  twelve  males  in  length,  and  about 
a  mile  in  breiKlth,  opposite  to  Sutton  shore.  The  wa- 
ter without  them  kmard  the  sea,  generally  deepens  sud- 
detAjy  so  as  to  form  a  steep  bank.  The  channels  be- 
tween the  several  iskts,  when  the  idets  are  dry,  in  the 
lowest  ebbs  of  the  year,  are  firom  fdur  to  twelve  teet  dtep: 
tb^  bottoms  are  clay  or  sand,  and  their  direction  is  ge- 
neiatly  firom ea^  to  west*" 

A  well,  dug  at  Sutton  by  Joshua  Searby,  shews  thai 
a  moor  of  the  same  nature  is  found  under  ground  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  at  the  depth  of  sixteen  feet,,  conse- 
quently very  nearly  on  the  same  level  with  that  wliicji 
constitutes  the  islets.  The  disposition  of  t^e  strata  was 
found  to  be  nearly  as  follows :  clay  sixteen  feet;  mom*^ 
similar  to  that  of  the  islets,  three  or  fo\ur  ditto;  ^ft 
moor,  like  the  scourings  of  a  ditch  bottom,  mixed  with 
Afik  ^d  silt,  twenty  feet;  marly  clay,  one  foot^ 
chalky Trock,  fir^n  9ne  ip  two  feet;  day,  tfairty^ne 
yards;  s^»velaQd  w^terj  <^  water  has  a  chalybeate 
taste.    In-OK^  to  a$(mtain  the  coarse  of  this  subtemi* 
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neoiis  stratum  of  decayed  yegetableS|  Sir  Joseph  Bank$ 
directed  a  boring  to  be  made  in  the  fields  belonging  to 
the  royal  Society  in  the  parish  of  Mabl^orpe.  Moor 
of  a  similar  nature  to  that  of  Searby's  well,  and  the  islets, 
was  found  very  nearly  on  the  same  level,  about  four 
fiset  thick,  and  under  a  soft  clay/' 

'*  The  whole  appearance  of  the  rotten  vegetables  we 
observed,  perfectly  resembles,  according  to  the  remark 
of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  the  moor  which,  in  Blakeney  Fen, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  East  Fen  in  Lincolnshire,  is 
thrown  up  in  the  making  of  banks ;  barks  like  those  of 
the  birch-tree  being  there  also  abundantly  found.  The 
moor  extends  over  all  the  Lincolnshire  fens,  and  has 
been  traced  as  far  as  Peterborough,  more  than  sixty 
miles  to  the  bouth  of  Sutton.  On  the  north  side,  accord- 
ing to  the  fishermen,  the  moory  islets  extend  as  fitr  as 
Grimsby,  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Humber: 
and  it  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  in  the  large 
tracts  of  low  land  which  lie  on  the  south  banks  of  that 
river,  a  little  above  its  mouth,  th^re  is  a  subterraneous 
stratum  of  decayed  trees  and  shrubs,  exactly  like  those 
we  have  observed  at  Sutton ;  particularly  at  Axolme  isle, 
atract  of  ten  miles  in  length  by  five  in  breadth ;  and  at 
Hatfield  chace,which  comprehends  180,000  acres.  Dug- 
dale  had  long  ago  made  this  observation  in  the  first  of 
these  places ;  and  Dela  Prime  in  the  second.  The  roots 
are  there  Ittewise  standing  in  the  places  where  they  grew: 
the  trunks  lie  prostrate.  The  woods  are  of  the  same 
qpedes  as  at  Sutton.    Roots  of  acquatic  plants  and  reeds 
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are  likewise  mixed  witk  them;  aad  they  are  corered  by 
a  fltratom  of  some  yards  of  sdl,  tl|e  Ihicknees  erf*  which, 
though  not  asceriaioed  wUh  exactness  by  the  above- 
mentioned  observers,  we  may  easily  conceive  to  corres- 
pond with  what  covers  the  stratum  of  decayed  wood  al 
Sutton,  by  the  circumstances  of  the  roots  being  (accord- 
ing to  Mr«  Richardson's  observations)  only  vissible 
•^hen  the  water  is  low,  where  a  channel  was  cut  which 
has  left  them  imcovered." 

<^LittIe  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  mo(Hy  islets  of 
Sutton  being  a  part  of  this  extensive  and  subterraneous 
stratum,  which,  by  some  inroad  of  the  sea,  has  there 
been  stripped  of  its  covering  of  soil.  The  identity  of 
the  levels;  that  of  the  species  of  trees;  the  roots  of  these 
affixed  in  both  to  the  soil  where  they  grew;  and  above 
all,  the  flattened  shape  of  the  trunks,  branches,  and 
rpots,  fonnd  in  the  islets  (which  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  heavy  pressure  of  a  superinduced  stratum)  are 
sufficient  reasons  for  this  opinion/' 


SfcCTioN  III.  Further  observations  from  the  same 
Paper — Epoch  of  the  destruction  of  the  said  Forest'^ 
Agency  hy  which  it  W4ss  ^ected^  Sfc. ^Similar  appear* 
anc€s  eastward  along  the  NorfoUi  coast. 

<<Such  a  wide-spread  assemblage  of  vegetable  ruins^ 
lying  almost  ill  the  san^  level,  and  that  lev^l  generally 
under  the  common  mark  of  low  water,  must  naturally 
strike  the  observer,  and  give  birth  to  thefoUowing  ques* 
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tions:      L  What  is  the  epoch  of  thb  destruetiM? 
2.    Bj  what  agency  was  it  effected  ? 

In  answer  to  these  questions  I  will  venture  to  submit 
the  following  reflections:  The  fossil  ren^ains  pf  vegeta** 
biles  hitherto  dug  up  in  so  many  part3  of  the  globe^ 
are,  on  a  close  inspection,  found  to  belopg  to  two  dif« 
ierent  states  of  our  planet  The  parts  of  ve^tablet 
and  their  impressions,  found  inmountmns,  of  a  colace* 
ous  and  schistous,  or  even  sometimes  of  a  calcareous 
nature,  are  chiefly  of  plants  now  existing  between  the 
tropics,  which  would  neither  have  grown  in  the  lati- 
tudes in  which  they  are  dug  up,  nor  have  been  carried 
and  deposited  there  by  any  of  the  acting  forces  under 
the  present  constitution  of  nature.  The  formation  indeed 
of  the  very  mountains  in  which  they  are  buried,  and  the 
nature  and  position  of  the  materials  which  compose 
them,  are  such  as  we  cannot  account  for  by  any  actions 
4nd  re-actions  which  in  the  actual  state  of  things  take 
place  on  the  surface  of  the  eartli.  We  must  necessarily 
recur  to  that  period  in  the  history  of  our  planet^  when 
the  surface  pf  the  ocean  was  at  least  so  much  above  its 
present  level  as  to  cover  even  the  summits  of  those  secon- 
dary mountains  which  contain  the  remains  of  tropical 
plants.  I^he  changes  lyhich  these  vegetables  have  suf- 
fered in  their  substance  is  ahnost  total;  they  commonly 
retain  only  the  external  configuration  of  what  they  were. 
Such  is  the  state  in  which  they  are  found  in  £iigland  by 
Lhwyd ;  in  France  by  Jussieu;  and  in  the  Netherlands 
by  Burtin;  not  to  mention  instances  in  more  distant  coun-« 
tries.    Some  of  the  unpressionys  (nt  remains  of  plants 
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found  in  soils  of  this  nature  which  were,  by  the  more 
ancient  and  enlightened  oryctologists,  supposed  to  be- 
long to  plants  actually  growing  in  temperate  and  cold 
climates,  seem,  on  accurate  investigation,  to  have  been 
part  of  exotic  vegetables.  In  fact,  whether  we  sup- 
pose them  to  have  grown  near  the  spot  where  they  are 
found,  or  to  have  been  carried  thither  from  different  parts 
by  the  force  of  an  impelling  flood,  it  is  equally  difficult 
to  conceive  how  organized  beings,  which,  in  order  to 
live,  require  such  a  vast  difierence  in  temperature  and 
seasons,  couldlive  on  the  same  spot,  or  how  their  remains 
could  (from  climates  so  widely  distant)  be  brought  to- 
gether in  the  place  by  one- common  dislocating  cause. 
To  this  ancient  order  of  fossil  vegetables  belong  whatever 
retains  a  vegetable  shape  found  in  or  near  coalmines,  and 
(to  judge  from  the  places  where  they  have  been  found) 
the  greater  part  of  the  agatized  woods.  But  from  the 
species  and  state  of  the  trees  which  are  the  Subject  of  this 
memoir,  and  from  the  situation  and  nature  of  the  soil 
in  which  they  are  found,  it  seems  very  clear  that  they 
do  not  belong  to  the  primeval  prder  of  vegetable  ruins." 

**  The  second  order  of  fossil  vegetables  comprehend 
those  which  are  found  in  the  strata  of  clay  or  sand;  ma- 
terial? which  are  the  result  of  slow  depositions  of  the  sea 
and  of  rivers,  agents  still  at  work  under  the  present  con- 
stitution of  our  planet.  Tliese  vegetable  remains  are 
found  in  such  flat  countries  as  may  be  considered  to  b^ 
a  new  formation.  The  vegetable  organization  still  subsists, 
at  least  in  part;  and  their  vegetable  substance  has  suffered 
a  change  only  in  colour,  smdl,  or  consistence;  alteifat 
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lions  which  are  produced  by  the  deyelopment  of  their  oily 
and  bitumenons  parts,  or  by  their  natural  progress  to- 
wards  rottenness.  Such  are  the  fossil  vegetables  found 
in  Cornwall  by  Borlase;  in  Essex,  by  Derham;  in  York* 
3hire  by  Dela  Prune  and  Richards(Hi;  and  in  foreign 
countries  by  other  naturalists.  These  vegetables  are 
found  at  different  depths;  some  of  them  much  below  the 
present  level  of  the  sea,  but  in  clayey  and  sandy  strata 
(evidently  belonging  to  modem  formation);  and  have,  no 
doubt,  been  carried  from  their  original  place  and  deposi* 
ted  there  by  the  force  of  great  rivers  or  currents,  as  it  has 
been  observed  with  respectto  the  Mississippi.  In  many  in* 
stances,  however,  these  trees  and  shrubs  are  found  stand- 
ing on  their  roots,  and  generally  in  low  or  marshy  places 
above,  or  very  little  below  the  level  of  the  sea. " 

<^To  this  l£^t  description  of  fossil  vegetables  the  de- 
cayed trees  here  described  certainly  belong.     They  have 
liot  been  transported  by  currents  pr  rivers;  but  though 
standing  in  their  native  soil,  we  cannot  suppose  the  level 
in  which  they  are  found  to  be  the  same  astliat  in  which 
they  grew.     It  would  be  impossible  for  any  of  thes^ 
trees  or  shrubs  to  vegetate  so  near  the  sea,  and  below  the 
common  level  of  its  water.    The  waves  would  cover 
soch  tracts  of  land,  and  hinder  any  vegetation..    We 
cannot  conceive  that  the  surface  of  the  ocean  has  ever 
been  any  lower  than  it  is  now;  on  the  contrary  we  are 
led,  by  numberless  phenomena  to  believe  that  the  level 
of  the  water  in  our  globe  is  now  below  what  it  was  In 
former  periods.     We  must  therefore  conclude,  that  the 
fimst  here  described  grew  in  a  level  high  enough  to  per-i 
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mit  its  vegetation;  and  that  the  force  (whatever  it  was) 
which  destroyed  it,  lowered  the  level  of  the  ground 
where  it  stood." 

"There  is  a  force  of  subsidence  (|)articiilarly  in  soft 
ground)which  being  a  natural  consecpienc^  of  gravity, 
slowly,  though  imperceptibly  operating,  has  its  action 
sometimes  quickened  and  rendered  siklden  by  extraneous 
causes;  for  instance,  by  earthquakes.  The  slow  effects 
of  this  force  of  subsidence  have  been  accurately  remark* 
ed  in  many  places:  examples  also  of  its  sudden  action 
are  recorded  in  almost  every  history  of  great  earths 
quakes.  -^In  England,  Borlase  has  given  in  the  PhUo* 
sophical  Traiisactions  a  curious  observation  of  a  subsi- 
dence of  at  least  sixteen  feet  in  the  ground  between  Samp* 
son  and  Trecaw  islands  in  Scilly.  The  sofl  and  low 
grounds  between  the  towns  of  Thome  and  Gowle  in 
Yorkshire,  a  space  of  many  miles,  has  so  much  subsi- 
'  ded  in  latter  times,  tliat  some  old  men  of  Thome  affirm- 
ed, "that  whereas  tliey  could  before  see  litfle  of  the 
Steeples  (of  Gowle)  they  now  see  the  church  yard  wall.** 
The  instances  of  similar  subsidence  which  might  be  mep* 
tioned,  are  iiummerable. 

^^  The  force  of  subsidence,  suddenly  acting  by  means 
of  some  earthquake,  seems  to  me  the  most  probable 
cause  to  which  the  usual  submarine  situation  of  the  fo- 
rest we  are  speaking  of  may  be  ascribed.  It  affords  a 
biraplc  easy  explanation  of  the  matter;  its  probability  is 
supported  by  numberless  instances  of  similar  events ;  and 
it  is  not  liable  to  the  strong  objections  which  exist 
against  the  hypothesis  of  the  ^^timate  depression  ^nd  ele- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HlStOttY    or    LYNN.  47 

taUon  of  the  leyel  of  the  ocean ;  an  opinion  which,  to 
be  credible,  requires  the  support  of  a  great  number  of 
proo6  less  equivocal  than  those  which  have  hitherto 
been  urged  in  its  &vour,  even  by  the  genius  of  Lavoi- 
sier.'* 

'^  The  stratum  of  soil  sixteen  feet  thick,  placed  above 
the  decayed  trees,  seems  to  remove  the  epoch  of  theuc 
sinking  and  destruction  &r  beyond  the  reach  of  any  hv^ 
torical  knowledge*  In  Caesar^s  time  the  level  of  the  nordi 
sea  appears  to  have  been  the  same  as  in  our  days.  He 
mentions  the  separation  of  the  Wahal  branch  of  tli0 
Rhine,  and  its  junction  with  the  Meuse;  noticing  the 
then  existing  distance  from  that  junction  to  the  sea^ 
which  agrees  according  to  D'Anville^s  inquiries,  with 
the  actual  distance.  Some  of  the  Roman  roads,  con<* 
Struded  according  to  the  order  of  Augustus,  under 
Agrippa^fi  administration,  leading  to  the  maritime  towns 
of  Belgium,  still  exist,  and  reach  the  present  shore. 
The  description  which  Roman  authors  have  given  of  the 
coast,  ports,  and  mouths  of  rivers,  on  both  sides  of  the 
North  sea,  agree  in  general  with  theur  present  state;  ex- 
cept  in  places  ravaged  by  the  inroads  of  this  sea,  more 
^  from  its  force  to  destroy  the  surrounding  countries 
Oian  to  increase  them.'' 

<<An  exact  resemblance  exists  between  maritime  Flan* 
dersand  the  opposite  coast  of  England,  both  in  point  of 
elevation  above  the  sea,  and  of  the  internal  fracture 
and  arrangement  of  the  soils.  On  both  sides  strata  of 
day,  silt,  and  sand,  (often  mixed  with  decayed  vege- 
tables) are  found  near  the  surface;  and  in  both,  these 
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sapfrior  materiak  cover  a  very  deep  stratum  of  blueish 
or  dark  coloured  clay,  unmixed  with  extraneous  bodies^ 
On  both  sides  they  are  the  lowermost  part  of  the  soil, 
existing  between  two  ridges  of  Jiigh  lands,  on  their  re-' 
spective  sides  of  the  same  narrow  sea.  These  two  coun« 
tries  are  certainly  coeval ;  and  whatever  proves  that  ma- 
ritime Flanders  has  been  for  many  ages  out  of  the  sea, 
must,  in  my  opinion,  prove  also  that  the  forest  we  are 
speaking  of  was  long  before  that  time  destroyed  and  bu- 
ried under  a  stratum  of  soil.  Now  it  seems  proved  from 
historical  records,  carefully  collected  by  several  learned 
members  of  the  Brussels  Academy,  that  no  material 
change  has  happened  in  the  lowermost  part  of  maritime 
Flanders  during  the  jienoA  of  the  last  two  thousand 
years." 

^*  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  suppose  the  original  ca- 
tastrophe which  buried  this  forest  to  be  of  very  ancient 
date;  but  1  suspect  the  inroad  of  the  sea  which  uncovered 
the  decayed  trees  of  the  islands  of  Sutton,  to  be  com-' 
paratively  recent.  The  state  of  the  leaves  and  of  the 
timber,   and  also  the  tradition  of  the   neighbouring 

people  concur  to  strengthen  this  suspicion.'* The 

reader,  it  is  hoped,  will  excuse,  and  even  approve  tlie 
length  of  this  curious  extract,  as  it  seems  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  account  for  and  elucidate  divers  striking  phe- 
nomena in  the  natural  history  of  the  Fens. 

Here  it  may  not  be  improper  further  to  observe,  that 
the  forest  above  described  seems  to  have  extended  from 
the  coast  of  Lincolnshire  a  considerable  way  along  the 
Norfolk  coast;  as  there  is  on  the  shore,  near  Thornbanoi 
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in  that  comity^  at  low  water,  the  appearance  (^  a  large 
forest  having  been,  at  some  period,  interred  and  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  waves.  Stools  of  numerous  large  tim* 
ber  trees,  and  many  trunks,  are  to  be  seen,  but  so  rot- 
ten, that  they  may  be  penetrated  by  a  spade.  These 
lie  in  a  black  mass  of  vegetable  fibres,  consisting  of  de- 
cayed branches,  leaves,  rashes,  flags,  &c.  The  extent  of 
thb  once  sylvan  tract  [on  the  Norfolk  coast]  must  have 
been  great,  from  what  is  discoverable;  and  at  high  wa- 
ter, now  covered  by  the  tides,  is  in  one  spot  from  five  to 
six-hundred  acres.  No  hint  of  the  manner,  or  the  time, 
in  which  this  submersion  happened,  can  be  traced.  No- 
thing like  a  bog  is  near,  and  the  whole  beach  besides  is 
compofed  of  a  fine  ooze,  or  marine  clay.  * 


Section  IV.  Some  further  geological  obseroations 
relating  to  the  Fens^  extracted  from  Dugdale's  Letters 
to  Sir  Thomas  Browne. 

The  fullest  and  most  circumstantial  account  we  have 
of  these  Fens  is  contained  in  Sir  William  Dugdale's 
History  of  Embanking,  the  substance  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  following  pages.  He  has  also  treated  upcm 
the  same  subject  in  hb  correspondence  with  his  friend 
Sir  Thomas  Browne,  published  in  the  posthumous  works 
of  the  latter;  some  extracts  from  which,  being  much  to 

6 

•  Philosophical  TransacUoM,  N©»  481-ii«Iio  Beauties  of  Entland, 
Volume  XI,  p.  94. 
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<hc  purpose^  sliall  be  here  submiUcd  to  (lie  reader's  pe* 
rusaL 

In  Letter  IV,  he  says  to  bis  friend,  "  I  shall  here 
acquaint  you  with  my  couceit  touching  the  spaciouf    . 
tract,  in  form  of  a  sinus,  or  bay,  >vhich  >ve  call  the 
great  level  of  the  fens;  extending  from  Lynn  beyond 
Waynfleetin  Lincolnshire  in  length;  and  in  breadth  into 
some partsof  the  counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge, 
Huntingdon,  Northampton,  and  Lincoln:  intreatingyour 
opinion  therein.     That  it  was  at  firjit  firm  land  I   am 
induced  to  believe,  when  I  consider  the  muUilude  of  trees 
(fir,  oak,  and  other  kinds)  found  in  those  drains  and  dig- 
gings which  have  of  late  years  been  made  there."  Aflcr 
mentioning  some   ins<anrt*s,  he  adds— "Mr  Goddard, 
Recorder  of  L^^nn,  assures  me  that  lately  in  Marshland, 
about  a  mile  from  MagdahMi  Bridge,  about  seventeen  feet 
deep  (upon  occasion  of  letting  down  a  sluice)  were  found 
bcIoAv  the  silt  (for  ofthat  sort  is  all  Marsldand  and  Hol- 
land) in  very  firm  earth,  furze  bushes,  as  they  grew, 
not  rotted;  and  nut  tn  es,  witli  nuts,  not  perished;  nei- 
ther of  whicli  kiiul  of  bnslies  or  trees  are  now  growing 
u|H>n  tliat  silly  soil  of  Marsliland,  though  it  be  fruitful 
and  rich  for  other  vegetaWes."  — Afterward  he  adds, 
I  shall  t<*ll  you  how  I  conclude  it  became  a  fen  by  the 
stagnation  of  the  fresh  waters;  which  is  thus— The  sea 
having  its  passage  upon  the  ebbs  and  flows  thereof  alon^ 
the  coaht  of  Norfolk  to  the  coitst  of  Lincolnshire,  did 
in  time,  by  reason  of  its  muildiness,  leave  a  shelf  of 
sih  betwixt  those  two  points  of  land,  viz:  Rising  in  Nor- 
folk,  and  the  comitry  about  Spilsby  in  Lincolnshire 
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wliich  sbelf  increasing  iu  height  aiid  kfigth  so  much^ 
as  Uiat  the  ordinary  tides  did  not  overflow  it,  was  by 
tliat  check  ofUiose  fluxes,  in  time,  so  much  augmented 
in  breadth,  that  the  Romans  finding  it  considerable  for 
the  fertility  of  the  soil,  made  the  first  Sea-banks  for  Us 
proser\^ation  from  the  Spring-tides,  which  might  other* 
wise  overflow  it.  And  now.  Sir,  by  this  settling  of  the 
silt,  Ihe  soil  of  Marshland  and  Holland  had  its  first 
beginning.  By  the  like  excess  of  silt  brought  into  the 
mouths  of  these  rivers,  which  had  their  outfalls  at  Lymi,^ 
Wisbeach,  and  Boston,  wliere  the  fresh  water  is  so  stop- 
ped, as  that  the  ordinary  lajid  floods,  being  not  of  forc-e 
enough  to  grind  it  out  (as  the  term  is)  all  the  level  be- 
hind became  overflowed;  and  as  an  ordmary  pond 
gathereth  mud,  so  did  this  do  more,  which  in  time 
hath  increased  to  such  thickness,  tliat  since  tIiePo-(//A*^ 
was  made  to  keep  up  the  fresh  water  from  drowning 
Marshland  on  the  other  side,  and  South  £au-Bank  for 
4he  preservation  of  Holland  from  the  like  inundation,  the 
level  of  the  Fenn  is  become  four  feet  higher  than  the 
level  of  Marshland,  as  Mr  Vermuiden  assured  me  upon 
a  view  and  observation  thereof.** — Afterward  he  observes^ 
That  the  time  when  the  passage  of  Wisbeach  was  so  silt- 
ted  up,  as  that  the  outfall  of  the  great  river  Ouse,  which 
was  there,  became  altered,  and  was  diverted  to  Lynn, 
was  in  Henry  the  third's  reign,  as  my  testimonies  (says 
he)  from  records  manifest,  " 

In  his  5th  Letter  he  says  to  his  friend  -"Since  I 
wrote  to  you  for  your  opinion  touching  the  various  course 

Q  2 
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oftbesea,  I  met  with  some  notable  instances  of  that 
land  in  a  late  author,  viz,  Olvoarius  Urediusy  in  his  His- 
tory of  Flanders;  which  he  manifesteth  to  be  occasioned 
from  Earthquakes*^^ — ^Andthis  appears  to  have  become 
afterward  our  author's  own  settled  opinion,  as  to  the 
ancient  influx  of  the  sea  over  this  great  level  country. 


Section  V.  A  concise  view  of  the  ancient  and  modem 
history  of  the  Fen  Country j  from  Pennant^ s  Preface  to 
his  third  volume  of  Arctic  Zoology. 

Among  the  modem  authors  who  have  treated  of  these 
Fens,  no  one,  perhaps,  ranks  higher  than  Pennant, 
Of  this  singular  tract  of  coimtry  he  gives  the  following 
accounts 

^fThe  great  Level,  which  comprehends  Holland  in 
this  county,  [Lincohuhire]  with  part  of  Northampton* 
shire,  Huntingdonshire,  Cambridgeshire,  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk,  a  tractof  sixty  computed  miles  in  length,  and 
forty  in  breadth,  had  been  originally  a  wooded  country. 
Whole  forests  of  firs  and  oaks  have  been  found  in  dig« 
ging,  fiir  beneath  the  moor  on  the  solid  ground ;  oaks 
fifteen  feet  in  girth,  and  ten  yards  long,  mostly  burnt  at 
the  bottoms,  the  ancient  method  of  falling  them :  multi- 
tudes of  others  entirely  rooted  up,  as  appears,  by  the 
force  of  the  sea  bursting  iti  and  overwhelming  this  whole 
tract,  and  coyeririg  it  with  silt,  or  mud  which  it  carried 
with  it  firom  tune  to  time.'* 
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la  process  of  time,  this  tract  underwent  another  revo- 
lutioa.  The  silt  or  mud  gained  so  considerably  as  to 
kare  vast  spaces  dry,  and  other  parts  so  shallow,  as  to 
eocoarage  the  Romans  to  gain  these  fertilized  countries 
from  the  sea.  Those  sensible  and  indefatigable  people 
first  taught  us  the  art  of  embanking,  and  recovered  the 
valuable  lands  we  now  ]>ossess.  It  was  the  complaint  of 
Galgacus,  that  they  exhausted  the  strength  of  the  Bri- 
tons, in  sj/lvis  et  paludibtis  emuniendis^  *  in  clearing 
woods  and  draining  marshes/' 

"After  the  Romans  deserted  our  island,  another  change 
took  place.     Neglect  of  their  labours  succeeded:  the 
drains  were  no  longer  kept  open,  and  the  whole  became 
kii  and  shallow  lake,  resembling  the  present  east  fen ; 
the  haunt  of  myriads  of  water  fowl,  or  the  retreat  of  ban- 
ditti.    Ely  and  many  little  tracts,  which  had  the  advan- 
tage of  elevation,  were  at  that  period  literally  islands. 
Several  of  these  in  early  times,  became  the  retreat  of 
ib^  religous.      Ely,   Thomey,   Ramsey,  Spiney  and 
othe^  rose  into  celebrated  Abbeys,  and  by  the  industry 
of  their  inhabitants  first  began  to  restore  the  works  of  the 
Romans.    The  country  above  Thomey,  is  represented 
by  an  old  historian  [  William  of  McUmsburj/']  as  a  para- 
dice.     CoBstant  visitations,  founded  on  wholesome  laws, 
preserved  this  vast  recovered  country ;  but  on  the  rapid 
and  rapacious  dissolution,  the  removal  of  several  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  neglect  of  the  laws  of  sewers^  the 
drains  wore  filled,  the  cultivated  lands  overflowed,  and 
flie  country,  again  reduced  to  a  useless  morass."  + 

•  Vita  Agricolt. »  f  Compire  Dug<1ale's  maps  of  IhU  tract  in 

Itf  monss^  and  iroproTca  lUtei  p.  375,  416. 
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In  the  20th.  of  Elizabeth,  the  state  of  the  country  was 
taken  into  consideration  :  J  no  great  matters  were  done 
till  the.  time  of  Francis,  and  W^illitmi  his  son,  earls  of 
Bedford,  who  attempted  this  Herculean  work,  and  re- 
claimed this  vast  tract  of  more  than  300,000  acres  ;  and 
the  last  received,  under  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  the 
just  reward  of  90,000  acres.  I  speak  not  of  the  rcliqurs 
of  ancient  banks,  which  1  have  seen  in  Holland  in  I^iii- 
colnshire,  now  remote  from  the  sea,  nor  yet  the  Koman 
timuli,  the  coins  and  other  evidences  of  the  residence  of 
that  nation  in  these  parts :  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  will  be 
undertaken*  by  the  pen  of  some  native,  who  will  perform 
it  from  actual  survey. 

*'Thc  vast  fenny  tracts  of  these  countries  were  in  old 
times  the  haunts  of  multitudes  of  water  fowl,  but  the 
happy  change,  by  attention  to  draining,  has  substituted 
in  their  place  thousands  of  sheep;  or,  instead  of  reeds, 
made  those  tracts  laugh  with  corn.  The  Crane ^  which 
once  abounded  in  these  parts,  has  even  deserted  our 
island.  The  common  xcild  duck  still  breeds  in  multi^^ 
tudes  in  the  unreclaimed  parts;  and  thousands  are  sent 
annually  to  the  London  markets,  from  the  numerous 
Decoys,  The  Grej/  lag  Goosey  the  origin  of  the  tame, 
breeds  here,  and  is  resident  the  whole  year.  A  few 
otliers  of  the  duck  kind  breed  here.  JLapnirtgSy  Red* 
breasted  Godwits,  and  JVhhnbrels  are  found  here  during 
summer;  but  with  their  young  in  autumn  disperse  about 
the  ihland.  The  Shorl-eared  Owl  migrates  here  with 
the  JVoodcochy  and  is  a  welcome  guest  to  the  farmer,  by 

I  History  of  Tjabiinkin^. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY     OP    LYNIC.  55 

clearing  the  fields  of  mice.  Kmts  swartn  on  the  coast 
in  winter :  are  taken  in  numbers  in  nets :  yet  none  are 
seen  during  summer.  The  most  distant  north  is  proba- 
blythe  retreat  of  the  multitude  of  water-fowl  of  each 
order  which  stock  our  shores,  driven  southward  by  the 
extreme  cold :  most  of  them  regularly,  others  whose 
nature  enables  them  to  brave  the  usual  winters  of  the 
frigid  zone,  are  with  us  only  accidental  guests,  and  in 
icasons  when  the  frost  rages  in  their  native  land  with  un- 
usual severity." 

<*In  the  latitude  of  Boston,  or  about  liititude  53,  the 
following  remark  may  be  made  on  the  vegetable  crea- 
tion :  a  line  may  be  drawn  to  the  opposite  part  of  the 
kingdom,  which  will  comprehend  the  greatest  part  of 
Lincolnshire,  Nottinghamshire,  Derbyshire,  the  moor- 
lands of  Staffordshire!  all  Chesliire,  Flintshire,  Den- 
bighshire, Caernarvonshire,  and  Anglesey.  Beyond 
thb  line,  nature  hath  allotted  to  the  northern  parts  of 
these  kingdoms  certain  plants  which  are  rarely  or  never 
found  to  transgress  that  line  to  the  south." — In  another 
place  he  says, 

*'From  Hulm,  the  northern  promontory  of  Norfolk, 
the  sea  advances  deeply  westward,  and  forms  the  great 
bay  called  The  Washes^  filled  with  vast  sand  banks, 
the  summits  of  which  are  dry  at  low  water;  but  the  in- 
tervening channels  are  thameans  of  prodigious  commerce 
to  Lynn,  seated  on  the  Ouse,  which  is  circulated  into 
the  very  inland  |)aris  of  our  Island,  through  the  various 
rivers  which  fall  into  its  lon<^  course.  Lynn  is  men- 
tioned iu  the  Domesdoj/  book^  but  became  consider*- 
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ble  for  its  conunerce  with  Norway,  as  early  as  the  year 
1384. 

^^The  opposite  shore  is  that  of  Lincolnshire.  Its  great 
commercial  town  Boston  stands  on  the  Witham,  a  few 
miles  from  the  head  of  the  bay.  Spring  tides  rise  at 
the  Key  fourteen-feet,  and  convey  there  vessels  of  above 
a  hundred  tons;  but  greater  ships  lie  at  the  scap,  the 

opening  of  the  Estuary. The  sluggish  rivers  of  these 

tame  tracts  want  force  to  form  a  depth  of  Water. 

^^Lincolnshire  and  part  of  six  other  counties  arc  the 
pais  basy  the  Low  countries  [or  Netherlands']  of  Britain* 
This  very  extensive  tract,  from  the  scap  to  the  northern 
headland,  opposite  to  Hull,  presents  to  the  Sea  a  bow- 
like and  almost  unindented  front;  and  so  low  as  to  be 
visible  from  sea  only  at  a  small  distance,  and  churches 
instead  of  hills  are  the  only  land-marks  to  seamen,  a- 
mong  which  the  beautiful  Steeple  of  Boston  is  particu- 
larly distinguished.  The  whole  Coast  is  pointed  with 
Salt-marshes  or  sand  hills,  and  secured  by  artificial 
banks.  Old  Hollingshed  gWes  a  long  list  of  ports  on 
this  now  inhospitable  coast.  Waj/nflcetj  once  a  noted 
haven,  is  at  present  a  mere  creek.  Skegness ^  once  a 
large  walled  town  with  a  good  harbour,  is  now  an  in- 
considerable place,  a  mile  from  the  sea :  and  the  port  of 
Grimsbj/y  which  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  furnished 
him  witli  eleven  ships,  is  now  totally  choked  with 
sand." 

^^All  these  coasts  of  Lincolnshire  are  flat,  and  have 
been  gained  from  the  sea.    Barton  and  Barrow  have  not 
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At  present  tbe  least  appearance  of  ports;  and  jet  by  JtoU 
liogshed  were  styled  good  ones.  Similar  accidents  havd 
be&Uen  the  low  tract  of  Holdemess,  which  &ce$  the 
congruent  sh<M^.  HedonySL  few  miks  below  Hull| 
levecai  hundptd  years  ago  a  port  of  great  commetcei  is 
now  a  mile  and  half  from  the  water^  and  has  long  given 
way  to  the  fortune  of  the  latter  (a  creation  of  Edward  I 
in  1396)  on  account  of  the  excellency  of  its  port.  B^ 
in  return  the  sea  has  made  ample  reprisals  qix  the  lands 
of  thb  Hundred.  The  site,  and  even  the  very  names 
of  several  places,  once  towns  of  note  upon  the  Humher^ 
arc  now  only  recorded  in  history;  and  Hatmspur  was 
at  one  time  the  rival  of  Hull,  and  a  port  so  very  con- 
siderable in  1332,  that  Edward  Baliol  and  the  confede- 
rated English  barons  sailed  from  hence  with  a  great  fleet 
to  mvade  Scotland:  Henry  IV,  in  1S99  made  choice  of 
this  port  to  land  at,  to  effect  the  deposal  of  Richard  II; 
yet  (he  whole  of  it  has  been  long  since  devoured  by  the 
merciless  ocean;  extensive  sands,  dry  at  low  water,  are 
to  be  seen  in  their  stead:  except*  Suttk  Island,  which 
tin  about  1666  appeared  among  them  like  an  elevated 
shoal,  at  which  period  it  was  regained,  by  embankments 
from  the  sea,  and  now  forms  a  considerable  estate,  pro- 
bably restored  to  its  pristme  condition." 
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.  Section  VI.  Furtfid'  accounicfthe  Fens^  fromth^ 
B£AUTi£6  OF  ENGLAND,  and  Other  sources. 

^^Tbat  this  Tast  level  was  at  first  a  firm  dry  land,  and 
not  annoy ed  with  any  extraordinary  inundation  by  tlie 
sea,  or  stagnation  of  fresh  waters,  is  evident  from  die 
quantity  of  trees  that  have  been  found  buried  in  different 
parts  of  the  fens,  and  akofroma  variety  of  other  cir^ 
cumstances. 

^^Dugdalc,  in  his  Histort/  of  Embanking^  observes 
that  in  making  several  channels  for  draining  in  the  isle 
of  Axholm,  great  numbers  of  oak,  fir,  and  other  trees 
were  found  in  the  moor.  The  fir  trees  lay  at  the  depth 
of  between  four  and  five  feet,  but  the  oaks  were  ,but  lit- 
tle more  than  three  feet  beneath  the  soil.  They  were 
.iiiscovered  lying  near  their  roots,  which  <^  still  stand  as 
they  grew,"  that  is,  in  firm  earth  below  tlu5  ;noor,  and 
the  bodies,  for  the  most  part^  nDrtIiTv;est  from  the  iropts, 
not  cut  down  with  axes,  but  burnt  asunder,  somewhat 
pear  the  ground,  as  the  ends  of  thera,.  being  coaled^  dp 
manifest.  The  oaks  were  lying  in  multitudes,  and  of 
an  extmoifdinary  size,  being  five  yards  in  compass,  and 
sixteen  yards  long;  and  some  smaller  of  a  greater  length, 
with  agood  quantity  of  acorns  and  small  nuts  near  them." 
Similar  discoveries  have  been  made  in  the  fen  near  Thor- 
ney :  in  digging  the  channel  north  of  Lynn,  called  Down- 
ham  £au;  and  in  many  other  places. 

Mr  Richard  Atkins^  a  gentleman  of  considerable  re- 
search, and  a  commissioner  of  sewers  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.  was  of  opinion  that  the  Fens  were  formerly 
meadow  land,  fruitful,  healthy^  and  lucrative  to  the  in- 
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habitants,  from  affording  relief  to  the  people  of  the  higb« 
lands  in  times  of  drought,  Pdertxirough^  he  observes^ 
was  of  old  called  Meadham stead,  onaccoontof  themoBf 
dow^  there,  though  most  of  the  present  fens  belong  tq 
that  district.  Likewise  Ely,  or  Peterborough  Gfeat  Fen, 
vns&  once  a  forest. 

^^In  a  Paper  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  by 
the  reverend  John  Rastrick  of  Lynn,  and  published  in 
the  Philosophical  Transactions  (No.  279,  1702)  it  h 
mentioned,  that  on  removing  the  foundation  of  the  old 
sluice  at  the  end  of  Hammond's  Bank,  where  it  falls 
into  Boston  Haven,  tiie  workmen  discovered  many  rocte 
(rf*  trees  issuing  fiom  their  boles,  or  trunks^  ^pvead  in 
the  gronnd;  and  in  taking  them  up  with  the  earth  in 
whichtiiey  were  embedded,  they  met  with  a  solid  gnu 
velly  and  stony  soil,  of  the  high  country  kind,  but  black 
and  disccionred,  from  the  length  of  yeais^  and  the 
change  i^hich  had  befallen  it« 

^^Mr,  tlhtobb^  in  his  Historical  Account  of  the  Bedn 
ford  Level,  affirms,  that  in  his  perambulations  over  the 
levels  of  Sutton  and  Mepal,  and  others  adjacent,  in  the 
counties  of  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  he  observed,  at 
the  depth  of  about  three  feet  under  the  present  mobrish 
soil,  multitudes  of  roots  of  large  trees,  standing  as  they 
had  grown,  from  which  the  bodi^  bad  manifestly  beei^ 
sawnc^.  Some  of  them  he  saw  lying  at  a  small  distance 
from  their  roots,  at  the  depth  above-mentioned ;  and  he 
was  credibly  informed  that^sat  numbers  had  been  and 
iveie  still  ffnivd  severed  and  lying  in  the  same  manner^ 

h8 
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"He  also  relates  that  in  driying  the  piles  for  securing 
the  foundation  of  the  great  sluice  at  the  mouth  of  the 
new  cut,  a  little  above  Boston,  in  1764,  roots  of  trees 
were  found  at  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet  below  the  pas* 
turage  surface,  standing  as  the  trees'  had  grown*  Some 
of  them  were  obliged  to  be  chopt  through  to  make  a  pas- 
sage for  the  pilc8.  In  some  other  parts  of  the  trench 
dug  for  laying  the  same  foundations,  small  shells  were 
discovered,  disposed  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are 
often  found  at  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  marsh  creeks. 

^^The  preceding  instances  are  sufficient  proofs,  that 
ihe  surface  of  this  level  was  anciently  much  lower  than 
it  is  at  present ;  ^  and  also  that  it  must  have  remained 
dry  for  a  vast  number  of  years,  otherwise  the  trees  would 
never  have  attained  to  the  magnitude  which  they  appear 
to  have  done  by  the  above  statements.  In  what  age,  or 
from  what  causes  the  waters  overspread  the  country,  and 
converted  this  extensive  district  into  fens,  is  uncertain; 
yet  there  are  re?isons  to  believe,  that  the  great  level 
would  have  remained  in  a  flourishing  state  till  the  present 
time,  if  the  operations  of  nature  had  not  been  interrupted 
by  the  works  of  art. 

*^Difgdfl/e,  in  a  quotation  from  the  Life  ofAgricoIa, 
by  Tacitus,  says  that  ^^the  Britons  complained  that 
their  hands  and  bodies  were  worn  out  and  consumed  by 

^  No,  surely,  not  suflkient  proofs  that  the  surface  was  lower ;  but 
vather,  or  only,  that  the  country  wfis  once  dry  and  woody,  apd  long 
remained  %o  :  for  upon  the  reasonable  supposition  of  an  Earthquake^  as 
was  before  repeatedly  suggested,  the  probability  would  be,  that  the 
surikce  was  anciently  as  high  at  least,  if  not  higher  than  at  present^  but 
was  considerably  lowered  by  that  conTulsive  event,  which  would  X£i&\% 
iray  for  the  violent  bursting  In  of  the  sea. 
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Oe  Romans,  in  cleariog  the  woods,  and  embanking  the 
fens."  This  sentence,  when  considered  conjointly  with 
the  foregoing  accounts  of  the  state  in  which  the  trees 
hare  been  found,  enables  us  to  form  an  idea  of  the  time 
when  the  woods  were  destroyed,  which  appears  to  have 
been  before  the  Romans  had  secured  the  entire  possession 
of  the  Island.  Some  of  the  trees,  we  find,  were  burnt,  and 
others  sawn  down,  and  this  evidently  without  any  re- 
gard either  to  profit  or  utility,  since  the  trunks  were  left 
to  perish  on  the  soil  where  they  grew.  It  is  probable 
therefore,  that  they  were  felled  to  deprive  the  Britons  of 
shelter,  and  to  enable  the  Roman  soldiers  to  march  ia 
greater  security,  and  obtain  an  easier  conquest, 

<<The  emperor  Severus  is  said  to  have  been  tlie  first 
who  intersected  the  fens  with  causeways,  Dugdale  has 
mentioned  one,  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  him^ 
of  twenty-four  miles  in  length,  extending  from  Denver 
to  Pdeiborough.  This  was  composed  of  gravel,  about 
three  feet  in  depth  and  sixty  feet  broad,  and  is  covered 
with  moor  from  three  to  five  feet  in  thickness.  This  fur- 
nishes another  proof  of  tlie  great  alterations  which  the 
fens  liave  undergone ;  yet  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  may  be  illustrated  still  further, 

<'The  celebrated  Sir  Robert  Cotton^  when  making  a 
pool,  at  the  edge  of  Connington  Downs,  in  HuntingdcHi- 
shire,  found  the  skeleton  of  a  large  sea-fish  nearly  twen- 
ty feet  long,  about  six  feet  below  the  superfices  of  tlie 
ground,  and  as  much  below  the  general  level  of  the  fens. 
Many  of  the  bones,  which  from  their  long  continuance 
in  the  earth,  were  incrusted  with  stone,  were  preserved^ 
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and  arc  reported  to  be  stfll  in  tiiepolsession  of  Sir  H<n 
bert's  descendants. 

^'At  Whittlesea,  in  digging  tlirough  the  moor,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  moat  to  secure  a  plantation  of 
fruit  trees,  at  eight  feet  deep,  a  perfect  soil  was  found, 
,  with  swaths  of  grass  lying  on  it  as  they  were  at  first 
mowed."  This  seems  to  indicate  that  the  uiundation 
which  ovcrwhehiied  the  country,  happened  in  sununer, 
or  early  in  autumn,  and  had  not  been  foreseen  by  the 
inliabitoi^ts.  The  nuls  and  acorns  before-mentioned, 
will  also  porroborate  this  conjecture,  as  to  the  time  of 
the  year  when  this  catastrophe  happened ;  and  so  do  the 
yvvaths  of  grass,  or  mown  hay,  astp  the  suddenness  of  it^ 

'  <^  When  tbet  found^ion  was  dug  for  Sbirbeck  sluice, 
near  Boston,  at  the  depth  of  sixteen  feet  a  smithes 
forge  was  discovered  embedded  in  silt,  with  all  the 
tools  belonging  to  it,  several  horse^shoes  and  some  other 
articles.  Also  in  setting  down  a  sluice  a  little  below 
Magdalene  Fall^  a  stone  eight  feet  long  and  a  cart 
wheel  were  found  at  a  similar  dejith  below  the  surface, 
Likewise  near  the  river  Welland,  at  the  depth  of  ten 
feet,  several  boats  were  dug  up ;  and  at  the  same  depth, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  tlie  remains  of  ancient 
tan-vats  or  pits,  and  a  great  quantity  of  horns  werq 
found.'^ 

^'Ilenrj/ of  Huntingdon^  who  lived  in  the  reign,  of 
king  Strphen,  describes  this  fenny  country  as  vcry.plea^ 
santand  agreeable  to  the  eye,  watered  by  many  rivers 
>\hich  nm  through  it,  diversified  witb  many  large  an4 
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emaUlakes^  and  adomed  with  many  woodi  nmA  islands. 
WUHam  of  Mabmburjf  dlsoy  who  Kved  till  tiie  first  great 
gf  Ueniy  H^  has  painted  thestate  of  the  land  round  Thor«* 
Hey  in  the  most  glowing  coloarSt  He  represents  it  as  a 
paradise;  the  very  marshes  abounding  in  trees,  who^c 
length,  without  knots,  emulated  the  stars.  The  plain 
there  (says  he)  is  as  level  as  the  sea,  which  with  the  fIou« 
l&hing  of  the  grass  allureth  the  eye;  and  so  smooth  that 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder liim  that  runs  through  it;  nei-^ 
Iher  is  there  any  waste  place  in  it;  foi*  in  some  parts  there 
are  apple  trees;  in  others  vines,  which  either  spread  up- 
on the  grounds,  or  run  along  the  poles. 

Making  every  allowance  for  the  florid  colouring  of  the 
above  rejuresentations,  it  is  manifest  that  the  level  in  the 
times  of  the  above  writers  must  Ivave  been  in  a  very 
flourishing  and  superior  condition  to  what  it  was  a  few 
centoricB  afterwards,  when  the  fens  were  covered  with 
woler,  and  the  inhidt>it»its  of  many  islands  in  danger  of 
perishing  for  want  of  food4''  Whatever  occasioned 
the  aUeratioB,  it  deariy  appears  that  attempts  at  drain- 
ing were  made  as  early  as  the  reign  of  £dward  I,  and 
have  been  continued  witb  various  sucdess  to  the  present 
time.  The  ianous  John  d/  Gamt^  and  Margaret 
cowdess  of  Richmond  wereamoi^  the  first  adventurers 
wboeailnilBed  in  this  undertaking.  They  were  pretty 
•oon  sacceeded  by  bisAop  Morton^  whose  patriotic  ef* 
fiarts,  as  has  been  already  observed,  ware  attended  with 
considerable  success. 
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SEctioK  VII.  Of  the  Fens  from  the  time  of  ffen^ 
VIH,  or  rather  that  of  Eiisabethy  to  the  Revolution/ 
gking  an  account  of  the  Afferent  projects  of  improve-' 
ment  proposed  and  carried  on  during  that  period. 

Durbigthe  successive  reigns  of  Henry  VIII,  Jl^ward 
VI,  and  Mary  I,  little  attention  appears  to  have  beea 
paid  to  the  state  or  improvement  of  the  fens.  For 
most  of  that  time,  and  t^yer  after  the  dissolusion  of  the 
abbeys,  to  which  a  very  great  part  of  these  fens^ belong* 
cd,  they  were^  it  seems,  almost  entirely  neglected,  and 
soon  reduced  to  a  very  wretched  condition:  so  little  care 
having  been  taken  by  the  new  possessors  to  keep  the 
drains  open  and  the  banks  in  repair,  compared  with 
^hat  had  been  done  by  their  wiser  predecessors,  the  ab^ 
bots  and  the  monks. 

In  Elizabeth^s  time,  howevcfry  things  w^re  gotten  to 
such  a  pass  as  not  to  admit  of  being  any  longer  overlodi- 
ed  or  neglected.  The  rdgn  of  that  queen  (as  Mr  Gough 
observes  iu  his  edition  of  Camden)  ^^may  be  properly 
fixed  on  as  the  period  wlien  the  Great  Levd  began  to 
become  immediately  a  public  Caire."  In  her  20tb.  year 
a  commission  was  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Cecil,  Sir 
William  Fitz- Williams,  and  others,  to  dtain  the  fens 
about  Clowes  Gross;  but  the  inutility  of  such  a  partial  de- 
sign appears  to  have  been  early  foreseeti,  as  there  is  no 
accoimt  of  the  plan  ever  being  acted  upon.  In  her  43ni 
year,  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  on  a  general  plan^ 
which  not  only  included  the  draining  of  the  great  level, 
but  likewise  all  the  marshes  and  drowned  lands  in  the 
kingdom.    This  scheme,  for  which  resources  equal  to 
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the  extent  of  the  undertaking  are  said  to  have  been  pro* 
Tided,  was  frustrated  by  the  queen's  death. 

"In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I,  Sir  John 
Popkamj  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  procured  an  act  for 
draining  the  fens  in  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  the  lauds  iu  tJie 
adjaceut  counties.  The  work  was  commenced  wit|i 
great  spirit,  but  was  soon  retarded  by  the  death  of  Popi^ 
hara,  and  afier\i^rds  entirely  dropt,  tiirdugh  the  oppo- 
sition of  some  land-owners^  who  conceived  Chemsdyes 
injured. 

*'The  persons  who  next  attempted  to  proceed  with 
this  important  undertakings  ivere  the  Earl  of^rundety 
Sir  William  Ayloff^  bart.  and  Anthony  Thomas^  Esq. 
bnt  their  proposals  not  being  agreeable  to  those  who  ac<« 
ted  as  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors,  anc) 
macb  lime  being  lost  by  the  meetings  held  to  determine 
the  contested  points,  the  Aiwg  himself  resolved  to  become 
an  adventure,  and  actually  undertook  the  herculean  la^ 
hour  of  di'aining  the  fens,  on  condition  of  his  receiving 
120,000  acres,  as  a  remuneration,  when  the  work  was 
completed.  This  agreement  was  carried  into  a  law,  and 
there  the  design  terminated;  for  the  political  embarrass- 
ments, which  attended  the  remainder  of  (he  reign  of  the 
fickle  James,  prevented  a  single  step  being  taken  to  car- 
ry it  into  execution. 

In  the  6th  year  of  Charles  I.  Sir  C  Vermuiden^  a 
Hollander,  in  a  contract  with  the  Commissioners  of  Sew- 
ers, cngajedto  drain  the'fens,  on  condition,  that  90,000 

I     - 
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acres  of  land,  when  drained,  should  be  transferred 
to  him.  But  when  he  had  again  surveyed  the  Level, 
and  made  drawings  of  the  works  that  were  necessary, 
!fe  api^ears  to  have  thought  (he  reward  insufficient,  and 
deittanded  an  additional  allotment  of  5000  acres.  This 
proposal  was  rejected;  more  from  the  prejudices  that 
prevailed  against  him  ^  a  foreigner  (and  a  disgust,  pro- 
bably, for  not  standing  to  his  first  bargain)  than  from 
any  supposition  that  his  demands  were  extravagant:  for 
soon  after,  the  commissioners  with  the  consent  of  the 
land-holders,  engaged  on  the  same  terms  of  95,000  acres 
with  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford^  who  had  large  posses- 
sions in  tbe  fens,  through  the  grant  to  his  ancestors  of 
Thorney  Abbey  and  its  appurtenances.  * 

♦  Of  this  undertaking  ElstoU  gives  the  following  aecount — That  iC 
was  entered  into  by  the  £arl,  at  the  earnest  request  and  importunitief 
of  the  country  in  general,  who  at  a  numerous  sessions  of  sewers  held  at 
Lynti,  January  13,  1630,  became  humble  suitors  to  him  to  undtrtake 
the  business,  which  he  coitdescended  to  comply  with,  and  accordingly 
tontracierf  with  the  commissioners  and  the  country,  and  engaged  that 
Jie  would  use  his  best  endeavours  to  Jrmn  the  said  marshy  /'fw^y  v'* 
and  surrounded  j;roBni/,  in  such  a  manner  as  that  they  should  be  fit  for 
meadoTVf  pasture y  or  arabU\  and  ttje  work  to  be  completed  within  the 
compass  o(  six  years.  To  the  end  tbo  £ari  might  the  move  confidvBiiy 
undertake  and  effect  the  said  work,  and  be  assurtd  of  enjoying  the 
95,000  acres, ^s  the  fruit  and  recorapence  of  his  labours  and  charge; 
and  that  the  country  might  be  more  assured  of  obtaining  a  benefit  pro- 
portionable to  the  very  great  quantity  of  land  ihey  were  to  part  with,  it 
was  agreed  that  12,000  acres,  part  of  the  95,000,  should  be  presented 
to  the  king,  in  View  of  all  and  every  benefit  he  might  claim  by  a  ceruio 
law  of  sewcrtf,  made  in  the  ICth  year  of  king  James,  or  by  any  other  law 
or  decree  of  sewers,  and  for  his  royal  approbation  and  eonfrmatlon  of  the 
contract,  &c/'— Having  described  the  work  in  its  commencement. and 
progress,  he  adds,  that  having  expended  about  i:  100,000  these  lands 
were  so  benefited  that,  in  about  seven  years  time,  from  the  fifst  undei«> 
taking,  viz  in  1637,  at  a  session  of  sewers  held  at  Peterborough,  Oc- 
tober T2,  the  Level  was  ad^dged^  to  be  drained,  and  the  95,000  a<'res 
«er«,  by  six  or  more  comaussionors  set  out  for  the  Earl,  his  heirs  aiuib 
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Before  the  commencement  of  the  work,  thirteen  gen- 
tlemen, of  high  rank  and  respectability  offered  to  become 
joint  adventurers  with  the  earl,  and  their  proposals  be- 
ing accepted,  the  undertaking  commenced.  In  the 
year  1634,  the  king  granted  the  adventurers  a  charter 
of  incorporation;  and  three  years  and  a  half  from  that 
period,  the  Commissioners  adjudged  the  Level  drained, 
and,  accompanied  by  his  Majesty*s  surveyor,  attended 
to  set  out  the  earl's  allotment. 

From  this  time  the  favourable  disposition  of  Charles 
toward  the  adventurers  began  to  change^  and  early  in 
tte  ensuing  year,  1638,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Hunting** 

I  2 

aotgni. — ^But  it  being  soon  after  discovered  that  these  lands,  though  be- 
nefited, were  not  perftctly  recovered,  but  in  winter  were  still  Mibject  tq 
inondationf,  the  very  next  year,  1638,  at  a  sessions  of  sewers  held  at 
Huntingdon,  April  12,  the  EarPs  undertaking  was  adjudged  defective. 
The  King  then  taking  the  business  into  his  princely  consideration,  and 
unders'anding  by  an  estimate  made  by  Sir  C  Vermuiden,  that  if  this 
Level  of  near  400,000  acres  were  made  'winter- Ian  Jt^  it  would  be  of  extraor- 
dinary advantage,  viz  of  about  «£600,000  to  the  common  wealth,  hisJMa- 
Jesty  determined  to  become  himself  the  undertaker;  and  accordingly  on 
July  18,  the  same  year,  he  was  actually  declared  undertaker;  and  was 
to  have,  not  only  those  D5,000  acres,  which  had  been  set  out  for  the 
£arl  of  Bedford,  but  also  67,000  acies  more,  from  the  country,  it  being 
hit  Ma^estyt  design  to  make  the  land  good  vnn/er-ground.  The  Earl,  in 
consideiation  of  the  costs  he  had  been  at,  was  to  have  40,000  acres  out 
of  the  95,000  before  granted  him. — The  King  to  manifest  his  real  and 
earnest  purpose  of  speedily  elfecting  the  busine^,  caused  the  following 
wofks  to  be  done:  a  bank  on  the  south  side  of  Morton's  Learn,  and 
aoottker  begun  on  the  north  side  ;  a  navigable  saw  at  Standground :  a 
new  liver  cut  between  the  stone  sluice,  at  the  Horso*Shoe,  and  the  sea 
below  Wisbeach,  sixty  feet  boad,  and  two  miles  long,  with  banks  oa 
both  sides :  also  a  sluice  in  the  marshes  below  Tydd,  upon  the  outfall 
6f  thr  SMre  Drain,  But  the  King  being  embroiled  in  a  civil  war,  tho 
Level  lay  neglected ;  and  the  country  complaining  that  they  had  receiv- 
ed DO  benefit  by  the  draining,  they  entered  upou  the  95,000  acres  again, 
vliich  bad  been  taken  from  them.**  JLlstobb*8  Observations,  p.  9  to  IV. 
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don,  of  p^le  devoted  to  the  xriU  of  the  crotm,  whq 
were  empowered  to  examine  into  the  utility  of  the  mea^ 
wires  executed  by  the  Earl,.  The  new  CommlssionetB 
declared  that  the  works  were  incomplete;  and  accepted 
the  king's  proposals  to  drain  the  fens,  for  which  he  was 
to  receive  not  only  96,000  acres,  but  also  57,000  aditi- 
olial!  Every  hope  of  advaniage  which  Charles  expected 
to  reap  from  this  undertaking  was  entirely  dissipated  by 
the  ensuing  troubles,  which  prevented  every  further 
prosecution  of  the  work  till  the  year  1649,  when  Tfill" 
iam  earl  of  Bedford^  Sou  and  successor  of  Francis^ 
was  restored  by  the  Parliament  to  all  the  rights  of  bi& 
father. 

The  Act  obtained  at  this  period,  settled  the  bouhda* 
ries  of  the  I-ievel,  and  gave  fresh  vigour  to  the  under- 
taking. The  works  which  liad  fallen  to  decay,  were 
repaired,  and  new  channels  made,  with  so  nmch  pro- 
priety in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  that  on  the 
25th.  of  March,  1653,  the  Level  wa^  adjudged  to  be 
fully  drained,  and  the  95,000  acres  awarded  to  the  Earl 
and  his  participants;  the  latter  of  whcim  were  nearly 
ruined  by  the  expence  of  draining,  which  amounted  to 
upwards  of  j£400,000« 

In  the  15th.  of  Charles  II,  the  former  act  was  con- 
firmed in  its  most  essential  clauses;  and  a  corporation, 
consisting  of  a  govenwr,  six  bailifl^,  and  twelve  conser- 
vators a!id  commonality,  was  established,  under  the 
title  of  "Conservators  of  the  Great  Level  of  tlie  Fens," 
for  its  better  *^ovornment.  These  comniishioncrs  were  em- 
powered to  levy  taxes  on  the  95.000  acres,  to  defray 
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wkatevet  e3[^)eh€es  might  arise  in  tEeir  prcserratimi;  but 
Doly  83,000  acres  were  rested  in  the  corporaticm^  in  trust 
for  the  Earl  of  Bedford  and  his  associates.  The  re- 
maining IS9OOO  haying  been  allotted  to  Charles  1,  in^ 
pursuance  of  the  agreement  made  by  the  persons  who 
met  at  Huntingdon,  were  now  assigned  to  the  king,  with 
the  exception  of  2000  acres,  which  |iad  been  granted 
to  the  Earl  of  Portland,"  ♦ 

Though  the  Corporation  were  invested  with  power 
bj  the  above  act  to  levy  taxes  generally  on  the  adven- 
turers land,  yet  as  the  form  and  manner  in  which  that 
power  was  to  be  exercise^  was  not  prescribed,  they  conld 
only  levy  a  specific  sum  on  every  acre;  a  proceeding 
manifestly  unjust;  as  the  lands  varied  so  much  in  value, 
that  an  equd  tax  nearly  amounted  to  the^whde  sum  the 
inferior  lands  were  worth.  Application  was  therefore 
made  to  the  Legislature  for  power  to  remedy  this  in- 
convenience, by  granting  authority  to  substitute  a  gra- 
dual acre  tax;  and  commissioners  were  appointed  by 
the  Parliam^t  to  survey  and  rate  the  land  according 
to  its  value.  Under  this  commission  it  was  sorted  into 
devca  de^ees^  and  that  with  so  much  impartiality, 
that  the  proportional  values   as  then  ascertained,   have 

•  E^ihhhy  speaking  of  the  aboYe  act,  says,  that  the  Governor,  Bai- 
r>&,and  ConierTatorS  were  made  dmrniuionirt  efSewtrt^  for  preservatioa 
of  the  Level,  bj  convenient  outfalls  to  the  sea  ^  and  they  or  any  (iTe  of 
tfa«fli,  whereof  the  gorenior  or  any  ofthe  bailiffii  be  two,  to  act  as  com- 
mifsionefs  of  s^wen  within  Ihe  said  grc^^t  leTel,  and  of  the  works  made, 
or  to  be  made  without  the  said  level  for  conveying  the  waters  by  con- 
vtsicnt  outfalls  to  the  sea.  No  other  commissioners  to  meddle.  Ago* 
Tenor  or  bailiff  to  have  400  acres  out  of  the  said  9i»,000 ;  the  ccmserva- 
tcr  200 ;  and  the  commonalty  electiors  100  acrcs^  to  enable  them  ti| 
fotc    Elstobb'fObtertatiotif,  p.  14. 
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ever  since  been  r^arded  as  a  standard."  +  Nothing  ve- 
ry material,  or  remarkable,  in  regard  to  the  fens,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done  afterwards  during  the  remainder 
of  Charles*  reign,  or  that  of  his  brother  and  successor 
James. 


Section  VIII.  The  same  subject  eontinuedy  from 
the  revolution  to  the  present  time. 

In  the  year  1697  the  Bedford  Level  was  divided  into 
three  districts,  North,  Middle,  and  South;  liaving  one 
Burveyor  for  each  of  the  former,  and  two  for  the  latter. 
This  distribution,  which  had  been  made  for  its  better 
government,  was  the  source  of  considerable  divisions.  A 
misconceived  distinction  of  interest  arose  between  the 
different  propriclors;  and  their  dissatbfaction  being  in- 
creased during  a  long  minority  in  the  Bedford  family, 
to  whom,  as  proprietor  of  the  North  Level,  the  others 
were  greatly  indebted.  Application  was  made  to  the 
Legislature  in  1753,  and  an  act  obtained  to  settle  the 
account  of  the  corjjoration,  and  separate  the  North 
I^vcl  from  the  rest,  except  in  those  instances  wherein 
their  alliance  was  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try. On  this  occasion  the  Duke  of  Bedford  remitted 
the  sum  due  to  him  from  tlie  South  and  Middle  Levels; 
and  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  to  whom  they  were  also  io* 
dcbted;  concurred  in  the  generous  example. 

t  See  Beauties  of  £n£la;id,  tol.  %, 
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Soon  after  passing  the  above  act,  ^hicli  separated 
the  north  from  the  middle  and  south  levels,  a  treaty  was 
negociated  betureen  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation  and 
the  principal  persons  interested  in  the  trade  carried  on 
through  the  river  Nene,  from  the  Port  of  Lynn  to  the 
coimties  of  Huntingdon  and  NorthamptoUi    That  part 
of  the  river  which  lay  within  the  boundaries  of  the  great 
Level,  was  so  filled  up  by  the  silt  and  other  matter, 
which  the  tides  and  upland  waters  had  deposited,  that 
the  navigation  was  much  impeded,  and  the  expcnceof 
every  voyage  considerably  increased.     This  caused  an 
application  to  the  managers  of  the  Bedford  Level,  for 
their  assistance  in  the  necessary    work  of  cleansing 
the  channel. of  the  river,  and  making  it  deeper;  and 
the  parties,  after  several  meetings,  agreed  in  the  outlines 
of  a  plan  intended  to  answer  the  ends  both  of  draining 
and  navigation.    The  same  year,  the  persons  interested 
iq>plied  to  Parliament,  and  the  measures  proposed  for 
their  mutual  benefit  received  the  sanction  of  the  legisla- 
ture. By  the  act  then  passed,  the  corporation  of  the  Bed* 
lord  Level  renounce  the  general  power  possessed  over 
the  river  and  its  banks,  and  unite  with  a  stated  number 
of  land- proprietors,  chosen  from  the  south  and  middle 
districtF^  in  raising  a /t//i£f,  ♦  to  be  appropriated  to  scour 
out  and  deepen  the  bed  of  the  Nene  and  its  commur 
nicating  branches. 


*  l*his  fund  was  at  fint  usefully  applied^  and  the  channel  and  naTi^ 
fition  of  the  Nene  considerably  improTed.  The  interest  of  the  money 
bonowed  on  the  occasion,  was  also  for  some  years  regularly  and  punctu. 
ally  paid }  so  that  the  river  Nene  securities,  as  they  were  called,  were 
ftnerally  reckoned  very  good.    Of  late  years,  however,  the  state  of 
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The  above  icts  form  the  basis  of  the  constitution  ap- 
pointed for  the  government  of  the  Bedford  LeveU  for" 
though  many  others  have  been  procured  within  the  last 
50  years,  fordraiuing  separate  districts  within  its  limits, 
yet  they  all  contain  a  clause,  reserving  the  powers  of  the 
Corporation  as  established  in  the  15th  Charles  II. 

Of  late  years  a  measure  has  been  frequently  agitated, 
and  in  1795  passed  into  a  law,  for  improvingthe  outfall  of 
the  river  Ouse,  and  amending  the  drainage  of  the  sowth 
and  middle  Levels,  by  making  a  Cut  across  the  marsh- 
es from  Eaubrink  to  Lynn,  Great  advantages  are  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  this  new  channel,  and  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Act  are  now  employed 
in  levying  taxes  to  enable  them  to  proceed  with  the  work; 
but  it  is  not  yet  lx*gun. 

Notwithstanding  the  various  projects  that  have  been 
executed  and  the  vast  expence  incurred  to  complete  the 
drainage  of  the  Fens,  the  work  is  yet  imperfect  j  and  in  ' 
many  places  the  farmer  is  still  liable  to  have  all  the  pro- 
duce of  his  grounds  carried  away  by  inundations.  The 
])ecuriar  situation  of  the  Level,  which  renders  it  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  collected  waters  of  nine  counties,  and  the 
w  ant  of  attention  to  those  comprehensive  measures  wliich 
alone  could  have  equalled  the  evil,  by  providing  a  suft 
ficient  outlet  to  the  sea  for  the  descending  torrent,  when 

things  has  greatly  aUer<»d  for  the  worse  :  the  river  has  been  neglected, 
aud  ftufF^Ted  to  be  fi.Ied  up  with  silt  and  mud ;  the  navi|^tion  impeded; 
the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed  between  fifteen  and  iweufy  years  in 
arrears,  and  the  creditors  gravely  told,  that  theie  is  no  money  in  hand 
for  them  Their  ca»e  therefore  seems  to  be  without  remedy  and  with. 
ou(  ho|>e ;  there  being,  it  is  to  be  feared,  no  prospect  of  ancther  char  ^ 
W  rc>tore  or  improre  the  said  rivor.    What  i«  become  of  the  said  fund  * 
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firelleJ  by  the  numerous  currents  from  ihe  lulls  produ- 
ced by  a  rainy  season,  are  frequently  the  occasion  of 
high  floods,  by  \Yhich  many  thousand  acresof  prime  land 
are  oveni  helmed  and  made  useless  for  the  whole  j'car. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  expedients  employed  to 
drain  the  marshes,  where  the  regular  and  common  means 
have  failed,  is  the  erection  of  windmills,  or  rather  en- 
gines worked  by  the  wind,  which,  from  their  number 
and  situation  in  some  parts  of  the  fens,  present  a  very 
singular  and  rather  queer  and  grotesque  appeai-ance. 
lliese  raise  the  water  to  a  sufficient  height  to  admit  of 
its  being  conveyed  into  receptacles  enough  elevated  to 
carry  it  into  its  proper  channel, 

A  great  many  thousand  acres,  within  the  extent  of  thfa 
low  country,  are  still  in  the  condition  of  waste  unimpro* 
ved  fen,  the  average  value  of  which  is  said  to  be  little 
more  than  four  shillings  an  acre.  One  writer  states 
that  upwards  of  150,000  acres  are  in  that  condition  in 
Cambridgeshire  alone,  *  which,  however,  has  been 
thought  by  others  somewhat  inaccurate,  and  beyond  the 
truth.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  quantity  of  such  lands  in 
the  fens  is  certainly  very  great,  and  must  sufficiently 
demonstrate  that  the  immense  labour  bestowed,  in  drain- 
ing the  Level,  has  not  been  attended  with  the  salutary 
elects  which  the  promoters  of  the  various  plans  too  fond* 
ly  imagined  and  promised;  and  it  may  still  bequestion-> 
ed  whether  the  remedies  proposed,  and  partially  execu-* 
ted,  are  adequate  to  eflcct  the  intended  purpose.  + 
K  S 

*  See  Agricultural  Survey  orCiinbridgesl\iit. 
t  Beauties  of  England,  2^  18. 
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Section  tX.    MisccUancom  Observations  on  thf 
present  appearance^  produce^  and  state  of  the  Fens. 

The  eleyated  spots  on  ivliich  the  towns  and  viUagfs 
are  built  in  many  parts  of  the  fens,  appear  like  islands 
rising  in  the  midst  of  low  and  level  marshes;  and  the 
churches  being  generally  erected  on  the  highest  parts, 
may  be  distinguished  at  the  distance  of  several  miles. 
The  cottages  in  many  places  are  nothing  more  than  mud- 
walls,  covered  witii  thatch  or  reed.  The  applic^ilioa 
of  the  land  is  various.  The  crops  of  oats  are  particular- 
ly exuberant,  the  produce  being  frequently  from  forty- 
five  to  sixty  bushels  an  acre :  great  quantities  of  wheat 
and  coleseed  are  also  grown,  and  generally  with  a  jhx>- 
portional  increase.  Many  thousand  acres  are  also  ap- 
propriated to  pasture. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Elm,  Upwell,  Outwell,  &c. 
considerable  quantities  of  hemp  and  flax  are  grown ;  but 
the  culture  of  these  articles,  as  a  preparation  for  wheat, 
does  not  receive  that  attention  which  their  importance 
demands.  Some  very  fine  butter  is  made  in  the  dairy 
farms  in  this  district ;  and  tlie  vicinity  of  Cottenham  is 
famous  for  a  peculiar  kind  of  new  cheese  of  a  singularly 
delicious  flavour;  which  is  partly  ascribed  to  the  mode 
observed  in  the  management  of  the  dau^ies,  and  partly 
to  the  nature  of  the  herbage  on  the  commons.  Many 
parts  are  remarkably  favourable  for  the  growth  of  corn; 
but  the  situation  of  some  of  them  renders  them  so  eK- 
tremcly  liable  to  be  overflowed,  that  their  luxuriant  pro- 
duce is  too  frequently  destroyed  by  the  floods,  t  It  is 

t  SecBeauUei  of  £ngland|  2,  18,  19. 
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generally  said,  however,  tiiat  ifttte  occupiers  have  one 
good  year  in  erety  two  or  three,  they  will  make  a  very- 
tolerable  shift  to  live.  The  sheepin  some  parts  ore  said 
to  be  very  subject  to  the  rot,  which  has  beea  attributed 
to  the  ni^lected  state  of  the  fens  in  those  places,  occa- 
sioning the  ground  to  produce  nuik  and  mwholesoaie 
herbage. 

The  grounds  are  perhaps  no  where  richer  or  more  fer- 
tile, in  any  part  of  this  low  country,  than  about  Wis- 
beacU  and  Long  Sutton.  The  pastures  there  are  ex- 
ceedingly fine  and  luxuriant.  The  crops  of  com  also 
are  in  general  abundant,  but  much  more  subject  to 
blights  than  in  the  hiUy  parts,  and  the  grain  is  said  to 
Ife  lighter,  and  much  inferior  in  quality  to  that  of  the 
high  OMmtry. 

l*owards  March  and  Chatteris,  the  land,  though  ap* 
parently  very  good,  is  said  to  be  apt  to  produce  such  an 
increasing  quantity  of  thick  moss,  as  renders  it  in  a  few 
years  unfit  for  pasturage;  to  remedy  which,  the  farmer 
has  the  surface  pared  off  and  bun^,  preparatory  to  its 
being  ploughed  up;  by  which  means  the  moss  is  effec- 
tually destroyed,  and  a  good  manure  provided  for  the 
ensuing  crops,  which  are  for  the  mogt  part  very  plenti- 
ful. After  a  while  it  is  again  converted  into  grass  land, 
and  so  continued  till  the  moss  gathers  and  appears  as 
before,  when  the  former  process  is  again  resorted  to,  as 
the  only  remedy. 

One  very  great  inconveni^ice,  which  the  inhabitants 
flf  this  low  country  Ubom  nader^  is  the  want  of  good 
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water,  esj)fcially  in  dry  summers,  owing  to  tlie  scarcity 
ef  spring.  Rain-water  is  the  only  water  they  can  have 
for  domestic  uses,  almost  throughout  the  year :  to  pre- 
serve which  they  have  troughs  and  spouts  constructed 
and  fixed  under  the  eves  of  the  houses,  hy  whicli  it  is 
conveyed  into  cisterns  and  reservoirs  for  the  use  6f  their 
families.  Even  such  populous  towns  as  Boston  and  Wis- 
beach  have  no  better  means  of  supply  ing  ihemselves  with 
good  water;  which  in  most  parts  of  Britain  would  be 
deemed  an  intolerable  grievance.  To  Lynn,  however, 
the  above  case  does  not  apply.  Tlic  country  on  its 
ea.stern  side  abounds  with  good  springs,  from  vhich  the 
town  is  plentifully  supplied  with  CTCcellent  water,  as  not 
to  be  exceeded  bi  t)mt  respect,  perhaps,  by  any  place  i^ 
the  kingdom. 

In  Marshland  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  with 
ho  small  difficulty  that  water  can  be  procured  for  the 
cattle  in  very  dry  seasons.  Instances  not  few,  arc  said 
to  have  been  known  at  such  times,  of  their  being  driven 
daily  some  miles  to  water,  as  none  could  be  procured  at 
a  nearer  distance.  Such  is  the  spongy  quality  of  the 
soil  in  these  parts,  that  pits  dug  to  preserve  the  rain  wa- 
ter would  not  retain  it  uidess  they  Mere  previoujly  bot- 
tomed with  clay,  by  which  the  water  is  prevented  from 
sinking  into  the  earth .  Such  pits  are  dug  alinost  in  eve- 
ry field ;  and  for  all  the  care  and  expencc  bestowed  upon 
them,  tlH»y  are  often  found  empty  and  useless  long  be* 
fore  the  end  of  a  very  dry  summer.  Thus  it  appears^ 
that  this  country,  so  fertile  and  desirable  in  some  respects, 
has  its  advantages  greatly  counter*baIanced  by  some  ve* 
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xj  serious  inconveriiences,  from  vrhicli  the  more  hilly 
and  sterile  districts  of  the  kingdom  are  happily  exempt- 
ed. On  the  whole,  when  the  advantages  and  disad* 
vantages  of  this  low  fertile  country  are  fairly  compared 
T^ith  those  of  the  mor^  barren  and  mountainous  regions, 
it  will  probably  be  found  that  the  favours  of  providence 
are  much  more  equally  distributed  than  we  are  some- 
times apt  to  imagine. 

Here  it  may  be  further  observed,  that  the  system  of 
agriculture,  and  even  the  implements  of  husbandry  are 
different  in  marshland  and  the  fens  from  those  of  the  higher 
parts  of  Norfolk;  which  is  probably  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  soil,  or  quality  of  the  land  being  very  different  in 
the  one  from  what  it  is  m  the  other.  In  the  former  it  is 
for  the  most  part  strong  and  heavy,  but  weak  and  light 
in  tlie  latter,  so  as  not  to  require  more  than  two  horses 
to  draw  the  plough,  and  which  are  uniformly  managed 
without  a  driver. 


.  Sectiom  X.  Miscellaneous  observations  continued-^ 
Fen  reeds  and  their  uses  Starlings— Tame  Geeie^  and 
singular  management  of  them—Insalubriousness  of 
Marshland— Ancient  celebritj/  of  the  Smeeth— Decoys^ 

Many  parts  of  the  fens  abound  with  a  remarkable  spe- 
cies of  reed>,  which  appear  in  summer,  at  some  distance, 
like  extensive  fields  of  corn.  In  autunm,  and  at  the 
approach  of  winter^  they  are  resorted  toby  innumerable 
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flocks  of  Starli^,  which  then  sabsist  upon  tfic  seeds  of 
those  plants^  aad  lodge  of  roost  among  their  branches, 
from  \¥hence,  when  scared^  they  ascend  sometimes  in 
such  vmt  numbeis  as  to  appear  m  the  sky  like  a  thick 
cloud,  exhibitia^avery  strange  and  striking  spectacle 
to  those  beholders  who  are  unused  to  the  curious  plie- 
nomena  of  Uua  singular  comitry.  The  fen-fowlers,  in 
their  long  boats,  take  these  birds  somc^iDies  by  surprize, 
when  thickly  assembled  among  those  reeds,  and  with 
their  long  guns  make  prodigious  havock  among  them. 
Myriadsof  them  are  so  destroyed,  and  become  a  consider^ 
able  article  of  food  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 

The  reeds  to  which  these  binlyesort,  and  from  w  hose 
seed,  for  many  montiis,  they  derive  a  great  part  of  their 
subsistence,  are  no  less  remarkable  in  miother  respect: 
Tast  quantities  of  tliem  are  cut  down,  or  reajted  like 
com,  in  the  latter  part  of  summer;  being  afterward  care- 
fully dried  and  dressed,  they  are  tied  up  in  bundles  or 
sheaves,  made  up  into  stacks  or  ricks,  and  sold  for  co- 
vermgs  of  houses,  making  perhaps  the  best  Mn/cA  in  the 
world.  Great  numbers  of  houses  and  bams,  and  even 
some  churches  arc  covered  with  them  about  the  Fens  and 
Marsh  land,  and  the  adjoining  parts  of  Norfolk*  They 
arc  laid  on  very  thick,  curiously,  and  judiciously,  and 
cont,titute  a  very  durable,  as  well  as  neat  coverings 
which  is  said  to  last  sometimes  thirty  or  forty  years,  with 
a  little  shaving  and  trimming.  It  has  been  observed  of 
thatch  coverings  (those  nxade  of  these  reeds  must  be  par- 
ticularly so)  that  they  make  the  coolest  houses  in  sum-* 
mer,  and  the  warmest  in  winter  of  all  coverings  what^ 
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ever;  being  more  impervious  both  to  beat  and  cold  than 
any  other  materials  used  for  the  same  purpose.  Thatching 
is  executed  in  this  country  in  a  style  of  superior  neat* 
ness,  as  well  as  firmness,  and  better  calculated  for  dura- 
bility, than  the  writer  of  this  has  known  any  where  else 
except,  perhaps,  in  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  where  a 
similar  method  is  used.  The  material  there,  indeed,  is 
wheat  straw,  and  not  reeds,  which  in  that  country  can- 
not be  obtained  in  any  large  quantity;  but  the  process  of 
dressing  and  preparing  the  materials,  as  well  as  the  me- 
thod of  laying  them  on,  seem  to  be  there  and  here  much 
alike.  It  seems  somewhat  remarkable  that  districts  so 
widely  separated,  and  ^hich  are  in  most  other  respects 
80  Tery  dissimilar,  should  yet  in  this  particular  bear  so 
near  and  striking  a  resemblance  to  each  other.  § 

Some  parts  of  the  Fens,  especiaUy  on  the  Lincolnshire 
side ,  liavebeen  long  famous  for  breeding  vast  flocks  of 
tame  geese,  of  which  great  numbers  are  usually  sent 

alive  to  the  London  markets. -They  have  also  a  re- 

mariuible  custom  o(  plucking  the  geese,  and  stripping 
them  of  their  quills  and  feathers  repeatedly  every  year, 
*  and  so  render  each  of  them,  conformable  to  Plato's 

L 

^  In  consequence  of  the  late  improvements  of  the  Smeeth  and  adja- 
cent parts,  the  reeds  are  said  to  hate  become  much  more  scarce  than 
thty  used  to  be. 

*  The  small  feathers  are  plucked  five  times  a  year,  (about  Lady 
daj.  Midsummer,  Lammas,  Michaelmas,  and  Martinmas,)  and  the 
larger  feathers  and  quills  twice.  Goslings  are  not  spared;  for  it  is 
thought  that  eaily  plucking  tends  to  increase  their  succeeding  feathers. 
Some  proprietors  are  said  to  have  had  a  stock  of  a  thousand^  and  even 
filteen  hundred,  or  more,  beside  the  young  ones. 
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memorable  definition  of  w?fl»,*'  a  two-legged,  unfea1h« 
ered  animal:  "  in  which  view  it  might  be  called  huma^ 
nizing  the  poor  geese,  or  converting  them  into  so  many 
human  beings.  The  practice  however,  h?is  been  by  ma- 
ny thought  inhuman^  and  barbarous,  as  it  must  put  the 
poor  creatures  into  no  small  degree  of  pairt;  \  but  as  it 
is  gainful  to  the  owners,  in  yielding  them  a  fiur  greater 
quantUy  of  feathers  than  (hey  would  otherwise  produce, 
there  is  no  great  prospect  of  its  being  very  soon,  if  ever, 
discontinued. 

The  geese,  during  the  breeding  season,  are  lodged  in 
the  same  houses  with  the  inhabitants,  and  even  in  their 
very  bedchambers.  In  every  apartment  are  three  rows 
of  coarse  wicker  pens,  placed  one  above  another.  Each 
bird  has  a  separate  lodge,  divided  from  the  other,  which 
it  keeps  possession  of  during  the  time  of  sitting.  A 
gozzard,  or  gooscherd,  attends  the  flock,  and  twice  a 
diiy  drives  the  whole  to  water,  then  brings  them  back 
to  tlieir  habitation,  helping  those  that  live  in  the  upper 
stories  to  their  nests,  without  ever  misplacing  a  single 
bird.  II 

Another  odd  custom  in  some  parts  of  this  same  coan« 
try,  is  that  of  preparing  cow-dung^  and  converting  it 
into  fuel^  by  forming  it,  in  a  wet  state,  into  the  shape 

I  It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  mere  plucking  hurts  the  fowl  but 
liftic,  a«»thc  owners  are  careful  not  to  pull  until  the  featl^ers  ure  r/y>«  ; 
that  Uf  until  they  are  just  ready  to  fall;  because  if  forced  from  the  skin 
before,  which  is  known  by  blood  appearing  at  the  roots,  they  are  of 
very  inferior  value.  Those  plucked  after  the  geese  are  dead,  are  also 
said  not  to  be  so  good.— see  Beauties  of  England,  vol.  IX.  p.  563. 

II  Gou^h*s  Camden — also  Beauties  of  Eug^&ad. 
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oTturfy  and  aftenvard  drying  it  in  the  sun.  It  yields  a 
strong  disogre.'^ble  smell  in  burnings  besides  its  depriv* 
iDg  the  fiurmer  of  a  very  large  quantity  of  bis  best  maAurev 
Materials  for  fuel  must^  surely,  have  been  very  scarce 
in  the  country  when  this  stra^ige  expedient  or  substitute 
was  first  adopted. 

Marshland  and  the  Fens  are  not  deemed  healthy,  ex-* 
cept,  perhaps,"  to  consumptive  persons,  who  are  said 
to  be  sometimes  sent  thither  on  account  of  the  softness  of 
the  air.  To  most  others  the  country  is  unhealthy,  and 
subject  to  aguish  disorders,  which  has  always  been  the 
case,  it  teems,  especially  in  Marshland;  hence  an  ague 
is  in  Norfolk  proverbially  tMcd  the  Marshland  Bailiff, 
and  a  person  afflicted  with  that  disorder  is  said  to  be  ar- 
rested bjf  the  Bailiff  of  Marshland.  —Instead  of  hedge* 
nnvs  the  fields  are  here  generally  enclosed  with  deepdikes, 
which  for  the  most  part  of  the  year  are  filled  with  water, 
to  which,  probably,  we  are  chiefly  to  ascribe  the  un- 
bealthiness  of  the  country;  or  rather  ta  the  putrid  state 
of  these  dikes  and  stagnant  waters,  in  the  latter  part  of 

summer  and  the  autumn .  * 

L  2 

•  AU  this  tract  (of  Marshlana)  and  adjoining  fens  lieing  Utile  higher 
thin  the  level  of  the  sea,  or  that  of  tb«  rWers  that  pass  through  the 
cooniry,  was  once  so  exposed  to  Inundations  from  Boods  and  high 
tide*,  that  till  dikes  and  drains  were  made,  it  was  all  one  Urge  raorass; 
and  eren  now,  after  so  much  labour  and  expence,  the  country  U  Uill 
liaWe  to  be  oyerflowod  by  extraordinary  high  tides  or  floods,  or  other 
casuil  etents  By  th«.etaporation  of  thU  water,  and  especially  by  that 
ofthewaterofthe  numerous  ditches,  in  which  various  plana  and  in- 
■ecu  die  and  rot,  the  atmosphere  /uring  the  latter  part  of  summer  and 
autumn  is  filled  with  moisture,  and  with  putrid  and  insalutary  vapours. 
^-Another  cause  of  the  insalubrity  of  the  atmosphere  U  an  imftf/c^t 
9fUiljticM      As  there  arc  no  hiUs  here  to  diriwt  the  winds  in  streams  up 
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In  passing  along  the  road  through  this  remarkable 
country,  a  stranger,  from  the  hilly  parts,  cannot  help  be- 
ing struck  at  first  sight  \irith  the  strange  appearance  of 
gates  and  gate-posts  erected  all  about,  without  any 
hedges  or  visible  enclosures  to  indicate  either  the  neces- 
sity, or  yet  the  utility  of  them;  for  as  the  dikes  are  not 
perceptable  at  a  distance,  the  land  on  every  side  appears 
in  many  places  like  a  great  open  field .  A  little  time  and 
reflection,  however,  generally  rectify  the  wondering 
traveller's  judgment. 

The  soil  of  Bfarshland  is  for  the  most  pait  very  good 
and  rich;  but  no  where  more  so  than  in  that  notable  tract" 
called  the  Smeethy  whiph  has  been  long  celebrated  for 
its  unconunon  fertility*  :  Till  lately  it  was  all  a  common 
belonging  to  the  seven  towns  of  Marshland;  and  old  Au- 
thors used  to  relate  that  it  constantly  fed  30,000  Sheep, 
with  abundance  besides  of  tb^  great  catUe  of  the  seven 
towns.  So  famous  was  this  tract  for  the  richness  and 
luxuriance  of  its  soil,  at  the  accession  of  James  I,  that 
a  courtier  is  said  to  have  mentioned  it  then  to  that  mo- 
on the  lower  grounds,  the  air  b  apt  to  stagnate  and  become  unwhole- 
some. An  additional  cause  of  the  unhealthiness  of  this  flat  and  marshy 
country,  may  be  the  impurity  of  the  water  in  common  use;  for  this  be- 
ing either  collected  from  rains,  and  preserved  in  cisterns,  or 'drawn  fifom 
sliallow  wells,  is,  in  hot  and  dry  seasons  soon  corrupted.  This  being 
the  case,  the  general  tendency  to  putrefaction  must  be  increased  by  the 
\ne  of  such  water,  as  well  as  by  the  meats,  which  in  a  close,  hot,  and 
moist  air,  are  quicHly  tainted.  Several  circumstances  tlierefore  in  this 
country  concur  in  summer,  not  only  to  relax  the  solids,  but  to  dispose 
the  humours  to  putrefaction;  and^s  the  combination  of  heat  and  im- 
pure moisture  is  the  great  cause  ofthe  speedy  corruption  of  animal  sub- 
stances, so  it  is  obserTed  in  every  place  to  produce  remitting  and  inter- 
mitting fevers  —See  Pringle's  Observations  on  Diseases  ofthe  army, 
pp.  2,  3,  4. 
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narcb,  as  one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  in  all  bis  English 
domiDions;  adding  ^4hat  if  oyer  night  a  wand  or  rod 
^ere  bud  on  the  bare  ground,  it  would,  by  the  next  mor- 
ning, be  covered  with  grass,  of  that  nights  growth,  so 
as  not  then  to  be  discerned. "  To  which  his  majesty  is 
said  jocosely  to  reply,  ^Hhat  some  parts  of  Scotland  far 
exceeded  that,  for  that  he  himself  knew  some  grounds 
there,  where  if  an  horse  were  put  in  over  night  it  could 
not  be  decerned  the  next  morning; "  alluding,  it  seems, 
to  some  of  the  bogs  in  that  country.— The  Smeeth  has 
been  of  late  enclosed,  drained,  and  considerably  impro- 
ved. A  great  part  of  it  has  been  ploughed  up,  and  the 
crops  produced  are  said  to  be  in  general  very  abundant^ 
and  likely  to  continue  so.  It  may  therefore  be  presu- ' 
med,  that  the  enclosing  of  the  Smeeth  will  prove  no  de- 
triment, but  rather  an  advantage  to  the  public;  and  also 
that  its  celebrity,  as  a  most  fertile  spot,  will  not  be  dimi- 
nished by  its  being  no  longer  an  open  and  unimproved 
conunon. 

These  parts  have  been  long  noted  for  great  numbers 
of  Decoys.  They  are  said  to  be  now  much  less  niunc- 
rous  than  formerly,  owing,  seemingly,  to  the  various  and 
progressive  improvements  that  have  taking  place  of  late 
years,  especially  in  Lincolnshire,  and  the  consequent 
decrease  of  the  aquatic  wild-fowL  There  are  still,  how- 
ever, a  good  many  decoys  to  be  found  in  different  ptar 
ces,  o{  which  the  best  is  said  to  be  that  of  Lakenheathy 
on  the  borders  of  Suffolk,  from  which  very  considerable 
numbers  of  aquatic  wild-fowl  of  different  kinds  are  us- 
ually sent  to  the  London  Market&^An  authentic  ac« 
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count  of  this  singular  and  curious  contrivance,  it  being 
in  general  but  ill  understood,  and  but  imperfectly  de* 
scribed  in  books,  shall  be  here  inserted,  as  it  ispresumed 
it  will  not  prove  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

A  decoy  is  generally  xjiadc  where  there  is  a  large  pond 
surrounded  with  wood,  and  beyond  that  a  marshy  un» 
cultivated  country.  If  the  piece  of  water  is  not  thus  sur* 
rounded,  it  will  be  attended  with  the  noise  and  other  ac- 
cidents, which  may  be  expected  to  frighten  the  wild- 
fowl from  a  quiet  haunt  where  they  mean  to  sleep  during 
the  day  time  in  security.  If  such  noises  o^r  disturbances 
are  wilful,  an  action  will  )ie  against  the  disturbers.  As 
soon  as  the  evening  sets  in,  the  decoy  rwf*(as  the  term 
is)and  the  wild  fowl  feeds  during  the  night.  If  the  e» 
vcningbe  still,  the  noise  of  their  wings,  during  their  flight, 
is  heard  at  a  very  great  distance,  and  is  a  pleasing, 
though  melancholy  sound.  The  rising  of  the  de- 
coy in  the  evening  is,  in  Somersetshire,  called  raddSng. 
The  decoy-ducks  arc  fed  with  hempseed,  which  is 
thrown  over  the  skreen  in  small  quantities,  to  bring  them 
forward  into  the  pipes  or  canals,  ^d  to  allure  (he  wild- 
fowl to  follow  as  this  seed  floats.  There  are  sevenj 
pipes y  as  they  are  called,  which  lead  up  a  narrow  ditch 
that  closes  at  last  with  a  funnel  net.  Over  these  pipes, 
(which  grow  narrower  from  their  first  entrance)is  a  cou- 
tinued  arch  of  netting,  suspended  on  hoops.  It  is  ne- 
cessary  to  have  a  pipe,  or  ditch  for  almost  every  wind 
that  can  blow,  as  upon  this  circumstance  it  depends 
which  pii^e  the  fowl  will  take  to;  and  the  Decoy-man 
alvNays  keeps  on  the  zcindicard  side  of  tlic  ducks^  hol- 
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ding  near  his  mouth  a  lighted  turf,  to  prevent  his  breath 
or  effluvia  reaching  their  sagacious  nostrils.    All  along 
each  pipe,  at  certain  intervals  are  placed  skreens,  made 
of  reeds,  so  situated  and  contKJyed,  that  it  is  impossi- 
lie  the  wild  fowl  should  see  the  decojr-man  before  they 
have  passed  on  toward  the  end  of  the  pipes  where  the 
purse  net  is  placed.     The  inducement  of  the  wildfowl 
to  go  up  one  of  these  pipes  is^  because  the  decoy-ducks, 
trained  to  this,  lead  the  way,  either  after  hearing  the 
whistle  of  the  decoy-man,  or  enticed  by  the  hempseed: 
the  latter  will  dive  underwater  or  swim  quietly  away, 
while  the  wildfowl  fly  on  and  are  taken  in  the  purse  net. 
It  often  happens,  however,  that  the  wildfowl  are  in 
such  a  state  of  skepiness  and  dozing,  that  they  will  not 
follow  the  decoy-ducks*     Use  is  then  generally  made  of 
ad(^,  that  has  been  taught  his  lesson:  he  passes  back- 
ward and  forward,  between  the  reed  skreens^  (in  which 
are  little  holes,  both  for  the  decoy-man  to  see,  and  the 
little  dog  to  pass  through) ;  this  attracts  the  eye  of  the 
wik]*fowl,  who,  not  choosing  to  be   interrupted,  ad- 
vance toward  the  small  contemptible  animal,  that  they 
may  drive  him  away.     The  dog  all  the  time,  by  the  di- 
rections of  the  decoy-man,  plajrs  among  the  sbkreens  of 
reeds  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  purse  net;  till  at  last,  per- 
haps, the  decoy-man  appears  behind  a  skreen,  and  the 
wQd-fowl  not  daring  t^ass  by  him  in  return,  nor  be- 
ing able  to  escape  upward,  on  account  of  tlie  net  co- 
vering, rush  on  into  tlie  purse  net.    Sometimes  the 
dog  will  not  attract  their  attention,  unless  a  red  hand- 
kerchief, or  something  very  singular  be  put  about  Iiira. 
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Tht  general  season  for  catching  fowls  in  Decoys  is  fr<nii 
the  end  of  October  till  Feb^iary;  the  taking  of  them 
earlier  is  prohibited  by  an  act  of  10.  Geo.  II.  c.  3S. 
which  forbids  it  from  June  1^  to  October  I,  under  a  pe- 
nalty of  5s.  for  each  bird  destroyed  within  that  time. 
Most  of  the  Decoys  of  this  kingdom  are  in  the  Counties 
bordering  on  the  great  level  of  the  Fens.  There  are  some 
also  in  Somersetshire.  Lincolnshire  usedto  be  the  mostno* 
ted  county  for  its  decoys,  and  it  is  probably  so  stiU.  Ama* 
zing  numbers  of  ducks,  widgeons  and  teals,  used  to  be 
taken  there  and  sent  to  the  London  markets.    Some  years 
ago,  within  one  season,  and  from  ten  decoys  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Waynfleet,  the  number  amounted  to  31,200 
in  which  were  included  several  other  spedes  of  ducks. 
The  decoys  are  said  to  be  commonly  let  at  a  certain  an- 
nual rent,  from  10  to  a  j^lOO.  It  was  customary  former- 
ly to  have  in  the  fens  an  fCnnual  driving  of  the  young 
ducks  before  they  took  wing.    Numbers  of  people  as« 
sembled  on  the  occasion,  who  beat  a  vast  tract,  and 
forced  the  birds  into  a  net  placed  at  the  spot  where  the 
sport  was  to  terminate. — 150  dozens  have  been  taken  at 
once;  but  the  practice  being  thought  detrimontal,  has 
been  abolished  by  act  of  Parliament.* 

*  A  practice  said  to  occur  not  unfVequently  in  this  country,  of  ^nem- 
fiag  mutton  chofs  from  i'ne  skee^^  and  mfterwards  turmng  thi  poor  animal  oml 
to  grass  f  had  better  perhaps  be  here  passed  over,  as  sounding  too  much 
like  Bruce*8  famous  Abyssinian  bjeef-ste4l  story.  But  whatever  may 
be  thought  of  the  latter,  the  former  appears  not  to  be  imfouBded«>thie 
part  from  which  the  chop  is  taken,  is  the  taii  of  the  animal. 
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Sectiox  XI.  Brief  remarks  on  the  parish  church- 
es of  Marshland  and  Holland;  with  a  short  sketch  of 
the  historj/  of  the  toxsn  and  castle  of  Wisbeach. 

By  those  who  have  visited  Marshland,  nothing,  per- 
haps, has  been  more  admired  than  its  parish  churches, 
some  of  which  are  very  large  and  stately:  that  of  Wal- 
pole  St.  Peters  is  eminently  so,  and  deemed  one  of  the 
BMxtbeantifal  parish  or  country  churches  in  the  kingdom. 
Itbbuittof  freestone,  and  consists  of  a  nave,  two  aisles, 
and  a  chancel,  all  covered  with  lead.  The  tower  corre- 
sponds with  the  other  parts  of  the  building,  being  a  ve- 
ly  handsome  stone  structure  embattled.  This  edifice 
was  founded  near  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Henry  V. 
and  complied  in  the  first  or  second  year  of  that  of  his 
saccessor.  In  one  of  the  upper  windows  of  the  south 
tide  of  this  church  is  said  to  be  a  most  absurd  and  pro- 
fiuie  representation  of  the  SApreme  Being,  habited  in  a 
loose  purple  gown,  with  a  long  beard,  resting  his  right 
hand  on  a  staff  of  gold,  and  crowned  with  glory;  point- 
big  out  the  forefinger  of  his  left  hand,  as  dictating  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  who  is  seated  before  him,  with  a  pen 
io  her  hand,  and  paper  on  a  desk  before  her.  The  Dei- 
ty stands  at  the  door  or  entrance  of  a  castle,  embattled, 
and  with  turrets,  surrounded  by  a  wall  embattled;  i^ith- 
in  this  wall  is  the  virgin;  and  many  angels  are  looking 
down  from  the  tower.  —Here  it  may  be  observed,  that 
when  soperstition  has  taken  hold  of  the  mind,  there  is 
scarce  any  thing  too  absurd  to  be  imagined,  or  too  im- 
pious to  be  received.    Sad  and  shocking  must  be  the 
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state  of  religioa  in  a  country  where  men  are  eraplojed  in 
roaking  pictures  or  images  of  the  deity,  or  where  sncM 
images  and  pictures  are  preserved,  or  suffered  to  exist 
in  places  of  worship.  It  would  not,  surely,  be  to  the  dis- 
credit of  the  minister  and  parishioners  of  Walpole  to 
have  the  above  preposterous  and  profane  representation 
defaced,  or  removed. 

Marshland  indeed  must  not  be  thought  sfaigvlar,  a« 
mong  the  several  districts  of  thb  flat  awl  sloneless  com- 
try,  for  the  largeness,  statclineas,  and  elegance  of  ita 
churches.  The  case  is  much  the  same  ia  the  adjeinn^ 
district  of  tfoUamt  in  Lincolnshire,  ojid  m  motl  of  the 
northern  pacts  of  Cambridgeshire.  In  no  fvi  of  Kng^ 
land  are  to  be  seen  Ivger  or  handsooMeff  cwwiUy 
churches.  They  are  mostly  biftilt  with  good  freciloQe^ 
aiul  yet  tbcFQ  is  no  ffeo^toae,  or  any  othei  stqacs  henta 
be  found,  but  what  have  been  brought  from  a  gveol  ^i^ 
taace.  Where  the  stionce  used  in  building  these  chttidMi 
were  procured,  scorns  to  be  unknown  to  the  mta  of  tim 
generation.  They  must  have  been  brought  a  very  groat 
way,  aad  conveyed  by  water  carriage,  as  the  espenoe 
would  otherwise  have  been  enormous  and  unsiqDpQrtaUe* 
Some,  indeed^  wiU  tell  us,  that  the  masons  and  carpenten 
worked  then  for  a  perm^  a  da^^  and  that  olher  labour 
was  in  the  same  proportion;  but  they  seem  to  fbi|;etthat 
their  penny  was  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  ours.  Mo«> 
ney ,  in  this  coimtry,  has  gveedij  sunk  in.  its  yata/t  since 
that  time.  A  penny  would  then^  probably,  goasfkvas 
%.  or  half  a  crown  of  our  money;  so  that,  at  any  rate^ 
the  expence  of  the  erection  of  these  churches  must  have 
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been  ^erj  great^  and  such  as  the  present  inhabitants, 
with  all  their  boasted  wealth  and  resourses,  would  hardly 
(or  rather,  not  at  all)  be  equal  to. 

With  sumptuous  seats  and  magnificent  palaces  it  does 
not  appear  that  this  country  did  ever  much  abound. 
Its  strength  might  be  too  much  exhausted  in  building 
churches,  to  admit  of  undertaking  any  other  very  expen- 
sive edifices.  The  Castle  of  Wisbeach  seems  to  be  al- 
most the  only  exception;  which,  though  situated  a  few 
yards  out  of  tlie  limits  of  Marshland,  it  may  not  be  al- 
together improper  to  give  here  a  short  sketch  of  its  his- 
tory, as  well  as  that  of  Wisbeach  itself. 

Of  fliattown  little  is  known  befbre  the  conquest.  Some- 
time previons  to  that  event,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the 
same  century  (the  11th)  it  is  said  to  have  been  given  to 
the  Convent  of  £ly(along  with  other  large  and  impor- 
tant possessions  in  the  different  counties  of  Cambridge, 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk)by  Oswy  and  Leofledcy  the  parents 
otAlwyn^  afterwards  bishop  of  Elmfaam,  npon  his  ad- 
mission into  the  said  convent.  As  the  property  of  a 
convent,  or  monastery,  it  may  be  presumed  to  have  been 
of  old  a  very  religious  town;  which  character  it  seems 
still  in  no  small  degree  to  retain,  though  in  a  different 
way. 

Of  its  Castle,  however,  no  traces  are  known  to  exist 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Norman,  with  his  conquering 
army  of  Frendimcn.    In  1071,  five  years  subsequent  to 
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that  event,  the  conqueror,  it  is  said,  built  here  a  stone 
Castle,  the  governor  of  which  was  dignified  with  the  ti- 
tle of  constable y  and  the  walls  and  moat  were  ordered  to 
be  kept  in  repair  by  the  proprietors  of  certain  lands  in 
West  Walton,  who  held  their  estates  by  a  tenure  to  that 
effect.  This  fortress  is  supposed  to  have  been  afterwards 
dismantled  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II,  but  upon  what  oc- 
casion we  are  not  informed.  Nor  have  we  any  account 
of  another  such  edifice  at  Wisbeach  till  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII,  when  a  new  Castle  of  brick  appears  to  have 
been  built  on  the  site  of  the  former,  between  the  years 
1478  and  1483,  by  bishop  Morton,  already  mentioned 
as  an  eminent  benefactor  to  tlie  adjacent  country.  This 
new  edifice  became  the  said  bishop's  palace,  in  which 
he  and  several  of  his  successors  afterwards  resided* 

In  Mary's  time  the  place  seems  to  have  undergone  some 
change,  but  whether  so  as  to  cease  being  an  episcopal  re- 
sidence, or  not,  does  not  appear.  But  we  find  that  some 
part  of  it,  at  least,  was  then  appropriated  for  the  con- 
finement of  heretics,  that  is,  of  protestants.  The  names 
of  two  of  these,  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  town,  are 
still  upon  record.  One  of  them  was  William  Woolsey, 
and  the  other  Robert  Pygot.  They  were  for  sometime 
confini-d  in  this  Castle,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Ely, 
where  tliey  were  both  burnt,  and  along  with  them  a  great 
heap  of  books,  which  seems  io  imply,  that  one  of  them 
at  least  was  a  scholar,  or  considerable  reader,  and  that, 
probably,  was  Woolsey;  for  it  appears  that  Pygot  was  by 
trade  a  painter,  and  therefore  not  very  likely  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  many  books.    He  is  spoken  of  as  remarkably 
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meek  and  modest,  whereas  Woolsey  was  a  person  of  un- 
common courage  and  boldness,  viewing  the  impending 
dai^o*  without  dismay,  and  setting  his  unfeeling  perse- 
cutors, and  even  death  itself  at  defiance.  He  was,  it 
teems,  somewhat  fearful  lest  the  gentleness  of  his  fel- 
low-sufferer should  give  hiseliemies  advantage  over  him 
and  occasion  his^recanting;  but  it  did  not  prove  so:  Py« 
p>t  stood  firm  to  his  principles;  and  when  the  commis- 
sioners presented  a  papier  for  him  to  sign,  he.  said,  ^^No, 
that  is  your  faith,  and  not  mine."  They  suffered^ 
towardblhe  latter  part  of  the  year  1555.  X 

In  the  feign  of  Elizabeth,  the  then  bishop,  or  bishops, 
itseems,  relinquished  this  castle  for  the  use  and  accommo- 
dation of  the  civil  power;  and  it  was  then  converted  into 
astate  prison  for  the  papists,  who  were  charged  with  con- 
qiiring  against  her  majesty *8  government.  Great  numbers 
therefore  of  these  people  suffered  here  a  long  and  rigo- 
rous imprisonment,  and  not  a  few  of  them  miserably  pe- 
rished in  its  dreary  dungeons.  That  queen  amply  re- 
taliated upon  the  papists  what  her  sister  Mary  had  be- 
fore inflicted  upon  the  protestants.  It  is  hard  to  say 
which  of  these  crowned  sisters  was  the  most  bloody.  Fox 
has  largely  described  the  cruelties  and  atrocities  of  Ma- 
ry's government.  Certain  popish,  as  well  as  protestant 
flonconformist  historians  have  done  the  same  in  regard 
to  that  of  Elizabeth:  and  if  the  intolerance,  iniquity,  and 
cruelty  of  the  latter  reign  did  not  exceed  those  of  the 
former,  it  seems  pretty  clear  that  they  fell  not  short  of 

X  Inef  Tiew  of  tht  Suffdringt  and  living  Testusonits  of  the  Martyrs,  p  39$ 
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jthem.    As  to  the  number  of  yictans,  or  suiierers,  ib€ 
preponderaiK^  is  evidently  on  the  side  of  SUcabetb^ 
There  was  a  difference,  indeed,  in  the  process  or  mode 
of  immolation:  Mary  had  her  victtmi  burnt  at  the  stake; 
whereas  her  protestant  sister  had  hers  hai^ged,  cut  down 
alive,  emboweled,  and  quartered.    Which  of  the  two 
jitodes  is  the  most  humane  and  defensible— or  rather, 
which  of  them  is  the  most  barbarous  and  brutal,  the 
present  writer  will  not  attempt  to  determine.    Nor  will 
he  pretend  to  say  which  of  the  two  is  attended  with  the 
greatest  decree  of  animal  pain,  as  that  may  depend  up- 
on circumstances.     But  if  burning  be  tde  most  cruel 
of  all  executions,  as  a  very  aUe  living  writer  has  ob- 
served, it  argues  a  defect  in  our  laws,  which  appoints 
this  to  be  the  punishment  of  petfy  treason,  whilst  the 
Catholic  sufferers  underwent  that  annexed  to  high  trea- 
son.    He  also  observes  with  respect  to  the  greater  part 
of  those  victims,  <^that  thesentaice  of  the  law  was  strict- 
ly and  literally  executed  upon  them.  After  being  hang- 
ed up,  they  were  cut  down  alive,  disraend^ered,  rippcxl 
up,  and  their  bowels  litemlly  burnt  befoce  their  feces, 
after  which  they  were  beheaded  aad  quartered.    The 
time  employed  in  this  butchery  was  veiy  considerable, 
and,  in  one  instance,  lasted  abovehalf  anhour.— ^reat 
numbers  also  of  these  suflferers,(he  adds)as  wdl  as  othor 
catholics,  who  did  not  endure  oapttri  puniriiaMnt,  were 
racked  in  the  most  severe  and  wanton  manner,  in  order 
to  extort  proofs  against  themselves  or  their  brethren. 
It  appears,  (he  further  observes)fh)m  the  account  of  one 
of  these  sufferers,  that  the  following  tortures  were  in  use 
against  the  Catholics  in  the  Tower:  [and  probably  also 
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n  the  Castle  of  Wisbeach:]     I.  The  common  rack,  in 
winch  the  limbs  were  stretched  bj  levers,  2.  The  sea- 
Tenger's  daughter,  so  called,  being  a  hoop,  in  which 
the  body  was  bent  until  the  head  and  feet  met  together. 
5.  The  chamber,  eaUed  Little-Ease,  being  a  hole  so    ' 
small   that  a  person  could  neither  stand,   sit,  or  lie 
straight  in  it.  4.  The  Iron  Gauntlets,  In  some  instances 
needles  were  thrust  under  the  prisoners  nails. —Sir  Owen 
Hqpton,  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  was  commonly  the 
immediate  instnunent  in  these  cruelties  there;  but  some^ 
times  Kbner  [Aylmer]  bishop  of  London  directed  them/* 
X  How  far  the  bishop  of  Ely  was  concerned  with  simi» 
lar  proceedings  at  the  Castle  of  Wisbeacfa,  we  are  not 
informed;  but  whether  he  was  concerned  or  not,  we  may 
presume  that  similar  meashres  were  pursued  there.    The 
Wisbeachprismiers  were  distinguished,  not  only  for  their 
muaben,  aoMunting  to  some  scores,  at  least,  but  aiao 
br  ihea  rank  and  eminence,  being  mostly  priests  and 
•rhnlnra,  who  had  been  educated  either  at  Oxfecd  and 
Cambridge,  or  at  some  of  the  foreign  uniyerdtiesJHence 
when  their  more  illiterate,  or  uneducated  brethren,  in 
other  prisons,  were  catted  to  defend  their  tenets   against 
the  attacks  or  arguments  of  the  clergy,  they  w<Nild  be 
expressing  tlieir  wishes  that  some  of  their  more  learned 
firiends,  from  Wisbeach  Castle,  would  be  allowed  to 
take  their  part:  and  when  the  judge,  at  the  trial  of 
Baikworth«  at  the  Old  Baily,  aeeringly  proposed  hk 
being  tried  by  ajttry  of  priests  y^'Thht  is  right,"replied 
the  prisoner;^^  Your  l<mlship  knowa  that  a  ca■^llete ju* 

}  Milxitr*t  Letters  to»  Prebnidtrf,  N*%  4. 
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ry  of  them  may  be  found  at  Wisbeach  Castle."  ♦  Iw 
shorty  many  of  these  catholic  sufferers  under  Elizabeth^ 
appear  to  have  been  no  less  sincere  and  devout,  and  e* 
ven,  no  less  unjustly  treated,  than  those  pjotestants, 
whose  cruel  sufferings  have  rendered  Mary's  rei^  sor 
deservedly  detestable. 

For  a  good  while  after  the  accession  of  James  I, 
Wisbeach  Castle  was  still  used  for  the  same  purpose  as 
above  described:  but  behrecn  the  years  1609  and  1619, 
it  is  said  to  have  been  repaired  by  bishop  Andiews,  V 
who  probably  occupied  it  himsclffor  some  time  after.  On 
the  abolition  of  the  hierarchy,  after  the  death  of  Charles 
I,  it  was  purchased  by  the  memorable  secretary  Thurloe, 

•  Challoncr's  memoirs  of  missionary  Priests,  I.  39?,  436. 

§  This  bishop,  whose  christian  name,  as  it  is  called,  was  Lancelot,  seems 
to  have,  been  in  his  dajone  of  the  better  sort  of  the  men  of  that  onier» 
as  appears  by  the  following  anecdote^  related  of  him  after  he  had  been 
translated  from  Ely  to  Winchester.— Waller,  the  poet,  being  one  day 
at  court,  while  James  I,  was  dining,  overheard  the  following  conversa- 
ton  between  his  iffcred  majesty  and  two  of  his  bishops,  of  whom  one 
was  Andrews  of  Winchester,  and  the  other  Neale  of  Durham.  These 
two  prelates,  standing  behind  the  king's  chair,  were  asked  by  him, «« If 
he  might  not  take  his  subjects'  money  when  he  wanted  it,  without  all 
the  usual  formality  in  parliament? "  To  whichhis  lordship  of  Durham 
readily  answered,  *«  God  forbid,  sir,  but  you  should;  you  are  the  breath 
of  our  nostrils.**  The  other  being  silent,  James  addressed  himself  to  him, 
"  WeU,  my  lord  of  Winchester,  and  what  say  you?  *'  Andrews  replied, 
that  he  was  *•  not  competent  to  judge  in  parliamentary  cases.**  Upon 
which  the  king  exclaimed,  «<No  evasions,  my  lord,  I  exitect  an  imme- 
diate and  direct  answer  to  my  question !  **  ««Then,  sir,'*  said  he,  «*  I 
think  it  lawful  for  you  to  take  my  brother  Neale*s  money,  for  ho  offers 
it.'*— It  is  easy  to  see  that  there  was  some  difference  between  these  two 
bishops,  and  that  the  latter  was  the  better  man  of  the  two,  being  by 
no  means  so  lost  to  all  shame  and  decency,  or  so  abject  a  flatterer  of 
majesty  as  the  other.  Which  of  them  the  majority  of  their  successors 
have  resembled  most,  may  be  a  point  not  very  easy  to  dcterm'me;  not 
would  it  be,  perhaps,  of  very  material  consequence. 
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who  rebuilt  it  m  its  present  formi  from  a  de^^  of  the  c^« 
lebrated  Inigo  Jones:  but  though  still  called  TheCasthp 
k  no  i(N%er  retained  any  appearance  o(  a  fortiess.     ^t 
m  re^orafion  it  reverted  to  the  see  of  Ely,  but  docs  not 
appear  to  haye  been  ever  afterwardjs  an  episcopal  renr 
^nce.^    It  was  from  that  period  u$i;a]ly  granted  og 
lease  to  some  one  or  other  of  the  principal  ^uiiliesof  the 
lown:  the  Southwells,  in  particular  had  it  along  whil^^ 
'and  resided  there.     (3flateit  has  been  sold^wder  an  slCIL 
^f  paiiiament,  by  the  late  bishop^  to  Joseph  M<fd;virort]^, 
tsq.    The  delacbeid  building  have  been  since  removo^ 
and  some  rows  of  elegant  houses  have  been  erected.  Th^ 
plan  of  a  large  Circus  has  also  been  laid  out|  about  oufi 
half  of  which  is  already  built:  when  the  design-is  com* 
pleted  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  pleasantoessand  bei^utjT 
of  the  town.    The  Castle  is  still  stimding,  and  likely  to 
stand,  with  what  may  be  called  &ir  play,  as  lopg  as  aioy 
ofihe  new  buildings,  although  it  has  been*  built  no^ 
above  150  years,  and  was,  at  the  tin^e  of  the.  sale,  stated 
(even  by  his  lordship,  it  seems)  to  be  in  a  decayed  and 
minims  oonditilDti. 

The  parish  church  of  Wisbeacb,.dedicatedto  St.  Pe«^ 
(er  and  St.  Paul,  is  a  spacioiia  handsome  &bric,:tMigk 
6f  a  very  singular  constrocticm ,  being  f urpishedwith  twa 
naves  and  two  aisles.  The  naves  ase  lofty  and  sepaittted 
from  each  other  by.  a  row  of  light  slender  pillars^  with 
pointed  arches.  The  msl^  aire  the  •  most  ancietil,  being 
divided  from  their  re^ctivenaves  by  lofsif  massy  pjUars^- 
an9  imcircttlar  saxoii  arches.    The  tower  is  deened^ 
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very  beautiful,  and  has  been  thought  ancient,  but  its 
claim  to  antiquity  is  said  to  be  fully  refuted  by  existii^ 
I'ecords,  which  prove  its  erection  to  have  been  posterior 
to  the  lOth  of  Mdr^h  15S0.— On  the  west  side  of  the 
^  north  entrancb  is  a  smalt  chapel  or  chantry  dedicated  to 
St.  Martin,  and  originally  endowed  with  lands  for  the 
ibaintenanceof  apriest,  to  say  masses  for  the  soul  of  the 
'founder*  The  church  is  a  vicarage,  said  to  be  here^ 
ibfore  worth  500/.  a  year,  butnow)  it  seems,  more  than 
double  that  sutti,  in  consequence  of  a  late  litigation, 
which  terminated  in  fiivour  of  the  vicat,  and  the  com* 
plete  discomfiture  of  his  opponents.  This  is  said  to  have 
occasioned  not  a  little  ill  blood  between  the  good,  pastor 
&nd  sbme  of  his  flock;  but  however  that  may  affect  them, 
so  large  an  addition  df  income  will  jxrobably  prevent  his 
laying  it  very  deeply  to  hekrt.  It  may,  however,  perhaps, 
be  somewhat  doubtful,  if  the  present  extraordinaiyjunc* 
ture,  and  most  eventful  period,  be  altogether  the  most 
safe  or  proper  for  the  clergy  to  proihote  or  engage  in  these 
tmconciliatory  and  offensive  litigations 

^ides  the  parish  church,  there  are  at  Wisbeachsis 
other  different  places  of  worship;  one  belonging  to  the 
friends^  commonly  called  Quakers j  one  to  tfie  Indepen* 
dctds^  or  Cutj/mites^  one  to  the  Wesley  an  Methodists^ 
and  three  to  those  of  the  baptist  denomination.  Between 
ike  latter,  though  they  all  go  under  the  same  name, 
^ere  jret  exist  some  strong  shades  of  difl^rence,  so  that 
very  little  of  any  thing  like  good  understanding  ot 
christian  harmony  is  discoverable.  Yet  they  all  lie, 
more  or  less^  under  the  impuf  ation  of  betcrdoxy,  fro;« 
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the  great   <Hr  main  body  of  their  brethren,  who  are  * 
usually  termed  particular  baptistSy-^VLS  well  as  from  the 
rest  of  the  li^^t  (urthodox  clans.    Of  these  three  societies 
one  bdongs  to  a  certain  order  or  description  of  arminiaa 
or  geoieral  baptists,  who  are   pretty  numerous  about 
Leicestersliire  and  the  adjacent  counties,  and  also  i^ 
some  other  parts.    Except  on  the  point  of  baptism,  they 
agree  very  much  with  the  Wesleyans,  and  may,  per- 
haps, without  much  impropriety,  be  called  Wesley  an 
iaj7(r(l!f.— (Another  of  these  three  socidies  belongs  to  a 
siaall  party  of  baptists,  sometimes  called  Johnsomansy  ^ 
from  the  late  John  Johnson  of  Liverpool,  to  whose  pe« 
culiar  tenets  and  spirit  they  are  very  much  attached  ; 
and  (hey  have,  seemingly,  but  little  charity  or  forbear- 
aoce  towards  any  thing  that  does  not  cpme  up  io^  or  ac«. 
cord  with  that  standard;  which  may  1)0  said  to  be  the 
worst  trait  in  their  character.    They  are  otherwise  re^^ 
potable,  and  «o  are  the  members  of  the  society  before 
mentioned.    Less  bigotry  would  make  both  more  ami-^ 
able  and  more  respectable,    T%e  people  who  constitute 
the  other  baptist  society  assume  the  name  of  Unitarians^ 
and  belong  to  a  notable  ckss  of  that  denomination  which 
is  said  to  be  now  much  ontiie  increase  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom^    The  leaders  of  this  new  rel^ous  class 
profess  to  haTafor  their  main  object  to  restcxe  Christi- 
anity to  its  ordinal  purity;  they  adopt  a  popular  strain 
of  preaching,  and  are  by  some  people  looked  upon  as 
highly  evoftgefica/;  so  that^  as  we  have  had  for  some 
time  evangelical  trimtarians^  both  in  the  churdi  ami 
cqt  of  it,  we  arq  now,  it  seem8|_  to  have  likewise  €oaru 

K  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


96.  BUTDEY    qW    XrYMV. 

fdicdl  unitariems*    Spme  aealols  ampng  tbg  arfltcdos  - 
win  probably  nibble  at  this,  and  even  pronounce  it  9b* 
$olutely  impossil^le;  but  the  pastor  of  the  peud  Bodety^  at . 
Wisbeach^  is  said  tp  be  ready  to  maintain^  agaii|8t  thp 
Ter^  best  man  among  his  opponents^  ]i\(A  only  tb(it  tlios^  . 
of  his  connection  are  really  ;fa/m.^va^^'ciE^.  buteve^ 
miicli  more  so  than  any  of  those  on,  whom  it  baa  been 
the  ^ishibn  of  la,te  years  to  bestow  thatjionimrable  ^pffikr 
lation.    Notbiajs  farther  needs  heare    be  said  o^  jhe 
subject:  thepiiblicwillh^yeanopportunity  to  judge  for  . 
themselves,  if  any  onp  wiljl  enter  the  lists,,  or  step  6>f  * 
ward  to  discuss  the  point  with  the  said  pastor. 

Tahave  among  its-  inhabitants  so  many  different  reli- 
gious societies  or  sects,  can  be  ho  real  reproach  to  Wis- 
b^cbJ'  1* h6  exercise  of  free  enquiry,  and  unrestrained 
juflgferaent  and  decision  in  matters  of  religiouj  must  be 
thcirndouljted  and  unalienable  birthright  of  every  ratir 
onal  being,  or  moral  agent:  nor  can  a  diversity  of  rcli* 
gious  sentiments  or  persuasions  be  any  way  detrimental 
to  the  "Welfare  of  the  commuijity,  provided  all  parties 
^'cre  earnestly  to  concur  in  promoting  general  hannqny 
and  goodwill  among  their  fellow  pitizens.  It  is,  how- 
evifj*  much  to  be  regretted  tliat  thi§  has  been  hitherto  but 
veryimpcrf(5ctly  fearnt  and  practised  by  most  ofour  re? 
Kgibus  fi^tefnities,  bptii  in  the  establish^le^j,  and  out  of 
it.  'It  is  too  gf^norally  the  case,  that  the  leaders  of  the  re- 
spfective  i()arties  promote  among  their  adherents  a  hostile, 
ana  hot  unfflquently  a  most  rancorous  spirit  toward^ 
thdr  differing  neighlJours :  and tlie higher menareplaced  ^ 
•n  the  scale  ofprfhodoxy  and  eyangelicalism,  the  more 
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$ft  are  Vbiey  in  general  to  run  into  this  enormity.    It 
wodd  seem,  as  if  th^y  bftd  takea  their  ideas,    not 
ftooL  J^sos  Christ,  but  rather  from  those  ov^-zealou^ 
fad  mistaken  disciples  who  would  fain  have  confined 
fhfi  nasae  and  profession,  as  well  as  th<;  propagation  pf  ^ 
Christianity  to  those,  forsooth,  who  would  follow  thim. 
Wherevef  lifsal  liberty  exists,  a  diverrity  of  religious  0« 
pinions  and  denominations  ninst  be  expected;  but  tha$ 
would  furnish  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  were  the  abovier 
eyil  sufficiently  guarded  i^inst  by  all  parties.    Acts  of 
uniformity  in  religion,  attended  with'  national  creeds^ 
teits,  and  arti^cles  of  fidth,  may  suit  the  piety"  of  popes, 
or  the  crocdLed  policy  of  despotism,  but  they  can  never 
accord  with  the  rights  of  man,  or  the  true  principles  of 
freedom:  tfaqr  wiU  never  be  admitt^  in  a  land  of  liberal 
and  can  bdong  oidy  io  those  hateful  regions  |nfaabitec!|  - 
by  shves  and  governed  by  tyrants; 


Section  XU.  flistatf^f  pf  ff^sbeachtonHmud. 

Wisb^ach  was  formerly  a  parliamentary  borough', 
and  that  as  early  as  theteign  of  Ediyard  I.  *  Theex^. 
fct  time  when  it  ceased  to  be  so,  does  not  appear.  That 
privily  was  afterward  restore^  to  it  under  the  pro^ 
teetorate,  but  withdrawn  agf^n  at  th^  restoration,  and 
never  restored  since;  while  st^h'  insignificant  places 
as  Castle-Rising  and  others  of  n  similar  4c>criptioi|^ 
etiU  continue  (absiudly  fmd  ridlculoudy  etiQagfi^  i$ 
^  fiiitovj  of  t^  B«rav|hf,  toloms  ^ 
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must  be  said)  to  enjoy  that  privilege.  Were  such  pat 
try  places  disfranchised^  to  make  room  for  the  admraion 
of  such  as  Manchester,  Birmingham)  Leeds,  and  Shef- 
field, it  ^ould  appear  very  reasonable;  but  as  that  is 
not  at  present  to  be  looked  for,  "vre  will  here  dismiss 
the  subject^ 

Ever  since  the  reign  ot  Edward  VI.  Wiri)each 
has  been  a  corporate  town,  but  of  a  sort  most  singular 
and  whimsical,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  harmless 
that  can  well  be  tliought  of^  Had  all  our  corporations 
been  like  ^t,  there  would  have  been,  it  is  presumed, 
not  much  reason  to  complain  of  them.  This  corpora* 
tion  appears  to  have  emanated  from  a  leligious  firater- 
nity,  called  the  Guild  of  the  Hoi?  Trinity,  instituted  in 
1379,  and  possessed  of  esstates  for  pious  and  charitabld 
purposes^  This  establishment  shared  th^ 'general  fete 
of  ecclesiastical  foundations  in  the  reign  of  Henvy  VIII; 
but  Edward  VI,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  having 
passed  an  act  which  provided  for  the  security  of  those 
institutions  that  had  been  originally  founded,  either  as 
l^mmar-schools,  for  relief  of  poor  persons^  or  for  tl\c 
maintenance  of  ^^piers,  jetties,  walls,  or  banks  against 
the  rage  of  the  sea,  &c."  the  inhabitants  pf  Wisbeach 
availed  themselves  of  the  statut^  and,  through  the  soli« 
citations  of  Gooderich,  bishop  of^Hjy  were  elevated 
into  a  corporation,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1549,  and  invest- 
ed with  all  the  possessions  of  Trinity  Guild,  (lying  in 
eight  different  parishes,  and  occupied  by  thirty-nine  ten 
nants)  the  revenues  of  which  were  then  estimated  at 
g8/.  2s.  3|rf.   but  were,  undoubtedly,  much  greater.  ♦ 

•  Hutcbessjn*s  Account— also  Be^iuiics  of  England, 
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By  king  Edward^s  charter  the  inhabitants  \iere  di- 
tected  to  assemble  annus^ly,  and  elect  ten  metiy  >vho 
were  to  have  the  direction  of  the  btisiness  of  the  body- 
corporate:  yet  for  the  first  (Jbirty  six  years  after  the 
charter  was  obtained,  they  seem  to  have  done  little  else 
than  meet  once  a  month  in  the  town«haU,  and,  ^^out 
of  mutual  love  and  amity/*  immediately  adjourn  to  a 
tavern,  where  having  dined^  J  they  decided  petty  con- 
troversies among  the  inhabitants.  Afterwards  they  pro- 
ceeded further  than  they  were  warranted  by  the  charter: 
fliey  took  cognizance  of  the  accounts  of  the  church- 
wardens, and  surveyors  of  the  highways;  they  directed 
Uie  application  of  money  over  which  they  had  no  right; 
assumed  the  privilege  of  levying  an  acre-tax;  and  more* 
over,  during  ihe,pliigu€y  which  raged  here  in  1587  and 
1588,  they  sununoned  delinquents  before  them,  and  pu- 
nished them  at  their  own  pleasure." 

On  the  28th  of  January  1610-11,  the  inhabitants  ob- 
tained a  renewal  of  their  charter,  at  the  great  expence 
of  1931.  I9s.  3d.  They  were  then  constituted  a  body- 
corporate,  by  the  style  of  "the  Burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Wisbeach ;"  but  the  right  of  election  of  the  ten  men^ 
thenceforward  named  ^^Capital  Burgesses,'^  was  limited 
to  the  possessors  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  40*.  a  year. 
Fnnn  this  period  the  said  ten  men,  as  we  are  informed, 
became  objects  of  veneratioii  and  confidence,  and  were 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  nearly  all  the  donations  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor, 

X  According  to  HuUheisoD  tliey  uitd  to  dine  at  a  froat  a  head:  but 
a  troat  then  was  equal  peihaps  to  (wo  or  three  shilUogtof  our  money. 
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On  iht  I7th  of  February  1669  they  obtaineda  second 
•renewal  or  confirmation  of  their  chailer ;  on  what  occa< 
aion  we  cannot  discover.  Their  executive  officer  is  the 
Thwn-'Bailiff^  .||  Vho,  tiiough  a  person  -wholly  unknor^ii 
to  the  charter,  has  the  entire  fnanagement  of  the  estates 
'and'afikii<s  of  fbe  corporation.  He  is  not  at  liberfy, 
jioVever^  to  expend  more  than  5/.  at  one  time,  with- 
out an  express  order  of  the  body-corporate. — These  Ca» 
^tsil  Burgesses  have  nO  connection  with  Uie  jurispru- 
dence of  the  town,  nor  have  they  any  degree  of  civil 
authority,  as  the  civil  government  of  the  town  is  not 
4dt8tinct  fiom  tile  general  magistracy  of  the  Isle  of  Ely^ 
in  which  it  stands :  their  principal  business  is  to  regulate 
the  management  of  the  revenues  of  the  estates  bequeath- 
ed, partly  for  charitable,  but  chiefly  for  public  purpo- 
ses The  income,  of  which  they  direct  the  exiJendi- 
ture,  amounts  to  about  800/.  annually ;  and  to  the  cre- 
dit and  honor  of  the  parties  concerned^  we  are  tokjl,^  that 
it  appears  to  be  not  only  honestly,  but  even  wisely  cx^ 
pended.  Part  of  the  said  sum  arises  fvom  a  grant  mad^ 
to  the  cofporation  by  the  Trinity  House,  in  1710,  of 
one  penny  per  ton  ujion  all  goods  exported  and  imported, 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  buoys  and  beacons,  and 
keeping  clear  the  channel  of  the  river." 

Among  olh^  improvements  to  which  their  attention 
has  been  directed,  was  ttie  boilifing  of  an  elegant  stone 
bridge,  in  the  room  of  the  oU  wooden  one,  over  the 

n  In  all  the  a^acent  Tillages  the  title  of  Twvn-BaiUfvt  given  to  the 
tiessorer  or  manager  of  their  le^ecttte  charitable  cstabliihments.— » 
Beauties  of  Eng^id. 
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great  river:  This  was  done  about  1^67,  at  the  ^xpence 
of  nearly  8,300/.  It  consists  of  one  elliptical  arch, 
very  accurately  proportioned.  A  new  Custom-House 
has  been  also  erected;  and  the  Streets  are  cleaned, 
lighted,  and  watched,  at  their  expence.  Of  late  a  new 
Jail  and  Shire-hall  have  been  likewise  built ;  and  whcri 
a  few  more  imprdvements  are  made^  and  especially  the 
fiaidiing  of  the  circus,  but  few  towil^  will  be  more  hand'- 
fiomethan  Wisbeaoh.  The  Theatre  is  a  commodious 
building,  in  nearly  a  central  situation.  The  Rose  Inn^ 
where  balls' and  monthly  assemblies  are  held,  is  said  to 
have  been  a  place  of  public  reception  from  the  year  1475, 
at  which  period  it  was  known  by  the  sign  of  the  Horn ; 
and  on  one  of  the  out-buildings,  erected  in  1601,  the 
figure  of  a  horn  is  yet  to  be  seen*" 

The  trade  of  Wisbeach  is  said  to  have  much  increas- 
ed of  late  years,  through  the  improved  stateof  the  drain- 
age and  navigation  of  the  fens,  and  consequent  augmen- 
tation of  the  produce  and  consumption  of  the  country: 
and  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  increased  much  more,  but 
for  the  bad  state  of  the  harbour  or  river  below.  The  V'er- 
age  of  the  exports  and  imports  amounts  to  40,000  tons 
annually.  The  principal  articles  of  traffic  are  coals, 
com,  timber,  and  wine.  The  neighbouring  lands  are 
in  high  cultivation,  chiefly  on  the  grazing  System. 
The  Sheep  and  oxen  grow  to  a  great  size,  and  consi- 
derable numbers  of  them  are  fattened,  and  sent  twice 
every  week  to  the  London  market.  The  inhabitants 
are  employed  in  oonunerce,  there  being  no  manufac- 
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ture  of  any  kind  in  the  place,  though  the  surrounding 
country  produces  immense  quantities  of  wool,  hemp, 
and  flax.  The  market  is  abundantly  supplied  with 
poultry,  fisli,  and  butchers  meat;  and  the  trade  of  the 
town  is  further  promoted  by  six  small  fairs,  for  hemp 
and  flax,  homed  catUe  and  horses.  The  canal,  which 
was  completed  a  few  years  ago,  extending  from  Wis» 
beach  river  to  the  river  Nene  at  Outwell,  and  thence  to 
the  river  Ouse  at  Salters-Lode  Sluice,  opened  a  com** 
munication  with  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  other  counties^ 
and  has  already  benefited  the  town  considerably.^'  * 

The  Summer  Assizes,  and  the  January  and  Midsum* 
TB^r  quarter  sessions  for  the  Isle  of  Ely,  are  held  at  Wis- 
beacb;  where  the  magistrates  assemble  also  every  wed* 
nesday  and  Saturday  to  settle  the  assize  of  bread,  and  for 
other  purposes.  The  chief  Justice  of  the  Isle,  and  all 
cyQier  magistrates  are  appointed  by  the  bishop,  who  is 
here  invested  witli  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  jurisdic* 
tion.  The  education  of  youth  at  \Vibbeach  is  provi- 
ded  for  by  a  free  schoo),  and  two  charity  schools,  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions.  The  appointment 
of  ^Master  of  the  Free-School  is  vested  in  the  Capital 
Iturgesses,  with  the  consent  of  any  otlier  ten  inhabitants, 
having  voices  in  the  election  of  those  Burgesses.  It 
appears  that  the  Trinity  Guild  used  to  allow  the  School- 
master the  annual  salary  of  10/.  6s.  8d.  and  that 
they  also  distributed  annually  among  tlie  poor  the  sum 
of   3/.  15r.  which  last  sum,  as  Mr.  Hutchesson  as- 

*  Beauties  of  £nglnul>  tolame  2. 
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sures  US,  has  been  cootinucd  invariably  to  this  day. 
But  3i.  15s.  is  now  a  very  paltry  sum,  indeed,  corn- 
pared  to  wliat  it  was  in  the  i5th  and  1 6th  centuries.  Its 
value  now  is  scarcely  a  tenth  part  of  what  it  was  then,  * 

An  institution  which  has  been  josUy  deemed  credit- 
able to  Wisbeach,  is  its  Uterarj/  Societj/^  formed  in 
1781,  whose  members  sometime  ago  were  about  thirty, 
and  its  collection  of  books,  or  lii)rary,  consisted  of  up- 
wards of  a  thousand  volumes.  -Besides  this  institution, 
ai|^  some  reading  societies,  or  book-clubs,  Wisbeacb 
can  also  boast  of  a  Philosophical  Societj/^  the  President 
of  which  is  Mr.  fVm*  Skrimshire  Junr.  a  gentknum 
much  and  deservedly  respected  among  his  fellow-towns* 
men.  He  is  allowed  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  presi- 
dentship of  such  an  institution,  from  bis  extensive 
knowledge  of  those  subjects  which  it  is  the  aim  of  the 
Society  chiefly  to  cultivate;  and  in  some  branches  of 
natural  history  he  is  said  to  be  eminently  conversant. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  town,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
ingenious,  intelligent,  and  respectable  of  its  inhabitants^ 

Many  remarkable  personages  may  be  supposed,  one 
time  and  another,  to  have  appeared  among  the  natives 
of  Wisbeach;  but  we  shall  here  mention  but  two  of 
them,  and  those  of  very  unequal  merit.— One  of  themwa^ 
Dr.  Henry  SouthwcU^  late  rector  of  Asterby,  and  the 
reputed  author  of  a  well  known  and  popuhtf  Commen- 
tary on  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  commonly  called 
o3 

'iAoeoaiitofWlsb«ach«-and  Beaut.  of£ogt.t8  before. 
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jDr.  SauthzcelTs  Family  Bible;  aot  a  J>age  of  wkichj 
however,  vw  written  by  him,  being  absolutely  unequal 
to$uch  an  undertaking,  and  but  a  few  degrees,  if  any  ^ 
above  an  ideot.  *  But  h^  sold  his  name  to  some  I^on* 
don  booksellers  for  a  certain  pecuniary  cansideiatian, 
and  they  employed  one  Dr»  Saunders^  a  noted  hack- 
ney writer,  to  do  the  work.  Tbey  also  prbduced  hpU 
ters  of  ajiprobation  and  recoiyunendation,  addressed 
to  Dr.  Southwell,  frpm  a  great  number  of  pretended 
eminent  clergymen,  in  flifferent  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
The  trick  succeeded,  and  the  credulous  public  were 
laken  in,  as  usual.  It  was,  certainly,  a  most  shameful 
business^  and  must  be  contemplated  by  all  honest  men 
with  aUiorrence  and  indignation :  but  the  woik  brought 
no  small  gain  to  the  publishers,  for  it  had,  it  s^ieans,  4 
j^eatron;  and  that,  with  them,  would  sufficiently  sanc- 
tify the  imposture.  It  is  to  be  wished  it  could  be  said 
to  be  the  only  instance  of  ^he  kind  that  occurs  in  the 
transactions  of  modem  boQksellers.  Bu^  this  is  the  age 
pf  imposition  and  humbugging,  in  which  not  only  boc^- 
sellers,  but  ev^n  ministers  of  State  have  sometimes  been 
too  fond  of  acting  their  pails. 

The  other  person  that  shall  be  here  named,  as  a  na-r 
live  of  Wisbeach,  is  Thom€is  Clfirkson.  He  too  is  a 
clergyman;  but  of  a  character  so  very  different  firomt)ie 
former,  that  no  two  human  beings  could  well  be  more 
unlike  each  other.  His  unpapUeled  exertions  in  behalf 
of  the  oppressed  Africans,  and  for  the  abolition  of  the 
detestable  ^oDe-trade^  so  lon^  the  disgrace  and  curse  of 
^hispoontry,  piust  place  hk  pame  very  high   indeed^ 
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^moDg  tke  modem  sons  of  Britaia— eyen  &r  above  our 
Burkes  J  our  PittSy  and  our  Nelsons,  as  the  real  friend 
of  his  country  and  his  species,  and  the  benefactor  of  the 
hvnian  race.  Compared  with  such  charactto,  he  ap* 
peacsas^fmangelof  light  by  the  side  of  a  group  of  de« 
moos.  The  honor  of  giving  birth  to  30  estimable  and  dis« 
jdnguished  a  person, mustjostly  entitle  the  town  of  Wis« 
beach  to  no  small  degree  of  lasting  celebrity.  He  shbuld^ 
certainly,  be  placed  at  the  head  of  those  memoraUe  and 
venerable  instruments^  who  contributed  to  the  abolish^ 
jiiemt  andannihilati^^ofonr  most  shameful,  detestable, 
and  horrid  traffick  in  human  flesh  and  blood.  But  £» 
his  vigorous  and  uiywearied  efforts,  ttie  names  even  of  a 
ikranda  JfiB^erfarce  had  never  perhaps  been  known, 
;is  the  promoters  and  champion^  of  that  honorable  and 
sacred  cause.  But  the  virtues  he  displayed,  and  the 
fervictthe  performed,  on  that  never  to  be  forgotten  oc* 
casion,  are  too  well  known,  and  too  frequently  acknow- 
ledged, to  need  any  eulogy  that  this  feeble  pen  is  capa- 
ble of  attempting.  JLong  may  he  live  to  enjoy  his  wdl- 
eamed  fame,  and  to  exhibit  still  more  widely  among 
his'contemporaries,  by  his  future  writings,  the  truth  am) 
Sroportance  of  those  exalted  principles,  for  which  he  so 
nobly  andfiO  succesfuUy  contended. 

'  The  at^entira  bestowed  ujwn  Wisbeach  by  WUUaik 
I,  in  erecting  there  a  stone  castle,  has  been  already  no* 
ticed.  To  some  of  our  succeeding  monarchs  it  also  ap- 
liears  to  have  been  an  object  of  partiality :  we  are  accor- 
dingly informed  that  Richard  I,  March  S8th,  1190, 
iprvitcd  the  toiants  of  Wid}each-Barton  Manor  an  es^ 
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cmption  or  freedom  from  toll  in  all  fairs  and  marked 
fliroughout  EnglaiKl.  This  grant  was  confirmed,  in 
1214,  by  king  ./oA/i,  who  came  to  Wisbeach  from 
Lynn  in  October  1216,  as  Dr.  Brady  has  proved  from 
original  records  preserved  in  the  Tower.  In  the  18th 
of  Henry  IV.  it  was  renewed,  and  again  confirmed  by 
writ  of  privy  seal  of  Henry  VI.  Afterwards  the  privi* 
lege  being  forfeited,  it  was  restored  through  the  exer- 
lions  of  Nicholas  Sandford,  who  died  in  1608,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church,  where  an  inscription,  on  the 
brass  plate  inserted  in  bis  tomb-stone,  commemorates  bis 
Angular  bounty  and  patriotism,  as  having,  at  his  awn 
thargcj  freed  the  tomnfrom  toUp 

Afteir  Oliver  Cromwell  had  been  appointed  governor  of 
the  Isle  of  Ely,  for  his  activity  in  swaging  it  to  the  in^ 
teregt  of  the  Parliament,  be  paused  forti^cations  to  be 
faised  near  the  Horse-shoe  on  the  north  $ide  of  Wis- 
beach, to  secure  the  passes  ou(  of  Lii^colnshire,  wbidi 
continued  attached  to  the  king,  Jhe  soldiers  stationed 
to  defend  them  were  comipanded  by  Colonel  Sif  John 
Fali^rave,  and  Captain  William  Podson;  and  the  am^ 
fnunition,  and  other  warlike  stores,  were  supplied  firom 
a  Dutch  ship,  which  the  Queen  hod,  dispatched  froi^ 
lloUand  for  the  use  of  the  royalists,  but  which,  very  sea* 
fonably  a^d  conveniently,  fell  into  the  b^d^of  thei{ 
opponents. 

In  1643  the  burgesses  lent  150/.  to  Captain  Dodson, 
who  was  then  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Croyland ;  and  <m 
the  25th  of  March  1644,  they  delivered  to  Major  John 
IteUm  four  muskets,  three  bandelicrs^  and  two  swords^ 
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Jar  the  service  of  the  Parliament.  They  abo  furnished 
the  latter  with  a  loan  of  S50/.  towards  raising  a  troop 
of  horse  for  the  defence  of  the  Isle.  This  troop  seems 
to  bare  been  supported  even  after  the  Revolution,  as  <m 
Ihe  6th  of  June,  1690,  4/.  were  ordered  to  be  paid  to- 
wards the  expence  of  a  horse  to  serve  in  "the  Troop,'* 
aiKl  the  town-bailiff  was  directed  to  defray  a  moiety  of 
the  charge  for  arms  and  furniture/' 

Between  the  restoration  and  tlie  year  1672,  cities^ 
towns,  and  even  individuals,  were  allowed  to  coin  cop- 
per money  for  the  convenience  of  trade :  the  Capital 
Burgesses  of  Wisbeach,  therefore,  in  February,  1670, 
ordered  the  town-bailiff  to  exi)end  20/.  in  coining  half- 
pence, with  the  words  "A  Wisbcach  Half-penny,"  on 
one  side ;  and  on  the  other,  the  impression  of  the  town- 
seal.  In  1722,  the  poor-house  was  erected,  at  the  ex^* 
pence  of  2000/.  borrowed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Capi- 
tal Burgesses,  on  their  corporation  seal: — for  being  an 
invisible  body,  (like  other  bodies-corporate)  whose  in- 
tentions cannot  be  manifested  or  expressed  by  personal 
acts,  or  oral  dbcourse,  they  could  act  and  speak  only 
by  thehr  common  seal."  ♦ 

^rthe  frequent  joumejrs  made  by  George  II.  to  Han- 
orer,  (whither  it  was  supposed  he  transported  a  large 
shareof  the  national  treasure,)  and  his  attachment  to 
Lady  Kilmarnock,  afterwards  Countess  of  Yarmouth^ 
excited  the  displeasure  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town ;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  fVhiston,  curate  to  Dr. 

*  See  BlaekstoDe*8  CommeaUriet— also  Hutch  essoa*s  Account— tnd 
tfas  BcAUtltt  of  finglaad,  is  btfort. 
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Bell,  preached  a  sermon  fiill  of  asperity  agaiii^  thtf 
King's  conduct.  His  text  was  from  Ptoverbs  vii,  19 — 
22.  **The  good  man  is  not  at  home,  he  is  gone  a  long 
jouniey ,  he  hath  taken  a  bag  of  money  with  him,  and 
will  coqie  home  at  the  rfay  appointed.  With  her  much 
fiiif  speech  she  caused  Wm  to  yield.  He goeth  after  her 
rtraightwnyy  as  an  ox  goeth  to  the  slaugliter,  or  as  a 
fool  to  the  correction  of  the  stocks.*'  Mr.  Whiston 
seems  to  have  been  endc^  with  that  talent  which  gives 
its  possessor  a  facility  in  adapting  the  language  and  cir- 
cumstances of  distant  ages  to  the  occurrences  of  modern 
times ;  of  which  he  gave  further  proof  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion  in  1745,  and  the  return  of  the  Pre- 
tender into  France,  when  he  zealously  defended  the 
succession  of  the  House  of  Brunswick,  taking  for  lib 
texty  S  Kings,  xix,  33.  ^^Bj  the  way  that  he  came,  by 
the  same  shall  he  return,  and  shall  not  come  into  this  ci« 
ty,  saiththe  Lord.'*  ♦  One  would  suppose  this  clergy- 
man to  have  been  in  his  day  spmewhat  of  an  uncommon 
and  singular,  though  not  apparently  of  a  disreputable 
character.  He  was  evidently  a  patriot  ami  anti-jacobite ; 
and,  unlike  most  of  his  order^  he  could  discern  the  er- 
rors and  misdoings  of  tlie  great,  and  even  testify  against 
them  in  a  very  open  and  pointed  manner.  On  the  pru- 
dence and  pTi^iety,  or  expediency  of  this  part  of  his 
conduct^  di&rent  persons,  no  doubt,  would  entertain 
diflferent  opinions.  What  he  would  have  thought,  said, 
or  done,  had  he  lived  in  the  present  reign,  and  to  this 
very  time,  it  is  impossible  to  know.     Of  royal  journeys 

*  Beauties  of  Englmd,  as  before. 
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to  Hanover,  and  of  female  fevourites,  or  mistresses  of 
die  .sovereign,  one  may  presume  he  would  have  seen  no 
cause  of  complaint.  But  that  t  he  same  Mroutd-  have  been 
the  case,  as  tp  all  our  state  maxims,  and  puUic  measures^ 
and  especially  our  three,  last  wars, -is  more,  perhaps,' 
than  we  aw  warranted  to  conclude ;  as  it  seems  rather 
probable,  not  to  say  rnone  than  probable,  that  Mr. 
Whiston  would  have  discovered  in  some,  if  not  in  all 
of  them,  no  slight  cause  of  disgust  and  animadversion. 
How  he  would  have  stood  affected  toward  some  of  our 
princes  of  the  blood,  or  royal  dukes^  and  itrhat  texts, 
or  passages  of  scripture  he  would  have  applied  to  them, 
or  made  the  groundwork  of  sermons  or  addresses  to  his 
parishioners  concerning  them,  are  questions  that  cannot 
BOW  be  answered  or  resolved^. 

The  river  Nene,  being  navigable  from  Wisbeach  to 
Peterborough,  and  many  other  more  distant  inland  par<s,. 
contributes  much  to  the  commercial  importance  of  the 
former.  There  are  also  passage-boats  on  this  river, 
which  prove  very  convenient  to  travellers,  in  their  pro- 
gress to,  or  from  the  great  north  road. — Before  we  quit 
Wisbeach  it  may  be  here  just  hinted,  that  some  of  its 
inhabitants  have  often  been  heard  loudly  congratulating 
themselves,  on  the  very  superior  advantages  of  their  town, 
compared  with  Lynn  and  most  other  boroughs,  where 
the  corporation  spirit  is  too  apt  to  encroach  and  bear 
hard  upon  the  unprivileged  part  of  the  community ;  but 
which,  happily,  never  hamits,  molests,  or  disturbs  the 
people  of  Wisbeach.     K  tliat  be  really  the  case,  they 
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hare,  certainlj,  cause  for  boasting;  l^ld  wecan  do  rid 
less  than  bail  them  on  the  occasion.— The  population  of 
Wisbeach,  as  ascertained  by  the  late  act,  amounts  to 
near  Ave  thousand :  so  that  it  is  the  most  populous  town 
in  the  county,  except  Cambridge« 


>^ii«i 


Section  Xlll.  Additional  dccoUni  of  Marshland-^ 
Parkin^Biskop  of  Ely^s  manor^  in  Terrington — 
(^ueen  Henrietta^Adnural  Bentinck-^Cross  Ket/s^ 
Demolishers  of  the  banks  prosecute4  and  suppressed-^ 
Jligh  Tides^Destructive  Inundations — Principal  di^ 
visions  of  Marshland* 

Being  here  to  quit  "Wi&Beadi,  we  shall  now  recrosal 
the  ditch,  j:  and  take  another  turn  in  Marshland.  In  this 
i^markable District,  as  has  been  already  intimated, soiree 
any  edifices  ard  to  be  seen,  either  of  ancient  or  modern 
date,  that  are  worthy  of  very  particular  attention,  ex- 
cept the  parish  churches;  and  6f  them  it  does  not  seem 
necessary  to  give  hdre  any  further  description:  but  it 
inay  be  just  hinted,  tliat  next  to  Walpdle  St-Peter^s, 
Already  described,  the  two  T'orringtons,  one  of  the 
Tilneys,  West-Waltori,  and  Walsoken,  are  deemed 
the  most  considerable  and  remarkable.  Some  account 
of  them  may  be  found  in  Parkin's  History  of  Freebridge 
Hundred  dnd  hdf. 

In  the  sanic{  work  may  also  be  found  a  pretty  diitinct 
and  circumstantial  account  of  the  different  manors  ia 

4  It  is  really  a  ditch  or  djke  that  separates  Wisbeacb  from  Marshlani* 
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this  district,  one  of  which  belonged  fonnerly  to  the 
Crown,  tis  a  royal  desmesne,  and  was  repeatedly  set- 
ded  on  some  of  onr  queens  consorts,  as  part  of  their 
jointures.— It  lies  in  Terrington,  and  is  called  the 
bishc^  of  Ely's  manor,  having  once  belonged  to  his 
great  lordship  of  West- Walton,  Wisbeach,  &c.  It 
remained  in  the  See  of  Ely  till  the  death  of  bishop  CoXy 
in  1581,  when  it  came  to  the  Crown  by  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament passed  in  the  4th  of  Elizabeth.  James  L 
granted  it  with  all  its  appurtenances  to  his  eldest  son 
iienry,  and  aficr  his  decease,  to  his  other  son  Charles 
prince  of  Wales,  on  whose  marriage  it  was  settled  on 
his  queen,  as  apart  of  her  jointure;  from  which,  how-t 
ever,  it  has  been  thought  not  very  likely  that  she  ever 
derived  much  benefit,  ^  In  the  reign  of  Charies  II.  i^ 
was  again  settled  on  Catherine  of  Lisbon,  his  consort. 

*  Queen  HenrietU,  by  her  numerous  indiscretion^,  contributed  Iargc«. 
Ijto  the  alienation  of  the  affections  of  his  subjects  from  the  king  he^ 
iiu»ban4;  and  she  suffered  tery  teterely  in  consequence  of  it.  Aftet 
her  retirement  into  France,  that  court,  at  the  head  of  which  was  her. 
nephew  Lewis  XIV,  is  said  to  have  been  ^ery  remiss  in  administering 
to  her  rdief,  so  as  to  leave  her  o(\cn  in  want  even  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  It  has  ^een  reported  that  she  was  in  sucl^  distress  at  Paris,  m  1643,^ 
that  »he  and  her  infant  daughter  were  obi  iged  to  lie  in  bed,  in  their 
room  at  the  palace  of  the  Loutre,  for  want  of  wood  to  make  their  &rf» 
with.  One  time  during  the  protectorate,  as  Granger  reports,  she  waft, 
so  reduced,  that  she  actually  applied  to  Cromwell  for  relief,  as  queen 
^oivager  of  England.  In  1660,  after  an  absence  of  many  years,  she  re*- 
torrtcdto  London,  where  she  $eems  not  to  have  b^n  treated  with  much 
kindness  by  her  son  Charles.  In  1665,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
pbfue,  fhc  again  ictired  to  France,  From  Sir  John  Reresby^s  me- 
?>oin  it  appears,  that  she  was  secretly  married  (probably  about  that. 
*nne)  to  Henry  Jermyn,  earl  of  St.  Albans,  who  had  for  many  yean 
attended  her  as  chamberlain  of  her  household,  or  some  such  character* 
and  who  afterward  treated  her  in  a  molt  uukind  and  brutal  manner^ 
f  he  died  im  1669>  In  her  €Oth  year. 
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as  part  of  her  dower  or  joiBtttre,*  and  was  fanned  by  Siof 
James  Chapman  FuUer^  bart  In  1696,  William  Ben- 
tinck|  e%rl  of  Portland,  had  a  ^n^ani  of  it  from^g  Wil« 
liam.  Admiral  Bentinck,  adescendant  of  ttmt  iamUy, 
IS  the  present  possessor  of  it,  and  of  the  greatest  part  of 
Terrington.— Somewhere  upon  this  estate  of  his,  is  said 
to  be  one  of  the  best  spots  in  the  whole  country  for 
forming  a  Decoy.— The  Admiral,  within  these  few  years, 
has  added  to  bis  possessions  here  a  l^ige  extent  of  salt 
marshes,  which  he  has  rescued  from  th^  sea,  and  secured 
by  strong  and  capital  embankments.  No  part  of  his  valu- 
able territory  here  exceeds  this  newly  recovered  tracty  i|i 
point  of  fertility:  nor  is  it  exceeded,  if  equalled,  by 
any  other  part  of  Marshland :  and  yet  it  has.  been  thought, 
from  the  high  teiins  on  which  he  lets  it,  that  he  himself 
)ias  overrated  its  value.  This  point,  however,  must  be 
lefl  for  him  and  his  tenants  to  settle  as  they  can. 

|n  Terrington  is  tb^  Wash,  or  passage  into  Lincoln- 
shire,  commonly  called  the  Cross^  Keys.  **  Here  (says 
Parkin)  is  a  ^^uide  always  attandm^,  to  conduct  pas- 
lengers  over,  bearing  a  wand  or  rod  in  his  hand,  pro- 
bably in  imitaticmpf  Moses,  who  had  a  rod  when  he  con- 
ducted the  Israelites  through  the  Red  Sea."  *  A  guide, 
certainly  does  att^id;  and  it  seefns  be  bears  a  wand ; 
1)ut  t]iat  he  does  so  in  imitation  of  Moses,  was,  perhaps, 
never  supposed  by  any  one  before  ^T.  Parkin.— These 
l^ides  might  very  probably  use  a.wand,  or  long  rod,  for 
the  purpose  of  sounding  the  dept|i  of  the  water,  or  tQ 
discover  any  unevenness,  dan^irous*  holes,  or  sloughy 
f^lhe  bottom. 

*  Bj^f^  of  Ffeebrtdgf 9  p.  S5?, 
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The  Banks  erected  bjtbe  Romans  to  sepuretkisccmii- 
jtrj,  appear  to  have  been  well  constructed  (as  was  ge<r 
nerally  the  case  with  the  great  works  of  that  people) 
and  they  served  probably  for  ages  as  effectual  bulwarka 
Bgainst  the  encroachment  of  the  ocean.  In  a  long  course 
of  limey  however,  they  would  naturally  fall  iiito  decay; 
and  the  Saxons,  who  succeeded  the  Romans,  being  ne- 
ver very  remarkable  for  their  attention  to  such  matters^ 
or  their  skill-  in  the  management  of  them,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  we  often  hear  in  ailertimes  of  breaches  io 
the  banks^  and  of  high  tides,  or  great  inl^uid  floods 
delugii^and  desolating  the  country. 

As  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Edward  L  we  read  of  oer- 
Um  lawless  people  making  breaches  in  the  banks,  and 
resisting  those  who  would  hayp  stopt  them ;  upon  which 
the  Hingis  said  to  have  appointed  certain  persons  to  in* 
quiie  into  (hose  misdemeanoars,  and  punish  theoffenders. 
Afterward,  in  the  same  rpign,  mischievous  persons  are 
said  tahave  thrown  dowu  the  bank  'ki  LitiU'lode^  whea 
a  new<:ommission  was  issued  to  searph  after  the  ofiendem 
and  bring  them  \d  JMstice.  ^  A  nother  commisdcm  was  i»- 
tued  some  few  years  after,  when  Robert  Russel,  bailiff 
^  the  Abbot  of  Ramsey,  John  Mayner,  Walter  Halle^ 
man  and  oUiers,  were  found  out  as  offenders,  having  by 
fcvceofarms,  broke  down  the  Dam  at  Smalelode,  and 
Richard  Curt^ys  the  other  at  fVadynstowe;  aad  the 
Sheriff  was  ordered  to  apprehend  them.  All  this  seems 
very  plainly  io  indicate,  that,  even  in  the  reign  of  our 
\xmsted  English  justiniany  the  state  of  things  in  this 
fountry  was  very  different  from  what  it  was  in  that  of 
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tiie  immortal  Alfred.  ♦  In  the  22,  of  Henry  Vni.  an 
act  passed,  making  it  felony  to  demolish  the  sea  banks^ 
which  qeems  to  have  pat  an  effectual  stop  to  those  flagi-* 
tious  proceedings. 

Among  the  shocking  inundations,  from  which  this 
low  country  greatly  suffered  in  former  times,  the  foI«^ 
lowing  seem  to  be  the  most  remarkable.— In  the  year 
1236,  on  the  morrow  after  Martinmas-day,  and  th^ 
eight  following  days,  the  sea,  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  was  raised  to  such  a  height,  that  the  banks,  yieldr 
ing  to  the  force  of  the  water,  were  broken  so,  that 
<<  of  small  craft,  cattle,  and  men,"  great  multitudes  were 
destroyed.  A  similar  calamity  happened  about  nine* 
teen  years  afterward.  Also  in  1437,  by  a  breach  in 
the  bank  of  Wisbeach  Fen,  4,400  acres  of  land  wers 
overflowed.  Another  of  those  disastrous  events  hap- 
pened on  monday  and  tuesday ,  the  second  and  third  of 
October,  1570,  by  which  all  Marshland  together  with 
the  town  of  Wigenhale,  were  overflowed  with  salt 
water;  so  that  Irom  Old  Lynn  to  Magdalen-bridge, 
there  were  not  left  ten  roods  of  the  bank  whole  and  firm, 
io  the  very  great  damage  of  the  whole  country.  How 
or  when  that  damage  was  repaired,  or  the  banks  restored 
to  their  former  state,  does  not  appear;  but  in  the  39th 
qf  the  same  reign  (that  of  Elizabeth)  complaint  was 
made  at  a  Session  of  Sewers,    that  through  neglect 

*  A  single  jail,  in  Alfred's  golden  reign,   . 
Could  half  the  nation^s  criminals  contain. 
Fair  Justice  then,  without  cdnstraint  ador*d, 
Held  high  the  steady  scale,  but  deeped  the  Sword: 
No  spies  were  paid,  no  special  Juries  known  ; 
^lest  age  !  bu$  ah  I  how  diflferent  from  our  own  ! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY    OF    LTNN*  117 

tf  keeping  the  water  in  at  Rigbtforth  Lode  within  tbe 
crests  of  the  same,  the  grounds  on  the  north  side  of  the 
said  Lode  were,  in  time  of  great  inundatidns,  oredBown, 
which  occasion^  the  tenants,  for  aToiding  the  Water, 
to  cut  the  old  Powdike^  and  issue  the  said  water  into 
Marshland  Fen,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  inhabitants  and 
commcmers  there.  It  was  therefore  ordained  and  de« 
creed,  by  the  commissioners/ that  whoever  should  so 
transgress  in  future,  should  be  fined  SOI.  for  every  siicii 
de&ult. 

After  this,  on  the  1st  of  April  1607  (5.  Jac.)  therd 
happened  a  mighty  tide,  which  broke  Gatt's  bank,  and 
drowned  Clenchwarton.  About  1610,  provision  was 
made  for  draining  the  waters  of  Oldfield,  Outwelt,  &c. 
Without  issuing  them  through  Broken  Dike  into  Marsh* 
land,  and  also  for  a  general  repair  of  all  the  banks. 
How  far  these  measures  were  carried  on,  orefiected^ 
cannot  now  be  said;  but  they  proved  entirely  ineffec- 
tual to  secure  the  country  from  that  dreadful  inunda- 
tion of  the  sea,  which  happened  on  november  1,  1613 
(11  Jac.)  and  which  laid  all  Marshland  and  parts  ad- 
jbcoit  under  water,  and  proved  exceedingly  calamitous 
to  the  whole  country.  In  commemoration  of  this  most 
disastrous  event,  the  following  rather  quaint  Inscription 
was  set  up  on  the  East  Wall  of  the  south  aisle  in  Wis- 
beach  Church— ^'To  the  immortal  praise  of  God  Al- 
mighty, that  saveth  his  people  in  all  adversities,  be  it 
kept  in  perpetual  memory,  That  on  the  Feast-Day  of 
All  saintSy  being  the  first  of  November  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1613,  late  in  the  night,  the  sea  broke  in  through 
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the  violence  of  a  North  East  viind,  meeting  with  a  Springs 
Tide,  and  overflowed  all  Marshland^  with  the  town  of 
JfUbechcj  both  on  the*  north  side  and  on  the  i^outh; 
and  almost  the  whole  Hundred  round  about;  to  the 
great  dang^  of  men's  lives,  and'tlie  losse  of  some;  be- 
sides  the  exceeding  great  losse  which  these  counties 
sustained  through  the  breach  of  the  banks,  and  spoil 
of  com,  catde,  and  housing,  which  could  not  be  estn 
mated." 

Dugdale  in  his  History  of  Embanking  has  preserved 
<<An  Abstract  of  the  losses  in  general  (sustained  on  the 
above  occasion)  as  they  were  presented  by  the  Jurors  of 
several  Hundreds  at  the  Session  of  Sewers  held  at  Lynn, 
December  9,  1613. — JVithin  the  Ring  of  Marshland 
the  statement  of  the  said  lof^ses  is  as  follows— 7Vrri;igf on, 
10,416/;  WcUpole,  3,000/;  fTest'TFalton^SSOl;  Wal- 
soken,  1,328/;  Emnelh;  150/;  Wigenhcde  and  South 
Lyrm^  ff,000/;  tilney  and  Islington^  4,380/;  Qench- 
warton,  6,000/;  West  and  North  Lym^  4,000/ -in  all 
35yS34^L'-Without  the  Ring  of  Marshland,  the  damage 
was  far  less  considerable,  and  is  given  as  follows,,  Go^- 
woody  205/;  South  Woiton^  313/;  North  JVoUon^  810/; 
WatUngtoriy  500/;  Totnel  cum  Wormegay,  601; 
Holm  cum  Thorplandy  401;  Stow  Bardolf^  100/:  in 
all  2^0281;  which  added  to  the  former  account  will 
amount  to  no  less  a  sum  than  37,862/. — A  sum  equal^ 
perhaps,  to  near  half  a  million  of  our  money. 

The  damages  at  or  about  Wisbeach^  and  out  of  Nor* 
foUcy  are  not  included  in  the  above  absdcac^;  though  diey 
must>  doubtless^  have  been  v^  consideiableyand  pnn 
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ti)ljr  not  much  less  than  the  fonner :  the  whole  together 
must,  of  course,  have  been  enormous,  and  equal  to  ma« 
ny  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  our  money. 

In  the  months  of  January  and  Febhiary,  and  partis 
cnlarly  on  the  23rd  of  March  in  the  ensuing  year  ( 1614,) 
the  country  stlstained  much  luiditional  damage  from 
the  snows  that  had  fallen,  and  which  had  occasioned 
yast  floods  from  the  upland  countries  upon  their  going 
off.  Great  part  of  Marshland^  from  the  bank  called 
the  Edge,  between  the  towns  and  Emneth,  to  the  New 
Podike^  was*  overflowed  with  fresh  water,  by  divers 
breaches  between  Salter's  Lode  and  Downfaam  Bridge. 
The  country  to  the  south  of  Wisbeach  also  suffered 
greatly  on  the  occasion ;  as  did  likewise  the  greater  part 
rftheland  within  South  Eaubrink  in  Holland,  which 
was  so  overflowed  and  damaged,  from  Spalding  to  Tydd 
St  Giles,  as  to  be  almost  entirely  lost  for  that  year^—t- 
From  tiiese  premises  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  boast-i 
ed  fertility,  and  numerous  advantages  ot' Marshland  and 
the  adjacent  parts  have  often  been  woefuny  counterba* 
lanced  by  disadvantages  and  evils  of  a  most  serious  and 
distressing  nature ;  so  as  to  leave  the  inhabitants  but  ve* 
ly  little  room  to  exult  over  their  less  wealthy  country- 
men, whose  lot  is  fallen  in  the  more  sterile  and  rugged 
parts  of  the  kingdom^ 

Before  we  finish  this  Section,  it  may  be  proper  io  say 
something  of  the  principal  divisions  of  Marshland,  and 
its  extent,  which  we  often  find  differently  represented. 
In  its  fullest  extent^  or  xoithin  Us  ringy  as  it  is  some- 

a 
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times  expressed,  Marshland  comprehends  the  foUowin^^ 
parishes,  (with (he  exception  of  part  of  that  of  St.  Ger- 
man's^ which  lies  on  (tie  eastern  side  (^  the  river  Ouse.) 
—1.   Emnetlt.   2.    Walwken.   5.    WestWaltta.  4* 
Wa^le  St  Andrew's.  5.  Walpole  St  Peter's.  6.  Tbr» 
nqglon   St   Clemeiit^4  7.  TerringtoA  St  John's.   8* 
Cloiichwarton.  9.  N6ith  Ljnit.  10.  West  Lynn.  Ih 
THnejr  All  SsEmts.  12.  Tiioey  St.  Lawfemx.  ISk  Islif^-* 
foacomTihiey.  U.  Wig&Mt  St.  Mmj's.  15.  Wt^ 
genhale  St.  German's.  I^  Wigeiihale  St.  Mary  Mag- 
dalen.— In  another  view,  as  a  privileged  (tistrict,  audi 
paiticiilariy,  as  interested  ih,  the  Smeeth^  Marddaad 
has  been  considered  as  much  less  extensive^  compre-> 
bending  only  ekvea  paridies^    or  rather  confined   to 
seoeii^ozt^nsi  ortowmdi^:  aiidAenN.  andW.  Lyift^ 
with  the  thoee  Wigenhaks  ave  exdnded.    These  town^ 
ships,  or  the  seven  tofwds  of  Bfatshlatid^  as  they  aK 
usually  called|  are  thus  entUiier«ted«^l.  fkimetb*    2. 
Walsokfeh.  3.  West  WaWon*  4.  The  two  Walpoles, 
both  under  otie.  5.  The  two  Terringtons,  both  under 
one.  6.  Clenchwarton.  7.  The  two  Tilneys  and  IsUjd^-' 
toO)  all  under  one^  or  ccmstitutiug  one  township. — At 
what  time  this  division  of  the  district  into  seven  toFwn- 
ships  took  i^ace^  does  not  appear^     It  was^  probably^ 
at  a  remote  period,  and  before  the  formation  (^  the 
eleven  parishes,  which  these  townships  now  contain. 
It  may,  perhaps  not  unreasonably  be  presumed  to  have 
originated  under  (he  £ast-Anglian  government,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Hcptarchys— if  not,  indeed,  even 
before  either  the  heptarchy,  or  yet  the   East-Anglian 
government  had  ever  sprung  into  existence. 
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Section  XIV.  Biographical  Sketches  of  sotpfi 
of  the  most  distinguished  personage  of  other  iimesy  in 
Marshland  ami  its  vicinity. 

Of  cddbratedduimcteni,  orioeiii^oattaaiiedtohigb 
lenpwn  an^ong  their  oontemporaries,  but  a  very  moderate 
mimber  appears  to  belong  to  ^ifarshla^d  dr  its  viemity. 
Some  sucb^  boweyer,  seem  to  bave  sprung  iqpi  there,  at 
different  periods,  within  the  last  thousand  jearsi  and 
of  them,  whose  n^pies  have  been  preserved,  the  first 
place,  at  least  in  point  of  seniority,  seeips  to  belong  to 

1.  HiCKiFRic,  vulgarly  called  Tom  Hickatrify  or 
Bickathrifi.  He  k  supposed  to  have  lived  some  time 
before  the  conquest,  and  to  have  been  in  bis  day  and 
gmeration, 

<<  A  Yilltge  Hampden,  thai  with  4«MDt|ett  breas| 
**  The  little  tyranu  of  his  fields  withstood.** 

He  has  been  represented  as  the  proprii^r  of  the 
Smeeth;  though  he  might,  perhaps,  be  only  entitle 
to  the  benefit  of  pa^urage  there^  in  common  with  ti^e 
rest  of  bis  neighbours.  Be  that  as  it  might,  it  is  a^ee4 
(m  aU  hands  that  he  was  a  person  of  uncommon  strength, 
gigantic  stature,  and  unshaken  fortitude.  Very  dif- 
faexA  from  most  other  men  of  might,  it  does  not  appear 
that  be  was  ever  accused  of  oppressing  his  weaker  neighs 
hours,  insulting  their  persons,  or  committing  depreda<« 
tioQS  upon  their  property.  His  superior  powers  and 
valour  were  called  forth  and  employed  only  in  defence 
of  his  own  just  right  and  property,  and  those  of  bis 
oj^iessed  jbllow-citizens.    Traditioii  informs  us  of  % 
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certain  unirarrantable  and  base  attempt  being  once  ma^Je^ 
hj  some  lawless  and- powerful  men,  to  encroach  upoa 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  and  dispossess  them  of 
their  right  to  the  Smeeth;  or,  at  least,  to  deprive  them  of 
some  part  of  that  fertile  tract;  and  which  was  to  be  ef- 
fected by  force  of  arms,  as  the  inhabitants  seemed  deter- 
mined to  make  resistance,  and  not  tamely  to  part  with, 
or  give  up  their  rights.  An  engagement  accordingly 
ensued,  which  terminated  in  the  total  discomfiture  of 
the  invaders,  and  the  consequent  reinstatement  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  quiet  possession  of  their  wonted  pri* 
vileges.  The  victory  was  universally  ascribed  to  the 
lingular  prowess  and  irresistible  ei^ertions  of  HickifriCy 
who  fought  that  day,  as  the  tradition  says,  with  a  cart- 
wheel in  one  hand,  instead  of  a  buckler  or  shield,  and 
an  axletree  in  the  other,  instead  of  a  spear  or  battle-ax. 
In  short  he  is  said-tohave  acquitted  himselt  on  that  me- 
morable occasion,  so  as  to  establish  his  character,  and 
hand  it  down  to  posterity,  as,  at  once,  the  firm  patriot, 
and  redoubtable  champion.  A  stone  cofiin,  in  Tilney 
churchyard,  is  shewn  to  this  da^  iis  having  once  ben 
longed  to  him.  But  this,  perhaps,  may  be  questioned^ 
as  may  also  some  of  the  circumstances  of  the  above  story  ^ 
though  the  substance  of  it  may  be  true:  the  afiair  of  the 
wheel  and  axlctreey  for  instance,  like  many  other  vulgar 
traditions,  may  be  only  byperbolically  and  not  literally 
true;  and  implying  no  more  than,  that  he  furnished 
himself  for  the  said  conflict  with  certain  rustic,  ponde- 
rous and  unusual  weapons;  which  blind  tradition  and 
stupid  credulity  afterwards  converted  into  a  cartwl»ce\ 
f^id  an  axletree^ 
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9.  Saint  Gobric.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  natiy; 
of  Wdpole^  and  to  have  origmally  followed  the  humble 
occupation  or  profession  of  a  Pedlar     He  aflerwardf 
went  on  pilgrimage  to  liome,  and  eyen  to  Jerusalem^ 
but  whether  he  relmquished  bis  formpr  profession  before 
he  set  off,  or  took  his  pedlery  along  with  him,  does 
not  appear.     Some  of  the  pilgrims  of  those  times,  it  is 
said,  used  to  engage,  c  lande^tinelv,  in  certain  pedling, 
mercantile,   or  rpra)fnercial   adventures,     and  to   find 
tbrir  account  in  so  doing,  as  the  garb,  or  profession  of 
pilgrims  exempted  them  from  the  tolls  or  duties  impo- 
sed  upon  mere  pedlers,  or  merchants.     Whether  that 
was  the  case  with  our  Godric,  or  not,  he  apquired  the 
character  of  a  Smnfy  and  was  canonized;  which  ^et 
with  some  people  will  make  no  very  great  dealin  his 
fevour.     In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  became  a  her* 
mity  and  lived   sometime  at  Finchale  near  Durham^ 
where  he  is  said  to  have  worn  out  no  less  than  three 
successive  suits  of  iron  clothes,  :{:  which,  with  many^ 
lypuld  be  an  indubitable  proof  that  his  sanctity  must 
have  been  far  superior  to  that  of  the  wefunprs  of^amtef^ 
coarse  woollen j  or  even  haircloth/  by  which   kind  of 
drcs.^es  numbers   of  his  brethren  chose  to  distinguish 
themselves.     Godric  died  in  1170.     Many   miracles, 
of  course,  are  aspribed  to  him;  and  his  girdle  that  he 
left,  was  said  to  have  in  it  such  uncommon  and  won* 
dcrful  virtue,  as  to  make  barren  women  fruitful. — ^Afi^r 
all,  it  seems  not  quite  clear,  or  certain,  that  he  was  i^ 
better  man,  or  worthier  character  than  Hickiftic* 
• 
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3.  Sir  Frederic  Tilney.  He  was  one  of  theat-% 
tendants  and  Captains  o(  Richard  I,  in  his  memorable 
expedition  to  the  Hol^  Land,  and  was  knighted  by  that 
monarch,  in  his  third  year,  BiAcon  or  Acre,  otherwise 
Ptolemais — [a  place  rendered  very  fjEtmous  during  the 
Crusades;  especially  by  the  heroic  achievements  of  the 
lion-hearted  Richard  and  his  followers;  and  no  less  so 
ot  late  years,  by  its  obstinate  and  successful  de^ce 
against  the  arms  and  repeated  assaults  of  Bonaparte.  ] — 
Sir  Frediric  Tilney  was  distinguished  for  his  great  sta- 
ture and  vagt  bodily  strength;  being,  perhaps^  a  descend- 
ant  of  Hickifric,  He  survived  the  expedition  to  Pales- 
tine, and  returned  safe  to  his  native  country,  where  he 
ended  his  days  in  peace,  and  was  buried  with  his  ances- 
ters  at  Terrington,  Jy  Tilney;  that  is,  at  Si.  John's^ 
as  it  is  supposed ;  where  we  are  told  bis  height  was  to. 
be  seen  as  late  as  1556. — Sixteen  knights  of  the  same 
name  (and  supposed  to  be  his  descendants)  succeeded 
him,  most,  if  not  all  of  whom  lived  at  Boston. 

4.  Richard  pb  Ttrihgton^  He  is  said  to  havo 
been  one  of  the  great  favourites  of  JSSng  John^  wha 
granted  him,  for  his  life,  an  annuity  of  twenty  marks« 
Little  mere  is  known  of  bim.  But  as  a  king's  fevou-^ 
rite,  he  must  have  been  a  noted  man  in  his  day.  That 
-lung  had  many  feyourites,  it  seems,  in  and  about  Lynn. 
No  part  of  bis  kingdom  seemed  to  be  more,  if  so  much 
attached  to  faim.  His  favourites  and  adherents,  and 
this  Richard  ctf  Terrington  amojng  the  rest,  may  be 
presumed  to  be  much  of  the  same  cast  with  their  royal 
mtrpn^  and  therefore  the  less  said  about  them  i^  )x^U 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY    OP    LYNK*  125 

S.  Sir  Frederick  Chervill,  or  CheroUe^  other* 
Vbe  Kerzile.    He  lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  HI,  and 
had  considerable  possesions  in  l^ihiey,  Islington,  Wi- 
genhale,  and  Clenchwarton.     He  was  found,  in  the 
thiity-foiurth  yeor  of  that  king,  to  have  a  Oatlows  in  Til- 
ney,  and  the  liberty  Or  power  of  trying  and  hanging  of- 
fender; by  -which  it  appeals,  (hot  he  was  in  his  time 
a  person  of  no  smftU  consequence  and  dignity  in  this 
coimtiyy    He  lived  at  Ihe  time  when  the  Ouse  deserted 
its  aacient  cofme  or  channel  by  Wisbeoch,  and  mixed 
wtth  the  waters  of  Wigenhale  and  of  Lynn.     Of  the 
qualities  of  hs  heart,  or  his  particular  deeds,  good  or 
bed,  no  raenional  now  remains. — The  seat  of  the  Ker-^ 
vflea,  fhr  Hnoy  snccessite  generations,  was  the  manor«^ 
house  of  Wigenhale  St.  Mary's^  of  which  only  the  gale* 
house  no^  remains,  and  is  visible  from  the  Wisbeacfa 
road.     Its  appearance  seems  to  indicate  that  the  mansion 
Ibhnerly  attached  to  it  was  in  its  day  a  sumptuous  edi-' 
flee;  and  fot  no  short  period^  perhaps,  the  first  house; 
in  aU  Marshland. 

6.  John  Colton:  a  native  of  Terrington,  chaplain 
to  W.  JRatemarij  bishop  of  Norwich,  and  the  first  mas- 
ter of  GontiUHaU  in  Cambridge,  Afterward,  on  ac- 
count of  his  great  learning  and  piety,  (as  it  is  said) 
Henry  I  v.  advanced  him  to  the  archbishopric  of  Ar- 
magh, and  primacy  of  Ireland.  While  in  that  high 
station  he  was  sent  to  Rome,  and  employed  in  the  af- 
fiiir  of  the  schism  between  Urban  VI.  and  Clement  VII. 
trfaicli  occasioned  bis  writihg  a  learned  treatise  (as  Ful- 
ler says)  De  causa  Schismatis;  and  also  another  De  r«- 
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fnedio  ^usd^  He  is  supposed  to  have  resigned  his  arch* 
bistiopric  some  time  before  his  death,  which  happened^ 
it  seems,  in  1404.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  one 
df  the  worst  men  off  his  order. 

T.  Walter  Tirringto*,  LL.  D.  a  celebrateci 
writer  and  anthor^  is  said  to  have  been  another  native  of 
Terrington,  At  what  time  he  flourished,  is  rather  uncer- 
tain; though  it  seems  not  improbable^  that  he  was  con- 
temporary with  CoUon.  Nor  is  it  now  known  what 
those  writing^  were  which  made  him  so  celebrated  as  an 
author.  Whatever  they  were,  and  they  might  be  high* 
ly  valuable  in  theit  tiine^  they  seem  to  have  been  long 
ago  swallowed  up  in  the  dark  devouring  abyss  or  gulpb 
of  oblivion;  and  from  which  the  very  name  of  their  aupi 
thor  has  hardly  escaped. 

8.  John  Atlmeb:  bom  at  Aylmer-Hall  in  Tilney^ 
about  1521.  When  fery  young,  Henry  Grey,  Mar- 
quis of  Dorset,  afterward  Duke  of  Suffolk,  took  a  great 
liking  to  him,  ^ntertaiiled  him  as  his  scholar,  and  gave 
biman  exhibition  at  Cambridge,  where  hb  proficiency 
was  so  considerable,  that  he  was  afterward  deemed  <me 
pfthc  best  scholars  of  his  time«  *  From  the  University 
his  noble  patron  took  him  to  his  family,  and  made  him 
tutor  to  his  children,  among  whom  was  the  memorable 
iuadyjant  Grey,  He  early  imbibed  the  opinion  of  the 
reformers,  and  was  very  instrumental,  under  the  patron-^ 
age  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Earl  ofHuntingdon^ 
in  diffusing  the  same  about  Leicestershire,  (in  which 

*  ParUcttlarly  is  an  Hebrician,  according  tothie  Uarn<:d  Hugjb 
Broughton. 
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counfy  was  the    Duke's    chief  seat  and  residence,) 
wWe  be  aeems  to  hme  had  some  prefermeat,  and  to 
l^sve  been  for  sometime  the  on] j  preacher  of  that  de- 
acripUoQ.    In  time  he  was  promoted  to  the  archdeaconry 
of  SioWj  in  the  diocese  of  Lmcoln,  if  hicb  qualified  him 
to  sit  in  Convocation^  the  &8t  jear  of  the  reign  of  Ma- 
ry, where  he  defended  protestantism  with  so    much 
leal^  learning,  andacuteness^  that  he  was  soon  afler  de- 
prived of  bi$  archdeaconry,  and  oUiged  to  dbscond 
and  quit  the  kingdom,  to  avoid  ihe  approaching  storm. 
After  he  had  embarked  he  was  in  no  smiiU  danger  from 
the  searc^iiers,  who  came  onboard,  in  quest  of  fugitives; 
ItMit  be  b«^pily  escaped,  partly  through  bis  own  dimi* 
native  size^  (being  of  small  stature  like  Zacchcusj)  and 
partly  through  the  friendship  of  the  Captain,  who  placed 
lum  in  the  empty  end  of  a  wine  butt^  that  had  a  par- 
tition in  4ie  middle,  where  he  sat  very  snugly,  while 
^searchers  were  drinking  wine,  which  they  saw  drawn 
fHit<^  ttie  other  end.    He  was  sometime  after  landed  on 
the  ccmtinent^  and  got  safe  to  Strasburgh,   whence  he 
shortly  after  removed  toZurich,  where  he  diligently  pro- 
secuted his  studies,  and  attended  the  Lectures  of  Peter 
Martyr.     He  afterwards  visited  most  of  the  universities 
ofltaly  and  Germany,  and  at  Jena^  in  Saxony,  he  had 
the  offer  of  the  Hebrew  Professorship,  which  he  de- 
clined.   After  the  accession  of  Elizabeth  he  returned 
home^  and  was  one  of  the  divines  appointed  to  dispute 
at  Westminster  with  an  equal  number  of  popish  bishops. 
He  sometime  after  was  made  archdeacon  of  Lincoln; 
but  got  no  higher  for  a  long  while.    At  last^  upon  thi 
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translation  oCSandys  to  York,  he  was  appointed  bis  sue* 
cessor  in  the  see  of  London.  Thb  elevation  he  is  said 
to  have  owed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  interest  and 
friendship  of  that  prelate,  but  which  he  afterward  very 
ill  requited.  He  now  foi^othis  former  affection  to  the 
puritans,  and  became  a  bitter  persecutor.  On  Sunday 
afternoons  he  was  fond  of  playing  at  bowls,  and  would 
use  such  language  at  this  game  as  justly  exposed  him  to 
reproach.  When  he  happened  to  preach,  if  he  obser- 
ved his  audience  inattentive,  he  would  take  a  hebrew 
bible  out  of  his  pocket,  and  read  them  a  few  verses, 
and  then  resume  his  discourse.  *  He  was  a  man  of  great 
courage,  which  he  shewed  ou  many 'occasions;  one  of 
which  was  his  having  a  tooth  drawn,  to  encourage  the 
queen  to  submit  to  the  like  operation.  Strt/pe  says,  he 
was  a  man  of  metal,  and  could  use  his  hands  and  arms 
well,  X  and  would  turn  his  back  on  no  man.  FuUer 
says,  he  was  foully  belibelled  by  the  puritans;  but 
does  not  say  how  much  provocation  he  had  given  them 

♦  One  Brook,  now  a  dashing  orator  at  or  about  Bumham,  and  who 
also  holds  forth  sometimes  at  Lynn,  is  said  to  have  used  the  sarae  expe- 
riment,  and  boasted  of  it, — and  also  of  having  doomed  and  consigned 
•  certain  neighbouring  minister  to  eternal  torment,  for  presuming,  for. 
sooth,  to  differ  from  his  creed.  Master  B.  is  classed  among  th« 
evangel icalsy  and  seems  to  be  very  much  in  their  spirit. 

t  Mow  well  he  used  them  upon  the  poor  popish  prisoners  in  the 
Tower,  whom  he  there  most  unmercifully  flogged,  or  rather  racked 
and  tortured,  we  have  seen  above  (p.  93)  from  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
Milner.  Some  of  the  numerous  puritan  sufferers  of  that  time  might, 
probably,  share  from  him  the  same  fate ;  which  may  account  for  what 
Fuller  calls  his  being /osi^  ielibelled'hy  them,  in  return.  After  such 
treatment  it  would  be  very  natural  for  them  to  think  thai  they  had  some 
right  as  well  as  reason  to  complain:  and  it  might  also  be  natural  for 
him,  as  weU  as  for  Fuller,  to  give  those  complaint!  the  nameofiS^c^. 
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for  SO  doing*    He  di^d  at  his  PaUce  of  Fulhaiff^  Jane 

3.  1594. 

* 

9.  Sir  RoBEBT  Aylmer,  elder  brother  of  the  pre- 
ceding, appears  to  have  been  a  person  of  some  note 
in  his  time,  and  resided  chiefly,  as  it  it  is  supposed,  at 
Ayhner  Hall,  above-mentioned;  but  as  the  particulars 
of  hb  history  have  not  been  recorded,  and  seera  to  be  now 
entirely  forgotten,  no  more  can  be  here  said  of  him. 

10.  Thomas  Herring.  He  was  tiie  Son  of  the 
reverend  John  Herring y  rector  of  Walsoken,  \>  here  he 
v as  born  in  1693.  At  a  proper  time  he  was  sent  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  in  1722,  became  chaplain  to  Dr.  Fleetwood, 
bishop  of  Ely;  In  1726  he  was  chosen  preacher  of  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  and  appointed  king's  chaplain;  in  1737  he 
was  made  bishop  of  Bangor,  and  in  1743  was  translated 

•  (oYork.  When  the  rebellion  broke  ou^,  and  the  king's 
troops  were  defeated  at  Preston  Pans,  the  archbishop 
convened  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  clergy  of  his 
diocese,  and  by  an  excellent  speech  removed  the  ge-^ 
neral  panic,  and  excited  such  zeal  among  his  auditors, 
(hat  a  subscription  to  the  amount  of  40,000/.  was  rais- 
ed; and  the  example  was  followed  in  most  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  On  the  death  of  Dr^  Pottery  in  1747,  he  wad 
advanced  to  Canterbury,  and  so  attained  to  the  very 
summit  of  ecclesiastical  preferment  and  dignity;  but 
bis  health  very  soon  began  to  impair,  and  after  lan- 
guishing about  four  years,  he  died,  in  1757,  leaving 
behind  him  a  very  amiable  and  excellent  character, 
in  spite  of  the  many  disadvantages  of  his  elevated  si* 

Ji3 
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tuatiooi  and  his  long  course  of  worldly  prosperit  j.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  real  and  warm  friaKl  to  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  anil  wor- 
thiest men  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

II.  Dr.  Richard  Busby.  He  was  not  indeed 
bom  in  Marshlaxid)  but  close  by,  at  Lutton  in  Lincolnr 
«hire,  in  1606.  He  had  his  education  at  Westminster 
school,  and  afterward  at  Christ-Church,  in  Oxford.  In 
1640,  he  was  appointed  master  of  Westminster  school^ 
and  by  his  skill  and  diligence  in  that  laborious  and  im-» 
portsnt  office^  for  the  space  of  fifty  fivp  years,  bred  up 
the  greatest  number  of  ^eminent  men,  in  church  and  state, 
that -any  teacher  or  tutor  could  boast  of  in  this,  or  per* 
baps  in  any  other  country.  In  his  schop)  discipline, 
he  was  extrepiely  and  proverbially  severe,  though  he 
applauded  and  jrewarded  wit  in  his  scholars,  even  when 
it  reflected  on  himself.  After  a  long  life  of  unwearied 
assiduity  and  temperance,  be  died,  |ii  1605,  at  the  agf 
of  89. 

Here  it  may  not  be  ipiproper  io  add,  that  the  ndble  !a- 
miliiBS  of  the  Howards  and  the  fTolpolts  appear  to  have 
originated  in  Marshland.— The  ancestois  ofthe  fonner, 
sometimeaftertiie  conquest,  bore  the  nameof  H'igenhale^ 
orde  Wigenhalcj  frbm  that  beipg  theirplape  (^residendr, 
and  where  they  had  their  most  consideralMe  possessions. 
Jn  the  ISth  century  lived  a  notable  person  of  this  family, 
whose  name  was  Sir  William  de  Wigenhalc,  and  who^ 
it  seems,  went  somtime^  upder  the  name  of  Williiim 
de  Clench warton,  from  hishavinglarge  possessions  in  that 
parish.    John^  the  Son  pf  this  William,  in  the  ISth  ccn« 
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t^ry,  took  tbe  samaiae  of  HotMtd^  (on  ^at  nccmiixt 
^oes  not  appear)  ami  his  descendants  Irave  borne  tlnCt 
Ipame  ever  since.     William,  (be  Spn  of  this  John  How* 
aid,  became  oiie  of  the  most  eminct^t  lawyers  and  dis- 
linguUhed  charodersof  his  time^  being  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
l^ce  of  England,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and  one  Of 
that  King's  privy  CounciU     He  owned  the  manor  of 
£as^  Winch,    and  the  manor-house  there  appears  to 
have  been  his  principal  seat,  and  where  the  family  chief* 
ly  resided  for  some  generations.  In  the  chapel  of  St,  Ma- 
ry's, on  the  south  side  of  East  Winch  church,  suppo- 
sed to  have  been  built  by  him,  he  and  many  of  his  earlL* 
^r  descend ai^s  are  said  to  have  been  buried.    The  How- 
ard ftimily  continued  io  reside  at  East  Winch  till  tow- 
^dsthe  close  of  the  I4th  Century,  and  perhaps  longer. 
Sir  Willtam^sgreal  grandson.  Sir  Robert  Howard,  lived 
there,  and  there,  ^t  seems,  he  died  and  was  buried,  in 
1388. — Sir  William  Howard  rendeired  much  good  ser- 
vice, ot  some  sort,  to  tbecorporatipi^  of  Lynn,  of  which 
that  body  was  not  inseuFiblc,  as  appeals  by  divers  pre- 
K^ts,  which  he  and  his  lady  received  in  return;— such 
as  the  carcase  of  an  ox,  one  time,  to  lady  Howard, 
tvhich,  with  the  Conveying  of  it  to  Winch,   cost  ^Iccen 
shiOingSy  a  sum'  equal,  no  dopbt,  to  iiiany  pounds  of 
our'money.     Another  time  a  present  of  wine,  together 
irflh  two  calves,  and  a  collar,  or  shield  of  brawn,  wcrp 
sent  as  a  present  to  Sir  William,  and  valued  at  thirteen 
shilUngs.    Another  time,  two  salmons  were  sent  to  Sir 
1^'illilim,  on  the  vigil  of  Easter,  valued  at  eteien  shillingsi 
^  vblcb^  compared  with  the  value  pf  the  other  firticles^ 

^  parkin,  308. 
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seems  ta indicate,  that  salmon  was  a  very  great  rarety  at 
that  period,— Such  was  the  origui  of  the  far-famed 
House  of  Howard,  which  has  been  long  since  divided 
into  so  many  noble  branches,  and  makes  so  conspicuous 
a  figure  in  the  British  Annals,  and  whose  chief  is  now, 
and  £as  long  been  the  first  peer  of  the  realm, 

As  to  the  Walpole  family ^  it  appears  to  be  no  less  an- 
cient than  that  of  the  Howards,  aliliough  it  did  not  rise 
so  soon  to  very  great  eminence.  Like  the  Howards,  or 
i-atherthe  JVigcnhales^  it  first  appeared  among  the  opu- 
lent Marshland  families,  not  long  after  the  conquest;  but 
whether  either  of  these  families  is  of  Saxon,  Danish, 
or  Norman  descent,  does  not  appear.  The  Walpole 
family  took  its  name  from  the  town  of  Walpole  in 
Marshland,  where  the  forefathers  ot  the  family  resided, 
and  had  hirge  possessions.  Reginald  de  Walpole, 
who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  is  thought  the  lineal 
ancestor  of  the  present  family.  His  son,  Richard  de 
Walpole,  married  Emma  the  daughter  of  Walter  do 
Havelton  (or  de  Houghton)  of  Houghton,  in  Norfolk, 
From  that  time,  the  family,  or  the  principal  branch 
of  it,  fixed  its  residence  at  Houghton,  where  it  has  con-* 
tinned  almost  ever  since.  Sir  John  Walpole,  knight, 
was  a  favourite  of  Henry  HI.  whom  he  accompanied  in 
his  expedition  to  Brltany.  His  son,  Sir  Henry  de  Wal- 
pole, was  a  Judge,  about  the  50th  year  of  the  same 
king's  reign.  Another  of  the  family,  Ralph  de  Wal-^ 
pole,  was  ab^utthe  same  time  bishop  of  Ely,  and  after- 
ward of  Norwich.  +  Some  of  the  family,  at  differeiit 

t  See  Parkin,  and  Norfolk  Tour,  131. 
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times,  Iqig  after  the  removal  of  one  branch  to  Houghton , 
appear  Veside  at  Walpole;  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
Vn.  we  find  the  owner  of  Houghton  residing  at  Lynn, 
as  appears  by  his  Will,  where  he  is  called  Thomas 
Walpole,  £squire,  of  Lynne '  Bishop.  In  that  Will, 
among  other  things,  he  leaves  certain  lands  and  tene- 
ments at  Walpole,  "to  the  brodirhode  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  at  Lynne  Bishop,  to  the  intent  the  Alderman  and 
Skyvens  of  the  said  Gylde  shall  find  and  pay  yerly 
eight  marks  to  the  wages  of  an  abil  prest  to  synge  mess 
perpetually  for  his  sowl,  and  the  sowl  of  Jone  his  wife, 
in  the  chapel  of  our  Lady,  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas 
in  Lynne.'* — For  many  ages  the  Walpoles  made  no 
mean  figure  among  the  Norfolk  gentry ;  but  none  of 
tliem  appear  to  have  been  advanced  to  the  peerage  till 
the  eighteenth  century ;  since  which  time,  they  have 
ranked  among  the  principal  nobility  of  the  kingdom* 
But  of  the  whole  race,  from  first  to  last,  the  most  dis- 
tinguished  and  memorable  character  was  the  famous  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  prime  minister  to  our  two  first  so- 
vereigns, of  the  present  dynasty,  and  afterward  created 
Earl  of  Orford;  ofwhom  some  account  will  be  given  in 
the  next  chapter,  section  IV. 

Here  it  may  be  added,  that  the  family  of  the  Conej/s 
has  also,  for  some  ages,  figured  among  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  Marshland  •  They  seem  however,  to 
have  been  originally  of  Lynn,  and  to  have  ranked,  at 
a  pretty  distant  period,  among  the  principal  people  of 
that  town.  Some  of  their  modem  descendants  are  said 
to  have  prided  themselves,  not  a  little,  on  the  score  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


their  remofe  vaceeibryy  but  as  the  remarkable,  ir  Vi>ano* 
laUe  part  of  the  hiBlorj  of  those  remote  ance^^us  of  the 
fiunily,  or  evea  the  verjr  nanies  of  more  than  one  of 
them,  X  have  not  yet  coime  to  the  knowledge  of  ties 
present  writer,  it  cannot  beescpected  Uiat  he  shonklsay 
9fkj  more  h^  about  th^m.— The  pride  c^anoestry,  or 
tt^  plea  ot  being  dssoerided  fiom  renowned  progenilmtr, 
i$  often  very  idle  and  chUdish,  especially  when  none  of 
the  eminent  or  estijv^e  tjraito  which  distinguished  and 
characterized  those  progenibors  are  difiCovcsaUe  in  their 
4escenda^« 


%  Walter  Cooey,  AldernuKny-  and  fbur-timof  maror  of  Lynn,  i&  l^^ 
fifteenth  century,  who  is  suppoied  to  have  lived  in  the  corner  house  at 
the  bottom  of  High  Street,  on  the  side,  fronting  the  Church.— Farther 
accounts  of  the  above  threa  families  may  be  found  In  Blomefidd  and 
Parkin's  History  of  Norfolk.— 3;^^  To  what  was  before  said  of  Ttrr'aj^iom 
(Section  Xlll)  it  maybe  here  added,  that  the  impropriation  ohhe 
great  tithes  was  given  by  Jam^s  I .  as  an  augmentation  to  lady  Maigifi* 
ret's  professorship  of  divinity  at  Cambridge;  and  that  this  revenue,  orin- 
eome  hasso  much  increased  of  late  ytars,  as  to  render  that  chair  the  most 
lucrative  piece  of  preferment  now  in  the  gift  of  the  UnlTersity,— Here  it 
may  be  also  noted,  in  addition  to  what  was  before  said  of  H^ai^oU^  (Sec* 
tion  XI.}  that  in  the  year  1727,  a  person  digging  there  in  his  garden  founds 
about  three  feet  beneath  the  surface,  numerous  roroan  bricks,  and  an 
nqneduct  formed  of  eart)ien  pipes,  which  were  twenty  Inezes  long,  three 
inches  and  three  quarters  in  the  bore,  and  half  an  inch  thick;  the  one 
end  diminishing,  se  as  to  be  inserted  in  the  wider  end  ofthe  other. 
Twenty-six  were  taken  up  whole,  and  distributed  among  several  anti» 
quarkis.— See  Beauties  of  England,  t.  11,  888,  ^89. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HtSTORY    OP    LTN*.  13S 


CHAP.    III. 


^•<«<#>«>t» 


Of  UiA  parts  about  Lynn,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Ouse. 

Section  I.  Aspect  of  the  countn/^its  agriculture 
mdruraleeoncmy^Wai/land  Jfood-^Memoir  of  Shuck* 
Jorih^parish  churches  and  other  e^ices,  ancient  and 
modern. 

After  passing  from  Marshland  to  the  eastern  side  of 
AeOofle,  the  country  presently  begins  to  exhibit  a 
very  different  appearance.  The  surface  now  ceases  to 
be  flat  and  even  as  before,  and  the  very  soil  appears 
considerably  altered  and  diversified.  A  light  sandy  soil 
toon  presests  itsdf,  and  the  land  becomes  higlier  and 
comparatively  hilly,  as  well  as  in  general  much  less 
fertile  and  productive  than  in  Marshland.  Tlie  style, 
or  mode  and  process  of  agriculture  also  differ  ronsidc- 
laUy,  as  da  likewise  even  the  very  implements  of  hus- 
bandry. There*  are  certainly  some  slovenly  farmers 
on  thb  eastern  side,  but  there  are  many  others  who  ma- 
nage their  farms  in  a  manner  greatly  superior  to  what 
is  generally  done  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Indeed 
the  comparative  poorness  of  the  soil  here  niay  operate 
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in  no  small  degree  as  a  spur  to  superior  exertion  and 
improvement.  Where  the  land  is  poor  nature  requires 
the  greater  attention  and  assistance;  and  without  skil-' 
ful,  laborious,  and  expensive  management  the  culti- 
vator cannot  expect  to  thrive.  Those  farmers  who  have 
distinguished  themselves,  by  a  close  attention  to  the  pur- 
suit of  wise  projects  of  agricultural  improvement,  have 
found  their  account  abundantly  in  so  doing.  They 
have  generally  attained  to  considerable  opulencei  so  as 
to  be  able  to  exhibit  the  appearance  of  wealthy  inde- 
pendant  country  gentleman,  instead  of  a  servile,  crin- 
ging yeomanry  or  tenantry  Not  a  few  9£  them  arc 
supposed  io  live  a$  well  a$  their  landloeds :  bill  die  can* 
duct  of  some  of  thrai  towards  the  poor  has  been  tliengy: 
cruel  and  tyrannical. 

Dairies  are  said  to  ba  here  rather  neglectecU  aod  titie 
farmers'  attention  chiefly  directed  U)  tiIU\^  and  thcff^w^ 
ing  of  corn.  The  cheesfi  is  for  the  mort  pait  veiy  oidi- 
nary  and  poor,  and  \hebuUerxioiQi^c€llent*—i^(>  part  of 
fln^laud  exceeds  Norfolk,  or  even  equals  it,  in  the 
culture  of  turnips  J  for  which  it^  loose,  l^t,  sad  san- 
dy ^oil  is  thought  to  be  ve^y  fi\vouc^ble.  Much  des- 
pondence is  here  placed  ou  the  turnip  crop,  for  sub- 
sisting the  ^heep  aud  cattle  during  the  winter  smwon; 
and  if  it  fail,  or  is  materially  injured  by  early  fv^y 
or  otiicr  me^ns,  the  coqiplaints  become  loud,  «nd  the 
copsequeuc^  oQ^n  prove  serious  and  distrewuff. 

The  turnip  was  only  cultivated  in  gardens,  as  a  cu- 
linary plant  in  tliis  country  till  the  reign  of  Gfeorge  L 
whmi  Lord  Townshend,  an  ancestor  of  the  present  mar- 
quis, who  had  attended  the  king  to  Hanover,  as  secretary 
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of  state,  observing  the  profit  and  utility  of  the  field  cul- 
tivation  of  turnips  in  that  electorate,  on  his*  return 
brought  with  him  the  seed  and  recommended  it  to  his 
tenants  who  occupied  land  of  a  similar  quality  to  that 
of  Hanover.     The  experiment  succeeded  adequate  to 
expectation:  the   practice  gradually   spread  over  the 
county,  and  made  its  way  into  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom.    This  important  root,  the  great  source  of  abun« 
dance  to  the  county,  has  been  gradually  rising  to  its 
present  state,  for  upwards  of  seventy  years — ^A  good 
aae  of  tmrmps  in  Norfolk  wilt  produce  betweien  thirty 
and  forty  cart«Ioads,  as  heaVy  as  three  horses  can  draw; 
nA  an  acre  will  fat  a  Scotch  bullock  from  forty  fo  fifty 
Blone,  or  eight  sheep.     But  the  advantage  of  this  crop 
does  not  end  here,^  for  it  generally  leaves  tlie  land  so 
cfean  and  in  such  fine  condition,  that  it  almosf  insures 
f  good  crop  of  barley,  and  a  kind*  plant  of  clover;  and 
(kedbver  is  a  most  excellent  preparative  for  wheat,  so 
ikat  fta  tBc  subsequent  advantages  the  value  of  the*  tur- 
tis^  CBok  iMdly  be  estimated.     It  has  however  been  ob- 
aervid,  that  the  dalfiyation  of  this  root  has  reached  its 
aem^  and  that  td  preset,  from  some  latent  causes,  it  is 
oa  flic  dedlae:  for  recently  more  seed  is  become  nec^- 
aarjr,  and  the  crop  is  said  to  be  more  precarious.   S:  me 
have  attribaled  it  to  the  irant  of  deeper  plougliing,  and 
iastaaces  have  b6ea  adduced  of  the  extraordinary  depth 
te  which  turnips,  and  even  zoheai  will  radicate.     Thi« 
however  has  been  thought  insufficient  to  affix  the  cause 
offiolitre  to  shallow  ploughing,  j: 

X  See  Beauties  of  England,  tol.  XI,  and  Kent's  View  of  Agriculture 
•TKoiibU,  p.  40,  41. 
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Aipong  our  enlightened  agriculturists  the  first  place  x% 
generally  allottbd  to  those  of  Norfolk;  and  it  has  been 
observed,  that  the  first  thing  that  attracts  the  eye  of  a 
stranger  liere,  is  the  fine  tilth  of  the  soil,  and  the  success 
sion  of  qrops.  The  mode  of  cultivating  the  arable  landau 
is  worthy,  no  doubt,  of  imitation,  wherever  it  can  be  adop- 
ted. The  plough,  which  is  of  an  admirable  construe- 
lion,  is  drawn  by  two  horses  harnessed  abreast,  which 
with  a  pair  of  reins  are  guided  by  the  person  who  holdi 
the  plough.  Instead  of  working  the  animals  seven  or 
eight  hours  without  drawing  bit,  as  is  the  custom  in  some 
counties,  they  are  here  worked  eight  hours  in  winter, 
and  ten  in  SununeTi  by  two  journeys,  as  they  are  termed, 
which  enables  them  to  do  considerably  mOre  <han  they 
would  by  one  journey.  The  ploughings  are  repeitted 
till  the  land  is  high  in  tilth,  when  it  is  completely  {mK; 
yaized  with  wheeled  drags  and  ha^ows,  which  are  viO* 
lently  drawn  by  the  horses  being  kept  upon  a  trcUing 
pace.  Owing  to  this  rapid  movement,  the  dodi  are 
very  effectually  broken,  and  the  land  wdl  prepared  tot 
receive  the  seed.  After  tlus  is  sown  or  planted,  the  ut- 
most attention  is  paid  to  keep  the  land  free  from  weeds. 
The  ridiculous  custom  of  letting  the  land  lie  'nSk  one  year 
in  every  three,  for  the  advantage  of  what  is  termed/o/- 
loziing,  is  here  properly  exploded.  The  necessity  of 
it  has  been  superceded,  and  the  reasons  of  it  done  away 
by  a  judicious  course  of  cropping;  so  that  one  crop  may 
fertilize  as  tlie  other  exhausts;  and  in  this  manner  aiei 
the  lands  cultivated  like  gardens,  yielding  various  crop!( 
in  perpetual  succession,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  th^ 
landlord  and  tenant;  and  of  general  utility  to  the  public. 
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The  mode   of  croppiog  in  general  practice  is  what 
Is  termed  a  sixcourse  sAi/lf— the  first  year  wheqt;  second, 
barlry,  with  or  without  clover;  third,  turnips;  fourth, 
barley  or  oates,  with  or  without  clover;  fifth,  clover 
mown  for  hay;  sixth,  grazed  and  ploughed  up  for  wheat 
again.     jSome  vary  this  mode  by  a  five  or  a  four  course 
shift.     Wheat  is  a  general  crop  over  the  whole  counfy, 
but  thrives  best  on  the  stift'  loamy  lands.     The  lighter 
soils  arc  favourable  to  barley,  vast  quantities  of  which 
arc  raised,  malted,  and  in  that  state  sent  out  of  the  coun« 
ty.     Both  ^heat  and  barley  are  principally  either  driU 
led^  for  which  several  kinds  of  ingeniously-contrived 
IfarrojC'driUs^xe  used,  or  else  planted  with  the  hand  by 
women  and  children,  called  dibbUng.     The  latter  is 
l^nonx  the  agricultural  improvements  that  have  origi- 
nated in  this  county:  it  is  very  generally  practised,  and 
its  superiority,  in  several  respects,  or  circumstances, 
over  the  other  methods  has  been  geqerally  admitted* 
The  quantities  produced,  according  to  the  seed  sown, 
are  very  unequal  in  difierent  parts  of  the  county.  Lands, 
in  the  hundred  of  Flegg  and  Marshland,  usually  bear 
six  qi^rters  of  wheat  p^  acre,   and  ten  of  oats;  but 
in  the  very  light  soils,  the  farmer  is  glad  to  obtain  two 
quarters  of  oats,  and  three  of  barley.     The  average 
crops  of  the  whole  county  may  be  stated  at  three  quar- 
Um  of  wheat,  and  four  of  barley,  and  other  articles  in 
proportion,  per  acre."  *  Oats  are  mostly  sown  only  as 
a  shifting  crop,  and  seldom  more  is  raised  than  whatars 
consumed  within  the  county.     Other  crops  ar^  ryCj 

t  Kcot^s  General  Vicw-xaod  Betuties  of  England^  u  before. 
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buck  f/heF^y  peas,  beans,  vetches  or  tares,  coleseed, 
dovers,  rjeand  other  artifieial  gra^^ses;  bnrnet,  cocks- 
foot, chickary,  cabbages,  mangel  wiirsel,  luzeme,  car- 
rois,  and  potatoes.  The  latter,  though  co  valuable  a 
Toot,  and  in  other  parts  used  as  a  preparatory  crop  for 
wheat,  has  not  lirtety  been  adopted  as  a  fieW  course  in 
Norfolk  ♦  Flax  and  Aewp,  and  even  mustard  and  saf- 
fron are  grown  in  some  parts  about  Marshland  and  the 
Fens. — Imprenred  impleraents  and  machines,  to  faci- 
litate the  operations  c^hnsbandrj,  are  here  iff  the  grea- 
test variety  and  perfection.  Threshing  machiries  arc 
become  genial  throughout  the  county,  as  are  also  drills 
of  all  kinds;  but  a  driU'rciler  has  been  supposed  to  be 
peculiar  to  Norfottu  It  is  a  large  cast-iron'  cylinder, 
ijfith  projecting  rings  round  it,  v^  about  ten  mches  db** 
lance  from  each  other.  This  being  drawn  ovet  A^ 
ploughed  land  makes  indeiltatiom,  and  the  seed  sown 
broad-cast  chiefly  falls  into  the  dritls,  aettd  fs  thus  re^' 
gularly  and  better  depoaitrd  than  m  Ae  conmton  mode 
of  sowing._Araong  ZE^^re/.ctfrri^^;  the  Boa  descript; 
oue  called  a  zcizzard,  or  hermapkrodUe,  te  curious  antf 
lemarkable;  it  is  the  common  cart,  to  which:  in  har- 
vest, or  in  pressing  circumstances,  a  couple  of  tempo* 
»ry  forewheels  are  placed  under  the  shafts,  and  two 
oblique  ladders  to  the  frame,  by  which  it  is  made  to 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  waggont  in  fittle  farms,  iFisf 
an  object  of  no  small  utility,  and  in  large  ones  a  great 
help  in  a  busy  8eason«  j: 

•  Kent^s  General  Vie  w— Beauties  of  England,  as  before, 
i  Ibid. 
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The  &t  cattle  of  these  ports,  except  fiiose  sold  at 
home  to  the  butchers,  are  aHBmonly  sent  up  to  Londcm,- 
dssi  sold  in  Smiflrfield  Market,  by  the  auth<Nrized  and 
sworn  salesmen  of  that  place,  who  regularly  remit  the 
money  afterwards  to  the  respective  owners,  to  their  en<* 
tire  satisfaction;  £ox  no  murmurs  against  these  salesmen^ 
or  reflections  un&Yourable  to  their  integrity  are  erer 
heard.  One  man,  commonly  caUad  a  dro^cer^  gene- 
rally takes  chiurge  of  the  dtsposable  cattle  of  a  whole 
district,  and  among  them  sometimes  very  fi^ce  bea^, 
that  would  prove  unmanageable  to  most  other  peopfe, 
but  which  he  contrives  to  drive  alo^g  with  tolerable 
e9se,  assisted  only  by  a  trusty  and  well-trained  cfog, 
his  sagacious  and  constant  companion. 

The  country  ea^ward  rf  Lynn,  towards  Westacre* 
9fid  Swaffham,  soon  becomes  more  and  more  elevated 
and  hilly:  the  soil  oko,  in  many  places,  is  erf*  a  very 
inferior  sort— and  ,so  light,  loose,  and  sandy,  as  to  be, 
easily,  in  its  phmghed  state,  drifted  by  the  wind;  for 
"vrhich  th^  marl^  that  abounds  about  those  parts,  is  the 
very  best  manure,  and  almost  the  only  effectual  remedy/ 
and  it  is  generally  nigh  at  hand;  often  but  a  few  feet 
beneath  the  sur&OQ,  and  under  the  very  soil  that  wants  it. 
it  is  usually  laid  on  very  thick,  and  seldom  disappoints 
the  farmer^s  wisb  or  expectation,  unless  the  soil  be 
so  incund^  sterile  as  not  to  admit  the  marl's  incorpo- 
rating with  it.  Wonderful  effects  luive  often  been  pro- 
duced by  this  marling,  upon  lands  that  many  would  have 
deeaied  of  invincible  sIsriKty. 
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Not  far  from  the  last  mentioned  town  of  Swaffhani^ 
between  Watton  and  Merton,  is  a  place  called  fVaj/- 
Itmd  fVoody  which  gives  name  (o  the  Ilmidred  in  which 
it  lies.     It  is  conmiODly  called  WaiHrig  Jfoodj  and  tra- 
dition has  marked  it  out  as  the  scene  of  the  pitiable,  mi- 
serable, and   horrid  catastrophe  recorded  and  comme- 
morated in  the  old  and  well-known  ballad  of  <^The 
Children  in  the  Wood ;  or  the  Norfolk  Gentleman's 
last  will  and  testament."  The  origin  of  the  tradition,  or 
the   time  when  that  shocking  event  happened,  cannot 
now,  it  seems,  be  ascertained.     Even  Blomefield,  with 
all  his  antiquarian  sagacity,  and  extensive  means  of  in« 
formation,  was  not  able  to  find  it  cKit.     It  was  probably 
the  occurrence  of  a  very  distant  period :  but  that  it  real- 
ly did  happen,  the  ballad  and  thetjadition  may  be  con- 
sidered as  very  sufficient  proofe;  and  the  Idtter  renders 
it  very  probable,  or  rather  more  than  probable,  that 
Wayland,  or  Wailing  Wood  was  the  very  theatre  of 
its  perpetration.      Of  the  untimely  and  tragical  ends  of 
helpless  and  friendless  orphans,    by  the  procurement  of 
unprincipled,  unfeeling,  and  cruel  relations,  who  were 
heirs  to  their  possessions,  the  history  of  rude  and  barba« 
roiM  ages  furnish  but  too  many  and  very  shockuig  ex- 
amples; and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  nothing 
of  the  kind,  or  nothing  equally  inhuman  and  shocking, 
could  be  said  of  the  history  of  what  are  usually  called 
civilized  and  enlightened  times. 

At  Saham  Tony,  not  far  from  Watton  and  Wayland 
Wood,  lived  in  the  last  century  a  remarkable  person  of 
Ike  name  of  Shuck fortk^    He  was  a  gcntleiittn  of  good 
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Jpfoperty,  and  redded  there  on  his  own  estate.  On  some 
occasion,  unknown  to  the  present  i^iter,  he  retired  from 
the  world  many  years  before  he  died,  and  gave  himself 
up  to  reading  and  meditation,  and  to  the  practice  of 
piety  and  charity.  His  rdigion  appeared  to  be  of  that 
cast  that  ib  usvally  and  assumingty  d^ominated  ortho- 
dox and  evIUtgeltcal,  with  no  slight  tincture  of  credulity, 
guperstition,  and  fanaticism.  These,  howeyer,  ais  his  life 
was  otherwise  so  inoffensive  and  fruitful  of  good  works, 
lost  in  him  a  great  part  of  their  defdrmi^:  His  oddities 
and  eccentricities  induced  many  of  his  neighbours,  of 
ihe  higher  orders,  to  impute  to  him  a  strong  twist  of 
insanity;  while  a  great  part  erf*  their  own  conduct  would 
havegorle)  perhaps,  quite  as  far  iil  supporting  a  similar 
imputation  against  themselves.  A  course  of  life  so  sin- 
jgular,  unfashionable,  aiid  unadmired,  as  that  which  he 
those  and  pui^ued,  might  excite  in  many  no  small  de- 
gree of  surprize  and  disgust,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  taken 
as  a  proof  of  mental  derangement.  It  was  probably  the 
result  of  the  sober  exercise  of  his  private  judgement^ 
and  of  a  (nil  contiction  that  there  was  no  other  course 
in  which  he  could  so  well  serve  God  and  his  fellow 
creatures,  or  promote  his  own  present  and  future  happi<< 
tiess.  He  was  seldom  seen  for  nuany  of  his  latter  years, 
except  by  a  few  domestics,  one  of  whom  was  a  constant 
attendant,  and  employed  io  read  to  him,  after  his  own 
eyesight  had  failed.  He  is  also  supposed  to  have  been 
the  chief  agent  io  distribute  his  charities,  in  the  mean 
time,  among  tlie  neighbouring  poor  and  indigent.  Close 
to  his  house  he  had  a  lime-kiln  erected,  from  an  idea 
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that  the  smell,  or  efBuvia  of  burning  limeGOBduoed  to 
iieallh  3ud  longevity*  Thus  he  passed  his  time,  in  inno* 
cent  and  useful  retirement,  during  a  great  part  of  a  very 
long  life.  May  bis  opulent  survivors  imitate  his  benevo- 
lence and  charitable  actions,  whatever  they  mtry  think  of 
his  jjeculiarilies.  lie  died  in  1781,  in  bis  91st.  year, 
and  was  buried  in  one  of  his  own  fields,  in  a  spot  w  hidi 
be  had  fixed  upon,  and  enclosed  for  that  purpose,  near 
twenty  years  before;  and  where  he  had  erected  a  tomb, 
or  a  kind  of  mausoleum,  with  a  long  inscription  on 
each  of  its  four  sides,  or  on  four  different  stones.  The 
inscriptions,  as  to  the  style  and  substance  of  them,  have 
no  great  merit.  They  possess  no  elegance;  and  may 
be  very  truly  said  to  be  far  more  fanciful  than  judicious. 
But  of  the  writer^sgood  intention,  no  doubt  ought  to  be 
^iterlained.  As  he  had  in  his  lifetime  distinguished 
himself  by  numerous  acts  of  benevolence,  so  at  his  death, 
and  by  his  will,  he  left  divers  charitable  donations  to  the 
poor  of  Saham  and  the  neiuflibouring  parishes.  Thus 
did  he,  in  life  and  in  death,  remember  the  poor,  and 
maintain  tlie  character  of  the  pooi*  man's  friend.  The 
blessing  of  the  poor,  Jind  of  those  who  were  ready  to  pe- 
rish he  doubtless  obtained,  and  even  the  blessing  and  ap- 
probation of  Him  wlio  is  the  common  parent,  benefec- 
tor,  and  righteous  judge  of  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor, 
tlie  creator,  sustaincr,  anil  ruler  of  the  universe. 

The  parish  churches  on  this  side  the  Ousc,  for  the  most 
jmrt,  make  but  a  mean  appearance,  compared  with  those 
of  Marshland  and  Holland.  Here  are,  however,  and 
always  have  been,  other  edifices  greatly  superior  to  any 
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thing  of  the  kind  ibiiinl  in  those  districts :  that  is,  the 
sumptuous  aiamioas  and  palaces,  for  which  this  county 
has  been  long  remarkable,  and  not  inferior,  perhaps,  to 
any  part  of  the  kingdom.  Of  these,  the  most  dislin- 
gui>»lied,  ill  former  times,  were,  Si$ing  Castle^  once  a 
royal  palace,  and  the  residence,  for  many  years,  of  queen 
habclj  the  relict  of  Edward  ll',,Gaywode  Castle^  the 
principal  mansion,  tor  some  ages,  ofthe  bishops  of  Nor- 
wich, and  one  of  the  best  houses,  in  the  meantime,  if 
not  the  very  best,  in  the  whole  county;  Middleton  Cas" 
tie,  the  seat  of  Lord  Scales;  Wormegay  Castle^  the  seat 
of  lord  Bardolf;  Castleacre^  the  seat  of  Earl.  Warrenf 
and  Hunstanton  JUally  the  seat  of  the  Lestranges, 

Among  the  modem  mansions,  or  palaces,  in  these  parts, 
the  most  distinguished  is  that  of  Lord  Cholmondeley,  at 
Jfougfitonj  built  by  the  famous  Sir  Robert  Walpoje; 
that  of  Thomas  William  Coke  Esq.  at  Holkham;  and 
tl^at  of  Lord  Townshend,  at  Jtainham^  Bcsidea  these, 
there  are  many  others  worthy  of  notice;  such  as  that  of 
Mr.  Henley,  at  Sandringham;  that  of  Mr.  Styleraan, 
at  Snettisham;  that  of  Mr.  Rolfe,  at  IlUcham;  that 
of  Mr^  Coldham,  at  Anmer ;  that  of  Sir  Martin 
Browne  Folkes,  at  JlilKngton ;  that  of  Mr.  Hamond^ 
^t  Westacre;  that  of  Mr.  Fountaine,  at  Narford; 
that  of  Mr.  Tj'ssen,  at  Narbarough;  that  of  Sir 
Richard  Bedingfield,  at  OorioroiigA;  that  of  Mr.  Pratt, 
at /f  1/5/011/ that  of  Mr.  Hare,  at  Stowe\  that  of  Mr, 
Bell,  at  Wallingtm;  and  that  of  Mr.  Plestow,  at  Wat- 
kngton;  to  which  several  others  might  be  added/  but 
inost,  if  not  all  of  them,  are  of  inferior  wnsideratioo, 
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Section    II.    A  further  Account  of  the  Castles^ 
edifices^   and  places  of  ancient  note^  in  these  parts--* 

Brancaster— Risings  Garwood-—  Middieton WoT'l 

megay — Castle^acre^  SfC^ 

Rising,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  Casilc^IUswg^ 
is  generally  considered  as  the  most  ancient  of  all  places 
in  this  vicinity,  except  Brancaster, :{  with   which   it 
might  originally  have  some  connection.     It  is  suppo- 
sed to  have  existed  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  as  one  of 
their  military  posts,  or  inferior  stations,  which  Spel- 
man  thought  not   improbable,  from  its  situation,  and 
the  coins  there  discovered.     But  it  seems  by  no  means 
clear,  or  certain,  that  it  is  a  place  of  so  much  greater 
antiquity  than  Lynn,  as  is  generally  supposed.     As  a 
borough,  it  may,  and  seems  to  be  the  mast  imcient  of 
Uiet^'o;  but  that  its  origin,  as  a  town,  was  much,  if  at 
all,  anterior  to  that  of  Lynn,  is  not  so  very  probable 
or  indubitable  as  most  people  have  imagined.     That 
it  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  must  however  be  al- 

X  Bmncaster  wat  one  of  those  forts  erect^  by  the  Romans  along  the 
Icenian  coast,  to  guard  the  country  against  the  incursions  of  the  piratical 
Saxons,  who  used  to  infest  this  c#ast  long  before  they  obtained  any 
footing  in  the  country,  and  while  it  formed  a  part.ofthe  Roman  Em- 
pire. From  their  frequent  hostile  visits,  this  coast  was  called  iis 
Saxon  shrg.  The  forts  along  the  coast  (the  chief  of  which  was  Biancaster, 
— to  which  Rising  might  be  9  kind  of  appendage,}  were  garrisoned  by 
a  strong  body  of  cavalry,  called  tht  Dalmatian  horse^  whose  superior,  or 
commanrier  in  chief,  was  denominated  the  Count  of  tje  Saxon  tkore ; 
and  sonietimes  Branodunemu ^  from  Branotfvnnm,  the  Roman  or  I^tia 
name  of  Brancaster. — Brancaster  is  now  an  obscure  village,  exhibiting 
ilo  vestige  of  its  ancient  dignity,  except  some  entrenchments,  or  earth- 
vrorks,  the  roa»ins  of  a  Romaa  Camp,  including,  as  Camden  says, 
some  eight  acresj  which  the  neighbours  call  Caster — All  whose  dimen- 
sions, according  to  his  annotator,  agree  with  the  Roman  modeb|  in 
Ce^tf's  Commentaries.— Sue  Gibson's  Camden,  391,  598, 
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lowed|  as  vrell  as  that  it  was  fbrmerly  of  fiir  greater  ex- 
tent^  population,  and  consequence,  than  it  is  at  pre* 
^nt^  and  than  it  has  been  for  several  ages;  otherwise 
it  could,  surely,  never  have  acquired  the  rank  of  a  cor«- 
porate  town,  with  distinct  municipal  laws,  chartered 
rights,  and  the  privily  of  sending  members  to  parlia* 
raent — even  as  many  as  the  county  itself:  which  must 
always  have  been  absurd  enough,  but  especially  at  this 
time,  when  it  is  actually  one  of  the  most  inconsiderable 
villages  within  the  whole  county.  It  is  said  to  have 
been  formerly  a  noted  sea-port;  but  the  silt  and  sand, 
choking  up  its  harbour,  have  long  deprived  it  of  that 
advantage.  To  that  cause  the  decay  of  the  town  is, 
(HTobably,  to  be  ascribed,  Spelman  says,  that  Rising 
is  a  burgh  of  such  high  antiquity,  that  the  royalarchives 
and  records  give  no  account  of  it.  But  may  it  not  be 
questioned,  if  his  prepuses  will  really  warrant  )iis  con« 
elusion?  or,  if  the  silence  of  the  archives  and  records 
amounts  to  a  proof  of  its  high  antiquity,  as  a  burgh? 
Might  not  that  silence  be.  owing  to  some  i^ber  cause? 
and  may  it  not  be  concluded,  ^  that  the  origin  of  some 
burghs,  of  whiph  those  archives  and  records  give  on 
account,  is  yet  piore  ancient  than  that  of  Rising  ? 

In  its  better  times,  Rising  had  two  weekly  markets, 
mondays  and  thursday^;  and  also  a  fair,  or  free  mart, 
for  fifteen  days,  from  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew.  But 
they  have  been  long  discontinued,  and  it  is  doubtful, 
if  any  one  now  can  tell  when  that  happened^  Rising 
has  npw  neither  market  nor  fair,  except  a  paltry,  ped- 
dling merrimake,  on  or  about  Mayday;  the  miserably 
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jrenjnant,  probably,  of  the  fifteen  days  mart.  Former* 
Jy  the  town  was  goyemed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve 
aldermen,  a  speaker  of  th^  (:ommons,'and  fifty  (some 
BSLy  seventy)  burgesses.  At  present  the  Corporation 
consists  of  two  aldermen,  who  alternately  serve  the  of* 
fice  of  mayor,  and  return  two  membefs  to  parUament, 
the  mayor  being  the  returning  officer.  The ,  burgage 
tenures  are  the  property  pf  Mr  Howard,  and  Lord  GhoU 
mondeley ;  and  thongh  five  or  six  names  generally  ap- 
pear up<m  the  poll,  at  an  election  for  members  4)f  parlia- 
ment, it  is  said  to  be  very  doubtBd,  wbetlier  there  is  a 
^i^gle  kgal  voter  belonging  to  the  burgh,  except  the 
rector.  *  The  arms  are  a  Citslle  triple  towered.  We 
are  told  that  fjiis  burgh  first  sent  numbers  to  partiament 
in  155S. 

The  Church  of  Rising  i«an  ancient  pile,  dedicated  to 
8t  Lawrence,  and  built  in  the  conventual  form,  with 
e  tower  between  tl:e  body  of  it  and  the  chancel,  which 
last  is  now  in  ruins;  the  walls  only  of  part  of  it  being 
standing;  also  a  south  cross  aisle,  joining  to  the  tower, 
which  is  entirely  in  ruins.  The  west  end*  is  adorned 
with  antique  carving,  and  small  arches;  the  roof  of  the 
church  is  flat,  covered  with  lead. — Near  the  east  end 
of  the  churchyard  stands  an  hospital,  built  by  Henry 
Howard,  earl  of  Northampfon,  in  the  reign  of  James  L 
It  is  a  square  building,  containing  twelve  apartments  for 
twelve  poor  women,  and  one  good  room  for  the  gover- 
ness, with  a  spacious  hall  and  kitchen,  and  a  decent 
chapel.  It  is  endowed  with  100/  a  year,  out  of  lands 
in  Rising,  Roydon,  S.  and  N.  Wootton,  and  Gay? 

•  See  Norfolk  Tour,  and  Parkin, 
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wood;  ako  with  6/.  ev^ry  fifth  year,  toward  teepins^ 
it  in  repair,  from  an  hospital  in  Greenwich,  founded  al- 
so by  the  said  earl  of  Northampton,  and  commonly  call- 
ed Norfolk  CoUegCy  for  a  Warden  and  twenty  pen- 
sioners, of  whom  twelve  mast  be  parishioners  of  Green- 
wich, and  eight  of  Rising  and  Shotisham  in  Norfolk, 
.whose  allowance  is  eight  shillings  a  week  for  commons, 
besides  clothes,  lodging,  and  salaries,  which  are  varied 
at  the  discretion  of  the  managers.  The  whole  income 
of  the  said  college,  or 'hospital,  amounts  to  about  liOOl 
jesLTly.  J— The  allowance  at  liising  hospital  is  eight 
shillings  a  month  for  each  pensioner,  and  twelve  shil- 
luigs  for  the  Governess,  with  some  addition  on  certain 
saints  days,  or  festivak;  also  one  chaldron  of  coals  year- 
ly for  each,  and  two  for  the  governess.  Each  has  also 
a  new  gown  every  year,  with  a  livery-gown,  and  hat, 
every  seventh  year. — The  pensioners  must  be  all  single 
women,  of  an  unUemished  character,  and  free  from 
all  suspicion  of  heresy,  blasphemy,  and  atheism.  A 
farther  account  of  this  institution  may  be  seen  in  the 
difiereut  histories  of  the  county. 

The  Castle  of  Rising  is  of  much  more  modem  origin 
than  the  town  itself.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  built 
about  the  middle  of  the  12th  century,  by  William  de 
Albini,  first  Earl  of  Sussex,  and  Son  of  another  Wil- 
liam de  Albini,  who  was  butler  to  William  Rufus,  and 
to  whom  that  king  had  made  a  grant  of  Rising,  upon 
the  defection  or  rebellion  of  his  uncle  Odo,  bishop  of 

}  Beauties  af  England;  7,  50&. 
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Bayeux  and  JEarl  of  Kent,  to  whom  his  brother^  iki 
conqueror,  had  granted  it,  upon  the  fiMrieiture  and  seU 
feure  of  the  vast  temporalities  of  Stigand  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  in  whose  possession  it  was  before  the  con- 
quest. The  £arl  of  Sussex  is  silid  to  have  been  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  waitiors  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
and  to  have  married  Adcliza  the  dowager  queen  of  Hen<« 
ry  L  from  which  last  circumstance  the  Castle  of  Rising 
Appears  to  have  bc^n  from  the  very  first  a  royal  palace. 
Tills  Castle  and  lordship  continued  in  the  Albini  fami« 
ly  till  the  death  of  Earl  Hugh,  in  1243,  when  fliey  went^ 
together  with  the  fourth  part  of  the  ToUbooth  of  Lynn, 
to  Roger  de  Montalto,  lord  of  Montalt,  (in  Flintshire) 
by  his  marriage  to  Cecily,  fourth  daughter  and  cohei- 
ress of  William  Earl  of  Sussex,  and  one  of  the  Sisters 
of  Earl  Hugh,  who  made  it  his  chi^f  seat,  and  place 
of  residence^  It  continued  afterward,  with  all  its  ap- 
purtenances, in  the  Montalto  femily,  tUl  the  death  of 
Robert  Lord  Montalt,  in  1329,  when  Emma  bis  widow 
surrendered  and  conveyed  them,  with  all  her  other  pos* 
sessions  and  cctstles,  agreeable  to  a  former  deed,  ex«* 
ecuted  in  the  life  time  of  her  husbaild,  to  the  dowager 
queen  Isabel,  the  mother  of  Edward  III.  In  ISSOj 
soOn  after  the  trial  and  execution  of  her  great  favourite 
Mortimer,  the  Castle  of  Rising  became  the  chief  plaod 
of  that  queen's  residence,  and  continued  to  be  so  ever 
after  to  the  time  of  her  death,  in  1S58,  when  it  descen- 
ded to  her  grandson,  Edward  the  black  prince;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  ever  resided  there,  though  it 
seems  very  probable  that  he  had  been  there  often  in  the 
time  of  his  grandmother.     In  the  second  year  of  the 
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feign  of  his  son,  Richard  II.  it  was  gradfed  by  that 
king  to  John  Montfort^  sornamed  the  valiant,  £aTl  of 
^cbmondy  and  Duke  of  Britany  (the  husband  of  his 
half  sister  Joan)  in  exchange  for  the  town  and  castle  of 
firest.     On  the   defection  of  Montfort,  about  twelve 
years  afler,    the  king  gave  it  to  his  uncle  Thomas 
of  Woodstock,  Duke  of  Gloucester;  who  being  mur- 
dered at  Calais,  in  1398,  Edmund  of  Langley,  Duke  of 
York,  another  of  the  king's  uncles,  obtained  a  grant  of 
it,  with  the  manors  of  Beeston,  Mikham,  &c.  in  Nor* 
fclk;  and  at  his  death,  in  1403,  it  came  to  bis  eldest 
ICO  Edward^  Duke  of  York;  who  being  slain  in  the 
memorable  battle  of  Agincourt,  it  came  to  his  brother 
Ricfaaid  £arl  of  Cambridge;  and  he  being  beheaded  the 
same  year,  it  &U^  to  the  Crown,  where  it  remained  till 
Ihe  S6th  6f  Hen^  YIIL  when  it  was  granted,  with  itD 
VOBoor  and  appurtenances,  together  with  die  manors  of 
Thorpe,   Gaywood,  South  Wabham^   Sec.  Sec.  to 
Thomas  HowairiiDuke  of  Norfolk^  and  Henry  his  Son^ 
£ad  of  Arundel  and  Surry,  in  exchange  for  the  manors 
1^  Walton,  Trimley,  Fal^enham,  &c.  &c.    On  the 
attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  15th  Elizabeth,  it. 
came  again  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to  Edward; 
Earl  of  Oxford;  but  this  grant  being  soon  revoked,  it 
was  then  granted  to  Henry  Howard,  Earl  of  Northamp# 
ton,  brother  to  the  said  Duke;  and  it  seems  to  have  con* 
tinned  in  the  Howard  fiunily  ever  since,  together  with 
its  apfnirtenancesy  with  the  exception  of  a  small  farm^ 
jfhich  was  purchased  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  is 
iK>w  in  the  possessioa  of  hb  descendant^  the  present  Lord 
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Cholmondelejr,  which  secures  him  a  moietj  ciHie  In^ 
fluence,  or  command  of  the  borough,  in  the  election  of 
tnembeni  of  Pariiament.  Among  the  titles  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  is  that  of  ^^mm,  or  lord  Howard^  of  Cat* 
tie  Rising. 

The  Castle,  as  Parkia  observesi  utands  upon  a  hiHf 
on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  from  whence  it  a  fist 
prospect  oyer  land  and  an  arm  oftht  sea,  Gieai  pait 
of  the  walk  of  the  keep,  or  inward  tower,  are  Mill  stand* 
ing,  being  a  gobble  pile«  much  resembling  that  of 
I*fprwich,  and  littla  inferior;  the  waOs  are  about  tinat 
yards  thick,  consistiiigch]^  of  freestone,  with  [some] 
jyrmt,  or  car  stone;  encompassed  with  a  ^reat  circular 
ditch,  and  bank  of  earth,  oh  which  stood  also  a  strong 
ptone  wall,li8  appears  by  a  pnnentiiiient,  in  Slst  Elizabeth^ 
irhen  the  wall  on  the  nid  bank  waa  said  to  be  in  pait| 
and.the  rest  in  daiq;et  of  beihg,  ovetthfown,  by  the  im« 
toner's  coniev.  This  dilch,  liowdfy,  was  formeriy,  pr6« 
bably,  filled  with  wator.  Ther^  k  but  one  eitArands 
to  it,  {] which  ir]  on  the  ea^t^ide, /6v^  a  sfirong  stone 
brid^,  about  ihulypam  long,  iuid  eight  bridge  broad, 
supported  bjr  a  single  arcjh,  ov^r  ^hich  stoM  a  gate* 
hoi/se.  The  inward  pdtt  Ofthe'c^le,  orkeep,  is  ajl 
in  ruins,  except'  the '  rodm,  where  the  iourt  le^  6f  (hait 
lordship  is  held/'  The  dparlmaits  were  doubtless 
gtand  and  sumptuous  when  queen  Is^lresidedlieref 
midwheahersori  thegi^t  king  Edward  IIL  tfnd  his 
queen  and  court  were'  among  her  guests.  A  houise  re* 
sorted  to  by  the  ybrj^Btst  persdnage^  in  thekingidom,  oi 
in  £urope,  and  which  could  furnish  suitable  accomodft* 
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tfoD  and  enterteinment  for  themi,  may  wellbe  tuppoaed 
to  have  been  both  capacious  and  commodious,  as  veU 
as  fitted  up  in  a  style  of  superior  elegunce  and  magntfi« 
cence.  Some  of  our  historians  say,  that  the  king  used 
to  visit  his  mother  here>  once  or  twice  annually,  forma- 
lly years. 

In  1910,  the  king  and  queen  were  herefor  some  tune, 
as  appears  from  the  account  rolls  of  Adam  de  Reffbam, 
and  Johnde  Newland,  of  Lynn,  who  sent  his  miyesty, 
in  the  mean  whi^e^  a  {Npesept  of  wine*  In  ihid  summer 
of  that  yeajr  workmen  were  employed  at  the  Castle  ia 
making  prq^araliftns,  and  the  queen  sent  her  precept 
to  the  Mayor  of  Lynn,  for  eight  carpenters  to  assist  on 
the  occasion.  Afterward,  in  1344,  tiie  King  and  his 
court  were  here  for  ^metime,.  as  appears  from  certain 
Xetters  which  he  sent  from  hence  to  the  bishop  of  Nor* 
wich>  then  at  Avignon,  to  be  there  delivered  by  him  to 
the  P<^.  On  the  2Snd  August,  1358,  queen  Isabd 
died  at  this  Castle;  and  in  November  fiiUowing  her  re* 
mains  weie  taken  to  London,  and  buried  there  in  the 
Church  of  the  Grey  Friars,  now  caPed  Christ  Church, 
where  also  (it  seems)  her  favourite  Mortimer  had  been 
buried. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  few  of  our  historians 
aeem  to  know  where  this  queen  resided  during  the  last 
98  years  of  her  life,  or  to  have  the  least  idea  of  this 
Castle  being  ever  the  place  of  her  residence.  Rapin, 
and  Hume,  and  also  the  author,  or  authors  of  the  Par- 
liamootary  hi^ry,  call  the  phce  of  her  bdl)itation  or' 
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confinemeniy  ^^RisiogCasfle,  near  London^^^  (tbey  shonM 
have  said)  wear  Lyrm^)  and  Petit  Andrews  calls  it  **the 
castle  of  Risings  J  in  Swrry/^  whereas  it  is  a  most  un- 
questionable feet,  that  it  was  no  other  than  this  very 
castle  of  Rising  in  Norfolk^  which  was  formerly^  as  we 
have  seen,  a  place  of  no  small  note  and  consequence. 
But  its  best  dajrs  are  past,  and  its  glory  is  departed. 

Of  HuNSTON,  or  Hunstanton  Ilally  not  much  is 
known  that  is  worth  recording.  It  was  long  the  chief 
seat  and  residence  of  the  ancient  fomily  of  the  Lestranges; 
of  which  the  most  notable  person,  perhaps,  was  the  &• 
mous  Sir  Roger  Lestrange,  who  wrote  and  published 
more  books  than  most  of  his  contemporaries;  of  some 
of  which  he  was  himself  the  author,  of  others  the  trans- 
lator only.  He  was  also  among  our  earliest  editors  of 
Newspapers,  and  always  a  flaming  church-and-king- 
man.  Queen  Mary. the  second  is  said  to  haveanagrammed 
his  name  into  Strange  lying  Roger.  Hunston  House, 
or  Hall,  is  now  uninhabited,^  and  in  ruins;  and  is  the 
property  of  Mr  Styleman  of  Snettisham,  a  descendant 
of  the  Lestranges  by  the  female  line. 

Castleacre  was  formerly  the  principal  seat  and 
residence  of  the  great  Earls  Warren^  who  lived  herein 
all  the  rude  pomp  and  feudal  splendor  which  distin« 
guished  the  great  Norman  barons,  whom  the  conquer- 
or introduced  into  this  country,  and  who  largely  shared 
in  the  fortunes  of  their  successful  leader.  The  11th 
12th  and  13th  centuries  were  the  times  when  the  Earlaf 
Warren  flourished  most.  King  Edward  I.  was  en- 
tertained at  this  Castle  in  1297,  by  the  then  Ejirl  War^ 
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i^y  ^ho  Tras  one  of  ihe  most  powerful  among]the  Eng* 
lish  nobility  of  that  time.    The  first  English  peer  of 
that  name  was  nearly  allied  to  the  conqueror,  and  ac- 
companied him  hither.    He  died  in  1089.    He  that 
was  the  founder  of  Castleacre  is^said  to  have  owned  no 
kss  than  one  hundred  said  forty  lordships,  or  manors, 
in  Norfolk  alone;  and  yet,  among  them  all,  no  qpot 
pleased  him  so  well  as  Castleacre;  and  therefore  he  de« 
tamined  to  fix  there  his  chief  residence,  and  to  erect 
an  edifice  suitable  to  his  high  rank  and  vast  possessions. 
This  Castle,  or  Palace,  stood  on  a  rising  ground,  in- 
cluding, with  all  its  outworks  and  fortifications,  about 
eighteen  acres  of  ground,  in  a  circular  form.     Through 
this  there  is  now  a  way,  or  street,  called  Baily  Street,  run- 
ning directly  north  and  south.    At  the  entrance  of  this 
street,  on  the  north,  stands  a  stone  gate-house,  with  two 
round  bastions.     ThQ  gate-house  had  an  inward  and 
outward  door,  with  a  portcullis  in  the  middle.    A  si« 
milar  gate-house  is  supposed  to  have  stood  at  the  oppo- 
site, or  south  entrance.  On  the  east  side  of  the  north  gate 
was  a  chapel  for  the  Castle,  the  walls  of  which  are  still 
standing;  and  on  the  e^st  side  of  the  said  street,  near  the 
middle,  was  another  stone  gate-house,  leading  into  the 
outward  court  of  the  great  Castle,  which  was  circular, 
enclosed  with  a  strong  and  lofty  wall,  of  freestone  and 
flint.  Sec.  embatOed,  seven  fcet  thick.    Further  in  is 
a  deep  ditch,  and  a  lofiy  embattled  wall  round  it. 
TVithin  this  is  the  keep;  and  across  the  ditch  are  three 
lofly  walls  at  proper  distances,  which  join  the  Castle 
wall,  as  buttresses  &c.  The  other  part  of  the  fortifica- 
tioDB,  on  tl^e  west  sideof  Baily  Street^  is  called  the  Bar- 
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bican,  and  contains  above  ten  acres  of  land,  and  ivas 
encloted  with  deep  ditches,  entrenchments,  and  higH 
ramparts.— £leveral  coins  ot  Vespasian,  Constantine  &Cf 
have  been  found  here,  and  the  spot  is  supposed  to  have 
been  originally  a  Roman  station.    From  the  North 
part  of  it  there  is  said  to  run  a  way,  by  Castleacre  Wic« 
ken,   and   from  thence  across  the  country,  leaving 
Massingfaam  and  Houghton  on  the  right,  and  Anmer 
on  the  leit;  then  tending  in  a  direct  course,  leaving 
Fring  a  little  on  the  right,  for  Ringstead  and  Brancas* 
ter,  which  latter  is  known  to  have  been  a  considerable 
Roman  station.    This  way  is  said  to  be  commonly  call* 
ed  the  Pedder's  Way,  and  probably  went  much  fur« 
ther  than  Castleacre,  even  as  fiu*,  at  least,  as  Castor 
by  Norwich,  the  Venta  Icenorum  of  antiquity.— From 
the  beauty  of  the  situation  of  Castleacre,  and  the  no« 
ble  ruins  at  present  remaining,  of  which  the  semicircu^* 
lar  wall  ofthe  Castle  isa  very  grand  and  striking part^ 
the  late  Earl  of  Leicester,  at  one  time,  as  it  is  said,  en* 
teitaiiied  an  idea  of  building  there;  a  situation  which 
has  been  judged  everyway  superior  to  that  of  Holkham^ 
which  he  afterward  fixed  upon.    His  Lordship  has 
been  by  some  much  blamed  on  this  occasion;  justly  or 
not,  cannot  be  made  here  a  subject  of  inquiry.— A  littla 
to  the  west  of  the  Castle  stood  the  ancient  Priory  of 
Castleacre;  which  was  a  building  of  great  note  for  ma* 
ny  ages.    The  priory  church  was  a  large  venerable  go« 
thic  pile,  built  in  a  cathedral  or  oonventual  form:  the 
principal  entrance  was  through  a  great  arch,  over  which 
was  a  stately  Window;  on  eadi  aidie  of  the  great  door 
were  other  doors  to  enter  into  the  north  and  soutfi/uslea 
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vnder  tlie  tower^  as  the  grand  door  served  ai  aa  en-* 
trance  into  the  nave  or  body;  at  the  north  and  south 
end  of  this  front  or  west  end,  stood  two  towers,  support* 
ed  by  strong  ardies,  orpQlars;  the  nave^  or  body,  had 
iwdive  great  piUars,  making  seven  arches  on  each  side, 
the  lowest  joining  to  the  towers;  on  the  east  end  of  the 
nave  stood  Che  grand  tower  supported  by  four  great 
pOfaurs,  through  which  was  the  entrance  into  the  choir: 
on  the  south  and  north  side  of  this  tower  were  two  cross 
aisles  or  transepts,  and  at  the  end  of  the  north  transept 
tfiere  seems  to  have  been  a  chapel,  or  vestiary.  The 
choir  was  of  an  equal  breadth  with  the  nave  and  aisles, 
but  much  shorter,  and  at  the  east  end  of  it  was  in  form 
of  a  chapel,  and  here  stood  the  high  altar. — The  clois- 
ter  was  on  the  south  side,  and  had  an  entrance  at  the 
west  end,  and  another  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle. 
The  chapter  house  joined  to  the  east  side,  and  the  dor« 
mitory  was  over  the  west  part  of  the  cloister,  and  ad« 
joining  was  the  prior^s  apartment* 

Castleacre  was  purchased,  of  his  relations  flie  Ceoib, 
\fy  lord  diief  justice  Coke,  and  isnowthe  property  of 
Jiis  descepdant,  Thomas  Wm.  Cdlpe  Esq.  of  Holkham, 

Of  WiaiiEOAYjOr  WormegayCastle  T>ut  littto 
ilbems  to  be  known  at  jiresent,  save  that  it  was  long  the 
seat  or  residence  of  the  Lords  Bardolff  who  had  great 
possessions,  and  bore  no  small  sway  for  a  long  time  in 
these  parts.  This  Castle  of  theirs  appears  to  have  been 
aplaoe  of  considerable  strength  and  consequence.  King 
Edward  IL  in  his  I8th  year,  is  said  to  have  sent  his 
pveoqit  to  Lord  Baidcdf,  to  have  gveat  care  and  guard 
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of  it^  on  account  of  tbe  6upix)sed'approach  of  his  queen 
and  his  enemy  Mortimer;  as  he  also  did  to  Lord  Mon« 
talt  in  regard  to  bis  Castle  of  Rising;  which  seems  to 
imply,  that  they  ware  two  of  the  most  important  places 
then  in  these  parts* 

MipDL£TON  Castle  *  was  long  the  chief  seat  of  the 
Lords  Scales,  descended  from  Hardewin,  or  Harlewia 
de  Scalariis,  lord  of  Waddon  in  Cambridgeshire,  pro-, 
bably  one  of  the  conqueror's  favorite   captains*    The 
first  footing  which  that  family  had  atMiddleton  is  8up« 
posed  to  have  been  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL  by  the 
marriage  of  Roger  de  Scales,  with  Muriel,  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Jeffrey   de  Lise^is.    The  family  af- 
terward  resided  -  here,  ^nd  had  great  possessions  and 
power  in  these  parts,  for  many  generations.    At  what 
time  the  Castle  was  built  is  not  known;  but  it  was,  pro- 
bably, in  the  time  of  the  said  Roger,  or  at  an  early 
part  of  the  residence  of  that  family  in  this  neighbour- 
hood.    It  continued  in  the  Scales  family  till  the  reign 
of  £dward  IV.  wh^i  it  passed  into  that  of  the  Wode- 
viles,  by  the  marriage  of  the  memorable  Anthony  Wodc- 
yile  Earl  Rivers,  and  Elizabeth  the  heiress  of  Thomas 
the  last  Lord  Scales.    After  the  fall  of  the  Wodeviles, 
it  is  said  to  have  been  granted,  by  Richard  IIL  to  tbe 
Duke  of  Norfolk.    At  the  accession  of  Hairy  YIL  be- 
ing forfeited  with  the  Duke's  other  possessions,*  it  went 
to  the  heiress  of  the  Scales,  in  the  person  of  the  coun« 
tess  of  Oxford.    Afterward  it  passed  by  marriage  to 
the  Lord  Latimer,  and  thence,  firom  time  toUme,  into 
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other  hands;  such  as  Sir  Edward  Williams,  Sir  Roger 
Mostjn,  &c.  Of  this  ancient  Castle  nothing  now  re* 
mains  but  the  gate-house,  ortower^  which  is  still  pret- 
ty entire,  and  seems  to  have  been  the  entrance  into  a 
court,  or  quadrangle,  which  was  moated  in.  This 
tower  is  built  of  brick,  about  seventeen  yards  long, 
nine  broad,  and  eighteen  high,  with  turrets,  &c.  Over 
the  arch  is  the  shield  of  Scales;  the  inside  of  it  is  much 
decayed;  the  area,  or  court  within  is  about  eighty  four 
paces  long,  and  forty  six  broad.  The  rituation  is  low 
and  swampy,  and  what  would  not  now  be  deemed  very 
eligible  for  the  habitation  or  residence  of  a  noble  or  gen- 
teel family.  The  power  and  possessions  of  the  Scales 
were  formerly  very  great  in  these  parts. 

Gatwood  Castle  stood  where  the  form  house,  call- 
ed Gay  wood  Hall,  now  stands,  as  appears  from  the  mo(d 
which  surrounds  it,  and  which  must  once  have  encir- 
cled a  fortified  edifice.  That  edifice  could  be  jio  other 
than  the  castle  or  palace  of  Gay  wood,  which  was  long 
the  favourite,  or  principal  mansion  and  residence  of  the 
bishops  of  Norwich,  who  were  from  an  early  period 
the  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  lords  of  Lynn;  on 
which  account  the  town  was  then  called  Bishop^s  Lynn^ 
or  Lyim  Bishop.  So  high  and  mighty  was  the  bishop's 
lordly  sway  then  at  Lynn,  that  the  very  Mayor  was 
nominated  and  appointed  by  him,  and  was  called  the 
bishop's  man,  being  in  fact  only  his  bailiff,  or  deputy. 
Afterward,  the  Mayor's  power  becoming  more  exten- 
aive  and  independent,  would  sometimes  occasion  no 
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small  disagreement  and  strife  between  him  and  his  pre** 
latical  master:  a  very  notable  instance  ci  which  oocur- 
red  in  the  reign  of  Richard  IL  and  the  time  of  the  fa* 
mous  bishop  Spatcer^  of  persecuting,  fighting,  and  cm* 
sading  memory.    This  prelate,  being  one  day  in  ih^ 
town  with  his  retinue,  qiUUrrelled  with  the  Mayor  (who 
was  supported  by  the  townsmen)  on  a  point  of  frivolout 
etiquette.     From  words,  the  parties  came  to  blows/ 
and  a  very  serious  battle  ensued,  which  terminated  ia 
the  total  defeat  of  the  haughty  prelate  and  his  company, 
who  were  all  driven  out  of  town,  many  of  them  much 
bruised  and  wounded.     This  bishop  Spencer  was  some* 
time  after  appointed  generalissimo  of  Pope  Vrbmi^t 
forces,  in  the  war  h^e  then  wQged  against  the  antipopt  ^ 
Oement  of  Avignon;  as  is  related  by  Fox.     It  was  he 
also  who  aftecward  prosecuted  for  heresy  William  Saw* 
tre,  then  minister  of  St  Margaret^  and  the  first  who  suf- 
fered binder  the  Act  De  hmreiico  comkurendo.  Of  these 
matters  a  mott  particular  account  shall  be  given  in  re* 
lating  the  history  of  the  town,  at  that  period. 

The  bishops  having  so  much  to  do  at  Lynn,  and  de* 
riving  from  it  so  much  of  their  consequence,  it  was 
natural  for  them  to  choose  to  reside  in  its  vicinity:  hence 
the  origin  of  the  castle,  or  palace  of  Gaywood.  At  what 
time  it  was  first  built  cannot  now  perhaps  be  ascertailied. 
We  are  told  that  bisho(>  John  de  Grey  (about  1900, 
or  soon  after)  erected,  or  rebuilt,  a  sumptuous  palace 
here,  for  himself  and  successors,  where  he  much  re- 
sided. Succsediug  bishops  continued  to  reride  here, 
and  to  pQy  attention  to  the  improvemmt  of  the  grounds, 
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M  well  88  of  the  palace.    A  deer  park)  and  a  warren^ 
appear  to  have  been  made  here  by  bishop  William  de 
Raleigh,  about  1240;  who  also  granted  liberty  of  comf. 
mon  pasture  to  the  Earl  of  Arandel  and  Sussex,  and  his 
men,  from  the  park  of  Bawsey  to  the  bridge  of  Gay- 
wood,  and  the  cawsey  between  the  river  of  Bawsey  and 
the  wood  of  the  said  £arL     In  1388,  bishop  Spencer^ 
ebovementioned,  had  licence  to  embattle    his  palace 
of  Gaywood.    This  seems  to  have  been  after  his  return 
hom  the  crusade,  or  war,  in  which  he  had  been  engaged 
fofr  Pope  Urban,  against  his  competitor  Pope  Clement^ 
WB  he  had  been  appointed    commander   in  chief  five 
years  before.     From  the  high  spirit  and  wealth  of  this 
proud  prelate,  it  may  be  presumed  that  Gaywood  Cas- 
tle made  a  very  splendid  and  princely  appearance  in  his 
time;  and  it  is  likely  that  <the  same  might  be  the  case 
long  after,  even  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  it 
was  surrendered,  together  with  the  bishop's  rights  and 
immunities  at  Lynn,  into  the  Kings   hands.     It  was 
soon  after,  with  its  appurtenances,  granted  to  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  then  probably  pulled  down.     Its  site, 
and  the  adjoining  estate  passed  afterward  to  the  Thores4 
bys  of  Haveless  hall,  in  Mintling;  and  from  them  to  the 
Wyches,  of  Hockwold;   and  latterly  to  Philip  Case 
Esq.— and  now  are  the  proparty  of  William  Bagge 
Esq.  of  Lynn.     Of  the  castle,  or  palace  ofGaywood^i 
no  more  needs  now  be  said,  but  that  it  is  fallen,  never 
more,  in  all  probability,  to  rise,  or  recover  the  least  port 
tlon  pf  its  ancient  splendor  apd  consequenc^e* 
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Besides  the  castles,  or  palaces  above  mentioned,  tb^e 
were  formerly  in  this  country  many  religious  houses^ 
of  different  orders,  and  some  of  them  of  considerable 
note:  among  which  were  Blackburgh  priory,  in  Mid* 
dleton;  Castleacre  priory;  Westacre  priory^  Crab- 
house  nunnery,  by  Maudlin;  West  Dereham  Abbey; 
Flitcham  priory;  Massingham  priory,  and  Pentner 
priory.  Of  these  some  were  extensive  and  noble  ed{« 
fices,  and  had  large  possessions  attached  to  them;  but 
scarce  any  remains  of  most  of  them  are  now  to  be  seen^ 
and  their  very  memory  seems  to  be  approaching  fast 
towards  oblivion.  Such  is  the  fiite  of  the  firmest  &• 
brics:  like  those  who  constructed  them>  they  were  com* 
posed  of  perishing  materials. 


Section  III.  Further  Account  of  the  modem  pa^ 
lacesy  and  other  notable  mansions  in  this  countty.^^ 
Houghton —  Holkham—Rainham  '^Narford'^Narbo^ 
rough^Oxborough. 

Of  all  the  fine  houses  that  now  exist  in  this  vicinity, 
and  even  throughout  all  the  eastern  parts  of  England, 
the  precedence,  in  point  of  size  and  magnificence  at 
least,  is  allowed  to  be  due  to 

Houghton  Hall,  now  the  prinCrCly  seat  of  th^ 
Earl  of  Cholmondeley,  bat  formerly  of  the  Earls  ofO|r» 
ford,  of  the  Walpole  family,  from  which  the  present 
possessor  is    maternally  descended.    This   Splendid 
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Mansion  vas  built  by  the  memorable  Sir  Robert  WaU 
pole,  "v^hile  he  was  prime  minister,  and  between  the 
years  1722  and  1735.     The  whole  extent  of  the  buil- 
ding,  including  the  Coionade  and  wings,  which  con- 
tain the  offices,  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet:  the  main 
body  of  the  house  ^tends  one  hundred  and  sixty  six 
feet.     The  whole  building  is  of  stone,  and  crowned 
with  an  entablature  of  the  Ionic  order,  on  which  is  a 
balustrade.    At  each  comer  is  a  Cupola,  surmounted 
with  a  lanlhom.     For  a  description  of  the  inside  of  the 
bouse,  the  reader  b  refered  to  the  Norfolk  Tour  and 
other  printed  accounts.     It  has  been  long  distinguished 
for  its  noble  Collection  of  pictures^  by  the  best  masters; 
but  it  is  no  longer  there;  it  was  sold  in  1779  to  the  late 
Empress  of  Russia,  for  45,500/.     Its  removal  out  of 
the  kingdom  has  been,  much  regretted,  as  a  very  hu- 
miliating  circumstance,  and  a  national  disgrace;  and 
it  has  been  thought  that  the  legislature  ought  to  have 
purchased  it,  rather  than  suffer  it  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
kin^om.     But  it  is  unavailing  now  to  lament:     that 
celebrated  collection  is  irrecoverably  lost  ip  Britain^ 
Sometime  before  the  removal  of  those  pictures  Lord 
Orford  gave  Mr  Boydell  permission  to  take  drawings 
of  them,  which  he  proposed  hating  engraved  by  the 
first  artihts,  and  published  in  fourteen  numbers,  at  two 
guineas  each,  which  has  been  since  done. 

The  duke  ofLorrain,  afterward  Emperor  of  Germany, 
and  husband  to  Maria  Theresa,  was  once  entertained 
by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  at  Houghton,  with  more  than 
British  magnificence.—Relays  of  hofrse^  were^  in  the 
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fnean-tim^,  provided  on  the  roads,  to  bring  rariii^ 
thither  frcim  the  remotest  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with 
aQ  possible  speed:  and  this  extraordinary  expedient, 
it  seems,  was  continued  all  the  while  that  august  guest 
staid  at  Houghton.  Sir  Robert's  expences,  in  buildings 
and  entertainments,  must  have  been  so  very  great,  that 
one  is  apt  tp  wonder  bow  he  could  manage  to  bear  them; 
but  be  was  a  prime  minister,  and  prime  ministers  are 
supposed  capable  of  doing  great  things  in  the  pecu- 
niary way,  without  embarrassing  themselves.  One  of 
Sir  Robert's  successors,  however,  a  late  prime  minis- 
ter, seems  to.  have  been  an  exception  to  that  idea:  with 
ample  means,  and  without  any  great  apparent  outgoings, 
(except  what  his  private  revels,  or  midnight  orgies,  might 
cost  him)  he  could  by  no  means  manage  to  live,  or  keep 
put  of  debt,  and  actually  died  insolvent !— Circumstan- 
ces so  dissimilar  in  the  history  of*  two  men  who  stood 
in  the  same  rfteation,  must  needs  l:|e  deemed  somewhat 
odd  and  remarkable. 

The  woods,  pr  plantatioas,  aliout  Houghton  are  ex- 
tensive, and  thought  very  fine.  "  In  the  road  from 
Syderstone  (says  the  Author  of  the  Norfolk  Tour)  they 
appear  we  think  to  the  greatest  advantage;  tjiey  arc 
seen  to  a  great  extent,  with  openings  left  judiciously  in 
many  places,  to  let  in  the  view  of  more  distant  woods; 
which  changes  the  shade,  and  gives  them  that  solenm 
brownness  which  has  always  a  great  effect.  The  flat- 
ness of  the  country,  however,  is  a  circumstance  which, 
instead  of  setting  them  ofi*,  and  making  them  appear 
larger  than  they  really  are,  gives  them  a  diminutive  aitp 
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in  comparison  to  the  number  of  acres  really  planted. 

For  were  these  vast  plantations  disposed  upon  ground 

with  great  inequalities  of  surface,  such  as  hills  rising 

one  above  another,  or  vast  slopes  stretching  away  to 

the  right  and  left,  they  would  appear  to  be  almost 

boundless,  and  shew  twenty  times  the  extent  they  do 

at  present.     The  woods  which  are  seen  from  the  south 

front  of  the  house,  are  planted  with  great  judgment, 

to  remedy  th^  effect  of  the  country's  flatness;  for  they 

are  so  disposed  as  to  appear  one  beyond  anotlier,  in 

different  shades,   and  to  a  great  extent." — Next  to 

Houghton  (if  that  expression  may    be  allowed)  the 

rery  best  house  in  ail  this  part  of  the  kingdom  is 

HoLRHAM  House,  the  splendid  Seat  and  residence  of 
Thomas   William   Coke,  Esq.  the  far-famed   patron 
of  the  Norfolk  agriculturists,  and  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  county  ia  this  and  several  of  the  preced- 
ing  parliaments.     Mr  Coke  is  also  a  descendant  of  the 
fimious  Lord  chief  justice  of  that  name,  who  was  him« 
•elf  a  Norfolk  man.     Holkham  is  not  of  so  long  stan- 
ding  as  Houghton:  it  was  begun  in  1734  by  tlie  Earl 
of  LfCicester  and  completed  by  his  dowager  countess 
in  1760.     '^The  central  part  of  this  spacious  mansion, 
built  of  white  brick,  is  accompanied  by  four  wings, 
or  pavilions,  which  are  connected  with  it  by  recti- 
linear   corridors,  or  galleries:    each  of  the  two  fronts 
therefore  display  a  centre  and  two  wings.     The  south 
front  presents  an  air  of  lightness  and  elegance,  arising 
from  the  justness  of  its  proportions.     In  the  centre  is  a 
bold  porticoj  with  its  eutaUatuie  supported  by  six  oo* 
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rintliian  columns  The  north  front  is  the  grand  or  ptin- 
cipal  entrance,  and  exhibits  different,  though  hand* 
some  features.  The  wings  which  partake  of  similar 
characterbtics,  have  been  thought  to  diminish  from  the 
general  magnifience  of  the  building,  by  the  want  of  uni- 
formity of  style  with  the  south  front,  and1)eing  too  much 
detached  to  be  consistent  with  unity.  The  centre, 
which  extends  345  feet  in  length,  by  180  in  depth, 
comprises  the  principal  apartments:  each  wing  has  its 
respective  destination.  One  contains  the  kitchens,  ser- 
vants^-hall,  and  some  sleeping  rooms.  In  the  chapel 
wing  is  the  dairy,  laundry,  with  more  sleeping  rooms. 
Another  contains  the  suit  of  family  apartments ;  and 
the  fourth,  called  the  strangers'  wing,  is  appropriated  to 
Tisitors. 

This  grand  residence  is  rendered  superior  to  most 
other  great  bouses  in  the  kingdom,  by  its  convenience 
and  appropriate  arrangement.  The  entrance  AoZf,  which 
forms  a  cube,  has  a  gallery  round  it,  supported  by 
twenty  four  Ionic  columns.  Next  is  the  saloon^  on 
each  side  of  >vhich  is  a  drawing  room;  and  connected 
to  this  is  the  state  dressing-room  and  bed  chamber.  An« 
other  drawing  room  conununicates  with  the  statue 
gaUert/j  which  connects  a  number  of  apartments  in 
a  most  admirable  manner;  for  one  octagon  opens  in- 
to the  jprivate  wing,  and  the  other  into  the  strangers', 
on  one  side,  and  into  the  dining-room  on  the  other. 
This  dining-Koom  is  on  one  side  of  the  hall;  and  on 
the  other  is  Mrs.  Coke's  bed-room,  dressing-room,  and 
closets.    From  the  recess,  in  the  dining-room,  opens  a 
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«bor  011  th«  ilair  case,  which  immediately  leads  to  the 
oflksea;  aad  In  the  centre  of  the  wings,  by  the  saloon 
door,  are  invisiUe  stair^cases,  which  lead  to  all  tho 
loomfland  leBpecttye  offices,  thus  here  are  four  ge<  • 
neml  salts  of  apartments,  all  perfectly  distinetflrom  each 
other,  with  no  recipnocal  thoroughftiesi  the  state,  Mis 
Coke'a,  the  late  earVs,  and  the  stpuogers  - «  These  seve- 
tally  open  into  what  may  be  called  commoQ  looms,  the 
itatae  gallery,  and  saloon,  idl  which  communicate  with 
the  dining  loom.  Thesemaybehouseplarger  and  more 
magnificent)  and  in  some  more  nniformity  and  justness 
of  prc^Knrtioii  ni^y  be  visiUe;  but  human  genius  could 
not  ocHitriye  any  thing  in  which  conyenience  could  be 
more  ^ipaient  than  in  this.  The  fitting  up  of  the  in- 
terior is  in  the  most  ^ifoidid  style,  and,  in  numerous 
instances  with  the  most  elegant  taste.  The  ceilings  of 
many  of  the  rooms  are  of  curious  gilt,  fiet,  and  mosaic 
work;  the  Venetian  windows  are  ornamented  with  hand* 
some  piUals,  and  also  j^ofusely  giUed.  The  marble 
chimn^  pieces  are  all  handsome;  but  three  are  peeu« 
liarly  deserving  attention,  for  their  exquisite  sculpture. 
Two  are  in  the  dining-room,  one  ornamented  with  a 
sow  and  pigs,  and  a  wolf;  the  other  has  a  bear  and  bee 
hives,  finely  sculptured  in  white  marble.  A  third,  repre- 
senting two  pelicans,  is  exceedingly  chaste  and  beau- 
tifuL  The  marble  side-boards,  agate-tabks,  rich 
tapestry,  silk  furniture,  beds  &c.  are  all  in  the  same 
lamptaous  style  of  elegance.  ** 

<^The  Siaiue  Galkry  consists  of  a  centoalpart  and 
two  octagonal  ends.    The  first  is  seventy  feet  long,  by 
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twenty  two  feet  wide,  and  each  octagon,  of  twentjf 
two  feet  in  diameter,  opens  to  the  centre,  by  an  hand^ 
some  arch.  One  end  is  furnished  with'  books,  and  the 
other  with  statues,  &c»  Among  the  latter,  the  figure 
of  Diana  is  extremely  fine^  A  Yenus^  dothed  with 
/wet  drapery^  is  considered  exquisite.  The  Saloon  it 
forty  feet  liHig,  twenty  eight  wide,  and  thirty  two  in 
height.  This  room,  appropriated  for  paintings,  c<m« 
tains  many  by  the  most  eminent  masters;  but  they  art 
not  exclusively  preserved  in  this;  a  vast  cOilecti<Hi  be* 
ing  distributed  over  most  of  the  apartments  througfaotit 
the  house.-^In  a  brief  statement  it  will  be  impossible  to 
givi^  a  just  and  adequate  delineation  of  the  pleasure 
grounds  and  park,  with  the  various  olgects  which  en« 
Tiron  and  decorate  this  museum  of  taste  and  s^t  of 
hospitality.*'  *  Nor  would  such  a  delineation  be  very 
necessary  for  this  work,  as  but  few  of  its  readers  can 
be  supposed  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  pre* 
mises.— After  Holkham,  the  next  place  is  doe  to 

RaiKhAm  tlALL,  the  venerable  seat  and  residence 
of  the  late  marquis  Townskend.  This  house  is  of  a 
much  longer  standing  than  either  of  the  former;  being 
built,  as  we  are  told,  about  1630,  by  Sir  Roger  Town- 
shend,  bart.  under  the  direction  of  that  excellent  and 
celebrated  alrchitect  Inigo  Jones.  Its  situation  has  bc^n 
supposed  the  most  delightful  in  the  couniy.  The  house 
itself,  though  it  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  late 
marquis,  is  said  to  be  in  the  style  of  an  exceeding  good 
habitable  mansion  rather  than  a  magnificent  one.  The 
•  See  Beautlet  of  England^  ?oluin«  XI. 
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crantry  anmnd  is  ricb,  and  charmingly  cultivated. 
The  park  and  woods  are  beantifiil,  and  the  lake  below 
peculiariy  striking.  Extensive  lawns,  and  opening 
views  into  the  country,  enrich  the  enlivening  scene,  and 
di^Iay  the  beauties  and  bounties  of  nature  in  their  most 
enchanting  and  luxuriant  pride.^  Since  the  death  of  the. 
late  marquis  this  house  has  ceased  to  be  the  residence 

of  the  fiunily* ^To  the  preceding  Mansions  may  be 

added 

OxBORouGH,  or  Oxburgh-Hall,  the  seat  of  the 
Bedmgjields^  which  is  said  to  present  features  of  i^  strik« 
ing  kind,  and  to  be  a  peculiar  and  interesting  remnant 
of  ancient  domestic  architecture.  It  was  erected  as  long 
ago  as  the  latter  end  of  the  fifteenth  ceii^tury,  by  Sir  Ed-' 
numd  BedingfieUy  who  obtained  a  grant,  or  patent  of 
Edward  lY.  in  1482,  to  build  the  manor  house  with 
t/oyfersy  battlements,  &c.  It  is  built  of  brick,  and  was 
originally  of  a  square  form,  environing  a  court,  or 
quadrangle,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  feet  long,  and 
ninety  two  broad;  round  which  the  apartments  were 
ranged.  The  whole  building  resembles  Queen's  CoI» 
lege,  in  Cambridge;  a  structure  of  about  the  same  pe- 
riod. The  entrance  is  over  a  bridge,  formerly  a  draw- 
bridge, through  an  arched  gate  way,  between  isio 
majestic  towers,  which  are  eighty  feet  high.  In  the 
western  tower  is  a  winding  brick  staircase  beautifully 
temed,  and  lighted  by  quatrefoil  ilet-holes.  The  other 
tower  is  divided  into  four  stories;  each  consbting  of 
M  octagonal  room,  with  arched  ceilings,  stone  ivrindow 

x2 

X  Norfolk  Tour. 
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frames^  and  stone  fire  places.  Betweea  the  tumli 
is  an  arched  entrance  gatewsj,  the  roof  of  which  is 
supported  by  numerous  groins;  and  over  this  isa  luge 
handsome  room,  having  one  window  to  the  ncMth  and 
two  bow  windows  to  the  south*  These  windows,  ml 
the  whole  exterior  of  Uiis  paitofthe  building  ajipev 
to  be  in  their  original  state.  The  floor  of  the  gmt 
room  is  paved  with  small  fine  bricks,  and  the  indb 
covered  with  very  curious  tapestry.  This  appears  la 
be  of  the  age  of  Henry  YII.  and  is  mentioned  in  several 
wills  of  the  family.  The  apartment  is  called^^the  KingV 
room,"  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  impropriated  to 
the  monarch  just  mentioned,  when  he  visited  Oxbui^V 
In  the  eastern  turret  is  a  curious  small  closet,  called  a 
hiding  placcj  which  appears  to  have  been  an  original 
part  of  the  structure;  it  is  a  cavity,  or  hollow  in  tl|s 
solid  wall,  measuring  six  feet  by  five  feet^  and  seven 
feet  high,  and  is  approached  by  a  secret  passage  through 
the  floor.  A  similar  hiding  place  is  said  (o  have  been 
destroyed  in  that  part  of  the  4)uilding  wUch  has  been 
taken  down.  The  great  hall,  which  had  an  loaken 
roof,  in  the  style  of  the  justly  admiredone  at  Wegtmin- 
ster  Hall;  and  other  rooms,  which  formed  the  scAith 
side  of  the  court,  were  taken  down  in  1778,  and't^ 
distribution  of  almost  every  apartment  has  been  succm* 
si  vely  changed.  The  offices  are  now  on  4he  east  side^ 
and  the  dining  parlour,  drawing  roots,  and  library,  or 
the  west.  The  whole  is  surrounded  by  U  itfoat,  about 
fifty  two  feet  broad,  and  ten  feet  deep,  which  is  sap- 
plied  with  water  from  an  adjacent  rivulet.  In  the  dif- 
ferent apartments,  which  are  both  spacious  and  degapt, 
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luepreserred  a  iew  good  piGtuves,  by  eiiiineid  painters, 
and  a  collection  of  ancient  annoury.  *  This  Tenerabb 
aeat  is  the  property  of  Sir  Richard  Bedingfit^,  but  at 
present  the  residence  of  Lord  Mountjoy . 

Of  the  other  modem  maittioos  in  these  parts^  mentio- 
ned  at  the  dose  of  the  fiist  section  of  this  chapter^  it 
seems  nee^ess  hereto  give  any  further  account,  except 
those  (SNetfordvtANtarboTOugh.  These,  it  must  beal« 
lowed,  deserve araore  particular attentioa;  noton  account 
ofthestructurestheiqselyes,biitofthecuriousandY2Auable 
pulidesthey  cantam  ^-orhitdiy  did  contttn/fisr  what  did 
<nice  so  nmdi  distinguish  NARBonoutSH  Hall,  is  no 
longer  these.— it  was  a  noUe  ceUeetum  of  coins  and  me- 
lUSr,  anaifut  and  modem;  and  flieniost  Yaluable  private 
aoUeGtiop,peiiiaps,  in  Britain,  if  not  m  Europe.    Its 
pessossor,  ihe  late  Mr.  Tjrssen,  assured  this  writer,  that 
it  JuulMsthim,  fiann  first  to  lost,  abaveSO,000/.  thau^ 
he  jiad  boen  Ibitonate  enough  to  piirchase  many  of  tiie 
amstyidadUeBitklesvuiohimderthe  prices  they  usually 
liioh*  In  tUs  coMection  vftte  coins  of  the  Grecian  states 
and  ^ties;  a  DSgalar  series  of  those  of  Hiilip  and  Alex- 
ander, (QfAkttnder's  successors,  of  the  Ptolemies,  and 
the  Caesan-fallin  gold,  in  the  highest  state  of  preser- 
Yatimi,  and  of  most  exquisite  vfoiiunanship,  (all  but 
ihoae  of  the  former  part  of  Philip's  reign,  before  he  had 
becamemaster  of  Greece,  and  oould  command  the  ser- 
Yice  of  its  artists,)  and  far  exceeding  the  best  of  modem 
productions,  except,  perhaps,  those  of  Thomas  Shmm^ 
and  Dossier^  which  come  the  nighest  to  the  ancients. 
Many  ot|ier  curiosities  were  to  be  found  at  Naiborough, 

*  Bnu^et  of %EBrlfnd  m  b«fi»rt. 
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and  not  the  least  among  them  was  a  MS.  copy  of  Hie 
Eikon  Bazilikcy  one  of  the  most  perfect  specimens  of 
fine  penmanship  extant,  perhaps,  on  to  lar^  a  scale. 
The  pages,  the  lines,  and  the  letters,  were  uniform,  and 
exquisitely  neat  throughout.  It  was  a  quarto  volume^ 
and  said  to  be  written,  or  transcribed  by  I.  Thomasejt, 
schoolmaster,  ^Tarvin,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Ches- 
ter. He  was  said  to  have  written  three  different  copies, 
all  in  nearly  equal  perfection:  of  the  other  two,  one  is 
deposited  in  the  King's  Ubrary,  and  the  other  in  the 
British  Museum;  but  this  was  said  to  be  the  best  of 
the  three,  Tq  the  best  of  this  writer*s  recollection, 
Mr.  Tyssisn  said,  that  it  cost  him  a  hundred  guineas, 
nor  did  he  seem  to  repent  of  his  bai^ain.  The  price 
\t  fetched  at  the  sale,  hpwever,  fell  greatly  short  of 
that  sum.  '-^  anpient  shield,  denoting  and  commemo^ 
rating  the  taking  of  Carthage,  was  another  ot  the  later 
curiosities  of  Narborough:  it  represented  one  of  the 
fair  damsels  of  that  devoted  city,  bearing  the  keys,  and 
delivering  them  tp  Scipio,  followed  by  a  long  train  of 
the  principal  inhabitants,  whose  dejected  and  woeful 
looks^  bespoke  the  grief  and  anguisK  that  had  then 
overwhelmed  the  Carthaginian  nation.^Close  to  Nar« 
borough  Hall  is  an  old  fortification,  the  remains  of  an 
ancient  encampment,  called  the  burgh;  from  whence 
to  Oxburgh  and  £astmore-fen,  extends  a  large  foss  and 
rampart,  whose  original  designation  seems  not  very 
easy  to  discover. — In  making  a  garden  near  the  burgh, 
in  IjSOO,  several  human  bones  and  pieces  of  armour 
were  foi^id.  This  place  k  said  to  be  peculiarly  inte«r 
resting  to  the  antiquary;  and  it  is  supposed  that  a  sma^ 
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lloman  station  wa&  once  esiablished  here  .John  Brame^ 
^  monkish  ivriter,  in  a  manuscript  history,  quoted  by 
Spelman  in  his  Icenia,  says,  that  Narborongh  lyas  a 
British  city,  governed  by  an  ^rl  Okenard^  about  the 
year  500,  when  it  stodd  a  seven  months  siege  against 
a  king  fVbldy:  but  little  reliance,  however,  can  be 
placed  oh  such  authority.  In  the  adjoining  parish  of 
Nmfordj  numerous  Roman  bricks  and  other  relics,  are 
said  to  have  been  found:  also  a  large  brass  vase,  or  urn, 
was  dug  up  in  the  courtyard  of  the  manor  house, 

NABFordHALL,  the  seat  of  Andrew  Fountaine  Esq. 
It  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  George  1.  by  the  late 
Sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  Knt.  of  whom  some  account 
win  be  given  in  the  next  section.  He  wasa  great  col- 
lector of  rarities,  and  made  his  house  the  repository  of 
works  (rf'art  and  learning.  At  present  it  is  said  to  di^ 
play  a  choice  collection  of  pictures,  ancient  painted 
earthenware,  some  bronzes,  coins,  and  a  fine  library 
of  books,  supposed  to  be  the  b^  in  the  whole  county. 
The  room,  in  which  these  books  are  deposited,  is  forty 
fiset  by  twenty  one;  and  contains,  beside  the  books,  se« 
veral  Roman  and  Egjrptian  Vases,  and  portraits  of  e- 
minent  men.  Thb  library  seems  not  to  have  been  coU 
lected  for  mere  ostentation.  The  original  collector  is 
said  to  have  been  a  man  of  letters,  as  well  as  a  connoi- 
•eur  and  virtuoso,  and  one,  at  least,  of  his  successors 
has  been  reputed  a  literary  character,  and  a  proficient 
in  some  branches,  especially  Spanish  literature;  in 
which  language  the  said  library  contains  many  rare 
and  valuable  articles,  one  of  which  he  sometime  ago 
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translated  into  english,  and  it  bas  since  made  its  $ip^ 
pearance  from  Ae  Swaflfham  Plfes^. — 

Several  springs  of  mineral  water^  of  the  chalybeate 
kind,  fure  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ljniiy 
on  this  eastern  side;  of  which  one  is  at  Rifflejr,  «ad 
another  on  Ga^rwood  common)  both  within  two  mikf 
of  the  town.  There  is  ako  another  beyond  Setchey,  on 
the  Downham  road.  There  are  others  in  £ast  Wincli 
parish,  one  of  which  is  much  more  stron^y  impregna* 
ted  than  any  of  the  rest,  and  might,  perhaps,  be  ranked^ 
in  point  of  mertjciml  yirtiie,  with  some  of  those  springa 
that  have  acquired  so  much  eelebritjr  as  to  become 
flacesofccmsiderablstesort.  This  Spring  is  said  to  be 
skongljr  imfopngnated  with  wiiat  cbymists  and  mineral 
legists  call  8ttl{dia4e  of  irott4 


Section  IV.  Biogr^pkittdSketeheiofunneofthe 
most  celebrated^  or  meiuoraUe  persQ^f  wiko  were  na^ 
tipes  of  this  part  of  the  country. 

Of  aH  the  eminent  men  who  sprung  up  in  this  pari 
of  Norfolk,  the  precedence  seems  unquestionably  due 
to 

Sir  Edwaed  Coke,  the  £unous  liozd  chief  Jus* 
tice.  He  was  the  Son  of  Robert  Coke^  Esq.  of  Mile* 
ham,  where  he  was  bom  in  1550,  or  as  some  say  ia 
J549.    At  ten  years  of  age  he  was  seat  to  the  free 
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stbooi  at  Norwich;  and  after  having  spent  there  a  comA 
peteht  time,  he  was  removed  to  Trinity  College  in  Cam- 
bridge,  where  he  continued  about  four  years,  and  then 
went  to  CHfford^s  Inn,  and  the  n^t  year  was  entered  a 
student  of  the  Inner  Temple.  He  was  called  to  the  bar 
at  six  years  standing,  which  in  that  age  was  held  very 
eztraordifciary.  Lloyd  tells  us  that  <«  the  first  occasion 
of  bis  rise  was  his  stating  the  Cook's  case  of  the  Temple, 
that  all  the  house,  who  were  puzzled  with  it,  admired 
him;  and  his  pleading  it  so,  that  the  whole  bench  took 
notice  of  him.'*  His  reputation  increased  very  fast,  and 
he  soon  came  into  great  practice.  When  he  had  been 
at  the  bar  about  seven  years,  he  married  a  lady  of  one 
of  the  best  families  in  his  native  county,  and  with  a  very 
lai^  fortune  fox  that  age.  He  now  rose  rapidly:  the 
cities  of  Coventry  and  Notwich  chose  him  their  Recor- 
der; and  he  was  engaged  in  all  the  gteat  causes  in 
Westminster  Hall.  He  was  also  in  high  credit  with 
Lord  Burleigh  and  the  other  rulers,  and  often  consult* 
ed  in  state  afikirs.  He  became  moreover,  one  of  the 
representatives  of  his  native  county  in  parliament. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  successively 
Solicitor-general,  Attorney-general,  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Cmnmon  Pleas,  and  finally.  Lord  Chief  Justice 
rf  England,  or  rather  of  the  King's  Bench^  as  king 
James  would  have  it  called.  Sir  Edward  was  a  high 
spirited  man,  and  on  many  occasions  discovered  much 
firmness  and  integrity,  even  when  the  other  judges  gave 
way,  and  the  mandates  of  Uie  Sovereign  required  a  dif- 
ferent conduct.    This  kind  of  behaviour,  in  time,  ren- 
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dered  him  obnoxious  to  the  Court,  and  brought  upon 
him  its  heavy  displeasure,  which  issued  in  his  expuW 
fiion  from  the  Council  Table,  and  his  removal  from  the 
office  ofLord  Chief  Justice;  the  king  declaring,  "That 
he  was  for  a  tyrant  the  fittest  instrument  that  ever  wa» 
in  England."    He  afterward  joined  the  country  party, 
and  made  a  distinguished  figure  among  the  great  par** 
liamentary  patriots,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Jamee 
and  the  former  part  of  that  of  Charles  I.    He  died  at 
his  house  at  Stoke  Pogey,  in  Buckinghamshire,  Sept.  3, 
1634,  in  the  86  year  of  his  age,  and  expired  with  these 
words  in  his  mouth,  "Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be 
done."  He  was  one  of  the  greatest  Lawyers  that  £ng« 
land  ever  produced.    He  had  quick  parts,  a  deep  pene- 
tration, a  retentive  memory,  and  a  solid  judgement.  He 
was  greatly  honoured  and  esteemed  among  his  breth- 
ren  of  the  long  robe;  and  when  persecuted  by  the  Comt, 
and  a  brief  was  given  against  him  to  Sir  John  Walter, 
tliat  gentl(*man,  though  Attorney-general  to  the  prince, 
laid  aside  the  brief,  with  this  remarkable  sentence,  '*Lct 
my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  whenever 
I  open  it  against  Sir  Edward  Coke."  He  was  observed 
to  make  a  better  figure  in  adversity  than  in  prosperity; 
and  he  was  so  good  at  making  the  best  of  a  disgrace,  that 
king  James  said,  *^Letthem  throw  him  which  way  they 
would,  he  always  fell  upon  his  legs/'  He  valued  him- 
self, and  not  without  reason,  upon  this,  that  he  obtained 
all  his  preferments  without  employing  either  prayers  or 
pence,  and  tlmt  he  became  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Conunons,    SoUcitor-genenrt,  Attorney-general,  Chief 
Justice  of  both  Benches,  High  Steward  of  Cambridge, 
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did  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  without  eifher  beg* 
ging  or  bribing.  In  this  he  was  very  different  from 
many  of  his  most  eminent  cotemporaries,  and  especially 
from  his  great  and  celebrated  rival  Bacon,  who  was 
remarkable  for  the  meanness  with  which  he  used  io 
•olicit  preferment.  He  was  in  his  person  well  propor- 
tioned, and  his  features  were  regular.  He  was  neat,  but 
Aot  nice,  in  his  dress;  and  -would  say,  that  "the  clean- 
ness of  a  man^s  clothes  ought  to  put  him  in  mind  of 
keeping  all  clean  within.*'  He  was  twice  married,  but 
his  second  marriage  proved  unhappy.  He  left  behmd 
him  a  numerous  issue,  as  well  as  a  large  fortune;  and 
may  be  ranked  among  the  greatest  men  of  his  time«* 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  appears  to  have  been 
among  the  reputed  Jacobins  of  thai  day,  [as  is  also  said 
to  have  been  the  case,  in  the  estimation  of  some  wise  and 
virtuous  people,  §  with  his  present  descendant  of  Holk-i 
ham,  during  the  late  memorable  reign  and  rage  of  our 
furious  alarmists.]  While  he  lay  upon  his  death-bed, 
his  house  was,  by  an  order  of  council,  searched  for  se- 
ditious and  dangerous  papers:  and  the  searchers  took 

Y  2 

^  The  following  lines  of  bisy  quoted  by  Lord  Teignmouth  in  htt 
Life  oC  Sir  William  Jonet,  is  supposed  to  be  ezpresstte    at'  th^ 
manner  in  which  he  distributed,   or  employed  his  (Imo. 
''Six  hours  in  sleep,  in  Law's  grave  study  Siz» 
Four  spend  in  prayer,  the  rest  on  nature  fix/* 
For  which  Sir  William  Jones  is  said  to  have  substituted  the  following, 
'*Siz  hours  to  law,  to  soothing  slumber  seveQ> 
Ten  to  the  world  allot,  and  mU  to  heaven.** 
^  The  worshipful  kindred  of  Joht  RetwT^  and  /ois  Botoit$\  alias  the 
pretended  Antijacohins^  who  have  been  of  liite  yetn  suck  monstrous  bene* 
iictors  to  this  ooontiy,  and  to  the  world. 
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^  away  his  commentaiy  upon  Magna  Charta;  his  com^ 
mentary  npoii  Lyttleton,  with  the  history  of  his  Life 
before  it,  written  with  his  own  hand;  the  Pleas  of  the 
Crown;  and  the  Jurisdiction  of  Courts;  his  11th.  and 
12th.  Reports,  in  MS;  with  51  other  MSS;  together 
with  his  Last  Will  and  Testament,  which  contained  the 
provision  he  had  been  making  for  his  younger  grand^n 
children.  These  papers  \^er^  kept  from  the  family  for 
several  years,  and  the  \V^ill  was  i^vef  heard  of  more,* 

2  Sir  Henry  Spelman.  He  was  born  at  Congham,^ 
in  1561,  or  1562.  Before  he  was  fifteen  he  was  sent 
to  Trinity  College,  in  Cambridge;  but  his  father  dy- 
ing in  about  two  years  and  half  after,  he  was  taken  home 
by  his  mother  to  assist  her  in  managing  the  affiurs  of 
tfie  family.  About  a  year  after,  he  was  sent  to  Lincqln^s 
Inn  to  study  the  law,  where  having  continued  almost 
three  years,  he  retired  into  the  country,  and  married 
a  Lady  of  good  family  and  fqrtune.  Beside  his  own 
rural  and  domestic  concerns,  which  now  demanded  and 
employed  i\\e  chief  of  his  attention,  he  was  also  very 
assiduous  to  improve  himself  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Constitution,  Laws  and  Antiquities  of  his  Country.  He 
was  early  admitted  a  inember  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 

^  A  curious  circumsUnoe  tkat  attended  Sir  E.  Cokeys  second  mar. 
riage  ought  not  to  pass  here  unnoticed  ^-That  marriage  was  solem- 
nized in  a  private  house,  without  banns  or  licence^  in  consequence 
of  which  the  married  couple  and  the  officiating  clergyman,  together 
with  Lord  Burleigh,  who  was  one  of  the  company,  were  prosecuted  ia 
the  archblshop^s  Court;  but  upon  their  submission,  they  escaped  ex* 
communication,  and  the  consequent  penalties, ,  because,  says  the 
record,  "they  had  offended  ngt  out  of  contumacy,  but  tkr^mgk  igw0rs9c$ 
iff  iit  LoTo  in  thai  ftMut,''*  So  then  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England, 
f  Ten  Sir  Edward  Coke,  trtnsgrei|^  the  Uw  tkr9^gl^  ijpmmutl 
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qaaries^  which  brought  him  Into  an  intimate  acquain-» 
tance  with  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Camden,  and  ot}iers  of 
4he  most  eminent  men  for  that  kind  of  literature.    In 
16049  he  was  appointed  High  Sheriff  of  Norfolk,  and 
a|lx>ut  the  same  time  wrote  a  description  of  that  county, 
which  be  communicated  to  ^peed:  but  it  was  not  the 
first  boo)L  he  yfxote:  a  bpo)(  on  Heraldry,  f^id  ^nothei: 
on  the  Coins  of  the  kingdom,  he  had'  befofie  written; 
and  perhaps  more.     In  1607,  the  king  nominated  him 
one  of  the  Commissicmers  for  determining  the  unsettled 
titles  of  lands  and  manors  in  Ireland;  on  which  occasioii 
he  went  thither  several  times,  fmd  discharged  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  with  great  reputation.    He  was  also  apt* 
pointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  enquire  into  the 
oppression  of  exacted  fees  in  fdl  courts  and  q^ces,  aa 
well  ecclesia3tical  a^  ciyil;  which  gave  rise  to  his  trea-r  . 
tise  De  Sepulturoy  or  of  the  Burial  Fees,  in  which  he 
made  it  evident,  that  most  part  of  the  fees  exacted  by 
the  cleigy  and  church  officers,  on  account  of  funerals, 
is  no  better  than  gros^  imposition.     His  dose  attention 
to  those  puUic  employments  proyed  prejudicial  to  his 
fiunily  and  circumstances;  in  consideration  of  which 
the  government  made  bim  a  present  of  dOO/,  till  some- 
thing better  could  be  done  for  him.     His  majesty  also 
c(Mifered  on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood,  which, 
however,  did  probably  ^mppverish  rather  than  enrich 
him.     His  majesty  did  what  was  still  worse,  in  pro- 
bihiting  the  Meetings  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  lest, 
IbfTsooth,  they  might  be  led  to  treat  of  state  qffairil  * 

•  'Wlikh  muft  have  been  about  as  reasonable  as  the  ola  woman*^ 
^ice  to  lcaf«  off  thinkingi  /or  /t^r  0/  tJmkim^  vfroiig.' ' 
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His  wise  majesty  seemed  consiousthat  those  afiairs  wer« 
two  brittle  to  be  handled,  and  to  foul  to  be  exposed  to 
open  daylight.  When  about  fifty  be  went  to  reside  in 
London,  and  gave  himself  up  to  archaiological  studies. 
He  collected  all  such  books  and  MSS.  as  he  could  find 
of  that  description,  whether  foreign  or  domestic.  In 
16S6,  he  published  the  first  part  of  his  well  known  Glos' 
sary^  which  he  never  carried  beyond  the  letter  L,  be- 
cause, as  some  have  suggested,  he  had  said  things  un- 
der Magna  Charta^  and  Maximum  Concilium^  that 
could  not  then  have  appeared  without  giving  offence. 
He  wrote  many  things,  most  of  which  are  still  held  is 
considerable  repute;  He  died  in  1641:  his  posdiumous 
works  were  published  in  1698,  in  folio,  under  the  in- 
spection of  bishop  Gibson.  At  his  death  his  papers 
came  into  the  hand^  of  his  eldest  Son, 

3.  Sir  John  Spblman,  "the  heir  of  his  studies,'* 
as  he  himself  calls  him,  who  was  also  a  vcty  learned 
man,  and  hod  great  encouragement  and  assurance  of 
&vour  from  Charles  I.  That  pnnoe  one  time  sent  for 
Sir  Henry  Spelman,  and  oflfered  him  the  mastership  of 
Sutton  Hospital,  with  some  other  advantages,  in  con- 
sidemtion  of  his  good  services  both  to  church  and  state. 
He  returned  his  majesty  thanks,  and  told  him  that  he 
was  very  old,  and  had  now  one  foot  in  the  grave,  and 
should  therefore  be  more  obliged  if  he  would  consider 
his  Son.  Upon  which  the  king  sent  for  Mr.  Spelman, 
and  conferred  both  the  mastership  of  the  Hospital  and 
the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him;  and  heafterw^mis 
ftnployed  him  to  drjiw  up  sevenil  papers  in  vfaidicatiQ^ 
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of  the  ptoceedings  of  the  court.  He  published  the  Sax- 
on Psalter  under  the  title  of  PsaUerium  Davidis  Lati' 
fiO'Saxomcum  vetusy  in  1640,  in  quarto,  from  a  MS  in 
his  father^s  Library,  collated  "with  tbiee  other  copies. 
He  also  wrote  <«The  Life  of  King  Alfred  the  Great,'*' 
in  English;  which  was  translated  into  Latin,  sometime 
after  the  Restoration,  by  Mr.  Christopher  Wase,  supe- 
rior Beadle  of  the  Civil  Law  at  Oxford;  which  trans- 
latton,  with  notes  and  cuts  by  Mr.  Obadiah  Walker 
Master  of  University  College,  was  published,  from  the 
Theatre  Pre$s,  in  1679,  in  folio.  The  original  English 
was  also  publi&hed  from  the  same  press,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Heame,  in  1709.  8vo.  Sir  John  Spelman  died  in  164^3. 

4.  Sm^  Roger  L^Estranob  is  another  of  the  nota- 
ble natives  of  thb  part  of  the  county.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Sir  Hamon  L'Estrange,  Bart,  of  Hmu 
Stanton  HaU,  where  he  was  bom  Dec.  17,  1616.  He 
received  a  liberal  education,  which  he  is  supposed  tcr 
have  completed  at  Cambridge.  His  father  being  a 
zealous  royalist,  took  care  to  instil  the  santo  principles 
in  his  son,  which  the  latter  eagerly  embraced;  and  in 
1639,  he  attended  the  king,  in  his  expedition  into  Scot- 
land. His  attachment  to  the  royal  cause  became  now 
very  strong;  and  sometime  ailer  nearly  cost  him  his 
life:  for  in  1644,  soon  after  the  Earl  of  Manchester  had 
reduced  Lynn  to  the  authority  of  the  Parliament, 
young  L^Estrange,  thinking  he  had  some  interest  in 
the  place,  as  his  fiither  had  been  governor  of  it,  form- 
ed a  scheme  for  surprising  it;  and  received  a  commis^ 
sion  from  the  king,  constituting  him  its  governor,  in 
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CBJ^  df  succete:  bat  his  design  being  Ixdrayed  by  ii^o 
of  his  confederates^  (named  Lemon  and  Haggar^) 
though  both  bound  under  an  oath  of  secresy,  he  was 
seized)  tried,  and,  by  a  court-martial,  condemned  to  die, 
as  a  traitor.  While  he  lay  in  prison,  he  was  visited 
by  Mr.  Arrowsmith,  and  Mr.  Thorowgdod,  iw6of  th^ 
assembly  of  divines,  who  very  kindly  oflfered  himthenr 
utmost  interest,  if  he  wotdd  make  some  petitionary 
acknowledgement,  and  submit  to  take  the  covenant,  but 
he  refused.  After  thirty  months  spent  in  vain  endea- 
vours, either  to  have  a  hearing,  ortobfe  putintoanex-^ 
changeable  condition,  he  printed  a  state  of  his  case,  by 
vray  of  appeal  from  the  court  martial  (by  which  he  had 
been  tried)  to  the  Parliament.  About  the  time  of  the  Kent- 
ish insurrection,  in  1648,  he  escaped  out  of  prison, 
with  the  keeper^S  ptitity,  aihe  himself  says,  and  went 
into  Kdnt,  and  retiring  to  the  house  of  Mr  Hales,  a 
young  gentleman,  h^ir  to  a  great  estate  in  that  county, 
he  spirited  him  up  to  head  the  insurrection;  but  that 
design  failed  of  success.  After  this  miscarriage,  he 
escaped  beyond  sea, where  he  continued  till  the  autumil 
of  1653;  when  taking  his  opportunity,  in  the  change 
of  government,  upon  Cromwell's  dissolution  of  the  long 
parliament,  he  returned  into  England,  and  having  an 
opportunity  to  speak  to  Cromwell,  and  obtaining  a  fa- 
vourable hearing,  he  escaped  any  further  trouble,  and 
shortly  after  received  his  discharge,  by  an  order  dated 
81.  Oct.  lj}53.  How  he  spent  his  time  for  the  next 
six  or  seven  years  does  not  appear;  but  it  may  be  pre* 
Bumed  that  he  remained  pretty  quiet,  and  avoided  all 
interference  with  political,  or  state  affiiirs.    He  is  said 
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to  hare  somefimes  played  before  the  Protector  on  the  bass 
viol,  for  which  he  was  by  some  called  Oliver* sjidler. 
Af»er  the  Restoration  he  was  little  noticed,  eithet  by 
the  king  or  his  ministers,  for  sometime;  which  he  very 
much  resented.  Afterward,  however,  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  a  profitable,  bnt  odious  ofRce,  that  of  Licencer  of 
the  Press;  which  he  held  till  a  little  before  the  Revo- 
Intion.  In  1663  he  set  up  a  newspaper,  called  "The  Pub- 
lic Intelligencer  and  the  News,'*  which  was  afterwards 
pot  down  by  the  London  Gazette;  for  which,  how- 
ever, government  allowed  him  a  consideration.  After 
the  popish  plot,  when  the  Tories  began  to  gain  the 
ascendant  over  the  Whigs,  he,  in  a  paper  called  the 
Observatory  became  a  zealous  champion  for  the  former, 
and  an  advocate  for  some  of  the  worst  measures  of  the 
Court.  He  was  afterward  knighted,  and  served  in  the 
parliament  caUed  by  James  II.  in  1685.  After  the 
Revolution  he  met  with  some  trouble,  as  a  disajBFccted 
person.  He  is  said  to  have  been  particularly  disliked 
by  the  queen,  who  very  curiously  anagrammed  his 
name,  as  was  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  tJiis  chap- 
ter. He  died  on  the  11th.  of  September  1704,  in  the 
88th.  year  of  his  age,  and  was  interred  in  the  church  of 
St.  Giles  in  the  fields,  where  there  is  an  inscription  to 
his  memory.  He  wrote  many  political  tracts,  in  a  high 
tory  strain,  and  often  with  little  regard  to  truth;  and 
also  publbhed  translations  of  Josephus's  works,  Cicero^a 
offices,  Seneca's  morals,  Erasmus's  colloquies,  Esop's 
fid)les,  Quevedo's  visions,  &c.  His  style  has  been 
praised  by  some,  while  others  have  represented  it  as  in- 
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tolerably  low  and  nauseous:  and  Granger  represoits  him 
as  one  of  the  great  corrupters  of  our  language.  But 
there  was  something  in  his  character  that  was  still  worse 
and  more  detestable  than  even  his  style.— Having  men- 
tioned him  as  one  of  our  early  compilers  of  newspapers, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  here  just  to  note,  that  he  had  been 
long  preceded  in  that  occupation,  by  a  country-man 
of  his,  Hm.  Watts^  M.  A.  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  very  first  compiler  of  a  weekly,  or  stated  £ng« 
lish  newspaper/  at  least  his  employer,  Butter^  seems 
ta  have  been  the  first  editor  of  such  a  paper,  which  wa» 
bfjgun  in  August  1622,  under  the  name  of  "The  cer- 
tain news  of  this  present  week;''  and  Watts  is  thought 
to  have  been  the  compiler  of  it  from  the  first,  and  is 
therefore  deemed  the  GallO'Belgicus  of  England:  allud- 
ing to  tlie  first  newspaper,  or  jieriodical  publication 
of  the  low  Countries,  about  the  beginning  of  the  17th. 
century,  which  went  by  that  name.  But  as  Watts  is 
said  to  have  been  a  native  of  Lynn,  a  further  account 
of  him  shs^l  be  given  in  its  proper  place. 

6.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  afterward  Earl  of  Or- 
ford.  He  was  bom  at  Houghton,  in  1674.  In  1700, 
he  was  chosen  member  of  Parliament  for  Lynn,  which 
he  also  represented  in  many  succeeding  parliaments. 
In  1705  he  was  made  one  of  the  council  to  Prince 
George  of  Denmark,  as  lord  high  admiral^  In  1707 
he  was  made  secretary  at  war;  and  in  1709  treasurer  oF 
the  navy.  On  the  change  of  the  ministry,  the  year  fol- 
lowing, he  was  removed  from  all  his  places,  and  in 
1711  was  voted  by  the  house  of  commons  guilty  of  no- 
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<orious  corruption,  in  his  office  as  secretary  at  wart  it 
vas  therefore  resolved  that  he  should  be  committed  to 
the  tower,  and  expelled  the  house.     But  being  consi- 
dered by  the  whigs  as  a  kind  of  martyr  to  their  cause, 
the  borough  of  Lynn  rechose  him,  and  though  the 
house  declared  his  election  void,  yet  the  electors  per- 
sisted in  their  choice,  and  he  sat  in  the  next  parliament. 
On  the  accession  of  George  I.  he  was  appointed  pay. 
master-general  of  the  forces,  and  a  privy  counsellor; 
but  in  a  disagreement,  two  years  after,  with  Mr^  Secretary 
Stanhope,  he  resigned,  turned  patriot,  of  course,  and 
opposed  the  ministry.     Early  iu  1720  he  was   agaia 
made  pay-master  of  the  forces,  and  the  complaisaace 
of  the  courtier  began  once  more  to  appear:  nor  was  it 
long  before  he  acquired  full  ministerial  power,  as  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  and   chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
The  measures  of  his  administration,  during  the  long 
course  of  his  premiership,  have  been  often  canvassed^ 
with  all  the  severity  of  critical  inquiry,  and  variously 
detennined.     Though  he  has  been  called  the  father  of 
corruption,  and  is  said  to  have  boasted,  that  he  knew 
every  man's  price,  yet  the  opposition  prevailed  over 
him  in  1743,   and  obliged  him  to  resign.     He  was 
screened  from  any  further  resentment  of  the  house  of 
commons,  by  a  peerage,  being  created  Earl  of  Orford, 
and  gratified  with  a  pension  of  4000/  a  year^    He  is  ge-i 
nerally  allowed  to  have  been  a  minister  of  considerable 
talents,  and  a  noUble  manager  of  parliaments.     What- 
ever were  his  faults,   and  he  doubtless  had  many,   h^ 
was  evidently  a  man  of  peace j  and  no  war  minister^ 
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Tvhtch  ought  to  endear  his  memory  to  posterity.  Had 
his  successors,  and  particularly  the  late  minister  Pilty 
been  more  of  his  disposition  in  that  respect,  it  had 
probably,  at  this  time,  been  a  happy  circumstance  for 
the  British    empire,  if  not  also  for  some  other  nations. 

6.  Sir  Andrew  FouNTAiNE.  He  wasbomaliViir/brrf, 
and  educated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  where  he  stu- 
died  the  Ang'lo-Saxon  language,  of  his  skill  in  which 
he  afterward  gave  good  proof,  by  a  piece  inserted  in  Dr 
Hicks's  Thesaurus,  entitled,  ^^Numismata  Anglo-Sax- 
onica,  et  Anglo-danica,  breviter  ^illustrata  ab  Andie& 
Fountaine  eq.  aur.  et  led.  Chdsti  Oxon  alunmo, 
1705.^'  King  William  confened  on  him  the  honour  of 
knighthood:  and  he  was  afterwards,  it  seems,  in  17S6, 
made  knight  of  the  Bath,  by  patent;  at  which  time  ho 
was  Vice  Chamberlain  to  the  princess  of  Wales,  He 
travelled  for  a  considerable  time  in  various  parts  of 
Europe,  and  b  said  to  have  made  a  noble  collectioo 
of  antiques  and  curiosities;  of  his  adventures  in  the  i 
time,  not  all  over  and  above  delicate  or  reputable, 
curious  anecdotes  are  still  remembered.  In  1709  he 
drew  the  designs  for  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  by  Swift,  with 
whom  he  is  said  to  have  been  very  intimate,  as  well  as 
with  Pope,  who  complimented  him  for  the  elegance  of 
his  taste.  In  1727  he  was  appointed  Warden  of  the 
Mint,  which  office  he  held  till  his  death,  in  1753.  He 
was  reputed  an  eminent  connoisseiir,  virtuoso,  and 
antiquary;  and  Narford  Hall  owes  to  him  most,  if  not 
the  whole  of  its  boasted  curiosities* 
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7.  Martin  folke^,  £6q«  much  distuiguidied  in 
his  time  as  a  pbiIo60]^er  and  antiquary,  vfaa  the  eldest 
Son  of  a  Barrister  of  the  same  name,  by.  oae  of  the  two 
daughters  and.ccAeiressesof Sir  Wm^  HoYellofHil- 
lington  Hali;  which  ac<k>ttiits  for  the  estate  of  the  Hov- 
elb  descending  to  him.  He  was  bom  in  1690,  at  West- 
minster, where  his  father  then  resided.  His  educatton^ 
which  is  supposed  to  hare  commenced  at  We3tminstcr 
school^  was  finished  at  Cambridge,  where  his  pco* 
ficiency  appears  to  have  been  yery  considerable.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  in  his  29rd  year. 
About  ten  years  after,  he  was  appointed  vice. president 
of  the  same  Society,  to  which  be  had  been  nominated 
by  Sir  Isaac  Newton^  the  then  President.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  On  the  resign 
nation  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  in  1741,  he  was  elected  Pre* 
sident  of  the  R.  S.  and  not  long  after  he  was  nominated 
one  of  the  eight  foreign  members  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  Paris.  He  died  in  1754,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  a  person  o£  very  extensive  knowledge  and 
great  respectability;  and  in  his  private  character  po- 
lite, generous,  and  friendly.  His  principal  service  to 
scienoe  was  hb  diucidation  of  the  intricate  subject  of 
coins,  weights,  and  measures.  Though  he  had 
danghtersof  hisown,heleft  the  seat  and  estate  of  his 
maternal  ancestors,  the  Hovells,  to  his  brother,  whose 
Son,  Sir  Martin  Browne  Folkes,  bart.  M.  P.  is  their 
present  possessor. 

8.  The  honourable  Horace  Walpole,  afterward 
£larl  of  Orford.    He  was  the  youngest  Son  of  the  ce- 
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lebrated  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  bom  about  the  jear 
1717.    In  1739  he  set  out  upon  his  travels,  accompanied 
by  his  friend  Graj/y  the  poet:  but  they  afterward  quar- 
relled and  separated.     In  the  parliament  of  1741  he  was 
a  member  for  CoUington;  in  that  of  17*7,  for  Castle 
Rising;  and  in  those  of  1754  and  1761,  for  Lynn.  At ' 
the  expiration  of  the  latter  parliament  he  retired  from 
business,  and  attached  himself  wholly  to  literary  pur- 
suits, residing  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  at  Strawberry  Hill, 
in  Surrey,. where  be  had  a  private . printing-office,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  his  productions  edited  under  his 
own  eye.     His  principal  works  are^^The  Catalogue  of 
Royal  and  Noble  Authors,  and  The  Historic  Doubts 
respecting  the  character,  conduct,  and  person  of  Rich- 
ard III,     He  wrote  also  The  Mysterious  Mother,  Cas- 
tle of  Otranto,  and  other  works,  which  are  considered 
as  proofs  of  his  being  a  person  of  vety  extensive  reading, 
and  of  eminent  genius  and  talents.     On  the  death  of 
his  nephew  he  succeeded  to  the  family  title  and  estate; 
but  did  not  long  enjoy  them.     He  died  in  1797. 

9.  ^rfmira/ Horatio  Nelson,  afterward  Sir  Ho» 
RATIO  Nelson,  and  latterly.  Lord  yiscouM  Nekon^ 
and  Duke  of  Bronte  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  Ho 
was  the  4th  Son  of  the  rev.  Edward  Nelson,  xectoc  of 
Bumham  Thorpe,  where  he  was  born  September -89, 
1758.  He  is  said  to  have  been  maternally  related  io  the 
Walpoles  and  the  Townshends,  two  of  the  first  fiumlies 
in  his  native  county.  He  was  sent  early  to  sea,  under 
the  care  of  a  relation,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  navy, 
"where  he  soon  distinguished  himself,  and  became  im 
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time  one  of  the  greatest  naval  commanders  that  this  or 
any  other  country  ever  produced.  His  most  renowned 
achievements  were  those  at  Aboukiry  Copenhagen^  and 
Trafalgar \  the  latter  of  which  he  did  not  survive,  \k* 
ing  killed  by  a  musket  ball,  near  the  close  of  the  engage-^ 
ment,  which  terminated  in  one  of  the  most  complete 
and  decisive  victories  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  mu 
val  warfare,  fie  arrived  at  high  pre-eminence,  through 
deeds  of  blood,  and  a  vast  destruction  of  his  species, 
which  can  have  no  place  among  the  christian  virtue^. 
But  his  biography  and  character  are  too  well  known  to 
need  being  here  further  enlarged  upon,  i^ 

19.  William  Bewley  was  for  many  years  a  most 
distinguished  character  among  the  inhabitants  of  this 
part  of  Norfolk.  He  was  not  a  native  of  this  country, 
but  came  hither,  it  is  thought,  from  the  north  of  Eng- 
land, about  1749,  and  settled  at  Great  Massingham, 
as  a  surgeon  and  apothecary,  where  he  continued  for 
Ae  remainder  of  his  days,  greatly  respected  as  a  pro- 
fessional man,  but  more  especially  so  as  a  philosopher y 
in  which  character  he  was  thought  inferior  to  few,  if 
any,  of  his  cotemporaries.  With  some  of  the  most 
enlightened  of  them  he  was  held  in  high  and  deserved 
estimation.  Dr.  Bumey  and  Dr.  Pricstlei/  were  of 
that  number;  the  latter  of  whom  he  very  materially 
assisted  in  his  expetimental  pursuits,  and  was  the  first 
who  discovered  and  suggested  to  him  the  acidity  of 
mephitic  or  fixed  air.  Intimate  as  these  two  philoso- 
phers appear  to  have  been,  they  were  in  some  respects, 

*  For  the  sympathies  of  his  nature  and  qualities  of  his  heart,  see  his 
Lencr  to  Strnon  Ttylor,  in  Flower's  Pol.  Rev.  Mar.  1807,  p.  xxztL 
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it  seems,  6f  very  different  sentiments,  Priestley  wax  an 
admirer  of  Hartley ^  and  a  decided  materialist,  While 
Bewley,  on  the  other  hand,  ivas  a  disciple  of  Berhelcj/^ 
and  a  firm  believer  of  the  ideal  system.  Between  these 
twa systems  there  is  evidently  a  very  striking  contrast; 
yet  that  occBsiofied  no  In^ach  in  their  fnendship,  or  any 
cocdness  <Mr  abatement  iij  their  esteem  for  each  other. 
Among  theologians,  and  minor  philosophers,  much 
slighter  diflerences  might  have  occasioned  (as  they  ge- 
nerally do)  endless  jarrings,  and  an  irreconcileable  an- 
tipathy; but  Priestley  and  Dewley  were  men  of  another, 
and  a  very  different  cast,  and  knetr  how  to  entertain 
the  purest  friendship  for  each  other,  while  they  held, 
on  some  important  points,  very  dissimilar,  wd  even 
opposite  opinions.  Their  friendship  commenced  about 
the  time  that  Priestley  published  his  History  oS  Elec^ 
tricity.  Bewley's  critique  ujxin  tlmt  work,  in  the 
Monthly  l.*eview,  was  the, means,  a^  the  Dr.  says,  of 
opening  a  correspondence  between  them,  which  wa» 
the  source  of  much  satisfaction  to  him,  as  long  as  Mr. 
Bcwley  lived.  Tlie  Dr.  used  instantly  to  communicate 
to  him  an  account  of  every  new  exjieriraent  that  he 
made,  and  in  return  was  favoured  with  his  remarks 
upon  them.  All  that  Bewloy  published  of  his  own  (ex- 
cept those  articles  which  he  furnished  for  the  Monthly 
lie  view)  were  papers  inserted  in  the  Dr*s.  volumes  on 
Air,  all  of  which,  says  the  doctor,  are  ingenious  and  va- 
luable. Always  publishing  in  that  manner,  he  used 
to  call  himself  Dr.  Prieslley^s  Satellile.  There  was 
a  vein  of  pleasant  wit  and  humour  (as  the  Dr.  informs 
us)  in  all  his  correspondence,  which  added  greatly  to 
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f^  value  of  it.    His  Letters  to  tlie  Dr.  -would  hare' 
Qiade-seyeral  volumes,  and  the  Dr's  to  him,  stHl  more. 
He  was  in  his  latter  years  a  valetudinarian  of  a  very 
sickly  appearance.     Whai  he  found  himself  dangerous- 
ly ill,  and  his  dissolution  fast  approachmg,  he  made  a 
point  of  paying  the  Dr.  a  visit  before  he  died.    He  ac- 
cordingly made  a  journey  bom  Massingham  to  Bir« 
mingham,  fijr  that  purpose,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Bew- 
ky:  and  after  spending  about  a  week  there,  he  went 
to  pay  another  last  or  parting  visit  to  his  friend  Dr. 
Bumey,  and  there,  at  his  house  in  St.  Martin's  Street, 
London,  he  died,  ontheSih.  of  Sept.  1783.  Hewasfpr 
many  years  one  of  the  writers  of  the  Monthly  Review^ 
and  the  articles  he  furnished  for  that  respectable  puMi<« 
cation  were  thought  not  inferior  to  the  productions  of 
the  very  ablest  of  his  associates.    How  many  articles 
he  furnished  for  that  work  is  not  known,  except,  per- 
haps, to  the  £ditor«    The  review   of  Priestley's 
History  of  Electricity^  (as  was  before  observed,)  of 
Whitebubst's  Inquiry  into  the  original  State  and 
formation  of  the  Earthy  and  of  Sir  John  Hmwkinsl^ 
History  of  MusiCy  axe  understood  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Bewley •    The  last  menticmed  article  is  said 
to  have  been  much  admired  at  the  time  by  the  late  cele- 
brated Dr.  Samuel  Johnson.    Mr.  Bewley  was  some-» 
times  denominated  JTie  Philosopher  of  Massingham^ 
andwith  as  much  propriety,  it  was  supposed,  z&Hobbes 
was  styled    The    Philosopher  of  Malmsbury.    The 
branches  of  knowledge  in  which  he  was  said  chiefly  to 
excel  were  those  of  Anatomy j  Electricity^  and  Chemis^ 
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try.  He  bad  nahuralljr  a  fine  ear>  and  was  particnlitf" 
ly  fond  of  music;  and  was  not  only  an  excellent  judge 
of  compositions,  but  also  a  good  performer  on  the  violin. 
He  cukivated  the  art  and  science  of  music  as  a  relief 
from  severer  pursuits,  and  applied  to  it  in  the  hours  o( 
relaxation,  with  that  ardour  which  characterized  all  his 
imdertakings.  A  love  for  every  liberal  science  and  an 
insatiable  curiosity  after  whatever  was  connected  with 
them,  were  hispredominantpassioDS.  So  strongly  and  last<« 
iiigly  didthey  operate,  that  he  desired  some  bcN^  might 
be  brought  to  him  on  the  very  evening  before  he  died^ 
when  the  excruciating  pains  of  his  disorder  had  a  little 
•bated;  and  though  unable  to  r^ad  hiniself,  be  listened 
to  what  was  read>  and  draidc  in  knowledge  witb  Ms 
Vented  eagerness^  and, 

— ."  with  his  latctt  breath 
Thus  shewed  his  ruling  passioa  strong  in  death.** 

He  was  a  remarkably  warm  friend,  and  an  ejLceilent 
liusband:  and  withal  of  so  benevolent  and  peculiar  a 
turn  of  mind,  that  he  would  not  willingly  hurt  a  worm; 
nor  would  be,  it  seems,  cut  a  living  twig  fron  a  shrub  dr 
tree,  because  he  did  not  know,  <as  he  Would  say)  but 
the  operation  might  occasion  pain.  Many  will  proba- 
bly affect  to  smile  at  this,  under  an  idea  of  their  own 
fancied  superiority,  whose  characters,  nevertheless, 
would  bear  no  comparisofn  with  that  of  William  Bew^ 
ley,  not  to  say  as  scholars^  and  philoSopher^y  but^en 
as  meny  and  members  of  society.  In  short,  he  appears  to 

have  been  a  yerygood^  as  well  as  a  very  wise  and  great 
man.  j: 

t  See  the  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Priestly,  Vol.  1.  and  also  the  Loodq^ 
^lagaziAc,  for  Nofcmber,  1783w 
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Section  V.  Of  the  Animals^  and  particularly  the 
fifMDs  of  this  country. 

Sir  Thomas  Browne  s^ems  to  have  placed  flie  Sper* 
maceti-Whale  among  the  animals  of  Norfolk.One  of 
them  sixty  two  feet  in  length,  was  taken,  as  he  says^ 
near  Welb.  Another  of  the  same  Idnd,  (he  adds)  a- 
|bout  twenty  years  after,  was  caught  at  Hunstanton;  and 
not  tELT  from  thence^  eight  or  nine  were  drivei^  ashore^ 
two  of  which  were  said  to  have  young  opes,  after  they 
had  forsaken  the  wateir. 

ThePoRPEssE,  the  Dolphin,  and  the  Grampus,  are 
also,  by  the  same  writer,  numbered  among  the  Nor- 
folk  animals.  The  flesh  of  the  two  former,  he  repre- 
;wiits  as  good  food,  especially  that  of  the  Dolphin^ 
which  when  well-cooked,  he  says,  is  generally  allowed 
to  be  a  good  dish.  But  it  is  very  rarely  that  one  me^ 
with  any  that  have  tasted  of  it. 

As  to  the  Common  Seal  or  Sea-Calfy  being  an  am- 
phibious creature,  it  is  not  so  unnaturally  classed  among 
land  animals.  Numbers  of  them  are  often  found  sleep- 
ing on  the  shore  and  the  sand-banks,  below  Lynn;  while 
one,  as  is  said,  is  keeping  watch  in  the  meantime,  lest 
his  companions  be  caught  napping,  and  to  apprise  them 
of  the  approach  of  danger;  in  which  case,  they  all  In- 
itantly  rush  into  the  deep  and  disappear. 

Otters  also  are  not  omcommon  in  this  country.    This 
young  ones,  says  Sir  T  Browne,  are  sometimes  preyed 
lupoii  by  hm^xds^  having  occasionaUy  been  found  in 
8  A .» 
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the  nests  of  these  birds.  By  many  persons  they  are  ao 
counted  no  bad  dish,  as  he  says;  and  he  adds,  that 
Otters  may  be  rendered  perfectly  tame,  and  in  smne 
houses  have  been  known  to  serve  the  office  of  turnspits. 

To  the  foregoing  animals  may  be  added  Badgers^ 
ffareSy  and  Habbiis..  The  latter  are  here  more  nu- 
merous than  in  most  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
yet  not  so  numerous  it  seems  as  they  have  been,  owing 
to  modem  agricultural  improvements.  Hares  are  alsp 
in  general  pretty  plentiful  here  in  most  places,  and  the 
gamejaws  very  strictly  enforced,  as  many  a  poacher 
knows  to  his  cost. 

The  diflbrent  Species  of  Birds  found  in  this  coun- 
try, including  the  2£)a/er-/oz&/,  are  very  numerous.  The 
following  List  includes  the  chief  of  them,  and  is  taken 
mostly  from  Sir  Thomas  Browne^s  Papeir  inserted  in  the 
SOth  volume  of  the  Monthly  Magazine.  1.  The  Sea 
or  Fen  Eagle.  Some  of  this  species  are  said  ^  to  be  so 
large  as  to  measure  three  yards  and  a  quarter  in  the  ex* 
tent  of  their  i¥ings,  and  are  capable  of  being  perfiectly 
tamed,  and  will  feed  on  fish,  red  herrings,  flesh,  or 
any  kind  of  offal.  2.  The  Ospbet,  which  hovers 
about  the  fens,  and  will  dip  his  claws  into  the  water, 
and  often  take  up  a  fish,  anf  likewise  catch  Gxtfj.  It 
is  sometime  called  the  bald^buzzard.  3.  The  Kits« 
This  species  is  said  not  to  be  Very  numerous.  4  The 
Merlin,  or  Hobbjf-bird:  said  to  be  subject  to  the  ver- 
tigo, and  sometimes  caught  in  those^  fits.  5.  The 
WooDcflAT,  or  bird-catcher;  a  small  bird  of  prey 
about  the  size  of  a  ihjrush.    6.  The  Raven.    7*  The 
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Hook.  8.  The  Jackdaw.  9.  TheRoLLer:  a  very 
QDOomnioii  bird.  10.  The  Cuckoo.  11^  12,  13,  14. 
The  Green  Woodpecker;  The  greater  spotted 
Woodpecker;  The  middle  spotted  woodpecker; 
aod  the  Nuthatch.  15.  The  Kingfisher.  16. 
The  Hoopoe,  or  Hoopc^bird^  so  called  from  its  note, 
17,  18,  19.  The  Skylark,  Woodlark,  and  Tit- 
lark. These  are  very  common;  but  another,  called 
the  great  crested  larky  it  seems,  is  not  so.  SO.  The 
Stares,  or  Starlings,  are  in  vast,  and  almost  in- 
credible numbers  about  the  fens,  where  they  roost  at 
night,  about  the  autumn  on  the  reeds  and  alders,  from 
whence  they  take  their  flight  in  the  morning  like  thick 
clouds.  The  rooks,  tiiough  yery  numerous  in  some 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  are  never  any  where  seen  in  such 
jlocks  as  thesebirds  are  about  the  fens.  21.  The  Haw- 
finch. This  bird  is  chiefly  seen  in  summer,  about 
cheny  time;  and  is  saic}  to  feed  on  the  kernels  of  cherries 
and  some  other  kinds  of  stone  fruit;  and  by  means  of 
its'  amazingly  strong  bill  it  breaks  the  stone  without 
much  difficulty.  22.  The  Waxen  Chatterer; 
which  is  said  to  be  a  very  beautiful  bird,  but  now  a 
more  imcommon  bird  than  formerly.  23.  The  Cross- 
bill; is  migratory,  and  arrives  about  the  beginning 
€^  Summer.  21.  The  Gold-finch,  otherwise  Fools^ 
coat  or  DraW'Water.  25.  The  Wheatbar.  These 
breed  in  rabbit  burrows,  and  warrens  are  full  of  them 
from  April  to  September.  They  are  caught  with  a^iob- 
by  and  a  net,  and  are  accounted  excellent  eating.  26. 
The  Goat -sucker,  or  Dorhawky  so^  called  from  the 
eiicuiaastaDoexifitsfeediiigondars,  or  beetles.  Itbrecd3 
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bere  and  lays  a  yerjr  handsome  spotted  egg.  [It  fliei 
about  later  than  most  other  birds  except  the  owl;  ^d 
ivhile  perching  in  the  evening  on  a  tree,  it  makes  a 
noise  somewhat  like  the  croaking  of  firogs,  or  rather  the 
twirling  of  a  spinning  wheel,  from  which  it  has  in  some 
parts  been  called,  The  Spirmer.']  27.  The  Bustard. 
A  writer  whose  signature  is  X.  P.  S.  in  the  20th  yolume 
of  the  Monthly  Magazine,  says  that  ^'ihe  bustards  i^re 
at  this  time  all  extirpated  out  of  Norfolk;"  but  he  is 
certainly  mistaken :  they  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  opeD 
parts  of  the  country,  but  not  so  frequently  as  formerly. 
They  become  more  and  more  rare;  and  they  will,  per- 
baps,  be  soon  extirpated;  but  it  is  not  the  case  yet. 
The  bustard  is  the  largest  of  British  birds,  and  is  re- 
markable (says  Sir  Thomas  Browne)  for  the  strength  of 
its  breast-bone,  and  for  its  short  heel.  It  lays  two  eggp 
which  are  mu/ch  bigger  than  those  of  a  turkey,  as  the 
bustard  itself  is  also  larger,  as  well  as  handsomer  than 
ihat  bird.  It  is  accounted  a  dainty  dish,  and  those  who 
have  eaten  it,  speak  much  in  its  praise.  This  famous 
bird  seems  incapable  of  being  tan^  or  domesticated.  * 
^.  and  29.  Black  and  Red  gabub,  now  unknown 
here.  Some  of  the  latter,  or  grouse,  were  found,  it 
seems,  about  Lynn,  in  Sir  Thomas  Browne's  time.  30. 

31.  PjiRTRiDGE void QvAjjj  OTC  herein  great  numbers* 

32.  The  Corncrake^  or  Rayle  is  also  commonly 
found  here.    33.  The  Spoonbill,  now  but  seldoi|i 

•  The  Ute  Mr.  Carr^  a  merchant  of  Lynn,  used  to  say,  that  his  bHih&t 
mice  killed  six  BustanU  at  one  shot.-*They  were  probably  much  mocf 
numerous  then,  than  they  are  now. — A  respectable  gentleman  of  Lypo^ 
howeter,  assures  this  writer  that  not  many  yean  ago,  he  saw  no  lest 
fhaa  eif  ht  or  ten  of  the^n  tpff^therj  >b  the  peigl^pui^ood  of  StanhoA 
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found  faere^  though  formerly ,  it  seems,  pretty  conunon. 
3i.  The  Crane,  -was  formerly  common  here,  but  now 
scarcely  deemed  a  british  bird.  35.  The  Whitb 
Stobk,  now  rarely  seen,  though  formerly  not  so  un- 
common a  bird.  36.  The  Heron  still  abounds  here. 
37.  The  Bittern,  or  Bitoufy  is  also  very  common: 
both  this  and  the  preceding  are  deemed  good  dishes.  38. 
The  GoDwiT  or  Yarwhelpy  is  very  common  in 
Marshland,  and  deemed  a  dainty  dish.  It  frequents  the 
•ea  shore  and  salt  marshes  in  winter,  and  the  fens  and 
interior  parts  in  summer.  39.  40.  The  Redshank^ 
and  Curlew,  are  net  unfrequent  in  the  marshes  and 
^kbout  the  sea  coast.  41.  The  Gnat  or  Knot.  This 
is  a  small  bird,  but  is  at  times  very  fat,  and  in  much 
lequest  for  the  table.  They  are  caught  with  nets.  42. 
The  Lapwing  is  common  here  on  all  the  heaths^  and 
in  other  parts.  43.  The  Ritff:  so  called  from  the  fea- 
thers of  the  neck  projecting  like  a  ruff.  This  is  a  marsh 
bird,  and  varies  greatly  in  its  colours;  no  two  of  them 
are  found  alike.  The  female  is  smaller  than  the  male^ 
has  no  ruff  about  the  neck,  and  is  called  a  Reete.  It 
is  very  seldom  seen.  The  males  when  put  together  will 
fight  most  bloodily  and  destroy  each  other.  They  lose 
their  rufi  towards  the  end  of  autumn,  or  beginning  of 
winter.  They  are  very  handsome  birds.  44.  The 
Dotterel,  is  a  bird  of  passage;  come^  in  September 
and  March,  and  is  accounted  excellent  eating.  45. 
King  Dotterel,  or  Fen  Dotterel:  somewhat  less, 
but  better  coloured  than  the  former.  46.  The  Stonb 
Curlew,  is  a  tall  handsome  bird,  remarkably  eyed. 
It  is  said  to  be  so  common  in  this  country,  as  tp  have 
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the  name  of  the  Norfolk  plover.  47.  The  ktonzff^ 
or  skooping  hom^  is  a  tall,  black  and  while  bird,  with 
a  bill  semicircularly  bent  upwards^  It  is  a  summer 
bird,  and  not  unfrequent  in*  Marshland.  48.  The 
Oyster  Catcher  or  Sea-pie.  49.  The  Common 
Coote.  These  birds  are  frequently  observed  in  great 
flocks  on  broad  waters,  said  to  be  remarkable  for  their 
dexterous  defence  of  themselves  and  young,  against  kites 
and  buzzards.  50.  51.  The  Moor,  or  Water-hent. 
and  Water-Raile.  52.  The  Wild  Swan,  ot 
Elke.  It  is  probable  they  come  from  great  distances^ 
for  all  the  northern  travellers  are  said  to  have  obset- 
ved  them  in  the  remotest  parts.  Like  other  Borthem 
birds,  if  the  winter  be  mild  they  usually  come  no  fur- 
ther south,  thaa  Scotland^  if  very  hard  they  proceed 
onward  till  they  arrive  in  a  country  sufficiently  wamu 
53.  54.  55.  BARNjiCLE'GOOSE^  BRENT^GOOSEy  and 
Sheldrake.  The  two  former  are  conamon;  and  the 
latter  pretty  much  so,  especially  about  Norrold^  where 
they  are  said  to  breed  in  rabbit-burrows.  56.  57.  S8. 
59.  60.  The  Shofeler,  Pintail,  or   Sea-pkeasanty 

CrAROANEYy  OX  Tcol,   WlLD-GOOSEj  and  GOSANDER,  OT 

Mir  gamer  y  are  all  found  in  this  country.  61.  The 
DuN-DTFERy  or  Sow  billed  diver.  It  is  bigger  than  a 
duck;  and  distinguished  from  other  divers  by  a  re- 
markable sawed  bill  to  retain  its  slippery  prey,  which 
consists  principally  of  eels.  62.  The  Snew,  as  well 
as  the  Widgeons,  and  other  species  of  wild  ducks,  are 
very  common.   •    &3.  The  Puffin,  has  a  remarkable 

*  The  fen- fowlerVj  with  their  loDg  gunSj  make  terrible  havock  amorif 
them,  killiog  sometimes  between  20  and  dO  at  one  shot^  and  ofCooU 
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bill,  ^hich  differs  firomtbat  of  a  duck  in  being  formed 
not  horizontally  but  yertically,  for  the  purpose  of 
feeding  in  clefls  of  rocks,  on  shellfish,  &c.  64.  The 
Shear-water,  somewhat  billed  like  a  cormorant,  but  . 
.  much  smaller,  is  a  strong  and  fierce  bird,  that  hovers 
about  ships  when  the  sailors  cleanse  their  fish,  &e. 
They  will  live  some  weeks  without  food.  65.  The  Gan- 
NET,  is  a  large,  white,  strong  billed  bird:  Sir  Thomas 
Browne  saw  one  of  them  in  Marshland,  which  fought^ 
and  would  not  be  forced  to  take  wing.  Another  he  saw 
taken  alive,  and  for  sometime  kept  and  fed  with  her- 
lingiB.  66.  67.  The  Shao  and  Cormorant,  are  gene- 
rally confounded  by  the  country  people.  The  former 
builds  upon' trees,  and  the  latter  only  in  the  rocks.  68. 
The  NoRTHERN-DiVER.  69.  The  Great  Crested 
Grebe,  appear  about  April,  and  breed  on  the  broad 
waters.  Their  nest  is  formed  of  weed  &c.  and  float  on  the 
water,  so  that  their  eggs  are  seldom  dry  while  they  are 
set  on.  70.  The  little  Grebe,  small  diver  or  Dab'^ 
chick  J  is  found  in  the  rivers  and  broad  waters  here.  71. 
The  Skua  Gull,  is  sometimes  found  here  in  very  hard 
winters.  72.  The  Herring  Gull,  is  fqund  here,  but 
more  commonly  about  Yarmouth.  73.  The  Black- 
headed  Gull,  is  here  very  plentiful.  The  eggs  are 
used  by  the  country  people  in  puddings,  and  otherwise. 
The  birds  are  sometimes  brought  to  the  markets  in  great 

2  B 

twice  tnat  number;  which  however,  is  aothing  like  the  number  of 
Star/ingi  whicli  they  hate  sometimes  slaughtered  : — a  person  of  veraci- 
ty»  who  has  lived  long  in  the  fens,  assutes  this  writer,  that  he  knew  an 
instance,  near  Coningsby,  in  Lincolnshire,  of  36  dozens  of  Starlings 
b«iog  killed  at  a  single  shot^  by  one  Thomas  Sail, 
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number,  and  even  sent  to  London.  74.  The  Greater 
Fern,  or  Sea  Swallow,  is  a  neat  ^hite  and  fork-tailed 
bird,  but  much  larger  than  a  swallow.  75.  The  May 
Ch  ITT,  is  a  small  dark-grey  bird.  It  comes  in  great  plen- 
ty into  Marshland  in  May,  and  stays  about  a  month, 
seldom  beyond  six  weeks.  It  is  fatter  than  most  birds 
of  its  size,  and  accounted  excellent  eating.  76.  The 
Churre,  another  small  bird,  is  frequently  taken  amoug 
the  preceeding.  77.  The  Whinne  bird,  is  marked 
with  five  yellow  spots,  and  is  less  than  a  wren.  78. 
The  CuippER.  This  somewhat  resembles  the  former; 
com«s  here  in  the  spring,  and  feeds  on  the  first  buddings 
of  birches  and  other  early  trees. — ^To  all  these  may  be 
added,  79.  The  Nightingale,  which  is  here  a  con- 
stant visiter.  80.  81.  82  The  Swallow,  martin, 
and  Swift.  Also  a  variety  of  Finches,  and  likewise 
of  Diving-Fowl,  mustcla  fmca^  and  mustela  varet^ 
gatUy  so  called  from  the  resemblance  they  have  to  the 
head  of  a  weesel."— Stockdoves,  or  wild  pigeons,  are  here 
found  in  great  numbers;  and  so  are  Pheasants,  Snipes, 
and  Woodcocks.  ♦  The  Magpie  likewise  and  the  Owl  are 
found  among  the  birds  of  this  country. — Not  to  men- 
tion the  Blackbird,  the  Thrush,  the  Yellow-hammer, 
the  Wagtail,  the  Titmouse,  the  Sparrow,  the  Wren, 
the  Redbreast,  and  others  that  are  common  to  mostpar(^ 
of  this  kingdom. 

Many  rare  plants  are  said  to  be  found  in  some  parts 
of  this  country;  but  as  no  good  botanist  is  known  io  re- 

•  Jim  after  their  arrival  in  OctoT)er,  the  Woodcocks  are  said  to  b« 
•ometimes  exoeedingly  abundaot  here. 
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side  here^  or  to  have  drawn  up  a  catalogue  of  them, 
they  cannot  be  now  enumerated.  The  neighbourhood 
of  Easi  Winch  Is  thought  to  be  oqe  very  good  spot 
for  botanizing. 


Section  VI.  Brief  account^  of  placet  before 
omiitedj  in  the  vicinitj/  ofLynn^  on  this  eastern  side  of 
the  Ouse — Sechej/ — Runcton — Downham — Denver-^ 
Hdgay — Southery  ^Feltwell—Methwold  — Stoke j  ^c. 
FeUweU  NeW' Fen* District  -^Fincham — Swqffham^^ 
Babinglof-Shambome'^Oreai  MaUhouse — Hunston 
lighi'housey  8fc. 

Before  we  conclude  this  chapter,  and  this  first  part 
ofUiework,  it  may  not  be  improper,  or  unacceptable 
to  the  reader,  to  take  some  notice  of  a  few  of  the  most 
remarkable  places  on  this  side,  that  have  been  omitted 
in  the  preceding  pages.     We  shall  begin  with. 

Secret,  *  commonly  called  Sech^  a  small  market 
town,  which  lies  about  three  milies  from  Lynn,  to  the 
south,  on  the  Downhan^  and  London  road.  Anciently 
it  belonged  io  the  Lords  Bardolf,  as  a  part  of  their  ma- 
nor of  north  Runcton.  In  33.  Hen.  III.  the  then  liord 
Bardolf  had  a  charter  of  ifree  warren  here,  with  a  weekly 
2  B  3 

*  So  ciUedy  probibly,  from  the  rWer  on  whoie  banks  it  stands* 
and  whichy  it  teems,  was  formerly  called  Ey :  so  that  Sechey  may 
figntfy,  S«ch  onthtEy^  or  on  th%  banks  of  the  riter  so  called.— See 
Pmkim. 
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market  on  Mondays,  and  two  fairs  annually.  After- 
wards it  passrj,  with  the  rest  of  the  said  manor^  to  the 
Earl  of  W  arwick,  who  hi  the  reign  of  James  I.  had  a 
grant  of  a  market  here  every  fortnight,  on  Tuesdays, 
for  fat  cattle.  It  seems  rather  doubtful,  if  these  mar- 
kets were  originally  kept  every,  other  Tuesday  through^ 
out  ihej/eari  at  least  it  is  said  not  tohave  been  the  case 
for  many  years  past,  but  only  for  some  of  the  latter 
months  of  the  year.  They  begin  at  the  dawn  of  day, 
and  are  generally  over  pretty-early  in  the  morning,  They 
are  also  said  to  be  well  attended  by  butchers  and  graziets 
from  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  sometimes  from 
a  considerable  distance,  even  as  far  as  Norwich,  or 
further,  and  also  from  Lincolnshire.— The  river  is  na* 
vigable,  for  lighters,  a  considerable  way  up  into  the 
country  beyond  thb  place.  Sechey  is  in  the  parish  of 
North  Runcton;  some  miles  from  which,  in  a  southerly 
direction  lies  the  church  of  South  Runcton,  now  in  a 
dilapidated  state.  This  ruin  presents  a  semicircular 
east  end  of  what  has  been  thought  an  ancient  Saxon 
church,  and  is  believed  tp  be  the  remains  of  one  given 
to  St,  Edmund,  in  the  reign  of  Canute.— Of  the  rea- 
.  sonableness  ^nd  tcnabiiity  of  this  belief,  some  doubts, 
perhaps,  may  be  justly  cntertainec}.  Tl^e  said  ruin  has 
certainly  tlie  appearance  of  considerable  antiquity,  but 
that  appearance,  together  with  its  uncommon  and  se- 
micircular form,  will  not  be  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy 
every  one,  that  it  is  altogether  as  old  as  the  days  of  Ca- 
nute, or  that  it  has  actually  stood  the  brunt  and  braved 
thjB  blasts  of  nqar  a  thousc^d  iviuters,— A  few  miles  iw^ 
t|icron^  in  the  same  direction,  is 
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.    DowNHAM,  or  Market  Doxmham^  as  it  is  sometimes 
called.  *  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  side  of  a  hill, 
and  upon  the  Ouse,  over  which  it  has  a  good  bridg^. 
It  had  heretofore  two  weekly  markets,  Mondays  and 
Satuidajrs,  but  that  is  no  longer  the  case;  the  latter  only 
are  now.to  be  considered  as  its  proper  market  days,  on 
which  the  town  is  said  to  be  well  supplied  with  fish  and 
wild  fowl,  from  the'adjacent  fens.     Downham  was  for- 
merly celebrated  for  its  great   butter  market,  which 
ps^  to  be  kept  near  the  bridge,  every  Monday^  and  which 
it  seems,  has  before  now  supplied  London  with  the  im- 
mense quantity  of  ninety  thousand  firkins  in  a  year. 
From  its  being  sent  by  way  of  Cambridge,  it  obtained 
the  name  c^  Cambridge  batter.     These  markets  have 
been  discontinued,  and  the  butter  is  now  taken  for  sale 
to  Swaffham.    It  is  said  that  the  privilege  of  a  market 
was  granted  to  Downham  by  £dward  the  confessor,  and 
tl^  its  principal  manor,  with  the  whole  hundred,  were 
given  by  king  Edgar  to  Ramsey  Abbey,  whose  abbot, 
88  we  are  further  informed,  was  authorized  by  King 
Jdin  to  hold  a  fidr  here.    By  Henry  III.  he  was  invest- 
ed with  the  additional  authority  to  try  and  execute  male- 
fiictors  at  hb  ^^gallows  of  Downham." — Some  monas- 
tic buildings,  and  particularly  a,  priory  of  Benedictine 
OKmks,  stood  formerly  near  the  church.— There  is  in 
this  town  a  small  dissenting  congregation,  the  chapel  be- 
longing to  which,  was  erected  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
pentury.     In  1801  the  town  and  whole  parish  of  Down^ 
ham  ccmtained  378  houses,  and  1512  inhabitants. 

*  Ancitntly  it  was  called  D9wnAam'Aifie,  i.  c.  Downbam-pqft  • 
^lbton*t  Camden. 
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Further  on,  in  a  low  gttoation,  is  Denvek,  a  large 
village,  noted  as  the  birth  (dace  of  Dr.  Robert  Brad^^ 
the  English  historian.   The  church  is  a  mean  structure, 
built  of  Cor,  orrog-stooe,  comfm/ei/ withavoodbipan-^ 
neUs,  and  covered  -with  reed^  or  lAoteA.    Near  to  this 
place  is  Demer  Sluice^  termed  the  giand  crratom  in  our 
fen  improremeots. — ^Not  fiur  from  Denver  and  Downham 
lies  the  village  of  Hdgatfy  said  by  some  authors  X  ^ 
be  regularly  infested,  every  six  or  seven  years,  by  an 
incrediUe  nuodbtf  of  field  mice,  whicii,  like  locusts, 
would  infallibly  devour  all  the  com  of  every  kind,  but 
for  the  friendly,  seasonable,  and  effsctual  interposition  of 
a  prodigious  fii^^t  of  owls  from  Norway,  which  never 
feil  to  anive  that  year,  and  stay  till  they  have  totally 
destroyed  those  mischievous  vermin :  afrer  which  they 
^piietly  depart,  re-cross  the  seas,  and  return  to  their 
native  forests^  attended  by  the  veneration  and  benedic* 
tion  of  ail  the  good  people  of  Hdlgay,  who  had  derived 
from  them,  the  most  essential  benefit,  without  the  least 
mixtmre  of  detriment;  as  they  had,  during  thdr  whole 
stay,  meddled  with  no  one  thing  in  the  place,  but  the 
mice.-— Such  is  the  substance  and  purport  of  ttiis  curious 
story,  whose  questionable  and  improbable  a^^earance 
might  be  supposed  more  than  suficient  to  ptevent  its. 
being  ever  passed  upon  the  pnbUc  as  a  matter  (rf'fect* 
That,  however,  has  not  been  the  case:  it  has  been 
therefore  introduced  here  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
it  in  its  true  light,  as  a  lying  tale,  that  those  credulous 

X  See  Norfolk  Tour,  ItsI  Edition,  p.  365,    Also  DeKDf  tion  of 
Bnfland  and  Wales^  volume  6,  p.  2b\, 
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people  wbo  have  been  imposed  upon,  and  misled  by 
others^  may  be  undeceived. 

Beyond  Helgay  are  the  villages  of  Southen/^  Felt* 
weUf  Methwold,  Nortkwold^  Stoke-ferryy  Jferehamy 
West  Dereham^  Sfc.  some  of  them  of  pretty  lai^  size 
and  populaticm.  West  Dereham  Abbey  was  formerly  a 
place  of  no  small  note,  and  founded  as  early  as  1188. 
At  the  dissolution  it  went  into  private  hands,  and  about 
the  close  of  the  17th.  century  it  was  the  seat  of  Sir 
Thomas  Dereham,  a  diplomatic  character.  More  re- 
cently it  has  successively  been  the  seat  of  Sir  Simeon 
Stuart,  and  Lord  Montrath.  Wereham  in  former  times 
was  possessed  by  the  QareSj  who  then  ranked  high 
among  the  English  barons;  and  it  was  the  head  lordship 
of  what  was,  and  still  is  called  the  Aonor  0/ CZore,  of 
which  several  neighbouring  manors  were  held.  Those 
great  lords  had  here  a  prison^  and  of  course  a  gallows 
also;  which  indicate  the  great  sway  they  once  bore  in 
these  parts.  ^-These  places  lie  in  and  about  a  r^narkable 
drainage  tract,  called  the  Feltwell  new  fen  district^ 
which,  like  the  river  Nene,  has  proved  a  very  unfor- 
tunate concern  to  many  of  those  whose  property  had 
been  unhappily  entrusted  in  the  hands  of  its  commis- 
sion's. Suspicions  of  some  disreputable  doings  are  said 
to  have  been  entertained  respecting  both  the  above  con- 
cerns, which  will  probably  deter  many  from  affording 
any  pecuniary  aid  to  the  projected  Eau-brink  Cut,  lest  it 
should  turn  out,  or  be  managed  as  badly: — if  indeed  the 
present  formidable  opposition  to  it  should  finally  &il 
to  effect  its  entire  relinquishment:  an  event  which  many 
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seem  to  consider^  not  at  all  improbable.  ^Nortberl/ 
from  these  parts  is  the  village  and  parish  of  Fincham* 
In  that  parish  church  is  a  square  font,  supposed  to 
have  belonged  to  the  old  church,  which  is  mentioned  in 
Domesday-book.—  Further  on,  m  the  same  directioD, 
and  the  most  considerable  place  that  way,  .is 

SwAFFHAM.  This  respectable  town  stands  on  high 
^ound,  upon  a  dry  gravelly  soil,  and  in  a  situatba 
that  seems  greatly  favourable  to  health  and  longevity. 
Its  streets  are  wide  and  airy,  and  the  buildings  distri-* 
buted  over  a  considerable  space  of  ground.  The  houses 
are  generally  neat,  and  many  of  them  large  and  hand- 
some, inhabited  by  wealthy  and  genteel  femUies.  The 
market-hill  is  pleasant  and  spacious,  on  which  was 
erected  in  1783  an  elegant  cross,  by  the  Lord  Orford  of 
that  time.  The  market  is  >on  Saturday,  and  plentifully 
supplied  with  good  provisions.  The  great  butter-mar- 
ket, formerly  kept  at  Downham,  is  now  kept  here* 
The  town  stands  so  high,  that  some  of  the  wells  are  said 
to  be  fifty  yards  deep.  A  handsome  assembly-room  has 
been  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  market-hill,  in  which 
subscription  assemblies  are  held  every  month.  But  tlie 
chief  public  structure  of  the  town  is  the  Churchy  a  large 
and  fine  edifice,  built  at  different  times,  hi  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VI.  Edward  IV.  and  Henry  VII.  It  is  in  the 
form  of  a  cathedral,  and  consists  of  a  nave  and  two  ailes,. 
T\  ith  two  transepts  on  tlje  south  side,  one  to  the  north, 
and  a  lofty  well  proportioned  tower,  which  is  surmount- 
f h1  with  enriched  embrasures,  and  p^irfled  pinnacles .  The 
nave  is  very  lofty,  having  twenty^six  clcristory  win- 
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Aovrsy  and  its  inner  roof  ornamented  with  carved  wood, 
figures  of  angels,  bosses,  &c.  The  north  aile  and  stee* 
pie,  are  said  to  have  been  built  by  one  John  Chapman^ 
stated,  but  erroneously  it*  seems,  to  have  been  a  traoel* 
ling  tinker;  and  who  is  also  reported  to  have  been 
Church-warden  in  1460*  —In  1800  the  houses  of  Swaff* 
ham  amounted  to  452,  and  the  population  to  2220. 
Formerly  there  was  here  a  rector  and  a  vicar;  the  lattar 
presented  by  the  former;  so  that  the  rectory  was  a  Siiie- 
cure  J  and  probably  a  very  rich  one.  The  patronage 
of  the  vicarage  is  in  the  bishop  of  Norwich.  —Near  this 
towm  is  an  extensiveheath,  which  formsa  convenient  race- 
ground.  The  races  here  are  held  about  michaelmas. 
Coursing  matches  are  also  ftequent  here,  and  the  gTe^« 
hounds  are  as  r^ularly  entered  for  the  purpose,  and 
placed  under  the  same  restristions  as  rtmning'horses.  * 

Further  on,  between  Swaffham  and  the  sea-coast, 
there  are  not  many  places  that  seem  to  demand  very  par- 
ticular notice.  Babingley  and  Shambome^  which  both 
lie  that  way,  are  traditionally  reported  to  ecmtain  the 
sites  ot  the  two  first  christian  places  of  worship  among 
the  East-Anglians,  and  supposed  to  have  been  erected 
in  the  seventh  century.  In  the  same  way  lies  Snettisham^ 
a  large  village,  said  to  have  been  formerly  a  town,  with 
a  weekly  market  on  Fridays.  Here  also  have  been  dug 
up  several  of  those  iiistruments,  in  the  shape  of  hatchet- 
heads,  with  handles  to  them,  usually  denominated  celts,  % 
vrhich,  if  taken  to  be  British^  as  is  most  generally 

2c 

^  For  a  further  account  of  Swaffham,  tee  Norfolk  Toun  also  Beau- 
tJea  of  £B|Und,  Tolume,  xi.      X  Beautiat  of  England  ai  befiMe. 
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itiought,  or  even  Roman,  as  has  been  jadged  by  others^ 
must  denote  that  Snettisham  is  a  place  of  no  inconsider« 
able  antiquity.  BranccLstei'  has  been  already  noticed, 
as  once  a  famous  Roman  station;  and  it  may  be  here 
added,  that  it  has  of  late  years  attracted  no  small  atten- 
tion on  account  of  its  great  malt  houscy  built  with  a 
View  U>  the  export  trade,  and  supposed  to  be  the  larg- 
est edifice  of  that  kind  in  the  kingdom;  being  313 
feet  in  length,  by  31  in  breadth,  and  furnished  with 
all  the  necessary  offices  and  conveniences  for  conduct- 
ing the  nmlting  process  on  a  large  scale:  420  quarters 
erf  barley,  are  said  to  have  been  there  wetted  weekly, 
during  the  malting  season. 

To  th#  west  of  Brancaster  and  the  said  great  malt- 
house,  and  not  &r  off,  is  the  village  of  Hunstanton^  or 
Htmston^  as  it  is  most  commonly  called :  near  to  which, 
on  a  cliff,  overlooking  Lynn  Roads  and  the  entrance  into 
Lynn  Haven,  and  elevated  ninety  feet  above  high-water 
mark,  stands  the  Jlunslon  Light^house^  which  is  up- 
on a  different  construction  from  other  English  light- 
houses, and  supposed  superior  to  any  of  them.  It  is 
lighted  by  lamps  and  reflectors,  instead  of  coals,  on 
a  much  improved  and  very  judicious  plan,  thementof 
which  is  due  to  Mr,  Walker  of  Lynn^  by  whom 
it  was  invented,  and  under  whose  direction  it  was  here 
executed  in  1778 — ^This  light  is  communicated  by  18 
ooncave  reflectors,  each  of  eighteen  inches  diameter. 
They  are  fixed  upon  two  shelves,  one  placed  over  the 
other  in  such  a  manner  that  the  strongest  light  may  be 
teen  where  it  is  most  wanted.    In  the  N  by  E   direc<» 
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tion  a  strong  light  is  necessary  for  ships  to  avoid  the 
dangerous  sands  and  shoals  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast; 
here  therefore  are  placed  seven  reflectors  in  the  space 
of  two  points  of  the  compass,  which  will  appear  at  some 
distance  as  one  light.  In  other  directions  a  weaker  li^ht 
is  sufficient.  A  single  reflector,  with  a  lamp  of  ten  sfn« 
gle  threads  of  cotton  placed  in  the  focus  of  the'  curve^ 
which  is  a  parabola,  will  appear,  at  15  miles  distance^ 
larger  than  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude:— that  is,  if  the 
glass  be  kept  clean,  and  the  lamp  trimmed;  otherwise^ 
instead  of  light,  there  will  no  doubt  be  found  obscurity, 
for  which  no  blame  can  attach  to  the  projector*  * ' 
2  0  8 

*  Ten  single  threads  of  cotton  to  each  of  those  18  lamps,  make  in 
all  180:  now  a  street  lamp  in  London,  is  said  to  contain  28  single 
threads,  and  if  we  divide  180  by  28,  we  shall  have  6  |  i  hence  the  oil 
consumed  in  the  Hunston  Light-house,  is  less  than  that  consumed  by 
7  London  slrset  lamps.-  The  advantages  derived  from  Mr.  Wal- 

ker'^s  plan,  are,  1.  The  strength  of  light  may  be.  proportioned  to  the  dis- 
tance at  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  be  seen.  2.  It  may  be  main- 
tained at  a  less  expence  than  where  the  light  is  equally  diffused  all 
round  the  compass.  3.  It  requires  little  attendance.  4.  It  always  ap* 
pears  of  the  same  magnitude— —provided,  as  was  above  hinted,  the 
glass  be  kept  clean,  and  the  lamps  in  a  proper  trim— circumstances 

that  must  be  attended  to,  and  not  neglected. Here  it  may  be 

further  observed  that  the  improvement  of  light-houses  is  not  the  only  , 
SMbject  that  has  undergone  Mr.  W^.*s  close  and  successful  investigation. 
Many  papers  written  by  him,  have  appeared  In  Nicholson's  Philoso. 
phiral  Journal,  and  Tilloch's  Philotophical  Magazine,  giving  an  account 
*  of  divers  u»eful  inventions  of  his,  and  new  discoveries  is  physics,  chief. 
ly  under  the  following  heads.^— 1.  On  a  method  of  using  candles,  so 
a*  to  produce  no  smoke,  nor  require  snuffing.— 2.  A  method  of  obvia- 
ting  tho  effects  of  thick  wires  in  transit  telescopes.  3.  On  the  Plumli 
IfaM  and  Spirit  level.  4.  On  the  vibrations  of  pendulums  |n  vacuo.  5. 
On  a  standard  of  light,  by  which  we  may  compare  the  strength  of  any 
•therlight.  6.  Description  of  an  apparatus  for  conducting  sound,  and^ 
holding  conversations  at  a  distance.  7.  Description  of  a  new  reflecting; 
quadrant.  8  On  the  best  method  of  ascertaining  the  dip  of  the  horizon 
at  tea.    9.  Onthe  methods  af  observing  the  longitude  at  sea.    10.  0^ 
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This  honse  remaiiied  for  many  years  the  only  one  of 
the  kind  in  the  united  kingdom;  but  about  the  year 
1787^  several  others^  on  the  same  plan,  were  erected  on 
the  coast  of  Scotland,  as  appears  by  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  one  of  the  provincial  papers  of  that  time. 
"Northern  Light-houses.  An  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  obtained  a  few  years  ago,  by  some  gen- 
tlemen in  Edinburgh,  impowering  them  to  erect  four 
Li^t-houses  on  the  Northern  parts  of  Great  Britain, 
In  consequence  of  which  the  Trustees  made  diligent 
enquiry  into  the  several  modes  of  erecting  lights  for  the 
use  of  mariners,  at  sea.  These  enquiries  were  made 
not  only  in  this  kingdom,  but  in  foreign  parts,  that 
their  intended  erection  might  be  made  on  the  best  prin- 
ciples. In  September,  1786,  the  then  Lord  Provost 
of  Edinburgh  allied  to  Mr.  Ezekiel  Walker  of  Lynn 
in  Norfolk,  for  his  opinion  in  the  ccmstructicm  oi  them. 
Mr.  Walker^s  answer  to  his  lordship's  enquiry,  and  the 
plan  projected  in  it,  gave  such  general  satis&ction  to 
the  Trustees,  that  they  uimnimously  resolved  on  con- 
structing and  lighting  them  on  his  principle;  and  in 
the  spring  of  1787,  the  work  was  b^;un  accordingly. 
The  first  of  these  lights  stands  on  £jnnard's  Head,  [in 
the  county  of  Aberdeen;]  the  second  on  north  Ranald' 

the  phenomenon  of  the  horizonttl  moon.  11.  Detcriptionofanew 
comeUrium.  IS.  On  transit  instruments.  13.  On  vision.  H.  De- 
scription of  a  new  optical  instrument  caUeda  Phantasmascope.  15.  Ob» 
servations  on  vision)  when  objects  are  seen  through  a  mist.  16«  Oa 
the  power  of  the  eye,  by  which  it  is  adjusted  to  see  objecU  distinctly  at 
different  distances.  17.  On  the  apparent  magnitudes  of  the  same  ob« 
ject  seen  under  difierent  circumstances.  18.  On  deal  pendulum  rods, 
19.  On  the  human  eye:  in  which  many  errors  of  former  writefS  09 
vjiion  are  pointed  out^  nnd  th^  true  theory  expl^ino^. 
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shaWj  (he  nor^Jiemmost  of  the  Orksey  Idands;  th« 
third  on  thrj  point  of  Scalpa  in  the  isle  of  Herris} 
and  the  forirth  on  the  MuU  of  Kyntire^  which  may 
be  seen  in  Ireland."  {  Cumberland  Packet  of  Sept. 
10.  ITes — In  the  same  paper,  of  Dec.  9.  1789,  ap- 
peased the  following  ^paasage^^^IAght-houses.  Tho 
exaSHeat  method  oi  erecting  iight-houses  prescribed  by 
Mr.  E.  Walker  is  now  sufficiently  proved.  That  it 
produces  vl  strong  light  is  well  known,  but  that  this  de« 
«iraUe  object  is  attained  at  a  small  expenoe  of  oily  can 
only  come  under  the  insp^ection  of  a  few;  however  ono 
argument,  even  in  favotrar  of  this  is  now  made  public* 
The  Commissioners  for  rjrecting  four  light-houses  on  the 
north^nn  parts  of  Great  Britain  obtained  another  Act  the 
last  session  of  Parliaffient,  authorizing  them  to  erect  a 
Jifthi^^For  the  light-bouse  on  the  south  west  point  of  the 
Mull  of  Kyntire  is  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  navigation  of  ships  passing  to  and  from  ihenortk 
channel;  but  not  ty » shipis  passing  to  and  from  the  Firth 
of  Clyde  through  *  he  south  channel.  It  is  for  the  secu- 
rity of  ships  navy  gating  this  south  channel  that  the  com* 
missioners  purpo' se  erecting  another  light-house  on»the 
island  of  Ann  a  n,  or  upcm  the  litfle  island  of  Plada, 
near  the  samer ;  which  is  to  be  done  zoithout  any  in* 
crease  of  the  duties  authorised  to  be  levied  by  the  for- 
mer act.^'^T  his  act  also  authorizes  the  commissioners  to 
erect  other  f  ight-houses  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  when- 
ever the  p  reduce  of  the  present  duties  on  the  tonage  oi 

I  It  w«  not  till  after  the  erection  of  these,  that  the  Corporation  of 
the  Trinir  y  House  had  teme  Light-houses  constructed  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, V    iii^  1^  no^  Iq  yse,  and  wcU  approved. 
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ships  mil,  enable  them  so  to  do. — This  at  once  justifies 
the  decided  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  ia  favour  of 
Mr.  Walker's  projection,  and  pronounces  the  most 
imequiyocal  encomium  on  his  abilities.'' 

Being  now  about  to  close  our  remarks  on  the  coun« 
try  about  Lynn,  it  may  be  here  noted,  in  r^^ard  to 
Marshland  and  the  fenny  parts  in  general,  that  so  little 
care  appears  to  have  been  taken  there  to  counteract,  or 
guard  against  the  natural  insalubrity  of  the  country,  and 
promote  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  that  not  a  few  of 
the  older  dwelling-houses,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
cottagers,  and  lower  classes,  have  their  floors  actually 
underground,  or  below  the  surface  of  the  land  on  the 
outside.  Thi$  can  be  said  to  iufnish  but  a  very  indif- 
ferent sample  or  specimen  of  the  boasted  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors.  Those  of  the  present  generation,  however, 
cannot  with  much  good  grace  blame  them  on  this  oc- 
casion, while  they  are  themselves  at  the  expence  and 
pains  of  keeping  up  and  repairing  those  same  unhealth 
ful  dwellings.  Our  new  houses  indeed  are  generally^ 
if  not  always  constructed  upon  a  much  better  plan;  and 
that  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  few  things  in  which  we 
appear  to  exceed  our  forefathers.  In  other  things 
we  certainly  fall  short  of  tliem,  and  act  onr  parts  much 
worse  than  they  would  have  done— even  so  much  worse, 
that  they  would  unquestionably  have  blushed  for,  and 
despised  us,  and  that  very  justly,  had  they  foreseen  some 
pf  our  recent  proceedings. 


End  of  Part  I, 
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PART  II. 


Of  the  origin  and  antiquity  of  Lynn,  with 
a  sketch  of  its  history  from  its  first  rise 
TO  THE  Norman  Conquest. 

CHAP.  I.  Of  Lynn  while  Britain  formed  a  part  of  the  Roman  Empire 

Section  I.  The  present  town^  or  borough  of  L^nn^ 
^f^^  great  antiquity^its  site  not  the  same  with  that 
uf  the  original  tozon^the  probable  site  of  the  latter^ 
mid  era  of  its  origin.         « 

What  is  now  called  Lynn^  Lynn  Regis^  or  the  JSo- 
rough  of  King's  Lynn^  is  generally  considered  as  a 
place  of  no  veiy  high  antiquity.  It  arose  probably 
during  the  Heptarchy,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  town^ 
though  not  built  on  the  same  spot,  and  must  soon  have 
become  a  place  of  no  small  cmisideration  in  the  king- 
dom of  the  East  Angles,  as  may  very  reasonably  be  con- 
cluded, from  the  convenience  of  its  situation  for  trade 
and  commerce.  We  hear  not  much  of  it,  however  till 
after  the  conquest,  when  it  presently  appears  as  a  place 
of  growing  ioiportance,  under  the  durection  and  manage- 
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ment  of  its  new  French  masters,  the  enterprising  com^ 
I  panions  and  agents  of  the  successful  Norman  adventurer, 
the  Bonaparte  of  the  eleventh  century. 

But  though  no  traces  can  be  discovered  of  the  exist* 
ance  of  a  town  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  prior  to 
the  time  of  the  heptarchy,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
there  was  a  town  on  the  opposite,  or  wesiem  side,  long 
anterior  to  that  periodL    That  town  has  not  yet  entirely 
disappeared.  It  may  still  be  recognized  in  the  little  vil- 
lage called  Old  Lyrm  ;  a  name  which  .plainly  indicates, 
that  the  original  town  must  hi^ve  stood  there.    It  is 
well  known  that  the  town  on  the  eastern  side  was  form- 
erly called  New  Lyrnij  or  rather  New  Lbn^  and  that 
the  other  was  thendiBtingnished  from  it  by  the  name  of 
Old  Len.    No  good  reason  can  be  assigned  for  this,  but 
that  the  latteir  was  the  original  town,  known  by  the  name 
of  Len  long  before  the  other  had  miy  extslence.     The 
attempt  made  by  Spelman,  Parkin,,  and  others  to  elude 
this  conclusion  is  weak  and  frivolous^     It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  there  ever  has  been  any  period,  since  the  east- 
ern, or  modern  town  existed,  when  the  inhabitants  did 
not  apply  the  name  of  Old  Len^  or  Old  Ltftm  to  the 
other.     There  can  therefore  be  no  manner  of  doubt, 
but  that  it  is  to  this  same  old  Lynn  we  are  to  look  for  the 
site  of  the  ancient  and  origiiral  town.     It  is  probable, 
indeed,  that  that  town  might  extend  much  nigher  to 
the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  present  town,  than  what 
the  village  of  Okl  Lynn  now  does,  ^  the  bed  of  the- 
river  was  formeriy  Tiary  narrow,  compared  with  what 
it  is  at  present;  and  the  waters  are  allowed  to  have  made 
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fkiDsidimJ^leeiicroacbments  On  the  western  shoi^^  Wheti^ 
and  by  whom  ihe  original  town  was  founded^  as  well 
as^  what  may  be  the  true  etymology^  or  real  meaning  of 
its  namci  are  points  that  are  involved  in  no  small  obscu-* 
rity^  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  very  easily  and  clearly 
settled,   at  ascertained.     It  seems,   howev^,  highly 
probable,  if  not  certain,  as  shall  be  shewn  by  and  by^ 
that  it  took  its  namie  from  its  marshy  situatimi,  and  waa 
founded  by  the  Romans,  at  the  time  when  they  tuider« 
took  to  drain  the  fen-coui^,  andrescue  Sfarshtand,  by 
strong  embankments,  from  the  power  and  ravages  of  the 
ocean.     It  may  also  pretty  safely  be  concluded,  that 
this  must  have  taken  place  within  the  first  century  of  the 
diristian  era,  and  probably  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  if 
not  in  that  of  Claudius.  *  The  foundation  of  Lynn  may 
therefore  be  considered  as  coeval  with  the  first  introduc- 
tion of  Christianity  into  this  island;  which  was  neai^ 
if  not  quite  1750  years  agoc  and  though  this  fixes  the 
origin  of  Lynn  at  a  pretty  remote  period,  and  much, 
beyond  what  has  hitherto  been  supposed,  yet  it  seenia 
to  be  supported  by  no  small  degree  of  probability^ 

2i> 


•  Ca^  Diflamu,  M  wt»  obieifH  ^befefty  wis  Ute' Roman  Procurt<« 
ftor  o'ver  the  profince  of  the  leeni  in  the  reign  of  Chmdius,  and  peTba|>f 
inltMtofNeio;  and  aeemt  to  have  been^  not  onlj  the  chief  cause  of 
Bo«idicea*t  levol^  by  his  brutal  treatment  of  her  and  her  daughter^ 
but  also  the  principal  director  of  the  canals^  embankments  and 
oiher  worki  and  tmprotements  then  carried  on  In  and  about  tfre  fens  -• 
SccaboTe^  PartL  Chap.  S.  Section  1. 
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Section  II.  A  short  digression  relating  toihefr A 
Introduction  of  Christianity  into  Britain-' Bardism. 

Having,  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  section,  sug- 
gested an  opini(Ni  that  the  origin  of  Lynn  ^as  coeval 
ivith  the  first  Introduction  of  Christianity  into  this  coun- 
try, it  will  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  any  way  impropery 
or  unacceptable  to  the  reader  to  ofier  here  a  few  obser- 
vations toward  ascertaining  the  time  when  the  last  men- 
tioned event  took  place,  especially  a  all  our  English 
writers  and  antiquaries  have  left  the  matter  very  much 
intbedark« 

Gildasy  a  writer  of  the  sixth  century,  and  (he  most 
ancient  of  all  our  British  historians,  states  that  the  Gos* 
pel  began  to  be  published  here  about  the  time  of  the  me- 
morable revolt  and  overthrow  of  the  Britons  under  Bo* 
adicea,"  which  happened  in  the  year  60  or  61,  and  was 
followed  by  a  long  interval  of  peace,  which  could  not 
fkil  of  proving  favourable  to  the  introduction  of  the  new 
religion  and  the  general  success  of  its  publishers.  Speak- 
ing of  the  said  revolt,  together  with  its  disastrous  ter- 
jnination  and  consequences,  Gildas  adds,  <4n  tliemean 
time,  Christ,  the  true  Sun,  afforded  his  rays,  that  is, 
the  knowledge  of  his  precepts,  to  this  Island,  benumbed 
with  extreme  cold,  having  been  at  a  great  distanoefir<Hn 
the  sun;,  ndt  the  sun  in  the  firmament,  but  the  eternal 
sun  in  heaven." 

This  account,  given  by  Gildas,  is  remarkably  corro- 
borated by  the  Triads  of  the  Isle  of  Britain,  which  arc 
ancient  British  documents  of  undoubted  cxedit,  though 
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bat  little  known.  *  From  them  we  learn  that  the  famous 
CaradoCj  or  Caractacusy  having  been  overthrown  in  the 
war,  and  afterwards  basely  betrayed  and  delivered  up 
to  the  Romans,  by   Aregwedd    Voeddig  (the   Cartis* 
numdua,  of  lloman  authors)  was,   together  with  his 
fether  Brdfiy  (or  Bremms)  and  whole  family,  carried 
captiYe  to  Rome,  about  the  year  53,  where  they  were 
detained  seven  years,  or  more.    At  that  time  Rome  en« 
joyed  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  Br&n  with  others 
of  the  fiunily  became  converts  to  the  christian  religion. 
After  the  expiration  of  their  captivity,  they  returned. 
home,  and  were  the  means  of  introducing  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ  among  their  countrymen:  on  which  ac* 
count)  Brfin  is  called,  one  of  the  three  holy  sovereigns, 
and  his  family,  one  of  the  three  holy  lineages  of  Britain. 
The  Triads  also  have  preserved  the  names  of  three  of 
the  primitive  christians  who  accompanied  Br&n  on  his 
retam  to  thb  country,  and  who  were  probably  the  very 
first  christian  ministers  that  ever  set  foot  on  this  island : 
cme  was  an  Israelite  o{  the  name  of  Hid;,  of  the  other 
two,  one  was  called  Cyndav,  and  the  other  ArwjfstH 
Hiny  or  Arwystli  the  aged,  f  This  account  b  very  ca* 
lious^  and,  in  all  probability,  authentic.  ^ 

S  D  8 

•  «Xhe  Trimds  ofihs  hU  •/  Britain,  are  tome  of  the  most  curio'js  an(| 
fumble  rragmeuU  prMert^  in  the  Welsh  language.  They  relate  to 
persons  and  etents,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  beginning  of  the  sq- 
fenth  century.^*— -*>Owen*s  preface  to  the  Works  oiLfyvjarch  Hem^ 

t  Supposed  to  be  the  ArittoMut  of  the  New  Testament, 

^  See  British  Archvology^  lately  publishedi  Als«  Owen^s  Qaoa* 
Mao  Biography* 
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When  BrSn  retun^e^  to  his  native  countij,  it  hat 
been  understood  that  some  ci  his  family  staid  behind 
and  settled  at  Rome.  Of  them  QaudiCy  mentioned, 
along  with  Pudens  and  Linus^  in  the  second  Epistle  to 
Timothy^  is  supposed  to  be  one,  and  the  ve^  same 
with  Claudia  the  wife  Pudens,  mentioi^  by  the  poet 
Martial,  who  lived  in  those  times,  and  who  cddtfcalei 
her,  in  his  Epigrams,  as  a  Briton  of  extraordinary 
beauty,  wit,  and  virtue.  To  this  it  has  indeedbeen  ob- 
jected, that  Martin,  living  in  i^e  reign  of  TVtganj  can* 
not  be  supposed  to  speak  of  Paul's  Claudia,  who  flour- 
{shed  in  the  reigns  oiQaiudius  and  Nero»  But  it  might 
be  urged  in  reply,  that  though  he  lived  in  Trajan's 
reign,  he  lived  also,  and  resided  at  Rome,  in  the  leigo 
of  Vespasian,  if  not  in  that  oiNeroi  and  the  Epigrama 
in  which  he  mentions  Claudia  might  be  written  in  his 
younger  years,  when  she  was  in  the  prime  and  bloom  of 
life.  Some  have  made  her  to  be  the  daughter  of  Co* 
ractacus^  which  seems  not  at  all  unlikely.  Pompcma 
Grascinay  the  wife  of  Aulus  Plautius,  Claudius'  Lieu- 
tenant,  and  the  first  Roman  Governor  here,  has  aba 
been  thought  a  Briton  an<)  a  chiistmn,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  British  Christians^  Tacitus  speaks  c^her  as  ao 
illustrious  lady,  but  accused  for  having  embraced  a 
strange  und  foreign  superstition;  %  and  though  he  says 
she  was  acquitted,  as  to  any  thing  immond,  yrt  he  re- 
presents her  as  leading  ever  after  a  ghomy  and  melan^ 
choly  kind  of  lifet  all  which  will  strictly  coincide  with 
the  idea  of  her  being  a  christian.  Tacitus  could  conceive 
c^fxpress  himself  no  otherwise  of  a  person  digsffy^ti'^g 

)  Aninl.  L  Id.  C.  S9« 
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from  his  own  piigan  tenets,  or  of  afeli^pn  disallowed 
bjthe Roman  law^  whidi  was  with  him  thestandard  of 
truth,  rectttude,  and  orthodoxy.  The  aboreaccusatioii 
and  trial  of  Pomponia  Grsecina  took  place,  it  seems, 
vfaile  Naro  and  Calphumus  Piso  were  Consuls,  and  af* 
tar  Panl  had  come  to  Rome  the  first  time,  and  therefore 
she  may  not  unreasonably  be  supposed  one  of  his  con« 
verts. 

Other  authorities  render  it  highly  probable,  tha(t  somf 
of  those  captives  had  embraced  Christianity  during'theii 
residence  at  Rome;  but  the  IHadsj  above-mentioned^ 
may  be  said  to  setUethe  point,  and  reduce  the  matter  ta 
a  certainty.  Thqr  were  documents  formed  on  purpose 
to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  memory  ofiemarkabb 
and  interesting  ev^its;  of  which  sort  may  justly  be  coa* 
sidered,  flie  conversion  of  Br&n  and  £unily,  aodtheix 
introducing  Christianity  into  this  island.  There  is  eve* 
ty  reason  toconclude,  that  the  religion  of  the  first  Brit- 
ish christians  was  venerably  rimple,  pure,  atid  perfect^ 
Vkt  what  appears  in  the  New  Testament,  and  very 
widdy^diflSsi^ent  fifom  that  of  the  men  of  the  present 
geneniti(m.  But  this  subject  'we  win  now  drop^  and 
resume  the  thread  of  tho  narrative.  ^  / 

*  Before  the  introductton  of  Christianity^  the  prevailing^  ami  ettab* 
Bdiedreligion  of  Britain  and  of  Gauly  was  Bardisnii  or  Droidism,  as  it 
b  more  commonly  called^  of  which  very  different  accounts  have  beei^ 
Kiven  by  different  authors.  According  to  our  best  informed  antiquari^ 
aad  most  competent  judges,  it  was  of  very  remote  if  not  of  patriarchal 
origin,  and  exhibited  for  no  short  period  a  most  strikingly  rational  9Xid 
venerable  appearance.  It  taught  the  existence,  unity,  spirituality,  and 
benevolenoe  of  the  Supreme  Being  ;  also  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state, 
of  providence,  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul :  but  it  taught  withil 
the  tnnsmigration  of  the  soul,  ^nd  even  the  final  salvation  of  the  whole^ 
hwaui  race,with  other  tenets  equally  grating  to  an  orthodox  ear.  It* 
todanjitntal  otject  »nd  pripciple  were  a  diligent  tearch  after  Initl^ 
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Section  III.  The  ancieta  history  of  Ia^  continued 
-^Ae  town  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by  a  colony  of 
foreigners^  introduced  by  the  Romans-'-^ymology  of 
its  name^mistakes  of  Camden^  Spelman^  Sfc.  pointed 
out. 

The  great  project  formed  by  the  Romans  of  embank* 
ing^  draining,  and  improving  these  fens  and  marshes, 
is  said  to  have  been  executed  by  a  foreign  colony,  * 

mnd  a  ri^4  adherence  to  justice  and  peace.  The  leligioui  Fonctioa- 
mriei  never  bore  armsy  nor  engaged  in  any  party  disputes.  They 
'wepa  employed  as  heralds  in  war^  and  so  sacred  were  their  per- 
sons considered,  ia  th^  o0loe  of  mediators,  that  they  passed  on-  . 
molested  through  hestile  countries,  and  even  appeared  in  the 
midst  of  battle,  to  arrest  the  arm  of  slaughter,  while  they  executed 
their  missions.  So  hx  they  appear  singularly  dignified  and  respectable ; 
but  this  did  not  always  continue— like  the  priests  of  other  professions, 
they,  in  time,  departed  from  their  original  principles,  and  introduced 
^rarioun  d^radi^  changes^  especially  among  the  Gauls*  In  Britain  the 
tystem  was  presenred  in  greater  purity :  hence  the  first  fiunilies  of  Gaul 
vent  their  children  hither  for  education,  as  Cesar  lestifies. 

We  ha?e  often  heard  Druidism  represented  as  a  monstroos  and  shock- 
ing system :  but  if  it  was  so,  it  must  have  been  in  its  corrupt,  and  not 
In  its  original  state.  Even  Christianity  itself,  in  a  corrupt  state,  bo- 
urnes an  object  equally  monstrous  and  shocking  ;  but  that  can  furnish 
mo  argument  agatinst  genuine  chrbtianity,  or  the  religion  of  the  New 
Testament.  As  to  the  Jmman  victims  which  the  Druids  are  said  to  have 
offered,  they  were,  it  seems,  chiefly  wudsfmctfs  x  in  that  Tiew  we 
may  be  said  to  have  our  hum^^i  Tictlms  too,  and  that  in  ikr  greater 
numbers  probably,  than  those  of  the  D  ruids .  Our  executions  are  Tcry 
frequent,  a^d  the  victims  we  thus  offer  up  are  mor4  numerous  than  in 
mny  other  country  we  know  of.  These  victims  we  oQer  up  to  law  and 
justice,  but  they  art  very  few  compared  with  the  myriads  upon  myria  ds 
we  have  offered  on  the  altar  of  injustice,  persecution,  ambition,  and  foUy. 
*  Badeslade,  §.  3.  page  15  — — <Coloniz  ing  was  an  essential  branch  of 
the  Roman  policy  in  conquered  countries,  and  it  is  likely  that  such  an 
important  undertaking  as  that  of  recovering  and  improving  these  fer« 
tile  parts,  would  be  by  them  committed  tocobnists,suchas  theymifht 
introduce  from  Belgium,  who  must  from  their  habits  tnd  emj^oy- 
nent  at  home,  be  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  t  ask — Circumstances  ate 
lead  us  to  think,  that  the  work  was  begun  here,  which  being  nighest 
the  inhabited  parts,  seems  to  have  been*the  right  eod^  wbe^c 
sei)se  would  dictate  that  it  should  commence. 
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brcHight  over  and  settled  here  for  that  purpose,  but, 
without  doubt,    po^vrerfuUy  assisted   by  the  natives. 
This  colony  is  presumed  to  have  been  of  Batavian  or 
Belgic  origin ;  for  where  could  the  Romans  have  found 
a  people  so  fit  fi>r  their  purpose  as  among  the  inhabitants 
d  a  country  that  so  much  resemble  this,  and  who  must 
have  been,  while  at  home,  habituated  to  the  work  in 
which  they  were  here  to  be  employed  ?    The  vicinity  of 
those  countnes  to  this,  and  their  then  subjection  to  the 
Romans,  may  be  considered  as  further  corroborating/ this 
q>inion.     From  the  exposed  situation  of  Marshland, 
and  its  lying  next  to  the  inhabited  part  of  the  country, 
it  may  very  reasonably  be  supposed,  that  these  colonists 
would  begin  their  work  there,  and  even  on  its  eastern 
side,  about  where  Lynn  now  stands :  and  as  they  would 
immediately  want  habitations,  it  is  very  natural  to  cod« 
dude,  that  the  town  of  Old  Len,  or  Lynn,  was  built 
for,  or  by  them,  and  that  they  were  the  very  peopW 
that  gave  it  its  name.    These  conclusions  appear  re- 
markably countenanced  and  supp(»ted  by  that  very 
name  itself;  for  LEN,  in  the  Celtic  (^or  BelgiO'CeUicl 
dialect,  or  language,  is  said  to  agnify  a  Fen,  Morass, 
ix  Marsh,  f  L£N,  therefore,  as  they  applied,  or  used 
the  word  here,  might  mean  a  town  by  a  mcnrass,  tho 
town  in  the  marsh,  or  the  chief  town  and  mother  town 
of  Marshland  and  the  Fens.    This  seems  to  be,  by  &r, 
the  most  tenable  and  satb&ctory  explanation  of  the  name 
of  this  ancient  town,  that  has  ever  yet  been  oflbred  or 
^iggested. 

t  Stlen.    VUIafe  au boid  d*im  Maiaif.    Sal>  bord;  l^gk,  SMiaii. 
MaBat^  MmwitStrUUMgui  CdiifUi,    Tom.  1.  p.  196. 
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Camdm  derives  the  name  of  Lynn  firom  tbe  British 
woidLlyn^  vkich  signifies  a  take;  but  circtunstances 
do  not  at  aH  support  that  idea.    Theie  was  ancientlj 
at  Lynn  no  very  large  cottectlons  of  waters:  its  Terj 
river  was  incOnsiderabie^  cotisb^ing  only  of  flie  water 
of  the  Liah  Ouse^  and  the  Wissf^^  together  with  that 
of  the  Nar,  at  Setch  river,  formerly  caHed  Len^  and 
sometimes  Strndringkam  Ed.  %  The  very  haii)oilr  also, 
for  many  ages,  was  remsurkaibly  narrow.    As  to  iht  wa* 
ters  below,  in  the  roads,  it  is  very  ttnlikdy  that  the 
Britons  should  cdi  them  Uj/n^  f  i.e.  Lake^jB,  name  which 
they  never  appear  to  have  given  to  siiMIar  coueCtionM 
of  water:  but  if  we  were  to  admit,  fltait  they  actually 
gave  that  name  to  Oie$e  waters,  sliil  it  Would  seem  ex- 
ceedingly improbable,  that  this  place  should  derive  its 
name  from  thenee,  aiiy  moi^e  thaii  lUsingj  or  other 
towns  that  are  situaled  near  to  (he  Bke  estui^es,  or 
armsoftlie  sea.     Spclmah's  Conjectures  onthispolot 
are  weaker  and  more  Ontenable  still.    He  wovAd  have 
the  name  to  be  derivted  from  the  Saxon  Lasriy  or  JLean^ 
signifying,  as  he  says,  a  fartn,  or  ieiHire  in  fee/  bat 
which  sense,  acc<^ing  to 'if£dl:^,  is  unusual:  nor  is  it 
likely,  as  Gough  has  observed,  that  this  tenure  should 
be  more  particutari:^  liefe  than  ebewUeie.  *  £qualty 
Aitile  is  what  h^  ftirther  adVahces,  ^that  XeTT  is  Saxon 
for  cfaurch^land ;    whence  Ter  Umy   m  Weldi,   id 
church-Iamd :''  vdiich  is  most  strangely  cohfouAding 
those  two  languages,  as  if  the  one  had  sprtmg^from  the 
other.    Nor  is  it  strictly  true,  that  Ter  llenih  webh 

X  J^,  is  tifo  said  to  luTe  been  anotW  of  its  nimes. 
•  Set  Gough^s  EdtOon  of  C^mden^s  Brtttntaiia; 
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means  church'Umd^  \)r  even  that  there  is  such  a  welsh 
word  in  being.  Tir  llan  might,  indeed,  have  such  a 
meaning,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  ever  used  Jn  that 
sense.  Uen  or  Ueen^  in  that  language,  means  liter aturcy 
and  not  church ;  and  as  an  adjective,  it  means  literary^ 
scholastic^  or  clerical;  whence  gajyr  Uetiy  or  lleen,  sig- 
nifies the  clergj/j  as  gwyr  llej/g,  or  Uet/gion  does  the 
kdty.  But  all  this  can  make  nothing  tor  Spelman's 
point,  and  it  must,  of  course,  fall  to  the  ground. -rThat 
Lynn  ever  went  by  the  name  Maidenburgj  from  saint 
Margaret  the  virgin,  seems  to  be  another  of  the  idle 
Ivhimsies  of  dreaming  antiquarians.  Of  all  such 
dreamers  none  perhaps  ever  exceeded  Parkin^  the  conti- 
nuator  of  Blomefield  the  Norfolk  historian:  whenever 
he  b  at  a  loss  for  the  etymology  of  the  name  of  any 
town  or  village,  he  generally  refers  to  the  British^  and 
pretends  to  explain  it  accordingly.  Never  is  he  more 
ready  or  flippant  than  when  speaking  of  the  significatioa 
of  British  words;  of  which,  at  the  same  time,  he  knew 
nothing  at  all. 


'  Section  IV.  Lynn  the  mother ^tcwn  of  the  Fens^fur^ 
ther  account  of  its  supposed  founders  and  original  inha* 
bitantS'-remarkable  works  executed  by  them — great  im* 
pravers  of  the  country ^the  account  continued  to  the 
extinction  of  the  Roman  power. 

L»ynn,  as  has  been  already  suggested,  was,  in  all 
probability,  the  very  first  town  built  by  the  above  men- 
tioaed  colonists,  and  so  the  mother  town  of  that  exten- 

2  £ 
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sive  country,  which  (hey  were  the  means  of  recoveiing', 
improving,  and  securing  from  the  annoyance  of  the  salt 
and  stagnant  waters.  Being  their  original  dwelling 
place,  it  may  naturally  be  supposed,  that  it  would  con- 
tinue afterward  to  be  their  principal  liabitation  or  settle- 
ment, dthough  in  the  progress  of  their  work,  and  as 
they  advanced  farther  on,  other  dwellings  and  villages 
-would  of  course  be  constructed  and  inhabited.  Consi- 
dering these  people  as  originally  from  Belgium  or  Bata^ 
via,  than  which  nothing  is  more  likely,  it  may  from 
thence  be  inferred,  that  the  intercourse  between  Lynn 
and  the  Low  Countries  must  have  been  of  very  early 
origin.  Some  connection  or  traffick  between  these  colo- 
nists and  their  mother  country  may  fairly  be  supposed 
to  have  commehced  from  their  very  first  settlement  here« 
so  that  the  tirade  and  ihtei'course  between  Lynn  and  th« 
Netherlands  may  be  cbncluded  to  be  now  of  above  seven- 
teen hundred  years  standing. 

Those  industrious  colonists  seem  not  to  have,  in 
the  least,  disappointed  the  hopes  or  expectations  of  their 
employers.  They  appear  to  have  carried  on  and  exe- 
cuted the  work  witli  great  diligence,  skill,  and  success. 
It  is  probable,  as  before  hinted,  that  they  began  on  the 
eastern  side  of  MEurshknd,  (that  beiiig^nighest  the  habi- 
table or  Inhabited  part  of  the  country,  and  where  also 
their  first  town  or  settlement  woukl  naturally  be  en  cted) 
and  from  thence  extended  their  labours  to  \V  isbeach, 
and  so  on  to  the  Marshes  of  ilolland,  in  Lincolnshire, 
and  other  parts  of  the  country  which  they  were  to  reco* 
ver  and  improve.     The  Banks  which  they  constructed 
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in  their  progress  were  large,  high,  and  firm,  and  such 
as  effectually  secured  the  country  from  the  incursion 
and  depredation  of  the  sea.  They  are  still  known,  in 
roost  places,  and  even  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Ouse 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Lynn,  by  the  name  of  the  Roman 
Books.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  they  were  less  judicious 
or  successful  in  their  atteiupts  to  drain  and  improve  the 
parts  which  ih%f  had  so  well  and  effectually  rescued 
from  the  Ocean's  destructive  power;  for  by  accounts 
handed  down  from  ancient  writers,  it  would  seem  that 
the  country  whlthin  4  their  banks,  at  least  a  great  part 
of  it^  was  soon  brought  to  an  admirable  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, improvement,  and  fertility,  like  another  paradise^ 
and  remained  so  for  many  ages.  * 

Even  roadsy  ot  considerable  length  and  width,  appear 
to  have  been  made  by  the  same  people  in  this  new  re- 
covered and  marshy  country,  constructed  of  gravel  of 
no  small  depth  and  breadth,  and  formed  in  a  most  mas- 
terly manner:  of  whicli  that  leading  from  Denver  to 
Peierbot^ghy  or  rather,  perhaps,  to  Castor j  or  Cats'- 
ier  in  Northamptonshire,  is  a  most  remarkable,  and 
very  striking  instance.  This  road,  according  to  Dug^ 
dale  (as  has  been  aUepdy ^observed  in  the  IfUrodudion} 
was  composed  of,jfavel,  three  feet  deep,  and  sixty 
wide :  at  pres^fJR^  ir  is  said  to  be  covered  with  a  moor-* 
ish  soil,  from  three  to  five  feet  thick.  The  constructing 
of  such  a  road,  ami  carrying  it  for  so  many  miles, 
through  a  country  almost  totally  destitute  of  gravel, 
stone,  or  any  other  materials  proper  for  road-making, 
2  E  2 

*  Henry  of  HuzUlngdony  WtUiim  ofMidiiitburyy  Du^alt,  Sec. 
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which  must  therefore  have  been  procured  from  a  Tatt 
distance,  and  with  immenfse  labour  and  difficulty,  must 
have  been  a  very  extraordinary  and  stupendous  achieve- 
ment.    In  comparison  with  which,  how  puny  are  the 
efforts  and  performances  of  our  modem  adventurers,  or 
commissioners  of  roads,  in  this  flat  country !  A  proof  of 
this  we  have  in  the  great  Tunipike  Road  that  leads  from 
Si.  Crermah's  to  Wisbeach^  where  attempts  have  been 
making  now  for  some  years  \o  cover  it  with  gravel,  but 
hitherto  with  no  very  great  effect.    At  any  rate,  it  must 
appear,  that  those  ancient  Colonists,  introduced  by  the 
Komans,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  and  improving 
this  great  fen-country,  were  eminently  qualified  for  the 
work  in  which  they  were  employed,  and  ought  to  be  sUU^ 
held  in  grateful  remembrai^ce  by  the  good  people  of  £ng- . 
land,  especially  those  of  Marshland  and  the  Fens,  and 
esteemed  among  their  yery  best  benefactors. — The  merit 
of  those  works  and  improvements,  however,  should  not 
be  all  ascribed  to  them:  the  RamanSy  who  introduced, 
employed,  and  makitained  them,  and  who  projected  the^ 
undertaking,  should  b^  allowed  some  share  of  it/  Nov 
are  the  natively  or  Britons,    who  laboriously,  power* 
fully,  and  e^ectually  assisted  in  carrying  on  those  works 
and  improvements,  to  be  entirely  overlooked  or  forgot- 
ten on  this  occasion.     The  latter  are  said  to  have  bome 
so.large  a  share  in  those  laborious  undertakings,  as  to 
pccosion  very  serious  complaints  and  remonstrances  bam 
some  of  their  countrymen  to,  and  against  the  Romans,  as 
having  cruelly  e:i^hausted  their  strength,  by  the  exces* 
sive'hardships  and  fatigues  they  had  been  obliged  to  un- 
dergo in  that  servicd;,    Nor  is  thi^  at  ftU  incredible ^  fof 
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the  Romans  are  known  to  have  been  often  very  unfeel- 
ing, severe,  and  cruet  task-masters  to  the  nations  they 
had  subdued.  If  the  country  was  improved  it  was  al- 
ways at  the  expense  of  the  sweat  and  treasure,  and  not 
unfirequently  of  the  groans  and  lives  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  improvements  begun  in  and  about  the  fens,  as 
well  as  in  other  p^rts  of  the  country,  were  probably  iu 
some  measure  attended  to  during  the  whole  continuance 
of  the  Roman  power  in  this  island.  On  the  decline  of 
that  power,  and  especially  after  the  departure  of  (he 
Roman  legions,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  were 
neglected  and  relinquished,  The  grievous  and  cala- 
mitous scenes  which  then  ensued,  would  leave  no 
room  or  opportunity  for  such  pursuits  as  could  be  attend* 
ed  to  only  in  the  happy  seasons  of  internal  tranquil-  . 
Kty. 

Although  we  have  considered  the  original  inhabitantu 
of  Lynn,  Marshland,  and  the  Fens,  as  consisting  for 
the  most  part  of  colonists  from  the  continent^  we  are 
probably  not  warranted  to  conclude,  that  they  were 
in  fact,  a  Roinan  Colony,  or  invested  with  the  rights 
and  immunities  of  Roman  citizei^.  It  ^lay,  however, 
be  very  reaapnably  supposed,  tl^at  they  were  favoured 
with  some  particular  privileges,  to  which,  indeed,  they 
appear  to  have  been  very  justly  entided.  But  whate- 
Ter  they  might  be,  it  is  not  likely  that  tJiey  enjoyed  them 
for  any  great  len^h  of  time  after  the  dissolution  of  thq 
Roman  government  here:  the  country  then  soon  fell  a 
prey  to  foreign  and  merciless  invaders,  and  every  thin^ 
ym  invplved  ill  universal  confusion  and  ruin. 
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CHAP.    II. 


'  On  the  immediato  consequences  ofthe  abdication  of  tbe  country  b7 
«tie  Romms^  and  the  probable  £»te  of  Lynn. 

Section  I.  Character  of  the  Anglo-Saxons^  with 
general  observations  on  the  invasion  and  conquest  of  this 
counlry  by  them^  and  their  barbarous  treatment  of  the 
inhabitants. 

The  Saxons,  ^ho  soon  succeeded  the  Romans  in  the 
possession  of  this  country,  were  never  very  remarkable 
for  forming  and  encouraging  projects  of  improvement, 
or  for  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace.  They  were,  indeed 
a  very  different  sort  of  people  from  the  others,  ainl 
possessed  all  their  bad  qualities  without  any  of  their 
good  ones.  They  had  long  been  distingabhed  as  a 
fierce  and  lawless  race^  a  nation  of  pimtes,  and  free- 
booters, like  the  modem  Algierines,  whose  chief  de- 
light  consisted  in  predatory  expeditions,  and  all  man- 
ner of  acts  of  violence  and  brutality,  which  passed  with 
them  for  national  virtue,  patriotism,  and  military  glory. 

Long  before  they  had  effected  any  setflem^t  in  Bri« 
iaiui  they  josed  to  make  frequent  descents  upon  the 
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coast,  particularly  that  of  Norfolk,  Suffdk,  and  Essex. 
To  guard  against  which,  the  Romans  not  only  kept  a 
fleet  cruising  in  these  seas,  but  also  built  a  chain  of 
forts  in  the  most  convenient  places,  -which  they  had  well 
garrisoned.  These  forts  were  nine  in  number,  and  ex- 
tl^nded  from  Brancastet  to  Yarmouth,  and  thence  down 
a  considerable  way  along  the  coast;  and  (as  was  before 
observed)  the  troops  here  stationed,  a  good  part  of 
which  consisted  of  cavalry,  were  under  the  command  of 
an  officer  called.  The  Count  of  the  Saxon  shore.  This 
provision,  or  precaution,  however,  proved,  too  often, 
but  a  very  imperfect  security  against  the  sudden  inroads 
of  those  ancient  and  daring  marauders.  * 

*  The  Saxons,  at  before  hinted^  were  long  distingubhed  from  other 
nations  for  their  piratical  propensities,  and  predatory  ad?entures,  aar 
well  as  for  the  success  that  generally  attended  their  (kfourite  operations. 
It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  iftheir  neighbours  would  by  degrees  be- 
come attached  tq  similar  pursuits:  and  that  it  did  so  happen  is  unde- 
niable."ln  the  ninth  century  (says  a  respectable  historian)  it  was  an 
esta.blisbed  custom  in  the  North,  that  all  the  tons  of  ki»gs  except  thm 
eldest,  should  be  furnished  with  ships  properly  equipped.  In  order  to 
carry  on  the  dangerous,  but  not  dishonourable  profession  of  piracy/,— - 
So  reputable  was  the  pursuit,  that  parents  were  even  anxious  to  compel 
their  children  into  that  desperate  and  detestable  occupation.  By  an 
extraordinary  enthusiasm  for  which,  they  would  not  suffer  their  chil- 
dren to  inherit  the  wealth  which  they  had  gained  by  it.  It  was  their 
practice  to  command  their  gold,  silver,  and  other  property  to  be  buried 
with  them,  [see  Turner's  History  of  the  Anglo  Saxons,  and  Edinburgh 
Rericw  No.  6.  p.  d68]»Here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that 
what  determined  the  Saxons  to  piratical  enterprises  was  a  most  dariag, 
singular,  and  memorable  atchievement  of  a  numerous  body  of  their  neigh- 
boqrs  and  allies  the  Fran<^  whom  the  emperor  Probus  had  transported 
(rum  their  own  country,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  distant  shores 
of  the  Euxine,  with  a  view  of  weakening  the  strength  of  that  warlike 
natioo,  which  was  so  very  formidable  to  the  neighbouring  Roman  pro- 
vinces. These  exiles,  though  removed  to  a  country  not  inferior  to  their 
own,  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  seeing  their  native  land  no  more.  There 
U  what  may  be  called  a  law  of  nature,  which  attaches  us  to  the  region 
where  we  first  drew  our  breath,  or  spent  our  chtldiih  and  youth.'ul 
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Of  all  the  nations  of  tlie  north,  the  Saxons  Appear  lo 
hare  been  the  most  barbarous  and  most  sanguinaiy.  ,The 
Francs^  who  conquered  Gaul,  -were  a  civilized  people 

days,  and  which  makes  it  oflett  fnost  painful  to  think  of  being  for  CTer 
separated  from  it.  So  it  seems  to  hare  been  with  those,  exiled  Franef. 
Unable  t  j  bear  the  thought  of  a  perpetual  separation  from  their  kin* 
dred  and  native  country,  they  seized  the  earliest  opportunity  of  aban- 
doning their  appointed  settlement,  and  regainini;  what  appeared  to 
them  the  sweetest  blessings  of  life.  ''They  possessed  themseWesof 
thany  ships,  iind  formed  the  astonishing  plan  of  .tail!  ng  back  to  the  Rhine. 
Who  wrue  their  pilots,  or  how  they  conceived,  in  their  untutored 
minds,  the  possibility  of  a  project  so  intricate,  and,  for  such  barbarians, 
so  sublime,  has  not  been  revealed  to  us.  Its  novelty  and  magnanimity 
ensured  it  success.  They  ravaged  Asia  and  Greece;  not  for  saiety 
merely,  but  revcnge'and  plunder  were  alse  their  objects.  Landing  kk 
.Sicily,  they  attacked  and  ravaged  Syracuse  with  great  slaughter.  They 
carried  their  triumphant  hostility  to  seve  Jil  districts  of  Africa,  and  sail- 
ing adventurously  to  Europe,  they  concluded  their  insulting  and  pros- 
perous voyage  by  reaching  in  safety  their  native  shores.*'  This  amaz- 
ing enterprize  discovered  to  them  and  their  neighboui^,  that  from  the 
Rnman  colonies  a  rich  harvest  of  spoil  might  be  gleaned  by  those  who 
would  seek  for  it  at  sea.  They  had  desolated  every  province  almost 
witl^impunity }  they  had  pitmder  to  display,  which  must  have  fired  the 
avarice  of  every  ne^dy  spectator;  they  had  acquired  skill,  which  they 
who  joined  th'^m  mig|it  sotVi  inherit;  and  perhaps  the  same  adventurers, 
embarking  again  with  new  followers,  evinced  by  fresh  booty  the  prac- 
ticability  of  similar  attem[)ts."— -The  Saxons,  then  inhabiting  the 
parts  about  the  Elbe  and  Heligoland,  are  supposetl  to  be  among  the 
first  to  emulate  the  exploits  nf  the  returned  exiles  «- Thus  originated 
that  system  of  piracy  by  which  the  northern  nations  were  so  long  dis- 
tinguished, and  for  which  the  Saxons  v^re  for  many  ages  des^vedly 
in&mous.  They  became  by  degrees  so  powerful  and  formidable  by  set, 
like  the  modern  English,  that  some  of  the  competitors  for  the  Roman 
imperial  dignity  actually  formed  alliances  with  them,  i# order  to  insurw 
their  own  success.— >Like  ourselves,  and  perhaps  with  equal  justice,  they 
seemed  to  aim  at  the  sovereignty  of  the  ocean:  but  among  all  their 
deeds  of  infamy,  it  is  doubtflil  if  any  one  of  them  ever  exceeded  in 
baseness  and  atrocity  our  own  late  memorable  expedition  to  Copenhagen* 
though  conducted  by  such  as  made  pretension  even  to  piety  and  evan- 
gel  ism,  which  indeed  but  rendered  it  the  more  detestable.—In 
vain  we  look  to  Algiers  and  Tunis  for  more  flagitious  or  fouler  deeds. 
[Sec  Hei/fri^iPt  Outliaes  of  a  Poiilica/ survey  of  tkt  Ettgtuk  JUaek  om  Dtn^ 
OTdrA.— -and  for  an  account  of  the  expedition  of  the  Francs,  and  the 
Saxon  and  northern  piracies,  see  Turner^  as  before  ] 
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tcmipated  >rt(h  tbem.  Of  tbe  use  of  letters  they  ^ef0 
totallj  ignorant.  All  knowledge  that  had  not  some  affi- 
nity with  |Hracy,  or  tendency  to  improve  their  system 
of  rapine  and  devastation,  was  by  them  held  in  the  ut- 
most contempt  and  abhor^nce.  Gildas^  who  was  bom 
but  a  few  years  after  their  arrival  in  this  country,  de- 
scribes them  as  a  most  fierce  and  detestable  people/'a 
nation  odious  both  to  God  andnmn.''  %  They  were  in- 
Tited  here  to  assist  tne  inhabitants  in  opposing  the  incur-' 
aioDsof  the  Ptcf^  and  Scots;  but  they  soon  turned  theic 
aims  against  their  infatuated  employers,  and  convert- 
ed the  war  into  a  system  of  extermination* 

Their  countrymen  on  the  continent  long  retained  the 
original  character  of  their  nation*    During  many  agea 
ihey  continued  preeminent  for  their  bloodthirsty  di^o- 
lition  and  savage  manners.  Charlemagne  subdued  them^ 
afier  a  thirty  years  war,  and  forced  them  to  become  con« 
verts  to  his  Christianity,  and  submit  to  baptism ;   but 
their  ferocity  he  did  not  subdue,  nor  had  their  conver« 
lion  any  efiect  towards  humanizing -them.    They  were^ 
however^  called  christians:  which  was  Uke  calling  evil^ 
good,  or  Satan,  an  angel  of  light.    These  Saxon  chria* 
tians,  in  the  twe)jfth  century,  quarrelled  with  the  Venedf^ 
a  neighbouring  nation,  because  they  objected  against 
embracing  their  Christianity,  and  refused  to  renounce 
their  own  paganism,  which  they  seemed  to  prefer,  for 
its  cheapness.    The  former  they  found  to  be  an  institu- 
tion attended  with  an  expenqe  which  they  could  but  ill 
anppcwt.    Bishq^cs  were  to  be  erected,  wUh  large  reve« 

2  F 
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tiues^  Monastariestobe^ndQwedi  andanammaltribatef 
under  the  name  of  tithes,  to  be  paid  by  the  whole  conn« 
try.  Against  this  the  Veuedi  remonstrated,  tp  Ber^ 
nard  Duke  of  Saxony >  the  christian  champion.  The/ 
protested  that  they  were  very  poor,  and  unable  to  bear 
ai)y  heavy  burden,  such  as  providing  for  the  mainte^ 
nance  of  priests,  and  especially  for  the  dignity  and  pa^ 
ra^e  of  mitred  prdates ;  that  they  ijrere  fidly  determined 
to  suffer  :\ny  extrenii^y>  ^ven  to  abaMilon  their  ooantr)r 
and  state,  rather  than  submit  to  so  tyiannioal  an  op- 
pression. This  firm  opposition  of  theirs  to  the  will  of 
the  christian  potentate,  or  rather  the  Saxon  tyrant,  in- 
volved them  in  a  long  and  bloody  war,  the  final  issue 
of  which  was,  their  utter  extirpation,  by  Henry  Duke 
of  Saxony,  sumamedthe  Lion,,  the  great  champion  of 
the  church  on  that  occasion.  The  cruelty  with  which 
lie  disgraced  his  victory,  wasJ  horrible.  Few  revolu- 
tions in  history-wcrc  attciided  with  such  circumstances  of 
barbarity,  or  proved  sodestruc(ive  to  the  ancient  inha-. 
bitants.  *  Even  Charlemagne,  ailer  he  had  subdued  the 
Saxons,  by  a  long  and  bloody  war,  did  not  attempt  to 
destroy  their  whole  race^  but  only  transplanted  a  part, 
and  the  remainder  he  endeavoured  to  reconcile  to  his 
empire  by  tlie  establishment  of  his  christiaiuty.  But  the 

*  Henry  the  Lion,  the  prime  actor  in  these  brutsl  proceedio^,  WM 
another  time  affronted  by  the  inhabitants  o^  Bardmuic^  one  of  the  Iarges)t 
cities  of  Germany )  for  whidi  he  stormsd  it,  and,' except  nine  churches. 
left  not  one  stone  on  another.  N»  wonder  tiiat  he  is  said  to  have  beea] 
iiniTersally  dreaded.  He  afterward  quarrelled  wit^  the  emperor  Frede- 
ric Btrbarossay  but  there  he  was  overmatched,  and  expelled  from  Ger- 
many. He  then  took  refuge  with  Yyis  wife  Matilda,  at  tl^e  court  of  our 
Henry  11,  his  father-in-law.  He  wts  afterward  restored  to  his  heredi- 
tary domains  only,  Brunswick  and  Lunenburgh,  to  which  august 
and  illustrious  house  hfB  belonged*    [Nugent     ■  Petit  Andrews-^, 
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Saxons,  by  fat  more  cruel  than  the  Francs,  vtcrt  of  all 
conquerors  the  most  destructive,  extending  the  utmost 
rigour  of  the  svrord  against  those  who  dared  to  contend 
with  them  for  liberty  or  empire.  ^^In  the  same  feroci- 
ous manner,  (sajrs  the  bisloriany  their  ancestors  somo 
centuries  before  had  behaved  in  Britain,  where  (hey  ei^ 
ther  massacred  or  expelled  the  greatest  part  of  the  na-* 
lives,  who  had  invited  them  over  tof  their  assistance* 
None  of  the  other  nations  that  overran  tlic  Roman  £m« 
pire  behaved  with  such  cruelty  to  the  conqoered  inha- 
bitants, ojr  Wire  inflamed  with  such  rancour  and  animo- 
tity,  as  to  s^ttempt  to  convert  those  provinces  into  deserts. 
The  Goths,  the  BUrgandians,  the  Lombards,  instead 
of  massacring  the  Romans  in  cold  blood,  and  endea« 
vouring  to  extirpate  their  whole  race,  enacted  very  just 
laws  in  favour  of  those  people,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  R(Hnans  and  those  fierce  barbarians,  their  conquer* 
ors,  were  considered  in  the  same  light  as  fellow  citizens* 
Theodarick  king  of  Italy,  a  Gothic  prmce,  upon  sending 
an  army  into  Gaid,  makes  use  of  these  words  to  his  ge* 
neral,  which  deserve  to  be  inscribed  on  pillars  of  brass^ 
^^Let  othq^  kings  delight  in  the  j^undcr  and  dev^tstation 
of  the  towns  thlsy  have  subdued;  we  are  desirous  to  con- 
quer in  such  a  manner,  that  our  new  subjects  shall  la* 
ment  their  havinig  fidlen  too  late  under  our  government.'* 
*  How  much  happier  had  it  been  for  the  Britons  to  have 
been  invaded  by  Theodcnriek  than  by  the  Saxonst 

From  the  above  account  of  the  character  of  the  ancient 
2  F  S 
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Saxomr^  one  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  pretty  ju^  but 
ihockiog  idea  of  the  miseries  in  which  they  involved  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  thoee  of  Lynn 
and  its  vicinity  among  the  rest.     The  exterminating 
war  which  they  here  waged,  and  the  horrid  devas* 
tation  which  attended  their  successful  progress^  hav« 
been  recorded  by  Gildas^  who  himself  lived  at  Uiat  event- 
ful period,  and  must  have  been  an  eye-vritness  io  no 
small  pcNTtion  of  Uie  direful  events  which  he  describes. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  tragical  description  he  gives  of 
the  diabolical  and  destructive  operations  of  those  brutal 
invaders.    He  represents  the  whole  country,  and  espe- 
cially the  western  parts,  near  to  which  he  chiefly  resided, 
as  entirely  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword,  and  the  in- 
habitants massacred  whereever  they  could  be  found. 
Of  the  wretched  remnailt,  some  fled  to  foreign  countries, 
others  retired  to  the  mountains,  or  hid  themselves  in  de« 
serts  and  iiEtttnesses,  where,  however,  they  could  not 
long  remain :— drawn  forth  by  the  pressing  calls  of  hunger 
and  femine,  multitudes  were  forced  to  surrender  to  the 
merciless  foe,  bq;glng  that  their  lives  might  be  spared, 
on  the  abject  and  miserable  condition  of  submitting  to 
perpetual  slavery.    Even  of  these  not  a  few  appear  to 
have  been  instantly  consigned  to  destruction.  +  Others, 
however,  were  spared ;  and  from  them,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, sprung  the  Serviy  <Mr  slaves,  with  which  the  count 
tr^  aboupded  for  many  ages  after,  j:  Some  of  the  wretch^ 

t  pildas,  as  before,  zxiT,  ^xw» 

X  They  are  mentioned  in  Domesday,  and  by  many  of  our  ^ppffva* 
phical  writf  rty  without  attempting  to  account  for  their  origin.  Their 
^Qditi«9  seemed  as  i^e^l  as  that  of  our  modem  West  lodin  Nogroei^ 
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ed  inbabitants  wore  so  fortunate  as  to  make  their  escape 
to  their  countrymen,,  either  in  fValesy  or  in  Devon  and 
Camwaiy  or  else  in  Cumberland  and  the  nonhern  parte, 
ivhere  they  made  a  noble  stand,  and  long  maintained 
their  liberty  and  independence^ 


Section  II.  Of  the  Angles,  from  whom  EngHmdy  and 
the  English  kmguage  derive  their  names^^key  seize  an 
the  parts  about  Lj/nn^  qnd  the  whole  province  of  the 
ancient  Jceni,  which  receives  the  denomination  of  East 
AngUa,  and  forms  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  heptarchy 
'^revival  of  Lynn  in  the  mean  time^with  remarks  on 
the  atljacent  eountrjf. 

Those  Saxon  conquerors  of  our  island  consisted  of  dif« 
ferent  dans,  or  tribes,  one  of  which  went  by  the  name 
of  Angles;  and  though  they  are  not  generally  supposed 
to  have  composed  the  principal  or  most  numerous  part 
of  the  inyaders,  jret  it  so  happened,  that  the  whole  of 
the  conquered  country  and  also  the  language  of  its 
new  inhabitants  took  their  names  from  them.  They  took 
possession  of  the  ancient  countiy,  or  province  ^the 

We  seldom  bear  of  them  after  the  bloody  contest  between  the  rival 
hogtes  of  York  and  Lancaster,  which  proved  to  them,  it  seems,  a  most 
beneficial  contest,  as  it  occasioned  their  emancipation,  in  order  the 
man  easily  to  recruit  the  contending  armies.  As  the  lust  of  Henry 
VIII.  proved  fiittyurable  to  the  success  of  the  refomution,  so  the  ambi« 
Hon  of  those  rival  bouses,  provedj  it  seems,  Qo  leu  so  to  tl^e  inanu* 
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Iceni,  and  there  founded  the  kingdom  of  East  Anglia, 
or  of  the  East  Angles,  comprehending  the  present  cT>un- 
ties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon, 
NVrhich  made  some  figure  among  its  sister  kingdoms  ia 
the  time  of  the  Heptarchy.  The  kingdom  of  Mercia 
and  that  of  Northumberland  also,  it  seems^  \yere  inba* 
bited  by  the  same  people. 

Of  Lynn,  during  that  dark  and  disastrous  period,  no 
account  has  been  preserved.  It  was  probably  destroyed 
by  those  merciless  invaders,  during  their  long  and  bloody 
contest  with  tiie  ill  feted  natives,  along  with  many  other 
towns,  all  over  the  conntry,  which  certainly  metth^ 
mneftte.  *  Atwhat|imeit  revived,  or  rose  again  in» 
to  existence,  is  no  where  recorded.  But  from  the  con* 
venience  and  advantage  of  its  situation  it  may  be  sup- 
posed to  have  done  so  pretty  soon  after  the  government 
of  the  East«Angles  had  assumed  a  settled  form,  andac* 
quired  a  c<mipetent  or  tolerable  share  of  stalnltty.  That 
it  existed  under  the  East-Anglian  kings,  seems  a  very 
natural  and  credible  supposition;  but  whether  it  stood 
then  on  the  western  side  only,  o^'on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  Under  the  Haxoti 
princes  that  sneceeded  the  dissblution  of  the  Heptaf chy, 
it  is  wdl  known  to  have  extended  to  the  eastern  shore 
ot  the  river;*  and  iti»then,  mostprobaUy,  that  we  are 

to  date  the  origin  of  the  present  town  or  borough  of 

•-  ' 

*  That  this  country y.  in  the  time  of  the  RomanSf  oontained  manf 
populous*  flourishing, and  well-built  towni^  is  allowed  on  all  hands; 
and  that  they  were  mostly  overthrown  and  destroyed  by  the  iand\n$ 
Saxons,  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  ofGildas ;  Umay  theraCbre  verf 
naturally  be  concluded,  that  the  original  Lyon  was  involved  in  Ihe  coiD» 
moa  fete  of  iti  neighboun.— See  Gildas,  No.  xzit* 
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Lynn.    In  the  time  of  Edward,  called  the  confessor, 

we  find  it  a  place  of  trade  and  considerable  note;  a  plaiii 

proof  that  it  must  haye  been  in  being,  and  growing  inta 

consequence  a  good  while  before  thatjperiod.    It  belongs 

ed  then  ioJilmary  bishop  of  Ubnham,  and  his  brothev 

Stigandy  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  when  blind  snpec* 

stition  and  ecclesiastical  servility  may  naturally  besupr 

posed  to  have  been  among  the  principal  or  most  distint 

guished  characteristics  of  its  inhabitants.    It  continued 

afterward  under  episcopal  domination  and  gbosUy  dts« 

cipline  tiU  the  memorable  reign  of  Henry  VIIL  who 

thought  proper  to  take  into  his  own  hands  that  power 

or  supremary  which  was  before  vested  in  the  bishops. 

In  consequence  of  which,  it  has  ever  since  been  called 

King's  Li/my  instead  of  Bishqp's  I^^/tm^  wbidi  was 

its  former  appellation:  an  ajqpellation,  by  ihe  bye,  which 

will  serve  further  tp  corroborate  the  id^  that  it  was 

formerly  the  deleterious  abode  of  priest-ridden  credulity 

^d  ecclesiastical  thraldom.    Indeed  it  may  be  said  to 

have  been  hmg  distinguished  for  illiberality,  ii^l^uace^ 

and  a  persecuting  qiirit:  and  it  must  appear  somewhrt 

remarkable,  that  the  very  first  person  tajken  up  ^nd 

burnt,  in  England,  under  that  diab(^cal  law,  DehcB^ 

retico  comburendoy  was  a  Lynn  man,  as  was  aba  the 

last,  or  one  of  the  very  last  that  underwent  penecution 

for  nonconformity  under  the  inf^n^ms  cowenUcis  Ack 

The   former  was  one  of  the  preachers  belonging  to  St. 

Margarets  Church,  in  the  reign  of  Henrj/  IF.  and  the 

latter  a  licenced  dissenting  minister  in  that  of  William 

III.     Of  each  of  them  amcw  r^Ttjcnlar  account  shall 

be  given  in  its  proper  place. 
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.  Not  only  Lynn,  but  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  adjacent 
towns  and  villages  appear  to  have  been  in  being  long 
before  the  conquest.  They  are  noticed  in  the  celebrated 
idd  record,  called  Domesday^  as  places  then  in  exis- 
tence, and  seemingly  of  long  standing  and  remote  origin* 
They  had,  in  all  probability,  been  erected  and  inhabi- 
ted many  ages  before  that  period,  though  it  seems  not 
likely  that  many  of  their  present  names,  or  those  givcD 
them  in  the  Ddmcsday  book,  are  to  be  traced  to  a  Brit- 
ish origin,  as  Parkin  and  others  pretends 

*  That  Lynn  had  become  a  place  of  considerable  trade 
in  the  Saxon  times,  or  before  the  Norman  invasion,  is 
evident  fioom  unquestionable  existing  documents.  It 
bad  then  a  toil-booth,  and  enjoyed  certain  duties  and 
customs,  payable  on  ths  arrival  of  any  goods  or  merch- 
andise, of  which  the  bishop  was  in  full  possession  of.a 
Hioiety.  This  episcopal  privilege  is  supposed  to  have 
been  as  early  as  the  conversion  of  the  East  Angles, 
and  establishment  of  Christianity  among  them.  The 
town  continued  daily  to  flourish  and  acquire  increasing 
importance;  and  at  an  early  period  after  the  conquest,  one 
eftbe  writers  of  that  time  calls  it,  <<a  noble  city,"  on 
account  of  its  trading  and  conamercial  magnificence.  * 
This  was  at  a  period  vrbtn  Hull  did  not  exist,  and  when 
iaverpocd,  if  it  did  exist,  was  but  a  very  obscure  and 
insignificant  place. 

t  Parkin,  p  p.  6^,  115. 
*  William  ofNewbargtu— Gibsoa^t  Camden— Firkin  II69 
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Section  III.  Of  the  Saltwcrki  formerfy  ai  and  a* 
bout  Lyrm^jpducity  of  appropriate  materials — apoh^. 

The  vicmitjr  of  Lynn  ia  the  Saxon  times^  and  long 
after,  appefurs  to  have  been  lenvurkaWe  for  its  nmneroas 
Saltworiu.*  AtGaywood  alone^  in  the  Confessor's  tinie^ 
there  i^ere  no  less  than  thirty  Salt  pans,  or  ints.  %  The 
Salt  qprings  of  Droitwich,  Nantwich,  Nofthmch,  &c. 
were  then,  it  seems,  nptsomuch  attended  to  as  to  a£- 
^ml  a  supply  to  the  dirtant  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The 
people  of  ^these  parts  were  Uiet^ate  obliged  to  mann- 
iacture  their  own  fait.    To  what  extent  the  work  was 
carried  on,  or  what  quantity  was  generally,  or  annually 
produced,  cannot  now  be  ascertained.    Nw  are  we  in« 
formed   of  the  particular  mode,  or  process    adopted 
and  puTE^ed  in  caaying  on  this  ancient  manufectoiy* 
It  was,  probably,    pretty  simple,and  not  very  un- 
like that  used  in  latter  times  in  the  salt-works  of 
South-town,  by  Yarmouth,  and  at  other  places.  By 
the  great  number  of  Salt-wogrks  then  at  Lynn,  or  in  its 
neighbourhood,  it  seems  probable,  that  a  considerable 
part  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  the  intenor  districts, 
were  supplied  from  thence  with  that  necessary  article: 
wliich  might  easily,  even  at  that  early  period,  be  con<- 
veyed  thither,  by  means  of  theinlandnavigation,  which 
always  gave  to  Lynn  the  vast  advantage  of  a  free  and 
easy  intercourse  with  all  those  places,  however  distant, 
that  are  situated  near  the  banks,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  its  numerous  rivers.    The  Salt  manufactured 
liere  was  made,  it  seems,  from  the  sea  water  which  the 

2q 

*  PurUo,    S37.  t  Ibi^  ^9- 
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tides  brought  up  to  the  town,  rad  which  must  htf^e  been, 
of  course,  much  less  salt,  and  less  fit  for  the  purpose 
than  the  water  found  below  in  the  roads,  or  at  sea:  it 
appears  therefore  rather  odd^  that  those  salt-works  should 
be  placed  so  far  up  the  country,  or  so  distant  from  the 
«ea:  and  yet  so  it  was;  erery  village  and  hamlet,  almost^ 
.had  then  its  Salt-work,  6x  the  moiety  of  one.*  Here  it 
may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  at  the  periods  of  which 
ire  have  been  speaking,  salt  was  not  an  article  of  reve* 
Bue,  and  must  therefore  have  been  a  pretty  cheap  com* 
^modity  compared  to  what  it  is  now,  when  the  duty 
laid  upon  it  by  government  is  said  to  be  above  ten  times 
•it$  prime,  or  wiginal  cost. 

In  attempting  to  give  an  account. of  the  state  of  things 
at  Lynn  during  the  period  which  we  are  now  contem- 
plating, almost  all  our  light  must  be  borrowed  from  the 
general  history  of  the  kingdom  in  the  mean  while,  as 
the  paucity  of  materials,  relating  particularly  to  this 
town,  leaves  us,  for  the  most  part,  no  other  clew  for  our 
guidance.  The  reader  must  not  therefore  be  displeased 
with  the  method  here  generally  pursued,  in  exhibiting 
the  state  or  history  of  Lynn  under  its  East- Anglian  and 
Anglo-Sason  sovereigns.  . 

♦  or  thoM  StlUworkt  the  pYesen^  writer  regrets  hU  iiuibility  to  ghre 
the  reader  a  more  particular  and  satisfactory  account;  but  as  he  has  hi* 
therto  met  with  nothing  that  gives  him  any  further  light  upon  the  sub- 
jecty  it  must  be  here  disinissedt  but  it  shall  be  again  returned,  in  caae 
any  new  discovery  should  be  made  before  the  work  is  completed.  Our 
topographical  writers,  as  well  ai  our  old  records,  only  alledge  the  ex- 
istence or  numerous  t^luworks  in  these  paru,  without  atCeoipchYg  a 
deiicrlption  of  them,  or  of  the  process  therein  pursued,  or  even  so  much 
as  giving  any  hints,  or  iotimatioto,  tu  assist  and  direct  our  inquiries. 
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CHAP."  III. 


Of  the  veUgiotu  profetsioa  of  the  ftrtt  Angliaa  inhabltmts  of  Lynn— 
their  renouncing  heathenism^  and  assuming  the  christian  name— «o* 
count  of  their  conTersiony  and  character  of  their  Christianity. 

Section  I.  Heathenism  the  reUgion  of  the  first  in* 
habitants  of  this  town  after  its  revivaly  or  restoration^ 
binder  the  East'Anglicm  government^theyy  and  the  rest 
of  the  East  Angles,  together  with  the  other  branches  of 
the  Heptarchy,  become  prof essors  of  Christianity — ac* 
count  of  their  conversion. 

The  mhabitants  of  Lynn,  after  it  bad  been  rebuilt  and 

repeopled  by  its  Anglian  masters^  appear  to  have  beep 

blind  heathens,  and  gross  idolaters;  for  when  the  Angles^ 

or  Anglo-saxons  seized  npon  this  country^  and  founded 

the  East- Anglian  kii^dom,  they  were  a  nation  of  pa<* 

gans,  worshippers  of  ITior  and  Woden^  and  the  rest  of 

the  miserable  objects  of  northern,  or  Scandinayian  ado- 

lalion;  and  so  continued  till  the  seventh  centuiy.    At 

that  period,  one  of  their  princes,  named  Sigebert,  haying 

lived   sometime  in  exile  among  the  Francs,  was  there 

converted  to  Christianity.  At  his  restoration  tq  hb  king* 

dam,  he  brought  over  with  him  one  F^liXy  a  Burgun** 

8o  8 
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dian  priest^  who  was  employed  in  lecommending  to 
the  people  the  religion  of  their  soyereign,  in  which  he 
appears  not  to  have  been  unsuccessful.  He  was  conse- 
quently appointed  the  first  bishop  of  the  East  Angles, 
and  had  his  see  fiixed  at  Sohamy  *  in  Cambridgeshire, 
and  afterwards  at  DomnoCy  or  Dwmichy  in  Suffolk. 
He  is  said  tohavetaken  no  small  pains  in  promoting  the 
conversion  of  the  inhabitants;  and  the  parts  about  Lynn 
feem  to  have  engaged  a  considerable  share  of  his  atten- 
tion.  In  tl^ese  very  parts  he  is  reported  to  have  com* 
menced  his  labour^,  which  issued  in  the  conversion  of 
the  whole  country.  Tradition  gives  to  Babmgkt/y  by 
Lynn,  the  honour  of  being  (he  place  where  he  first 
landed,  and  where  was  erected  the  very  first  christian 
chapel,  or  |[>lace^  of  worship  among  the  £ast  Angles, 
the  seconid  edifice  gf  the  same  description  is  said  to 
have  been  erected  at  Shambomy  in  the  same  neighbour- 
hood. At  what  time  the  first  place  of  that  sort  was 
built  at  Lynn,  cannot  now  be  determined;  but  it  seems 
very  probable  that  it  must  have  been  as  early,  at  least, 
as  the  middle  part  of  th^  seventh  cenhiry.  It  cannot^ 
however  "be  said,  that  the  Christianity  then  introduced 
was  of  any  great  vajue.-  The  national  character  was 
not  much,  if  at  aU,  mended  by  it;  and  the  people  stilt 
remained  grossly  ignorant,  profligate,  and  savage.  W^at 
ihey  wanted  in  rational  piety  and  real  clinstianity>  thev 
made  up  in  stupid  credulity,  blind  zeaj,  and  miserable 
superstition;  and  if  had  beei;i  well  if  their  descendants 
had  always  carefully  avoided  the  imitation  of  thei? 
wretched  and  pernicious  example. 

•  BenMtiei  of  England^  2.    lA^. 
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It  is  somewMt  remarkable  that  Christianity,  afe  it  was 
^lled,  was  not  rieccived  ampng  the  East-Angles  till 
it  had  made  considerable  progress  in  most  of  the  other 
Idi^oiliis  of  the  Uept^Urdly.  In  K^t  ft  had  been  re- 
cehred  about  the  year  526,  ot  ioon  after,  by  thfe  minis-r 
try  of  Amtin  the  monk:  and  even  before  that  time, 
(Kveral  years,  scmie  of  the  Kentiih  people  had  becil 
brought  to  thmk  &yoarably  of  that  religion,  by  ftd 
means  of  Laidhart^  a  Fiiench  bishop,  v^6  had  accom- 
ptoied  the  princess  JStWAa,  daughter  of  Chefebert,  kin^ 
of  Paris,  upon  her  makrri^  vtiiM  Eth^Ibertthe  Kehfish 
king.  The  conversion  of  flie  East  Sabcohs  took  ](>Tac^ 
Kbout  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  (>nttiry  undbr  thi 
ministry  of  MdHtus;  their  fifst  bi^op:  afad  sobl&t  ^ti^ 
that  of  the  NorthumbHans,  where  PduBhus  apj^eared 
as  d  very  afctiye  and  successfiit  laSjRDi^rerv 

Felix  did  not  begin  his  labours  among  the  East  Aiiglea 
till  about  the  year  630,  when  that  religion  had  made 
some  progress  in  all  the  other  kingdoms,  perhaps,  ex* 
tept  (hat  of  Mercia,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  last 
btche  seven  to  aclhere  to  theprofession  of  paganism.  The 
Mercians^'  however,  were  afterwards  converted,  and 
(£eir  country,  at  one  time,  formed  into  an  archiepisco* 
pal  province,  whose '  seat  or  metropolis  was  LMcl^eld. 
Tiitis  the  diffefeht  branches  of  the  heptarchy  were  all, 
t>y  degrees,  nominally  christianized.  Of  the  nature^ 
l^afacter^  and  value  of  that  Christianity,  a  just  and 
|)ropcr  Idea  may  l&e  fermed  (f om  the  ioUqwing  repre- 
•eiitatiiH^. 
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Section,  II.  Effects  of  the  conversion  of  the  East' 
Angles^  and  the  other  sister^kingdoms-^characier  of 
their  christianttt/. 

No  sooner  were  the  good  people  of  this  country  con- 
verted from  paganism  than  monkery  began  to  be  in 
great  request  among  them.  Many  monasteries  were  ac- 
cordingly founded  in  all  parts  of  England,  which  were 
quickly  crouded  with  inhabitants.  A  fondness  for  the 
inonaslic  life  is  said  to  have  been  here  very  much  in- 
cteased  by  an  impious  doctrine  which  began  to  be 
broached  and  beheved  toward  the  close  of  the  seventh 
century,  ^^That  as  soon  as  any  person  put  on  the  habit 
of  a  monk,  all  the  sins  of  his  former  life  were  forgiven.'* 
This  is  said  to  have  engaged  many  princes  and  great 
men  (who  are  sometimes  as  great  sinners  as  their  infe^ 
riors)  io  put  on  the  monkish  habit,  and  end  thdr  days 
in  monasteries;  which,  whatever  it  might  be  to  them- 
selves, was,  probably,  no  mighty  loss  to  their  subjects 
and  vassals,  or  to  the  world. 

Another  remarkable  feature  in  the  character  of  the 
Englisli  christians  of  the  seventh  and  following  centu* 
ries,  was  an  extravagant  veneration  for  relics;  in  which 
the  Romish  priests  drove  then  a  very  gainful  trade,  as 
few  good  christians  thought  themselves  safe  from  the 
perilft  er  disasters  of  life,  and  the  machinations  of  the 
devil,  unless  they  carried  about  them  the  relics  of  some 
9aint:  nor  could  any  church  be  dedicated  without  a  de- 
cent or  certain  quantity  of  the  same  sacred  and  precious 
ware.  * 

•  CoMtUe^  000  of  th«  greatest  and  wisest  of  our  kingty  noit  to  Alfred^ 
lud  a  mighty  teneratipn  for  relics,  and  even  tmployed  agentt  in  forei^ 
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Stories  of  dreamsy  visums^  and  miradei  were  also 
propagated  without  a  blush,  by  the  clergy,  and  believed 
without  a  doubt^by  the  laity.  Extraordinary  watchtngs^ 
fastings y  and  other  arts  of  tormenting  the  body  in  order 
to  save  the  soul,  became  frequent  and  fashionable ;  and 
it  began  to  be  believed  in  the  seventh  century^  that  a 
journey  to  Rome  was  a  most  meritorious  undertakingi 
and  even,  of  all  others,  the  most  direct  road  to  heaven. 
.^uch  was  the  Christianity  of  the  good  people  of  Lynn 
and  the  rest  of  their  countrymen  in  those  days* 

Id  the  eighth  century  the  humour  of  making  pilgrim^ 
ages  to  Rome,  and  of  retiring  into  monasteries,  still  in« 
creasing,  Onnred  king  of  Mercia,  as  Henry  informs 
us,  laid  down  his  sceptre,  and  took  up  the  pi^im's 
stafi^  in  709,  and  travelled  to  Rome,  accompanied  by 
Offa^  a  young  prince  of  the  royal  fiunily  of  the  East* 

couotriei  to  purchase  and  collect  them  fox  him.  One  of  theee,  an  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  called  Agthotk^  being  at  Rome,  in  1021,  pur« 
chtsedy  of  the  Pope,  an  arm  of  St.  Auttin^^ishop  of  Hippo,  ibr  an  hun- 
dred talents,  or  6000  plound  weight  of  silver,  and  one  talent,  or  sixty 
pound  weighs  of  gold.  A  prodigious  sum  !  greater  (says  Gmgtr)  than 
the  finest  statue  of  antiquity  would  then  have  told  for.  It  may  enable 
na,  as  another  historian  obserres,  to  form  some  idea  of  the  imconsioa^ 
able  knavery  of  the  sellers,  and  the  astonishing  folly  and  superstition  of 
the  purchasers  of  those  commodities.  Enormous  sums  were  then  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  relics,  and  the  roads  between  England  .and 
Rome  were  so  crowded  with  pilgrims,  that  the  very  tolls  which  they 
paid  were  objects  of  importance  to  the  princes  through  whose  territo. 
ries  they  passed :  few  Englishmen,  as  Hary  expresses  it,  imagined  they 
could  get  to  heaven  without  paying  this  compliment  to  St.  Peter,  who 
kept  the  keys  of  the  celestial  regions.-— Such  was  the  wisdom,  and  such 
the  piety  and  Christianity  of  the  people  of  this  country  in  former  time!', 
mod  for  many  ages.— Even  Alfred,  according,  to  ^o^ra,  was  much  at. 
tached  torches,  and  received,  w^th  no  small  satisfaction  and  gratitude, 
these  sent  him  as  presents  from  the  Pope,  and  from  Abel,  Patriarch  of 
Jetusalem.  His  foibles,  however,  were  greatly  overbalanced  by  his 
fTtat  qoalitifSy  good  deeds,  and  shining  virtues. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9ilS  HisTOJiir  of  xynn. 

Saxp^s^  where  they  both  became  monks.  Kot  lon^ 
titer,  Jflay  the  )vailike  and  yictorious  king  of  the  Wed 
Faxons  imitatpri  their  example,  and  eiided  hts  days  in 
a  cloister  at  Rome,  vrhere  he  founded  a  house  for  th« 
entertainment  of  English  pilgrims,  and  the  educaticMi 
of  English  youth. 

Great  nuipbers  of  tiuns  also,  a(id  other  Enj^h  won^ftn^ 
i¥ere  amon^  those  devo\it  pilgrims  who  then  travelled 
to  Home:  but  we  have  the  testimony  of  fFpr^eif,  alias 
Boniface^  archbishop  of  Afentz,  who  lived  at  that  pe- 
riod, ihfit  they  were  generally  debauched  before  they 
ifstmnod,  .and  even  that  ipany  of  them  became  common 
{nostitnt^intheci^of  France  and  Italy:  he  there« 
£tte  qdiprts  and  charges  his  frieqd  Cutkbert^  then  arch* 
Ijishop  of^Canterbnry,  to  put  a  speedy  stop  to  these 
scandalous^fei^ale  pilgrimages. 

The  religions  prayers  and  songs,  which  constitute^ 
the  cb^]^  [^rxice,.jvere.U^ep  jlU  , in /otiit,  and  90  not 
understood  by  the  common  people,  who  were  therefore 
4ixe<jtjed4)jj  the  !^Ui.  psnpn  of,the^fl^,jCp^ncilofCbve• 
shoos,  or  €liff,  in  Kent,  *  held  in  747,  to  affix  any 
inWtn^gtheyj  plp^ed^^th^.^prda  (i^jyli^r  own  minds, 
and.  to  pray  in  their  hearts  for  any  or  every  thing  they 
wanted,  no  ndattcr  hqw  fi^ijeigu  to,IJie,,i^  ^nse  of  the 
public  pray,ers.  A  carious  salvo,  says  Henry ^  for  th« 
^l^urd  practice  of  j?r^yjng  ^n  w,  npi^wn,  iojagj^e.  The 
{tame  canon,  contains  «dso  the  following  short  form  of 
prat/er^for  ike  dead;  \^Lprdy  accprdi)^  to  Uie  greatness 
of  thy  mercy,  grant  rest,  to  his  soul,  and  for  thy  infinite 

*  Or  rather  AbiDgfioQf  iiiJBeiki*  aocordiog  to  ^bUho^  Gibson. 
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pity,  Touchsafe  to  him  the  joys  of  eternal  li^ht  'with 
thy  saints." 

Some  of  the  nobility,  or  great  men  of  that  time,  not 
reiy  fond,  it  seems,  of  going  themselves  through  all  the 
fastings  and  prayers  enjoined  them  by  tlieir  confessors^ 
would  fain  be  allowed  to  have  the  service  performed  by 
proxy:  and  it  appears  that  they  actually  hired  and  em* 
ployed  poor  people  to  fast  and  pray  in  their  stead.  I^ 
was,  certainly,  a  very  notable  as  well  as  convenient  de- 
vice, and  became,  it  seems,  pretty  fashionable,  though 
it  is  said  not  to  have  the  good  fortune  of  obtaining  tht 
approbation  of  the  said  council  of  Cloveshoos.  :t^ 

A  late  historian,  *  attnding  to  this  period,  observes^ 
that  long  fasting  was  then  ordered  frequently;  but  as 
the  wealthy  might  abstain  by  proxy,  a  seven  years  fast 
might  be  performed  in  three  days,  if  the  principal  could 
prevail  with  840  persons  each  to  take  his  share.  This 
concise  plan  of  atonement  for  crimes,  (he  adds)  was  con« 
deomed  solemnly  at  the  council  of  Cloveshoos;  but  the 
decree  was  disr^arded."  The  practice  therefore  seems 
to  have  gone  on  unchecked,  notwithstanding  the  decree 
of  that  council.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  so  con- 
venient a  custohi  could  be- very  easily  abolished «  It 
may  be  worth  while  to  inquire,  whether  it  had  in  it,  after 
all,  any  greater  absurdity,  than  there  is  in  the  present 
2h 

t  Efen  now-adaySy  many  of  our  gentry  and  wealthy  people,  areTery 

•trict  in  requtrtng  their  domestics  and  dependents  reg'ilarly  to  attend  at 

tooM  place  of  worship,  while  they  theniseWes  live  in  the  entire  neglect 

^  it!  io  that  they  too  may  be  said  to  perform  religious  eaercisea  ^jt  /^«^> 

•  Petit  Aodrev^. 
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piBciice  of  the  infants  at  the  font,  makiiig  a  dbnfes&ioii 
of  their  faith  by  prosy » 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  above  period,  a  hw 
iktis  enacted,  enjoining  every  priest  to  learn  some  handy <«> 
craft,  or  manual  occupation:  which  might  be  very  use* 
ful;  at  least,  it  could  do  no  barm.  Another  law  en- 
join^, th&t  they  should  all  be  capable  of  repeating  the 
X^reedy  and  the  tiord's  prayer:  which  also  might  be 
Very  right  and  proper;  but  it  indicates  that  learning 
was  then  at  a  very  low  ebb  among  the  English  clergy. 
We  learn,  however,  that  in  the  reign  ot  Ethelred^  styled 
the  unready y  a  mission  was  sent  from  hence  to  Norway, 
at  the  request  of  the  king  of  that  country,  to  convert  the 
Norwegians  and  Swedes  to  the  christian  religion,  and 
that  the  archbishop  of  York,  and  other  divines,  actuaUy 
went  over  on  that  oc<:asion,  and  met  with  greatt  success; 
though  some  of  them  afterwards  are  said  to  have  sufiered 
martyrdom;  which  seems  rather  odd^  if  the  king,  at 
above  suggested,  was  their  patron.  Whatever  their 
learning  might  be,  their  zeal  must  have  beeu  highly 
commendable  and  ^emplaiy. 


Section  III.  Christianity  of  the  ancient  inhabit 
tants  of  Lynn,  and  of  this  country, fwther  characterized 
— whether  xery  materially  improved  during  the  reign 
of  Alfred^remarks  on  that  reign^-papal  instrudions 
to  the  first  missionnries* 

Ignorance  and  superstition,  instead  of  diminidiing, 
appear  to  have  increa^d  in  Ertgland,  daring  the  eighth 
cpntury.    Pilgrimages  to  Rome  became  far  more  fire-i 
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quent,  and  vere  attended  wih  worse  effects  tihan  former* 
ly;  the  rage  of  returing  to  monastarjijes  became  more 
violent  in  persons  of  all  ranks,  to  the  ruin  of  every  use* 
ful  art;  the  clergy  became  m^re  knavish  and  rapacious^ 
and  the  laity  more  abject  and  stupid,  than  at  any  former 
period:  of  which  the  trade  of  relics,  then  at  its  height, 
and  which  can  never  be  carried  on^  but  between  knaves 
and  fiM>b,  is  a  sufficient  evidence. 

During  the  meuKHable  reign  of  the  celebrated  Al- 
fred, the  state  of  religion  has  been  supposed  to  have  im« 
proved;  but  howfar  we  are  warranted  to  admit, or  carry 
that  idea,  does  not  seem  very  clear.    Alfred  was,  doubt- 
less, a  most  excellent  prince,  as  may  fidrly  and  justly 
be  inferred  from  that  notable  clause  in  his  Will,  <Hhat 
the  English  had  an  undoubted  right  to  be  free  as  their 
own  thoughts,''  and  particularly  from  his  so  greatly 
magnifying,  and  acting  upon  that  never  to  be  forgotten 
precept  of  Christ,  <<to  do  untoothers  as  we  would  have 
others  do  unto  us;  ^'  not  to  mention  the  many  other 
notable  and  commendable  deeds  ascribed  to  him:  ^  but 
(hat  he  was  instrumental  in  very  materially  reformings 
or  improving  the  religion  of  his  country,  appears  ra- 
ther  doubtful,  if  not  improbable.     His  altering  the 
Ten  Commandments,  leaving  out  the  second^  and  ad- 
ding another,  to  humour  the  worshippers  of  images, 
make  very  considerably  against  the  notion  of  his  having 
much  advanced  the  work  of  religious  reformation.    The 
commandment  which  he  added,  was  expressed  in  these 
wofds,   ^<  Bfake  not  thou  gods  of  gold,  or  of  silver/* 
2  H  9 

*  W«  re|r0|  that  thm  ^Mikm  of  tUvtry  iraf  fM   Anaonf  thftou 
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a  precept)  as  it    hcs   been    observed^  wbich   few  c4 
his  subjects  could  afford  to  transgress*  * 

From  Alfred*s  days  to  the  conquest,  the  religion  of 
England  experienced  no  amendment;  nor  ever  after 
till  the  £ra  of  the  reformation,  or  the  I6()k  century, 
except  what  took  place  under  the  influence  of  W  ick- 
liff,  and  the  LoUards;   but  they  were  soon  crushed  ua« 

*  The 'reign  of  Alfred  »  however,  wts  certainly  dtstinguiftbed  by  nu* 
merous  and  important  national  benefits:  war  and  internal  disorder  wer« 
Inade  entirely  to  erase;  learn: ng,  and  the  useful  arts,  revived  and  flourbh* 
•d;  wholesome  and  important  regulations  were  adopted  and  introduced^ 
whoae  salutary  effects  are  still  felt;  trade  and  commerce  were  much 
encouraged  and  extended:  in  all  wliich,  and  especially  the  latter,  Lynn, 
•s  may  be  presumed,  must  have  been  greatly  interested.  Alfred  em- 
ployed skilful  and  adventurous  mariners,  to  explore  the  most  distant 
northern  regions,  and  (by  means  of  Oftkeref  supposed  to  be  a  banished 
Norwegian  chief,)  actually  gained  intelligence  of  the  Du'tnoy  oik-whos# 
banks  Archangel  stuMs;  a  river  not  again  spoken  of  in  England,  till 
1653,  when  Richard  ChavclUr  found  his  way  to  the  White  Sea.  What 
Ibllows  is  still  more  surprising:  by  means  of  a  cosrespondence  which  Al- 
fred engaged  in  with  Abel,  patriarch  of  Jeru<vaiem,  he  heard  of  a  sect 
of  christians  who  lived  in  penury  on  the  south  eastern  coast  of  Asia^ 
tfie  present  Gororoandel;  and  he  chose  a  spint(*d  priest,  named  Sigkehn^ 
to  go  and  relieve  those  his  oppressed  brethren.  By  what  track  or  loul 
this  gallant  adventurer  proceeded,  any  further  than  Rome,  wt  know 
not.  \i  is  certain  that  he  reached  the  end  of  his  journey,  delivered 
the  royal  presents,  and  brought  back  from  India  many  curious  jtweli, 
some  of  which  were  to  be  seen  in  the  days  of  William  of  MaJmsbury, 
%X  Sherborne  Cathedral,  of  which  see  Alfied  had  made  the  fortunate 
and  intrepid  Sighelm  bishop,  after  his  return.  Others  of  these  jewelf 
are  believed  still  to  exist  in  an  old  crown,  kept  in  the  tower  of  Lon* 
don.— After  such  cnterprizes,  to  celebrate  this  great  prince  as  the 
ifivenior  of  korn^UMthorntf  may  be  deemed  ridiculous;  yet  nothing  can  less 
merit  ridicule:  there  were  then  no  Clocks  in  England)  Alfred  con- 
trived wax  tapers  of  a  proper  length,  to  last  one,  two,  or  more  hours;  and 
to  prevent  the  winds  itom  deranging  hii  plans,  he  defended  the  taper, 
with  thin,  clear,  herw.  Such  were  the  improved  English  iim  htjftrt  of 
the  9th.  century:  the  merit  of  which  improvement,  is  4w  to  Alfred; 
a  merit  not  inferior,  probably,  to  that  of  the  Barrisms  and  JnM  •f  mo- 
dern tunes.— —See  Petit  Andrews  Histi  Or*  firitaiob 
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der  the  heavy  and  strong  hand  of  priestly  and  royal 
persecution:  the  very  first  victim,  as  ivas  before  observed^ 
was  a  Lynn  man. 

From  the  above  representation  of  the  original  chris- 
tianity  of  the  £nglish  nation,  and  of  the  Lynn  peopk 
among  the  rest,  one  cannot  be  very  much  biassed  in  its 
favour.    But  we  shall  cease  to  wonder  at  its  being  no 
better,  when  we  consider  whence  it  proceeded,  and  un- 
der what  sort  of  rules  or  maxims  it  was  introduced. 
It  was  first  brought  hither  and  promulgated  by  Austin j 
a  monk  ofthe  convent  of  St.  Andrew^s  at  Rome,  acomi- 
panied  by  forty  other  Romish  monks,  all  sent  by  the 
then  Pope,  whose  name  was  Gregory ^  commonly  called 
Gr^ory  the  first,  and  SatTd  tfregory,  who  was  advanc- 
ed to  the  papal  chair  in  590.   Austin  and  his  compani- 
ons arrived  here  in    596.    Among  the  instructions 
which  pope  Gregory  gave  Austin  for  the  regulation  of 
his  conduct  and  ministry,  the  following  are  not  the  least 
remarkable.— *<^He  was  not  to  destroy  the  heathen  tern* 
pies  of  the  English,  but  only  to  remove  the  images  of 
their  gods,  to  wash  the  walls  with  holy  water,  to  erect 
altars,  and  deposit  relics  in  them,  and  so  convert  them 
into  christian  churches;  not  only  to  save  the  expence  of 
building  new  ones,  but  that  the  people  might  more  easi- 
ly be  prevailed  upon  tofirequent  those  places  of  worshipi 
to  which  they  had  been  accustomed.    He  directs  him 
fbrtber,  to  accommodate  the  ceremonies  of  the  christian 
worship  as  much  as  possible  to  those  of  the  heathen,  that 
the  people  might  not  be  much  startled  at  the  change; 
and  in  particular  he  advises  him  to  allow  the  diristiaa 
•onverts,  on  certain  festivals,  to  kill  and  eat  a  great  uwsfi^ 
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bet  of  oxeuj  to  iht  glory  of  God,  as  they  bad  dorfe  for« 
meriy  to  the  honour  of  the  devil/'  ♦  These  admonitions^' 
(soys  Dr.  Henry)  which  were  but  too  well  observed , 
itttroduoed  the  grossest  corruption  into  the  christian  wor« 
ship,  and  shew  bow  much  the  apostles  of  the  sixth  and 
•eireatb  cesinrias  had  departed  from  the  simjAicity  and 
tiacecity  of  <ho6e<rf*the  first* 

*  It  h  curious  and  ludicrous  enough  to  think  of  the  difficulties  that 
)>\iul«d  our  celebrated  missionary »  after  his  arrival  here,  and  of  which 
he  wrote  to  JLoone  lor  the  toltition.  Of  Ivhat  soft  they  were,  the  reader 
will  be  able  to  judge  from  the  following  qumn  and  aju94»\  the  former 
by  the  said  fnissionory,  smnt  Austin,  and  the  latter  by  his  in&llibleholy 
inaster^tfk/  Gregory:  i^Miy*  !•  ^ Are  cousin  germans  allowed  to  laarry? 
Amnosr.  This  indulgence  was  formerly  granted  .by  the  Roman  lawj  but 
experienoe  4iaf!ng  shewn  that  no  posterity  can  come  from  such  mar- 
tu^gOh  *^y  *>A  piohsbited.  ^Miy.  Ji.  Is  it  lawful  to  baptisea  woman 
with  child?  Jmtwgr,  No  inconTenieuce  can  arise  from  the  practice. 
Qmn^.  3  How  soon  ilier  the  birth  may  a  child  be  baptized?  Anratr.  Im« 
medlatelgr  if  necessary.  Qim)^.  4.  How  soon  may  the  husband  return 
to  the  wife  after  her  delivery?  Aimoer.  Not  till  after  the  child  b  wcaa, 
ed.  Quffy.  5.  How  soon  a^lcr  sexual  intercourse^  is  it  lawful  for  a 
hntbandtD  enter  the  church?  Answer.  Not  till  he  has  purged  hitnself 
by  prayer  and  ablution.**  ^'hese  nioe  and  delicate  queries,  with  mott 
ofthe  saOie  sort,  were  accompanied  by  others  concerning  episcopal  du» 
liesj  'With  the  aokUlon  of  thex  problems,  the  pope  sent  Austin  thtf 
/J/,  {a  piece  of  white  weoUen  cloth,  to  be  thiown  over  the  sbouldersy 
tft  a  badge  of  archiepiscopal  dignity;)  sundry  other  ecclesiastical  vest* 
tnents  and  utensils,  and  instructions  to  erect  twelve  sees  within  his  pro* 
jvince,  and  particularly  ^af  point  oae^t  JV4,  whiefa,  if  the  country 
ihould  become  christian,  he  was  to  convert. into  a  province,  with  its 
Auffiiigan  bishopa.  Tliusdid  Austhi  become  the  first  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  .aiul  thus  originated  our  artlmiattieal  <efl»UlshnMnt,  the 
renowned  Church  of  England.  [Aikin*s  Biqgf«  vol.  l.J— Amongoth^ 
oouMel»'Which 'Austin  received  (rom  the  pontiff  on  the  above  occasion, 
vras  an  exhortation  **  .notto  be  elat^  with  itnifey  en  aooaunt  ofthe 
miracUs  yfhich  he  had  been  enabled  to  perform  in  confirODation  of  his 
ministty,  but  to  vemember  that  this  power  was  given,  not  for  hb  own 
sake,  but  for  the  take  of  those  whose  ^fiation  he  was  afp^lnted  to  pro- 
cure.**—Thus  we  have  it  from  very  high  authfrity,  that  Mf/srt  mf^ 
Ahke^  t/  Omterhay  vai  a  vorkgr  of  miradis. 
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CHAP.     IV. 


••<■<#»>•■ 


Miscellaneous  obserrations,  on  the  social  distinctions,  and  the  ^-  ^ 
Beral  state  «f  the  cooynunity  among  the  Anglo-Saxons. 

Section  L  State  of  society  tit  Ijytm^  and  in  this 
country y  before  the  Conquest. 

Of  the  state  of  Soci^y  in  ibk  coiuitrji;,  as  to  the  di& 
ferent  ranks  amosig .  the  inhabitants,  the  ftUowing  is 
thought  tohe  a  pret(y  fair  and  tme  rqiiesentaftien.  -*The 
nextraid^  below  that  of  the  loyalfomUy  washeU  by  the 
Thane&j  which  were,  it  seems,  of  diflbrent  degrees, 
and  we  are  tdd  that  the  highest  order  among  them  went 
by  the  name  of  king's  thanes.  X  These  also  are  said  to 
have  been  of  two  different  sorts,  Eoldermen^  and  Eorles; 
the  former  supposed  to  be  supreme  in  the  administration 
of  justice;  the  latter  comprehended  military  as  well  as 
civil  authority,  but  was  not  hereditary  till  the  close  of 

X  Th«  other  orders  5f  ere  the  middle  and  inferior  thanes:  the  former 
are  said  to  be  the  lesser  barons,  or  lords  of  manors;  and  the  ^tter  made 
up  the  lowest  degree  of  freeholders.  Dyde  Hist.  Tewksbury.  141.  —n' 
AU  others  in  the  Anglo-saxon  community  below  these  thanes,  wh<f 
were  the  nobles  of  those  times»  are  sometimes  comprised  under  the 
heads  of  untitled  fteemen,  and  slaTes  ■  the  latter,  constituting 
the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants,  were  the  property  of  their  lords^  like 
the  prM0iit  Rufii^  jor  Bohtnuaa  peasantry. 
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the  Saxon  dynasty.  The  Ceorles  (Churles,  or  Carles) 
were  next  below  the  thanes.  They  were  free,  descend- 
ed from  yeomen,  and  were  chiefly  engaged  in  husband- 
ly. To  them  the  gate  of  nobility  was  open,  and  they 
•might  become  tbanes  by  five  diflerent  methods.  §  An- 
other order,  or  description  of  men,  in  those  times,  was 
^\ed  Huscarles;  (i.  e.  Iwuse-carles;)  they  were  re- 
tainers, or  domestic  de^x^ndents  of  the  thanes,  and  re- 
puted freemen.  All  the  rest  of  the  community,  it  seems, 
were  slaves,  of  different  descriptions.  Of  them  however, 
it  would  sometimes  happen,  though  but  very  rarely, 
that  some  obtained  manumission,  and  they  formed  a 
particular  class,  denominated  Freed-men;  but  we  are  told 
that  they  were  few,  and  little  regarded.  They  could 
obtain,  it  seems,  no  rank  in  the  state;  and  applying, 
for  the  most  part,  io  mechanical  emplojrments,  seem 
hardly  to  have  been  distinguished  from  the  race  which 
they  had  quitted. — Slaves  were  never  suffered  to  carry 
arms,  and  the  very  gift  of  a  weapon  conferred  freedom. 
Of  the  other  orders  no  man  went  abroad  without  his 
spear;  and  laws  were  enacted  to  guard  against  damages 
occasioned  by  the  careless  bearer.  In  battle  the  ceorles 
who  formed  the  infantry,  besidt  a  broad  sword,  and 
sometimes  a  club,  bore  only  a  round  shield  with  an  of- 
fensive pointed  weapon  in  the  centre.  The  cavalry 
being  composed  of  tbanes,  huscarles,  and  the  richer 
ceorles,  who  could  afford  to  keep  horses,  was  bett^ 
provided  with  defensive  armour.  ♦ 

The  enslaved  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  which  is 
said  to  have  constituted  by  far  the  most  numerous  class 

§  Petit  Andrews,  1.  83.  •  Heaiy,  and  Peiit  Andrews. 
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ef  the  community 9  went,  like  the  priviledgod  orders,  by 
different  names.     Of  tbem  the  chief  and  most  remarkable 
ifere  the  ViUani  and  the  Serd.    In  re^^ard  to  the  for^ 
mer,  -we  are  told  that  Yillenage  "was  of  two  kinds:  1st 
Pitre  ViUenagCy  to  which  some  were  sutgect  from  their 
birth,  from  whom  uncertain  and  indeterminate  service 
was  due  to  the  lord.    The  successors  of  these  are  ouv 
copy- holders;  who,  though  time  has  dealt  favourably 
with  them  in  other  respects,  still .  retain  one  mark  of 
their  original  vassalage,  or  servitude;  for  as  of  old  the 
former  were  not  reckoned  as  members  of  the  c<munon« 
wealth,  but  merely  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  owner's 
substance,  no  way  entitled  to  the  privil^[es  of  freemen^ 
80  do  their  successors  stiU  continue  without  any  right 
to  vote  at  elections  by  virtue  of  their  copy-holds.    Sbd 
Vilienage  by  Tenure^  which  bound  the  tenant  \o  per- 
form certain  services  agreed  upon  betwee'n  him  and  hia 
lord;   such    as   ploughing  his   ground,    reaping  his 
com,  &c» 

The  lowest,  as  well  as  most  numerous  class  of  slaves 
among  the  Anglo-saxons  were  the  Sem,  who,  (as  weU 
as  all  the  rest  of  the  unfreemen,)  were  probably  the  dc^ 
icendantsofthe  aboriginal  inhabitants,  who  had  escaped 
the  general  massacre,  or  whose  lives  had  been  spared 
at  the  reduction  and  conquest  of  the  country.  These 
were  protected  by  neither  law  nor  religion,  for  a  very 
long  period;  and  they  consequently  suffered  the  most 
unfeeling  and  cruel  treatment,  ^  Christianity  is^said  to 
hw%  ameliorated  their  condition,    Jt  certainly  ought 

9l 
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to  have  done  so;  but  irom  such  a  cluristianity  no  mate- 
rial amdioratiQn  could  well  have  been  expected.  Even 
our  own  boasted  protestantism,  how  feeble  has  gene- 
rally be^  its  influence  in  such  cases!  The  long  and 
bloody  content  betweai  the  rival  and  barbarous  houses 
of  York  and  Lancaster  did  more,  it  seems,  for  the  re, 
lief  and  emancipahon  of  those  poor  English  slaves  than 
aily  thing  else;  for  the  contaiding  parties,  in  order  to 
lecruit  and  reinforce  their  armies,  found  it  convenient 
and  necessary  to  liberate  great  numbers  of  them:  at 
length  they  were  all  manumitted,  and  Britain  uow  coo- 
tains  no  people  of  that  description.  It  would  be  well 
if  the  same  could  be  said  of  every  other  part  of  the  firiti 
ish  dominions.  These  Send  are  often  mentioned  by 
Bloomfield  and  P&rliin,  and  appear  to  haye  been  very 
pumerous  in  the  parts  about  Lynii  before  the  conquest| 
and  even  long  after  that  period. 

Beside  the  Villani  and  Servi,  we  meet  with  other  dev 
scriptions  of  bondmen,  whose  condition  seem  to  have 
been  less  abject;  at  least,  less  so  than  the  latter.  Of 
those  one  sort  was  called  Bardariij  Bordarsy  or  Bar-* 
derers:  they  were  such  as  held  a  cottage,  or  some  small 
parcel  of  land,  ou  condition  of  supplying  the  lord  with 
poultry,  eggs,  and  other  small  provisions  for  bis  board 
and  entertainment,  $uch  small  estates  were  formerly 
called  Bordrlcmds^  now  demesnes. -^ColiberH  was  the 
pame  of  another  description  of  bondqien  among  the  An^ 
glo-Saxons;  and  they  were,  it  seems,  a  middle  sort  of 
tenants,  betweai  servile  and  free;  they  had  their  patrons, 
to  whom  they  paid  rent,  and  weire  manumised  as  serv^ 
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ants  used  (obe,  but  Mrere  not  absolutely  free.  Theyweie 
such  of  the  Servi  as  were  enfranchised^  or  liberated  in  a 
certain  degree,  but  still  paid  some  duties  to  the  superior 
lord.  They  appear  to  have  been  held  in  scarcely  any 
higher  estimation  than  the  dass  to  which  tiiey  had  migi- 
nally  belonged.^The  Burgarisj  Burgensesy  or  JBiir- 
gesse9y  was  another  order  of  bondmen  among  the  Anglo« 
Saxons.  They  were  tradesmen  in  great  towns,  and  had 
their  patrons,  under  whose  protection  they  traded,  and 
to  wh(nii  they  paid  an  acknowledgement;  but  some  of 
them  were  in  a  more  servQe  condition,  and  altc^etiber 
under  the  power  of  the  king,  or  other  lords,  t  Some  of 
flie  above  descriptions  of  Anglo-Saxon  bondmra,  olr 
British  slaves,  and  paiticularly  the  YiUani,  the  Servi, 
and  the  BordarU,  were  veiy  numerous  in  the  parts  about 
Lynn,  in  the  times  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  and 
long  after.  *  England,  did  then  sb  abound  in  slaves, 
and  was  so  much  a  land  of  slmesy  as  to  be  able  to  car** 
ly  on  a  trade  in  that  commodity  with  other  nations,  and 
especially,  the  /mA,  whom  English  merchants,  for  a 
long  time,  abundantly  supplied  with  that  favorite  article, 
out  of  their  home  stock,  or  native  produce,  with  as  little 
shame  or  remorse  as  they  have  in  modem  times  supplied 
the  West  Indies  and  North  America  with  the  poor  de« 
fisoceless  natives  of  illfated  Africa.  %  And  yet  the 
2  I  2 

t  Dy^'f  Hiftory  of  Tewksbury,   139, 40, 41.         •  See  Parkin. 

%  Directly  opposite  the  Irish  coast,  (says  fViUiamof  Makubury)  there 
is  A  seaport  town,  called  Bristol^  the  inhabitants  of  which  frequently  sail 
into  Ireland,  to  sell  there  people  whom  they  had  bought  up  throughout 
an  England.  They  expose  to  sale  maidens  in  a  state  of  pregnancy^ 
wrlth  whom  they  had  made  a  sort  of  mock-marriages.  There  you  might 
Me  wiUi  grief^  fitftened  together  by  ropes^  whole  rows  of  wretched. 
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English  n^as  then,  as  well  as  now,  a  christian  nation^ 
priding  herself  in  the  fond  idea  of  the  purity  and  pre* 
cikninenceofher  goodness,  faith,  and  piety.  Alas,  for  poor 
Christianity !  How  often  hath  her  venerable  name  been 
profiled  and  postituted  on  the  vilest  occasions,  and 
46t  the  basest  of  purposes  I 


Section  II.  Of  the  Wittenmgemote  and  ottiet 
tourtSy  maxims  of  jurisprudence^  institution  of  it/thingSy 
fwpiial  and  funeral  riteSy  sacerdotal^  domestity  and 
other  customs^  among  the  Anglo»saxons. 

The  WittenagemotCy  or  assembly  Of  wise  men,  was 
the  highest  couit  among  the  Anglo-saxons,  abd  from 
which  our  paHiamc^t  seems  to  have  originated.  Blsh-« 
ops,  judges,  and  thanes  composed  it,  and  it  does  not 
Appear  that  the  lower  orders,  or  bulk  of  tte  people  were 
there  any  how  represented.  The  business  Of  this  as« 
sembly  was  prepared  arid  opened  by  the  king.— Another 
high  court,  but  inferior  to  the  former,  was  the  Shire* 
gemotCy  in  which  much  business  was  transacted,  in  the 
"way  of  a  modem  assize.  The  Eolderman,  or  the  Eorle 
was  the  president,  and  the  domestnen,  or  judges,  with* 
certain  lazxmeny  as  they  were  called,  formed  the  bench. 

b^lngSy  of  both  sexes,  oiTetegant  rorms,  and  in  (he  Tery  bloom  ofy^nth^ 
(a  sight  sufficient  to  eicite  piiy,  even  in  barbarians,)  daily  offered  for 
sate  to  the  first  pu^hner.  Accursed'deed  !  Infamoua  disgrace !  that 
men,  acting  in  a  mannef  which  brutal  instihct  alone  would  haTe  for- 
bidden, should  sell  into  slavery  their  relations,  nay  even  their  off^ 
i|>ring!  "  >  lifs  of  fPolttan,  hish^  q/  Tyorattfr^  B.  ii>  c.  S0»— [see 
JMinburgfa  Review,  Jnly,  180S.] 
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tt  Tras  hdd  only  twice  in  the  year.— The  Hundred 
Court  came  next,  over  which  the  Hundredary  presided. 
Saks  of  estates,  registering  of  Wills,  manumission  of 
tlaves,  Sec.  were  here  transacted.  It  was  also  called 
Wapontake^  firom  the  custom  of  always  attending  well 
armed*  It  was  the  repository  of  deeds  and  records,  wag 
held  monthly,  and  had  the  jurisdiction  of  ten  tythings. 

Compensation  to  the  injured  party  or  his  fiunily^ 
rather  than  the  annoyance  of  the  criminal,  being  the 
principle  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  jurisprudence,  capital 
punishm^ts  were  unfirequent.  The  chastity  of  maidens 
was  protected  by  very  severe  laws;  the  ravisherofa 
nun  was  fined  as  an  assassin,  and  the  violator  of  a  child 
incurred  the  penalty  of  a  severe  ihutilation.  Murder, 
as  well  as  manslaughter,  might  be  atonedfor,  at  a  stated 
price:  every  wound  had  its  exact  value;  robbery  was 
venial,  and  when  committed  on  a  bordering  country^ 
(although  in  peace)  was  ahnost  deemed  laudable.  * 

•  Petit  Andrews  Hist,  of  Great  Britaio^  1.  84.  Another  (ustoriaa 
informs  ui,  that  the  great  iordt  and  abbots,  among  the  Anglo-saxons^ 
possessed  a  criminal  jurisdiction  Within  their  territories,  and  could 
punish  or  protect  without  appeal.  This  power,  he  sajrs,  «ras  In  some 
measure  restrained  by  the  established  administration  ot  justice,  by  the 
courts  of  decennaiy,  the  hundred,  and  the  county.  In  the  Anglo-sazoQ 
courts,  the  accused  was  allowed  to  clear  himself  by  his  own  oath,  and 
the  concurring  oaths  of  his  friends.  These  were  called  compurgators^ 
and  sometimes  amounted  to  dOO  .  Th?  practices  also  of  hingle  com* 
hat,  and  the  oideal,  were  allowed  in  doubtful  cases;  and  absurd  as  they 
may  appear,  the  result  was  deemed  complete  evidence,  for  or  against 
the  accused,  or  suspected  person.^^-The  punishment  of  crimes  was 
not  less  singular  than  the  geaeial  proofr  of  guilt.  A  fine  was  the  cus- 
tommry  mode  of  commuting  the  punishment  of  the  blackest  offences; 
and  as  fines  Were  a  source  of  rerenue,  they  were  fixed  with  the  nicest 
e,oo  a  graduated  scale,  corresponding  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
Thus  a  wound  of  an  inch  long,  under  the  hair^  was  compound** 
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It  irm  in  the  institutiw  of  Tyihings^  or  neigfabouT' 
skips,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  i^peared 
most  conspicuous  and  admirable.  Ev&y  |en  fiimilies 
were  connected  together,  as  fellows  in  arms  and  in 
civil  society.  Each  answered  for  the  others  good  be- 
havior to  the  magistratei  and  ea^  joined  in  paying 
the  penalty  which  any  one  member  might  casnaUy  in- 
cur. A  man  who  was  not  inroUed  in  these  tythings  was 
avcnded  by  aU,  as  a  wtfgihooA  and  person  of  bad  cha« 
lacter;  nor  could  he  hope  to  be  admitted  to  a  tything  un- 
less his  probity  was  generally  acknowledged.  To  Alfred 
this  excelleat  institution  is  said  to  owe  its  perfectioiu 
and  its  effects  on  society  must  have  been  verygreatand 
salutary.  * 

Of  the  customs  of  tho  ancient  inhabitants  cS  Lynn, 
and  of  the  Anglo-Sas^ons  in  general,  relating  to  mo^rt- 
mony^  the  following  appear  to  have  been  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  and  striking.  —Every  unmarried  wo- 
man was  supposed  to  have  a  guardian,  or  owner:  the 
virgin  belonged  to  her  father,  brother,  unde,  or  near- 
est male  relation;  the  widow  claimed  the  same  protectioa 
from  her  husband's  male  relatives;  the  lover  was  obliged 
to  buy  his  mistress,  of  her  guardian,  by  a  gift,  the  a- 
mount  of  which  was  settled  by  a  law,  that  set  a  highar 
'  price  on  the  maid,  by  one  half,  than  on  the  relict,  If 
unadvisedly  the  wooer  wedded  the  lady  without  the 
guardian's  consent,  her  property  and  goods  were  still 
the  property  of  that  giuudyin,  and  an  injuiy  oflSsred 

cd  for  with  one  shilling;  a  wound  of  the  like  sitfi  in  ths  ftce,  with  two 
shillings )  and  thirty  shillings  wu  th«  compensatloQ  fiorthe  lo»  of  a* 
ear)  and  so  on  in  proportion.«*->MAtor»  1.  77.        *  Sm  Andrews. 
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to  ber  was  to  be  atoned  for  to  him,  and  not  to  the  spouse^ 
At  the  wedding,  the  guardian  deUvered  up  his  ward  to 
the  husband,  a  friend  of  whom  had  previously  avdwed 
himself  the  guarantee  of  a  proper  provision  for  the  bride 
in  case  of  bis  death.  At  the  feast  which  followed,  the 
osual  aiMl  laige  presents  of  gold,  silver,  arms^  cloths, 
houshold  stuff,  &c.  made  by  the  invited  friends  and 
relations,  formed  the  portion  of  the  bride,  who  had  be- 
side, from  custom  immemorial,  a  right  to  a$k  of  her 
mato,  on  the  next  sun-rising  ^fier  her  nuptials,  a  gift^ 
to  serve  her  as  pin-money*  Ab  to  what  related  to  iff- 
varcesy  anumg  these  people,  we  meet  witb  no  particular 
account.  In  the  ecbica^idn  of  theb  children,  they  only 
sought  to  render  them  daunfless,  and  apt  finr  the  two 
most  important  occupatimis  of  their  friture  lives,  war 
and  the  chase.  It  was  an  usual  trial  of  a  child's  courage 
to  place  him  on  the  sloping  roof  of  a  building,  and  if^ 
without  screaming  or  apparent  terror,  he  held  fitst,  it 
was  deemed  a  &VQurable  oa^m^  nod  he  was  pronounc« 
ed  a  brace  bojf. 

The  burial  cetemony  is  said  to  have  been  much  more 
joyous  among  them  than  that  of  marriage;  which  seems 
to  imply  something  very  unnatural,  as  well  as  barbarous. 
The  house  io  w)iich  the  body  lay  till  its  biirial,  was  a 
perpetual  scene  of  feasting,  singing,  dancing,  and  every 
species  of  riot.  This,  of  course,  was  very  expensive 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased)  and  it  was  in  some  places 
carried  so  fiur,  that  the  corpse  was  forcibly  kept  unburied 
by  the  visiting  friends,  till  they  were  certain  that  they 
Jttd  co^sqmadi  in  gamea  and  frantie  festivity,  all  the 
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vealth  the  deceased  had  left  behind  him. ^Nothing  can 
well  exceed  the  barbarism  and  brutbhness  of  such  a  cus- 
tom: and  yet  it  seems  to  have  long  continued  in  some 
parts  of  thb  iskmd  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity, 
imd  even  of  protestantism.    Nay,  some  remains  of  it  are 
known  to  have  existed  in  some  places  within  the  memo- 
ry of  some  of  the  present  inhabitants.    It  is  surprizing 
how  tenacious  mankind  often  are  of  their  ancient  customs, 
be  they  ever  so  vile,  unseemly,  or  heathenbh.  Heathen- 
ish,    certainly,  or  of  pagan  origin,  must    this  most 
odious  practice  have  been:  but  it  is  not  the  only  Engl- 
ish  custom  that  comes  under  that  description.     The 
Waitesj  that  usuaUy  go  about  before  Christmas,  may  be 
considered  as  of  the  self-'same  origin,  and  belonged,  in 
all  likelihood,  to  a  certain  pagan,  riotous,  and  lawless 
fisast,  celebrated  atthat  time  of  the  year:  the  precursor  and 
prototype  of  our  principal  christian  festival.   The  ush- 
ering  in  of  May  with  the  bhwingof  homsy  a  custom  now 
almost,  if  not  altogether /i^caf/tar  $o  Lymiy  seems  evident- 
ly to  be  of  the  same  class.  It  is  still  most  tenaciously  kept 
up  in  this  town,  by  the  boys  and  children,  though  no- 
body pretends  to  know  either  its  meaning  or  its  origin. 
But  as  May-Day  is  known  to  have  been  one  of  the  high- 
est and  most  notable  days  of  the  year  among  our  heathen 
ancestors,  the  said  custom  may  very  safely  be  concluded 
to  have  originated  with  them;  especially  as  that  day 
does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  very  much  thought 
of  by  the  papists. 

A  notable  custom  among  the  Anglo-Saxon  christians 
^f  (he  eighth  century,  and  from  whiphLynn  cannot  be 
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supposed  exempted^  yms  that  of  the  Ckrgy  tisaally 
celebrating  Mass,  or  administering  the  Sacrament  wilh^^ 
out  Shoes  and  Stockings^  and  with  chalices  made  of 
horn:  which  seems  to  shew,  that  they  had  not  then  ar- 
rived at  that  sacerdotal  pride  and  pomp,  at  least  in  re- 
gard to  their  dress,  which  became  so  prevalent  among 
those  of  their  order  in  latter  times,  when  they  thought 
fxapex  to  assume  a  consequence  so  &r  above  the  othet 
orders  of  the  community. 

In  private  life  the  Anglo-Saxons  are  said  to  have  been 
devout  to  the  extreme  of  credulity,  and  hospitable  to 
drunken  extravagance.  Their  manners  were  rough,  but 
social;  their  tables  were  plainly,  but  plentifully  served. 
Large  joints  of  roasted  meat  seem  to  have  had  the  pre« 
ference;  salted  victuals  also  were  much  in  use.  At  ta« 
ble,  the  rank  of  the  guests  was  strictly  observed;  and, 
by  the  laws  of  Canute,  a  person  sitting  above  his  proper 
staticm  was  to  be  pelted  out  of  his  place  with  bones,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  company,  without  the  privilege  of 
taking  offence.  The  lady,  (or,  as  the  Saxons  named 
her,  leaf-dim^  the  bread  giver)  sat,  as  now,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  table,  and  distributed  the  provisions 
to  her  guests.  The  liquors  used  at  genteel  tables  were 
wine,  ale,  and  spiced  ale,  pigment  (a  composition  of 
wine,  spice,  and  honey,)  morat,  (honey  diluted  with 
mulberry  juice)  and  mead.  *  Such,  as  may  reason- 
ably be  concluded,  was  the  state  of  things  with  regard 
to  these  matters,  in  the  best  of  the  families  of  I^ynn  at 

^ose  times. 

2k 
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Section  III.  State  of  learning^  md  of  the  medical 
profession^  among  the  Anglo-Saxons. 

Learning  during  the  time  now  alluded  to  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb  in  this  Country  ^^ Among  the  various  dis* 
couragemen(8,  (says  Andrews')  which  literature  was 
obliged  to  encountei*  in  this  ill-fated  period  may  be  reck- 
oned the  extreme  scarcity  of  materials  for  writing.'*  A 
strong  proof  of  which  (lie  adds)  is  that  many  of  the 
MSS.  of  the  iOthand  11th  centuries  are  written  on 
parchment,  from  which  older  works  (perhaps  the  De- 
cades of  Livy)  have  been  erased."  It  was  for  want  of 
parchment  to  draw  the  deeds  upon,  (as  he  supposes,) 
that  estates  were  then  frequently  conveyed  from  one  fiu 
mily  to  another  by  the  ceremony  of  a  turf  and  a  stone, 
delivered  before  witnesses,  without  any  written  agree- 
ment. However  that  was,  England  even  in  those  dark 
times,  exhibited  some  rays  of  intellectual  light,  and  pro- 
duced some  literary  characters  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  more  enlightened  ages.  Bede^  in  particular, 
styled  the  Venerable^  wlio  flourished  in  the  8th  centu- 
ry, and  has  been  called,  the  zcise  Saxon^  is  believed  to 
liave  comprised,  in  eight  folio  volumes,  the  whole  body 
of  knowledge  that  his  age  afforded*  To  him  may  be 
added  Egbert^  arch-bishop  of  York,  and  hb  pupil  ^A 
tuin,  both  distinguished  in  their  day  for  extraordinary 
litcmry  attainments,  Alfred  and  his  learned  associates 
appeared  in  the  9tli  century,  and  were  the  ornaments  of 
that  dark  age;  but  the  light  which  they  exhibited  was 
not  lasting,  and  they  left  no  successors  that  were  any 
way  worthy  of  them.  In  the  iOth  (and  most  part  of  the 
ilth)  century^  scarce  any  man  of  literature  appeared 
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among  the  English.    Eljric  is  said  to  have  been  by 
fiurthe  most  remarkable  and  eminent.    He  was  styled 
the  grammariany  from  his  haying  written  a  latin  gram- 
mar.    Two  volomes  of  homilies,  in  MS.  translated  by 
liim  from  the  latin  into  the  Saxon  language,  are  sud  to 
be  still  extant.   Very  few  beside  have  ii|  any  d^reecon- 
tributed  to  illuminate  the  glomn  of  that  dismal  perickl. 
Gerberty  however,  who,  from  a  few  origin,' was  advanc- 
ed to  the  papal  chair  in  999,  under  the  name  of  Stives'^ 
ier  II«  deserves  to  be  respectfully  noticed,  as  it  is  to  his 
experience,  gained  by  travel,  and  a  long  residence  a« 
mong  foreign  nations,  that  our  arithmetic  is  said  to  owe 
the  use  of  the  Saracen  numerals.-**But  as  none  of  these 
persons  appear  to  have  sprung  from  Lynn,  or  its  vicini- 
ty, no  further  notice  can  property  be  taken  of  them  in 
thb  work;  and  what  has  been  already  said  of  them  and 
other  extraneous  matters^  was  cbiefly  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  pointing  out  the  probable  state  of  things  at 
Lynn  in  the  meantime,  for  want  of  more  suitable  and 
appropriate  materials* 

PuTSic  and  Surgery,  during  those  early  ages,  were 
In  a  most  wretohed  state  in  thiscoimtry,  and,  of  course^ 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Lynn.  0!d  women  were  then 
ttie  chief  professors  of  the  medical  art;  and  as  they 
iBingled  channs  and  spells  with  their  prescriptions,  the 
patient's  fimcy  sometimes  effected,  or,  at  least,  assisted 
in  eflfecting  the  cure.  As  Christianity  gained  ground, 
Ike  deigy,  having  much  time  on  their  hands,  applied 
themselves  \o  the  study  of  medicine,  but  made  so  litdo 
progress,  (hat  for  a  long  time,  Hohf  Water  leems  to 
«  K  2^ 
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have  been  the  praiaripdoii  to  wMch  they  chieflylrasted. 
If  holy  water  were  gtill  in  use,  as  a  popular,  faghionaUe, 
or  fiivmirite  medical  prescription,  instead  of  the  innu- 
merable patent  medicines,  and  other  yile  quackeries  that 
now  disgrace  this  illfiited  country,  it  had  been  better,  no 
doubt,  for  the  health  and  constitutions  of  myriads  of  our 
unwary  and  credulous  fisUow- subjects.  There  seems, 
however,  $ut  little  prospect  of  an  end  to  this  great  and 
growing  evil,  while  quackery  continues  to  be  so  conve* 
nient  and  gainful  to  the  state,  or  to  contribute  so  largely, 
as  it  now  does,  to  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom.  But  it 
is  not  the  only  public  evil,  the  prospect  of  whose  eztinc^ 
(io4  appears  very  dist^  and  hc^eless. 


Sectioi?  IV.  Expressive  and  remarkable  hatnes  of 
ihe  months — state  of  the  coinage^  or  currency-^gene* 
ral  value  of  different  commodities  in  this  country  before 
the  conquest — slaoery^comparison  with  the  present 
course  of  things. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ljnn  and  the  rest  of  their  ooun* 
trymen,  ia  the  Anglo-saxon  ages,  could  give  more  satis* 
factory  reasons,  it  seems,  for  the  nam^  of  their  months, 
than  we  can  for  those  of  ours.  December,  which  with 
them  stood  first,  was  called  Midmnter-^monathy  the 
midwinter  months  January,  wag  denominated  Aefter^ 
yuloy  that  is^  after  Christmas,  orr^her,  nfterthe  feast 
called  Yda,a  pagan,  liotons,  lawless  festival^  observed 
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«t  that  time  of  the  year,  and  to  Trhicb  our  Christmas 
micoeeded,  i?ith  no  small  resemblance.    February,  they^ 
called  Sol-monathj  the  sun  month,  from  the  returning  of 
the  sun  at  that  season.     March,  they  named  Rhedcy  or 
Rdh^monaihj  the  rough,  or  rugged  month,    April's 
name  was  Easter-monathy  from  a  favourite  Saxon  god- 
dess, whose  festival  was  kept  at  that  time,  and  may  be 
said  tobe  still  kept  ^y  us,  under  the.  idea  of  the  christian 
possover,  which  we  seem  to  have  dedicated  to  that  same 
pagan  goddess,  by  our  continuing  to  preserve  her  pre- 
cious memoiy ,  and  cdebrating  the  feast  still  in  her  name* 
May  was  called  JVimikhiy  froni  the  cowd  being  then 
miBLed  three  times  in  the  day.    June's  name  was  Sere^ 
monathy  the  dry  month.    July  was  called  Moed-mcnathy 
the  mead  month,  from  the  meads  being  then  in  their 
Uoom  andbeauty,  or  the  people  being  there  employed  in 
hay  makings    August  had  the  name  of  Weod^numath^ 
flie  weed  month,  from  the  luxuriance,  or  abundance  of 
weeds  at  that  time,    September  was  named  Hwrftst^ 
numaihj  or  the  harvest  month.    October  bore  the  name 
of  Winter'fylliihy.ot  winterfall,  from  winter  approach- 
ing with  the  friU  moon  of  that  month.    November,  their 
hist  month,  they  called  JBloi^numathy  blood  month,  from 
ihe  blood  pf  the  cattle  then  slain  ^nd  stored  for  winter 
provision* 

The  Anglo-saxons  are  said  to  have  made  use  of  coini 
as  early  as  the  rdgn  of  Ethelbright,  or  Ethelbert,  who 
gofvemed  Kent  from  561  to  616;  as  the  fines  ordered  in 
his  laws  are  all  estimated  by  shillings,  which  was  even 
then  9  denomination  of  money.    The  monqr^ponnd  of 
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the  Anglo-saxpns^  is  thought  to  have  been  the  same  with 

the  Tower-pound  long  in  use  at  the  mint,  and  to  have 

weighed  less  than  the  Troy-pound  by  |  of  a  Troy-ounce. 

Its  value  was  about  21.  16s.  3d^  of  modem  money.  *  The 

Mark  J  like  the  Pound  an  imaginary  coin,  weighed  eight 

ounces,  or  two  thirds  of  the  Pound.   The  merchant  reck* 

oned  13  ounces  to  the  mark.    Its  value  was  1/.  17«.  9d. 

The  Mancusy  a  real  coin,  was  valued  at  the  8th.  of  a 

mark,  or  4^.  and  8d.    The  Shilling,  a  real  coin,  was 

worth  about  eleven  pence  farthing  of  our  money.     The 

Anglo-saxon  penny,  (pening,  or  sceata,)  was  a  silver 

coin,  and  weighed  uear^ree-penoe  of  ourmcmey.  This 

little  piece  would  do  more  in  those  times  for  its  owner, 

than  some  sliillings  would  do  now.      Halflings  and 

*  Feorthlings,  were  tjie  half,  and  the  fourth,  or  quarter  of 

the  Anglo-saxon  penny,  and  were  of  silver.     To  those 

tnay  be  added  a  small  brass  coin  called  Styca.     Beside 

these  coins,  it  was  usual  with  the  Anglo-saxoos  to  com* 

~  plete  the  sum  des^ned  for  any  particular  purpose,  by 

'  adding  what  they  called  Ike  mone^y    such  as  oxen, 

'  sheep,  horses,  or  slaves;  j:  which  last  species  of  traffick 

was  canied  to  an  almost  incredible  height  of  brutality. 

^  pt,  Henry— Petit  Andrewi^^Another  modei;B  histoma  informs  m 
that  the  Saxon  poond^  ks  likewise  that  which  was  coined  for  some 
centuries  after  the  conquest,  was  near  three  times  the  weight  of  our 
present  money.  There  was  (as  he  says)  forty  ei^ht  shillings  in  the 
pound,  and  a  Saxon  schilling  was.  nearly  a  fifth  heavier  than  ours«  Dr« 
l4avor*j.  Hist     Engl         1.     78. 

{  The  princess  G/Ma,  daughter,  or  near  relation  to  king  Canute,  and 
wife  of  Earl  Goodwin,  is  said  to  have  made  a  vast  fortune  by  dealing  in 
.  slaves;  a  traffic  which  then  shockingly  disgraced  this  country,  as  indeed 
it  has  done  in  our  own  time.  Mnttoi  was  then,  what  Uver^oi  has  ie« 
cently  been>  the  chief  port  to  cherish  and  carry  on  this  ^detestable  coqi- 
nerce.  This  northemcoast  «lso,  from  Scotland  to  the  Humber,  wai 
distinguished  on  the  same  jiocount.    We  are  told,bjr  WiUwi  oCMalmt- 
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The  value  or  price  of  cattle,  land,  and  otlier  com- 
modities, in  the  times  of  which  y/e  are  now  speakings 
amounted  to  but  a  very  small  portion  of  what  they  now 
fetch.  **  By  the  laws  of  Athelstan,  (says  Dr.  Mavor) 
a  sheep  was  valued  at  a  shilling,  or  fifteen-pence  of  our 
money:  an  ox  was  computed  at  six  times  the  value  of 
a  sheep,  and  a  cow  at  fdlur.  A  horse  was  valued  at 
thirty  shillings  of  our  money,  and  a  mare  at  twenty-four. 
Between  the  years  900  and.IOOO,  a  hide  of  land  was 
purchased  fox  about  one  hundred  and  eighteen  shillings^ 
which  was  little  more  than  a  shilling  per  acre.  *  On  the 

bary^  that  the  NorthumbrUnf  vmd  to  teU  their  nearest  relatloiis  for 
their  own  advantage;  and  Dr.  Henry  lays,  that  English  Slaves  wer* 
then,  like  cattle,  exposed  to  sale  in  all  the  markets  of  Europe.  Many 
of  the  SlaTe-merchants  of  ;that  period  were  /rwi^  who  ft>iin<f  a  good 
market  for  their  tmgBtk  and  christim  Slav4t  among  the  Saracens  in  Spaia 
and  Jfriea*  At  Rome  also,  we  read  of  english  slaves  being  exposed  for 
sale,  as  early  as  the  7th  century.  It  is^  moreover,  highly  probable  thai 
Lynn  and  other  neighbouring  ports  were  long  concerned  in  the  same 
odious  employmefit.  Even  as  late  as  the  reign  of  king  Jokn^  the  Irish 
•sed  to  import  many  slaves  from  Bristol.  To  add  to  the  brutality  of  this 
vile  prooceeding,  the  Selleii  always  took  care  that  the  females  should 
be  in  a  condition  which  might  enable  them  to  demand  a  higher  price 
from  the  purchasers.  What  put  an  end,  at  last,  to  this  horrid  traf 
fickf  is  said  to  have  been,  not  the  virtue  of  the  English*  but  the  com. 
punction  of  the  Irish,  who  were  shocked  at  it,  under  the  idea'  that  cer- 
tain national  misfortunes  which  had  befallen  them  were  divine  judg- 
ments, for  having  been  concerned  in  so  iniquitous  a  business  -i^Our  un« 
feeling  advocates  for  the  slave  trade,  who  have  so  long  dishonoured 
'  this  nation,  and  are  still  in  no  small  numbers  among  us,  are  little  aware^ 
that  time  was,  when  their  own  ancestors  were  in  a  similar  situation  with 
the  present  inhabitantt  of  Africaj  being  liable^  like  them,  to  be 
bought  and  told  into  slavery;  and  that  other  nations  actually 
traded  here  for  Slaves,  as  we  have  so  long  done  in  modem  times 
to  the  ooast  of  GsftM.— If  they  cannot  put  themselves  in  the  place 
of  the  poor  negroes,  and  feel  for  them,  they  ought,  at  least,  to  do 
so  in  regard  to  their  own  ancestors,  and  so  learn  some  degree  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity,  ifnothing  else  can  teach  them. 

•  He  might  have  said>  smrakai  Uu  than  a  shilling  an  acre*  if*  M  tome 
luive  asserted,  the  hide  comprehended  IsO  acres. 
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whole,  (he  adds)  when  we  combuie  the  alteration  in  the 
weight  of  the  pound,  ;uid  the  modem  value  of  the  pre« 
cious  metals  from  their  greater  plenty^  we  may  conoeive 
every  snm  of  money  mentioned  by  historians,  during 
the  Anglo-Saxon,  and  even  the  Norman  times,  as  if  it 
were  multiplied  more  than  a. hundred-fold  above  a  sum 
of  the  same  denomination  at  present. 


.  SiScTiON  v.  Probability  thai  Lynn  was  formerttf 
concerned  in  the  exportation  of  slaves --comparison  bc" 
twcen  the  ancient  and  modem  English  slaioe^alers'^ 
slaves  and  horses  the  chief  exports  of  this  country  in 
those  days-^orn  not  then  exported^  though  it  had  been 
formerly^imports-^ommerce  -^miscellaneous  hints  and 
observations. 

Considering  how  very  fruitful  in  slaves  England  ap- 
pears to  have  been  under  the  Anglo-saxons,  and  how 
commonly  they  bought  and  sold  their  slaves,  (and  even 
their  own  kindred,)  and  that  they  were  actually  a  prin- 
cipal article  of  their  exports  to  other  countries,  {  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  Lynn  and  other  Norfolk  ports 
were  then  deeply  concerned  in  that  traffic— Slaves  are 
known  to  ha^^e  then  abounded  in  the  parts  about  this  town; 
and  no  other  commodity,  or  produce  of  the  country, 
was  more  marketable,  or  saleable,  both  at  home  and 
abroad:  we  may  therefore  be  sure  that  the  merchants  and 

I  Heniy    it.    S37«  8^  9. 
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<q[Nileiit  people  of  Lynn  ware  not  inattentive  to  so  fash- 
ionable and  profitable  a  branch  of  commerce.  Some  in- 
deed, even  then,  disapproved  of  it,  and  a  bishop,  of  the 
oame  of  Wolfstan^  is  said  to  have  firmly  set  his  face  a« 
gainst  it  at  Bristol,  and  to  have  made  the  people  some- 
what ashamed  of  their  proceedings;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  relinquished  it,  for  Bristol  continued 
to  be  the  chief  English  mart  for  slaves,  long  after  hi« 
time.  His  conduct,  however,  was  highly  laudable, 
memorable,  and  exemplary;  but  where  among  out 
modem  prelates,  can  we  find  one  that  has  virtue  or  for«« 
<itude  enough  to  imitate  the  noble  example  oi  Wolfstanf 

How  vile  and  mercenary  must  the  character  of  thosQ 
«nciait  English  dealers  in  human  flesh  appear,  when 
we  contemplate  them  as  selling  their  own  countrymen 
and  neighbours,  and  even  their  kindred!  It  reminds  ua  of 
what  has  ofteh  been  said  of  the  modem  commercial,  or 
mercantile  character:  that  a  merchant  would  aeU  hisowu 
fiither,  if  he  could  do  it  safely  and  gainfully.— between 
our  ancient  and  modem  English  slave  dealers,  there  iM 
some  dissimilarity,  though  they  both  acted  from  the  sam* 
principle,  and  the  conduct  of  each  appears  thoroughly 
unjostifiaUe  and  atrocious— The  latter  dealt  only  iu 
strangers,  at  a  great  distance,  and  of  another  colour; 
but  the  former  trafficked,  as  was  before  observed,  in 
their  own  countrymen,  and  near  neighbours,  brought 
up  among  them,  and,  occasionally,  even  in  their  ow9 
near  relations.  Of  the  two,  therefore,  the  conduct  of 
the  andeuts  appears,  at  first  sight,  as  fiir  the  most  an«^ 
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nataral  and  shocking;  bat  ihat  mil  cease  to  be  the  case^ 
upon  further  consideration,  and  when  times  and  cir- 
cumstances are  duly  attended  to.  Those  ancients  lived 
in  rude  and  barbarous  ages,  when  the  natural  rights 
of  man  were  not  understood,  and  when  darkness  visible 
was  every  where  predominant;  which  must,  in  some 
measure,  extenuate  their  misdeeds.  But  our  modem 
slave-dealers  have  carjried  ontheiroperation^  in  the  open 
day,  and  in  the  veiy  face  of  the  sun— they  have  ad- 
hered to  this  niost  barbarous  and  savage  traffick  in  the 
most  enlightened  age  of  the  worl4— they  have  persisted 
in  it,  in  spite  of  the  frequent  and  solemn  remonstrances 
of  the  most  virtuous  and  enlightened  of  their  country- 
men, and  in  defiance  of  the  clearest  demonstrations  of 
the  flagiciousness  of  their  conduct.  They  have,  there- 
fore, no  cloak  for  their  sin,  no  excuse  or  palliating  plea 
for  their  atrocities.  To  them  belongs  the  preeminence 
of  turpitude  and  infamy,  and  they  may  be  said  to  stand 
at  the  head  of  those  monsters  who  hs^ve  been  a  disgrace 
to  Christianity,  to  humanity,  and  to  their  country  • 

Sl(rDes  and  horses  appear  to  have  been  the  principal, 
if  not  the  only  articles  exported  from  thb  country  du- 
ring the  Anglo-Saxon  ages.  Com  constituted  then  no 
article  of  our  exports,  though  it  had  done  so  fonnerly, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  while  Britain  formed  a  part 
of  the  Roman  Empire.  Agriculture  must  therefore 
have  miserably  declined  here  since  the  arrival. of  the 
Saxons,  and  the  country  had  no  reason  to  congratulate 
itself  on  its  change  of  masters.  After  the  introduction 
of^ristianity  the  monks  are  said  to  have  been,  by  much 
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the  best  husbandmen^  and  also  the  best,  if  not  the  only 
gardeners  in  the  country.  They  were  certainly  the 
most  enlightened  class  of  the  community,  and  the  little 
knowledge  and  learning  which  the  country  then  possess*' 
ed  were  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  confined  within  the 
solenm  precinct^  of  the  monasteries. 

Of  our  imports  in  those  days,  books^  reUcSy  pictures^ 
and  images  of  saintSy  clerical  vestments y  and  church  or* 
moments  J  are  said  to  have  been  the  chief  articles;  which 
gives  bat  a  veiy  miserable  idea  of  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  commerce,  in  the  mean  time.— ^They  were* 
however,  not  the  only  articles,  for  it  appears  that  zoines 
also  were  imported  from  France  and  Spain,  cloths  from 
Germany  and  Flanders,  furs,  deer-skins,  (and  proba- 
bly,  bear-skins,)  ropes,  whale  oil,   &c.   from  Scan- 
dinaviat  and  even  a  portion  of  all  the  different  com- 
modities then  known  in  any  part  of  Europe  is  supposed 
to  have  been  at  that  period  imported  to  this  country. 
Yet  the  balance  6{  trade  is  said  to  have  been  much  in 
our  favour— that  is,  we  got  much  more  by  the  sale  of 
OUT  Slaves  and  horses,  in  which  our  exports  consisted, 
than  what  we  lost  or  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  all  the 
various  articles  which  we  imported,  many  of  which, 
at  the  same  time,  musthavebeenpr^y  expensive.  This 
seems  to  imply,  that  those  S/oz^es  and  Aor^e^,  with  which 
foreign  markets  were  supplied  from  hence,  must  have 
been  very  numerous,  as  well  as  very  beneficial  and  lu- 
crative to  our  English  merchants. 

.     During  some  part  of  this  paiodthe  shij^ping  of  Eog-' 

2h2 
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Iftnd  seems  to  have  been  pretty  numerous;  bui  wha^ 
portion  of  it  belonged  to  the  port  of  Lynn  does  not  ap- 
'  pear.  The  royal  navy  too,  was  at  times  on  a  respecta- 
ble footing,  particularly  in  the  reigns  of  Alfred  and 
Canute,  as  weU  as  in  those  of  £dgar,  sumamed  the 
peaceable,  and  Ethelred:  the  latter  is  said  to  have  po6« 
sessednear  800  sail  of  men  of  war,  {  butthey  were  all 
what  would  now  be  called  small  vessels.  The  military 
force  of  the  kingdom  consisted  generally  <rf'about  50,000, 
though  on  extraordinary  occasions  it  considerably  ex* 
ceeded  tha£  number. 

For  a  long  time,  markets  were  usually  kept  on  Sfui- 
doys^  in  or  near  some  church j  but  that  being  found 
somewhat  inconvenient,  as  interfering  with  the  religious 
service  of  the  day,  they  were  afterwards  changed  to 
Saturdays.     Iht  fairs  of  those  times  were  also  geneFolly 
kept  within  the  precincts  of  some  great  churches,  or  me- 
nastaries,.  on  some  notable  day,  generally  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  patron  saint,  and  it  was  customary  to  oblige 
every  comer  to  the  fair,  at  the  gate,  before  he  entered, 
to  swear  that  he  would  neither  &'e,  steal^  nor  cheati 
which  might  be  very  useful,  if  the  people  had  then  a 
proper  sense  of  the  sacredness  of  oaths,  otherwise  it  would 
be  of  but  little  avail,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  it  would  also  be 
in  the  present  day,  when,  from  the  multiplicity  or  com« 
luonness  of  oaths,  a  disposition  to  trifle  with,  or  make 
light  of  them  is  notoriously  prevalent.    For  holding 
these  feirs,  bishops  and  abbots  obtained  charters  from 
the  crown,  with  a  view  to  increase  their  own  levenaet 

J    Henrj  ir.   ^4. 
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by  llie  ton^  Tirhich  such  charters  would  authorise  them  ta 
levy  OQ  such  occasioi^.  Thus  every  thing  contributed 
to  the  aggrandizement  of  the  church.  Before  the  end 
of  this  period,  the  clergy  had  possession  of  more  than 
a  third  part  of  aU  the  land  ii|  the  kingdom,  with  the 
tithes  of  all  the  rest. 

Much  atteiition  was  then  bestowed  on  the  decoration 
of  churches  and  religious  houses.     Oigans  and  bells 
were  introduced  toward  the  latter  part  of  this  period. 
The  fiEunous  Saint  Dunstan  gave  a  fine  organ,  in  the 
leign  of  £dgar,  io  the  abbey  of  Glastcmbury.    Bella 
became  very  common  about  the  10th  century,  and  were 
hung  in  the  towers  of  churches,  which  were  then  all  of 
wood:  only  the  altars  were,  it  seems,  built  of  stone.  - 
The  first  set  of  bells  in  this  kingdom,  that  we  hefur  of^ 
was  at  Croyiand,  in  Lincolnshire,  in  the  reign  of  Ath« 
dstan,  a  gift  of  the  abbot  Turketui  to  that  celebrated 
monastery.  *  There  had,  however,  been  single  bells  in 
England  long  before  that  period,  and  even  as  early  as 
the  7th  century,  as  is  attested  by  Bede.    In  the  time  of 
M.  Paris,  bells  were  not  allowed  to  ring  at  funerals,  as 
inspirii^  too  gay  and  unsuitable  ideas.     Clocks  also 
b^;an  to  be  introduoed  here  toward  the  close  of  this 

^  As  a  proof  of  the  salubrity  of  Croyland,  and  the  temperance  of  its 
'  monks  in  thote  days,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  when  Turketui,  who 
bad  been  chancellor  of  England,  and  one  of  the  greatest  warriors  and 
statesmen  of  his  time,  retired  ftom  the  world,  and  became  abbot  of 
Croylaikl,  be  found  five  aged  monks  there,  to  whom  he  paid  particular 
attention.  The  eldest  of  them  died  in  973,  in  his  169th.  year:  the 
second  died  within  the  same  year,  at  the  age  of  142:  the  third  died  the 
next  year,  aged  1 15;  the  other  two  are  thought  to  have  been  about  the 
smme  age  as  the  last.  Their  names  were  CtarsukaU^  SwrnrUtigf  Twrgar, 
Bnms,  and  ^>o.— Croyland  is  not  now  remaikahle  Ibr  its  niubrity,  or 
the  loDgtf  it|  of  its  inabitants. 
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period.    About  the  same  time,  tbe  English  beg:an  to  be 
ex|)ert  and  noted  manufacturers  of  woollen  cloth;  tbe 
value  of  a  sheep's  fleece,  of  course,  was  then  well  under- 
stood,  and  rated  at  two  fifths  of  the  animal's  whole  price. 
Silk,  though  now  beginning  to  be  imported,  was  not 
woven  here  until  some  centuries  afterwards:  linen,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  extremely  scarce.    It  is  very  remark- 
able, but  seemingly  an  unquestionable  feet,  that  highly 
finished  works  in  gold  and  silver,  were  the  pfbduction 
even    of  ,our  darkest   ages;      The  monks,  in  those 
times,  were  the  best  artists,  and  the  famous  St.  Dnnstan 
inferior  to  none  of  them*     Yet  the  mean*  of  supplying 
life  with  necessaries,  appear  to  have  been  but  imper- 
fectly known  and  cultivated.    The  pagans  of  Sussex, 
In  the  7th.  century,  though  starving  for  want  of  food, 
knew  not  how  to  catch  any  fish,  except  eels,  until  bish- 
op WiUred,  wlio  came  ttiitber  in  678,  instructed  them 
in  the  tise  of  nets.     He  took  300  at  a  draught;  and  by 
thus  supplying  their  bodily  wants,  rendered  their  minds 
tractable  to  his  doctrines,  and  easily  succeeded  in  their 
conversion. —  ♦  Our  modem  missionaries  to  the  south 
«ca  isles,  and  other  foreign  parts,  would  do  wdl  to  im- 
itate his  example,  and  not  confine  thdr  attention  or  la- 
bours solely  to  religious  instruction.    A  goodly  pattern 
of  the  same  kind  has  also  been  very  lately  set  before  them 
among  the  North  American  Indians  by  the  Quaker 
fHissionaries^    But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  and  their 
employers  are  too  wise  in  their  own  eyes   to  profit  by 
§uch  examples. 

•  Andrews— —Mayor— —-Henry. 
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Srction  VI.  Population  ofLynrty  and  the  counirjf 
fn  general^  before  the  conquest-^condition  of  the  bulk 
of  the  inhabitants  in  the  mean  time-^sufferings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Lynn  and  the  adjacent  country  from  the 
Danes— intrepid  and  ferocious  character  of  that  peo* 
pie — instruments  of  vengeance  on  the  Anglo-Saxons*^ 
their  disposition  and  character  not  much  changed  bj/ 
their  concersion]fo  christianity-~Temarkable  instances  of 
imposition^  superstition^  and  credulity. 

Of  the  population  of  Ljimy  viX  any  time  daring  that 
long  period^  from  the  establishment  of  the  Saxmis  tfl{ 
that  of  the  Nonnans,  no  estimate  can  now  be,  formed; 
but  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  major  part  of  its  inhabi* 
(ants,  as  well  as  those  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  of 
all  the  rest  of  England,  were  Slaoes^  during  the  whole 
of  that  time,  and  long  after*    Those  tmfortunate  peo« 
pie,  for  the  most  part  at  least,  appear  to  have  been  the 
descendanis  of  the  original  inhabitants,  who  were  re- 
duced to  that  condition,  at  the  subjugation,  or  conquest 
pf  the  coun^,  and  whose  lives  had  been  then  spared^ 
on  condition  of  their  beconiing  the  pn^rty,  or  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  conquerors.    So  did  the  Saxons 
treat  those   of  the   natives    whose  lives  they    con- 
.  descended  to  qpare;    all  the  rest  they  butchered  with- 
out mercy,  except  such  of  them  as  were  fortunate  enough 
to  escape  to  the  unsubdued  parts  of  the  island.    Of 
these  cruel  and  horrid  deeds,  they  never  appear  to  have 
repented,  even  after  they  assumed  the  name  of  christ- 
ians,  for  the  bondage  still  contintied;  but,  in  time,  a 
severe  retaliation  took  place,  and  the  Saxons,  in  their 
(urn,  were  treated  much  after  the  same  manner  as  they 
bad  fonnerly  treated  the  Britons,    Long  peace  had 
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detroyed  their  martial  spirit:  from  a  very  iprarlike  peo« 
pie,  they  became  gradually  a  most  dastardly  race,  and  so 
fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  ferocious  Danes.  The  difl^rence 
at  that  time  between  these  two  nations  in  point  of  mili- 
tary prowess,  is  said  to  be  so  great  that  the  Saxons,  alias 
Ifae  Englisby  frequently  fled  before  inferior  numbers  of 
the  Danes,  and  could  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  to  meet 
Chemin  the  field  of  battle  on  any  terms.^^Oh  the  misery 
and  worldly  shame  in  which  England  is  involved 
through  the  wrath  of  God  t  (said  an  English  bishop  ia 
the  reign  of  Ethelred  the  unready)  How  often  doth  two 
or  three  troops  of  Danes  drive  the  whole  English  army 
before  them  from  sea  to  sea,  to  our  eternal  in&my,  if 
we  were  capable  of  feeling  shame!  But,  alas!  so  abject 
are  we  become,  that  we  worship  those  who  trample  up- 
on us,  and  load  us  with  indignities."  Such  was  then 
the  abject  submission  of  the  English  to  the  insolence  of 
4he  Danes,<^that  when  an  Englishman  met  a  Dane  on  a 
bridge,  or  in  a  narrow  path,  where  be  oould  not  avoid 
him^  he  was  obliged  to  stand  still,  with  his  head  un« 
covei^,  and  in  a  bowing  posture,  till  he  was  out  of 
sight."  Nay,  we  are  assured  that  English  submission 
and  Danish  insolence  aiid  brutality  were  sometimes  car- 
ried still  further,  and  even  to  degrees  that  are  almost 
incredible,  as  well  as  too  indelicate  to  relate.  *  These 
Danes,  who  now  became  the  instruments  of  retaliation 
and  vengeance  upon  the  Anglo-Saxons^  'were  remarkable 
for  their  extraordinary  military  skill  and  intrepidity; 
and  they  were  as  unfeeling  and  ferocious  as  the  latter 
%ppear  to  have  been  at  the  time  when  they  invaded  and 

•  Henry  Iy,  31J, 
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eonqaered  this  conntry:  they  were  therefore  probably 
the  fitter  for  the  execution  of  the  work  in  which  they 
were  employed.      Much  has  been  said  of  the  crudties 
committed  by  the  Danes  in  this  country:  they  were  cer« 
tainly  very  enormous  and  shocking;  but  there  is  no  rea« 
son  to  conclude  that  they  exceeded,  or^  perhaps,  even 
equalled  those  which  the  Saxons  had  before  exercised 
upon  the  former  inhabitants.    Of  all  the  parpetralors  of 
Danish  enormities,  in  this  island,  Guthrum  seems  to  be 
the  foremost,  or  most  conspicuous,  in  the  pages  of  our 
ancient  historujisv    Of  him  one  of  them  speaks  thus—* 
«<The  cruel  Guthrum  arrived  in  England  A.  D.  878, 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  P^igan  Danes,  no  less  cruel 
than  himself;  who,  like  inhuman  savages,  destroyed 
all  before  them  with  fire  and  sword,  involving  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  with  their  inhabitants,  in  devour- 
iDg  flames;  and  cutting  those  in  pieces  with  their  battle-* 
axes  who  attempted  to  escape  from  their  burning  houses. 
The  tears,  cries,  and  lamentations  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  made  no  impressions  upon  their  unrelenting 
hearts;  even  the  most  tempting  bribes,  and  the  humblest 
offers  of  becoming  their  slaves,  had  no  eSed.    All  the 
towns  through  which  they  passed  exhibited  the  mostde- 
plorable  scenes^  of  misery  and  desolation;  as,  venerable 
old  men  lying  with  their  throats  cut  before  their  owa 
doors;  the  streets  covered  with  the  bodies  of  young  men 
and  children,  without  heads,  1^,  or  arms;  and  of  ma- 
trons and  virgins,  who  had  been  first  publicly  dishon- 
oured, and  then  put  to  death."  *  This  is  very  shock- 

*    I.  WtUogfbfd,  apud  Gait,  1. 1.  p.  536.-  quoted  hj  Henry.  4.  ^ 
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ing,  and  looks  like  providential  retaliation.  The  an« 
nals  of  histofy  exhibit  many  instances  of  the  same  kind. 
The  Danish  warriors  were  always  prodigal  of  life,  and 
not  only  did  not  fear,  but  even  courted  a  violent  death, 
A  natural  death  they  dreaded,  as  a  most  ignoble  and 
disgracdul  end,  and  which  they  always  appeared  veiy 
anxious  to  avoid.  No  wonder  that  they  became  the 
terror  of  every  nation  against  which  they  happened  to 
wage  war.  No  greater  evil  could  well  befall  any  peo- 
ple than  to  have  them  for  their  enemies  and  invaders. 

To  no  part  of  this  island  did  the  Danes  prove  a  great- 
er, or  more  terrible  scourge  than  to  the  province  of  the 
East  Angles,  which  became  me  of  their  principal  set- 
tlements, and  where  they  conunitted  the  most  shockmg 
barbarities.  Hence  we  may  very  safely  conclude 
that  the  sufierings  which  the  inhabitants  of  Lyim  expe- 
cienced  from  them  must  have  been  exceedingly  griev- 
ous and  deplorable.  But  as  those  si^erings  have  not 
.  been  recorded  they  cannot  now  be  described  or  particu- 
larized. 

The  Danes,  as  well  as  the  Anglo-Saxons,  when  they 
invaded  this  country  were  pagans.  Both  of  them  af- 
terward took  up  thi  profession  of  Christianity;  but  it  was 
only  its  profession,  or  bare  name  that  they  did  take  up. 
Their  former  ferocity  still  remained.  They  omfinued 
grossly  ignorant,  superstitious,  and  heathenish,  and 
exhibited  scarcely  a'spark  of  the  real  spirit  of  the  re- 
ligion of  Christ,  except  perhaps  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Alfred.  TIreir  ghostly,  orrdigious  instructors 
inrere  miserable  and  blii^l  guides,  or  knavish  and  art* 
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fill  impostors,  who  taught  them  that  the  most  meritori* 

ous  actions  consisted  in  erectiiig  and  endowing  monas^ 

tenesf  performing  pilgrimages,  and  reverencing  the 

priesthood.    From  sngh  pretended  or  pseudo-christi-^ 

anity,   w^at  good  effect  could  be  expected?   Grapes 

cannot  be  gathered  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles. — When 

Earl  Alwine,  who  was  the  greates   and  richest  man  io 

England,  in  the  reign  of  £dgar  the  peaceable,  consult* 

ed  St.  T)swald,  bishop  of  York,  what  he  should  do  to 

obtain  the  pardon  of  his  sins,  the  smnted  prelate  mad^    ^ 

him  the  following  eloquent  harangi^:  <^I  beseech  your 

excellency  to  believe  that  those  holy  men  who  have  re* 

tiled  from  the  world,  and  spend  their  days  in  poverty 

snd  prayer,  are  the  greatest  favourites  of  heaven,  and 

the  greatest  blessings  to  the  world,     it  is  by  their  merits 

that  the  divine  judgements  are  averted  and  changed; 

4hat  plagues  and  fiunines  are  removed;  that  healthful 

ieasons  and  plentiful  harvests  tLre  procured;  that  states 

and  kingdoms  are  governed;  that  prisons  are  opened^ 

captives  delivered,  shipwrecks  prevented,  the  weak  . 

strengthened,  and  thesick  healed:  that  I  may  say  all  in 

one  word,  it  is  by  their  merits  that  this  world,  so  full 

frf*  wickedness,  is  preserved  from  immediate  ruin  and 

destruction.    I  intreat  you  therefore,  my  dear  son,  if 

you  have  any  pku^e  in  your  estate  fit  for  that  purpose, 

that  you  immediately  build  a  monastery,  and  fill  it  with 

holy  monks,  whose  prayers  will  supply  all  your  defects, 

and  esqpiate  all  your  crimes*'*  The  Apostles,  no  doubt, 

would  have  answered  subh  an  inquiry  very  differently. 

,  The  building  of  Ramsey  abbey,  however,  as  Dr.  Hooy 

i2  H  2 
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obBenres,  was  the  consequence  of  this  fine  speech.  * 
Sach  acts  were  represented  by  the  monks  as  contributing; 
greatly  to  the  future  repose  of  those  who  did  them,  and 
of  their  friends;  whence  it  was  usual  for  all  those  who 
had  any  sense  of  religion,  or  concern  for  their  salyatioui 
to  bequeath  some  part  of  their  estates  to  their  own  souls^ 
as  they  called  those  bequests  which  they  made  to  a 
church  or  a  monastery. 

Tb  promote  and  establish  an  unbounded  veneration  for 
the  priesthood,  miracnlous  tales  were  industriously  pro« 
pagated,  and  as  readily  believed;  for  the  credulity  of 
f he  people  perfectly  suited  the  knavery  of  the  priests. 
The  following  tale,  or  rather  miracle,  is  related  by 
William  of  Malmsbury,  in  the  \«ry  words,  as  he  says^ 
of  one  of  the  persons  on  whom  it  was  wrought:  ^^I  Eth« 
elb^rt,  a  sinner,  will  give  a  true  relation  of  what  hap* 
pened  to  me  on  the  day  before  Christmas,  A.  D.  1012, 
in  a  certain  village,  where  there  was  a  church  dedicated 
to  St  Biagnus  the  martyr,  that  all  men  may  know  the 
danger  of  disobeying  the  wommandi  of  a  priest.  Fifteen 
young  women  and  eighteen  young  men,  of  which  I  was 
one,  were  dancing  and  singing  in  th^  church-yaid,  when 
one  Robert,  ^  priest,  was  perfoqning  mass  in  the  church; 
whosentus  a  civil  message,  intreating  us  to  desist  from 
our  diversion,  because  we  disturbed  his  devotion  by  our 
noise.  But  we  impiously  disregarded  his  request;  up« 
on  which  the  holy  man,  inflamed  with  anger,  prayed 
to  God  and  St*  Magnus,  that  we  might  continue  danc* 
.  \sig  and  singing  a  whole  year,  without  inteonissioD.  Itis 

•  Henry    It.   ?99. 
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prayers  were  heard.  A  young  man,  the  soo  of  a  priest, 
named  John,  took  his  sister,  (who  was  singing  with  x^s) 
^^  the  hand,  and  her  arm  dropped  from  her  body  with^ 
out  one  drop  of  blood  following.  But  notwithstanding 
this  disaster  she  continued  to  dance  and  s|pg  with  us  a 
whole  year.  During  all  that  time  we  felt  no  inconve- 
nience from  rain,  cold,  heat,  hunger,  thirst,  or  wea- 
riness; and  neither  our  shoes,  nor  our  clothes  wore  out. 
Whenever  it  began  to  rain,  a  magnificent  house  was 
erected  over  us,  by  the  power  of  the  Almighty.  By  out 
continual  dancing  we  wore  the  earth  so  much,  that  by 
decrees  we  sunk  into  it  up  to  the  knees,  and  at  length 
up  to  the  middfe.  When  the  year  was  ended,  bishop 
Hubert  came  to  the  place,  dissolved  the  invisible  ties 
by  which  our  hands  had  been  so  long  united,  absolved 
us,  and  reconciled  us  to  St.  Magnus.  The  priestV 
daughter,  who  had  lost  her  arm,  and  other  two  of  the 
young  women,  died  away  immediately;  but  all  the  rest 
fell  into  a  profound  sleep,  in  which  they  continued 
three  days  and  three  nights;  after  whiiDh  they  arose  and 
went  up  and  down  the  world,  publishing  this  true  an4 
jglorious  miracle,  and  oanying  the  evidence  of  its  truth 
along  with  them,  inthe  continual  shaking  of  their  Ihnbs.'' 
A  formal  deed,  attesting  the  truth  of  this  ridiculous 
story,  was  drawn  up  and  subscribed  by  bishop  PeregrinS, 
the  successor  of  Hubert,  A.  D.  1013.  J  William  of 
Malmsbury  also,  i]ie  most  sensible  of  our  pld  historians, 
appears  to  havp  given  it  full  credit.  In  short,  it  seems 
very  certain  that  it  was  long,  in  common  with  abundance 
pother  similar  tales,  universally  believed;  which  shew? 

f  Heorjy  ir,  329. 
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how  well  established  the  anthority  of  the  priesthood, 
and  the  popular  reverence  for  that  order,  must  then 
have  been  in  this  country,  and  here  at  Lynn^  as  well 
as  ill  other  places. 

Next  to  the  priests  and  monks,  the  magicians  and 
fortunetellers  appear  to  have  then  possessed  the  largest 
share  of  the  public  confidence  and  veneration;  and 
▼ery  probably  with  equal  worthiness.  Strange  tales 
have  been  related  by  historians  of  the  ascendancy  which 
these  sorts  of  people  long  had  over  the  infatuated  inha- 
bitants, aad  even  over  ihos(e  of  the  highest  orders  amoi^ 
them.  These  things  give  but  an  unfavouable  idea  of  our 
national  character  in  those  times.  It  would  but  ill  be« 
come  us,  however,  to  think  very  contemptuously  erf*  those 
foibles  in  our  iXK>r  ancestors,  while  we  ourselves  with  all 
our  boasted  advantages  and  wisdom,  have  not  yet  entiro- 
ly  Idt  off  consulting  fortunetellers  and  conjurers:  to  say 
nothing  of  the  multitude  of  other  impostors,  of  different 
90xis^  that  arc  daily  countenanced  and  caressed  among  us. 


Spxtion  VIL  Of  the  Heptarchj/  tmi  m  history 
r^remarks  an  Egbert^  Alfred^  and  their  most  rewmmtd 
miccessors'^character  of  CanuUy  and  gf  Edmard  the 
Confessor:  the  latter  the  first  of  our  monarchs  that  touch' 
ed  for  the  EviL^emarks  on  that  circumstance'^  and  on 
the  prevalence  of  that  complaint  in  the  parts  about 
lA/nn. 

During  a  good  part  of  the  period  from  the  Saxcm  in* 
vosion  totbe  conquest,  Ei^gland  was  divided  ^to  seven 
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petty  states^  or  kingdoms,  usually  denominated,  the 
Heptarchy,  ^  the  history  of  vhich  is  exceedingly  un- 
interesting: being,  as  Granger  observes,  a  series  of  vi- 
olence, wars,  and  massacres,  among  petty  tyrants^ 
most  of  whom  were  a  disgrace  to  the  human  species.— 
Under  the  fiimous  Egbert  those  states  were  oonsolidated^ 
and  formed  into  one  kingdom,  under  the  name  of  Eng- 
land, which  it  has  borne  ever  since.  The  kmgs  who 
Jiave  ruled  it,  from  Egbert  to  the  Norman  dicmqueror, 
were,  for  the  most  part,  like  their  predecessors  in  the 
days  of  the  heptarchy,  very  disreputable  and  worthless 
characters.  There  were  however,  some  exceptions^ 
among  which  Alfred  was  fiur  the  most  conspicuous,  and 
outshone  the  rest,  as  the  sun  does  all  the  other  lumi« 
naries. 

Among  the  most  renowned  and  reqiectabfe  of  the 
ether  English  sovereigns  of  that  period,  beside  Egbert^ 
already  mentioned,  weie  Edward  tiie  elder,  Athelstan^ 
Edgar  the  peaceable,  Edmund  ironside,  Canute  the 
great,  aud  Harold  the  second.  Of  Edgar  we  are  told^ 
that  he  styled  himself  £f/2g  of  Great  Britain^  as  Edred^ 
'it  seems,  had  done  before  him;  but  that  title  was  afterward 
discontinued,  and  not  used  by  any  succeeduig  monarchy 
till  the  reign  of  James  the  first.  The  most  potent  among 
'fliese  crowned  heads  was  Canute,  being  the  sovereign 
of  Denmark  and  Norway  as  well  as  of  England.  That 
lie  possessed  great  talents  is  allowed  on  all  hands;  and 
though  he  was  cruel  here  at  fiiM,  he  gradually  became 
mild,  devout,  and  popular.    Though  an  usurper  and 

*  Stviity  howerer,  was  oot  iiiTariaU/  theic  aumber^  the/  were  toms«* 
tboet  moie  sad  ■wngtimei  lest. 
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a  foreigner,  he  was,  perhaps,  next  to  Alfred,  the  wises* 
of  oar  ancient  kings,  if  not  also  the  most  virtuous  and 
enlightened,  especially  towards  the  close  of  his  reign: 
of  which  his  memorable  adventure,  or  experiment  with 
the  tide^  and  with  the  miserable  sycophants  of  his  court, 
on  the  sea-shore,  seems  a  pretty  strong  indication.  That 
be  wa&also  superstitious,  and  an  admirer  of  relics,  must 
not  b^  denied:  but  it  was  likewise  the  case  with  all  the 
most  eminent  of  the  princes  of  those  dajrs,  the  great 
Alfred  himself  not  excepted.  There  is  a  remarkable 
air  of  honest  simplicity  in  the  reason  ghren  by  Canute 
for  undertaking  a  voyage,  or  journey  to  Rome,  which 
he  did  a  few  years  before  he  died:— "I  had  been  told 
(said  he)  that  the  apostle  Peter  had  received  great  au- 
thority from  the  Lord,  and  carried  the  keys  of  heaven: 
therefore  I  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  his 
fitvour  by  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome."— How  many  of  our 
modem  vissionaries  and  devotees  would  appear  moro 
respectable  than  Canute,  were  they  as  honestly  to  avow 
their  motives,  or  give  the  reason  of  their  proceedings; 

In  adverting  to  the  princes,  or  sovereigns  of  this  pe« 
riod,  to  whom  the  towuof  Lynn  was  in  subjection,  Ed* 
ward,  called  the  Confessor,  must  not  be  left  unnoticed: 
not  so  much  for  any  shining  qualities,  or  great  respecta* 
bility  of  character  which  he  possessed,  for  there  he  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  very  deficient,  as  for  certain  incidents 
or  events  %hich  distinguished  his  reign,  independent  of 
any  personal  worth  or  merit  of  his  own.  With  themonks 
and  eclesiastics  he  was  certainly  a  great  favourite,  but 
what  made  him  so  redounded  not  at  all  to  his  honour^ 
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tahis  memorj. 

The  most  important  and  laudable  occurrence  of  hid 
jteign  ivas  the  reformation  of  the  hw  of  the  land.  Befora 
liifl  time  diffeient  parts  of  the  kingdom  ivere  governed 
by  different  lawst  Wessex^  by  the  West  Saxon;  Mer-> 
da,  by  the  Mercian;    and  Noithomberland,  by  the 
Danish  laws*    In  his  reign  they  were  reduced  into  one 
body,  by  the  name  of  the  laws  of  £d  ward  the  confessor, 
which  then  became  common  io  all  England.    This  to- 
gether with  the  abolition  of  that  odious  tax  called  Dane* 
gdt^  seem  to  have  been  his  best  aiki  most  commendable 
deeds,  though  probably  to  be  ascribed  to  his  coun« 
idlon,  such  as  Goodwin,  Leofric,  and  Siward,  rather 
than  to  himself.    It  is  said,  however,  ihat  he  was  hu- 
mane, temperate^  and  charitable,  and  gave  much  almsi 
and,  moreq^er,  that  he  had  visions  and  revelation?, 
die  gift  of  prophecy,  and  even  that  of  working  miracles, 
his  extensive  fame  for  which  continued  long,  and  pro- 
cured him,  about  two  hundred  years  aftar  his  death, 
firom  pope  Alexander  IIL  the  high  honour  of  canoB« 
isation,  under  the  name  ofSabU  Edward  the  Omfesscr^ 
an  appellation  that  mpst  have  been  veiy  oddly  and 
unaccountably  applied* 

But  of  an  his  memorable  aohievetnents,  or  baits  of 
character,  his  ^oncAmg  for  the  £vil^  or  Scrofula,  and 
pretending  to  Ae  gift  <wpowerof  miraculously  heal- 
ing that  complaint,  are  the  most  remarkable*  As  this 
pRstendad  gift'  <«  power  is  sujj^^osid  to  have  orighiale4 
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^ith  bim,  *  and  to  bav^  dcMe&ded  tamt  lum  to^aS 
his  legitiniatesaccesson  on  the  English  tfircNiei  asketch 
of  the  history  of  the  practice^  from  first  to  last,  it  is 
presumed,  ^vonld  not  prove  unacceptable  or  unenter* 
taining  to  the  reader.  And  as  the  disorder,  for  whose 
core  this  practice  was  introduced,  is  said  tobenowhera 
more  common,  orprevalent,  than  at'and  dxAitLjim^'^ 
wtiicta  is  supposed'  to  have  beendso  the  cafe  for  many 
generations,  it  may  naturally  and  safely  be  eonduded 
that  firequent  applic&tions  to  the  tbroneibr  a  cure  would 
be  made,  tlmeafier  time,  ftomtbescf^aits,  whileelrefy 
body  bdiered' that^thesorereigu's  touch  ifToidd  faifiAil^ 
lemorethemalUly.  Myriadi  and^myriads,  labdorii^ 
under  sctoftilbus  comphints,  haye'C^itadidy  apiAed  ti 
the  throne  for  ^relief  during^the  lotfg'itttcnral  between 
the  tfme  of  the  6bnf%amt,  wfaeifthe^said  practice  com* 
menced,  andHhe  aecesrion  of  George^  L  when  it  wto 
-finally  laid  aside.  Even  in  the  single  ft]^t>f  Oat 
most  religious  prince  (as  V6  ita^  b«^n  called)  Chatlesll. 
the  number,  it  is  said,  amounted  td  abt>'oe  tdneiy  tkoU" 
sand;  audit  is  mcmdly  certain  that  not  a  few  of  tfmt 
multitude,  and  of  the  rest,  who  resorted,  before  add 
since,  to  our  tHflfirent  soteretgm,  f6r  relief  in  the  sanie 
case,  were  NdrfiSlk' and' liymr-patitettts.  Theinserfldu 
therefore,  in  this  volume,  of  the  ptoposed  Skistdi  of 

*  Some^  indeed^  hate  «^emed  imthet  to>  doubly  if  its  origin  here 
wa^*  as  earljras  Che  days  of  £dwaid»  as  Ingulphtts^  a  contempo* 
tuj  .wriur,  jdabfs  no  4tfeif|{6A  of  iti  MOMikufy^  hiMMfter^  who 
ItYed  notloBg  after,  affirms  it;  and  the*  ConSissor  seems  as  likely 
as  anr  to  have  taken  tiie  leSd  in  auch  a  businea  and  become 
'  >^m  ^Kst  pffftctittHMr. 

X  .OHog  parU]^».  ssH-y-miiifeMdi  tothe^gtriihnMi^^tlhs  miri  joA 
fartly  to  other  causes,  not  peculiar  to  these  parts.       "  ~ 
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flusnfltefab  i#v,  qr  prapficeaftlievqnJitoii^cBii* 
not,  it  it  pfeanmed,  lie  deemed  aqr  nwteikl  deviation 
born.  proprkiy:-^i-80  it  tkall  i^peiHr  in  thelaet  •ection 
oftiHi  cbofUty  at  die  condoBioa  of  <Ue  iecood  piert 
oflh^woilu 


SscTiaif  VIII,  Siirfe of  l^/m  mth^  Cfaiifewr> 
Hme^Stigandy  AHvuerj  and  Jlarold^  bore  then  the 
chief  sway^greai  power  of  the  latter^sketch  of  his 
tharacter^obtains  the  crown  at  the  confessor* s  death^^ 
is  Moon  disturbed  by  two  formidabk  ^roasions^he  one 
from  the  Danish^  or  Norwegian  sh^fres,  ttnder  Jfal 
fag^r,  wkom  he  vanquishes  and  slays  in  batths^-4he 
other  from  France^  under  hi^  rival  or  competitors  WiU^ 
iam  of  Normqwfyf  in  opposing  whom  he  is  himself 
vanquished  and  slain  in  thedecisvoe  battle  of  Hastings^ 
which  places  the  conqueror  on  the  throne^  without  fur* 
tker  struggle^  through  the  defection  and  machinatiom 
of  the  bishops  and  clergy. 

la  the  time  of  the  Ccoifessor,  as  he  has  been  ahre^dy 
suggested,  Lynn  was  n  place  of  considerable  and  grow- 
ing  coiKBequepce.  The  town  then,  and  the  a^acent 
oountry  belonged  to  three  of  the  principal  men  of  the 
fealm.  H^M^ld,  vrfio  afterwards  ascended  the  throne, 
^was  then  £arI/or  Duke  of  the  East  Angles,  *  which 
most  have  placed  Lynn  under  his  jurisdiction*  He  ha4 
2  w2 

•  He  wistlio  Duke  of  WetseiPy  tod  Earl  or  Goternor  of  Suiiex^ 
Cuveji  Kent,  tn4  Eifei.^ 
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hmdeBfgtmtTpomemoDB  here,  being  chief  proprietor  and 
lordof  South  Lynn  and  odierplaces.  Great  Mawinghain, 
Westacre&c.didaisobekMigtohim.  Stigand,  archbish* 
Op  of  Canteibnry,  likewise  bore  (hen  no  small  sway  in 
this  town  and  netghboorhood^  as  lord  of  Bisiqg^  &o* 
So  also  did  his  brother  Ailmer^  bishop  of  £hnhaoi>  io 
which  see,  even  at  that  early  period,  the  government 
of  the  borough  of  Lynn  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of 
appendage.  These  two  prelates  were  Angloi^axons, 
which  was  the  case,  it  seems,  with  but  three  more  of 
the  onjer  in  the  kingdom;  *  the  rest  being  all  foreigners, 
and  mostly  Frenqh,  or  Normans,  These  being  his  coun- 
trymen, and  in  amanner  his  subjects,  we  need  not  won^ 
der  at  the  fiui^ility  with  which  the  Conqueror  obtained 
the  English  Crown;  especially  as  the  Pope  also  patron* 
ized  the  undertaking.  Though  those  bishops  could 
pot  prevent  the  accession  of  Harold,  owing  to  his  great 
popaUrity  and  power,  yet  they  kept  themselves  ready 
to  promote  the  cause  and  interest  of  his  rival  whatever 
a  fair  opportunity  should  ofter,  and  it  was  not  Irag 
before  they  had  their  wishes  completely  gratified, 

Harold  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Confessor's  reign 
was  the  mgst  powerful  subject  in  the  kingdom.  He  pes* 
sessed  also  ^^petit  talents  and  conrage|  with  no  smaD 
share  of  i^mbition,  and  had  acquired  vast  and  unrival- 
led popularity.  It  was  therefore  no  great  wonder  that 
he  should  prettv  easily  make  his  way  to  the  throne  at 
fhe  yety  first  vacancy.  He  had  had  for  sometime  the 
fhief  mana^ment  of  public  afiaurs,  and  his  c(MidQ^  in 
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0ie  mein  whfle  appean  to  have  given  general  satbfiic*^ 
tion.  No  one  in  the  kingdom  iras  better  qnaKfied,  oc 
perhiq^moie  deserving  tban  be  to  wear  the  crown;  and 
whatever  the  Norman,  or  monkish  liistorians  may  have 
taidtotheoontrarjr,  itseems  pretty  certain  that  he  a8cen«« 
ded  the  throne  with  the  general  assent  and  approbation 
of  the  people* 

His  reign  however,  was  soon  distorbed,  first  by  n 
Danish,  or  Norw^ian  invasion  in  the  north,  headed  by 
Harfiiger,  or  Helfager  king  of  Norway,  aided  by  Har- 
old's own  worthless  brother  Tostl;  and  shortly  after  by 
a  French  invasion  in  (he  south,  under  William  the  bas* 
tard^  Duke  of  Normandy.  The  finrmer  Harold  opposed 
Urith  success:  the  invaders  were  defeated  with  great 
shughter,  and  the  two  chiefi,  Har&gerand  Tosti,  fell 
in  the  action.  Great  and  rich  booty  is  said  to  have 
fiilleil  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  including  a  cm* 
sideraUe  quanti^  of  gold.  Here  Harold  appears  to 
have  committed  a  great  error,  and  to  have  departed 
Bsost  unwisely  and  unaccountably  from  his  usual  policy, 
by  retainingall  the  spoil  for  himsdf,  instead  of  sharing 
it  with  his  soldiers,  which  excited  great  discontents 
amongthem,  and  proved  afterwards^  in  no  small  mea« 
sure,  detrimental  to  his  cause* 

No  sooner  had  the  English  monarch  triumphed  over 
4he  first  invaders  than  he  kamt  that  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy with  a  great  army  had  made  good  his  landing 
in  Sussex.  He  immediately  commenced  his  march  a« 
gainst  that  fierce  wad  formidable  adversaiy,  with  aa 
•Mmj  gseiitlyiednced  by  the  late  fatoody,  though  sue* 
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cenfol  eonikt^and  rendered  diaeairteBted  by  Us  i 
impolitic  and  miwi«e  oondnct^  already  mentioned.  Yat 
fuitwitlistanding  Umm  disadyantagei,  to  mpid  wat  Itii 
progress  fhmi  YorkBhire  to  Saesex^  that  he  actnaMy  ar- 
med within  sight  of  hii  enemies  befiure  fliey  had  pio» 
ceeded  but  a  little  way  fiom  the  place  of  debaikataon. 
It  had  been  better^  no  doabt|  hadhe  taken  more  time, 
to  refresh  and  recruit  his  army,  or  acted  m  the  defira- 
aive^  finr  sometime  at  least,  which  could  hardly  ha^ 
failed  of  being  very  materially  to  his  advantage^  a?  he 
was  then  circumstanced.  But  so  impetuooB  was  hCi 
and  resolute  to  bring  the  contest  to  a  speedy  termination, 
^hat  he  absolutely  rejected  the  wholesome  counsel  ^yen 
|iim  by  one  of  bis  brothers,  to  adopt  a  difierent  course* 
To  his  opponent  this  must  have  been  perfectly  ag;ieer 
able,  and  the  very  thing  he  wanted,  as  nothing  conld 
haye  been  less  his  interest  than  a  defensive  war  on  th^ 
part  of  the  English,  or  io  find  in  Harold  another  Fabiut. 
Both  parties  accordingly  prepared  f<^  a  speedy  and 
dcciisiye  engagement  The  two  armies  are  said  to  have 
apent  the  preceding  night  very  dijpferentlyt  the  Sng-^ 
lish  impiously  passed  it  in  riot  and  revelry:;  bat  the 
Normans,  good  creatures!  were  all  the  time  occupied 
in  the  duties  of  religion;  for  which,  to  be  sure^  from 
tiie  nature  of  their  errand,  and  the  object  of  their  visit, 
they  mart  have  been  psafaninently  qoalifiedt  VUsalory, 
we  may  presume,  was  fidbricatedailBrwasdsbythepinnb 
and  priQrts  and  Noiman  historians,  who  weie  in  Ao 
ieterert  of  the  Gonqueror,  imd  wished  topay  thmr  oomt 
te  the  reigning  fiunily.  Qelhatasitmis^t,  thebatttp 
■rfilaitioy  fepna  a  memorable  era  in  Ae  t^n^otar  < 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


mnntry.  Both  armies  fought  with  deepmie  vakmr, 
as  if  detarmiiied  to  conqiier  cnr  die;  bat  the  inTaden 
proved  yLctorioqs.  Harold  and  his  two  brothers,  wUh 
the  flower  of  the  EDgUsh  armyifell  in  that  bloody  and 
jbtal  fidd;  and  that  smgle  yictoiy  may  be  said  to  have 
placed  the  conqneror  on  the  throne  (tf  England,  and  ad* 
Yanced  him  to  the  first  rank  among  the  Eunqpean  po- 
tentates of  that  age.  In  promptness,  decision,  militaij 
and  political  talents,  as  well  as  good  fortune,  he  may 
be  said  stM^jty  to  resemUe  the  present  sovereign  of 
Normaady  and  tfie  French  Empure.  But  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  resemblance  will  not  hold,  in  case  ite 
Ictttf  should  ever  attempt  to  accomplirii  his  long  threat* 
«ned  inrasioii  of  this  kiBgdonu 

From  the  disastrous  and  fiital  field  of  Hastings,  Ed- 
win and  MorcfCr,  the  principal  isurviTUig  English  com- 
BMndeis,  with  the  shattered  remains  of  Harold  Varmy^ 
setreated  hithenightto  Londoo,  where  they  convened 
the  people,  and  such  of  the  grandees  of  the  realm  aa 
wete  theie  to  be  found,  to  consult  upon  the  best  modo 
of  proceeding,  at  so  critical  anf  desperate  a  coDJunctme. 
They  themselves  were  for  placing  Edgar  AtheUng,  the 
next  heir,  on  the  throne,  and  adopting  v^;oroos  mdis- 
uresfisr  the  discomSiure  and  ezpulsioQ  of  the  invadess; 
bat  their  advice  was  not  taken,  their  reasons  wane  set 
at  nought,  and  every  idea  of  any  further  resistanDO 
was  abandoned;  so  that  WiHiwi  obtained  the  crown 
without  ^hting  another  battle,  or  encountering  any 
finther  dificulty.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  pukiUan- 
imi^or  dastardly  coi»4uotaftbe£Bgli«h  onthati 
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iBOnble  occasion.  Instead  of  the  pteaeiA  piiwalStig 
and  flattering  idea,  that  one  £nglidiman  can  beat  twd 
or  three  Frenchmen,  theyseemed  to  bdieve,  on  thecon^ 
trary,  that  one  Frenchman  could  beat^  at  least,  two  of 
three  Englishmen.  In  Aort,  they  appear  to  have  er«* 
ted  as  much  on  the  one  hand  as  ^we  do  on  the  other.  But 
it  tvas  not  the  only  time  ifhen  our  dear  conntrynieii  di^ 
^covered  a  diffidenoe  of  their  tmn  superioiitjr. 

The  falam^  of  nejectiifg  ihe  coons^I  of  the  twd  diief« 
tains  above-mentioned  has  bem  imputed  to  the  defec- 
tion and  machinations  of  the  bishops  and  clergy,  who^ 
*as  has  been  already  suggested,  were  decidedly  in  the 
interest  of  the  Norman,  and,  of  conne,  inimical  to  the 
Anglo-saxon  or  English  government,  constitution,  and 
succession*     The  chief  reasons  for  which,  were  pro- 
bably the  following^].  Many  of  them^  and  most  of  the 
,  bishops  were  fiMreigners,  and  William's  countrymen 
and  subjects;  so  thatit  was  natural  for  them  to  fiiyour 
his  enterprize  and  pretensions.— 9.  Ecdesiasticat  pcrwer 
and  j^riesdy  domination  were  mores  likely  to  be  pro- 
moted, and  the  popular,  or  opposite  spirit  depressed  and 
crushed  under  a  Ncffman,    than  an  Anglo-Saxon,  or 
English  govemment.-^^^  Even  under  the  Confessofy 
monk-ridden   and  priest*ridden  as  he  was,  the  civil 
power  was  so  formidable,  and  supm<Mr  to  the  e^lesias- 
tical,  that  the  parliament  actually  fntxmiM  the  depriv- 
aticmand  banishment  of  Robert,  arddnshop  of  Canter- 
bniy,  as  an  inomdiary  and  fomentef  Of  disputes  between 
the  king  and  his  subjects,  and  had  Siigtmd  appointed 
in  his  roomt  a  chai^  4heiefore|  or  such  a  rwotiitioQ 
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in  the  constitatioa  and  goverament  as  Wittiani  was 
likely  to  etEeci  or  promote^  must  hare  been  a  desirable 
object  with  the  whole  clerical  body.-^.  The  Pope  had 
openly  appeared  in  favour  of  the  invasion,  the  success 
of  which  he  was  understood  to  have  much  at  heart:  and 
so  careful  had  he  been  to  let  all  see  that  William  was 
his  man,  and  the  church's  fisivourite  and  champion,  that 
he  first  made  him  a  present  of  a  consecrated  standard, 
a  golden  Agnus  Dei,  and  a  ring,  in  which  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  one  of  St.  Peter's  hairs;  (of  course  a  most  pre- 
cious rdic;)  and  then  he  solemnly  excommunicated  all 
that  should  oppose  him.  This  conduct  or  example  of 
the  pope  would  alone  have  been  sufficient  to  influence 
and  determine  the  bishops,  clergy,  and  monks,  or  the 
whole  body  of  the  ecclesiastics,  to  betray  and  sacrifice 
the  cause  of  the  people,  or  of  the  nation,  and  promote 
to  the  utmost  that  of  the  invader.  They  would  have 
done  so  without  any  other  reason  or  inducement;  but 
being  further  stimulated  by  those  before  mentioned,  we 
may  safely  conclude  that  their  zeal  in  the  disgraceful 
canse  which  they  had  so  basely  e8pou8ed,must  have  been 
of  BO  ordinary  fervour. 

This  ^lemoraUe  ooH>peration  of  the  clergy  with  the 
conqueror,  so  hottUe  to  the  liberty  and  independence 
of  the  country,  has  been  pronounced,  in  a  recent  publi- 
cation, to  be  ^^the  true  origin  of  the  aUiancc  between 
church  and  statey  sq  much  contended  for  by  some  of 
our  ecclesiastics;  who  have  renounced  the  penances  of 
popei^i  but  would  fain  retain  both  its  pride  audits  pow« 

So 
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tr.'^  *  Bat  if  it  was  really  its  origin  here,  yet  it  seemt 
to  haye  begun  elsewhere  at  a  mach  earlier  period:  for 
flie  world  does  not  appear  to  have  existed  a  very  long^ 
while  before  statesmen  and  priests  found  it  to  be  their  in- 
terest to  play  into  each  others  hands,  and  enter  into  part- 
nership, for  the  better  management  of  their  respective 
concerns;  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  sake  of  keeping 
the  multitude  more  easily  and  effectually  in  subjection. 

The  papal  presents  and  interference  in  favour  of  the 
Norman  e3^>edition,  despicable  as  they  appear,  must 
have  largely  contributed  to  recruit  William's  forces, 
inspire  them  with  confidence  and  enthusiasm,  andeveiH 
tually  promote  and  ensure  his  success.  Nor  was  ha 
himself  wanting  cm  his  part.  Nothing  that  an  intr^id 
adventurer,  and  able  leader  could  do  to  give  effect  to 
his  undertaking  was  by  him  omitted.  He  even  went 
so  far  as  to  make  very  liberal  promises  to  divide  the  laoda 
of  the  £nglish  am^mg  his  foUowersi  in  case  he  proved 
Tictoriousi  which  promises  he  afiarwards  very  punc* 
tually  and  amply  performed,  so  that  the  English  gruH 
dees  were  deprived  of  their  possessions,  or  if  they  wem 
permitted  to  retam  any  part  of  them,  Uiey  held  the  same 
under  the  Nonipins,  who  theil  became  ev«vy  wh^ie  tha 
greatlofds  and  proprietcns  of  the  coiMtry, 

The  whole  IJnglish  natic 
completely  subdued  and  d 
the  ancient  Gibeonites,  mar 
ers  of  water  for  their  haug 
y'ldenQO  seemed  to  employ 

t  Flower^  Pplitlcftl  ReYlew,  toL  1.  999» 
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Imtniments  of  lefaliatim  aod  vcaDgeance,  for  tbe  at(o« 
cities  fonnerly  committed  on  the  origiiial  uihabitaBittfi 
The  english  language  itself  was  now  in  a  manner  pro- 
hibited and  proscribed,  and  the  French  substituted  fiMr 
it,  or  Introduced  in  its  room,  especially  in  the  courts  of 
law,  and  all  legal  transactions,  which  continood  to  h6 
the  case  for  a  long  time.  *  French  also  became  now 
the  sole  language  of  gentlemen,  or  <rf  all  who  moved  ia 
the  high  and  polite  circles.  None  could  be  admitted 
into  such  circles,  or  aflowed  the  name  of  gentlemen, 
without  that  language,  which  bore  very  hard^  no  doubt^ 
upon  many  an  English  buck  of  those  days;  hence  that 
well  known  old  proTierb,^^  Jack  would  be  a  gentleman, 
but  that  he  can  talk  no  French." 

The  changes  which  the  Norman  Gonqoiest  produced  ut 
this  country  shall  be  further  noticed  i^  the  next  part  dt 
division  of  (his  work,  where  it  wUHbe  seen  how  Lynn 
in  particular,  and  its  vicinity  weie  aflfectedby  thatme^ 
mflffthieand  humiliating  revolution* 

During  the  period  of  which  we  have  been  treating, 
Lynn  exhibited  no  appearance  of  a  borough,  or  corpo- 
2  o  S 

*  We  are  apt  to  deem  it  a  grieYOut  hardship  opoo  the  food  j>e<H 
pie  oi  Engtandy  under  the  Norman  princes,  to  be  deprived  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  their  own  mother  tongue,  or  to  have  their 
legal  proceedings  aU  transacted  in  a  strange  language,  without  consi- 
dering, that  the  Welsh*  the  Irish,  «nd  the  Sootch  highlanders,  are  to 
this  day  used  hj  our  own  gotenfment  in  the  same  manner;  in  which 
gswrtftticliw,  we  seem  to  peicrtte  no  gteat  or  Tery  material  harm, 
hardship,  6r  improprietyt  i  ao  loth  do  wo  often  appear  to  place 
oufieWes  jn  the  situation  of  our  neighbcwm,  and  U>  use  them  as  wo 
would  wish  to  be  used  by  them.  ■  Fngland  must  have  made  a 
^ueeHsh  appejHwwt  wlHa  Jtm  was  adiplnistetad  ia  i^Mcl,  and  nli^ 
iu  iUr«,  and  the  people  kocrw  no  hngyaga  but  fingUsb. 
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iBle  town:  that  state,  or  order  of  things  belonged  to  the 
policy  of  a  subsequent  period,  and  resulted  from  the 
levolution  effected  by  the  conquest,  and  the  odious  feud- 
al system,  for  their  attachment  to  which  the  Normana 
were  so  very  remarkable.  Of  the  population  of  Lynn 
before  the  conquest,  a  great  part  probably  consisted  of 
staves  of  different  descriptions,  the  vassals  and  property 
of  the  bishop  and  other  great  men.  The  artificers^ 
tradesmen,  and  merchants  of  Lynn  were  then  aH,  per- 
haps, in  that  condition,  and  following  their  respective 
employments  or  professions,  by  the  permission,  and  under 
the  protection  or  patronage  of  their  lordly  superiors  and 
proprietors,  and  also  for  their,  as  well  as  their  own  be- 
hoof or  emolument.  It  is  not  very  clear  or  probable 
that  the  condition  of  these  people  and  of  the  rest  of  their 
imfreeor  enslaved  countrymen,  did  or  could,  by  the  con- 
quest, suffer  any  very  material  deterioration.  But  with 
their  superiors,  the  high  and  mighty,  or  great  nien  of 
the  land,  their  lordly  and  unfeeling  oppressors,  the  case 
is  known  to  have  been  far  otherwise:  that  event«  like 
some  modem  conquests  and  revolutions^  degraded  and 
humbled  them  with  a  vengeance. 


Section  IX.  Sketch  of  the  practice  of  the  royal 
touch  fit  England,  or  a  historical  Essay  on  the  memo* 
ruble  empiricism  of  our  English  sovereigns,  from  Ed* 
ward  the  Confessor  to  George  the  First. 

it  is  generally  agreed  that  this  notable  practice,  which 
appears  to  have  been  long  deemed  as  a  branch  of  the 
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"loyal  prerogative,  began  in  tbb  kingdom  with,  or  in  the 
person  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  *  Some  howerer  seem 
to  think  it  to  have  existed  in  France  at  an  earlier  period: 
if  so,  £dwarci,  who  had  long  lived  in  that  country, 
and  appeared  very  partial  to  it,  a^d  fond  of  French 
fashions,  might  take  the  hint  from  thence,  and  introduce 
it  here  upon  his  accession  to  the  throne,  which  he  might 
easily  manage  by  the  help  of  the  monks,  with  whom  he 
was  so  gieat  a  favourite. 

Qovisy  and  Robert  of  sainted  memory,  aie  named 
among  the  early  French  sovereigns  who  successftdly 
practised  the  royal  touch,  and  were  greatly  admired 
and  venerated  by  their  subjects  on  that  account.  In  the 
leign  of  Philip  the  first,  the  virtue  is  supposed  to  have 
been  somehow  lost,  but  happily  revived  again  with  un- 
diminished splendor  in  that  of  Lewis  the  fat,  after  which 
it  seems  to  have  long  and  regularly  continued.  Francis  I. 
I  and  Henry  lY.  are  represented  as  eminent  practition- 
ers;  how  it  was  with  the  succeeding  monarchs,  descend- 
ed  from  the  latter,  we  are  not  informed.  No  particular 
attention  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  it  yet  by  the 
emperor  Napoleon.    What  he  may  think  pn^r  to  do 

*  jUirtd  If  well  IS  Makutury  dbsenre,  that  the  CoDfetsor  cured  a 
younc  married  woman,  reduced  by  the  Evil  to  a  deplorable  coodition, 
by  fltroking  the  place  affected  with  bis  hand;  upon  whid^  she  grew 
•ensibly  better,  the  humour  dispersed,  the  scar  wore  off,  and  ia  a 
week'sUme  the  cure  was  perfected!*  ''--Cartel.  Sb7. 

I  That  Francis  touched  for  the  evil  is  said  to  be  aterred  by  Senretos, 
in  his  1st.  editiom  of  Ptolemy's  Geogfaphy.  Of  its  success,  indee<), 
we  are  told  that  he  appeared  far  from  being  a  believer;  but  it  was  noe 
the  only  insUnoe  of  hb  unbelief  or  incredulity.  He  often  dlsbeliered 
what  otbeit  firmly  credited;  for  which  the  bloody  reformer  Calvin 
nade  him  pay  tery  dearly^  at  last,  without  tho  gates  of  Genera. 
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thift  y^w^r  #r  aol,  it  it  cortaia  that  he  ]^ 

00m  powem  «& •$  giwLa  degree,  al  lenity  as  anj  afh^ 

te^yi^  09  anpenal  piadeoBnen^ 

But  this  miraculous  gift  of  healing  did  not,  it  seeai^ 
tx^Iqng  cxqlu^vcly  to  the  kings  of  France  and  £ngland« 
*  The  Earls,  or  princes  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg  ako, 
are  reported  to  have  had  it  in  no  scanty  measure.  They 
cured  the  strumous,  or  scrofulous,  it  is  said,  by  giving 
tima  drink,  and  tha  stumnerere,  by  Ussing  them.  But 
Dtt^  Kings  of  Vkmgmtj  aeei»  to  have  exceeded  aB;  far 
iVBaace  loWltftaA.thegpcodtf  cove^  Mt  only  the  iitig's 
fvji>  Ilut  att  dtsordBis  aooaflunad  by  paison,  Ae  bite  of 
%  ripmy  OK  aogf*  ottav  ^mKim#u0  anunal^  *^Mr.  Bel, 
who  tflito  ^s^tkis^.  observer  tipiiatiyafffeiimiia^te  as  Hie 
acKHWtl  iteel£))  Ibai;  he  caniwl^ind  in*  hfstn^ 
tteingarim  kfags  anopciiapdiwd*  tiriy  Twwderftd  power,  t 
Moiff  ebmnQ  fiar  .thttn^  thr.  unfiKling  wreUcBes  t  if  Oej^ 
ppsMsi^  ik 

<<The  case  waa  otbeprise  with  the  loyal  doeton  df 
France  ani^  Eng^^od^iyhQ  have- not  been  sosliy  of  tok^ 
citing  this  )x>wer,  or  rather,  of  practising  this  quackery. 


^  Nor  does  it  appear  that  it  belonged  tzcluslTely  to  ceitaia 
potentates;  for,  long  before  there  were  any  such,  it  had  been  ascribed 
to  the  pagan  emperors  Vespasian. and  Hadrian,  who  aresaid^hy'thKir 
touchy  to  have  restored 'sight  to  the  blind^  and  the  &ct  seems  as  well  es- 
tabtiiMUas^  aef  >  oCitba  aoeowMs^flcwwefieeied'bjr  th»  touch  of  ov 
christian  aftd  eagUsbjnoatfcht. 

t  S^e  OccashMl  TAoMgia  omJU  Pom^r.of. cmahigjit  AyrV Atf,¥um(iJ 

to  tit  Ktngs  of  En^d. supetaddod  to.WefMiifo  J3tBatftatio» 

t]|K>nsupcrsUtionimiatuad,thAU^.    Load.  174i» 
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Some  Freach  wraten (Miy» Carte)  MCiike  thb gift  of 
healiag  k>  thekjog's  devottni  towafdttkeidiaof  8l« 
Marcttlf,  la  (tie  Choidi  of  GoiWgtijy  in  CManpagiie^ 
to  wbidi  file  kiogs  of  Fmaoe,  hnoledieldy  after  fiiett 
coioiiatIo&  at  Rheims,  ufied  to  go  ia  sokma  ptoceMioai 
and  it  must  be  owned  there  was  fonnerly  a  great  vene* 
lation  paid  to  this  saint  in  England*  It  was  in  fiiemory 
of  himttiat  aroom  in  the  palace  of  Weidmkiiit^r  fre« 
quently  mentioned  in  the  roHs  of  parliament,  was  ealtad 
the  chamber  of  St.  Marculf;  being  probably  die  {date 
where  onr  kings  touched  fortheEviL  It  irnow(oiit 
historian  adds)  caDed  the  painted  chambert  and  though 
tiie  name  of  that  saint  hath  been  long  forgot  In  this  aiU 
tioD,  yet  the  MUrtite  Tiittte  of  09t  kings  stiU  mo* 
(inues."  « 

Of  the  most  noted  among  omr  soyereigns,  as  practiti- 
^mers  in  this  hcfaling  art,  the  following  is  ihouglit  a  pret> 
iy  complete  list.  N'othing  seems  to  be  known  in  this 
way  of  Harold  IL  or  yet  of  the  four  succeeding  princes; 
but  that  Henry  II.  practised  very  successfully  is  said  to 
be  attested  by  Petrus  Blesensis,  who  had  been  his  chap- 
lain, f  It  seems^h^hfy  probable  that  Htenry  III.  like- 
wise was  often  applied  to,  and  successfully  practised  in 
the  same  way,  as  John  of  Geddesden,  a  physician,  who 
is  said  to  live  aboiit  that  time,  advises  ascorfulous  pa<* 
tient,  after  his  remedies  had  proved  ineffectual,  to  apply 

•  Ctrte,  1.  S57. 

t  Carte  adds,  that  arcTibp,  Sradvmrdme,  Lor4  Chancellor  Fortttemt^  and 

MAev  giM»«ilfaorf,  ffm  the  ttte  nstiiiMMiy  lA  bthalfof  thff  euiv,  ■• 

well  at  the  piacUce^  by  that  prinee't  successon:— [Richaid  I|  JohBy 

Henry  m,  and  the  three  Edwards,  we  may  suppose.]    Carte»  as 
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io  the  king  for  a  cure:  for  which  he  has  been  much 
blamed,  and  seenMngly  not  without  reason,  as,  in  case 
he  deemed  the  royal  touch  a  certain  cure  or  remedy,  he 
ought  to  have  sent  the  patient  to  the  king  at  first,  with- 
out troubling  him  with  operation  and  medicine,  f 

Henry's  great  son,  Edward  J,  also  appears  io  hare 
been  no  mean  master  of  this  same  art;  andso,  probably, 
might  be  his  son,  Edward  II,  though  otherwise  no 
great  conjurer;  but  as  to  his  son,  Edward  III,  few,  if 
any,  seem  to  have  gone  beyond  him  in  this  sanative  em« 
ployment    Bradwardinej  who  attaided  him  in  his  wars, 
and  whose  counsel  is  said  to  have  contributed  to  his  suc- 
cess, gives  a  pompous  advertisement,  in  his  book  De 
Causa  Det,  of  the  wonderful  cures  wrought  by  that 
princes     F.  k  Brun^  however,  pays  no  regard  to  this. 
He  looks  upoa  it  as  a  crafty  stratagem,  and  says,  he 
does  not  doubt  but  that  Edward's  pretensions  to  the 
crown  of  France  excited  his  zeal  to  touch  those  who 
were  diseased;  which  is    not  unlikely;  princes  often, 
when  nothing  but  politics  lie  at  the  bottom,  chusing  to 
make  religion  to  swim  on  the  top.  %  Edward's  grands 
son,  Richard  II,  cannot  be  supposed  to  drop  or  lay  a- 
side  a  practice  for  which  his  grandfather  and  immediate 
predecessor  on  the  throne  had  been  so  celebrated.    Nor 
|s  it  at  all  likely  that  his  successors,  of  the  rival  house  of 
Lancaster,  should  discontinue  this  practice,  as  that  might 
have  been  construed  to  imply  a  consciousness  of  inferi- 
inrity  to  the  princes  of  the  other  house,  or  something 
^ke  a  defect  in  thei|r  own  title  to  the  crown. 

t  Occasional  ThoughtSi  as  before,  5S.  |  Ibid. 
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Least  of  all  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  this  practice 
fehould  be  droptor  neglected  aftcrwar  Is,  on  the  restora- 
tion of  the  York  line,  in  the  person  of  Edward  JV,  who 
woidd  naturally  take  care  to  exercise  every  prerogative 
jor  power  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  his  ancestors,  and 
which  had  any  way  contiibuted  to  their  popularity, 
consequence,  or.celebrity.  This  monarch,  though  of  a 
far  less  religious  or  devout  cast  than  his  immediate  pre* 
decessor  Henry  VI.  might  not  on  that  account  be  the 
less  qualified  to  work  tliese  miracles,  any  more  than 
Charles  11.  afterwards;  who,  though  by  his  clerical 
subjects  denominated  ;wo5/ re//g7c/z^,  was  yet  certainly, 
in  fiujt,  one  of  the  most  irreligious  and  profligate  wretch- 
es that  ever  wore  a  crown:  nevertheless  he  unquestionably 
practiced  the  roj/al  touchy  as  extensively,  effectually, 
and  successfully  as  any  one  whatever  in  the  whole  list 
of  our  crowned,  or  kingly  practitioners.  And  why 
not?— as  the  extraordinary  gift,  supernatural  virtue,  or 
miraculous  power,  belonged  entirely,  it  seems,  to  his 
regal  quality  or  dignity;  *  and  had  nothing  at  aO^ 
apparently,  to  do  with  his  personal  or  moral  character. 

Richard' III.  also,  after  be  ascended  the  throne,  may 
be  supposed  to  possess  as  much  of  this  supernatural  and 

2  p 

*  Though  some,  perhaps,  wouM  choose  to  ascribe  that  gi%  Tirtue, 
or  power,  rather  to  the  tirone,  as  the  in/aUihirtty  9fthe  fupe  has,  by  one 
of  our  old  satirists^  beeo  ascribed  to  the  faj^al  chair,  in  some  such  lines 
as  ih«  rullowingy 

Jf  the  devil  himself  should  get  there. 

Although  he  be  fuU  of  all  evil, 

Yetsitch  is  the  virtue  in  Peter*s  old  chair. 

He  would  be  an  infallible  devil. 
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sanatire  virtue  (whatever  may  be  said  oiPthe  other  vir- 
tues) as  any  one  of  bis  predecessors  or  successors;  and 
to  it  was  evidently  his  interest  to  omit  no  popular  ob* 
iservance,  and  to  avail  himself  of  whatever  had  a  tendency 
to  excite  or  gain  the  admiration  of  the  people,  and  re- 
concile them  to  his  government,  we  may  be  sure  he  would 
not  fail  to  follow,  with  spiriti  the  practice  in  questioii; 
tod  so,  by  a  copious  display  of  its  sanative  virtue,  com- 
pensate, in  some  sort,  eir  ^^tgree,  for  the  absence  of  vir- 
tues of  another  description.  There  is  therefore  aboD- 
dant  reason  for  scftting  him  down  lusnong  our  royal  mi- 
facle*>workers. 

None  of  all  these  princes  appear  to  have  made  a  greater 
figure,  or  to  have  proceeded  with  more  parade,  solem- 
nity, and  success,  in  this  royal  business  or  occupation, 
than  Henry  VII. — Thisjwlitic  prince,  whatever  right 
he  might  have  to  the  crown,  had  probably  as  good  a 
light  as  any  one  to  try  his  band  at  this  notable  and  won- 
der working  operation,  the  efTect  or  fame  of  which  he 
knew  full  well  how  to  manage  profitably  and  turn  toihe 
best  account.  lie  accordingly  set  about  it  in  good 
earnest;  and  in  order,  as  maybe  supposed^  to  give  the 
process  the  most  striking,  sacred,  and  solemn  appear- 
ance, and  increase  its  effect,  he  had  a  new  form,  or 
office,  composed  and  introduced  for  the  purpose.  * 

•  Occasional  Thoughts,  as  l>e(brey  p.  60.— also  New  Aft.  Reg.  IS, 
[180  3 — It  does  not  appear,  who  among  Henry  *s  bishops,  or  ecclesias- 
tics drew  up  this  new  office  for  his  use:  but  we  find  that  it  went  in  the 
manner  and  formTollowing-^^f/n/,  tAe  king^  kiuelhg^  thailtay,  <<In  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 
Jnd  at  toon  as  l§  hath  s<id  that^  %4  thetltajf^  Give  the  Messing.  TJu  chap* 
tatn  kate^ttg ie/ort  iJkt  kiig^  and'kiuilag  a  thU  aioM'itlt  ^iciy  tk^tmtvitr  and 
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The  project  answered;  and  his  success  in  this  practice 

is  said  to  have  been  very  considerable.     This  prince 

vrould  also  sometimes  take  upon  him  to  concert  heretics; 

2p2 

#0fy  <<Tb6  Lord  be  in  your  heart,  and  in  your  lipsy  to  confest  all  your 
sint.  In  the  name  of  the  Fathar^  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.  Or  the  lu  shall t^^  ''Christ  hear  us.  In  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen.  Then  hy 
emd  hy  the  hmg  shall  jay^  **l  conSeu  to  God,  to  the  bleiied  virgin  Mary^ 
to  all  the  saints,  and  to  you,  that  I  have  sinned  in  thought,  word,  and 
deedy  through  my  fault:  I  pray  holy  Mary  and  all  the  saints  of  God  to 
pray  folr  roe.  The  chafh^n  thaUannoar  and  toy  ^  ''Almighty  God  have 
mercy  on  you,  and  pardon  you  all  your  sins,  deliver  youfiom  all  evil, 
and  confirm  you  in  good,  and  bring  you  to  everlasting  life.  Amen. 
"The  almighty  and  metciful  Lord  grant  you  absolution  and  remission 
of  aU  your  sins,  time  for  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  wUh  the 
grace  and  comfort  of  his  holy  spirit.  Amen.  Tint  dona  ths  chafUm  thaH 
At^,  The  Lord  be  with  you.  The  h'mg  shall  aanoer^  And  with  thy  spirit. 
Th4  chaplain.  Part  of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark.  The  hsng  shall 
emsxMTy  Glory  to  thee  O  Lord  Tir  chapUim  reads  the  gespel^  "Last  he 
appeared  to  those  eleven  as  they  sat  at  the  table:  and  he  exprobated 
tlieir  incredulity  and  hardness  of  heart,  because  they  did  not  believe 
them  that  had  seen  him  tisen  again^  And  he  said  to  them:  going  into 
the  whole  world,  preach  the  Gospel  to  all  creatures.  He  that  belie feth 
and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved:  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  con- 

'  danmed.  And  them  that  believe  these  signs  shall  follow:  in  my  naiae 
^lall  they  cast  out  devils,  thpy^  shall  speak  with  new  tongues.  Serpeots 
shall  they  take  up,  and  if  they  dr'mk  any  deadly  thing  it  shall  not  hurt 
them;  they  shall  impose  hands  upon  the  sick  and  they  shall  be  whole. 
Which  last  clause^  (They  shall  impose  &c.)  tha  cha^aia  repeaU  as  kag  as 
the  kissg  is  handling  thesich  ferson,  And,in  tht  t'tms  cf  reffeaiiifg  the  a/oretaid 
words  (they  shall  impose  &c.)  the  clerk  f^  the  closet  shall  huel  before  the 
hng^  hofkng  the  sick  person  on  ths  right  h^nd\  and  the  sick  person  shaU  also  kneel 
he/ore  ths  king:  and  ths  kk^g  shall  ky  his  hand  npon  the  sore  of  the  sick  person. 
This  dms  the  chaplain  shall  sfudsn  an  end  of  ths  Gospel,  "And  so  our  Lord 
Jesus,  aAer  he  spake  unto  them,  was  assumpted  into  heaven,  and  sate 
on  the  right  hand  of  God.  But  they  going  forth  preached  every  where; 
our  Lord  wo^ijog  withal^  and  confirming  the  word  with  signs  which 
foUowed.  fVhilti  this  is  rtad^g^  ths  chirurgeon  shall  lead  awsy  the  stckper. 
tmfrm  ths  lung,  j^d  t^tsr  the  Gospel  ths  chaplain  shall  sey,  Ihe  Lord  be 
with  you.  Ths  king  shall  ansvier^  And  with  thy  spirit,  ths  chaplain^ 
The  b«gianiDg  of  the«Go^  according  to  St.  John.  The  king^  Glory 
to  thM  a  Lofd.  Ths  cksplain  thsn  sh^fl  say  ths  Gospel  following^  [i.  e.  th^ 

Jrtiwfrdt  ^JfhM't  (htpcl^snfling.  atv^te  ^h,}  It  m$s  the  true  light  which 
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and  he  would  even  give  them  money  to  facilitate  ihclr 
conversion ;  ♦  which  was  cei-tainly  no  illadapted  device, 
or  unpromising  expedient:  and  it   is  the  more  reroark- 

Kghtneth  every  mta  that  cometh  into  this  world.]  fF^ick  Ua  chmifg. 
It  was  the  true  light,  &c.)  /nail  6 1  ifpeatsj.  io  hig  as  the  king  skmUbe  cnttm 
htg  ike  sorg  of  tkt  sick  person ^  wth  an  atiget  bf  gold  rokle^  and  tkc  t'tck pgrtw 
to  kave  the i ami  an ^el  ha:.g'*d  about  I.:  neeky  and  tot^earit  vst'U  ke  bt/nM 
tckole.  This  Jone^  tfte  chirurg.^n  skaHlead  av:ay  the  sick  f^erson  as  ke  did  be" 
forey  and  Iken  the  ckapUxn  skalimake  an  end  of  ike  ^osfcl  [i.  e.  read  on  from 
▼erse  the  9th,  where  he  left  ofif  before,' to  the  end  of  ver«  14.3  ^*'* 
the  chaplain  s kali  say,  T  wo  Lords  name  be  praised.  7'<ic  King  skaUemroer^ 
Now  and  for  ever.  Then  skall .  -.e  ckapfa'n  say  this  collect  JoUoTttingy  f^'9"'£ 
fortke  sick  person  or  per.ons:  O  Lord  hear  my  prayer.  The  hag  shall mnnoer. 
And  let  ray  cry  come  unto  thee.  T^e  ckdplaitiy  Lc  t  us  pray.' ^Almighty 
mnd  everlasting  God,  the  eternal  health  of  them  that  belieTe;  gracious- 
ly hear  us  for  thy  servants  for  whom  w«  implore  the  aid  of  thy  mer- 
cy, that  their  health  being  restored  to  them,  they  may  fiw9  that 
thanks  in  thy  church,  through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen.** 

This  prayer  following  is  to  he  said  secretly ,  after  tkc  sick  feffons  be  JUfarHd 
from  ike  king,  at  kis  /'i^axirr*.— **AImighty  God,  Ruler  and  Lord,  by 
whose  goodness  the  blind  see,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dumb  speak;  the  lame 
walk,  the  lepers  are  cleansed,  and  all  sick  per^ns  arehealei  of  their  in 
firroities:  By  whom  also  alone  the  gift  t)f  healing  b  given  to  mankind 
and  so  great  a  grace,  through  thine  unspeakable  goodness  toward  this 
vcalm,  is  granted  unto  the  kings  thereof,  that  by  the  sole  imposition  of 
their  hands,  a  mos(  grievous  and  filthy  disease  should  be  cured:  Meroi- 
fully  grant  that  wc  may  give  thee  thanks  therefore,  and  for  this  thy  sin. 
gular  benefit  conferred  on  us,  not  to  ourselves,  but  to  thy  name  let  Us 
daily  give  glory;  and  let  us  always  to  exercise  ourselves  in  piety^  that 
we  may  labour  not  only  diligently  to  oonserye,  but  every  day  more  and 
more  to  en  crease  thy  grace  bestowed  upon  us:  And  gratnt  that  on 
whose  bodies  soever  we  have  in^posed  hands  in  thy  name,  through 
this  thy  virtue  working  in  them,  and  through  oar  ministry,  may  be  le- 
stored  to  their  former  health,  and  being  confirmed  therein,  may  per- 
petually with  us  give  thanks  to  thee  the  chief  physician  and  healer  of 
all  diseases;  and  that  henceforth  they  may  «o  lead  their  lives,  as  not 
their  bodies  only  from  sickness,  but  their  souls  also  fVom  sin  may  be 
perfectly  purged  and  cured:  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  thy  son, 
who  livRth  and  reigneth  with  thee  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  God 
world  without  end.  Amen.^* 

The  reader  will  readily  perceive  that  the  above  office,  or  formulary 

was  entirely  qf^pisk  manufacture;  '^the  king  and  whole  natkm  btip| 

•  Sewaid's  Anecdotes,  I,  38. 
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«blr,  as  his  majesty  ^as  himself  so  great  a  lover  (^  mo- 
ney, and  appears  to  have  been  so  exceedingly  close* 
fisted  on  other  occasions.  We  may  therefore  be  very 
fiore  that  the  conversion  of  heretics  was  of  the  highest 
impoitanoe  in  Henry^s  estimatioti,  and  what  lay  very 
near  to  bis  royal  hearti  This  monarch  also,  with  his* 
qneen  and  eldest  son,  visited  the  town  of  Lynn,  where 
he  very  probably  exercised  the  royal  touchy  as  scrofu- 
lous patients  may  be  supposed  to  £ave  been  then,  as 
4hey  are  now,  very  numerous  here,  all  of  whom,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  would  not  fail  to  give 
full  credit  to  hb  majesty's  ability  to  remove  the  malady 
and  re8t<nre  the  patients  to  perfect  health;  and,  of  course, 
would  be  anxious  to  apply  to  him,  which  he  would 
n6t  be  likely  to  discourage.  Asia  hereticsy  there  might 
be  then  none  of  Aem  here  for  him  to  try  his  royal 
hand  at  their  conversion^ 

His  son  and  high  spirited  successor,  Henry  VJIIj 
would  doubtless  be  Careful  to  continue  the  practice  of  all 
the  rites  and  ceremcmied  appertaining  to  the  royal  func- 
tion, which  had  been  handed  down  to  him  frppi  his 
fMiei:  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  op- 
eration in  question  would  not  be  forgotten  or  omitted, 
were  it  only  to  be  even  with  hb  neighbour  and  rival^ 
Francis  /,  who  certainly  performed  it^  and  would  not 

then^tf^'///*,  but  it  probibly  dtfiercd  not  much>  if  st  all,  from  those 
psed  ifterward*  by  Q\xt prottstaai  princet,  except  Id  thearticle  of  imo^g 
the  Firgim  Maty  and  the  Sainh\  in  which  aUo  conf  ists,  gcemtngly*  the 
chief  difierence  between  the  Romisk  and  EngBtk  Uturgigs:  in  other  ret* 
|>ecu  the  resembUnjCe  it  great  and  striking}  which  is  not  J^^ch  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  the  model  of  the  latter  is  prett/  well  known  to  haft 
^een  taken  from  the  former. 
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be  Ukely  to  be  suffisred  or  allowed  to  go  beyond  him  cm 
such  an  occasion.  Henry  therefore  nay  be  safely  set 
down  among  our  said  royal  practiiiooers,  and  eren 
among  the  most  ahle  and  powerful  of  them  all.  But  ikt 
JGng^s  Evil  was  not  the  only  Evil  in  whose  cure  or  re- 
moval he  was  particularly  concerned:  He  was  no  less 
concerned  in  the  cure  or  removal  of  the  Popc^s  Evil, 
another  dreadful  malady,  which  had  long  and  griev- 
ously aiBicted  moot  of  the  good  people  of  this  country, 
and  which  was  generally  deemed  incurable,  till  he  took 
it  in  band.  AU  the  world  know  how  powerfully  and 
effiM)t^aUy  his  roytol  touch  operated  on  that  occasion.— 
It  seems  he  had  also  the  reputation  of  being  endowed 
with  extraordinary  gifts  for  the  cure  or  prevention  of  the 
crampi  and  we  And  that  he  distinguished  himself  by  the 
consecration  o(  cramp  ringSy  which  Slephen  Grardiscr 
says  were  much  esteemed  every  where,  and  often  sought 
for.  *  So  very  eminent  was  Henry  ainong  our  royal 
doctors,  and  miracle  mongers. 

Edward  VI^  Hewy's  mntable  son  and  successor, 
is  not  known  to  have  been  -^  ^^  an  adept  at  this  prkice- 
\y  practice,  or  even  to  have  been  in  the  least  partial  to 
r  it.  He  probably  thought  so  very  lightly  <rf*  it  as  entufe* 
]y  to  onitand  discard  it,  a^  he  is  i^  said  to  have  done 
with  rcspeol  to  ike  cofisecraiien  of  tramp  rings j  by 
which  his  rpyal  fiither  so  m^ch  distinguished  himself. 
It  is  likely  that  Edward,  youn^  as  he  was,  had  imbibed 
some  sectarian  notions  whi<?b  migUt  unfit  him  for  the 
performance  of  these  subHme  operations.  Even  the  roy-» 
•  Occasionil  Thouf  hu^  m  Mbfs^.  61. 
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ttl  and  episcopal  work  o£  burning  hertticSy  so  much 
approved  of  and  delighted  in  by  bis  predecessors,  and 
afterwards  by  bis  immediate  successor,  and  so  much 
called  for  and  applauded  by  ecclesiasticB,  was  to  bim 
an  object  of  utter  aversion;  and  if  be  once  suffered  it  to 
be  done,  it  was  involuntary  and  against  his  own  better 
judgement,  through  the  importunate  intreaties  and  ur- 
gent expostulations  of  his  bishops,  and  particularly 
Cranmer,  to  whom  therefore  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  the 
deed  must  properly  or  chiefly  belong.  ♦  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  no  such  doings  would  have  sullied  or  dis- 
graced bis  reign  had  be  been  left  to  judge  and  act  for 
himself.  It  is  .probable  he  was  left  so  to  judge  and  act 
with  respect  to  the  royal  touch;  so  that  we  need  not  be 
surprised  at  his  declining  the  practice. 

From  Mary^  hb  bloody  sister  and  successor,  adif-* 
ferent  conduct  might  be  expected:  and  her  conduct 
certainly  was,  almost  in  every  thing,  verydifiidrentfion 
his.  Superstitious  as  she  was,  and  bigoted  to  the  last 
d^^ree,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  she  should  shrink 
from  the  performance  of  any  rite  or  ceremony,  however 
absurd,  that  bad  been  in  request  with  her  popish  pre- 
decessors, or  devoutly  practiced  by  them.  This  of  the 
royal  touch  could  never  escape  her  attention:  nay  it  is 

*  So  litUe  did  those  reformers  know  of  the  sfirU  of  Christianity:  and 
yet  Ibey  are  sciU  held  up,  by  a  numerous  and  powerful  religious  party 
mmoog  usy  as  pattams  of  orthodoxy  and  pure  religion:  as  if  thoee  man 
who  knew  the  least  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  the  principles  of  com- 
mon justice,  were  most  likely  to  kAow  most  of  the  doctrines  and  pie- 
cepto  of  the  gospel,  and  be  of  all  men  the  6ttest  to  foUowj  or  as  if  that 
leligion  should  be  the  most  orthodox,  pure,  and  estimable,  that  shews 
Che  Watt  of  the  spirit  of  the.  New  Testament,  And  even  allows  of  intol- 
erance, persecution,  and  murder. 
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expre^y  said  that  the  office  was  indeed  &irly  writtoi 
out  for  her  use;  [that  rerj  office  probably,  which  hai 
been  above  inserted;]  so  that  there  can  be  no  question  of 
her  touchuigforthe£vil,  asdetoutljr,  and  as  success- 
fully perhaps,  as  any  of  the  rest.  | 

As  to  Elizabeth^  heretic  as  she  was,  her  legitimacy 
questioned,  and  her  title  litigated,  she  touched  for  the 
Evil  with  a  success  acknowledged  even  by  the  psqpists 
themselves,  who  are  said  to  ascribe  it  .to  the  gigh  of  the 
cross. ^  A  case  is  mentioned  by  Carte  of  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic, who,  being  put  into  prison,  perhaps  for  recusancy, 
and  terribly  afflicted  with  the  Evil,  was,  after  he  had 
been  there  a  tedious  time,  at  a  vast  expence  io  pbysiciam 
without  the  least  relief,  touched  by  this  queen,  and  per- 
fectly cured:  which  gave  him  occasion  ijo  say,  he  was 
now  convinced  by  undoubted  experience,  that  the  pcq^e's 
excfknmunication  of  her  signified  nothing,  since  she 
still  continued  blessed  with  so  miraculous  a  quality.— f 
It  was  well  for  the  poor  fellow  that  lie  was  not  ^  puritan^ 
or  he  might  have  gone  long  enough  without  his  cure,  as 
her  majesty  is  known  to  have  been  inexorably  pitiless 
and  spiteful  against  that  class  of  her  smbjects. 

X  Her  conduct,  in  torturing  and  burning  those  whom  she  deemed 
heritics^  cannot  well  be  thought  more  diabolical  or  eiecrtble  than  thtt 
of  her  successors  EUxabeth  and  JemtSy  to^iard  those  whom  they  view- 
ed  in  a  similar  light:  the  latter  hurnt  them,  as  Mmry  did,  and  no  less 
cruelly  and  unjustly^  and  the  former  imprifoned,  tortured,  hanged,  em- 
bowelled,  and  qiurtered  them.  This  was  the  good  queen  Bess.  Her 
whole  bench  of  bishops,  all  of  the  right  reformed  and  nangeBtml  stamp, 
applauded  her  deeds. 

*  That  part  of  the  ceremony,  however,  appears  to  have  been  expoog- 

ed  in  the  neit  reign,  and  discontinued  afterwards  till  that  of  James  11. 

without  any  dimuoition  of  the  effect.    See  Oc.  Thoughts,  as  before,  6£. 

t  Carte,  1,  3^7. 
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6f  James  I,  with  his  strong  faith  in  ghosts  and 
britches,  and  lofty  notions  of  indefeasible  right,  rojrai 
prerogative  and  king-craft,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  he,  of  all  men,  would  think  meanly  or  lightly  of 
thb  royal  and  religious  operation*  It  accordingly  ap- 
pears that  he  very  readily  and  warmly  engaged  in  it, 
and  actually  became  a  most  dexterous  and  eminent  pnu> 
titioner— to  the  no  small  satisfiiction  and  comfort,  as  we 
may  suppose,  of  his  liege  subjects,  as  well  as  advance- 
ment of  his  own  &me,  or  at  least,  the  gra^cation  of  < 
his  vanUy,  of  which  it  is  well  known  he  possessed  no 
commoii  or  scanty  portion.  Nothing  could  delight  him 
tnore  than  the  idea  that  lie  could  work  miracles:  his 
<«oiirtiers  cdlled  htm  Sohmon;  but  that  idea  vras  calcu* 
lated  to  make  hhn  thmk  himself  as  still  greater  than  even 
Solomon.  We  arc  not  informed  how  many  patients 
underwent  or  felt  his  royal  touch;  but  there  is  every  rea- 
eon  to  suppose  and  believe  that  the  numbei'  must  have 
been  very  considerable. 

Hid  unfortunate  son  and  successor  Charles  I.  was  na 
less  distinguished  in  this  same  way  than  his  royal  fathei: 
had  been.  Great  numbers  are  said  to  have  been  by  him 
both  touched  and  cured;  of  whom  not  a  few  were  little 
chikfapen,  which  has  been  urged  as  a  proof  that  it  could 
not  be  ascribed  to  the  effect  or  strength  of  imagination. 
Carte  observes,  that  Dr.  Heylyn,  an  eye  witness  of  such 
cures,  says,  ^<I  have  seen  some  children  brought  before 
the  King  by  the  hanging  sleeves,  some  hanging  at  thdc 
mother's  breasts^  and  others  in  the  arms  of  their  nurses^ 

2q 
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til  tured  without  the  help  of&  serviceable  imij^aticfn /^ 
{  Both  Heylyn  and  Caite  wei^  fuH  of  faith  ih  these  mi^ 
racles.  If  they  w^e  r^ht,  the  decapitation  of  Charles 
must  have  been  a  great  loss  to  the  nation,  and  especially 
to  those  who  were  affticted  with  the  Evil.  For  twelve 
years  or  more,  after  that  event,  not  one  of  these  miracles 
appears  to  have  been  wrought  in  this  country. 

As  to  Oliver  Cromwelly  it  docs  not  appear  that  he 
ever  tried  his  hand  at  this  wonder-working  operation; 
conscious,  it  may  be  supposed,  that  it  did  not  belong  to 
his  province,  or  to  the  protectoral  office  and  dignity,  with 
which  he  was  invested.  What  be  would  have  done, 
liad  he  accepted  or  assumed  the  legal  title,  cannot  be 
aaid  or  known  with  absolute  certainty:  tlloiigh  the  pro- 
bability seems  to  bear  against  his  even  then  bec(mui)g  ft 
practitioner,  as  it  would  hardly  have  met  the  i^probation 
of  his  best  friends,  or  accorded  with  the  ideas  of  his  most 
trusty  and  powerful  coadjutors,  or  even  with  his  own. 

After  a  total  cessation  or  suspension  of  this  ancient 
princely  practice,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  Conunon 
weaUh  and  Protectorate,  it  revived  again  ^  the  memo- 
rable restoration;  and  Charles  II.  took  it  up  vigour- 
ously  and  solemnly,  and  on  a  very  extensive  scale.  The 
l{c<;:istcr  of  the  Royal  Chapel  is  said  to  exhibit  a  list  of 
92,J07  persons  touched  by  him  for  the  Evil  in  a  certain 
number  of  years ;  ♦  not  including,  it  seems,  the  whole  of 
his  reign ;  so  that  double  that  number,  or  more  for 
aught  we  know,  way  have  passed  under  his  hand  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  government.     Yet  we  find  he 

X  Carte,  1>  358,  note.  •  Athenxum  No.  4. 
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practised  only  at  some  particular  seasons  of  the  year ;  at 
least  after  the  summer  of  I66f  ,  when  a  royal  proclamu-- 
lion  was  issued  to  inform  the  public  that  such  would  be 
the  case  from  thenceforth.  His  majesty  had  been  ihen 
a  practitioner  full  two  years,  during  which  time  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  touched  some  thousands. 
Ileb^anthe  work  almost  immediately  after  his  restor- 
ation,  so  that  it  may  be  considered  among  the  first  acts 
of  his  reign.  Of  the  state  of  the  practice  in  his  royal 
hands,  or  under  his  wise  management,  a  pretty  accu* 
rate  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  following  extracts— 
out  of  some  of  the  principal  Public  Papers  of  that  era. 

7*Iie  following  passage  appeared  in  the  weekly  Paper 
called  Mercurius  Politicus^  pf  June  28,  1660— ^^Satur- 
day  being  appointed  by  his  majesty  to  touch  such  as  are 
troubled  by  the  £yil,  a  great  number  of  poor  aiBictcd 
creatures  were  met  together,  many  brought  in  chairs  and 
flaskets;  and  being  appointed  by  his  majesty  to  jrepair 
to  Uie  Banqueting  House,  his  majesty  sat  in  a  chair  of 
state,  and  st(pked  all  that  were  brought  to  him,  and 
then  put  about  each  of  their  necks  a  white  ribbon  with 
an  angel  of  gold  on  it.  In  this  manner  his  majesty  strok- 
ed above  600;  and  such  was  his  princely  patience  and 
tenderness  to  the  poor  af&ided  creatures,  that  though  it 
took  up  a  very  long  tinie,  his  majesty,  never  weary  of 
well  doing,  was  pleased  to  make«nquiry,  whether  there 
were  any  more  who  had  not  been  touched  After  pray* 
en  were  ended  the  duke  of  Buckingham  brought  a  towel, 
and  the  earl  Pembroke  a  bason  and  ewer;  who,  after 
S  a  2 
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fhey  had  made  obeysance  to  his  majesty,  kneded  dowft 
till  his  majesty  had  washed. "'—This  was  withi»  a  mooth 
afier  his  majesty's  arrival. 

The  next  is  from  the  Parliamentary  Journal^  of  Ju« 
ly  9,  1660;  a  fortnight  after  the  other;  and  is  thus  cu- 
riously worded— ^^The  kingdom  having  for  a  long  time 
been  troubled  with  the  Evil,  by  reason  of  his  majesty'^ 
absence,  great  numbers  have  flocked  for  cure.     His 
sacred  majesty  on  Monday  last  touched  250  in  the  Ban- 
queting-House;  among  whom,  when  his  majesty  was 
delivering  the  gold,  one  shuffled  himself  in,  out  of  a 
hope  of  pTofit,.  which  had  not  been  stroked;  bat  his 
majesty  presently  discovered  him,  saying,  this  man  has 
not  yet  been  touched.    His  majesty  hath  for  the  future 
appointed  every  Friday  for  the  cure,  f^  which  time  SQO 
and  no  more  are  to  be  presented  to  him,  who  are  first  to 
repair  to  ilfr.  Kmght^  the  King's  surgeon,  living  at  the 
Cross  Guns,  in  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden,  over  against 
the  Rose  Tavern,  for  their  tickets.— That  none  might 
lose  their  labour  he  thought  fit  to  make  it  known  that 
lie  wQl  be  at  I^b  house  every  Wednesday  and  T|iursday, 
from  two  till  six  of  the  Clock,  to  attend  that  service.-r 
And  if  any  person  of  quality  shall  send  to  him  be  will 
wait  upon  them  at  their  lodgings,  upon  notice  given  to 
bim.''-»In  the  same  paper  of  July  90.  and  August  6. 
Notice  was  given,  that  no  more  would  be  touched  tiU 
about  Michaelmas:  and  ii^  tha  Mercurius  PolUicta^  of 
February  28,  1661,  it  is  ^id,thi^  many  came  iuict 
pr  thrice  for  the  sake  of  the  gold. 

Another  weekly  paper,  called  Mercuriut  PuhUc^^ 
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^f  Februaiy  2L  J661,  had  the  following  p^ssagc—^^ 
We  cannot  but  give  notii^e  that  certam  persons  (too 
many  one  would  think)  who  having  the  King^s  Evilly 
Bud  have  been  foiicAfd  by  his  SACRBD  MAJESTY, 
have  got  the  forehead  to  come  twice  or  thrice,  alleging 
they  were  never  there  before,  till  divers  witnesses  prov- 
ed the  contrary;  which  hath  forced  his  MAJESTY  to 
give  order  tl^at  whosoever  hereafter  comes  to  be  touched,  , 
shall  first  bring  to  bi^  MAJESTY'S  Chirurgeons  a  cer- 
tificate  from  the  Minister  and  Church- Wardens  (where 
they  live)  that  they  fiever  were  touched  by  his  MAJES- 
TY before:  the  next  healing  will  begin  six  week^  hence." 

In  the  same  paper  of  May  9.  1661,  appeared  the 
following  notice  or  advertisement:  "WHITEHALL. 
We  are  commanded  to  give  notice,  that  his  MAJESTY 
finds  the  Season  already  so  hot,  that  it  will  be  neither 
^  safe  nor  fit  to  continue  his  healing  such  as  have  the 
kmg'sEvil;  and  therefore  that  hjs  MAJE^TIJiIS  good 
rabjects  therein  concerned,  would  at  present  forbear  to 
cxnne  to  court;  Friday  next  (may  10,)  and  Wednesday 
CMay  15.)  being  the  last  days  that  his  MAJESTY  in- 
tends to  heal,  till  the  heat  of  the  weather  be  allayed, 
-and  his  MAJESTY'S  further  pleasure  known,  where- 
of his  good  subjects  shall  have  timefy  notice/* 

The  same  paper  of  August  15.  1661,  coptained  the 
passage  following:— <<  We  are  commanded  to  give  notice 
That  his  Majesty  fin^s  the  season  such,  that  it  will  nei- 
ther be  safe  nor  fit  to  omtinue  his  Healing  those  that 
have  the  King^s  Evil;  and  therefore  that  His  Majesties 
j^Qod  subjects  therein  concerned  do  (brbe^r  to  come  te 
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Court  till  AlUSaints  Day  next,  till  which  time  His  Mom 
jesty  doth  not  intend  to  Heal/' 

In  the  very  same  Paper,  of  July  17.  1862,  appealed 
the  £dlowtng  curious  coardy  advertisement:  ^^ Hampton 
,  Cbur/.— His  Majesty  lately  set  forth  a  Prodamntionfor 
the  better  ordering  of  those  who  repair  to  the  Court  for 
curt  ofthe  disease  called  the  King^s  Evil,  wherein  his 
Majesty  being  as  ready  and  willing  to  telieve  the  neces- 
sities and  diseases  of  his  good  subjects  by  Im  Sacied 
Touch,  which  shall  come  for  cure,  as  any  c^his  Roy** 
b1  Predecessors,  in  which,  by  the  Grace  aiMl  Blessii^ 
of  God,  he  hath  in  an  extraordinary  measure  had  good 
success,  and  yet  in  his  princely  wisdom,  foreseeiiy 
that  fit  times  are  necessary  to  be  appointed  for  the  per* 
forming  of  that  great  work  of  Charity,  doth  declare  his 
Royal  pleasure  to  be,  that  ^from  henceforth  the  usual 
times  for  presenting  such  persons,  shall  be  from  the 
Feast  of  AU-saintSy  Commonly  called  AlhaBotottdcy  to 
a  week  before  Christmas^  and  in  the  month  before  Eas" 
ter,  being  more  convenient  for  the  temperatiure  of  the 
season,  and  in  respect  of  any  contagion  that  may  hscpm 
pen  in  this  near  access  to  his  Majesties  Sacred  Person. 
His  Majesty  doth  further  command  that  none  presun^ 
to  repair  to  Court  for  cure  of  the  said  disease,  but  with^ 
in  the  limits  appointed,  ^d  that  such  person^  who  comt 
for  that  purpose,  bring  certificates  under  the  hands  of 
the  Parson,  Vicar,  or  Minister  and  Church- Wardens 
of  the  Parishes  where  they  dwell,  testifying  that  tbcy 
ha^e  not  at  any  time  before  been  touched  by  the  King; 
further  charging  all  Justices  of  Peace,  Constables,  &0' 
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lliat  they  suffer  not  any  to  pass  but  such  as  have  such 
Certificates,  under  pain  of  his  Majestys  displeasure: 
And  that  his  Majesties  Subjects  may  have  the  better 
knowledge  of  it,  his  Majesties  will  is,  that  this  Procla- 
mation be  published  and  afiixed  in  some  open  place  in 
every  Market  Town  of  thb  Reahn/'  { 

To  the  above  Extracts,  only  one  more  shall  be  herr 
addedy  from  another  Public  Paper,  called  The  Newes^ 
of  May  18*  1664.— «His  Sacred  Majesty  having  de- 
clared it  to  be  his  royal  will  and  purpose  to  continue  the 
healing  of  his  people  for  the  EvU  during  the  month  of 
May,  and  then  give  over  till  Michaelmas  next,  I  am 
conunanded  to  give  Notice  thereof^  that  the  people  may 
not  come  up  to  the  town  in  the  interim  and  loose  their 
hibour."  ♦ 

From  these  premises  it  plainly  appears  that  the  king 
really  pretended  to  be  endowed  with  the  power  or  gift  of 
^of  king  miricles,  and  of  healing  or  curing  one  of  th^ 
most  obstinate  and  incurable  diseases  incident  to  the  hu- 
man frame,  even  by  his  touchy  Most  curious  and  ludic- 
rous it  surely  must  be  to  see  such  a  man  as  Charles 
making  such  a  pretension,  and  aflkcting  to  be  hand  and 
glove  with  Heaven ;  and  no  less  so  to  see  the  whole  na- 
tion, or  at  least  the  whole  body  of  the  church  folks,  or 
national  religionists,  (clergy  and  laity)  which  consti- 
tuted the  great  bulk  of  the  people,  giving  him  fuU  credit 
for  every  thing,  and  deeming  the  least  doubt  or  besita- 

X  This  proclamation  therefore  must  hate  been  published  and  aflEgi- 
•d  in  some  open  place  at  Lyon. 

•  See  the  Jikiiunm  N«.  4,  p.  9^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIS  UlStOEY    OP    LYNir. 

tion  about  his  miraculous  claims  as  a  sure  indication  df 
disloyalty,  and  scarcely  short  of  high  treason.  Allows 
ing  or  supposing  his  majesty  to  have  really  possessed 
(bis  miraculous  power,  or  su|)emaiural  healing  gift, 
still  it  must  appear  rather  a  queer  case  that  it  should  be 
affected  by  the  temperature  of  the  seasons^  and  actually 
controlled,  overpowered,  and  crippled,  as  it  were,  bjjr 
the  hot  zceather;  and  that  the  royal  operator,  in  the 
meantime,  in  tase  he  persisted  in  his  benevolent  prac- 
tice, or  labour  of  love,  during  the  dog-days,  and  for 
sometime  before  and  after,  should  be  exposed  to  the  im- 
minent danger  of  some  alarming  contagion:  at  least  he 
and  his  courtiers  ^  seemed  evidently  to  have  had  sucb 
Apprehension.  In  all  this,  however,  his  loyal  and  ad- 
miring subjects  could  discover  nothing,  either  mannet- 
ous  or  suspicious,  or  yet  any  wayinconsLstent.  Their 
sovereign's  miraculous  claims  found  in  them  the  most 
ready  acquiescence.  With  some,  indeed,  especiaUy 
among  the  poor  persecuted  nonconformists,  the  case 
vras  otherwise.  They  disbelieved  those  royal  preten- 
sions. But  it  only  ^rved  to  strengthen  the  public  pre- 
judice against  them;  being  generally  looked  upon  as 
an  additional  and  sure  proof  of  their  disafiection,  or 
their  moral  and  political  depravity.  ~-  So  much  for 
Charles's  supernatural  powers'and  miraculous  deeds. 

His  brother  and  successor,  James  II.  another  of 
our  religious  monarchs,  continued  this  practice  with 
•unabated  zeal,  solemnity,  and  devotion.  He  appears 
to  have  made  some  improvement  in  the  process;  parti* 
ticularly  by  restoring  the  sign  of  the  cross,  vrhich  had 
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been  nmctoitntabl J  omitted  by  his  father,  ai^d  grand* 
fiither*  It  is  probable  that  none  of  its  ancient  append- 
ages ^ere  by  him  forgotten,  or  left  unrestored,  if  he  did 
notaIso,inhisprincely  wisdom,  detise  some  others,  eqiraU 
ly  suitable  Imd  edifying:  and  had  the  crown  continued 
in  his  family,  the  good  subjects  of  these  realms  would 
hardly  have  faikd  of  having  the  institution  or  practice 
^U  preserved  amongst  them,  and  observed  in  all  tlings 
according  to  the  pattern  exhibited  by  him.  But  pii 
unexpected  abdication  forced  things  into  another  chan^ 
Hel,  and  deprived  ns  of  so  fair  and  important  a  chance. 
James  is  supposed  to  have  practised  at  Whitehall  as 
fioeqiiently,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  hisrdgn,  as 
his  brottier  had  done.  But  as  his  reign,  compared  with 
thatof  CharleS|  was  very  short,  (though,  in  some  re« 
tpeds,  much  too  long)  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he^ 
like  the  other,  could  boast  of  his  myriads  of  patients  and 
cures.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  was  very  assidu- 
ous in  this  business,  as  well  when  his  occasions  called 
him  abroad,  as  when  detained  within  the  precincts  of  his 
own  court  or  palace :  hence  when  he  went  to  Oxford  in 
1687,  about  the  affair  of  Magdalen-College  and  other 
matters,  part  of  his  time  there  is  known  to  have  been  em« 
ployed  in  touching;  which  shews  how  very  partial  he  was 
to  the  practice,  and  how  very  ready  he  was  to  attend  to 
it  on  every  occasion  that  might  offer.  *  Dr.  Sj^kes  in  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Charktty  of  September  4,  1787,  expres* 
«es  himself  thus,  ^H'his  morning  the  king  touches  in 
Christ  Church  Quire;  hears  one  Father  Hall  this  mom« 

S  B 
•  Set  tilCilrijWMi  for  April  voAl/Uy  1809* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


320  UI8T0BY    OV    LYKN. 

ing  at  the  new  Popish  Chapel  there;  but  ifvhether  he 
"will  be  there  in  the  aflernoon^  or  at  University  Collie,  1 
know  not."  And  Creech  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Charlett^  of 
September  6,  the  same  year,  says,  *'0n  sunday  morning 
the  \iingtouched.  Warner  ami  White  officiating :  all  that 
waited  on  his  majesty  kneeled  at  the  prayers,  beside  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  stood  all  the  time."  %  All  this 
shews  liow  partial  and  devoted  James  was  to  this  prac« 
tice,  as  well  as  how  obsequiously  the  learned  Oxonians 
observed  and  contemplated  this  part  of  their  sovereign's 
conduct  .  Had  he  not  gdne  beyond  this  loydltoucfi^ 
neither  the  Magdalenians  nor  any  other  Oxonian  frater* 
nity  had  ever  resisted  his  mandates:  his  popularity,  in 
that  c^e,  might  have  been  as  unbounded  as  that  of  our 
present  sovereign,  and  his  descendants  might  have  reign- 
ed here  gloriously  to  this  day, 

At  the  Revolution  this  practice  or  operation  was  again 
suspended.  William  111.  was  a  Presbyterian,  and 
Oliver  CromxteU  an  Indepcndenti  the  spirit  and  prin- 
ciples of  these  sects  seem  not  to  be  congenial  with,  or 
favourable  to  the  practice;  nor  does  this  gift  or  privilege 
appear  to  extend  to  sectarian  or  heterodox  princes,  but 
only  to  those  of  the  Romish,  or  Church  of  England 
faith. 

At  the  accession  of  Anne^  of  course,  this  sanative^ 
virtue  and  practice  again  revived,  and  numbers  were 
touched  by  the  royal  hand  of  that  illnstrious  princess, 
amon^  whom  was  the  late  celebrated  X)r.  Samuel  John^ 
tony  then  in  his  childhood*  At  the  death  of  Amie,  the 
I  AUicDsum  JM  before. 
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said  virtue  forsook  the  British  throne:  at  least  none  of  oar 
•ucceeding  monarchs  have  yet  ventured  to  revive  the  prac- 
tice. The  two  first  princes  of  the  present  dynasty  Jiad, 
doubtless,  their  reasons  for  refraining  from  it;  but  as  it  is 
not  known  what  they  were,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether 
their  majesties  were  governed  therein  by  wise  or  unwise^ 
proper  or  improper  motives.  We  know  that  actions 
very  right  in  themselves  may  yet  be  performed  u])on  very 
wrong  and  unjustifiable  principles.  There  is,  howev- 
er, no  room  to  suppose  that  these  two  potentates  were 
in  any  measure  influenced  in  this  instance  by  what  their 
enemies,  the  Jacobites,  would  be  ready  to  insiimate:  an 
apprehension  of  their  own  title  to  the  Crown  being  de» 
fective.  The  voice  of  the  Nation  (than  which  there 
can  be  no  better  title)  had  placed  them  on  the  throne  of 
these  realms. 

His  present  majesty  has  hitherto  followed  the  example 
of  his  two  immediate  predecessors,  in  not  restoring  or 
resuming  this  dormant  or  neglected  branch  of  the  royal 
prerogative.  If  he  ever  should  hereafter,  at  any  time, 
think  proper  to  restore  or  resume  it,  there  can  be  no  man- 
nerof  doubt  of  his  meeting  with  ample  success,  as  well  aa 
abundant  employment.  In  that  case  it  may  be  presumed 
that  multitudes  of  patients  would  soon  be  flocking  in  from 
all  quarters,  not  excepting  the  County  of  Norfolk  and 
the  parts  about  Lynn  Regis.  His  resolving  to  resume 
the  practice  would  instantly  occasion  the  revival  of  the 
national  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the  operation;  and  so 
'£ir  would  such  a  sesumption  or  ezperunent  be  from 
«  a  8 
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endangering  his  majesty's  fair  fame  and  popiilajrity^ ;  that 
it  would,  in  all  probability^  augment  the  same^  and  ^ 
render  him  for  the  residue  of  bis  reign^  within  the  Brit- 
ish Isles  at  least,  more  popular  and  more  celebcaled 
than  ever.  But  as  we  are  not  warranted  to  expect  thai 
his  majesty  will  ever  try  the  experiment,  or  put  tp  thct 
test  the  faith  of  his  subjects  in  the  mimculous  efficacy 
of  his  touch  f  we  shall  here  drop  the  subjest  as  £ur  as  it 
may  concern  him. 

It  appears  that  afler  the  death  of  queen  Anne  it  was 
firmly  believed  by  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  that  the 
sanative  virtue,  or  miraculous  power  which  she  was  al« 
lowed  to  possess,  still  existed  in  the  person  of  a  certain 
exiled  prince  of  her  family.  In  proof  of  which  a  story 
was  industriously  propagated  of  one  Christopher  Ixrvelp 
of  Bristol,  who  being  most  sadly  and  grievously  afflicted 
with  the  Evil,  after  havmg  recourse  to  the  most  eminent 
of  the  faculty^  and  availed  himself  of  the  best  medical 
help  in  vain,  went  at  last  to  the  Continent,  in  quest  of 
the  said  prince.  Having.found  his  royal  highness,  and 
being  kindly  received,  he  underwent  the  operation  of  tho 
touch f  got  perfectly  cured,  and  returned  home  safe  and 
sound,  in  full  health  and  high  spirits^  after  an  absence 
pf  four  months  and  some  few  days.  Carte,  the  bistoiian, 
and  many  more,  gentlemen  of  the  feculty  as  well  as 
lithers,  visited  him,  examined  the  case  thoroughly,  and 
pronounced  the.  «ure  complete.  Some  of  them,  of  whom 
op^  wa9  Dr*  Lane,  an  eminent  physician,  oonsideied 
it  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  and  wonderful  events 
^  that  bad  ever  happened.— After  this^  who  cai|  douhl 
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the  reality  of  the  fact,  that  such  a  sanative  virtue, 
gift,  or  power,  was  actually  possessed  by  the  said 
prince? — It  seems,  however,  that  the  miracle  did  nol 
efkct  a  radical  cure:  poor  Lovel  relapsed  again,  som^ 
time  after,  and  died  of  the  Evil  at  last.  Such,  in  all 
probability,  were  all  the  other  great  cures  performed  by 
the  rest  of  our  royal  doctors,  although  many  oifthem, 
like  this,  were  .attested  as  perfect  cures  ^  by  very  re^ 
spectable,  but  too  credulous  witnesses. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  Whiston^  as  well  as 
CaTtCy  believed  iu  the  efficacy  of  the  royal  touch:  the 
former  derives  it  from  the  prayer  used  atthe  time,  while 
the  latter  seems  to  consider  it  as  a  divine  or  miraculont 
gift  bestowed  upon,  or  inherent  to  all  the  rightful  heirs 
to  the  English  throne.  Both  of  them  were  men  of  con- 
siderable respectability,  and  very  confident,  itseems^ 
of  the  soundness  of  their  respective  opinions  in  this  case. 
Their  opinicms  however  appear  equally  untenable^  and 
may  pretty  safely  be  pronounced  utterly  unfounded. 
The  fiivouraUe  effects,  or  apparent  benefit  which  some 
^f  those  patients  might  experience  after  having  under- 
gone  the  operation  of  the  touchy  must  doubtless  be  as- 
cribed to  their  own  operative  faith  and  strength  of  im- 
agination, rathejr  than  to  any  supernatural  virtue  pro- 
ceeding from  that  princely  performance,  or  any  miracu- 
lous gift  possessed  by  the  royal  practitioners.  To  the 
same  cause  must  also  be  attributed  the  salutary  effects 
jaid  to  have  sometimes  resulted  from  the  pretended  ani- 
mal magnetism,  as  well  as  such  empirical  charms  and 
nostrums  as  have  acquirod   an  oncommon  share   of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


324  HISTORY    OF    LTNir. 

popular  fame,  or  havestood  very  higli  in  thegood  opinion 
of  the  pubKc.  A  patient's  favourable  opinion  of  a  rem- 
edy administered  to  him ,  and  his  very  confident  expec« 
tation  of  deriving  from  it  very  essential  benefit,  are  al« 
lowed  to  have  had  a  happy  effect,  and  to  have  don^ 
great  things  sometinics  in  very  tcrious  and  dangerous 
cases. 

No\f  we  may  rest  assured  that  on  no  other  c^und  but 
this  can  we  reasonably  account  for  benefits  experienced 
by  many  who  underwent  the  royal  touch;  admitting  that 
to  have  be^n  really  the  case;  for  it  is  too  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  those  royal  persona^^es  were  actually  endowed 
with  power  to  work  miracles,  or  that  the  ceremony  per- 
formed, or  yet  the  gold  given  to  the  patients  to  wear 
about  their  necks,  had  in  them  any  supernatural  or 
healing  virtue  to  render  ihem  capable  of  producing  such 
effects. 

It  must  be  rather  mortifying  to  our  national  yani^ 
and  pride,  to  tidok  that  our  dear  ancesitors,  for  seven 
hundred  years,  firmly  believed  in  the  miraculous  efficacy 
pf  the   royal  touch,  in  scrofulous  complabts.  *  But 

•  Would  not  the  case  have  been  the  same  with  their  descendants  of 
the  prei>ent  geperation,  had  our  three  \ut  monarchs  thought  proper  ta 
continue  the  practice,  or  the  present  sovereign  chose  to  r«vive  it?— How 
strikingly  was  the  easy  faith  of  the  nation  exemplified  in  the  implicit 
credit  it  i^ave  to  a  Ute  premieres  possessing  ejitraordioary  and  plcnaiy 
Ubility  to  heal  all  the  national  or  political  malad|c8  of  Britain,  ofEurope, 
and  of  the  world  ?  And  had  he  pietcnded  to  a  power  to  cure  the  scro. 
.  fula,  or  any  othei  bo<Iily  cooiplaint,  with  bis  touckf  would  it  not  havt 
been  readily  believed  by  all  his  numerous  admirers,  and  by  the  greater 
part  of  our  countrymen  ?  And  wou  J  not  numerous  witne»>es  haft 
ioon  appeared,  ready  to  attest  the  reality  and  completeness  oC  his  cures. 
—Circumstances  seem  evidently  to  fovour  these  conclvuioiis :  nor  wiU 
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%liile  we  reprobate,  or  pity  their  stupid  and  miserable 
credulity,  in  this  and  other  instances,  let  us  not  forget 
that  wc  ourselves  are  not  without  our  errors  and  failings^ 
and  those  no  less  inexcusable  and  degrading:  witness 
our  general  belief  in  witchcraft,  conjuration,  prodigies, 
and  newspapers,  together  with  the  oinshaken  faith  of 
multitudes  in  Richard  Brothers^  Susanna   Southcote^ 

the  f  tory  ofthe  Dumi  Doctor^  still  fresh  in  every  body^s  memory,  (not  to 
mention  other  cases)  allow  ofour  making  here  an  exception  in  favour  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Lynn. 

For  the  sake  of  those  readers  who  live  at  a  dbtance  from  Lynn,  the  aflTair 
here  last  alluded  to  may  require  some  explanation.  Be  it  known  there- 
fore, that  the  empirical  Adventurer,  called  the  Duai  Doctor^  made  hit 
appearance  at  Lynn  about  four  and  twenty  years  ago;  and  for  a  good 
while  afler  spent  most  of  his  time  between  this  town  and  Wisbeach. 
It  was  given  out  that  he  had  been  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth,  an4 
that  he  was  a  native  of  New  England,  or  some  part  of  North  America^ 
where  he  had,  somehow,  (miraculously,  or  at  least  in  some  very  extra- 
ordinary and  wonderful  manner  no  doubt)  acquired  very  deep  knowledge 
and  skill  in  the  healing  art; and  after  having  performed  great  and  aston- 
ishing cures  in  his  own  country,  had  actually  crossed  the  wide  Atlantic 
out  of  pure  kindness  and  compa$si6n  to  the  sick  and  infirm  folk  of  this 
kingdom,  most  of  whose  complaints  he  might  be  expected'Capable  of 
removing. The  tale  very  generally  took  with  our  good  towns- 
men, and  numbers  of  ailing  people,  gentle  and  simple,  well-bred  and 
ill-bred,  from  all  quarters,  flocked  to  the.impostor  for  relief.  Not  a 
few  of  them  also  declared  that  they  had  actually  derived  great  benefit 
from  his  prescriptions.— Thus  he  went  on  very  prosperously,  till  an 
old  acquaintance  of  his  unluckily  came  to  town,  ble^  him  up,  and 
blasted  all  hit  hopes.  He  then  suddenly  decamped,  and  was  never  sine* 

teen  or  heard  of  in  these  parts. It  seems  he  had  belonged  so  a 

company  of  strolling  players,  from  which  honourable  fraternity  he  had 
been  on  some  occasion  expelled:  upon  which  he  took  up  the  medical 
profession,  pretending  to  be  deaf  and  dumb,  and  a  native  of  North, 
America,  as  was  before  stated. — This  may  serve  to  shew  that  with  all 
our  skepticism  and  infidelity,  and  our  large  stock  of  fancied  light  and  dis- 
cernment, learning  and  refinement,  we  are  by'no  means  so  far  removed 
from  the  easy  &ith  and  blind  credulity  of  our  ancestors,  or  become  such 
complete  proofs  against  the  wiles  of  imposture,  or  the  specious  arts  of 
daring  deceivers,  at  might  be  supposed,  from  our  confident,  loud,  and 
boitttrottt  boattingt. 
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and  many  other  notorious  impostors  of  different  descrip- 
tions  :  and  it  may  lie  justly  questioned,  if  there  ever  wat 
a  period  when  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  have  been 
more  inexcusably  credulous,  more  easily  and  egregious- 
ly  imposed  upon,  or  more  generally  and  universally 
duped,  than  in  this  very  age.— But  we  will  here  close  this 
)long  section;  hoping  that  its  contents  will  not  fail  to  con* 
tribute,  at  least  in  some  measure,  to  the  amusement  and 
satisfaction  of  the  inquisitive  and  candid  reader;  espe* 
cially  if  he  ever  wished  to  learn  the  history  of  the  loyal 
touchy  of  which  he  will  find  here,  perhaps,  a  more  par- 
ticular  and  circumstantial  account  than  in  any  other 
publication. 


End  of  Pari  II. 
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Bistort  of  Lynit  from  the  ESTAirtnHinsNt  6P 

tHB  NOBMANS  IN  ENGLAND  TO  THE  RSFOBMATION* 

CHAP.  I.  Obfemtloitt  on  the  Conquest— «ceount  of  the  changeir 
then  introduced— their  effiscts  on  the  kingdom  et  Uigei  mnd  on  Lynn 
end  its  Ticinity  in  ptrticolar. 

The  conquest  of  £iiglaiid  by  the  Normans  appears 
to  hayebeen  no  less  complete  than  those  which  had  beea 
befiMre  effected  by  the  Romans^  the  Saxoosi  and  the 
Danes.  The  English  grandees  were  generally  stript  o£ 
their  possessions^  and  their  lands  divided  among  the 
conqueror^s  chief  fiiyourites  and  great  captains,  who 
then  became  the  nobles  of  the  realm,  and  from  whom 
are  descaided  most  of  our  present  great  &milies.  This 
conquest  was  obtained  much  easier  than  any  of  those 
that  preceded  it,  A  single  bi^e  now  determined  the 
&te  of  the  whole  country,  {Nirtly ,  as  was  before  obsenr- 
ed,  through  the  defection,  intrigues,  and  influence  of 
*  the  dergy,  most  of  whom  were  in  the  interest  of  the  ln« 

9  B 
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Vader,  as  he  ivas  supported  by  their  holy  fath^  th« 
Pope^  Tfho  had  distinguished  him  by  such  special  marki 
Df  his  favour  as  could  not  £eu1  of  attaching  them  to 
bis  cause. 

William's  army  consisted  of  60,000  men;  not  all  hit 
own  subjects,  (for  his  duchy  could  not  furnish  and 
maintain  such  a  force)  but  made  lip  chiefly  of  adven- 
turers, or  soldiers  of  fortune,  who  had  engaged  in  ib6 
expedition,  on  the  promise  of  forfeited  lands,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  numbers  they  brought  with  them.  Accord- 
ingly, some  are  said  to  have  afterward  bestowed  on 
them  no  less  than  700  manors,  others.5,  4,  3,  2,  and 

100,  or  less;  insomuch  that  all  the  land  in  England,  if 
we  except  the  royal  demesnes,  the  church  lands,  and 
those  annexed  to  the  cities  and  boroughs,  were  in  no 
more  than  about  700  hands,  whose  wide  possessions 
^ere  again  distributed  amofig  their  numeroos  vassals, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  feudal.system^  which 
was  nfw  completely  introduced  and  established  ia  Eag* 
land.  « 

In  consequence  of  &is  change,  it  became  a  fundament^ 
al  maxim,  and  necessary  principle  of  bur  English 
tenures,  that  the  king  is  the  universal  lord  and  ongin- 
al  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  in  his  liingdona,  and  Qiat 
no  man  doth  or  can  possess  any  part  of  it,  W  what 
bas,  mediately  or  immediately,  been  derived  from  him, 
io  be  held  upon  feudal  services.  *Phh  engrvLRihg  cf 
the  feudal  tenure  on  almost  ali'the  land  in  the  kiiig^oiA, 
is  said  to  have  been  tiie  most  important  alteration  whicli 

*  Sullivaa'i  Lecmreson  th«FeiidtIS7item,aiidLawiof  Englmd^p  180. 
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jpur  civi^  and  militeiy  policy  then  underwent  *  Tha 
great  lords  hd4  their  bnds  of  the  king,  by  certain  ser** 
vices,  as  all  their  vassals  bdd  thdrs  also  (rf'them.  Thu^ 
the  king  had  the  whole  power  of  the  country  closely 
connected  with,  and  dependent  upcm  bimseld  This 
state  ot  things  was  calculated,  no  doubt,  to  secure  the 
Jdngdom  from  external  danger,  and  may  be  considered 
as  laying  the  foundation  of  that  jhig)i  military  character 
which  England  afterwards  held  among  its  neighbours. 

A  vast  demesne  was  now  set  apart  for  the  king,  a« 
mounting  to  142S  manors,  together  with  many  other 
Jaods  iriiich  had  never  been  erected  or  formed  into 
jnaoors.    Besides  these  he  had  the  profits  of  all  his  feud« 
al  tenures,  his  worships,   marriages,  and  rdiefe;  the 
.benefit  of  escheats,  either  upon  failure  of  heirs,  or  for« 
feitnie;  the  goods  of  felcms  and  traitors;  the  profits  of 
Jus  courts  of  justice;   besides  many  other  casualties, 
which  amounted  to  aih  immense  revenue;  insomuch  that 
the  Conqueror,  as  we  aie  informed,  had  no  less  ihm 
10601.  10s.  a  day,  the  annual  amount  of  which,  al- 
lowing for  the  compamtive  value  of  money,  &c.    w^ 
equal  to  several  millifms  (perhaps  twenty  or  more)  of 
purs.  X   So  large  a  revenue  might  probably  justify,  the 
,  saying  of  Fortescue,  that  originally  the  King  of  England 
,  was  the  richest  in  Europe. 

We  are  told,  that  WiUiam^s  military  tenants  wete 
obliged,  on  all  occasions,  to  fumbh  60,000  knights, 
.completely  capped,  and  r^y  to  serve  forty  days  it 
■"  2's''2  '     ^ 

•  Qkddtaov;  U.  $U  •oA  ir,  411.  %  8m  Carte,,  t.  4SS« 
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their  owb  eaqpeace.  Every  seaport  also^  in  proportion 
to  its  ability^  was  obliged  U>  find,  in  time  of  danger^ 
one  or  more  ships  properly  famished  i!?ith  men  and 
aims;  which,  joined  with  such  other  ships  as  the  king 
hired  were  generally  an  overmatch  for  the  invaders.  * 
Thns  we  see  how  powerful  and  formidable  England  be- 
came after  the  conquest,  in  its  means  of  defence  and  re* 
aistance,  under  its  Nonnan  sovereigns. 

Whilst  we  are  noticing  the  changes  now  introduced 
into  this  country,  it  may  not  be  .imi»oper  to  observe, 
that  the  feudal  system  was  a  favourite  branch  of  the  Nor- 
nnan  policy,  and  which  they  appear  carefully  to  liavt 
established  wherever  they  could  get  a  firm  footing. 
They  did  so,  not  only  in  Normandy  and  England,  but 
also  in  Sicilt/y  which  they  appear  to  have  subdued  much 
about  the  time  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  and  which 
has  groaned  under  the  oppression  of  that  System  ever 
0ince,  even  to  this  day.  Of  the  coounencement  of  that 
order  of  things  in  that  island,  and  its  present  aspect  and 
bearings,  a  very  recent  writer  gives  the  fc^owing  ac« 
count,  i!?hich  may  serve  io  cast  sopie  light  on  the  state 
of  pur  country  i^t  the  period  now  under  consideration, 

"Roger  the  Nonnan,  conqueror  of  Sicilj-,  and  con- 
temporary  with  our  William  the  First,  on  bis  accession 
to  the  throne,  divided  the  lands  of  the  kingdom  into 
ihrce  pprtions-T^On^  third  of  these  was  called  the  de« 
mesnes  of  the  Crown,  which  are  administered  by  tht 
corporation  of  the  royal  towps  where  they  ^i^  situated; 
fach  town,  according  to  tb^  revenue  of  its  demesni9| 
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hndt^  ptysto  the  king  aceitain  income,  besides  ihain- 
taioing*  the  police,  roads,  &c.  &c.  and  the  tribut# 
avhich  each  territory  pajrsiscalled  the  royal  patrimoDy.— 
The  next  tiiird  part  of  these  lands  was  distributed  by 
King  Roger  among  his  nobles;  some  of  these  were  fi^ 
cont^ned  within  the  territory  of  the  demesnial  town^ 
while  others  had  a  town  of  their  own,  of  which  the  es^ 
late  or  barony  formed  the  territory^  8<Hnetimes  tlia 
jtownships  of  these  baronial  towns  have  estates  bdoeg- 
ing  to  them,  which  are  administered  by  their  corpcva- 
lions,  i^alledgimati.^The  remaining  third  pottion  was 
either  distributed  among  the  bishops  and  mitred  abbots, 
in:  served  to  endow  the  several  Convents,  which  in  an 
,1^  feftilfB  in  ^perstition  were  so  ^eotnlly  established. 

'^This  distr9)utfon  of  property  has  remained  thns  ever 
jiince  the  Noiman  Conquest;  and  all  the  noble  fiefi,  as 
Ihey  are  held  by  a  grant  in  Qulitaiy  tenure,  aresupposed 
to  belong  to  the  qrown,  and  given  to  a  family  and  their 
descendants,  subject  to  military  service.  This  circmuo 
ftanoe  supposes  an  absolutely  /strict  entail,  which  pre- 
vents the  sale  of  fie&  without  the  king's  sanction;  (verbo 
n^^;)  it  supposes  also  the  indivuAbility  of  the  fief— 
hence  the  rights  of  j^omogenitnre,  which  has  reduced 
ihe  younger  branches  of  &milies  to  a  most  miserable 
state.  Thus  the  lands  of  the  nobles  are  entailed  in  thar 
fiuqilies.  Thoas  of  the  church  are  attached  to  it,  and 
.Ihedemesne  lands  are  ^ually  so  to  the  corporations,  at 
fibove«mention0d»  ^ 

9  I^Bckicli  Hillonil  Sunrej  of  the  (breign  affkirf  of  Great  9rlUia| 
ftift  I,  p«|t  *7,  Ac. 
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Of  the  Olden  of  Society  in  ^ilj,  the  aeiw  wriln 


fajrfr-r^^hose  princes,  duket,  marquisses,  and  barons, 
mho  hold  eal^tes  which  hare  a  town,  or  sufficient  pcqpn* 
lation,  are  called  parliamentaiy  barons,  and  hare  a 
ril^t  to  sit  in  tiieasMmbly  of  the  nobles:  all  others  aie 
jeaBed  mstic  ficft,  and  gtfe  no  right  of  this  kind  to  their 

landlords,  ttoug^tfaey  be  decorated  with  a  tide The 

SMKt  Older  of  men  are  the  clergy,  who  form  a  distinct 
asifiluMy  or  house  of  parliament,  and  consistB  of  arch* 
bishops,  bish(^,  archimandrites,  mitred  abbots,  &c. 
Vbe  principal  of  these  are  younger  brothecs  of  the  noble 
families;  so  that,  in  fact,  the  ecdesiastical  house  of 
paidiaaeot  is  jtied  to  the  lords.— The  next  order  of  men 
cotfistsof  as^GondniBkof  Bohlesy  who  hold  fie6  with- 
out  burghs,  or  towns,  and  who,  though  they  hare  the 
iame  splendid  titles,  have  no  seat  in  the  parliament. 
The  next  order  are  the  burghers  of  the  diflferent  towns; 
4hese  apply  io  agriculture,  to  the  church,  and  to  the 
medical  aod  legal  professions:  then  come  the  artizant 
^md  peasants.  These  aie  the  peasants  of  the  demesne, 
and  those  who  are  the  vassals  of  the  parliamentary  lords! 

'After  ngtiqing  the  multiplied  miseries  under  which 
<he.hidk  of  the.  people  is  involved, by  this  wretched  or- 
.^r  lof  thmgs,  which  foims  an  insuperable  obstacle  in 
ihe  way  of  national  happiness  and  pvospeiity,  our  au« 
Ahor.infiinns  us,  that,  according  to  the  <nriginal  oon- 
^tfition  of  fiidly,  the  thcae  houses  (rf  parliament  have 
the  faculty  ofgranting  supplies  to  the  Crown;  but  the 
majority  of  the  two  houses  (be  says)  ^xe  jsi4^pienjt;<  ^ 
which  means  the  Jwise.  Q^ofxprnoosp  or  demesnial  a(^ 
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aembly  becomes  totally  imgatorj,  atad  (he  folds  mA 
ecclesiastics^  after  generously  grantii^  the  supplies^ 
throw  thewholebarden  of  them  on  the  commons.  What- 
ever remonstrances  are  made,  the  matter  is  left  to  flie  de« 
cision  of  those  who  have  done  the  evil,  and  ihe  mischief 
isxfans  perpetoated:''  {  for  it  seems  they  neter  think  of 
yidkling  in  the  least  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  tom« 
MmS)  or  cmnplaiiits  of  the  people. 

In  Sicily  the  feudal  system  exists  without  its  or^^al 
energies;  and  it  may  be  said  to  exist  in  its  very  worst 
state,  so  as  to  spend  all  its  force  in  oppressing  beyond 
measure  the  middle  tod  lower  orders  of  flie  commu- 
nity, orgreat'boidy  ofthe  nation,  without  contributing 
to  the  real  benefit  of  any.  The  consequence  is  that  the 
people,  for  the  most  part,  groan  hopelessly  under  their 
burdens,  and  seem  perfectly  indifferent  about  the  issuo 
of  the  present  contest  with  France.  Yet  some  people 
seem  to  wonder  at  their  supineness,  and  their  not  rising 
as  one  man  in  defence  of  their  king  and  country.  They 
m%ht  probaUy  have  done  so,  had  their  rulers  been 
wise,  and  left  them  what  would  have  been  worth  con* 
tbnding  for,  or  defending.  When  rulers  cease  to  fed 
for  the  people,  it  is  not  unnatural  or  unusual  for  the  peo- 
ple also  to  cease  to  feel  for  them.  This,  perhaps,  wUl 
apply  to  many  of  the  receiit  changes  among  the  Euro- 
pean powei^. 

Besidethc  feudal  sjrstem,  our N<nrmaa  couqiieror in* 
trodnced  into  this  country  divers  other  innovatioBS— 
Oneof  which  was  the  separation  ofthe  Spiritnld  ceortf 

%  hmSue,  as  bcfdre.  p.  6S. 
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ftom  the  Civil;  which  was  efiectedCsays  Bbckstdne)  ifi 
order  to  iogratiate  the  new  king  with  the  popbh  clergj^ 
who  fiyr  sometime  before  had  been  endeayonring  all  over 
Earope  to  exempt  themselves  from  the  secular  power ; 
and  whose  demands  the  conqueror,  like  a  politic  prince^ 
thought  it  prudent  to  comply  with,  by  reasoa  that  their 
xeputed  sanctity  bad  a  grea£  influence  over  the  minds 
^tf'the  people;  and  because  all  the  little  learning  of  tfasr 
times  was  engrossed  into  their  hands,  which  made  them 
necessary  men,  and  by  all  means  to  be  gained  over  to 
his  interests.  And  this  was  the  more  easily  efTectedy 
because  the  episcopal  sees  being  then  in  the  breast  of 
the  king,  he  had  taken  care  to  fill  them  with  Italian  and 
Norman  prelates,  'this  innovation  produced  reiy 
grievous  consequences;  so  thai  by  degrees  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  English  clergy  were  delivered  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Pope,  who  taxed  them  at  his  {Mea- 
sure, and  in  process  of  time  drained  the  kingdcmi  d 
immense  treasures:  for  besides  all  hb  other  dues,  aris* 
ing  from  annates,  first  fruits,  peter^pence.  Sec.  he  ex- 
torted large  sums  of  money  from  the  clergy  for  their 
preferments  in  the  church.  He  advanced  foreigners  to 
the  richest  bishopricks,  who  never  resided  in  their  dio« 
ceses,  nor  so  much  as  set  foot  upon  English  ground, 
but  sent  for  all  their  profits  to  a  fi>reign  country;  nay 
so  covetous  was  his  Holiness,  that  before  livings  became 
Yoid,  he  sold  them  provisionally  among  his  Italians^ 
insomuch  that  neither  the  king  nor  his  clergy  had  any 
thing  to  dispose  of,  but  every  thing  was  bargained  be* 
fcrehand  at  Rome.  * 

•  BUckiUMke  hr.  406.  NflalHbt  Fur.  I.  1. 
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Aiiolher  grievous  innoyation,  introdaced  at  the  same 
period,  cpnsisted  ih  the  depopuktioa  of  whole  countries 
^or  the  purposes  of  the  king's  royal  diversion ;  and  sub« 
jecting  both  them  aiid  all  the  ancient  forests  of  the  king^ 
dom  to  the  unreasonable  severities  of  forest  laws  import* 
ed  from  the  codtineni,  whereby  the  slaugliterof  aJ)east 
was  made  almost  as  penal  as  the  death  of  a  man.    In 
the  Saxon  times,  though  no  mad  was  allowed  to  kill  or 
chase  the  king's  deer,  yet  he  might  start  an^  game,  pur^ 
iue,  or  kiU  it,  upon  his  own  estate.    But  the  rigour  of 
these  new  constitutions  vested  the  sdle  property  of  all 
the'  game  in  England  in  the  king  alone;  and  ho  mad 
was'entitled  to  disturb  any  fowl  of  the  air,  or  beast  <tf 
the  field,  of  siich  kinds  as  Were  specially  reserved  for  the 
royal  amusement  of*  the  sovereign,  without  express  li« 
cence  from  the  king,  b^  a  grant  of  a  chase,  ot  free 
warren :  and  those  franchises  were  granted  as  much  with 
a  view  to  preseh^e  the  breed  of  animals  as  to  indulge 
the  subject.    From  a  similar  principle  to  which,  though 
the  forest  laws  are  now  mitigated,  and  by  degrees  grown 
entirely  obsolete,  yet  from  this  root  has  sprung  a  bas- 
tard slip,  known  by  the  name  of  the  game  lawy  now 
ttrived  to  and  wantoning  in  its  highest  avigour:   both 
£mhded^upon  the  same  unreasonable  notions  of  perma- 
nent property  m  wild  creatures;  and  both  productive 
of  the  same  tyranny  to  the  commons;  but  with  this  dif« 
foence,  that  the  forest  laws  established  only  one  mighty 
hunter  throughout  the  land,  the  game  laws  have  raised 
a  little  Nimrod  in  every  manor.  * 

2t       , 

*  91ackstopei?.4()9.v'OurC««#£««iamaoloDljexM9diiiglxdftfittd» 
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Another  innovation  produced  by  the  conquest  vrnsy 
^^narrowing  the  remedial  influence  of  the  country-courts, 
the  great  seats  of  Saxon  justice,  and  extending  the  on** 

by  those  of  the  middle  af  well  u  lower  oidera,  throughout  the  country^ 
(  which  constitute  the  major  part  of  the  nation,)  but  teem  also  to  be  amonf 
the  most  grievous  and  disgraceful  of  aU  our  present  laws.  In  no  view  cas 
they  be  deemed^regpcctable  or  defensible.  Nor  is  the  conduct  of  our  magv* 
trates  perhaps  ever  more    unseemly  or    disreputable  than  in  the  un- 
feeling, cruel,  and  relentless  rigour  with  which  they  put  these  Tile 
laws  in  execution.    In  nothing  probably  more  than  in  thb  does  ourpre^ 
tent  state  resemble  that  of  France  before  the  revolution.    The  Gams 
Laws  there  were  then  intolerably  severe  and  grievous,  and  enforced  by 
the  magistrates  with  unrelenting  and  diabolical  rigour ;  to  that  they 
used  to  fill  even  the  very  Galliet  with  their  hapless  victims:  aU  which 
recoiled  nith  vengeance  upon  them  and  their  abetton,  the  privileged 
orders,  in  the  dreadful  change  which  ensued.    Those  laws  no  longtcOr 
exist  in  that  country :  but  a  rece^it  traveller,  (Pinkney^)  informs  us^ 
<<that  though  there  are  now  no  game  laws  in  France,  there  is  a  <l^ecen- 
cy  and  moderation  in  the  lower  orders,  which  answer  the  same  purposed. 
No  one  presumes  to  shoot  game,  except  on  land  of  which  he  b  the  pro- 
prietor or  tenant/*—* No  where  in  England  are  these  laws  supposed  to  be 
more  grievously  fell  than  in  Norfolk;  of  which  a  popular  and  respecta-* 
ble  author  of  the  present  day  speaks  as  follows-— -<<  What  is  denomi- 
nated Gawt4  is  very  plentiful  is  this  county.    The  arable  lands  affording 
both  food  and  cover,  and  the  gentry,  being  particularly  attached  to  the 
amusement  of  sporting,  have  recourse  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  for 
its  presertaAion.    This  tenacity  on  the  part  of  the  landholders,  produ- 
cing covetous  desires  in  the  tenants,  is  a  strong  inducement  to  poaching, 
and  the  source  of  numberless  disagreements^  which  too  frequently  ter- 
minate in  suits  at  law.    Hence  they  are  oppressive  to  one  party  and 
disgraceful  jto  the  other.    The  various  statutes,  called  <*the  Game 
Laws,**  are  justly  deemed  the  opprobrium  of  the  English  code;  axMi  in 
AO  county  perhaps  are  these  statutes  acted  upon  with  greater  rigor  than 
they  usually  are  in  Norfolk.    The  endless  litigations  upon  this  despica. 
ble  point  have  lately  become  the  subject  of  theatrical  ridicule^  and  t!his 
eounty  has  on  the  occasion  bOton  made  the  lutt  of  dramatic  satire. 
<*Searchum,  get  warrants  immediately,  tor  salting  guns,  nets,  and 
snares;  let  every  dog  in  the  parish  be  collected  for  hanging  to-morrow' 
morning.     Give  them  a  taste  for  Nor/oik  Jtsd^nney    Happy  would  it 
be  for  the  country,  if  ridicule,  as  reason  has  hitherto  foiled,  should  be 
able  to  induce  the  kgislatuie  to  abrogate  laws,  which,  as  they  west 
made  to  support  an  assumed  claim,  can  only  be  continued  in  force  to 
protect  an  usurped  right***    [Beauties  of  EngUnd  ?.  zi.  p.  90j  &c.]-« 
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ginal  jurisdiction  of  tbe  king's  justiciaries  to  all  kinds  of 
causes  arising  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  To  thu  end 
the  Aula-regiSf  with  all  its  multifarious  authority,  was 
erected ;  and  a  capital  justiciary  appointed,  with  pow- 
ers so  large  and,  boundless,  that  he  became  at  length  a 
a  tyrant  to  the  people,  and  formidable  to  the  crown  itself. 
The  constitution  of  this  court,  and  the  judges  themselves 
who  presided  (here,  were  fetched  from  Normandy:  and 
the  consequence  naturally  was,  the  ordaining  that  all 
proceedings  in  the  king's  courts  should  be  carried  on  in 
if^e  Noftnan  [or  French]  instead  of  the  English  lan^ 
guage.'-^a  provision  the  more  necessary,  beci^use  none 
pf  his  Norman  justiciaries  understood  English ;  but  as 
evident  a  badge  of  slavery  as  ever  was  imposed  upon  a 
conquered  peofrfe."  And  yet  the  nation  was  obliged  io 
2x2 

It  b  moat  dUguiting  to  m^nqf  sound  t|^  liberal  minds  to  hear  with 
what  complacency,  selfgratiUation,  as  well  as  ^Iftmportance,  the 
magistrates,  at  the  convivial  meetings  of  the  gentry,  will  be  some- 
.  fimes  expatiating  on  the  rigour  of  their  proceedings  against  the  trans- 
gressors of  the  game  laws,  and  describing  how  effectually  they  curb  and 
keep  in  awe  the  £irmen,  and  trounce  to  their  utter  undoing  some  of 
the  most  active  among  the  lower  order  of  poachers.  Such  a  con- 
duct is  nothing  less  than  a  publishing  of  their  own  shame,  and  a  boast. 
ing  of  their  own  misdoings;  and  had  they  expanded  and  reflecting 
minds,  or  any  minds  at  all,  they  would  blush  for  such  a  conduct,  and 
carefully  and  studiously  refrain  fSrom  it,  as  well  as  from  all  manner  of 
excess  in  their  proceedings  against  poachers,  m$ny  of  whom  with  their 
luckless  fitmilies  have  been  utterly  ruiped  by  them.  Some  of  those  ill- 
Cited  culprits  have  perished  in  prison,  after  long  and  rigorous  confine- 
ment: one  of  whom,  named  Auoi^/,  died  miserably  in  goal,  altera 
six  years  incarceration,  who  probably  was  as  well  bred  as  some  of  his  re- 
kntleH  judges}  on  which  occasion  the  following  lines  were  composed : 
**  fyiia^k  OM  NatJ^uuel  Saiaultri,  genilmman: 

**  ^at !  thou*st  escapM  just  in  the  nick  of  time! 

**  Thine  was  a  barbarous  and  a  bloody  crime ! 

<<  Ho|r  long  confined  ?— six  years-*4hat*s  only  &ir; 

«<  Wbit  was  hU  crime  ?  the  scoundrel  killM  a  hare  !** 
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submit  to  it  and  bear  it,  for  ages*  The  former  plaimiesf 
and  simplicity  now  gave  ivay  tp  the  absbiiseness,  chic- 
aneiy^  and  subtiltj,  which  have  ever  since  so  jinhappily 
characterized  our  k^  proceedings,  f 

4jiather  of  the  hatefiil  innovations  of  thQ  same  memor- 
able period  was,  the  introduction  of  the  trial  by  combaif 
for  the  decision  of  all.civH  and  criminal  questions  of  fact 
in  the  last  resort*  This  was  tjieimmemmal  practice  of 
all  the  northern  nations  j  but  first  reduced  to  regular 
and  stated  forms  among  the  Burgundi,  al^ut  the  close 
of  the  fifth  century:  and  from  them  i%  passed  to  odier 
naticms,  particularly  the  Franks  and  the  Normans; 
which  last  had  the  honour  to  estaUish  it  here,  though 
clearly  an  unchristian,  as  well  as  most  Uncertain  method 
of  trial.  But  it  was  a  sufficient  reconunendation  of  it 
to  the  conqueror  and  his  warlike  countrymen,  that  it  was 
the  usage  of  their  native  duchy  of  Normandy.  X  ^^ 
vile  remain  of  ancient  jb^barism^  and  foul  disgrace  of 
the  ^egal  polity  oi  our  anceston,  has  long  ceased  tq 
exist  in  our  island- ' 

As  the  general  c^ngp^t  i^trofducf^  by  th^  conqueror 
must  have  aflkcted  the  inhabitants  of  Lynn^  in  common 
^ith  the  rest  pf  t)ieir  countrymen,  t)ie  above  sketch  of 
them  became  necessary,  in  order  to  give  the  reader  somQ 
idea  of  the  state  of  things  hen^  at  and  subsequent  to  the 
conquest.  Pefoip  and  at  (h^t  period,  as  has  heat  al« 
ready  observed,  L^pn  and  its  neighbourliood  for|ne4 
part  of  the  possessions  pf  Harold^  of  Sdgand  archbisbop 
of  Canterbury;^  and  of  Apmar  l^ishop  of  Elmhain*  Alf 
t  BUtkitoney  i?^  410.  %  IbU,  411. 
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Jthe  po68asK)n8 .  of  the  fpnaer,  of  coiurse  were  forfeited 
py  the  coiHjuest.  Thqeie  of  the  two  others  sopn  follow* 
ed;  for  being  both  Anglo-Saxo^^^^^  Englishin^n,)  and 
ideemed  inimical  to  the  Nprman  succession,  ih^y  were 
4x>th  exp^led,  and  their  sees  fi^ed  by  foreign^.  Ail<- 
mar's  power  and  p9Sses8ion8  here  were  in  jight  of  hi« 
.see,  and  of  his  lordsl^p  of  Gaywode,  which  had  been 
long  attached  to  thft  see:  tho^  of  Stigand  ^ere  in  his 
^wn  right,  or  that  of  his  lordship  of  Rising,  and  that 
4>f  the  hundred  of  Freebridge^  which  he  held,  (as  wdl 
'  as  the  lof^ship  of  the  hundred  of  Smithdon;)  and  many 
other  lordships,)  as  a  l^y  fee.  His  possessiqns  in  these 
parts  were  bestowed  by  the  conqueror  on  hitf  half  bro- 
ther 0<|9^  bishop  of  Bayeux,inNormaudy,  whom  he 
created'  flarl  of  Kent.  On  his  rebellion  ajderward  a- 
gainst  William  Qufus,  l^e  was  deprived  of  them,  and 
they  w^  bestow^  on  Willia^  de  Albini,  that  king's 
but}er,  whose  son,,  of  the  same  names,  was  cheated  Earl 
of  Sussex,  [of  this  more  may  be  seen  in  the  account 
of  Castle  Risii^.]— Ailmar's  possiessions  h^  went  to 
his  successor  Arfast  or  Herfast,  who  remqved  the  see 
from  Elmhaiu  to  Th^ord,  in  whose  sucpessors  they 
.continued  for  mapy  generations. 

Most,^  if  not  an  the  great  gentry  of  England,  in  these 

rts^  and  thrqughout  the  whole  kingdom,  at  orwith^ 
a  few  yeans  afiefr  the  cimques^,  were  deprived  of 
their  power,  striptof  their  possessions,  and  completely 
liumbled.  Great  numbers  of  them  lost  their  lives  un- 
der the  charge  of  treason,  sedition,  or  other  crimes. 
Tho9e  wh9  escaped  with  their  lives  were  reduced  to  pov- 
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erty^  and  obliged  to  occupy  such  humble  stations  as 
they  could  not  one  day  have  thought  of  without  dis« 
daih*  *  Th}s  memorable  revoIutioD,  (as  such  revolu** 
tions  mostly  do,)  chiefly  affected  the  higher  orders.  It 
afiected  thgn,  indeed,  with  a  vengeance.  The  middle 
classes  seem  to  have  felt  but  little  of  it,  at  least  compared 
with  their  superiors.  The  |ower  orders  felt  it  still  less^ 
or,  perhaps,  not  at  all.  They  were  slaves  before,  and 
80  they  continued  for  several  ages  after,  seemingly  with- 
out any  material  change.  Nor  does  their  hard  con- 
dition appear  to  have  been  at  all  ameliorate4  till  aflqr 
the  civil  wars  broke  out  between  ^e  rival  fiouses  of 
York  and  Lancaster.  The  fatal  effects  of  those  wars  in 
reducing  the  numbers  of  each  party,  obliged  the  lead- 
ers (as  has  been  before  observed)  to  turn  their  attention 
to  the  lower  orders,  that  is  to  the  real  slaves,  great  num- 
bers of  whom  were  then  emancipated,  to  fill  up  the  thin- 
ned and  reduced  ranks  of  their  respective  armies.  And 
thb  seems  to  have  been  the  only  good  that  attended 
those  bloody  and  destructive  wars.  It  certainly  provr 
ed  of  great  national  benefit,  although,  like  the  refonuf 
ation  of  Harry  VIII,  it  sprung  irom  no  virtuous  or  hon- 
ourable motive.  The  proverb  says,  It  is  an  ill  wind 
that  blows  no  good;  and  it  may  be  very  safely  said, 
that  seldom,  if  ever,  have  any  calamitous  occurrence^ 
been  known,  but  what  have  been  productive  of  some 
real  benefit.  This,  doubtless,  is  owing  to  the  over- 
ruling hand  of  providepc^,  and  ought  to  be  acknowr 
ledged  as  such. 

*  Not  a  few  of  the  most  high-spirited  and  warlike  withdrew  into  fiw 
reign  parts ;  some  sailed  to  the  mediterranean,  and  found  at  Constanti- 
nople a  ready  prote<ftor  in  the  emperor  of  the  east|  who  united  tneim 
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fiat  tboagh  the  manumission  of  great  numbers  of 
English  slaves  took  place  during  those  bloody  and  fatal 
i^arsj  and  also  in  consequence  of  the  politic  and  wise 
measures  adopted  by  Henry  VII.  Yet  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  hare  been  fully  or  universally  efiected,  or  that 
6lav^  was  then  totally  eradicated  in  England.  We 
find  that  there  were  here  some  slaves  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VlII.  and  of  £dward  VI.  and  even  of  Elizabeth: 
4:  and  it  may  be  doubtful^  if  they  had  entirely  ceased 
to  exist  here  before  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  the  civil 
war.  They  abounded  in  the  parts  about  Lynn  for  a 
very  long  period;  but  whether  as  late  as  in  some  other 
partsof  the  kingdom  is  rather  unceriain.*--In  talking  and 
boasting  of  our  great  charter,  and  of  the  unwearied  and 
undaunted  exertions  of  our  ancient  barons  and  patriots 
to  obtain  and  enforce  it,  and  how  careful  they  were  on 
every  occasion  to  maintain  inviolate  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  people  of  England,  we  are  seldom  aware 
that  a  great  part  of  the  nation  was  all  the  while  in  actual 
slavery,  and  nat  a  soul  among  the  whole  host  of  contem- 
porary patriots  aAd  redoubtable  zealots  for  freedom,  ever 
once  thinking  of  pleading  their  cause,  or  commiserating 
their  sufferings!  So  also  in  more  recent  times  have  we 
been  congratulating  ourselves  on  our  national  virtue  and 
ardent  love  of  liberty  and  justice,  while  we  were  every 
year  dragging  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the 
poor  Africans  into  west-indian  slavery!! 

to  the  Bannit^  or  battle-ax  guards,  as  some  of  their  countrjrmen  had 
Wen  loDg  before,    [see  Andrews,  voU  1.] 

X  Blackstone,  vol.  1.  Robinsoo*8  Sermon  on  ShtTery,  mnd  ap. 
puidlz.    SuUWan*s  Lectures,  858. 

*  It  hM  been  idj^tstid  that  some  ?eitiges  of  ouf  ancient  taisalag* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^^  HiTtoiit  6f  hrntr: 


.-i 


dUAP.  if. 


FUrthe^  re&arki  on  the  re^^hittoinry 'effects  o^tht  conqiieit  throu^ 
out -the  wh6Te  kiogdom  m  Well  at  aC  Lynn— Catalogue  of  bishops  wlio 
formerly  bore  rule  ia  this  Town. 

Tbe  miglrtj  dhaig^  ^fleeted  in  tbkr  coiihiTy'hy  iW 
cenqmeei  mustteve  beeo'&lf  at  Ljmn  iif  conunon  wltfi  atf 
other  fJaces  of  a  simihf  dssoriiMion.  The  gteat'  an^ 
opulefti  weifefdoubflesd  the  people  whd  idH  it  mo^  *  A^ 
to  the  ntiddk  dasses^  (if  stfchf  there  wer^thal'id^^ 
properly/bef  to  YkhoMnatedj)  it  mttst  hate  nA^cteflthieifir 
miiefc  lesdy  ^  atod  the  IcnrerknrdenP  y^ry  little*,  cfif^peVfai^^^' 
fiot  at  aH.  Thelatleir  werfe  all  slaves'  before^  and  nMt^ 
unfeeeliiiji^ly  treated  by*  their*  maMers  aad*propri^tOlii;» 

U  (Iisc6t6^bre  stUl  in' tWe  abject  state  of  the  bulk  of  those  miscalled 
futwikiiy  nine  but  of  ten  bf  Wbdt&y  peHiaps,  haVe  no  will  of  their  own 
in  the  choice  of  fepresentatiYes,  but  impUcitlj  act  under  Che  directitn 
orthe  thodern  roasters  of  the  town.-^— The  author,  howcTeri  does  not 
meon  lo  ghre  the  nam^  of  f£n^«Jib2?«r/  to  the  two  'fiunllies  tlMiT  noiir' 
Dominafey  appoint,  return,  or  send  out  members  to'pifUameiit.' 

*  The  sluihor  hopes  the  reader  will  excuse  the  repetition  of  this 
topic:  he  wtsbes  all  the  different  ofders  of  the  communltj  inay  be  Con- 
vinced that  they  are  brethren,  and  that  thds^  of  the  higher  orders  may^ 
p«issess  the  propeif  ftvdingt  tokafds  their  inferiors,  «vea  of  the  Tery 
lowest  degrees,  who  though  they  have  not  so' mud)  at sUke In  these' 
perilous  times,  are  yet  of  the  ?ery  same  species  with  themielfe^  tXA 
so  must  be  entitled  to  their  tender  and  fraternal  attentioos. 
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and  they  could  but  be  slaves  still;  nor  is  it  likely  that 
they  met  with  worse  treatment  from  their  new  masters. 
What  might  not  be  hoped  from  the  virtue  or  justice  of 
the  Normans,  might  yet  be  expected  from  their  policy; 
for  in  that  quality  they  seem  not  to  have  been  deficient; 
anid  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed  that  it  would  induce 
them  to  use  the  numerous  slaves  they  found  here  no 
worse  than  they  had  been  used  by  tKfeir  former  proprie- 
tors. Thus  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  and  perhaps  the 
greatest  part  of  it,  might  not  be  so  vety  materially  af 
fected,  or  injured,  by  the  Norman  conquest,  as  some 
would  be  apt  to  imagine— if  indeed  it  did  not  prove, 
on  the  whole,  a  benefit  rather  than  detriment  to  them.  * 

2  is 

♦  The  same  seems  also  to  hate  been  the  case  in  the  recent  continental 
conquests  and  changes:  the  lower  orders  and  bulk  of  the  people  ap- 
pear to  be  gainers  rather  than  losers  by  those  erents:  they  were  so  bur- 
dened and  oppressed  by  the  old  gOTemments,  without  any  hope  ofre^ 
dress,  or  the  least  prospect  of  melioration,  that  they  became  at  last 
quite  regardless  who  should  be  their  rulers,  and  rather  hailfid  than  de- 
precated the  French  emperor^s  successes  and  triumphs;  belJeting,  it 
leems,  that,  if  he  became  their  master,  their  condition,  as  it  could 
,  not  well  be  worse,^  would  or  might  probably  be  better  than  what  it  then 
was  become  under  their  own  native  princes^  who  treated  thcm>  not  as 
men,  or  beings  of  the  same  species  with  themselves,  but  rather  as  beasts 
ofburdeo,  made  only  for  their  use  and  service;  and  who  were  often- 
times dispose  i  of  by  them  and  sold  like  other  cattle.  Such  was  the  ab- 
ject and  degraded  state  of  the  lower  classes  and  great  body  of  the  people 
inmost  of  the  regular  and  old  established  governments  of  Europe,  before 
the  French  revolution.  Had  the  rulers  been  wise  enough  afterwards 
to  conciliate  the  gbod  will  and  esteem,  and  secure  the  attachment  of 
the  people,  by  holding  out  and  granting  to  them  what  wpuld  be  worth 
contending  for,  the  Frendi  had  never  been  able  to  over-run  every  co^m- 
try  and  overturn  every  government  as  they  have  done.  Emancipating 
the  people,  and  admitting  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  real  freedom, 
would  render  them  a  different  race  of  men,  capable  of  effectually  de- 
fending their  CQuntry;  and  repelling  any  hostile  attack  or  invasion.  But 
the  statesmen^  directors,  and  managers  of  the  old  governments  arc  not, 
it  tecmsy  to  be  convinced  of  these  obvious^  salutary,  and  important 
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We  must  not  however  imagine  or  suppose  that  (his 
revolution  bore  any  resemblance  to  that  which  took  place 
in  this  country  above  six  hundred  yean  afterwards^  and 
which  has  been  justly  the  fond  and  proud  boast  of  our 
countrymen  ever  since.  They  were  scarcely  in  any 
thing  alike,  except  in  the  names  of  their  respective  au- 
thors. But  William  of  Normandy  must  not  be  com- 
pared with  William  of  ]>^assau;  for  they  were  two  men 
of  very  different  and  opposite  characters:  the  fanaer 
came  over  to  subdue  and  enslave  the  nation,  the  latter 
came  as  the  champion  and  guardian  of  its  rights  and  its 
freedom— one  came  to  rob  and  destroy,  the  other  to  suc- 
cour and  to  ^ve— one  merited  the  detestation  and  ex- 
ecration, the  other  the  esteem,  the  gratitude,  and  the 
benediction  of  mankind. 

Of  all  the  English  grandees,  who  were  ruined  by  the 
conquest,  none  were  more  completely  undone  than  the 
three  great  proprietors  and  lords  of  Lynn.  One  of  them 
as  has  been  already  observed,  was  king  Ifaroldi  of  his 
downfall  we  need  say  no  more.  The  other  two  were 
archbishop  Stigand,  and  his  brother,  bishop  Ailmar. 
The  former  seems  to  have  been  the  elder  brother  and 

truths.  In9tea(l  of  adopting  such  a  plan,  they  hate  too  plainly  manHest- 
C(l  a  disposition  to  augraeut  rather  than  diminish  the  burdens  and  suf- 
ferings ofihe  people.  The  consequence  was  natoval,  and  what  might 
have  been  expected.  But  the  msna^rs  of  the  old  institutions  hate 
not  yet  begun  to  learn  wisdom  from  obser? ation  and  experience— 'Even 
the  pretended  patriots  o^  Spain^  who  ha?emade  such  ftiss  about  their 
national  liberty  aud  indepemlence,  have  shewn  as  much  reluctance  u 
the  rest,  to  ease  the  burdens  of  the  2>eopIe,  of  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  the  great  body  of  the  nation:  and  as  they  seem  bent  upon  perpetuat- 
ing the  old  tyranny,  and  unwilliiig  to  avriil  themselves  of  the  only  step 
that  would  give  their  resistance  any  chance  of  success,  their  miscar- 
riage and  downfid  ooght  to  be  viewed  wHhout  regret. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY    OF    LTNN.  S45 

bead  of  the  family,  and  was  probably  of  noble  birth^ 
and  of  Danish  extraction,  as  the  bulk  of  his  vast  pos- 
sessions lay  in  East  Anglia.  Carte  says,  that  it  appears 
from  the  Domesday  book,  that  he  had  the  best  estate  of 
any  man  in  England,  except  Harold  and  Edwin:  there 
can  be  little  doubt  therefore  of  his  being  the  head  of  one 
i>f  the  first  families  in  the  kingdom.  He  was  loid  of 
Biging,  and  of  the  Hundreds  ot  Freebridge  and  Smitb- 
don,  and  also,  of  divers  'other  extensive  districts.  He 
4s  represented  as  a  man  of  no  great  learning,  but  of  emi- 
nent natural  parte,  improved  by  reflection,  exercise, 
and  experience,  and  directed  by  a  clear  head  and  solid 
judgment.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  endowed 
with  uncommon  capacity  for  business;  and  we  also  hear 
that  he  was  a  person  of  very  great  weight  and  power  in 
the  country,  of  which  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  when 
his  immense  wealth  is  considered,  and  the  vast  influence 
arisingfrom  both  his  temporal  and  spiritual  dignities. 
That  such  a  man  should  be  marked  out  as  one  of  the  vic- 
tims of  the  Norman  revolution,  was  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected: his  being  an  Englishman,  and  so  very  opu- 
lent and  powerful,  were  suflicienttepiptations  tosacrifice 
him.  But  he  seems  to  haveconducted  himself  so  warily 
at  thatcritical  juncture,  that  the  Conqueror  for  sometime 
appeared  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed  against  him.  At  last 
some  frivolous  or  pretended  ecclesiastical  misdemeanor 
was  found  out,  for  which  he  was  dejprived  of  his  spiritu- 
al dignity,  under  the  sanction  of  the  papal  authority, 
by  two  popish  legates,  at  a  council  held  at  Winches- 
ter in  1070.  This  appeared  a  hard  and  severe  measure: 

S  V  S 
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but  William,  as  a  politic  prince,  laid  the  vhole  blam« 
or  responsibility  of  it  on  the  then  Pontiff,  Alexander  II: 
Yet  he  imniediatcly  seized  on'Stig^d's  'rast  estates  in 
East  Auglia  and  elsewhere,  and  confined  him  in  prison 
on  a  very  scanty  allowance,  where  it  is  said  he  died, 
of  want,  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  and  so  did  not 
long  survive  his  disgrace,  or  rather  his  downfal.  His 
great  possessions,  in  and  about  LyTm,the  Conqueror  be- 
stowed  on  his  half  brother'Odo,  bishop  of  Baieux,inNor* 
mandy,  whom  he  created  Earl  of  Kent,  and  who  then 
became  one  of  tb^  n^w  masters  and  lords  of  Lynn.  * 

Stigand's  brother,  bishop  Ailmar,  who  had  still  greater 
power  in  this  town,  is  supposed  to  have  been  deprived 
at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  council.  It  is  likely 
thai  he  too  was  then  immured  in  a  prison^  and  never  rer 
leased  from  it  to  his  dying  day.  Such  has  often  been 
the  fate  of  men  who  had  attained  the  highest  honours 
and  preferments  amon^  their  countrymen.— Ailmar  was 
succeeded  in*  the  see  of  Elmham,  and  in  his  jurisdiction 
and  possessions  at  Gay  wood  and  Lynn,  by  Heffa^  one 
of  the  conqueror's  chaplains,  as  Rapin  says.— Here  it 
may  not  be  improper,  or  unacceptable  to  the  reader, 
to  subjoin  a  List  of  the  names  of  all  the  bishops  that  pre- 
ceded and  succeeded  Ailmar,  as  masters  and  lords  of 
Lynn,  from  Felix  the  Burgundian,  first  bishop  of  the 
East  Angles,  to  Richard  Nykke^  or  Nix,  31st.  bishop 
of  Norwich,  :|:  who  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  Hen- 
ry VIII.  his  authority  or  dominion  over  this  town,  when 

*  See  Carte,  an4  Parl^in;  alio  Beauties  of  Eogland,  vol.  zi. 
X  The  business  was  at  least  acceded  to  by  bishop  Nykke,  but  the  sur* 
render  teems  to  have  been  nuuk  b  j  hii  successor  bishop  Rugg. 
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the  name  of  it  was  <;hanged  from  Bishop^ s  Lynn  to 
King's  Lynn,  which  it  has  retained  ever  since.— 
Tho^e  bishops  were^ 

1.  Felix  the  Burgundian.    He  was  the  apostle  of 
tl^e  East  Angles,  among  whom  his  ministry  was 'attend- 
ed with  eminent  success,   and  issued  in  the  conYer^' 
sy)n  of  the  whole  nation:  schools  were  consequently 
instituted,  and  numerous  places    of  worship  erected 
throughout  the  whole  country.    He   was  ponsecr^ted 
their  bishop  in  630,  ^d  fixed  his  seat  first,  it  seems,  ^t 
Soham  in  Cambiridgeshire,  and  th^n  at  Silthestow.  af- 
terwards called  X)(miiioc,and  since  Dunwich^  in  Suffolk. 
He  has  been  represented  as  yery  learned  and  pious. 
7he  fame  of  his  uncommon  sanctity  was  so  great,  ihsA 
after  his  death,  which  happened  in  647,  he  was  canon- 
i^  as  a  saint,  and  bis  festival  stands  on  th^  8th  of 
March,  in  the  Romish  calendar.  (See  more  of  him 
above  at  p.   S4S.)  —  His    immediate  successor  was 
Thomas,  who  had  been  trained  up  uijder  the  faipous 
^aulinus  archbishop  of  York,  to  whom  he  had  beeii 
appointed  deacon.    On  the  expulsion  of  that  metro- 
politan from  his  see,  Thomas  ^rved  the  same  office  un? 
der  Felix,  till  his  deaUi*    After  presiding  five  years 
l^e  died,  in  653,  ^d  was  succeeded  by  Boi^iface,  who 
also  sometimes  goes  by  other  names.    He  was  a  native 
of  Kent,  a  priest  of  Canterbury,  whose  archbishop  con- 
secrated him,  in  653;  and  dymgin  669,  he  was  succeed- 
ed by  Bisus,  or  BosOy  who  was  consecrated  by  Theo- 
dore, archbishop  of  Canterbury.   In  his  time  the  diocese 
was  divided  into  twosecB,  one  of  which  remained  at 
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Dunwich,  and  the  other  was  fixed  at  North  Elmham^ 
in  Norfolk,  among  whose  possessions  the  demesne  or 
lordship  of  Lynn  and  Gaywood  was  included..— The 
bishops  of  Elmham,  accocding  to  the  best  account  we 
have  met  with,  were  the  following, 

1.  Bedwinus,  or  Baldwifius.  He  has  been  spoken 
highly,  of  as  a  man  of  profound  learning  and  exemplary 
virtue,  and  author  of  numerous  works  (now  lost)  which 
confirmed  many  in  the  christian  feith,  3.  Northber^ 
TU8,  or  Northbert^  succeeded  sometime  after  679,— 
(3)Hedulacu8,  or  HadulaCy  filled  this  see  in  731; 
when  Bede  completed 'his  ecclesiastical  History. — (4.) 
EoEi^FRiDus,  or  Ethelfritkj^(5.)  Lamferthus,  or 
Lameferd.—^G.)  Athei/WAlfus,  or  Ethelwolpky  oc- 
cupied tills  see  in  811.— (7.)  Ulfertus,  ov  Alberthi 
said  to  attend  at  the  council  of  Cloveshoe,  in  Berks, 
where  King  Offa  proposed  erecting  a  new  bishopric  at 
iicA/Je/rf.— (8.)SiBBA,  or  Sibbani  he  sat  in  816.— p 
(9.)  Hunferth,  or  jF^iin/errf:  was  living  in  824.— 
(10.)  Humbert,  or  Humbrit;  it  vns  he  who  crowned 
king  Edmund,  or  St.  Edmund,  in  856,  with  whom  he 
perished  in  870,  or  871,  in  opposing  the  Danes.  He 
too  was  cauonized^(  11.)  Wybred,  Wyred^  ox  Wil" 
bredz  He  was  set  over  the  two  sees  of  Dunwich  and 
Ehnham,  which  occasioned  their  being  then  reunited ; 
th6  seat  was  fixed  at  Elmham. 

Bishops  of  Elmham  after  the  union  of  the  sees^^l.) 
Theodred  L  He  is  reported  to  have  been  an  eye  wit- 
ness of  St.  Edmund's  corpse  being  found  uncomipt,  70 
or  80  years  after  his  death.— (2.)  TH^ooftBH,  II.  sm* 
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aamed  the  Goodi  lie  \¥as  first  bishop  of  London,  and 
then  of  KImham;  both  ofivhich  he  held  till  he  died, 
sometime  after  962.— (3.)  Athulf,  or  Adulfi  succeed- 
edin  966;  or,  as  some  think,  earlier.— (4.)  Alfric 
or  Alfrid:  was%ne  of  those  who  signed  and  confirmed 
king  Edgar's  charter  to  the  abbey  of  Croyland.  He  di- 
ed in  975,  at  the  close  of  Edgar's  reign.— (5.)  Athel- 
«TAN,  Edelstancj  or  Elstane:  He  was  consecrated  the 
latter  part  of  975. — (6)  St.  Alga  re,  or  Algarci  he 
had  been  Confessor  to  St.  Dunstan  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  promoted  to  this  see  in  1012.  He  after- 
wards resigned,  and  retired  among  the  monks  of  Ely, 
where  hediedinI021'— (7.)  Alfwin,  ox  Elf  win  ^  suc- 
ceeded the  same  year.  He  had  been  keeper  or  guardian 
of  the  body  or  remains  of  St.  Edmund,  and  afterwards 
removed  the  same  from  Bury  to  London.  He  was  also 
a  violent  stickler  for  the  monks,  or  Regulars^  in  their 
furious  squabbles  with  the  Seculars.  He  resigned  in  1032. 
(8.)  Alfric  H.  succeeded,  and  died  in  1038;  and 
was  succeeded  by —(9.)  Alfric  HI.  surnamed  the 
IMtUj  who  is  said  to  die  in  1139  ♦  (10.)  Stigand; 
(afterwards  archbishop)  he  had  been  chaplain  to  king 
Harold  Harefoot;  but  having  obtained  this  see  by  simony, 
which  his  vast  wealth  would  enable  him  easily  to  do,  he 
was  afterwards  ejected  by  king  Hardicanute,  in  1040.— 
(II.)Grinketel:  he  held  it  in  comraendam  with  the 
bishopric  of  the  South-Saxons^  during  the  rest  of  Har- 
dicanute's  reign.  Under  the  Confessor,  Stigand  was  res- 
tored to  favour,  and  promoted  io  Wincliester,  and  last 

•  It  roust  be  a  roisUke,  and  should  do  doubt  be  1039;  to  that  he 
filled  the  tee  but  one  year.— See  Beautlci  of  England,  as  before. 
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to  Canterbiky.— 12.  £gelm(4R,  Ailmar^  or  Almar: 
of  whom  an  account  has  been  given  already,  as  wdi  as 
of  his  broilier  Stigand.— (fS.)  Arfast,  or  Ilcrfastj 
chaplain  to  the  Ck)nqtieror.  He  succeeded  at  Easter, 
1070.  In  compliance  with  an  order  if  a  conncil  hekl 
by  LanfranCj  that  all  episcopal  sees  should  be  removed 
from  villages  to  the  most  eminent  cities  or  towns  in  the 
respective  dioceses,  Herfast  translated  the  see  of  Elm- 
bam  to  Thetford.  He  was  by  birth  a  Norman,  in  ^rcat 
favour  Y^ith  the  Conqueror^  and  chancellor  of  En^i^and. 
He  died  in  1084;  and  in  10S5  was  succeeded  by  (14.) 
William  galsagus,  de  Bellafago^  or  Beaufo.  He 
also  was  one  of  the  Conqueror's  favourites,  had  been  his 
chaplain,  and  became  chancellor  of  England.  He  was, 
iike  most  of  that  monarch's  great  favourites,  a  person 
of  immense  wealth;  which  at  his  death,  in  1091,  was, 
by  his  will,  divided  between  his  family  and  see:  and 
this  must  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  augment  the 
large  possessions  that  were  formerly  attached  to  this  bish- 
opric. In  his  time  the  celebrated  survey,  called  Domes* 
dayy  was  made,  in  which,  at  tolio  145,  is  contained  an 
enumeration  of  the  estates  then  belonging  to  the  bishop- 
ric; and  at  folio  148,  is  an  account  of  the  lands  of  the 
said  bishop,  either  in  fee  or  inheritance.  As  many 
of  the  latter  were  bequeathed  to  the  bishopric,  the  reve- 
nues of  the  see  at  that  period  may  nearly  be  ascer- 
tained. All  these  were  alienated  in  the  exchange  made 
by  Henry  Vlll.  ♦  —  After  this  bishop's  death  the 
see  was  removed  from  Thetford  to  Norwich. 

•  See  Beauties  of  England,  toI.  xi,  where  a  rullcr  account  is  glten 
•f  some  of  these  bishops. 
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Bishops cfNorwick.^h  H£rbbrt  Lozinoa,  ^ho 
hayingy  through  the  favour  of  Roger  ]&ig<)dy  £arl  of 
Norfolk,  obtained,  by  grant  and  purchase,  certain 
lands,  called  Cowhdm^  commenced  the  edecution  of  his 
favourite  plan  of  building  a  n^agnificent  cathedral,  the 
first  stone  of  which  ^^as  laid  by  him  in  1096.  He  erect- 
ed a  pdace  also  for  his  residence,- on  the  nort  hside,  and 
a  monastery  on  the  south  side,  which  ]|e  futnUfaed  with 
60  monhs^  all  which  doings  were  sanctioned  by  Pope 
P^ischal  II.  Herbert  was  also  abbot  of  Ramsey,  and 
lord  Chancellor  of  England;  aiid  moreover  a  most  no- 
torious simoniac,  for  which  the  pope  imposed  upon  hint 
some  heavy  penanK:es,  in  the  doing  of  which  hcf  very 
notably  acquitted  himself,  and  gave  good  proof  how 
well  he  was  cut  out  for  that  kind  of  business.*-Besideft 
the  largd  edifices  he  erected  at  Norwich,  he  also  built 
Che  two  great  churches  at  Yadnouth  and  Lymi;  ihe  lat- 
ter he  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret  the  Virgin^  or,  as  some 
say,  to  St;  Marji  Magdalen j  St.  Margaret j  and  alt 
the  maiden  safnts.  A  priory  waiB  also  built  by  him  oil 
the  south  side  of  this  church.  These  heis  saiSd  to  have 
moAeirtAea' at  the  request  of  the  peoj^e  of  Lynn;  and 
yet  it  seanff  as  if  those  same  people  were  not  otherwise 
v^  fdrward  in  their  encouragements  to  him;  for  he  wad 
obliged' to  have  re^ourse^  to  a  very  ungraceful  expedient 
in-order  to  induce  them  to  hasten  their  contributions:— 
id  aHwh6  would  subscribe  or  contribute  towards  these 
eredions  heoflfered  and  granted  an  indulgence,  for  forty 
days;  t  or,  in  other  words,  a  Licence  to  commit  with 

2  w 

t    ArmsftrODf't  History  of  Norlolky  vol.  1.  p.  SOS/ 
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impanity  any  species  of  wickedness,  or  all  manner  of 
sin  and  viUanj,  for  the  space  iA  forty  days!  It  is  sop* 
posed  that  this  expedient  fully  answered  the  bishop^s 
purpose;  for  the  buildings  were  soon  finished,  in  a  style 
of  superior  magnificence.  It  reflects  no  credit  on  ttie 
memory  of  our  townsmen  oi  that  day,  that  in  order  to 
do  some  good,  or  dontribute  liberally  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  religious  j^difices  in  the  town,  they  must  be  in- 
dulged with  a  licence  to  commit  all  manner  of  crimes* 
It  shews  that  they  were  much  more  attached  io  eril  than 
good,  and  liked  sin  fiur  better  thanhoUness:  Hownrach 
the  present  population  of  Lynn  excels  them,  is  a  ques- 
tion that  win  not  hare  be  discussed.— Bishop  Herbert 
died  in  1119.  and  was  buried  before  the  high  altar  of 
his  new  cathedral. 

S.  Eborard,  or  £peranf,  succeeded  Herbert,  afier  a 
vacancy  of  almost  three  years.  In  his  time  the  Jews, 
as  we  are  told,  crucified  a  boy,  named  William,  whobeiiig 
considered  a  martyr,  and  canoni2sed,  brought  no  small 
gains  to  the  church,  by  th^  numerous  pilgrimages  and 
offerings  liiade  annually  on  this  occasion.  Though  the 
truth  of  this  shocking  crucifixion  story  seems  more  than 
doubtful,  yet  the  monks  managed  to  procure  it  gena:al 
belief,  and  to  get  the  poor  boy  (real  or  fictitious)  canon- 
iased,  under  the  name  of  Saint  JVilUam.  Thdrmain 
object  no  doubt  was  to  bring  grist  to  the  mill;  and  as 
that  end  was  amply  obtained,  it  may  be  said  that  they 
received  their  reward,  and  did  not  labour  (or  rather  in* 
vent  tbetale)in  vain.. This  bishop  was  the  founder  of  the 
hospital  and  church  of  St.  P^ul  in  Norwich;  and  a 
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^reai  benefactor  to  die  monastery  which  had  been  en- 
dowed by  his  predecessor.  He  was  deposed,  or  resigned 
about  1146,  anddied  at  Fountian's  Abbey  in  Yorkshire, 
in  1149,  and  was  succeeded  by 

3.  William  Tubbus,  or  TurbedUe.  He  was  a 
great  stickler  for  Becket^  whose  influence,  eyen  while 
in  disgrace  and  exile,  drove  him  sometimes  to  unwar- 
lantaUe  and  perilous  lengths;  especially  when  he  ex- 
communicated the  bishop  of  London,  the  Earl  of 
Norfolk  and  some  other  nobles,  who  were  disliked 
by  that  proud  prelate.  He  died  in  1174,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded the  next  year,  by— 4.  John  OF  Oxfobb,  who 
was  very  differently  affected  towards  Becket,  and  took 
part  with  the  king  against  him,  by  which  he  greatly 
ingratiated  himself  with  bis  sovereign;  who  being  de- 
sirous of  having  the  laws  more  strictly  executed,  and  a 
more  impartial  administration  of  justice  enforced,  ap- 
pointed him,  together  with  the  Inshops  of  ElyandW  in« 
diester,  his  three  principal  justices  for  the  purpose.  He 
built  Trinify  Church  at  Ipswich,  repair^  the  damages 
his  cathedral  had  sustained  by  fire,  in  the  time  of  his 
predecessor^  and  was  a  great  benefactor  io  the  episco- 
pal convent  at  Norwich.  He  died  in  June  1200,  and 
was  succeeded  by 

5.  JoHir  D£  Gbb7|  who  was  promoted  to  the  seo 
by  that  great  and  memorable  patron  of  Lynn,  King 
JoHir,  with  whom  he  appears  to  have  beai  in  very 
high  fiivour,  and  from  whom  he  procured  the  liberties 
ff  Magna  Charta  for  his  diocese.  He  also  obtamed 
S  w  S 
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i[om  that  monarch  a  cbarter  to  make  hU  town  ofLyna 
%  free  borough,  which  was  dated  at  LutgerBhaU,  Sept. 
14.  1904,  the  6th  year  of  that  teigo.  This  was  the 
first  of  the  Lynn  charters.  These  concessions  the  king 
was  induced  to  grant,  as  it  is  said,  c|itber  to  obiaii^ 
^yours^  or  in  return  for  some  he  had  receiyed.  The 
wealth  of  this  prelate  is  reported  to  haye  been  of  gre^ 
senrice  to  the  sov^eign  i|i  his  troubles;  and  for  var  jouf 
loans  he  had  obtained^  he  pledged  to  the  bishop  hif  re^ 
gaUoy  viz.  his  great  crown,  the  surcoat^  cloak,  »p- 
dals,  gloves,  spurs,  &c«  This  bishop  buU^  the  palace  c^ 
G^ywood,  and  so  seems  to  ^T$[  resided  pretty  muc^  to 
and  may  be  supposed  to  h^ve  acquired  among  t^iflt- 
habitants  a  good  portion  of  popularity.  Wq  are  als^ 
told  th^at  he  confirmed  to  the  monks  of  I^forwicb  oar 
pl^urcfaofS^  Margaret p  and  the  chapels  of  S^  J«pief 
and  Si.  Nicholas j  and  the  church  ofMinUmg,  ^  tfgetkffT 
with  the  tithes  of  Qat/wood^  &c.  This  bpsbop^  ^^ 
at  Poictou,  in  L^Mi  afief  whu^h  the  see  wa^  yacaatsQff 
enyeai;s;  wheu 

p.  Pandulfhus,  an  JtaUatty  was  consecrated  in  1222. 
He  had  been  sent  to  England  as  legate  by  the  pope,  on 
Isocount  o(  the  deposition  of  archbishop  Langton  by 
king  John.  While  at  Rome,  to  haye  his  electicm  to  thi^ 
see  cofifirmedy  on  his  repres^n^g  tfaat^.lt  waa  greatly 
in*  debt,  (wh^ei.  true  or  false,  we  know  not,)  he  ob^ 
tailed  a  gr^t  of.th^  whole/!r^lJrt<t(s  of  thedeigy  ia 
his  diocese,  for  himself  aod  succesBOta;  wjiichthep^ 
forth  b^^m^.  atlfu^Ued  to  thoise  prdates,  till  the  .time  of 
Henry  VIII,  and  must  havfi  considerably  augmented 
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(he  epi^cQpal  reyenues.  He  died  in  Italy,  in  1S36;  but 
his  remains  were  brought  to  England  for  interment,  and 
buried  in  bis  cathedral.— 7.  Thomas  de  Blandbyill 
^ueceeded  him,  and  died  in  1336,  when-^.  Ralfo 
^lu^ceeded,  and  died  the  next  year;  of  nvhom  as  well  as 
the  former,  nojUiing  remark^Ie  i^  known  to  be  reeordk 
ied.    Hi3  successor  wos 

9.  William  nfi  R^llbigh,  who  obtained  the 
bishopric  after  three  years  contesting  his  right.  He 
granted,  we  are  told,  an  indnlg^nce  of  twenty  days  par- 
don, to  aU  in  his  dipeese  who  would  contribute  towards 
Uk  building  ofSt.  Pleiul's  in  London.  Hence  it  appears, 
fi«  w^  afr  frivol  the  case  of  Herbert  Lozinga,  above  no- 
ticedy  ihe^  bishops  J  as  weU  as|7ope^,  in  those  times,  as* 
ramed  the  power  of  giving  a  licence  to  sin  with  imptinityl 
They  must  hare  been  rare  ttecUers  of  morality,  who 
could  pietend' to  prpmote  good  works  by  allowing  the 
pe<q[>le,  top  alhnKedtime,  to  run  into  all  possible  e3:cess« 
«» of  riot  aid  evil  dokigt^and,  on  the  other  hknd, 
their  iatelkcts  wust  have  been  in  a  most  unenviable  and 
degraded  state,  who  could  accede  to  the  prepostetous 
proposals  of  such  instructors,  or  patiently  listen  to  such 
ahameless  representations  >  The  doctiine  of  indulgences 
was  afterwards  made  good  use  of  by  Luther  and  his 
coa^utors,  in  their  successM  struggle  against  the  papal 
tyranny.— Bfi^op  Raleigh  was  translated  to  Winches- 
ter^  where  he  died^  soon  lifter  his  induction.  He  was 
•ucceeddd  by 

IQ.   Waltsr  db  SuTqjPHELDi   or  SuffiM^^  who 
was  cmseoaledin  1S81.    He.  obtained  for  the  biahop- 
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fic  a  charter  oFfree  cDorr^  to  himself  and  successon. 
So  we  may  presume  that  he  was  himself  a  sportsman. 
By  the  command  of  Pope  Innocent,  he  drew  up  a  gene- 
ral and  particular  valuation  of  aH  the  ecclesiastical 
revenues  in  the  kingdom;  which,  after  receiving  the 
papal  confirmation,  was  called  the  Norwich- Jnquest\ 
and  subsequently  became  the  ratio  of  clerical  taxati<m* 
He  erected  and  endowed  the  Hospital  of  St.  *  Giles,  in 
Norwich,  for  poor  pilgrims,  and  died  in  1257.  He 
was  succeeded  the  nesUyearby-^lh.  Simon  be  Wal« 
TONE,  who  died  in  18^;  and  was  succeeded  the  same 
year  by— 12.  Roobr  be  SKBBNiifO,  ux  whose  time 
several  dreadful  affirays  happened  between  the  citizens 
of  Norwich  and  the  monks,  in  one  of  which  the  cathe* 
dral  was  burqt.  This  bishop  died  in  1278;  and  waf 
succeeded  the  same  year  by-^l3.^  William  Middlb- 
TON*  The  cathedral  being  partially  repaired,  he  was 
enthroned  at  Norwich;  and  he  rededicated  thechurchi 
in  presence  of  the  king  and  queen  and  principal  no* 
bility,  who  were  assembled  on  the  occasloii.  He  died 
tn  1288;  whose  supcessq^  w^s. 

14.  Ral?h  de  Walpole^  a  Marshland  man,  it 
seems,  and  ancestor  of  the  present  noble  family  of  the 
WdpoUs.  He  was  translated  to  Ely,  in  1299,  and  his 
successor  at  Norwich  was— 15.  John  Salmon,  or  So* 
hmon.  Enlaigiog  or  rebuilding  the  palace  at  Norwich) 
and  founding  the  Chamd-house,  now  the  fim  schocd, 
are  among  the  principal  works  ascribed  to  him.  He 
died  in  1325,  and  bis  successor  wa8^16.  Robert  dk 
Baldock,  who  resigned  shortly  after,  and  was  succeeded 
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hy-^VT.  William  de  ArRMiNNEy  who  employed 
liiinflelf  in  enclosing  his  pabce,  cathedral,  &c.  with 
•ton^  walls,  and  fortifying  them  with  embattled  para* 
pets.  He  died  in  1336;  and  had  for  his  successor-^ 
18.  Thomas  Hemenhale,  who  soon  resigned  this  see, 
and  accepted  that  of  Worcester  in  lieu  of  it.  Thm  suc« 
ceeded^I9.  Anthony  de  Beck,  a  man  of  the  most 
imperious  ai^d  turbulent  temper,  who  had  terrible  quar- 
rels with  the  monks,  by  whose  instigation,  as  it  was 
thought,  he  was  poisoned  by  his  own  servants,  at  his 
seat  of  Hevingham,  in  1343.    His  successor  was 

SO,  William  Bateman,  dean  of  Lincoln.    Hi 
was  a  great  benefactor  to  the  nunnery  of  Flixton  in  South 
Elmham,  and  gave  the  nuns  a  body  of  statutes  for  their 
regulation;  and,  in  1347  founded  Trinity  Hall  in  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  express  purpose  of  supplying  his  diocese 
with  persons  properly  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  the 
.  duties  of  parochial  cures.    He  died  in  1354,  at  Avignon, 
while  on  an  embassy  to  the  pope.    This  prelate  was 
a  native  of  Norwich,  but  spent  much  of  his  time  abroad^ 
and  chiefly  at  Rome,  till  the  pope  promoted  him  to  this 
bishopric.     So  great  was  his  interest  with  his  holiness, 
that  he  also  obtained  for  himself  and  successors,  the  first . 
firuits,  as  we  are  told,  of  all  vacant  livings  within  his 
diocese,  which  occasioned,  it  seems,  frequent  disputes 
between  him  and  his  clergy.    But  the  clergy  were  not 
tihely  to  gain  much  by  disputing  with  him,  for  he  is 
represented  as  <<  a  stout  defender  of  his  rights,  and  <Hie 
who  would  not  suffinr  himself  to  be  injured  or  imposed 
upon,  or  his  dignity  insulted,  by  any  one**^  In  proof  ci 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S69  mntORY  or  ltx^. 

vrhioh^  ttie  ftttovpin;  anecdale  has  been  related  6f  tiiak 
hy  someof  #w  bistoriatttt-^^Lotd  Morley,  having  killed 
9om09t  UleMshop'lr  deer,  infringed  upon  his  manors, 
andabuiMi  his-seFTants^who  opposed' him,  >vas  obriged 
ta  do  penance  bjr  walking  thrcmgfa  tfaesttieets  of  the  dity 
with  ft  wax  oaadle  of  six  pounds  weight  in  his  hand^ 
ftpd  kneel  down  befbae  the  bishop,  iir  die  cathedral,  and 
uric-  hia^  pardon,  aMough  the  kihg  bad  sent  tin  exprett 
order  tolhe  centrwy.**— From  this  anecdote  we  may  safe- 
ly infer,  ttiat  thia^  prel^  governed  hiaslaves  and  vassals, 
the  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  with  despotic  sway.  It  & 
g2|id  that  tbe^  was  in  his  time  such  a  dreadful,  plague 
in  Englalid,  and  throughout  £urope,  as  scarcely  left  a 
tenth  part  of  the  inhabitants  living;  and  that  it  appears 
from  the  Chronicle  of  Norwich,  that  from  the  first  of 
January  to  the  first  of  July  1348—9,  57374  persons, 
besides  ecclesiastics  and  beggars,  died  in  Norfolk  alone. 
We  cannot  learn  how  many  of  them  were  of  the  town 
of  Lynn. -'A  circumstance  that  seems  to  corroborate  this 
extraordinary  mortality  is,  that  this  bishop  instituted 
and  collated  850  persons  to  benefices  vacant  at  this 
time.  ♦  His  successctr  was— 21.  Thomas  Percy, 
youngest  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  though 
but  twenty-two  years  of  age.  After  erecting  the  steeple 
of  the  cathedral,  which  had  been  blown  dbwii  by  a 
violent  wind,  and  Repairing  the  choir,  which  had  been 
mu::h  dami^ed,  he  died,  iii  1369.  The  next  year  he 
was  succeeded  by 

*  See  Tour  of  Ntdbtky'  p.  180:  also  BeautleiofEoglaad  as  bdbre. 
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ot  Salisbury.  He  was  consecrated  in  March  1370,  by 
the  pope  in  person^  which  probably  contributed  not 
a  little  to  cherish  that  self  importance  and  haughtiness 
for  which  he  was  so  remarkable.  In  an  aid  granted 
through  the  kingdom  to  the  king's  use,  (his  prelate  cer- 
tified for  his  diocese,  that  it  contained,  in  Norfolk  806 
parishes,  and  in  Suffolk  515;  and  each  county  was  ac- 
cordingly rated.  He  took  a  most  active  part,  at  the 
commencement  of  what  is  called  the  grand  Schism,  in 
the  memorable  warfare  between  pope  Urban  and  his 
competitor  pope  Clement:  for  there  were  then  two  popes; 
two  infallible  heads  of  the  catholic  church  !  and  each 
reviling  and  damning  the  other  without  mercy,  and 
most  bloodily  seeking  his  destruction!!  Bishop  Spencer 
was  on  the  side  of  pope  Urban,  with  whom  he  was  in 
very  high  favour.  In  1383  that  pontiff  published  a  bull, 
in  which  he  called  upon  all  who  had  any  regard  for 
religion,  to  exert  themselves  in  its  defence,  by  taking 
up  arms  for  him,  against  his  rival  Clement  and  his  ad- 
herents; promising  at  the  same  time,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  all  who  would  volunteer  in  this  meritorious  serv- 
ice, the  same  pardons  and  indulgences  as  had  been  usu- 
ally granted  to  those  who  had  engaged,  or  lost  their 
lives,  in  the  great  eastern  crusades,  or  holy  wars.  *  This 

2  X 

•  Pope  Urban  promised  thi/uUrtwntum  i^tU  thvt  situ,  not  only  to  etery 
•ne  who  crossed  the  seas  in  that  quarrel,  and  personally  engaged  ia 
that  bloody  crusade  against  the  other  pope  and  his  adherents,  but  also 
to  all  who  would  engage  to  pay  any  number  of  able  soldiers  employed 
on  the  occasion,  an<]  even  to  all  such  as  would  advance  any  part  of 
their  substance  to  the  general  (bp.  Spencer,]  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  expedition.  The  pope*s  absolution,  pronounced  by  the 
nid  episcopal  commander  in  chief,  was  expressed  as  follows— -"Bf 
the  authority  apottokicaly  to  mc  in  this  behalf  committed.  We  absolve 
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papal  bull  met  with  no  small  success  in  England,  ow« 
ing  perhaps  to  France  being  on  the  side  o(  pope  deni'- 
ent,  and  to  Urban^s  choosing  an  English  ecclesiastic  f<Mr 
his  general.  This  was  our  bishop  Spencer,  <<a  jou^g  and 
stout  prelate  (says  Fox)  much  fitter  for  the  camping  cure 
than  for  the  peaceable  church  of  Christ."— A  most 
dashing  and  bouncing  high  priest  he  certainly  ynm;  oi 
which  he  gave  repeated  and  abund^t  proofs,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  This  right  reverend  warrior,  and 
champion  of  holy  churcli,  (at  least,  of  Urban's  por- 
tion or  moiety  of  it)  having  obtained  an  aid  or  subsidy, 
of  the  English  parliament,  set  out  upon  his  continental 
expedition  against  the  Clementines  at  the  head  of  50,000 
foot  and  S,000  horse:  but  he  did  not  bring  back  quite  so 
many.  *  Ourgeneralwith  his  furious  crusaders,  after  they 
had  landed  at  Calais,  to  shew  theirstrict  regard  for  propri- 
ety and  consistency,  turned  their  arms  against  Flanders; 
a  country  that  was  not  favourable  to  Clement,  but  had 
actually  declared  for  Urban.  After  ravaging  the  coun- 
try, taking  divers  towns,  and  defeating  the  Flemish 
force  which  had  attempted  to  oppose  them,  an  eSsc* 
tual  stop  was  put  to  their  career,  by  the  French  king, 
Charles  Vf  •  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army.    In  short 

thee  A.  B.  from  all  thy  sins  confetsed  with  thy  mouthy  tod  being  con- 
trite with  thy  heart,  and  whereof  thou  woulilst  be  confessed,  if  they 
came  into  thy  memory:  Ind  we  grant  unto  thee  plenary  remission  of 
all  manner  oftlns,  and  we  promiie  unto  thee  thy  part  of  the  reward  of 
alljuftmen,  and  of  ereiiasting  saltation.  And  as  many  priTilegcs 
as  are  grauted  unto  them  that  go  to  fight  for  the  Holy  Land,  we  giant 
onto  thee;  and  of  all  the  prayers  and  beneSu  of  the  church,  the  oni- 
▼eral  synod,  as  also  of  the  holy  catholic  church  vie  make  thee  partak- 
er."—(See  Fox,  Vol.  1.) 

*  There  were  doubtless  many  Lynn  peopU  in  tluit  Army;  the  gene- 
ral being  lord  of  this  town. 


Digitized  by  VjO(3QIC 


HISTORY    OF    LTNir.  361 

the  expedttion  ended  disgracefully^  as  it  deserved, 
and  not  very  unlike  certain  expeditions  to  Flanders  and 
Holland  iil  modem  times.  The  great  general,  bishop 
Spaicer,'  at  his  return,  found  himself  somewhat  in  dis- 
grace; in  -which  he  proved  more  ill-fated  than  our  mod- 
em Yoiios  and  Chathams.  The  king  ordered  the  tem« 
poralities  of  his  see  to  be  seized,  and  several  oi  his  6f« 
fioers  to  be  imprisoned.  In  a  year  or  two,  however, 
his  temporalities  were  restored,  and  he  probably  regtiin- 
ed  the  royal  fovour.— He  lived  in  great  splendor,  ini 
had  divers  sumptuous  polaoes,  among  which  was  that 
at  Norwich,  another  at  South  Helinghan,  and  another, 
sujl^osed  td  be  one  of  the  chief  oi  diem,  at  Gaywood 
bry  Lynn,  the  inhabitants  of  which  town  had  ample  ex« 
perience  of  his  imperious  and  tuibulent  sfinU  Being 
one  time  in  town  with  his  retinue,  he  quarrelled  in  the 
street  with  the  mayor  (who  was  supported  by  the  towns* 
men)  on  some  point  of  frivolous  etiquette.  From  words 
the  partiescameto  Mows,  anda  very  serious  battleen^ 
sued,  which  terminated  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  haugh* 
ty  prelate  and  his  company,  who  were  all  furiously 
driven  out  of  town,  many  ot  them  sorely  bruised  and 
wounded.  This  turbulent  high  priest  afterwards  bent 
his  rage  against  the  poor  Xo/2ari&,  and  appeared  among 
the  first  to  proceed  against  them  upon  the  law  De  has' 
retico  Comburendo.  He  prosecuted  William  Sawire^ 
minister  of  St.  Margaret's  at  Lynn,  who  at  first  recan- 
ted, and  afterwards  became  minister  of  St.^Osith  in 
London^  where  he  relapsed,  and  was  the  first  that  suf- 
fered under  the  above  law.  This  bishop  also  afterwards 
S  X  S 
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persecuted  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham  at  Norwich,  and  as  a 
penance,  for  favouring  LoUardism,  enjoined  him  to 
build  the  gate^  at  the  entiance  of  the  coU^e  precinct, 
nvhich  fitill  goes  by  his  name.  Bishop  Spencer  died  in 
1406,  and  was,  it  secnis,  the  first  prelate  who  qnaileied 
the  episcopal  arms  with  hi^  own.    His  successor  was 

S3.  Alexander  de  Totington,  ^ho,  though 
immediately  elected,  was  not  admitted  to  his  spirituali- 
ties till  the  following  year.  Some  of  his  manor-houses 
auid  palaces  having  fallen  into  decay,  through  the  n^- 
Ijgence  of  his  predecessors,  he  is  said  to  have  spent 
I^ge  sums  in  repairing  and  beautifying  them,  which 
constituted,  apparently,  his  most  meritorious  and  me* 
morable  deeds.  He  died  in  1413,  and  was  succeeded 
by — a.  KicHARD  DB  Courtney,  chancellor* of  Ox- 
fi)rd,  who  died  suddenly,  about  two  years  after,  at  the 
siege  of  Harfleur;  from  which  it  would  seem  that  he 
was  a  prelate  that  delighted  in  war,  or  another  of  our 
fighting  bbhops,  who,  at  the  best,  are  but  unamiaUp 
characters.    He  was  succeeded,  in  1416,  by 

25.  John  de  Wakeryng,  archdeacon  of  Carter* 
bury,  who  was  confirmed  by  the  aTchbishop\  which 
unusual  circumstance  was  owing  to  the  ecclesiastical 
anarchy  stilt  exihting,  occasioned  by  the  continuance 
of  the  grand  schism,  which  was  then  at  its  height.  Dur- 
isg  that  period  there  always  were  two  popes,  but  they 
were  now  three^  and  each  prefering  a  legal  claim  to  the 
papal  chair,  as  the  lineal  descendant  of  St  Peter !  Three 
contemporary  popes  exhibited  an  unusual  and  qpeer 
Spectacle,   and  would  naturally  suggest  the  idea  of 
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three  heads  of  the  church:  and  a  church,  or  aoy  thing 
else,  widi  three  heads  may  pretty  fairly  be  deemed  a 
monster^  Even  the  protes^nt  phi^ch  of  £ogIandy 
however,  has  had  before  now  two  lieads;  one  in  Lon- 
don, and  the  other  at  St.  Germans;  which  ought  to 
deter  its  members  frpm  bcarhig  too  hard  pn  the  church 
of  Rome  in  the  above  ca^^  Bbhop  Wakeryng  is  said 
to  have  made  considerable  improvements  in  and  about 
his  cathedral/  which  seems  jto  have  been  among  his  most 
praiseworthy  perform^ces^      It  j^ppe^rs  that  he  died 

IFpre  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  in  this  bishop^s 
time,  and  that  of  somp  of  his  predecessors,  as  well  as 
of  his  immediate  successor,  the  tranquillity  of  the  town 
of  Lynn  appears  to  have  been  exceedingly  disturbed 
by  the  yidence  of  two  contending  factions,  which  kept 
ti^e  town  in  a  continual  state  of  discord  and  distractioiii 
k  seems,  for  the  spape  of  about  thirty  years;  as  may  \» 
gathered  from  existing  documents,  or  copies  of  Letters^ 
of  that  period,  still  prese^rved  in  a  MS^  History  of  Lynu, 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thomas  King  of  t])is  town,  * 
From  which  we  discover  that  those  two  contending  Ac- 
tions were  headed  by  two  of  the  Aldermen  of  that  time; 
one  of  whom  was  Bartholomy  Petipas^  who  was  twice 
mayor,  and  the  other  «/oA»  de  Wentworth^  who  served 
that  office  three  times.     The  cause  and  nature  of  th« 

*  It  U  lomewhai  rtmirktble^  that  though  both  iffckrel  and  ftridn 
appear  to  have  made  use  of  that  MS.  Volume,  and  the  former  drev 
jnoit  of  hit  materials  from  it,  (or  the  most  part  Yerbatim,  yet  neither  of 
them  take  any  notice  of  those  letters,  which  yet  form  the  most  curious 
part  of  the  whoU  volume. 
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diffisrence  that  arose  between  tkese  opposing  parties  19 
not  easy  to  develop.  That  their  animosity  was  bit^ 
ter  and  violent  is  but  too  obvious,  but  its  source  or 
ground  is  involved  iii  no  small  obscurity. 

This  however  is  not  the  place  to  enter  minutely  upon 
the  svAject,  which  shall  be  resumed  in  another  part 
of  the  work.  This  dire  contention  seems  to  have  be- 
gun in  1403,  the  7th  of  Henry  IV.  and  to  have  lasted 
till  1434,  the  ISth  of  Henry  VI.  The  first  of  those 
yeaiB  were  the  3rd.  of  Wentworth's  mayoralty,  be- 
tween whom  and  Petipas  there  evidently  existed  some 
prions  6(HiKpetition;  but  whether  it  was  merely  a  con- 
test for  power  or  superiority  in  the  management  of  the 
town,  or  arose  from  certain  political  questions  about  a 
reform  of  abuses,  on  which  the  parties  disagreed,  does 
not  very  plainly  appear.  1 1  is  however  very  well  known 
that  questions  of  a  political,  as  well  as  theological  nar 
ture,  wfere  then  much  agitated  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
cotuitry,  by  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  disciples  of 
Wickliff,  who  were  anxious  to  promote  every  where 
political  as  well  as  ecclesiastical  reformation;  but  that 
inch  was  actually  the  case  then  at  ttjimy  and  the  ground 
of  the  ^id  disagreement  cannot,  perhaps  be  positively 
affimled.  There  ar6  indeed  some  intimations  of  in- 
suffidettt  ot  suspicious  persons  having  for  sometime  been 
cfapsen  or  found  aitUHig  the  24  Jurats  that  were  here  an* 
nually  elected,  in  t  Letter  or  injunction  from  Heniy  VT, 
addressed,  seemmgly,  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  and 
dated  November  23.  in  his  ISth  year,  which  may  in- 
dicate that  politics  had  no  small  share  in  the  said  con* 
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tentiooi  and  the  peisons  aUuded  to  might  bdong  to 
the  adrocates  of  refiMrm,  or  democrats  of  that  day.  But 
this  subject  we  will  now  drop,  *  and  proceed  with  our 
episcopal  catalogue.  John  de  Wakeryng  dying  in 
1425  was  succeeded  the  following  year  by 

*  The  documents  or  papers  abo?e  referred  to,  consist  of  1.  a  Letter 
from  John  Wentworth  mayor  of  Lynn  to  the  king  (Hen.  iv.)  dated 
on  St.  Martinis  day  1403,  and  complaining  of  the  opposite  p^^rty,  as 
oatrageouB  persons  who  committed  the  most  horrid  crimes,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  the  most  riotous  manner  against  their  opponents,  with  the 
intent   to  spoil  and   rob  them  of  their  goods,  bum  their  houses, 
slay  and  dismember  their  persons.  Sec    It  is  not  the  6rst  letter  he^ 
wrote  to  his  majesty,  for  he  refers  to  others  of  anteripr  date.    Those 
however  are  lost,  or  we  might  possess  a  more  correct  knowledge  of  this 
business.  The  ncofufot  those  papers  is  aXetter  from  Petipas,  then  mayor^ 
to  aome  of  his  friends,  complaining  of  Wentworth  and  his  adherents 
and  MtstnisMnij  for  troubling  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  requir* 
ing  them    **be  bille  or  be    mouthe**     [by  letter  or  by  word    of 
moQth]  to  acquaint  his  rererend  lord  of  Norwich  [I.  e.  the  bishop] 
with  the  a&ir,  and  solicit  his  interference.  See.  Its  date  is  141S,  the 
first  of  Henry  V.— The  tiird  is  from  the  same,  and  seemingly  to  the 
same,  and  written,  it  is  presumed,  in  1414,  the  former  {kirt  of  which 
was  the  latter  part  of  his  Snd  year,  for  he  was  then  mayor  two  years 
soccessiTely.    The/ourtk  was  from  Tkomas  Huni^  who  became  mayor 
in  the  autumn  of  1415  to  Johwt  Spencer y  viscount  de  Norif.  [L  e.  the 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county]  and  is  dated  <<  atte  Lenn  ye  tede  day  of  the 
mone  of  Juylet,  ye  yere  of  ye  regno  of  King  Henry  ye  fyft  ye  ferth:  ** 
which  was  A.  D.  1416.   This  curious  paper  complains  of  Tkomas  Fthoeff^ 
goldsmith,  who  had  been  indicted  for  his  misdeeds,  as  an  instigator  of 
m  ry"H  ^^  <yo/         also  of  Thmat  BardtUy  and  Tkomas  Enemetki*  '<and 
'very  many  of  the  misdoers  resorten  and  drawen  again  in  counsailles  to 
Barth.    Petipas  in  sustenance  of  his  p.  tie,**  Sec.  It  also  oflfers  the  said 
Viscount,  or  high  sheriff,  a /ftf/«n/  of  a  young  Hg^Bioty  which  seems  a 
queer  circumstance.    But  w^at  makes  this  paper  of  most  importance 
b  iu  confirming,  along  with  the  other  documents,  the  very  distracted 
sUteofthe  town  at  that  period.-— The^M  is  addrcsred  «to  the  lord 
bishopp  of  Norwich**  (the  above  Jain  do  fVaktryng  it  seems.)  from  his 
owen  humblest  tenants  and  devout  Bedesmen,  the  Mayre  and  good 
men  of  his  town  of  Lenne  Bisbopp,  **    Its  date  is  the  9.  of  March, 
the  3rd  of  Henry  V.  which  seems  to  answer  to  A.  D.  1415,  or  1415— 
16.  and  the  mayor  was  probably  the  above  Thomas  i%ort.— The  sixth  and 
last  of  those  papcjs  was  a  royal  injunction  or  mandate  from  "Henry 
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26*  WiULiAM  Alkwick,  archdeacon  of  Salisbmy, 
'who>  having  sat  ten  y  earsy  i¥as  translated  to  Lincoln. 
The  principal  entrance  of  the  patace  is  said  to  have  been 

(VI.)  by  the  Grade  of  God  king  of  Engkad  and  of  Franc*  and  lord 
of  Ireland  unto  the  Mairofthe  town  of  Lenne  Byshopp;''  and  relates 
chiefly,  as  was  hefore  hinted,  to  some  irregularity  or  neglect  in  the 
choice  of  the  34  Jurats,  directing  and  enjoining  that  thcy  should  be  dee. 
men  andlawful,  and  of  the  must  discreet,  Sufficient,  and  Umxi  tmspukmf 
persons  of  the  said  town;  and  each  of  them  possessing  property  in  laiui« 
and  tenements  to  the  amaunt  ofC.  S  (i.e.  one  hundred  shillings)  a 
year— equal  no  doubt  to  more  than  100/.  a  year  now:' also  directmg 
that  in  case  any  of  the  24  Jurats  happened  to  die  in  the  course 
•f  the  year,  others  equally  unexceptionable  should  be  immediately 
chosen  in  their  foom^^c.'— As  a  samj  le  of  the  style  and  orthography  of 
the  magistrates  of  Lynn  400  years  ago,  and  a  specimen  of  their  mode 
of  address  to  their  prelatical  lord  and  master,  we  shall  here  subjoin  the 
mayor  and  aldermen^s  Letter  to  bishop  fVak$ryn^. 

*' WorschipfuU  L.ord  and  reverent  fkder  in  God,  wc  commaimd  us  un- 
to yow,  humble  thankant  yow  wt  alle  oure  hertes,  of  good  &  gra- 
ciouse  lordscbip  yt.  yo  han  scbewed  to  us  before  yis  tyme  prayand  to 
yow  of  good  continunace  &  rcvrent  fader,  for  as  meche  as  we  ban 
conteyned  be  John  Thomham  yor.  tenrt.  yt  ye  are  &  will  be  gra- 
ciouse  lord  to  us,  therefor  as  unknowen  men,  we  wryten  to  yow  in 
our  symple  manr.  preying  yow  yt  Barth.  Petypas,  Will  Hallyate, 
Thomas  Middleton  taylor,  Thomas  Barrington  goldsmyth,  Thomas 
Munethe,  Thomas  ISeckham,  John  Balden,  Thomas  Littleport, 
Thomas  Haidell,  John  Blnme,  Rich.  Baxter,  Andrew  Fourbe,  abide 
out  of  yor.  towne  of  Jenne  unto  the  tyme  of  yor.  stalling  at  Norwich, 
the  whiche  schalle  not  be  longe  be  the  grace  of  God,  atte  which  tyme 
we  shalle  mete  with  yow  &  fulliche  declare  to  yow  all  manr.  of  hevy- 
nesse  ye  whiche  yay  han  wioght  to  us,  Jk  yt,  to  yor.  worechipfull 
person  disclosed  &  fulliche  iu  bye  &  in  lowe,  put  it  in  govnance  of 
yow  &  of  yor  counsayll,  &  for  truly  sire  sithen  ye.  tyme  yt.  yay 
wcnten  out  of  ye  town  of  Lenne,  of  whiche  ye  shun  sone  be  lord  of, 
be  ye  grate  of  God  stode  never  in  beter  reste  dc  pees  than  it  hath  done 
sithen  that  tyme,  &  yet  dothe  atte  this  day,  9t  be  yor.  good  gov- 
emance,  these  persons  above  wretyn  sett  an  syde,  we  tryste  in  God  to 
have  reste  &  pees  for  ever  more  in  yor.  towne  9c  in  our  persons 
ye  shal  fyud  us  as  lowly  tenants  as  any  that  longs  to  yow  within  yor. 
lordshippes,  dt  wt^  our  bodyes  &  our  goodes,  be  as  lowly  to  yow 
worschipful  and  revrend  fader  in  God  we  pre  ye,  ye.  holy  trinitc: 
JbTtp  yow  body  aod  soule,   ft  fuUfUI  your  dtgirts  as  ye  can  yor.  stif 
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erected  at  his  expence,  and  by  bis  anns  being  united 
"with  those  of  the  see,  on  the  west  end  of  the  cathedral, 
he  is  supposed  to  have  contributed  towards  the  erection 
of  that  also. — 37«  Thomas  Brown,  or  Bretes,  succeed- 
ed him,  being  translated  hither  from  Rochester,  by 
Pope  Eugenius  lY .  by  bull,  dated  September  19.  1436. 
We  are  told  that  he  left  a  sum  towards  the  payment  of 
the  city  tax,  and  exhibitions  for  poor  scholars,  pro- 
secuting their  studies  in  the  univenities,  who  might  be 
natives  of  the  diocese:  so  that  he  seems  one  of  the  better 

sort  of  those  of  his  order.    He  died  at  Hoxne,  in  1445. 

■ 
.^OHN.  Stanbert,  a  Carmelite  friar,  was  chosen  to 

succeed  him,  but  never  consecrated^  owing  to  papal  in- 
terference, then  at  its  height.  The  real  successor  there- 
fore was— 28.  Walter  Hart,  or  Lyhart^  master 
of  Oriel  College  Oxon,  who  was  appointed  by  the  pope, 

2  Y 
Revile.    Written  at  Lenne  ye  IX  day  of  Marche  under  ye  seall  of  the 
efficeofMayralty. 

Your  owen  humblest  tenants  and  devout  Bedesmen, 
Mayre  and  good  men  of  your  toMrne  of  Lenne  Bishopp.  ** 
In  this  lowly  and  abject  manner  did  these  humblest  tenants  and  de- 
vout beadesmen,  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Lynn,  of  that  day,  ap- 
proach their  high  and  mighty  lord,  bishop  Wakeiyng.  They  were  in- 
deed his  subjecU  and  vassals,  as  their  predecessors  had  long  been;  and 
they  might  think  that  such  cringing  conduct  became  them.*  but  some 
of  them  would  occasionably  shew  a  disposition  to  kick  and  resist,  as 
•  had  been  the  case  in  bishop  Sfnctr"!  time,  and  also  now,  it  seems, 
in  the  case  of  Fetijfas^  as  well  as  of  MilUr  afterwards,  who  is  said  to 
have  gone  to  law  with  the  bishop  and  cast  him.  But,  ill  general,  cor- 
porations, whUe  they  are  some  of  the  roost  uniting,  relentless,  and 
tyrannical  towards  their  inferiors,  are  at  the  same  time  some  of  the 
most  abject  and  obsequious  of  all  men  towards  their  superiors  and 
Busterst  hardly  presuming  at  any  time  to  have  a  will  of  their  own* 
Thej  are  as  ready  to'  erect  sUtues  to  bad  as  to  good  kings;  and  the 
premier,  however  corrupt  or  flagitious,  is  pretty  sure  of  being  always 
tbcir  lord  ehancellor,  or  keeper  of  their  coniciencf . 
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and  ccHmeciated  February  S7  1446.  Paving  the  ca* 
thedral;  and  erecting  the  elegant  carved  roof  of  the  nave, 
where  a  harty  or  deer  couchant,  in  sculpture,  aUnding 
to  his  name,  b  seen  in  several  places,  are  the  "works  as- 
cribed to  him.  He  died  in  May  147?,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by 

S9.   James  Goldwell,  the  Pope's  Prothonotary, 
veho  was  made  bishop  by  piCpal  provision,  and  con- 
secrated at  Rome  by  pope  Sixtus  IV.  October  4.  1472. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a  thoroi^h-paced  ecclesiastic, 
and  legitimate  son  of  his  Holy  Father.    Before  he  left 
Rome,  at  the  time  of  his  consecration,  he  is  said  to 
have  obtained  of  the  Pope  a  perpetual  indulgence^  \a 
repair  and  ornament  the  cathedral;  by  which  he  was 
empowered  to  grant,  to  all  persons  who  frequented  it 
annually,  on  Trinity  Sunday  and  Lady-day,   twehe 
years  and  fortj/  days  pardon,  in  lieu  of  offerings  made 
on  the  occasion:  and  having  received  the  sum  of  2200 
marks,  for  dilapidation,  he  finished  beautifying  the  tow 
er;  made  the  el^ant  stone-fretted  roof  of  the  choir;  and 
Ornamented  the  chapels  on  each  sMe  of  it;  especially 
that  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  which  he  was 
afterwards  interred. — We  need  not  wonder  that  he  could 
do  so  much,  when^be  was  empowered  to  grant  such  kmg 
indulgences,  and  such  extensive  and  ample  pardons. 
Wealthy  people,  who  could  believe  him  really  pos* 
sessed  of  such  a  power,  might  be  expected  to  furnish 
him  pretty  readily  with  any  sums  of  money  he  waited 
for  his  sumptuous  buildings  and  architectural  decora- 
tions.    To  such  pious  firauds  and  cunning  devices,  many 
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of  our  ecclesiastical  stractures,  tiiroiighoiit  the  king- 
dora,  o\remuch,  perhaps,  of  their  boasted  beauty  tod 
magnificence.  Sad  however  must  have  been  the  case 
of  this  ccmntry,  when  such  vile  tricks  could  take,  or 
succeed,  eyen  with  the  most  enlightened  part  of  its  pa- 
pulation; and  sadder  still  must  be  our  case,  if  we  are 
not  yet  proof  against  equally  vile  and  palpable  impo- 
sitions.  Bishop  Goldwell  died  in  1498,  ♦  and  the 

see,  on  the  refusal  of  Christopher  Urswykcy  was  filled 
by-*30.  Thomas  Jane,  archdeacon  of  Essex,  and 
Canon  of  Windsor,  who  was  consecrated  in  1499,  and 
died  the  next  year:  whose  successor  was 

31.  Richard  Nykke,  ox  Nix j  archdeacon  of  Ex- 
eter, who  was  elected  in  1500.  He  must  have  been  a 
man  of  an  unamiable  and  hateful  character.  Writers 
unanimously  concur  to  brand  his  name  with  the  great* 
est  obloquy.  Of  his  vile  persecuting  spirit  no  further 
evidence  need  be  adduced  than  the  fact,  that  by  his 
sanguinary  judgments,  Ayers^  ^i^gj/y  Norrice^  and 
the  amiable  Bilney  were  consigned  to  the  flames,  for 
only,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  expressing  those  senti- 
ments, which,  as  they  were  sanctioned  by  conscience^ 
they  had  a  right  to  suppose  w^re  the  dictates  of  truth. 
He  died  January  14.  1535.  In  his  time  Chorepiscopi 
were  first  appointed  by  act  of  parliament;  their  oiSce 
answering  to  that  of  suffragan,  whicb^  prior  to  that 
2  Y  2 

*  That  year  the  king  and  queen,  with  theif  eldest  ton  Arthur  prince 
gf  Wales,  and  Margaret  oountets  of  Richmond,  the  king*s  mother,  vuit- 
etl  Lynn,  and  were  lodged  at  the  Austin  monastery,  on  the  site  of  whicii 
Mr.  Riflhton's  house  now  stands.  The  occasion  of  this  royal  Yisit  wo 
know  no t« 
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period,  had  been  chosen  at  the  discretion  of  the  diocesan. 
While  this  bishop  bore  sway,  as  master  and  lord  of 
Lynn,  there  was  among  the  aldermen  here  a  very  re- 
markable person,  whose  name  was  Thomas  Miller.  He 
was  mayor  of  the  town  six  or  seven  years,  but  not  six 
or  seven  times;  for  the  first  time  he  was  in  the  office  for 
four  years  successively,  viz.  1520  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing years.  He  wfis  mayor  again  in  15S9,  and  again 
in  1546,  the  hist  of  Henry  VIII.  That  he  was  a  man 
of  spirit  and  intrepidity  i^ypears  by  his  contending  with 
his  lord,  the  bishop,  about  the  right  of  having  the  sword 
carried  before  him,  which  his  lordship,  it  se^ns,  ob« 
jected  to,  and  claimed  as  his  own  proper  and  exclusive 
right  and  prerogative^  Our  ma^or  and  the  corporation, 
not  satisfied  with  this,  went  boldly  to  law  with  their 
lordly  master,  on  the  occasion,  and  carried  their  cause; 
which  determined  and  established  the  point,  a^id  the 
sword  has  been  carried  before  their  worships,  the  mayors 
of  Lynn,  ever  since,  without  any  further  demur  or  liti- 
gation. It  appears  indeed  that  it  would  have  so  hap* 
pened,  in  no  long  time  after,  had  the  said  law-suit,  or 
legal  decision  not  taken  place;  for  the  king,  in  theconrse 
of  a  few  years,  thought  proper  to  require  of  this  same 
bishop  the  relinquishment  and  surrender  of  his  supremacy, 
or  dominion  over  Lynn,  for  such  valuable  considera- 
tions as  his  majesty,  in  his  princely  wisdom,  saw  fit  to 
grant  or  allow  him,  by  way  of  exchange  or  remunera- 
tion. To  this  his  lordship  readily  acceded;  for  he 
must  have  known  the  king  too  well  to  suppose  that  it 
would  have  been  any  way  safe  for  him  to  have  done 
otherwise.    But  he  died  soon  after,  and  before  the  af- 
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fair  was  fully  condaded.  The  actual  surrender,  there* 
fore,  and  probably  under  some  new  arrangements,  was 
left  to  be  executed  by  his  immediate  successor,  the  no 
less  memorable 

33.  William  Rugg,  or  R^ppesy  fortieth  abbot  of 
St.  Bennet's  in  Holme,  and  native  of  North  Repps,  in 
this  county,  where  his  father,  of  both  hb  names,  is  said 
to  have  resided,     fie  had  his  education  at  Cambridge, 
and  was»  fellow  of  Gonvill  Hall  in  that  university .  After 
beiqg  abbot  of  St.  Sennet's  ^bout  six  years,  he  was 
promoted  to  this  see,  by  way  of  rec^mpence,  as  some 
^eem'to  think,  for  the  part  he  had  acted  among  the 
Cambridge  divines,  in  obtaining  from  that  university 
the  judgment  his  majesty  wished,  respecting  hb  mar^ 
riage  with  queen  Catherine.    Tbey  might  also  sup^ 
pose,  that  his  being  a  warm  and  stanch  stickler  for  th^ 
king's  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  and  influencing  those 
of  hb  convent  to  subscribe  to  the  same,  in  1534,  were 
additional  recommendations  that  contributed  to  hb  pro« 
motion.    But  when  we  consider  the  bard  terms,  or  hur 
miliating  conditions,  on  which  he  was  to  obtain,  or  hold 
hb  episcopal  dignity,  (that  b,  by  lelinqubhing   the 
greatest  part  of  the  revenue  and  possessions  attached  to 
hb  see,)  it  will  not  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  prove  that 
any  favour  was  intended  by  thb  preferment,  and  much 
less  a  recompence  or  teward  for  former  services:  thb 
was  certainly  very  different  from  Henry's  wonted  man- 
ner of  using  his  favourites,  and  rewarding  hb  approved 
servants.     But  thb  point  is  too  uninteresting  to  merit 
any  further  discussion.— Abbot  Rugg  being  promoted 
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to  the  see  of  Norwich  in  1536,  he,  by  virtue  of  a  pri- 
Tate  act  of  parliament,  parted  with  all  the  landsof  his 
bishopric,  except  the  site  of  hb  episcopal  palace  in 
Norwich,  to  the  king,  by  way  of  exchange  for  the  rev- 
enues belonging  to  the  abbey  of  Holme  and  priory  of 
Hickling;  which  last  being  soon  after  alienated  by  him, 
the  whole  income,  since  his  time,  appertaining  to  the 
tee  o(  Norwich,  has  been  only  the  estate  of  Holme  mo- 
nastery, which  his  successors  still  enjoy,  according  to 
the  purport  of  the  said  act,  which,  continuing  Ainre<i 
pealed,  gave  occasion  to  bishop  Montague,  in  the  time 
of  Charles  I.  to  subscribe  himself,  in  his  leases,  ^^Rick- 
ardy  by  divine  permission^  lard  bishop  of  Normchj  and 
Head  Abbot  of  St.  Benedicts  de  Jlulm.  Theexchange 
of  the  lands  of  the  bishopric,  for  those  of  the  Abbey  of 
St.  Benedict's  and  priory  of  Hickling,  is  said'  to  have 
been  made  by  abbot  Rugg  some  months  before  his  elec- 
tion to  the  see  of  Norwich,  *  though  not  before  his  pro- 
motion til  it  her  had  been  predetermined.  We  are  fur- 
ther informed  that  this  prelate  alienated  from  his  bishop* 
ric,  not  only  the  priory  of  Hickling,  but  many  good 
manors  besides,  belonging  to  the  abbey,  some  by  aln 
solute  gift,  others  upon  trifling  exchanges,  and  gave 
long  lea:<es,  so  that,  at  last,  he  was  unable  to  maintain 
the  s»tate  of  the  bishopric,  and  forced  to  resign,  with  an 
annual  pension  of  200  marks.  He  seems  to  have  been 
a  singularly  improvident  and  thoughtless  prelate,  and 
very  difierent  from  most  of  that  order,  who  seldom  lose 
sight  of  their  terrestrial  interests,  or  temporal  concerns, 

*  Sccl^ourofliorGDlk  286 ,  &c.  also  Beaut,  of  Engl,  as  before. 
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whatever  they  may  do  as  to  those  that  are  of  an  eternal 
nature.  After  having  resigned  the  see  for  the  paltry 
pittance  of  SOO  marks,  or,  as  some  say,  200/.  jper  an« 
num,  he  died  in  1550.  In  allusion  to  the  straits  and 
difficulties  to  which  his  manifest  and  manifold  indiscre- 
tions had  reduced  him,  one  of  the  members  or  officers  of 
his  houshold  is  said  io  have  made  the  following  verses 
on  his  resignation: 

Poor  Willy  thou  rugged  art  and  ragged  all: 

Thy  mhhey  cannot  bless  thee  in  such  (ame^ 
To  keep  a  pallace  ^r  and  stately  hall. 

When  gone  ftom  thence  what  should  maintaine  the  same. 

First  pay  thy  debts,  and  hence  return  to  eeU^ 

And  pray  the  blessed  ttmU  whom  thou  dost  serve^ 

That  others  may  maintaine  the  pallaee  well; 
For  ifraoo  stayst,  we  all  are  like  to  surre. 

The  convent,  or  abbey  of  St.  Benedict's,  appears  to 
have  been  his  chief  palace,  or  place  of  residence,  dur« 
ing  the  whole  time  of  his  sustaining  the  episcopal  cha- 
racter: afler  which  it  soon  went  into  decay,  and  ceased 
to  be  the  residence  of  his  cltoccessors;  with  whom  how« 
ever  we  have  no  further  concern,  as  they  were  no  longer 
the  temporal  lords  and  masters  of  Lynn.  Heretherefore 
ends  this  episcopal  catalogue ;  which  exhibits  a  pretty 
long  list  of  names,  though  but  few  among  them  appear 
to  have  merited  the  praise  and  benediction  of  their  con- 
ttmporade8|Or  the  vim^rationaud  imitation  of  posterity. 
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S^tate  of  Lynn  preriously  tnd  subsequently  to  its  becoming  a  eorpe- 
rate  town,  or  (Vee  borough,  with  general  remarks  on  that  event,  and  on 
the  pregressive  sUte  of  society  iu  the  towns  and  cities  of  this  country,  as 
well  as  at  Lynn,  in  those  times. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  eicact  state  of  this  town, 
m  the  nature  of  its  police,  and  the  social  condition  of 
its  inhabitants,  not  only  before  and  at  the  Conquest,  but 
also  for  a  good  while  after,  any  further  than  that  its  po* 
pulation  apjiears  to  have  then  consisted  chiefly,  if  not 
entirely,  of  the  bishop's  slaves  or  vassals,  governed  by 
such  agents  or  officers  as  he  thought  proper  to  appoint, 
whose  administration,  as  may  be  reasonably  presumed, 
would  not  always  be  of  the  mildest,  or  most  equitable 
and  unexceptionable  description.  Had  there  been  now 
in  existence  regular  and  authentic  ftcords  of  the  afiairs 
of  the  town,  in  those  days,  we  should  probably  discover 
that  its  police,  at  least  the  spirit  of  it,  bore  but  too  much 
resemblance  to  oiir  present  West  Indian  jurisprudence. 
Slaves,  in  those  ages,  seem  to  have  constituted  the  bulk  of 
of  our  population ;  and  wcfre,  in  all  probability,  the  off- 
spring of  the  lower  orders  of  the  original  inhabitants, 
whose  lives  had  been  spared,  when  the  Anglo-Saxons 
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over-run  and  conquered  the  country,  on  condition  of  sub- 
mitting to  perpetual  servitude*  Such  seems  to  have 
been  the  origin  o#  those  slaves  of  differen|t  descriptioiis 
which  foroserljr  abounded  in  this  country  for  many 
tiges  *  Those,  in  country  places,  were  the  cultivators 
of  the  soil,  or  tillers  of  the  ground  ;  and  in  the  towns, 
they  were  the  tradesmen  j  mebhanics,  atrti^cers,  and  la- 
bourers. In  short,  both  in  the  towns  and  in  country 
places  all  useful  employments  were  occupied  by  them. 
As  to  their  masters,  the  hobility,  gentry,  and  every  de- 
scription of  military  men^  who  constituted  the  great  or 
main  body  of  repute  freemen,  they  were  all  above  en- 
gaging in  any  such  employments.  War  and  the  chace 
were  the  only  occupations  that  were  deemed  worthy 
of  them  ;  and  tliere  lay  the  whole  stock  or  sum  of  their 
knowledge  and  acquirements.  Literature  of  every  kind  ' 
they  usually  set  at  nought ;  scorning  to  learn  so  mudh 
as  to  write  their  own  names,  as  an  attainment  that  would 
be  too  degr^ing  for  an  English  gentleman.  Under 
mkck  beings,  how  unenviable,  miserable,  and  deplorable 
must  have  been  the  condition  of  the  enslaved  or  unftee 
part  of  the  community. 

• 
Of  the  original,  low,  and  servile  state  of  the  inhabitants 
of  our  English,  and  other  European  towns,  and  tbeif 
progress  from  thraldom  to  freedom,  no  one  has  perhaps 
given  a  juster  account  than  Dr.  Adam  Smiih,  in  the 
second  volume  c^  his  cdebrated  Inquiry  into  the  Nature 
and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations.  He  there  ob- 
#ervet  that  the  inhabitants  ot  cities  and  towns,  aflef  ih» 

2  z 
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fall  of  (he  RiHiian  Empire^  yreie  not  more  foyomed  tfaaa 
those  of  the  counity.  <<  They  consisted^  indeed,  of 
a  yery  diflferent  order  of  people  from  the  first  inhabitaiito 
of  th^ancient  republicks  of  Greece  and  Italy.  Thesebtft 
were  composed  chiefly  of  the  proprietors  of  lands,  among 
whom  the  public  territory  was  originally  divided,  and 
who  found  it  convenient  to  build  their  houses  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  one  anoll^r,  ai|d  to  surround  them 
with  a  wall,  for  the  sake  of  common  defence.  Aflef 
the  fall  of  the  Roman  empii^,  on  the  contrary,  the  prcK 
prietors  of  land  seem  generally  to  have  lived  in  fortified 
castles  on  their  own  estates,  *and  in  the  ipidst  of  their 
own  tenants  and  dependants.  The  towns  were  chiefly 
iahabitad  by  tradesmen  and  mechanics,  who  seemed  ia, 
those  days  to  haye  been  servile,  or  very  nearly  of  aar^ 
vUe  condition.  The  privileges  wjhkh  wc  find  granted 
by  ancient  charters  to  the  inhabitants  of  some  af  the 
principal  towns  in  Europe,  sufficiently  shew*  what  thc^ 
were  before  these  grants.  The  people  to  whom  it  ia 
gKsmU^  as  a  pifivijl(^^  th^^t  tiiey  might  give  away  their 
pWA^Aughtersj^  marriage  without  <Aie  consent  of  their 
lord,  that  upon  their  death,  their  own  cbildjien,  and  not 
their  lord,  should  succeed  to  thei/  goods,  and  that 
they  might  dispose  of.  their  own  effects  by  vrill,  must, 
before  those  grants,  have  been  either  altogether,  or  very 
near^f  in  the  same  state  of  viltanage  with  the  occupiers 
of  land  in  the  country.  They  seem,  indeed,  to  have 
beenairery  poor,  me^ns^  of  people,  who  used  to  tsavel 
about  witb  their  goods  frOm  place  to  place,  and  ftom 
ftir  to  fiiir,  like  the  hawkers  andpedlers  of  the  present^ 
times,     in  all  the  different  fsountries  of  Eigrope  theo. 
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in  the  same  maimer  as  in  several  of  the  Tartar  govern- 
ments  of  Asia  at  present,  taxes  used  to  be  levied  upon 
the  peiisons  and  goods  of  travellers,  "when  they  passed 
through  certain  manors,  when  they  went  over  certain 
bridges,  when  they  carried  about  their  goods  from  place 
to  place  in  a  fair,  when  they  erected  in  it  a  booth  or 
stall  to  sell  them  in.  These  different  taxes  were  known 
in  England  by  the'names  of  passage,  pontage,  lastage^ 
and  stallage.  Sometimes  the  kiiig,  sometimes  a  great 
lord,  would  grant  to  particular  traders,  to  such  par* 
ticularly  as  lived  in  their  own  demesnes,  a  general  ex- 
emption from  such  taxes.  Such  traders,  though  in 
other  respects  of  servUe  condition,  were  upon  this  acm 
count  odled  Free-traders.  They  in  return  usually  paid 
to  their  protector  a  sort  of  annual  poll  tax.  In  those 
dafys  protection  was  seldom  granted  without  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  this  tax  might,  perhaps,  be  consid- . 
ered  as  compensation  for  what  their  patrons  might  lose 
by  their  exemption  from  other  taxes.  At  first,  both 
those  poll-taxes  and  those  exemptions  seem  to  have  been 
altogether  personal,  and  to  have  affected  only  particular 
individuals,  during  either  their  lives,  or  the  pleasure 
of  their  protectors.  In  the  very  imperfect  accounts 
which  have  been  published  from  Domesday-book,  of 
several  of  the  towns  of  England,  mention  is  frequently 
made,  sometimes  of  the  tax  which  particular  burghers 
paid,  each  of  them,  either  to  the  king,  or  to  some  other 
great  lord,  for  this  sort  of  protection;  and  sometimes  of 
(be  general  amount  only  dfaU  these  taxes.  *'  * 

2  a  2 

*  S««  Smith's  In^ttri]r>  ^  101.  H«  idfo  aUtnw  l^t  how  senite  to- 
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<^Thatpiurt  of  the  king^s  reyenue  nvBiph  ar^se  frara 
such  poll-taxes  in  any  particular  tpwn,  u$e4  common- 
iy  to  be  lett  in  farm,  during  a  term  of  years  fof  a  ront 
certain,  sometimes  to  the  sheriff  qfthp  county,  andsofne 
limes  to  other  perspn$.  The  Imrgl^ers  theii)selTes  fter'* 
quently  got  credit  enoug}i  to  be  admitted  to  farm  the 
revenues  of  this  sort  which  arose  from  their  own  town, 
they  becoming  jointly  and  severally  answerable  for  th^ 
n  hole  rent. "  In  return,  being  sallowed  io  collect  it  io 
their  own  way,  and  to  pay  it  into  the  king*s  exchequer 
by  the  hands  of  their  own  bailiflF,  they  would  b0altogeUiei 
freed  from  the  insolence  of  the  king's  officers;  a  circun^ 
stance  in  tho^  days  of  no  small  importance. 

^^At  first,  the  farm  of  the  town  was  lett  to  the  burghers, 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  had  been  io  other  farmers,  for 
a  term  of  years  only.  In  process  of  time,  however,  it 
seems  to  have  become  the  general  practice  to  mnt  it  to 
tliem  in  fee,  that  is  for  ever,  resorvin^  a  rent  certain, « 
never  afterwards  io  be  augmented.  The  payment  hav- 
ing thus  become  perpetual,  the  exemptions,  in  return 
for  which  it  was  made,  n^tumlly  became  perpetual  too. 
Those  exemptions,  therefore,  ceased  to  be  perscmal} 
and  could  not  afterwards  be  considered  as  belonging  to 
individuals  as  individuals,  but  as  burgesses  of  a  paiti- 
fDuIar  burgh,  which,  upon  this  9CC0unt^  was  called  a 
Free*burgh,  for  the  same  reason  that  they  had  been  call? 
ed  Frec-burghers  or  Free-traders.    Along  with  this 

ever  may  have  ^a  od^inally  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  tho 
lowns,  they  yet  arriv^  at  liberty  and  independence  much  earlier  than 
|he  occupiers  of  land  in  the  country. 
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gr^nt,  the  important  priviliges  above  ipentioncd^  that 
ihcy  miglit  give  away  Iheir  own  daughters  in  marriage, 
tlmt  their  children  slipuld  succc^  tliem^  and  that  they 
might  dispose  of  their  own  efTepts  by  will,  were  gene- 
jicrally  bestowed  upon  the  burghers  of  the  town  to  whom 
it  was  given.  The  principal  attribute?  of  villanage  and 
slavery  being  (hys  taken  away  from  tbepi)  they  now, 
pt  least,  became  really  free  ii>  our  present  sense  of  tlie 
word  Frecdom.--Npr  was  ih\^  all..  They  were  gene- 
plly  at  the  same  time  erected  into  a  <:ommpnAlity,  pr  cor- 
poration, with  the  privilege  of  having  magistrates  and 
a  town-council  of  their  own,  of  making  bye-laws  for 
their  own  government,  of  building  walls  for  their  own 
defence,  and  of  reducing  all  their  inhabitants  under  a 
sojrt  of  military  discipline,  by  obliging  them  to  watch 
and  ward;  thatis^  jEts  antiently  understood,  to  guard  and 
defend  those  walls  .agairist  all  attacks  and  surprises,  by 
night  as  well  as  by  day.  |n  England  they  were  gene* 
rally  exempted  from  suit  iq  the  fiundnnl  j^d  country 
courts^  and  all  such  pleas  as  should  arise  among  them^ 
^he  pleas  of  the  crown  excepted,  were  left  to  the  decis- 
ion of  their  own  magistrate.  ''  * 

For  the  origin  of  corporate  towns,  in  thiscountry,  wpate 
generally  referred  ^  pip  tifpes  of  which  we  are  ntw  treat- 
ing, that  is,  the  ages  subQequent  to  the  Conquest;  and  yet 
it  seems  to  be  very  evident  from  the  old  book  called  The 
Mknmr^  (hat  there  existed  here  some  towns  of  that  de- 

*  ^mUhy  11  befi>re«  104*  Amoog  the  other  pdoelpil  works  that  re- 
late to  these  mitten  are  Mados  Firma  Burgi,  and  Brady's  historical 
treatise  of  cities  and  boroughs. 
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6cription  even  as  early  as  the  days  of  Alfred:  f  but  tbejr 
were  probably  few,  and  disregarded  afterward,  if  not 
entirely  disannulled;  till  a  good  while  after  the  accesfion 
and  establishment  of  the  Norman  dynasty:  nor  can  we 
learn  scarcely  any  thing  of  the  cause  and  object  crf'UieiF 
formation,  or  the  nature  and  principles  of  their  oonsti« 
tutions.  The  case  is  otherwise  as  to  those  corj^orations. 
formed  since  the  Conquest;  which  seems  to  apply  to  all 
those  that  now  exist  in  this  country:  it  is  not  so  difficult  to 
find,  or  make  out,  how  and  why  they  were  formed;  and 
it  is  with  them  only  that  we  have  here  any  concern.  Be- 
fore they  Sprung  up  the  feudal  system  was  in  its  full  and 
utmost  vigour;  and  the  power  of  the  country  was  divi- 
ded beitweep  the  sovereign  and  the  barons,  or  great  lords; 
and  the  latter  were  sometimes  an  over  match  for  the  fatn 
met.  As  a' counter-balance  or  check  to  the  formidable 
and  enormous  power  of  the  barons,  the  incorporatioa  of 
the  great  towns  and  cities  seems  chiefly  to  have  been  re- 
sorted to,  or  adbpted.  At  least  this  appears  to  havQ 
been  the  case  as  far  as  any  gooil  policy,  and  not  mere 
caprice,  had  any  share  in  the  bqsiness:  for  justice  and 
humanity,  or  a  desire  to  enlarge  the  liberty,  and  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  people  were  totally  out  of  the  question. 
These  were  motives  too  sublime  and  godlike  to  enter  in- 
to tbe  (fonteitiplation  of  the  English  kings  and  ^courtiers 
of  those  days. 

.  But  the  said  measure,  whatever  might  be  its  cause 
and  object,  or  the  motive  for  its  adoption,  appears  to 
|iave  produced  very  salutaty  efiects :  fbr  by  forming 

t  See  Political  Review  for  Deceinl)^^  1409. 
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cities  and  towns  into  corporations,  and  conferring  on 
them  the  privileges  of  mnnidpai  jurisdiction,  the  first 
check  was  given  to  the  overwhelming  evils  of  the  feudal 
qrstem:  and  under  their  influence  freedom  and  indepen* 
dence  began  to  peep  forth,  from  the  rigours  of  shivery, 
and  the  miseries  of  oppression.    To  be  free  of  any  corr 
poration,  however,  was  not  then,  as  at  present,  merely  .. 
to  enjoy  some  privilege  in  trade,  or  tp  exercise  the 
night  of  voting  on  particular  occasions,  but  it  was  to  be 
exempt  from  the  intolerable  hardships  of  feudal  service ; 
to  have  the  right  of  disposing  both  of  person  and  pro- 
perty, and  to  be  governed  by  laws  intended  to  promote 
the  general  good,  and  not  to  gratify  the  ambition  and 
avarice  of  individuals.    <<  These  laws,  however  rude 
and  imperfect,  tended  to  afford  security  to  property, 
and  encourage  men  to  habUs  of  industry.    Thus  com- 
merce, with  every  pmamental  and  useftd  art,  began  first 
in  corporate  bodies  to  animate  society.    But  in  those 
dark  ages  force  was  necessary  to  defend  the  claims  of 
industry  I   and  such  a  force  the  municipal  societies 
possessed;  for  their  towns  were  not  only  defended  by 
walls  and  gates,  vigilantly  guarded  by  the  citizens,  but 
oflimes  at  the  head  of  their  fellow  freemen  in  arms,  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  other  officers,  marched  forth  in 
firm  array,  to  assert  their  rights,  defend,  their  proper- 
ty, and  teach  the  proudest  and  most  powerful  baron, 
that  the  humblest  freeman  was  not  to  be  injured  with 
impunity.    It  was  thus  the  commons  kamed  and  proved 
they  were  not  objects  of  contempt ;  nay,  that  they  weie 
bemgs  of  the  same  sjKlcies  as  the  greatest  lords.* 

•  Sm  Mpnthly  R«t.  fot  AugoU  1^0^^  p.  44^ 
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In  this  cotfniry  the  king  is  said  to  be  the  fountsin  of 
honour;  and  such  he  was  to  the  incorporated  towns  and 
ditieSi  From  htm  they  derived  their  chartered  and 
mmiicipal  privileges^  and  td  fiim  they  owed  their  cman* 
cipation  from  their  former  bondage,  crtr  manumission 
fonn  feudal  servRude*  Though  these  iDyal  acts  ap- 
pear to  hare  proceeded  from  no  generous  or  noble  mo- 
tives^  such  as  the  love  4ifju6lice^  or  a  regard  for  liber- 
ty, bht  rather  iVom a sdfish  and  sordid  policy;  yet,  as 
they  proved  of  vast  benefit  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
towns  and  cities,  they  strongly  attached  them  to  the 
throne,  and  greatly  added  to  the  power  and  resources  of 
tlie  sovereign.  The  aversion  atid  contempt  manifiested 
by  the  nobles  towards  this  netr  body  of  freemen,  tended 
to  promote  still  further  their  attachment  and  subservien- 
cy to  the  court.  The  lords  despised  the  burghers,  whom 
they  (^nsidered  not  only  as  of  a  different  order,  but 
as  a  parcel  of  emancipated  slaves,  almost  of  a  diflerent 
species  from  themselves^  •^bc  wealth  of  the  burghers 
never  failed  to  provoke  their  envy  and  indignation,  and 
they  plundered  them  on  every  occasion  withmit  mercy 
or  remorse.  The  burghers  naturally  hated  and  feared 
the  lords.  The  king  hated  and  feared  them  too  ;  but, 
though  perhaps  he  might  despise,  he  hkd  no  reason  either 
to  hate  or  fear  the  burghers.  Mutual  interest,  therefore, 
disposed  them  to  support  the  king,  and  the  king  to 
support  them  against  the  lords.  They  were  the  enemies 
of  his  enemies,  and  it  was  his  interest  to  render  them  as 
secur0  and  independent  of  those  enemies  as  he  could. 
By  granting  them  magistrates  of  their  own,  the  privi-" 
lege  of  making  bye-Iaws  for  their  own  government, 
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tint  of  buMdiog  walls  for  their  own  defeace,  and  tbat 
of  reducing  all  their  inhabitants  undar  a  sort  of  military 
dicipline^  he  gaye  them  all  the  means  of  security  and- 
independency  of  the  barons,  \\hk'h  it  was  in  bis  power 
to  bes^>w.  Without  the  establishment  of  some  regu** 
lar  government  of  this  kind,  without  some  authority  to 
to  compel  their  iahabitaots  to  act  according  to  some 
certain  plan  or  system^  no  voluntary  league  of  mutual 
defence  could  either  have  afforded  them  any  permanent 
security,  or  have  enabled  them  to  give  the  king  any 
permaoeirt  support.  By  granting  the  fium  of  their 
town  in  fee,  he  took  away  from  those  whom  he  wbhed 
to  hftve  for  his  friends,  and,  if  one  may  say  so,  for  his 
allies,  all  ground  of  jealousy  and  suspicion,  that  he  was 
ever  afterwards  to  oppress  them,  either  by  raising  the 
fiNrm  rent  of  their  town,  or  by  granting  it  to  some  other 
fiumer.* 

The  amsed  force,  with  which  the  towns  now  furnish* 
cd  ttemseives,  must  have  psoduced  a  very  material 
change  in  the  state  of  the  kingdom.  Thb  new  order 
ot  warriors,  or  trained  bands  of  the  towns,  seem  not  to 
^  have  been  inferior  to  'those  of  the  country ;  and  as  they 
could  be  more  readily  assembled  on  any  emergency, 
fhey  are  said  to  have  frequently  had  the  advantage  in 
tbeur  disputes  with  the  neighbouring  lords.  In  some 
parts  of  the  continent  they  became  so  powerful  and  sue* 
cessfiil  as  to  subdue  the  nobles  in  their  vicinity,  and 
I  the  cities  to  which  they  belonged  to  form  them* 
3  A 
•  Smitbf  u  before^  p.  106» 
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aelves  into  independeBt  repobKcks.  But  io  England, 
ihe  citicB  and  burghs  had  no  dpportamty  fo  become 
enllreljr  independei^.  TbeybeeaaBie,  however^  so  oon« 
atdMable,  as  br.  Smith  observes^  that  the  sor^eign 
could  impose  no  tax  upon  thto,  beside  the  stated 
fiurm*rent  of  the  town/  'witbodt  their  own  ddtisent. 
They  urere^  IheiefiMe,  callM  upon  to  sebd  depitties  to- 
the  general  assembly  of  the  states  g^  the  fcingdonii  where 
th^y  might  join  wUh  the  dergy  and  the  barons  in  grant-  * 
ing,  upon  ui|^t  occasimis, .  some  extraordinanry  aid  to 
the  king«  Being  generally,  too^  more  fevourd^e  to  his 
power,  their  deputies  seem,  some  times,  to  have  been 
employed  by  him  as  a  counterbalance,  in  Aiose  asmn- 
blies,  to  the  authority  of  the  great  lords.*  Hence,  as 
it  seems,  the  origin  of  the  represcntatidn  of  burghs  in 
o|ir  parliaments. 

* 
However  useless  or  objectionable  our  modem  buigbs 
or  corporate  towns  may  be,  it  must  be  Idiowed  that 
they  were  originally  pfo(]ttctive  of  no  inoonsidenble 
national  advantages.     In  them,  as  has  been  observed  by 
t|^e  writer  last  mentioned,  order  and  good  government 
together  with  the  liberty  and  security  6f  iddivsduals,. 
were  established  at  a  time  when  the  occupiers  of  land 
in  the  country  were  exposed  to  every  kind  of  violence. 
That  industry  also,  which  aims  at  something  more  than ' 
necq^sary  subsistence  was  found  in  them  before  it  was 
commonly  practised,  or  did  exist  among  the  country 
farmers.     <^  If  in  th^  hands  of  a  poor  cuitivat<nr,  ap^ 
pressed  with  the  servitude  of  villanage,  scmie  little 

••  Smith,  as  before,  p.  lOS. 
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^stock.  should  accumttliite,  he  would  naturally  conceal 
ity  with  greai  care,  irom  his  master,  to  whom  it  would 
oi(ierwise  hav^  beloi^ed,  and  take  the  first  opportuni- 

.  ty  qf  running  away  to  a  town.  The  law  was,  at  that 
time,  so  indulgent  to  the  itihabitaiitt  of  towns,  and  so 
desirous  of  diminishing  the  authority  i>f  the  lords,  over 
those  of  the  country,  that  if  he  could  conceal  himself 
there,  from  the  pursuit  of  the  lord,  for  a  year,  he  wis 
free  for  ever.  Whatever  stock  therefore  accumulated 
in  tl^  hands  of  the  ind4|st|ious  port  pf  t^ie  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  naturally  took  refuge  in  cities,  as  the 
only  sanctuaries  tn  which  it  pould  be  secure  to  tl|e 
person  that  i^uir^  it/'*  Thus  it  appears  the  cities 
and  towns  were  then  replenished  with  inhabitants  from 

'  the  industrious  and  tofast  valqable  part  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  and  not,  a3  is  too  often  t|ie  case  ifi 
pur  time,  from  the  inost  idle,  profligate,  and  worth- 
legs, 

From  what  has  been  already    said  of  the  motiice 

or  policy  that  seems  to  have  given  birth  to  our  bur^h- 

system,,  it  might  naturally  be    expected  that  those 

princes,  who  lived  upon  the  worst  terms  with  their  ba- 

*rons,  would  be  the  most  ready    and  active  promoters 

of  it,  and  the  most  liberal  in  their  grants  of  municipal 

immunities.    This,  at  lea^,  appears  to  have  been  the 

case:  and  we  find  our  king  John,  for  example,  and 

jmwuty  add,  his  sod,  and  successor,  Henbt  III.  were 

jnosi  mnniioent  beneiactors  to  those  towns  ;  of  which 

8  A  « 

•  Smith,  llO. 
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Lyn^intyl^nieoiimiedasoBenolabbifataiiee.  Thii 
towa  owes^  to  those  two  soveretgos,  its  poltlical  le^emp* 
tioD,  or  devalion  to  the  lank  of  a  corporate  U>wn»  <Hr 
fiee  boTQugb.  Tbe  era  pf  its  aniviag  at  this  hi^|  aa4 
l^roud  distinction^  was  th^  l^Sth  ceotufy ;  whereas  it 
uras,  before  tha^  p^ripd|  the  Buiseml^  abodp  oi  a  hovd^ 
pf  slaves^  the  vsAals-  of  the  kwd  bishops  of  the  see  oa 
wbicb  it  is  situated. 

Bat  though  Lynn  s^cquired  then  the  r^k  and  denq* 
mination  pf  a  free  burgb^  it  doe^  not  appear^  tht^  it 
also  became  possessed  of  equa)  freedom  from  baronial 
dominatipn,  and  feudal  ya^alage^  with  all  thereof 
our  corporate  towns ;  or^  that  it  adualljr  arrived  af  that 
state  or  degree  of  liberty,  for  a  Yery  long  w  hile  afler| 
even  till  the  reign  pf  Benrjf  VIII.*  about  SOOyeais 
Jtfter  it  had  been  firi^t  declared  a  free  burgh  by  l^lng 
^ofi^  and  his  successor.  The  timp  when  it  acquired 
the  name  pfjr£yrg*i  Lynn^  seems,  therefoie,  to  be  the 
true  era  of  its  actual,  and  entire  liberation  from  itf 
former  feudal  incumbrances.  Lynn  then  is  a  place 
where  the  memory  of  the  last  Henry  ought  to  be  hd4 
'dear,  and  ^here  he  should  be  commemorate  as  coo 
of  its  best  benefactors^  These,  however^  are  circom^ 
stances,  not  generally  adverted  to ;  but  they  seem  to 
be  real  matters  pf  £ict,  and  may  deserve  here  soqie 
elucidation. 

Kiqg  «/bibf,  gvaiHtng  io  Lynn  its  charter  bfisooirpo- 
ration  at  the  instance  of  bishop  (7rty,  who  fiad*  so  inch 
interest  with  him,  and  to  whom  he  had  very  great  ob« 
ligations,  was  not  likely  toaltonpt  to  deprive  him  of 
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his  biroQtal  rights^  or  suprefloe  powe|r  and  jorisdictioiji 
ip,  this  (owii :  nor  do  Yie  kjiow  that  tlia  bUbopvas  at 
all  di9po^  to  reliii9ui»h  Ibe  sa^ne.  Wie  accordingly 
^nd  an  express  clause  in  tbe  royal  cliart^r,  saving*  to 
the  said  bfshop  and  his  succesifors^  thp  liberties^  ^c. 
which  had  previously  belonged  to  fhfi  bishops  of  NoT'^ 
wich.  That  jthis  wa^  jinderstopd  as  securing  tQ  tho 
bishops  ^heir  fori^er  rights  ancjl  aathority  in  tbi^  iowoy 
m^y  b^  inferred  from  the  geue^l  condupt  of  the  sucr 
ceeding  prelates  for  m^y  generalfoi^^  whp  seem  to 
have  l^ecn  uniformly  striving  to  retain  amd  perpetua^s 
tb|e  said  rights  and  antbority,  and  keep  the  fnhabitapta 
in  tbeir  original  state  of  subj^tion  tp  tb^m*  Nor  did 
thje  mayo|r  and  corporation  appear,  at  all^  disp(^ed  to 
icpntestthp  p^inti^ritb  their  lordships,  except  in  very 
fisw  instances;  a|  ii^  the  time  of  bishops  Spender f 
Wakervngy  and  iyjur^  already  notiped.  There  sterns, 
also  to  have  been  some  stir^^  of  the  same  sort,  made  in 
the  time  of  bishop  Hurt^  or  L^hc^rtj  in  the  year  1446, 
and  the  corporation,  probably,  complained,  pr  appealed 
to  the  king,  (Henry  VL)  who  ^en  yistted  this  town, 
and  seems  to  have  favoured  the  cause  of  the  corporation; 
for  he  i^  said  to  have  ordered  the  sword  to  hp  carried 
before  the  mayor.  But  the  bishop  wpuld  not  lof^g  sub* 
mit  to  this  royal  order,  for  the  Y^ry  qext  year  be  |iad 
the  sword  carried  before  himself,  as  formerly,  the 
mayor  following^  as  pne  of  his  letinue  pr  municipal 
officers.* 

On  the  whole,  therefore.  It  seems  pretty  evident  that 

«9m  MackraU,  SS8. 
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though  Lynn  became  a  corporate  town,  and  was  de- 
clar6ia  free  bnrgh  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  13(h 
century,  yet  it  was  not  entirely  freed  from  the  tempo* 
ral  jurisdiction  of  the  bishop,  and^  the  hard  yoke  of. 
feudal  domination,  and  so  did  not  attain  to  equal  tiber* 
iy  and  independence  with  the  generality  of  our  English 
boroughs  till  a  good  part  Of  the  I6th  century  had 
elapsed.  We  accordingly  find  that  the  mayot  and  cor- 
poration,^ in  the  mean  time,  or  during  most  part  of  it, 
seemed  perfectly  ready  to  approve  as  well  as  profess 
themselv^  the  lordly  prelate's  humble  tenants  and  de» 
vout  bedesmen;  giving  him  tht  most  explicit  and  solemn 
assurance,  **  that  he  should  find  in  them  as  lowlt/  ten* 
ants  as  any  that  hngedto  him  within  his  lordships^  and 
that  their  bodies  as  wcB  as  goods  were  6htirely  at  his  ser- 
vice, &c.  agreeably  to  the  fcnoufof  Uie  above  memora- 
ble letter  io  bishop  Wakeiyng.  *_W^  may  therefore 
Tenture  to  affirm  that  this  toWn  was,  at  most,*  but  par* 
tially  libentted  froM  feudal  viass^lage,  till  (be  period 
above  specified;  that  is,  within  these  300  years;  before 
which  ttie  mayors  of  Lynn  Appeared,  or  might  justly  be 
considered,  as  the  bishops'  head-nicn,  chief  baili^,  or 
slave  drivct^;  and  the  aldermen  as  so  many  underlings, 
or  petty  officers,  implicitly  executing  his  lordship's  para* 
•mount  onJefs  or  conunands.— Though  the  Charters 
might  sometimes  be  thought  to  entitle  his  worship  and 
bis  brethren  to  greater  independence  and  a  higher  cha- 
racter, yet  till  then  it  does  not  seem  that  they  were  en- 
abled to  assume  their  prope  r  dignity  and  consequence, 

*  Ste  abovci  page  966. 
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The  bishops  being  so  powerful  here,  took  care  always 
to  manage  so  as  to  thwart  and  baffle  all  their  attefipts. 
Nor  did  there  seem  to  be  any  prospect  of  their  succeed- 
ing in  obtaining  their  proper  station  while  the  bishop 
continued  to  retain  a  paramount  sway  and  uncontrolled 
power  in  the  town.  This  the  kijig,  probably  saw :  and 
it  might  be  one,  if  not  the  chief  reason  of  his  requiring 
the  bishops,  NiarsnA-Rugg^  to  relinquish  their  oppres« 
sivc  jurisdiction  here.  However  that  might  be,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  his  majesty  deserved  well  of  this  corporation : 
and  whatever  their  ideas  or  feelings  may  have  been,  or 
may  now  be,  on  this  point,  it  must  be  said,  that  they 
ought  to  consider, !He72r^  among  the  very  chief  of  their 
royal  benefactors;  with  wfaomsuch  princes  as  Charlesuod 
James  the  second,,  can,  surely,  bear  no  comparison ;  is^ 
whom,  nevertheless,  statues  have  b^n  here  erected ! !  X 

*  X  of  the  spirit,  ofprinclple  that  dictated  the  erection  of  those  statuei 
U  pAy  noif  be  talcly  aaid»  tilMfe  it  yf^a  thofotighly  ?ile  and  dtsgncetVil. 
—What  better  caa  be  said  oC  the  spirit  th^t  was  so  predomiiiant  here 
dining  Pittas  adminlstratioh  and  execrable'  reign  of  terror^  when  all 
lyinest  Mtn  'n^hoi  scwy  depiecattd^  and  i«|^robated.hb  madbrain  sys- 
tem were  he}d  up  to  the  contempt  apd  derision  of  erery  political  cqk- 
ct>mb,  ah'd  eveA  to  the  fury  of  the  populace,  as  Jacobins  and  traitors  ?, 
lloM  .haft  fdmAdy.  dimeitometfting  xiawanto  justify hig  the  views  and 
principles  of  these  persecuted  people;  and  futurity  will  do  thrnn  stlU 
ampler  justice.' 'The  present  generation  is  likely  to  be  now  soon  con- 
yi^M  tlwt ,  their  pditict,'  ithitih  hav6  fwoA  so  bitterly  and*  ■  violently 
diecricd,  were  a  thousand  limes  more  wortl^y^of  adoption  than  tboM  of  • 
tfieir  malicious  opponents  and  revilers  :  and  posterity  will  npt^fai^  to  ' 
eillljbllin  tbstr  pfot>er.cotout8  the  exlrekie  tblly'btid  wrofigh^dedness 
of  the  ipea&ure^  t|iat  ihb  iU^tcd  countfy  hts  been  i^ursttios  Sut  (ho- 
last  eighteen  years'  and  upwards.  ,    - 
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mtmim^i^ifW^ 


f  ttrtlwr  cfbit^lfaftiim  the  tilftofy  of  Lynn  daring  tile  period  onder 
eontWeftieD  ■:  ■  pfo>tt>Hi  itetc  ^  the  Iowa,,  u  ti»  Its  iotemel  police 
end  municipel  economy  prevkniily  to  itt  beinf  deebireda  Aee  bmgh 
and  recekinf  its  fint  royal  cbetter  »cbangcg  cetolfiBf  firom  that  e- 
"lent""  ifiuifnfiiii  of  luiMninnif  eorniimrfi 

It  has  been  already  obsenred  that  hynn,  wat  a  f^aoe 
of  Gcmsiderable  trade,  and  of  growing  importaaoe  and 
opnknce^  at  and  befoie  the  Conquest*  Afiarviml  iti 
trade  kept  n^pidlj  inoieani^  and  in  theie^  of  jBlel« 
nrd  L  it  was  become  a  place  of  distingiusb^  .emiseQce^ . 
insomuch  that  it  was  ctUed  hf  WiUiaai  of  Newboigfaf 
who  lived  at  that  time,  <^a  noble  city,  or  a  city  of  note 
for  its  trade  and  commerce. '*  *  Fordgn  merduMls  ha4 
then  areguUur  established  connection  and  intercourse  with 
this  town^  and  (heir  stupe  and  saihm  firequented  it  ia 
great  numbers;  A  eonsideraUebody  of  Jews  abo  had 
s^Ued  here,  andmusthave  been  among  (he moit  adha 
and  useful  part  of  its  population;  which  further  cor* 
roborates  the  report  of  its  being  in  those  days  a  plaoe  of 
no  small  cmnmercial  note  and  coniequencej  for  thost 
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people  were  not  likely  to  selfte^  in  any  great  numbers, 
except  in  places  of  that  description.  ♦  Indeed  iC  seems 
ptetty  clear  and  certain  that  bblh  in  tbe  r^ign  of  Rich* 

SB 

*  The  Jews  were  then  very  nomerotis'in  thiseotintry,  ik  well  m 

Tery  opuleoty  andcontiitued  so  fbrno  short  period.    They  were  ge^ 

nerally  ill  used,  and  sometimes  underwent  the  most  cruel  and  base 

treatment.    Yet  on  some  occasions  they  met  with  different  and  better 

usage,  and  at  least  what  may  be  called  tbe  afpenmnce  oCflunucanil 

encouragement.    The  following  instance  is  not  a  little  remarkable  and 

itriking^«It  will  hardly  be  credited  [says  Andrews]  that,  in  124t, 

Henry  III  tasoed  writs  to  the  sherifl^,  ordering  thetn  to  convMie  i^ 

^Uament  of  Jewti  six  from  some  towns,  and  two  llrom  others.    The 

writs  <re  no«  extant  '  The  Jews  were  proud  of  this;  but  Henry  only 

Aeana  to  {U^nder  them.  **    The  httt  aaiertlon  it  proMily  too  tme. 

Henry  was  just  that  kind  of  man.    It  is  howerer  Very  little  known  tha^ 

he  was  beforehand  with  Bonaparte  in  conyeninf  a  Jewish  parliament 

or  Sanhedrim.   But  th6  oftiractetf  of  Vheie  two  potantatef  are  extreme* 

ly  dissimilar ,  and  so  probably  were  their  motives^  convening  the  Jewish 

delegates.— In  the  above  mentioned  reign  of  Richard  I.  the  Jews  were 

moBtfhaiaeftdly  and  cruelly  plundered  and  massacred  here  in  different 

placea.    In  the  guilt  and  infamy  of  those  foul  and  horrid  deeds  Lynn 

appears  to  have  been  deeply  implicated.    The  tragical  tale  is  related  by 

Pivkin  from  WilHam  of  Newburgh,  and  by  Mt^kreltnm,  HolUngshed^i 

It  states  that  one  of  the  Lynn  Jews  being  converted  to  chrittianityy  hia 

brethren  were  so  enraged  against  him,  that  they  resolved  to  kill  him 

whenever  they  had  an  opportunity.    Having  accordingly  met  him  one 

day  in  the  street,  they  instantly  fell  upon  him,  fully  intending  to  execute 

their  bloody  purpoae,  but  he  escaped  oat  of  their  hands,  and  fled  Into  the 

next  church;  they  followed  him  thither,  and  breaking  open  the  doon^ 

wouVd  have  taken  him  out  by  force.    Crowds  of  the  inhabitants,  with  a 

great  number  of  foreigners,  consisting  of  mariners  and  others,  who  traded 

here,  now  came  upon  them,  rescued  th)D  man,  and  drove  them  into 

their  own  houses.  The  townsmen  refrained  from  any  further  acts  of 

^oleoce,  fisarful  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  their  aovneigo,  who 

had  taken  the  Jews  under  his  protection;but  the  marinersand  the  other 

strangers  followed  them  to  their  own  dwellings,  massacred  them  thene^ 

plundered  their  houses  and  set  them  on  fire,  and  immediately  taking 

ahipping,  escaped  with  their  spoil.        Of  the  truth  ofsome  part  of  this 

story  some  doubt  may  very  reasonably  be  entertained.     It  is  not  very 

likely  that  the  Jews  should  act  as  is  here  represented  toward  their  coa« 

verted  brother,  as  they  could  not  be  insensible  of  the  extreme  risk  of 

«uch  m  conduct.    Nor  is  it  at  all  probable  that  the  town  rabble  should 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


398  HISTORY  OF  lynx. 

ard  and  that  of  his  brother  and  successor  John,  Lyna 
ranked  very  high  among' the  trading  towns  of  this  kiog- 
doni|  in  point  of  commercial  importance :  and  it  is  re- 
^rded  upon  midoubted  authority,  that  in  the  sixth  year 
of  the  last  of  those  two  reigns,  (the  date  of  our  first 
royal  charter)  the  tax  or  tallage  cf  the  kli^  at  Lynn, 
amounted  to  651/.  whereas  that  of  London  at  the  same 
tinoe  amounted  only  to  9361.  128.  M.  %  From  which 
we  may  infer  that  the  revenue  which  the  crown  then 
derived  from  the  trade  of  thb  town,  was  more  than  two 
fbirdsof  what  it  derived  from  that  of  London;  and  con- 
sequently that  the  trade  itself  of  this  town  did  in  the 
mean  time  bear  the  same  proportion  to  that  of  the  me- 
tropolis: which  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  the  case 
of  veiy  few  places,  if  any,  besides  in  the  kingdom.— 
Lynn  being  allowed  to  have  a  mint^  or  mints  for  the 
coining  of  money,  belonging  to  the  king  and  the  bishop, 

refrain  from  assisting  the  strangers  in  the  massatre  of  the  Jews,  or  die- 
fist  from  joining  them  in  plundering  andhurning  those  unhappy  pco- 
ple'i  houses.  Th5$e  may  be  presumed  to  he  additions  to  what  did  then 
really  happeti,  and  designed  for  the  purpose  of  exaggerating  the  conduct 
sbid  blackening  the  character  of  the  poor  Jews,  as  well  as  throwing  the 
Whole  blame  and  infamy  of  the  most  shocking  part  of  the  conduct  of 
the  opposite  party  on  those  foreign  mariners  and  other  strangers  who 
happened  to  be  then  in  the  town.  It  was  always  the  manner  of  the 
pretended  christians  of  those  days,  to  impute  some  previous  horrid  a- 
trocity  to  the  Jews,  in  order  to  blind  peopIe^s  eyes,  and  extenuate  their 
own  barbarous  and  diabolical  treatment  of  them.  Upon  the  whole  the 
plunder  and  massacre  of  the  Jews  seem  to  be  that  part  of  the  above 
story  which  ts  unquestionably  authentic.  But  Lynn  warnot  the  only 
place  in  England  where  the  Jews  were  then  so  treated.  The  brutal 
and  horrid  work  began  in  London,  whence  it  extended  to  Lynn  aod 
other  places,  eten  as  far  as  York,  where  it  ended  in  a  scene  mos^shock* 
iogly  tragical;  the  effects  of  which  proved  fatal  to  the  commeicial  pros- 
perity of  that  ancient  city See  Andrews,  1.  198. 

}  Parkin,  I2O3  whose  authority  b  M»dox*s  Hift.  of  the  Exchequer. 
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'^  has  heen  deemed  another  proof  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  the  town  at  that  period  • 

Of  the  government  of  Ljmni  or  its  mnnicipal  econo«* 
my  in  those  times,  very  little  is  known,  exoept  that  it 
appears  to  have  beeli  under  the  management  of  an  of- 
ficer who  bore  the  name  ofproDOiiy  who  doubtless  was 
iiomiB&ted  by  the  bishop,  and  acted  as  his  bailiff  or 
deputy ;  but  whether  he  was  elected  annually  or  held 
his  office  for  a  longer  or  shorter  term,  or  during  (he 
pleasure  of  his  master,  seems  rather  uncertain.   He  was^ 
however,  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  town,  and  had, 
of  course,  other  officers  assisting  and  acting  under  him, 
like  our  chief  magistrates  of  more  modem  times*    It  is 
very  probable  that  the  order  of  things  bi  this  tpwn  was 
not  so  materially  changed  by  king  John  as  some  may 
imagine.     The  chief  alteration  apparently  was,  that  th« 
town  now  ranked  among  those  incorporated  by  royal 
charter,  was  consequently  declared  a  free  burgh,  had  its 
bnrgesses  exempted  from  tolls,  &c.  in  all  parts  of  Eng- 
land, but  London ;  and  finally,  had  its  chi^f  magistrate 
denominated  mayor y  instead  otprovost^'^  a  circumstance, 
probably  of  no  mighty  consequence,  or  real  benefit  to 

the  community,  thongh  highly  gratifying,  perhaps^  to 
the  pridd  and  vanity  of  the  corporation.    The  real  dif- 

fjokence^  however,  between  a  maj/or  and  a  provo9t^  seems 

3  B  2 

)  Farkin,  at  before. 

^  That  Cynn  was  a  roayor-town  in  the  itlgo,  or  before  the  death  of 

JoHNy  has  been  disputed  by  some;  but  the  fact  teems  fully  ascertained 

from  the  Patent  rotig— that  king's  letters  patents,  dated  m  Devises^ 

Wilts^  June,  7.  (1216  }  in  the  18tU.  year  of  hitreign,  being  addressed 
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to  be  verjr  UtUe,  if  any  thing,  taoxe  than  (hat  between 
Tweedledum  and  Tweedledee.  The  fonner  indeed  k 
generally  taken  to  be  the  highest  and  most  honourable 
af^pdlatioi),  and  therefore  our  corporations  naturally 
prefer  it  to  the  other,  as  the  title  of  their  head  man,  or 
chief  magistrate.  After  all,  the  inferiority  of  the  pro* 
vost  does  not  seem  always  perceivable;  and  nobody^ 
perhaps,  would  deem  the  lord  Mayor  of  York  as  su« 
perior  in  dignify  to  the  lord  pjtorosT  of  Edinburgh. 

The  smiles  and  favours  of  royalty  are  always  gratify* 
ii^  to  most  people :  those  of  king  Jomn  were  so,  no 
doubt,  to  his  Lynn  subjects,  and  may  be  supposed  to 
have  confirmed  them  more  than  ever  in  their  attachment 
to  him,  which  appears  to  have  continued  very  str<Hig 
and  steady  afterwards  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign*. 
Of  the  worth  and  merit  of  that  attachinent,  his  aiajesty. 
seemed  duly  sensible :  a§  a  piroof  of  which,  they  receiv* 
ed  fron^  him  in  return,  some  very  flattering  and  la^tii^ 
tokens,  beside  the  immunities  and  privileges  specified: 
in  his  charters;  especially  the  silver  cup  which  is  still 
in  being,  and  shewn  to  strai^gers  and  others  as  a,  great, 
curiosity.  It  is  an  elegant,  double*gil]^  embossed,  and 
enamelled  cup  and  cover,  weighing  7^  ounces,  and  ci 
exquisite  workmanship,  and  sheyffi  the  upoommon.^kill 
and  ingenuitjr  of  some  our  silver-smiths  of  that  period^ 
who  were  probably  of  thp  monkish  order,  as  our  best 
artists,  as  well  as  most  x^qwmeA  scholars,  were  then 
chiefly  to  be  found  widna  the  solemn  precincts  of  ouic 
iidonasteries. 

The  sicord,  which  is  usually  carried  before  wtmyou^ 
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has  b^n  also  considered  a»  another  mark  or  tokea 
of  king  JoHN^s  favour  to  ibis  town ;  but  this  appeans  a^ 
very  questionable  matter.  This  weapon^  ivhich  haft  w 
silver  mounting,  the  king  is  said  \d  have  taken  from 
his  side,  and  given  to  the  corporation,  to  be  carried  be* 
fore  the  major:  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was^a: 
sword  at  all  carried  before  our  may^irs  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  king  John,  or  even  for  a  long  time  after.  If. 
sucli  a  ceremony  was  really  observed  here  before  the 
reign  of  Henry  V.  or  of  Henry  VI.  it  must  seemingly 
have  been  appropriated  solely  to  the  great  lords  of  the. 
place,  thebishops  of  Norwich,  who  appear  all  along  to 
have  claimed  that  honour  as  their  own  peculiar  and  ex* 
elusive  prerogative :  the  mayors  having  no  share  in  it, 
but  only  asihey  followed  their  musters,  the  bishops,  and 
formed  a  part  of  their  retinue.  Bishop  Gibson,  in  his 
additions  to  Camden,  observes  that  the  present  swoid, 
though  said  to  have  been  given  by  king  John,  was  real* 
ly  the  gift  of  Henry  VIII.  after  the  town  came  into  his 
possession,  and  he  changed  their  burgesses  into  alderj 
tnen^  John's  charter  does  iiot  mention  the  sword,  but 
that  granted  by  Henry  expressly  says,  thai  he  granted 
them  a  swosd  to  be  carried  before  their  mayor.  As  to 
the  inscription  on  the  b)ade  of  the  present  sword,  pur* 
polling  its  being  the  gift  of  king  John,  it  proves  nothing, 
being  apparentl^^  the  unauthorized  contrivance  of  two 
forward  fellows  of  the  town,  a  sword  cutler  and  a  school* 
master,  as  late  as  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.^  But 
iowever  improbable  it  rpay  be  that  the  said  szror^/  was  ever 
the  propertyofking  John,  and  given  by  him  as  a  present 

•  See  Gibson's  Camden^Parklo— Mackrel>  and  Tour  of  Norfolk. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


396  HISTORY    OF   LYHPr,      . 

and. mark  of  his  royal  and  special  favour  to  this  corpo* 
ration,  yet  there  does  not  eecm  to  be  any  just  reason 
ibr  entertaining  similar  doubts  respecting  the  cup  beforev 
mentioned.  The  only  circumstance  relating  to  the  cup 
which  one  Tvould  be  inclined  to  deem  doubtful,  or  ra- 
ther incredible,  is  a  certain  sly  insinuation,  Tvhich  has 
been  sometimes  heard,  that  it  was  a  part  of  a  parcel  of 
stolen  goods,  which  his  majesty,  while  on  a  visit  at  Walt 
siiigham,  contrived  to  pilfer  from  that  celebrated  abbey, 
aud  coming  afterwards  to  Lynn,  made  a  present  of  it  to 
the  corporation, 

Lynn  seems  tp  have  paid  very  dearly  for  the.  said 
king'^  favours.     Camden,  in  his  account  of  this  town 
observes,  that  it  enjoys  very  large  inununitie$,  vflfidk 
its  inhabitants   <^  purchase^  of  ]ui\g  4ohii  writh  the 
price  of  their  owp  blood,  spent  in  the  defence  of  hia 
cause  */'  alludiQg:^  probably,  to  the  ppwerful  as3]s(ance 
they  afforded  him  in  reducing  the  disaffected  barons  of 
this  county,  whose  Subjugation  proved  an  arduous  un« 
dertaking,  and  whom  he  afterwards  severely  chastised. 
The  assistance  they  rendered  to  this  sovereign  ccmsisted 
not  only  in  recruits  for  his  army,  or  ^  strong  and  reso^ 
lute  bo^^  ot  landsmen,  but  abo  in  sailors  and  ships  for 
his  naval  operations :  hence  L^'nn  and  Yannouth  aro 
mentioned  by  Carte  among  the  principal  places  that  lur* 
nished  his  majesty  with  B^Jteef  to  oppose  that  of  France 
on  a  certain  occasion.*    In  short,  the  good  people  of 
this  town  appear  to  have  assisted  that  memorable  mo- 
narch to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  or  ia  all  tb^  va^Si** 

<  C*rtc  U840. 
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and  by  all  the  means  that  were  in  their  power.    He,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  said  to  have  been  very  partial  to 
them,  and  deemed  them  so  trustworthy,  and  their  town 
so  secure  a  place,  that  he  deposited  there,  for  sometime 
his  crown  and  regalia,  and  his  most  valuable  treasures ; 
but  took  them  away  at  his  last  visit,  and  lost  them  all| 
toou  after,  in  crossing  the  Wash,  at  an  improper  place^ 
pr  improper  time  j  which  he  laid  so  to  heart  that  it 
hastened  his  death,  which  took  place  a  very  short  tune 
after  at  Newark.    There  is  indeed  no  small  disagree- 
ment among  our  historians  in  their  accounts  of  king 
John  after  his  last  departure  from  Lynn.    Some  repre* 
sent  him  as  crossing  the  Washy  or  rather  the  Ousc^  then 
called  Wdktreamy  at  the  Crots  Keys;  others  represent 
bim  as  crossing  it  at  Wisbeack^  and  the  latter  seems  to 
be  the  truth«    Some,  again,  ascribe  the  illness  which 
terminated  his  life,4opoifOfr,  administered  by  a  monk 
of  Swineshead ;  others  ascribe  it  to  vexation  for  the  loss 
of  his  treasures ;  wliUe  others  a&ure  us  that  it  is  to  be 
ascribed  tp  neither  of  these  causes,  but  that  he  was  ill 
before  that  diiaatier  of  losing  his  treasures  befel  Mm. 
Nay,  some  have  alleged,  or  suggested,  that  his  last  ill- 
ness originated  at  Lynn,  and  was  opcasioned  by  his 
intemperate  living  during  his  stay  here.     In  accounts  so 
different  and  contradictory,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  distin* 
guish  truth  from  fiction.     It  seems  however  io  be  pretty 
Well  established  that  the  said  king  left  Lynn  on  the  1 1th 
of  October,  1216,  was  at  Wisbeach  on  the  IStb,  at 
Sleaford  on  the  15th,  and  at  Newark  on  the  18th,  where 
he  died  the  very  next  day  :  but  the  story  of  the  poison 
seems  very  doubtful  and  even  improbable;  nor  does  thai 
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concerning  the  loss  of  Vh  crown  and  treasures  seem 
perfectly'  clear  and  hidtibitable.  * 

Even  the  fact  that  Lynn  had  been  ihe  depository  of 
the  king's  treasures,  with  his  crown  and  rc^aUa,  dor* 
ing  hk  absence  from  these  parts,  and  tiH  he  veiaoyed 
(hem  at  his  last  departure,  becomes  very  doubt£al|  or 
■itherqaititiViifr^bable,  if  webetievc,Rapia'sas8eftio% 
firom  M*  Paip,  that  the  kiiig,^  great  competitor,  the 
Dauphin,  notlof^  be£wee^  and  wUhinthst  same  year, 
bad  actually  reduced  Jbyau*  and  naade  the  nhak  cou»» 
ty,  as  well  as  those  of  SuffbUi  and  Essex  t|U)Utary  to 
bim.  In  that  case,  those  titnBisK?s>  Ssc  if  deposited 
heoD^  must  uievitaUy  have  Ulkm  into  the  OaupUo't 
haads,  aad  so  be*eatifely  lost  to  Urn  hii^.  We  vmA 
ihev^re  either  coAclttde  that  the  alicdged  &ct  of  Lynn 
.kaxriug  ben  the  depoatlery  of  the  said  treasures,  for  aay 
length  of  liuie,  i»  ttnteunded^  or  thattlie  saM  aasertioa, 
that  Lynn  had  beea  tfalit  yiear  taksn  by  the  Dauphin, 
»  so.  But  as  these  nMt(cr»afe  not  vmr/inteiesthig,  we 
wili  now  drop  tbeor,  and  ali»our  acoauntof  fciiig  John 
jfor  the  present* 

After  <hc  death  of  John,  and  in  the  reign  of  .jus  son 
and  succe^or,  Henry  III.  the  people  of  L3mn,  at  ^ 
time,  seem  to  have  sided  with  the  malecontents  of  that 
period,  and  soibrteited  their  chartered  rights:  but  their 
defection  was  of  no  long  duration ;  they  returned  to 
their  duty  with  every  appearance  of  contrition,  and  soon 
gave  full  proof  of  the  ardour,  as  well  as  the  unfeigped* 

•  Compure  Fkrklii^  Rapin,  Carte»  and  Aodrtwi. 
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:  loyally,^  >  Cm  lip   wjw  1^  iJuit  ^  pur^ 
chM0d  tteir  lort  libeftks^  HMy  Ui,  ]iof  vrtthoiit 
Uomly  when  they  sideA  yMk  fc|iigaiiitOe  oilBawed 
krtDB%  Md  unltt|Mlp«iv«MlllMpi4»ai«Me •#  Ely; 
An  acaiMit  ulMnirf  w<  hare  is  Ami  iMH  of  £fy,  ailA 
in  Ma«*eil  raits."*    The  baMfe  ftai»  sAlhled  lo^  iras 
£m|^  soidewhete  about  U^WfmA^^hime  ikt  %^m 
^  Y(dii0teen  of  that  day  weie  ^mtlf  4wig|[|r  JuMfied  l|f 
their  opfMints,  and  I«l  a  cMriilwMrfiMfeM  df  flietr 
people ;^ wliWi  mmAm  hm  Xn <Mi>  bgrM^nciil 
^auffMWMMh    I&  itoJik  mbI  Ml  yearn  0r  Alt 
iLiflf 'a n%%  ItBMoeiiii  franted  to  fi>reign  muwhaiij 
Mo'ConevJtfiMfet/iirtbSfiur.ofLenn;  andinthelMi 
jiiii  I  liilliiiLi  ■iiipMiliil  >i  (liii  liiig  tji  iti  M<Wif 
Ttenalh  ofttM^bingiew  theft  was  ^  Y(Ai  *fttt  fritk- 
Mly^yyMiialii^inadeby  tJK  kid  (Iq^)  dl  tk 
wilH  of  aH  your  dmHrh  «|f  yMr  oim  pwjptfty^-^ilMl- 
ever  they  are,  and  ol 
thatvyMrdUtetDi* 
onoalhr  ftat  the  li 
'hishop,  withoiil  Ae^ 
assessed  and  le^rM  b^ 

eontrol.  Insuchaca8e,aAdMideraMhdfcliiiiitaifceB,it 
niipiM[)e  reasonably  suppoM  th^fe  would  be  ioine  fnis- 
4M[ngs,  and  not  a  few  cftuses  of  complaint,  aadi  that  mis- 
^Mierstanding  would  arise  beti^en  his  lordship  and  his 
Lynn  vassals,  which  might  lead  to  very  setbus  results. 
That  it  leaHy  £d  so  hap^  appears  from  authentic  docu« 

ments.  v 

x?      •     ••      • 
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^om^jy  |P»  tteaiim  >iii  imj  the  pm^mhwt'^ 

^Mm^htm$  ;.»Wiiilit<j.ii  nenft,  wkh  tln^  Mrilm^r 
«Bnd  oypBpimi  lWiiip^fa#iQ#  Ifceir  lord,  the  bbiup^  « 
that m»uiif»; ni^l^iiairtpip^ <M|M|plit  to.i«^ibeii4C 
1h9  wiH|  •!  wiih#M^ltiflir  o(Miient^i(iita«pip4hiai'>to  (ax 
4hem«elfe«  ^dtlhiimlJtfigitiHing  tiim,  as  wdl  irtf^ttoo^a 
«»^r^a,fvit]|o^t,l^p|pBrmis8ioB.  This  bis  l#rchliip 
^^nyji6Cili^||||pl*iilli|efy  illegaland  highly  criininDU 
Md  ]ieiifa|PMianlMPlt|i*fMt>it,fl»dcttibt,  as^kwyly  affect- 
iflj^lli^  #wiiMnwiiibiMS  hi»  i  wn  <ftMi^  lilm  his  feu- 
^«9iWiion.  tl^t#«cqfng» p»iiiigil^«p»iiHh€^i» 
•|^ilMi4e6cIesiasti|ial  cduil,  isdi^wd  Hwi  altj^  i.  iilMiii 
Plicated. .  In  (lioi  griewui  AftowkH^  liKi  km  8»«bf-' 

^Mpnt  a  1^1  Inf^stigatial]:  of  ^hjrh,  ttA  iU  iesi||l^  iMb 

nW>  Jtll&irti  Robert 
J^^k/df  S^vwioli^ 

^^^fji^K  ^}^H^^A^'^V^  f)^yf^n  the  mayor  and^i;- 


Ihe  said  borgh  without  hifi  ,m»seiit;  aiid  it  was  agreed 
fcttwceuilieni  in  the  said  coiHEiyuthat  the  biihop  should 
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gWMirthi*Hifhself  and  lfc6iiWi#?  KnfflnrlfeMltafNer-' 
wkh^'^imt  the  said  HUt^<1Hif'  HHii^  Ihtare^  may 
ctaH^Biid  create  to  tfa^SriVes  u'^  mayor,  vhontsoeyer 
1»mfp^mkBio(  tbein>#fr  HbcTf ,  o»Mlb1Miditioi),  'That 
imnfiMMM^ jAfrtfft  M^fkii,  <9ir  ^^teatioh,'  Ae^  fthoirU 
pi«Mflit4Kri»  to  the  bishop  and  fiin  ^iiccess^,  i^herever 
th«)rshouM  be  in  the  diocese  t>^0rwfeh;  irrlid^  on  (lie 
presentation  should  "be  admiMRt  %f  i|fe%feHo^  tvitfoiil 
any  contiodfttion:  ftid^or  thil  Viritf'lRKcf'liiliJid,  the 
mayor  4iO>l»gtljJM  griM  for*  flflilMPI'ts,*  th#iriie*r3 
§ftd^mmimm(my'9tM^^^i^t96^  sbtft  1^  so  credO^d  an  J 
^«lh4y*fk6iir,  ^  shall  promise  onhisgooS 
idlMty,%yilMek'hc^s^  engaged  to  (bebishopT, 

■MMii  rtHM nrlMltii  iflft  iolbs^rw  air  things  ttiiH 

Wliiyi>  Mil  ofllce^^  long  as  he  sihl^H  eontiAue  therctn^ 
and  pitserve,  as  much  as  is' In  bW  power,  thtf  KbeHiel 


llaflMor  assessment  bffsinmiras^tlicn  sikfted;  but  it 
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<<  jtf  fte/||illb4f  (ft»  liii^rigW)  (whipk  wu  4lie  jrenr 
prece^wpjIhilt.Qillk^^abMi  Mai)  Thomas  de  Mitai, 
nd/WaMi  Mi  ^taberl^^or  Mflied  bf  Hi^^tte^, 

'  to  >»wwt  Ihe  tolli^>%  and  iB  ttw  jteiaotti  rf<bp<<|e  of 
N«nridb.  "4  TW^poiat  tiieMfore  might  ii#eMie  mn* 
dmimmmm  mMt^rfirr-  trial  at  Westmiator,    Ba| 

*  1^  caac  rf  cw|W^y>»  ekmning  a  mayor,  aeema  to  hare 
been  ti|«iMViyMMtflF  invesligaAed-  The  lesult  was 
(a^^KMie  8taMM«ttlie  ri||ill#fllp  brngtmi^  to  elect 
#  Wifor  firom  aoRMig  them^elv^B,  waa*fcll^  mtaUmbed^ 
mi  the  express  conditiao,  hovrvcTi  Ikal,  ipMsiiiririy 
after  his  Section,  they  AoiM^mmi  kim  t»  Ike  llMtop^ 

wbeawer  h»  |ih«^  te  withiii-  <l|giiii mimm  .Mi 

pwt  was  ta  itcdre  higi  wMpUt  an^  iifa|iil|#ii 
Upproval^  or^  C0Mrad|Dtis|i» 

Ihe  apt  to 

loch^  ^ 

Id  pleasurei 

ip  would  n^ 

longer  presume  to  interfere,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 

fi^,  tjiflfi  pcQ^ai^n.  ^  But  III  canifpt  be  affirmed  tbattho 

event  waivfints  that  conchisioBi,  .The  lust  of  p«m|r  is 

a  strong  passion,  and  not  very  sopn  or  easily  sabdi|pi. 

Thfi(  bishops  tv^yingsalong  borne  uncontfoUed  sii^«i 

the  directiom.iandjqpajMgement  qf  every  thing  in  thn 

towB,  jt.was  not  tpj^  |»jptp(ed  t]iat  they  wo^dd  be  veiy 

readjr  jfija^lgfi  Qg,  fd^uish  it.    The  majrora  here 

from  the  ^^  H  seems,  jr«r%  called  The  bishop's  mat^ 

X  HMif  as  befiKe. 
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and  iMt  lordshipsiimiMMtf  atwayft  < 

^te(he  appelation,  or,  <fc)<irt,-  ^iJMiMMI^ A  ya^lgg 

<a  fncTcnt  its  beconrin^  1m]lpliii4)I^    -JiMgh  Omi 

'%¥er(lirof  charteffs,  "tlw  c^mioiii  affpid^,*  wd  erep  tile 
dedanftmiftof  kings,  migfat  appw  ««aiiM  iilMS  ij|e|p 
they  wcne  scarcely  ever  at  atoss.ftv  iPayia]ifl«KHii^*C# 
surmoaflor  erade  all  such  dM^^Hrt^  w4a^iMtiheir 
own  beloved  power  and  ptepuariiPMii  So  the  ot& 
seems  to  have  been  at  Lynn  to- »  ^fl^^tofcg  period. 
Neither  «ie^  povWon  rfchartersr^lie  verdict  ttjadjg^s, 

•  jio«*efWersof^riniaB8,couldeflfectanyHiaterii*«rt*U 
in^  dhfllhiitioii  of  Hm  exorbitant  power  of  the  bkWofp 
otcf  tWs  town,  tiH  Ike  J6th,  century.  It  appeafed 
li»  ail  IliveterateWi^  eriwar*to4«*ady^  ui#l«tfe^^ 
tteK»^  touch  Qffl«y  VIU.  wh«i  it  gave  way  ai 
pi^y  and  un4ensent  aii4i<Bal  and  prtel  eiue.        « 

;nthfea)l»iilti4par^ 

ipear  thA||r  Jkl^ 

to  «cUir««wKaaco 

urther  interfbrcoce  in 

nefnaigisinte.    This 

ds  xtibm  eaqpatafUon^ 

diaps  repeatedly  com- 

oppressive  an  infringe^ 

Even  the  king  himself 

also  would  feel  it  as  an  insult  bftred  tohira,  as  he  was 

personally  present  when  Ar^giwiiaettl  Ws  made,  and 

had  sanctioned  it  by  hirfQimttp«W»|)ff*ltion.    On 

thb  ground  we  may  ftcoteni  for  ih|<'iAause   in  the 

aharter  which  he  granted  ti  mx  b^pgessai  in  tkc  52nd, 
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f,  in  whiclfii^''W!  only  confirms  (fteir 
jfarmer  &biMle9^*4M*  aliflr'^iiKw^  them     t    choose  a 
ttUiyor  #f  Clutnsrfvi*,''  t0ithout  presenting  him  to  the 
Msh^p."'  TWs  4M  tx^tttplioil"  IWm  a  fomifir  obliga- 
finii«MMl  cAdMlirtly  ^sfcrvance,  seems  plainly* <o  in- 
dfCHlle  thftl'tlwtJisflliPp'had   taken   some  sucli  undue 
advsMigv  tif  »fci#T^rf  •aftid  influence  as  w*  before 
suggested;  of  IflfUk^Ms   majesty   now  thought  pro- 
per to  si^ify  WS  €n*rWfisapprobation,  by  discharging 
the  AtiTgtfers  from  <^ery  obligaficfri  to*  pay  his  lordship 
an^  fartlier  regard^in  (^ir  future  choice  or  appointment 
af  fe  chief  magistratp.     This  the  Ixshop  must  have  felt 
somewhat  mortifying.     But  as  his  feudal  jurisdiction 
herc^tifrooaHfiaiif-anabolighed,   A^^as  not  likely  he 
would  be  iang  flt  a^lo89  <(o  f  nd  ftieans  to  evade  th^ 
foFceor  operatic  C4 that  htuniKating  clause,  and  secure 
or  reestablish  bis  wonted  pi 
dld^1ia]^pe?f^  appears  1: 
Wiow-rflw^su'bifqiient  ! 
alfemptt<f  ft**e^  fli<?  bishc 
ing  thfe  ^Hod  6f  whicli'^ 
1insticcc«;?iiTr    The  Rurgc 
shake  W'h\s*5t)1fe,  ofr  'cc 
jects;  and  evdn  their  electi 
not  always,  might  be  con 

dVlire  elections  of  bishops 
.     •  •    •  Z^-    • 

Puring  th4l6n^  l^^ifii  of  which  wc  have  been  speak-* 

ing,  this  hingltMi  suflbntd  ntremely  from  civil  discord 

and  intestine*aoftMftibtionsf  afid  the  inhabitants  of  Lynn 

bore  their  sbafe^  in,  |^dscr;tBiifcrings.    Great  numbers  of 
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Uicir  MPple  perish^|}^  a  Uoady  and 
gagem^t  agaiitsi  the  baro%^  ttiMH  t 
towards  LiUlcporti  a^  k^  hnm^  heio^  ntHltad^  whick 
mus^  have  provecl<4  w$qpi  rtiit<r^W^calMaiity  Id  ttm 
v^holc  town,  and  especially  (o  Itie  »rinii^>il  tWdhaeii* 
and  other  relatives  of  the  TnttiurilMrf  i  nn>\linfMfnril 
warriors^    The  enemj, beiqg,  a|^ ttHtUtt  *»>d 4iEinMri»Me 
iu  and  about  the  Isle  of  Ely,  migt^^Jmhave  cut  off  all 
communication  between  Lynnaid^thftMivlrict,  and  even 
intenruptered  its  ii^crcoiy^  with  a|l  ihe  ioterior  parii  of 
the  county,  as  he  ba^l  tlic  entire  command  of  Uie^4^w» 
and  channels  of  internal  navigation.     This  seems  to  have 
i^ontinued  a  long  while^  and  must  havie  dislresBcyl  this 
t0Wft  in  &  very  gr^,ideg9ee«    li»  appoarsi  however,  to 
'iiave  been  quite  ov^  aqd  tranquiHitji^iilly  restored  in 
ihe  41st.  year  of  that  reign,  as  we  find  ilio  mayor  and 
bttigesses  were  that  year  commanded  by  tke  king  to  per- 
mit the  men  of  ,£l|^  tm-come  here  to  s^l  <inne(ff^)Md 
esrrciseHierchanili)tv'^s4[|^h&<l  been«s«d^lto4MlMb ' 
the  distufiiapocu  "^  lathe  dOth  yeaF<»rflik^ttlr  nMgii^ 
as  we  aiefitirtlier  infiiNrmed,  the  king's  purveylM  bought 
a4  I>y»n  96  tans  of  wine,  which  tlie  sheriff  of  Norfolk 
was  ordered  to  have  conveyed  to  hit  msLjtAytj  ^IMI  it  the 
jiege  of  Kariilworth,  or  Kennelworth  Castle,  in  War« 
wkkshire,  f  This  also  shews  that  there  were  then  no 

♦  ParkiD  123. 
t  See  Parkin,  as  before;  who  further  observM»  that  Lynn  was  fiimous 
at  that  time  for  importing  wine  :  and'  it  seems  th^  foreign  wine  was 
then  very  cheap  here»  <^pared  with  wlfar  lti>ltflt  l[}resent.  Hence 
Parkin  mentions  a  pipe  of  yt^nsMSMMt^M^m  thf  u  ai-  II.  15s.  and  a 
iuD  of  wine  at  60s.  These  were  probably  red  wtne,  fop^e  afterwards 
.  Acniians  a  tun  of  white  wine  aa  haring  been  sotil  (brtTir^e  marks  and  a 
k$i(i  i.  ^.  8/.  69.  8d.-.Tbe  mark  beiii^  l^i»U.^Wi^ftUUlh«feiK>wat 
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eroos  cooHi^oas  in  the  ^gfts  about 
Iht  liatt««4rt.4N#VMl  ^frhyniij  otherwise  It  would 
hmvebmm^i  of  Am  ihtrii^  jpenrer  to  have  the  said  m  ine 
•coDv<rjcd«CfQsaiiiatfi0«itrj)  «ndt#his  majest;>' 'scamp 
boiMft  KoM^jwrniHi*  it  is  ITOwever  alledged  by  our  his- 
lorianmlW  Ae  nMileconteiits  who  seized  upoR  the  Isle 
of  ^If  were  the  X  Hat  btM  out,  and  tbat  they  did  not 
surrender  till  after  Hie  reduction  of  Kennelworth  Castle* 
However  that  was,  it  is  allowed  th$it  the  rebellion  w«is 
now  soon  qodkd,  and  that  the  country  afterwards  en- 
j^ed  peace  and  tranquillKy,  for  along  period. 

It  was  in  this  ktng^s  re%n,  as  was  before  observed, 
thai  the  Onar  and  other  riveis  daaoi^ed  thdr  ancieataad 
uptund  course  by  Wisbcach,  and^afler  inundating  the 
'  fen  country  to  a  very  great  extent,  from  the  e£Eect  rf 
which  it  has  aever  yet  recovered,  forced  their  passage 
i^  die  m^tf  Lynir«  A  naglodii^  of  Ihe  old  o«(MI, 
whi|^jii|c«fiM)iicd  the  cl^j^ig  up^el  the  dMomel  and 
i^ayilduig  the  aoiurse  of  the  watery  ia  tht  Ikaeofagreat 
flood,  has  been  assigned  as  the  causi  of  Ahal  cocmorable 
event*  But  as  the  malecontenta  had  for  somotuae  occtt* 
piedlbaleBS,  and  made  tteir  last  stand  there,  and  as 
the  inundation  might  conduce  materially  to  their  defenoe, 
it  seems  very  natural  to  suspect  that  they  also  had  some 
hand  in  the  business.  Yet  as  our  historians  are  silent  on 

a  price  above  50  ames  hi^hecthan  what  it  did  at  that  period  .Salmon 
was  an  article  that  appears  tahavc  always  fetg^ied  a  kigh  price  in  thoet 
.  days;'  and  ParkiOy  in  the.pkuai  ftom  whU^  these  articles  have  been  ei- 
tractedy  mei^tions  20^  as  paid  for  5  Salmons  sent  to  the  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich at  South  Elmhamy  on  monday  before  the  feast  of  the  purificatiML 
Ten  such  Saltneai  we  ihta^  it  peems,  at  valuable  as  a  pipe  of  wine.. 
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this  head)  we  cannot  affirm  it  asa  matter  of  tet.    The 
event  proved,  no  doubt,  detrimental  to  WMieacb;  and 

*  yet  not  materially  advantageous,  at  least,  not  inun6» 
diately  so,  to  Lynn*    Nor  does  it  appear  that  even  our 

^  harbour  was  at  all  impmv^  by  ^so  htige  an  accession  o£ 
firesh  water:  on  the  contrary,  for  aught  we  know^  the 
approach  from  the  afi»  to  ibis  Uxmm  «as  quite  as  good 
before  as  it  has  been  since.  It  may  be  said  however  to 
be  an  event  that  somewhat  contributes  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  the  third  Henry,  among  the  people  of  these 
paitB.  The  character  of  this  monarch  is  well  kiywn^ 
and  is  no  way  worthy  of  respect  or  imitation*  He  was 
great  in  nothing  but  the  vileness  of  his  govenunent  and 
the  length  of  his  reign,  which  extended  to  the  57th  year: 
the  longest  of  any  English  reign^  for  the  last  ten  centuries. 
For  the  evils  of  which,  and  of  all  the  bad  and  nnforti^« 
bate  reigns  that  have  occurred  ever  since  that  period^ 
many,  it  is  supposed,  will  deem  the  biased  prosperity 
of  tfie  present  wise  and  happy  reign  as  more  than  a  jmf* 
ficient  counterbalance  and  compen^tion^especiall^,  if 
it  should  also  last  as  long,  or  still  longer  than  that  of 
Henry  III.  which  seems  not  at  all  improbable:  and  who 
Is  it, within  thisiavoured  cou^try,hut  does  consider  thi# 
as  a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  b^  wished? 

9b 
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$Ute  of  society  at  Lynn  during  the  period  under  consideration-* 

the  tutyect  may  he  elucidated  from  documents  relative  to  our  ancient 

'  Gil<ft— — ^observations  on  the  nature  of  those  fraternities       ■  -very  com- 

inoo  in  this  country  before  the  reformation*— -names  and  number  of 

those  of  Lynn. 

It  i8  8ad  enougli  to  think,  that  during  so  long  an  in* 
f  erval  as  that  between  the  conquest  and  the  reforniation, 
the  good  people  of  JLynn  should  never  be  aUe  entirely  to 
emancipate  themselves  from  their  feudal  vassalage.  But 
as  that  desirable  object  always  proved  to  them  unattain- 
able, they  appear  to  have  submitted  to  theur  hard  fate 
with  exemplary  patience  and  forbearance ;  well  know- 
ing, it  seems,  to  use  the  words  of  the  old  adage,  that 
what  cannot  be  cured  must  be  endured.  It  is  much  to 
be  doubted  if  their  descendants,  or  rather  their  succes; 
■ors  of  the  present  day,  would  have  endured  what  they 
did  with  equal  propriety  and  long  suffering.  We  are 
indeed  but  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  social  com- 
plexion, or  characterestic  features  of  the  community 
here  in  those  times ;  but  from  what  we  do  know,  there 
b  reason  to  think  favourably  of  the  prevailing  disposi* 
tion  of  the  inhabitants.    Except  in  tiie  shocking  affiuer 
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of  the  po(w  Jews,  and  what  happened  in  the  time  of 
bishop  Spencer  and  of  bishop  Wakeryng,  and  of  th« 
two  aldermen  Wentworth  and  Petipas,  ahieady  noticed, 
we  perceive  no  vestige  here  of  tumultaons  risings  or  ftc« 
tious  combinations.  Industry  and  harmony  appear  ge- 
nerally to  have  prevailed  at  Lynn,  and  the  community 
seldom  failed  in  the  duty  of  submission  to  their  superiors^ 
or  of  obeying  the  higher  powers. 

On  the  state  of  society  in  this  town,  during  the  p^i- 
od  now  under  consideration,  nothing  perhaps  throws  sq 
much  light  as  certain  existing  documents  relating  to^uc 
ancient  Gilds,  which  seem  to  have  been  more  numerou9 
here  than  any  where  else  in  the  kingdom.  They  were 
^ndly  associations  formed  for  the  mutual  benefit  *of 
their  respective  members.  Some  of  them  were  large 
trading  companies,  holding  considerable  possessions,  in 
bouses,  lands,  and  mercantile  property.  Others  were 
of  a  humbler  sort,  suited  to  the  convenience  and  wants 
of  those  who  moved  in  a  lower  sphere,  and  constructed 
pn  principles,  perhaps,  somewhat  similar  to  those  of 
our  modern  purse  clubs,  or  benefit  societies^  All  were 
calculated  to  help  the  individuals  who  composed  thenv 
to  pass  through  li£s  more  comfortably,  obtain  a  more 
ea^  and  plentiful  subsistence^  cherish  love  and  good- 
will within  their  req;)ectlve  circles,  and  promote  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  town  or  conununi^  in  general^ 

.  The  Gilds,  certainly,  form  a  most  pimninent  feature 
in  the  character  of  the  ancient  inhabitant  of  Lyna« 
They  were  indeed  very  common  in  this  country  before 
3  0  l» 
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flieiefiNriQatioii,-aiid  durbgtlie  feriod  w^aie  ii9woo»» 
(yerijQg;  bat  were  more  naneioas  ia  this  tow|i  tbaA 
any  wjbere  fim  we  know  o^  wUch  m  a  yeiy  nemaikdJa 
^dy  perhaps^  unaccountable  circumttance*  Itaeema 
ver^  honourable  to  the  men^nr  of  our  fivefiUhei^-H 
more  so^  probably^  thanaqy  thing  eke  we  canmentioQi 
and  therefore  we  shall  dwell  upon  tbe  sulQeci  wMh  tho 
greater  pleasure.  It  shews  that  iheie  was  thai  adKmg 
the  inhabitants  a  prevailing  or  general  dispositioii  to  as« 
tiflt  one  anoih^,  and  to  give  to  every  honest  individual 
ka  opportunity  to  place  hiknself  in  such  a  situation  as 
Vrotlld  not  fitil  of  battering  bis  condition,  and  procuring 
hS^  uabful  fi-iehds  and  reputable  associates. 

Tbis^  usf^l  ittstSutioAs,  iti  mo&t  other  placed.  Only 
ftiftbUnt^  to  bnfe  or  two^  or  k  few,  by  which  only  a  sinidl 
pM  t)f  thf  population  eouM  be  very  tnaterially  benefit* 
ta  by  them.  But  here  they  Were  tbttntd  6A  h  la)rg6 
idde,  tod  multiplied  tb  iAcwethirttfi  some  <>fth^fti  V&. 
ryiitg  pteiiy  much  ftotn  others,  to  suit,  ds  ^  may  ^p« 
f(^y  ih^AlSEttetA  6ond(tioiteofthe  hlhabitanift,  tSiy  te 
mo^o^whom  might  con^ueptly  iu;et>niQdate  them- 
wAS^i  dr  easily  "Gtld  h  ^rat^mity  whbsis  constitution  et« 
^t»cHy  cbttftponaed'  with  theit  tei5pitetiv6  cApacitfes,* 
Krauts,  orwishe^.^OurGUdb  had  allofthem  a^lr6ng 
tbtcture  of  religion,  or  rathelr  of  sup6htition,  According 
to  the  pvcvaiung  fashion  bi  the  thn^.  In  ihad  vl&w^ 
they  exhilNted,  Mdeid)i|  a  large  pditi^B  of  t^^kno^, 
ignomboe>  and  absurdity*  But  tbey  apptac  to  hlive 
been  very  free  from  that  jeakmsy^  WgMiy ,  asd  ill  will 
towairds  each  other,  which:  too  often  disgrace  the  reli* 
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gioofi  fretiinnties  of  tbe  present  daj,  'who  look  apott 
oae  another  with  such  an  evil  eye,  that  thfty  may  bo 
too  justly  fiatd  to  hale  one  another.  Trosting  in  thenw 
selvefi  that  th^y  are  righteous,  they  de^rise  othen,  and 
aie  ready  to  say  to  theis  neigbbonrs,  and  Ml  who  differ 
from  them,  stapd  by  yoimelves,  cornel  not  near  to  os, 
for  we  are  holier  Ihui  you^  While  they  invel{g;h  against 
]plmriseei,  anda  i^riaaicalspirit,  theygive  ifiq[)ar!ial  and 
bielligent  bystanders  every  reaaon  to  think,  that  thejf 
sure  tbeniflelres,  in  fiw^t,  the  pharisees  of  the  present  day, 
and  are  led  by  Ae  veiy  spirit  against  which  they  de« 
claim.  But  we  will  drop  this  sobjejct  fcfr  the  present, 
and  resame  that  of  the  Gilds,  which  we  shttUhae  han^ 
|l)e  i^ider  diflieretit  beads^  or  lections^ 


Section  I.  Obsertationt  ofi  the  origin  [of  our  an^ 
tiM  Gilds* 

The  author  of  a  late  publication,  entitled  C(0<edbifi>> 
giysi;  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  monks  were  Uie  earliest 
Gikl  brethren,  and  had  exclusive  privilq^  of  trade 
and  of  fishery  when  boroughs  had  scarcely  an  existence. 
To  which  the  annual  reviewer  of  that  work  objects^ 
and  affims  that  the  origin  of  Gilds  lies  hidden  in  ob« 
•curity  inaccessible:   and  against  the  idea  6f  thenr  being 

•  The  irord  6ikl»  (says  Chauben,)  is  ^nned  from  the  Sixon  Gil* 
imn^  to  pay»  because  erery  man  was  giUan^  i.  e.  to  pay  something 
towards  the  charge  tad  support  of  the  company. 
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c^.  monkish  origin,  he  urge$,  their  being  constructed 
so  much  on  the  principles  of  a  parse  cMb,  that  they  can 
hardly  not  have  bi^n  founded  by  married  men.  *  Th« 
truUi  seems  to  be,  thai  they  originated  among  the  Anglo^ 
Saxons,  long  before  the  Conquest,  if  not  also  before 
^eir  conyersion  to  Christianity,  and  the  commencement 
of  English  monkery.  At  first,  they  may  be  supposed 
io  assume  a  simple  and  homely  appearance,  among  the 
civil  institutions  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  community;  but 
afterwards  to  pass  through  different  changes,  and  es^ 
peciaUy  after  the  copquest^  when  the  general  state  of 
society  and  the  whole  order  oflhings  experienced  so  con* 
aideraUe  i^  revolution^  They  were  ihea,  at  first,  per« 
haps,  put  down  or  laid  aside,  and  afierwards  revived 
and  resumed:  at  least,  we  hear  little  or  nothing  of  them 
under  the  first  Norman  kings,  or  till  about  the  19th^ 
century. 

The  most  common  and  prevailing  opinion  seems  to 
be,  that  the  gilds  sprung  from  the  Anglo-Saxons  ^A« 
f^;tg5:  though  it  may,  perhaps,  be  questioned,  if  the 
tilhings  themselves  did  not  take  their  rise  from  them. 
Jacob, fVom  Oamdeii,  informs  us,  that  the  origin  of  gilds 
and  fraternities  is  said  to  be  from  the  Saxon  law,*  by 
which  neighbours  entered  into  an  assoeiation,  and  became 
Ijound  for  each  otl^r,  to  bring  forth  him  who  committed 
any  crime,  or  make  satisfaction  to  the  party  injured; 
for'  which  purpose  they  raised  a  sum  of  money  among 
Uiemselvcs,  and  put  it  htto  a  common  stock,  whereout 
1^  |iecuaiary  compensation  was  made  according  to  the 

♦  A^nval  Rtview  (o^  ^807,  490. 
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quality   of  the  ofience  committed.     Flrom  hehce  cam^ 
our.  fraternities  and  gildsc  and  tbey  vrexe  in  use  in  tbis 
kingdom  long  before  any  formal  licences  Trerc  granted 
for  them:  though  at  this  day  [that  is,  in  Camden*s 
time]  they  are   a  company  combined  together,  ^ith 
orders  and  laws  macte  by  .themselves,  by  the  princess 
licence.  ^'  *  Cliambeis,  in  bis  Cyclopaedia,  expressed 
himself  much  to  the  same  purpose.     ^^The  original  of 
Gilds,  says  he,  is  thus  related:  it  being  a  law  among 
the  saxons,  that  every  freeman  t  of  fourteen  years  old 
ehould  find  sureties  to  keep  the  peace,  or  be  committed 
to  prison;  certain  neighbours  [therefore}  entered  into 
an  association,  [  consisting  of  ten  flimilies,]   ahd  be« 
came  bound  for  each  other,  either  to  produce  him  who 
committed  an  offence,  or  to  make  satisfaction  to  the 
injured  party.    That  they  might  the  better  do  this^ 
they  raised  a  sum  of  money  among  themselves,  whicb 
they  put  into  a  common  stock;  and  when  one  of  their 
pledges  had  committed  an  offence,  and  was  fled,  then 
the  other  nme  made  satbfiiction  out  of  thi^  stock,  by 
payment  of  money  according  to  the  offence.    Because 
this  association  consisted  of  ten  families,  it  was  called 
a  decermarjf:  hence  came  our  fraternities.     In  obser^ 
vance  of  the  above  law,  or  custom,  as  the  same  writer 
informs  us,  the  sherifi  at  every  county  court  did  from 
lime  to  time  take  the  oaths   of  young  persons,  as  they 
arrived  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  see  that  they  belong-^ 
ed  to  one  decamar^  or  another.  %  -—Such  is  the  ac« 

*  Sec  Jacob^i  L«w  Dictionary ,  under  the  word  Guild. 
t  Reltgioui  persotifl,  clerks,  ktaghts  and  their  eldest  «ons»  e&cepted. 
I  Chambtfs*  Cyclopedia,  undtr  GiLB  and  Fbamk //«4Sf«^       * 
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coosit  given  hy  these  'vrritcn  of  Um  ancient  deceno^nea^ 
0T  (jtbiofSy  from  wbicb  tlie  gilds  are  siqpposed  to  have 
fiprung ;  but  it  fleoros  tinoertain,  afiar  all,  wWber  tke 
gikfo  Bpruiig  ffoin  ibt  decennaries  or  the  deoennariea 
from  tbcni)  or  wliich  of  tbt  two  is  .the  no^t  ancient. 
They  might  be  coSval,  and  grow  ttp  togeOier  >  and  the 
gikk  haviag  torvived  the  decennaries  might  occasioa 
tbeir  beujg  8«|^>osed  to  baire  i^Mmng  from  them* 

• 
Toroer,  theingenio^tuitorian  of'tlie  Anglo-Saxons^ 
$ecmH  ako  to  w:xib9  to  tbem  the  origination  of.  Gilds  i 
mid  he  obserresf  tiiat  the  gilds^  or  social  confedcmti* 
tMis,  in  vkich  mtmy  «f  tka^e  people  chose  to  arrange 
Ihem^Ives,  (lesenre  verjr  paiticnhir  attention.  Amoi^ 
iMer  tkiqgSi  he  sags»^  that  tiieir  gilds  aac  snasfftiairs 
aHaded  to  io  the  lairs^.  If  a  man  without  paternal  adar 
lions  ahoHld  %ht  and  kiU  aaaihei^  tiken  his  matetnal 
Idosinen  were  <]ffdcrad  to  pay  one  thiad  af  the  Were,  his 
gild  a  tbirdf  and  fo/  (he  other  pact  his  gild  was  to  esc 
cape*  In  Limlon  these  appears  to  hare  bosn  fiaegiUs. 
In  a  diart^r  of  Caaterbniy,  the  tbree  companies  ct  the 
cituens  within  the  walls,  Sttd  these  without,  ave  men- 
tioned* Domesday  also  mentions  a  GtM  of  the  Cletgjr 
in  that  city.  In  short.  Gilds  u^ppeaxio  hare  been  vergr 
(Domnmn,  aad  in  greatJieqiiest  amongthe  Anglo-Saxons. 
They  seem  on  the  wbole^  as  our  author  thinks,,  to  be 
friendly  ^associations,  made  £nr  mutual  aid  and  contiu 
buHon,  to  me^  the  pecuniary  esugencies  which  wem 
perpetually  Arising,  (rom  burials,  legal  exaction^,  penal, 
mulcts,  and  other  payments,  or  compc^ns^Uioas.  That 
much  gopd  fellowship  wasconnected  with  them,  cannot 
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be  doubted.  The  fines  of  Uietr  own  impoBtttoii  Imply 
that  the  materials  jof  conviTialitj  wero  nc*  forgotten*  Itt 
short,  he  thinks  they  may  be  called-  the  Amglo^  Saicoa 
clubs.  —Even  the  more  unoooimon  qieoids  ofthose  cbnf^ 
derations,  cMtd  GiidaMsreaiariay  catMei^dfiani\OiUtj^ 
seems  to  have  existed  axftoog  the  same  people^.  That 
in  mercantile  and  Sea  ports,  says  the  same  aruthor,  tHere 
were  also  gilds  and  fiQsteniities  of  men  constituted  fbr 
the  purp<^  of  caifying  on  mom  sncoMsfol  ent^rizes 
in  commerce,  e?en  in  the  Anglo-^Saxon^tbnes}  appears' 
to  be  a  foot.  Domeiday,  (he  adds,)  mentions  the  Gi-^ 
lialla>  or  Guildhall  of  tl(b  bmighers  of  Dover.  * 

The  Gfilds  of  Lynn,  however,  cannot  b^  traced  toi 
so  ffctmote  a  period  as  that  of  the  Anglo-Saxons.  There 
majft,  indeed,  hare  been  gilds  here  at  that  period,  and 
Ihefiictcan  hardly  be  doubted,  as  they  were  then  so 
mudi  ki  Vogu^,  but  we  have  no  traces  of  them  now  re- 
matnliig.  All  the  Lynn  Gilds,  whose  names  and  re- 
matng  have  reached  our  time,  seem  to  have  sprung 
np  long  afier  the  conquest.  Of  theni  we  shall  treat  in 
theenmnig  pages. 


SfiOTioir  IL  Names  and  Number  of  <mf  anient 
CtUds;  with  iome  addUional  ob$erv0ihns. 

or  tJie  Lyna  Gilds  mt  prfiittil  books  give  but  atery 
imperfect  and  wvetdied  aiacontit  Their  list  of  names  if 
txtreemljr  defective  aod^  the  iA»  yAkh  they  give  of 

Sis 

m  SfcTurner^t  Hist,  of ih«  ^gIo-Sa&on9,8nd.U.  fol.  8.  p.  lOS,  Sec 
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thdse  institutions  is  equally  so.     For  a  more  C6rteci  and 
ampIe.infoMiation  on  this  subject  we  are  cliiefly  indebt<* 
e4   to  Mr.   King's    MS   Voiame,   before  mentioned^ 
which  was  compiled  about  a  hundred  years  ago,  by 
some  unknown  hand,  or  hands,  from  certain  ancient 
and  authentic  documents,  which  seem  no  longer  to  ex« 
ist>    Both  Mackrel  and  Parkin  appear  to  have  seen 
this  volume,  but  they  have  not  availed  themselves  of 
it  to  the  extent  they  might  have  done.     Even  its  most 
curious  and  interesting  parts  they  have  left  unnoticed. 
In  the  latter  part  of  this  volume  is  inserted  the  following 
<<Catalogue  <tf  the  Gikies  in  the  Towne  of  Lynn*'— 
amounting  in  all  to  thirty  on#.     They  stand  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  I.  The  Gild  of  St.  George.    2.    The 
Gild  of  St.  Erasmus.  3.  The  Gild  of  St.  John  Bap* 
itsi.  4.  The  Gild  of  S/.  Gj/les  and  St.  JuUnni  5.  The 
Gild  of  St.  Ethelerede:  6.  The  Gild  of  St.   Marga* 
reiti  7.  The  Gild  of  Si.  Annex  8.   The  Gild  of  the 
12  Jpohtles:  9.  The  Gild  of  S/.  Christopher:  10.  The 
Gild  of  our  Ladj/ :  \l.  The  Gild  of  St.  Michealthe 
Archangel:  12.  The  GQd  of  St.  Nicholas:  13.  The 
Gild  of  St.  Azodrej/s:  14.  The  Gild  of  St.  Michael 
and  King  Henry:  15.  The  Gild  of  Si.  Cyprian.  16. 
The  Gild  of  St.  Fabian  and  Si  Sahestian:  17.  The 
Gild  of  St.  Lawrence:  18.  The  Gild  of  Si.  Agnes: 
19,  The  Gild  of  CofpusChristi:  80,  TheGfldofthe 
TVinity:  jtl.  The  Gild  of  S/.  yifrfreo?:  22.  The  Gild 
of  Holy  Rood:  23.  The  Gild  of  Si.  Lovis:  24.  The' 
Gild  of  St.  Austin:  85.  The  Gild  of  St.  Barbara: 
26.  The  Gild  of  Si.  AtHony:  27.  The  OUd  of  ». 
Stephemi  28.  The  Gild  of  S^  Francis:  29.  The  GUd 
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of  the  Shoemakersi  SO.  The  Red  Gildi  31.  The  GiU 
ofS^  ^lY/tam^  iradiug  to  North  Bern. 

Such  a  large  number  of  these  fraternities,  in  sueh  a 
place  as  Lynn,  and  at  such  a  peried,  must  appear  not 
a  lUtle  extraordinary,  and  "what  seems  yery  difficulty 
if  not  impossible,  to  account  for,  but  on  the8niq[x>^ 
sition,  that  there  existed  here,  in  the  mean  time,  a  reiy 
respectable  d^ree  of  public  and  social  virtue,  or  in 
other  words  a  prevailing  disposition  among  the  inha* 
bitanU  to  promote  «ach  other's  interest  and  happiness. 
Upon  that  idea  they  must  be  thought  very  highly  of, 
as  nothing  could  well  be  more  creditable  or  honourabb 
to  their  memory.  A  tribute  of  respect,  which  sieems  to 
be  so'fairly  and  justly  their  due,  ought  not  to  be  here 
withheld.  fVom  them. — Nor  should  it  here  pass  an« 
noticed,  that  Lynn  is  |^  distingubhed  for  a  respec* 
table  number  of  similar  institution^;  that  ia  to  say,  for 
itspurse*clubs,  or  benefit  societi^,  the  gilds  of  the  18th. 
and  19th  centuries.  Their  number  is  about  toeiffy;. 
and  theif  mcnibers,  altogether,  may  amount  to  700,  or 
Qiore;  but,  as  most  pf  them  have  families,  the  benefit 
or  advanta^  of  these  useful  associations  may  be  sup<« 
posed  to  extendji  perhaps,  to  more  than  thre^  timeir 
that  number.  Of  the  real  and  importapt  utility  of  these 
social  institutions  no  doubt  can  be  enterVuned.  The  fad 
is  universally  admitted.  They  are  certainly  beneficial, 
not  only  to  the  individuals  piore  immediately  concerned, 
bat  even  to  the  community  at  Urge,  by  keeping  a  great 
inany  hon^  and  industrious  people  fipm  becoming  l^ur^^ 
9e)? 
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a^Dsome  to  the  parishes  to  which  they  belong.— It  ooght 
.  also  to  be  ranattnd  that  the  benefits  resulting  from  iiiese 
estimable  institdlioHs  we  to  tie  ^ributed  neither  to  the 
wisdom  of  government^  nor  yet  to  the  fostering  care  of 
•ite  «orporftti«i)  *rtit  tncifely  to  the  very  commendable 
jtbovgMMiMs  aflfd  virtue  of  tlie  individuak  thaf  com- 
jMe  jfliem.  Bqi  Iiere  is  not  the  place  to  enlarge  upon 
Ibis  topkrt  i9ft  Ai^cUierefete  drop  it  for  (his  time,  and 
VfswDie  4te  f<Mm^  imbjett. 


Of  flMe  thivty  one  Gilds,  iibove  named,  several  i 

to  luKV^been  <tf  the  highet  order  6f  those  associations,  or 

dftiie  taeit^^tile  sort,  consisting  of  trading  or  copmer- 

fcial  advcntnteife,   who  enjoyed  certain  privilcjpcs  bf 

^tehts  from  the  crown.    This  appears  to  have  beca  tlm 

6ase  with  the  1st,  fhc  4th.  the  ISHJi.  th^  20th.  and  SUL 

ih  Ae  ^bdve  cataloguie:  tljatis,  the  Gild  ofSL  Qea^^ 

that  df  ^t.    Gyles  and  St.   Julian^  that  oi  Cagm 

C^iiy  that  of  the  5fWi%,  and  that  of  S.  WWuott^ 

trtldnig  to  TioTrth'^m.    There  might  probably  basoiiie 

ftWtaorteoftfre  same  description,  All  the  rest,  itistwipf. 

I^sed,  Veir^ftiendlyassotiations,  formed  for  Uie  ^eoc- 

^^f'ttletowfer  orders  of  freemen,  tljati^,  ofihqaewhQ 

ijrewiiot  hi  a  rftate  of  villanage,  for  noxj^  of  the  .latter 

a^t^a^  to  WVeljeen  a^putted  into  Xhoje  fraternities. 

Poor  cre^tares!  they  trere  debarred  from  all  sudft  adf 

vantages   attd  comforts!    In. further  oonsided|]||p  the 

L^nn  gilds,  ^e  sliaU  take  them  in  the  order  in  ivbioh 

th^^tand  in  the  catalogue,  though  it  does  iio|  seem  ^ 

be  themost  Tegular  and  natural  or^ei;,  that  of  seniw^^ 
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Section  111.  A  more pqrtiaslar  account  cfmmecf 
the  Li/nnCild^^ 

1.  Si.  George's  Gild.  Of  this  fM^nuty  4ke&Mowiiig 
jEtccount  if  giveQ  by  Parkin— f^Henry  IV.  hy  his  letten 
patent,  gave  and  granted  license  to  John  BrandWi  Bar* 
thoh^mew  Sistern,  and  John  Soailwell  of  liOMe  £piBi 
copi^  rtiat  piey  might  make,  found,  «iid  establish  i^ 
the  honor  of  God,  and  the  glorious  maityr,  St.  George 
a  certain  fraternity,  brotherhood,  mid  porpetoal  Gnild 
pf  themselves  and  others^  who  out  of  their  devotion^ 
Tiere  wiUhig  to  be  of  the  aaid  iraternity :  and  that  bro* 
ihers  and  sisters  of  the  fralernity  and  gui)d  for  the  tim^ 
being  might  chuse,  make,  and  ordain  ope  .alderman^ 
^nd  four  costodes  of  the  said  fraternity  and  guild,  yearly^ 
for  the  good  and  profit  of  the  same,  and  out  of  the  breth- 
ren of  the  ^d  fitaternity  and  guild :  and  that  tte  said 
alderman  and  cu^ todes  and  their  successors,  bgr  the  name^ 
of  the  alderman  and  custodes  of  the  s^  -guild,  should 
have  power,  and  be  able  to  take,  receive,  andhold, 
any  lands,  tenements,  iGai^  and  possessions  whatso- 
ever,  or  should  be  by  any  ways  or  jneans  granted  to 
them,  and  to  do  in  all  other  respects,  &c.  and  U>  aot 
as  the  rest  of  his  liege  subjacta,  or  pefsons  do,  and 
have  power,  and  are  enabled  to  act.«-^nd  further  the 
said  king,  out  of  lu0  abundant  giacei  granted  and  gave 
licence,  by  his  said  letters  parent,  fioir  himself  and  his 
heirs,  to  the  aloresaid  aklerman  and  custodes  and  their 
successors,  for  the  time  beings  that  they  might  .receive 
and  hold  to  themselves  and  their  successors  for  ever,  and 
purchase  of  J.  March  the  right  that  Richard  WaterdcA 
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)iad  ilier0io  of  all  Ihot  tenement,  witli  a  kay  adjoinin^y 
with  all  its  buildings  and  apperlenances  in  Lenii  aforc« 
said,  ivhichbeloncredto  KolxjrtBaj'lly,  wliicli  tenei^ent 
kin  the  street  called  Le  Clicker,  l)ctween  the  tcncmeqt 
iaantrly  of  John  de  Ck)utesha1e  and  the  heirs  of  the  late 
William  Bytering,  now  of  William  Hundredpound^ 
and  the  heirs  of  the  late  John  Wyntworth,  on  the  south 
|xirt,  the  tenement  formerly  of  Nicholas  Swerdeston, 
late  of  John  Wyghton,  wherein  Walter  Tudenham 
DOW  dwells^  and  extends  itself  in  length  from  the  ^om- 
moa  way  towards  tlie  west  to  the  tenement  formerly  of 
Dominiok  Baude,  afterwards  of  Richard  Denne,  lately 
o{  John  Grene,  cl^rk,  then  ot  Thomas  Botckesham 
fO  the  east.  And  the  aforesaid  kay  lies  opposite  to  the 
said  tenement,  in  breadth,  between  the  kay  formerly  of 
the  afdresaid  John  Couteshale,  lately  of  the  aforesaid 
John  Wyntworth,  to  the  south,  and  the  common  lane, 
(Teaellam)  called  cornlane,  on  (he  north,  and  extends 
itself  from  the  common  way  to  the  east,  to  the  great 
bank  (ripam)  of  Lenne,  to  the  west,  as  well  as  for  tlie 
laainteDance  of  one  or  two  chaplains,'  as  to  prajrfor  the 
good  estate  of  the  king  and  his  most  beloved  consorf 
Joan,  queen  of  Jilngland,  as  long  as  theyiivcd,  and  for 
their  souls  after  their  deaths,  ajid  for  the  souls  of  their 
most  beloyed  father  and  mother,  deceased,  as  also  for 
the  good  state  of  all  and  singular  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  fraternity  and  guild  aforesaid,  according  to  th^ 
will  and  ordinance  of  the  aforesaid  alderman,  the  cusi 
fodes,  and  their  successors."  * 

•  4>arkin,  134,  5. 
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This  Gild,  it  is  said,  receiveil  many  otiicr  graats  of 
lands  and  tchements  from  Henry  V.  which  probably 
miglit  also  be  the  case  from  some  of  the  succcediiig 
princes.  But  at  the  reformation  it  was  dissolved,  as 
were  also  the  rest,  at  least  those  that  were  of  a  tradings 
nature  * :  all  whose  possesbioiis,  it  is  supposed,  wcic 
given  to  the  corporation  by  Edward  VI.— The  premises 
here  described  were  in  Cliecker  Street,  and  comprehend-' 
45d  the  Gild  Hall  of  tlie  fraternity,  called  St.  George's 
Hall,  now  the  Play-house,  t 

From  the  above  extract  ihe  reader  may  form  some  idea 
of  our  ancient  gild  of  St.  George.  But  in  order  to  have 
a  more  accurate  and  peifect  conoeptioa  of  it,  and  of 
the  Olivers,  alt  the  foUpwiog  accounis  must  be  compared 
together.  Of  most  of  our  gilds  we  have  only  the  names. 
Of  others  some  further  information  is  slili  olitainable,  of 
which  the  author  will  endeavour  iu  these  pages  tamake 
the  best  use  he  can.  It  Hiay  be  fccre  just  observed, 
thai  the  gilds  of  the  higher  order  appear  to  have  ^eir 
i:especlive  a/tars  in  the  different  churches  of  the  town, 
which  shews  how  nuich  religion  w^s  blended  with  those 
institutbns,  and  what  a  high  character  for  sanctity  the 
members  assumed.      A^^^y  ^^^  ^'^-  ^^^  resiM'ctive 

*  The  Gilds  of  the  coiamoa  p^ople^  or  those  which  had  no  Itii^e 
possessions  attached  to  them,  Were  theu  probably  not  meddled  wltb» 
but  suffered  to  go  on  as  befL>re.  Some  of  them,  us  we  have  before  sce2*i| 
existed  in  Camden^s  time,  s^ivl  perhaps  a  food  while  afterwards. 

t  St.  George's  Hally  alYer  it  i)v.vame  the  property  of  the  eorpoiwiofiy 
-vras  long  used  a^  a  court-bouse,  to  hold  the  quarter-session^  for  the 
couuty.  Tho^  sessions  i)a«e  silice  been  romove<l  to  the  Trinity  Gild- 
iMill,  now  the  Town-hall :  since  which  time  St.  Geerge^s  ball  has 
iKcn  converted  into  a  Play-housc,  and  is  now  during  thf  rpart  tim^ 
and  Sot  soomtime  aftav,  occupied  annually  by  a  company  of  comma* 
diafu. 
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ckapldinsy  to  act  as  tbeir  proper  religious  funclibnaries, 
and  pray  ^r  thesonls  of  tbeir  members  and  benefactors, 
dead  as  well  as  living . 

Of  the  secddd  and  thircl  gild  in  tlie  above  patalogue, 
(hat  is,  those  of  .^/.  £ra5;/ii/^  and  of  St.  John  BapUsi^ 
\^  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  further  iaformalion. 
They  were  probably  of  the  lower  descriptiim  o(  these 
fraternities,  and  having  no  large  possessions  attached  to 
them,  they  left  behind  scarcely  any  trace  or  memorial 
ef  their  e3ustenceA  They  mfght^  for  all  that,  be  very 
respectable  in  their  dMy,  tod  their  members  be  as  use- 
fiil  and  worthy  members  of  the  community  as  those 
who  composed  the  gr^  tmding  or  mercantile  gOds. 

Of  the  foatth  gttd  in  the  catalogue,  that  of  St.  Gyks 
and  St.  Julian  J  we  knbn  more  than  of  the  two  last  men- 
tioned. This,  in  itB  day,  must  have  been  a  notable  gild. 
It  was  foundiftd  ih  the  I4th  century,  and  in  the  reign  of 
Richaid  IL  as-appeat^  ftom  fhe  following  very  curioos 
dooumcnt,  pi^eservcd  in  Mr.  King's  book,  and  which  is 
here  given  in  the  original  orthography— ^In  the  ho- 
nour of  ourlxird  Jesus  Christ,  and  our  Ladie  Seynt 
Marie,  and  of  all  the  boly  company  offaeayen,  and  sg^ 
ciaMith  ofthe  holy  corsayntis  Seynt  Gyles  and  S^^at  J«- 
lian.  This  Gild  isoRkynd  and  b^onnen  ye  year  ofthe 
IncacMdon  of  our  Loud  1384.— And  this  Gild  shall  be 
holden  at  Lem  the  Sunday  iieKt  after  yis  fitat  ef  die 
apostelift  Peter  and  Paul,  that  the  aldennan  and  giU 
bretiietai  and  sisters  of  thisgiU  shal  gon^^sgederfoye 
church  of  Seynt  James  -oi  Lean  orderly  and  manly  tw» 
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iuid  two  togedii*,  and  offer  there  at  ilke  messes  each  bro* 
ther  and  sisters  ob.  upon  payn  ot  a  ];x>Qnd  of  wax.-^ 
Also  ordeyndis  that  the  alderman  of  the  gild  and  also 
the  gild  brothers  and  sisters  dial  dyen  togedir  every  ge« 
neral  day  and  each  brother  and  sister  shall  pay  to  ye 
subsidie  and  costages  of  this  gild  8d  on  the  morng.  a& 
(er  the  general  day  without  any  long  abideing,  as  well 
those  that  are  absent  as  those  that  aie  present,  except 
the  officers,  that  is  to  say,  the  alderman,  4  skyyeyns, 
clerk,  and  dean,  which  shall  no  subsidie  pay  for  the 
time  they  are  in  office.-^^Ajid  also  it  is  ordeynd  that 
what  brother  or  sister  of  this  gylde  -yt  u  in  the  towne  of 
Lynneor  in  4&mile  and  .in  heda  and  will  not  come  to 
his  general  day  ^od  to  bis  mimispecli  and  does  as  is 
afores^  and  make  none  attone  for  him  he  shall  pay  for 
the  amendment  of  the  gOd  aa  oft  sithes  as  may  be  P'nd  on 
bim  Ss.8d.  withcptany  forgiveness.— And  also  ordeynd 
it  is  that  what  man  that  will  bene  a  biotber  of  this  gilde 
from  this  time  aforesaid  shall  not  be  received  bnt  at  the 
genlK  day,  or  at  the  momspecfa,  and  that  he  have  S 
bretheren  to  withness  with  him  ythe  is  good  man  and- 
able  and  of  goodccuversation  before  yealdermai^  &  all  ye 
gild  bretheren^  &  he  shall  pay  to  the  profith  of  this 
bouse  6d.  that  isto  say,  to  ye  wax  9d.  tothe  alderman 
8eL  to  the  clerke  Id.  to  the  dean  ld-*And  also  each 
tuan  y t  shll'enter  into  this  gild  for  to  be  a  brother,  he 
shllp^  for  his  entry  to  ye  increase  of  ye  chattels  of  ye 
giU  I3s.  4d.  and  find  asufficiept  *  to  pay  it  within 
ye  first  year  after  his  coming  in  npon  pain  of  double  or 

3  » 

*  A  word  b  hH9  Ufk  out :  Siomtf,  ptrtttp** 
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>is  i  for  bin.— Ami  jdso  if  any  hrcihet  or  tiaiet  dt 
this  gild  be  deed  in  ye  towne  of  Lenn  ye  dean  shall  want 
all  ye  gild  brethercn  8c  sisters  yt  are  in  towfie  to  go  i6 
ye  cburcb  ^Uh  ye  cors  &  ofl^  each  man  a  fiarthing, 
&  who  coii^ndett&;  is  in  towne  ft  in  he(e  on  this  maner 
be.sbU  not  come  nordo  as  ii  aforesaid^  he  shU  pay  to 
fhe  ameodment  ^f  this  gild  one  pound  of  vax,  imd  if 
the  /kpn  f|Ml  of  comanding  ilke  brother  and  sister  yt  ii 
iu  towne  &^one  comand  he  shall  payen  Irf.— And  what 
brother  or  sister  of  this  gild  be  deed  in  ye  contre  or  in 
^ny  other  place  as  soon  m  ye  akterman  mny  wit  it  he 
fball  see  tiie  dean  wwn  all  the  gihl  bretheren  &  skieri 
yt  are  ia  Lena  Sc^  in  hcle  to  go  with  him  to  ye  church  cf 
St.  Janes  aforesakl  ftsoling  a  messe  for .  him  or  hir  yt 
is  dede  as  if  the^  body  were  there  {mfient  &  offer  in  ye 
maner  aforesaid  upon  ye  paine  afcnesaid  *&  whoso  be  nof 
]{l  towne  Qor  offer  in  je  mannor  aforesaid  nor  with  the 
corps  where,  it  is  burycd  he  sliall  pay  at  next  mcmispech 
aHer  a  ffarthing^  Sc  yt  shall  be  done  for  the  soul  of  him- 
.  or  hir  yt  is  dede  by  ye  ordey  nance  of  ye  aklerman  and* 
ye  officers.— And  where  yt  any  of  ye  bretheren  dye  in  ye 
countre  &  any  of  his  brotheren  be  near  him  be  10  miles' 
heshllgotoye  place  where  as  he  is  dede  &  ordeyneft 
spcyt  his  goods  be  saved  &  kept  ^  done  for  his  sold  aa 
hg4  13  .after  ye  wiU.  of  him  yt  is  dede  upon  ye  payn  of 
6s.  8d.  -.Also  it  ir ordcyud  y t;)p  brolber  or  sister  of  yis 
gild  shall  amerse  no  emplead  either  ixi  cotirie  nor  in  con« 
sistooenOr  in  nan  other  place  for  no  maner  of  cause  till 
h^have.reyealed  his  greivanceto  ye  alderman  or  hisde^ . 
puty  &  have  leive  of  him  mpon  payn  of  2/.  t  if  ye  al- 

X  i«r^>»  perhaps.        t  I^  probably  should  belli* 
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^derman  ppt  hb  deputy  may  not  accojrd  hem  he  Ml  gife 
^l»eu  ie|ve  for  to  fiersue  je  same  jt  way  tbey  hope  hest 
tospede. — ^And  aho  what  brother  of  this  gildyti)ete 
upon  or  my  say  other  ia  .eoiitTe  or  in  any  other  place 
and  it  may  be  proved  on  bym  he  «hall  pay  to  ye  amend* 
.mentof  this  gild  a  stone  of  Ufait  and  make  amends  to 
bym  that  be  trespass  to.-^An  if  any  brcrfher  or  sister  of 
this  glide  or  other  in  strange  place  or  in  coledge  In  pow- 
er  or  in  mischief  through  theyes  or  olher^udeyne  ]|  shaft 
jreleve  him  after  yat  his  state  is  in*-And  whose  trespa^ 
agst  ye  aideiYnan  or  any  of  ye  gilde  bretherea  in  time 
of  iMmspech  or  ofdrinke  or  ofiemy  other  time  tm^ 
>lkilfuUich  he  shall  pay  to  ye  amendment  of  this  gild 
fid.  and  make  Ms  peace  yt  he  trespasst.— And  while 
the  Gild  pleoer  drynketh  ye  alderman  shll  have  every 
night  gallon  of  ale,  either  sky  vans  a  pottle,  ye  clerke 
ft  pottle,  &  ye  dean  a  pottle,— A-nd  who  is  chosen  ia 
office  of  alderman  ft  he  fortoke  his  office  he  shll  pay 
toyeamendmentof  the  gild  20^.  each -sky  van  10^.  & 
ye  Dean  3s,  Ad.  «Bd  ye  cl^ke'6d.  —And  the  clerke 
aludl  have  for  his  travail  by  ye  year  3s.  *— And  whosoe 
discover  tte  cMnseil  of  this  gilde  to  any  strange  man 
or  woman  shaH  pay  to  ye  amendment  of  this  gilde  lOs.' 
without  any  foigiveA^.  ^^And  whosoe  enter  in  the 
bouse  where  the  ale  lithe  wilhout  leve  of  the  officers  he 
diallpay  to  ye  amendment  ofyis  gild  4(f.— Also  or^ 

3  p  2 

II  nitre  it  an  Ulef  ibie  wofd :  tbote  that  foUow  alio  are  scarcely  ih. 

teUlfible. 

*  Our  moden  clerics  are  better  paid.  * 

%  They  had  secrets,  it  teems,  which  they  deemed  of  mu^h  iix^or^, 
tMK^^ut  it  doMl&ot  appear  of  what  sort  they  wer«;^ 
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.cle7ii4  it  IB  hf  jt  ddermaii  and  gild  bretlieieD  tbat 
the  Skyvejiis  ynt  -shall  hare  ye  cattdof  this  GUd  in 
baad  each  of  ym  shall  find  9  saieties  to  bring  ye  catld 
of  ye  gild^emy  geneiaU  laorospech  or  their  sareUei 
fi^  ym  &    lay  it  down  vith  the   increase  (hereof 
afore  ye  alderman  &  ye  gild  bratheig  each  of  ym  up- 
on paine  of  the  double  yat  be  have  received,  —Abo  it  is 
ordeynd  yt  yebretheren  of  this  gild  shall  be  hooded 
in  ••••••  *  every  year  and  have  ye  use  of  his  hood 

2  year^  &  \rhosoe  refo^.his  hood  or  give  itawaj 
vaihin  2  years  shil  pay  ioj4  amendment  Of  ye  g^d  Ss. 
4d.— Also  it  is  ordeynd  yat  po  brother  in  time  of  mom- 
spech  shall  gone  oute  of  ye  Hall  +  nor  stand  no  rooms 
time  of  momspeck  no  of  drynke  witbouten  leveofTS 
alderman  in  letlyng  of  ye  ot^en  opoa  iiayne  of  lib.  of 
wax.-^And  also  ordeynd  iB  that  if  an/  brother  ofyii 
gild  use  snarling^  fidse  weights  or  measures,  or  any 
other  such  Uiing  that  tdbj  be  ftpnted  as  vikmy  to  ja 
company  he  shll  pay  to  ye'amend(tieitf  of  this  gilde  SQr. 
as  often  sithes  as  it  n)ay  be  proved  on:  hioa  v^ioot  anj 
forgiveness,— Also  ordeynd  it  is  yt  this  company  sUi 
have  a  Preist  to,  sing  for  them,  Sc  each  bro,  &  wim 
shll  pay  each  year  to  ye  costage  a(  ye  ndstafixesaid 
6d.  ^— Also  it  is  ordeynd  ytaf)^ ye  bretfaerenandsUeis 
have  dyned  togedir  on  ye  general!  day  ther  shall  no  mo 
meles  ben  holden  afterwd  but  bread  Sc  che^  8c  driok*-* 
Also  it  is  ordeynd  yat.whospe  will  bene  a  brother  of 

*  Some  word  or  words  aeete  liere  wanting. 

t  This  sbewt  that  this  GUd  alio  bad  tllaU. 
§  Supposifig  the  number  of  mombers  to  be  50»  bis  anDiial  «tip^» 
er  salary  amodnted  to  only  Sds.  A  cbajplain  now  would  •ip«#*°l 
times  tbat  sum,  at  leaM* 
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thk  Gild  be  shall  not  b^  received  bj  ye  alderman  tk 
all  ye  companj  at  ye  genendl  day,  &  yt  he  have  9 
sufficifent  sureties  of  ye  gild  as  well  as  of  his  entrancxi 
as  of  hk  good  beryng  &  honest,  — Also  it  is  or* 
deyod  by  ye  alderJaaan  &  aU  ye  gild  brethereu  yl 
ye  alderman  shall  call  up  4  men^  'which  4  men  shH 
call  up  8  men  to  ym  to  gone  on  ye  election  to  cho* 
■en  ye  officers  of  ye  Gild,  yt  isto  say,  an  alderman^ 
4  Skyveyns,  1  qlerke,  &  1  dean,  but  they  shll  no  man 
chuse  to  none  of  these  offices  of  ym  yt  are  of  ye  elec« 
lion  for  jrt  year,  &  also  what  brother  rebeUeth  or  let- 
teth  ye  alderman  in  ye  first  4  calling  he  shll  be  fineid  to 
ye  use  of  ye  company  SOs.  so  often  as  he  so  doth.— Also 
ye  election  have  ordeynd  ui  ye  genii  mojmspech  in  ye 
yr  of  our  Lord  1406  yt  they  yt  come  in  as  bretheren 
shll  there  take  his  charge  and  find  sufficient  securities 
for  their  enterance,  yt  is  to  say  13s,  4d.  which  shll 
belong  to  Lenn  hdy  company  abateing  and  also  they 
yt  bene  as  bretheren  but  be  lawful  for  ym  with  yt  sub* 
sidy  to  make  ym  merry  there  and  if  so  think  to  ye 
company  as  bene  more  proffit  to  ye  Gild  io  send  home 
ye  money  of  ye  entres  of  ye  bretheren  yat  come  in— » 
Also  it  is  ordeind  by  ye  election  ye  1st.  day  of  July 
year  of  ye  reign  of  Henry  5th,  they  have  ordeynd  thai 
thi^  company  sblt  jione  have  [hoods  *]  but  at  every 
jt  yip  ^kI.— Also  ordeynd  yt  no  man  sbU  have  b0odiii|( 
iNft  be  paid  therefore  as  cometb  th^reto.-^Also  it  is  or* 
^ynd  by  ye  savae  election  yt  wht  bro.  dye  of  this  confv 
pany  he  shll  have  sung  for  him  SO  messes  for  his  soul 
so  sva  as  U  is  kMwn  yt  heii  dead  and  yi  shU  bi/dooi 
.    .  •  jgbttftmutlbsvabeeiitfMworiMaitM.' 
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lifter  ye  old  manner  of  ye  alderman  &  ye  offieeis  yt 
•hU  be  for  ye  time— 'It  is  ordeynd  by  ye  alderman  & 
all  ye  bretheren  yt  nrhat  come  into  ye  said  Gild  shall 
ps^y  7s,— AlsQ  it  is  ordejnd  by  ye  election  of  thecom- 
j>any  by  ye  alderman  &  all  ye  bretheren  yt  ye  skyTejmtt 
shall  find  all  ye  costs  of  ye  house.'.'  [Then  it  is  added 
by  way  of  conclusioni  or  memorandum,]— *These  be 
ye  names  of  ye  flounders  and  benefactors  of  ye  Gild  of 
St.  GyleaandSt,  Julian  holden  in  St,  J^me's  ctturoh 
in  Lenn.'' 

•  £dmd,  BeUyter>  Morcht.  Tho.  ConstantyB,  Esq. 
&  Margaret  his  daughter,  William  loot,  Mercht. 
Founders  of  ye  Qild  oC  St.  Gyles  and  St.  Jolian  hoi- 
den,  &c.''  [i.e.  in  St.  Jame's  church  ia  Lenne,  asbe- 
fore,-^Tben  are  added  the  names  of  the  principal  sob- 
sequent  bene&cton,  as  we  may  sujqpose.]— Tha 
Hulyctt,  Meroht^  Robt«  Braybrpke,  Mercht.  Walter 
^Ccmey,  Mercht,  William  Willis,  Mercht.  WiUiam 
Nicholson,  Mercht,  Robt.  Soryme,  &  Julian  hi^  wife, 
John  Soame,  Richd,  Evelyn,  Mercht,  Wm,  Amfle% 
Mercht.  Joh9  Taylor,  Meccer,  Ricbd, '  Amfiesi 
Mercht. — Special  benefactors  of  ye  said  GUd,  &for  all 
^e  bretheren  ^nd  sisters  souls  of  this  said  Gild|  &  fof 
jail  xn  Souls,"  .        . 

^  From  some,  notes,  in  the  same  volume,  teunediately 
loUowing  the  above  long  extract,  it  appears  that  Ihert 
iras  an  Almshouse  connected  with  the  said  Gild,  or  ufi- 
ier  its  patronage,  from  the  first:  Also  that  there  was  a 
ehariij/  company^  dwelling,  in  a  Bedc  house  adjoinsig 
to  that  same  Ahnsbooie;  which  lik^tise  becMie  after- 
wards conntcted  witli  the  said  gikl#    Tt^  Bedehouif 
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vrnsj  probabiy)  (he  present  "womb's  Hospitnl,  still  some* 
iinies  called  Me  Bedehouse;  an^  the  Almshouse  might 
stand  where  Mr,  Bonnett's  dwelliiig  and  school  now  do. 
Prom  the  same  notes  it  also  seems,  that  the  date  of  th« 
foundation  of  tlie  said  *Gild,  as  given  abote,  must  h% 
ifvrong,  owing  perhaps  (o  the  carelessness  of  the  tran* ; 
scriber,  and  that  it  had  lieen  founded  earlier.  '—The  notes 
alluded  to  are  the  following;  which  are  here  inserted, 
that  the  intelligent  reader  may  haye  an  opportunity  to 
judge  for  himself. 

^'1476.  This  day  comond  •  of  ye  Almeshouseby  St. 
James's  &  it  is  agreed  that  Wm.  Walter,  Robt*  Bray- 
broke,  Tho.  Constantine,  John  Bambage,  Robt.  Bas* 
if^y  &  John  Gillom  shall  have  the  oversight  of  tho 
Ukneshottse  between  this  and  ye  genii  day  io  the  use  ot 
llieGild. 

"  **AIso  Tho.  Constantine  on  of  ye  bretheren  of  this 
gild  as  executor  to  Margarett  his  daughter,  heir  to  Edmd. 
BAlyeie  hath'  granted  this  same  day  to  make  a  lawful 
estate  <»  jgd  said  almeshouse  in  fiee  simple  to  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  named  by  the  gild. 

^1477.  As  for  ye  rule  and  keeping  of  ye  almeshouse 
Sc  vestments  to  be  lefl  to  ye  alderman  &  4  of  the  bretheren. 

**  1487.  Given  by  ye  gild  to  ye  prior  towards  repairing 
ye  chordi  GL  8d.  the  rest  towards  repairing  ye  cilap- 
pell  of  St.  Julian  and  ye  almeshouse. 

<<Whdras  JohnReeS,  Mercht.  has  been  misguided 
agst  ye  alderman  and  officers,  John  Goodwin,  Mayot, 

*  4 Itnvft  Word«  wboM  nMnios  tMOWBott^ry  •uj  to  ifoerttis. 
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^JohaBuhtmi,  aldennan^  hav^  ordered  he  did  pay 
£g.  8d.  for  bis  broke,  ivliich  was  pd  accordingly,  bat 
was  reitinied  on  condition  be  sbd.  give  to  ye  Ahnes* 
liouse  2  new  pair  of  sbeds,  2s;  4d.  the  pair. 

«147S.  Delivered  to  John  WaUcr  a  WhysUewt.  12 
I  oz»  the  gift  of  llobt.  Gring  to  ye  fellowship. 

<^The  sky  vants  to  bear  ye  charge  of  ye  light  before 
St.  Julian.  >^ 

<*The  P/eist  to  pray  every  Sunday  for  ye  tvetheren& 
sisters  of  ye  gild.' 

<<The  Alderman  to  gather  in  ye  debts  of  ye  gild  &  to 
have  20d.  to  ye  jg.  which  debt  is  for  repaijring  ye  cluip* 
pel  of  ye  gild  &  ye  almeshouse. 

<<Qrdered  yt  ye  bretheren  shall  go  about  ia  ye  even 
praying  f<^  y^  old  benefactors,  &  ye  benefodors  to  be 
written  in  ye  Gild  Book,  &ye  Belhnan  to  have  a  list  of 
flieir  names,  &  yt  Thos.  Toylet  be  remend^ered  in  ye 
Bederoll  when  ye  ficUman  goeth  idxnit* 

<U482.  Ordered  yt  ye  sisters  be  received  into  ye  giH 
paying  their  dutys  without  delay  &  ye  said  sisters  shall 
go  with  ye  bretheren  on  ye  same  dales. 

^^Such  bretheren  &  sisters  as  be  in  poverty  &  not  able 
to  bury  y ouselves  shall  have  the  dean  As  wax  at  the  cost 
of  the  Gild  so  they  be  clear  in  the  Gild,  % 

<<The  Alderman  toby  out  21.  lU.  Id.  in  his  hands 
towards  repairing  the  Almeshouae  ft  bedidg. 

«John  Soame,  Aldennan  gave  3/.  to  ye  Gild. 

,<^At  one  of  the  Geocnils  there  wasoi  vote  in  ye  ^Iaw« 

X  Thirfh«Rrfiha|ioineorilisswiBlbe»ertbliCildw«repoo». 
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sbi(l  for  ho6Q9f  42  was  for  hoods^  &  only  8  f  Mrhicti  wd» 
have  none,  whereupon  it  waft  agreed  they  shd.  have 
hooding. 

"In  the  28th  year  of  the  reign  of  K.  Hen,  6th.  the 
Oenerall  momspech  was  kept  at  Corpus  Christa  [Christi] 
Hall  ♦  Cyprian  Pouleson  have  taken  into  ye  same  f rater* 
ntty  the  charity  company  with  the  ornaments  pertaining 
to  thesame. 

."These  be  ye  implements  pertaining  to  ye  altat  of 
St.  Lawrence  %  in  St.  Jameses  Church  belonging  to 
the  charity  company  Anno  1533. 

fBrst  3  altar  clothes  3  pQlows  a  vestment  of  cloth  of 
Bawdekyn  with  a  cross  of  cloth  of  gold  in  ye  mids^ 
a  printed  Mass  Book,  8  latten  candlesticks,  one  altar 
doth  before  ye  attar  stained,  2  stained  curtains,  SBulk 
for  pardons,  2  curtains  of  damick,  a  PaU  of  bhck 
wursted,  with  I.  H.  S.  of  gold  ^ embroidered,  and  a 
cross  of  white  ffustin  in  ye  midst,  a  crucifix  of  timber 
-with  a  foot,  a  Mue  say  for  the  Herse,  2  great  candle* 
•ticks  of  timber  for  ye  Herse  with  scallops  aad  4  iroa 
bars  at  ye  feet,  a  Horn  harmsssed  with  silver. 

<^K.  B.  l^he  above  Charify  Company  dwelt  in  ye 
Bedehouse  adjoining  the  above  Almeshouse.'* 

<U488.    The  alderman  to  have  finr  making  his  dia<^ 

3  Q 

t  This  GUd  condstad  then,  it  soBmtyXif  SO  membon. 

*  By  this  it  appears  that  th«  Corpus  Christi  Gild  had  a  separate 
Hall,  but  where  it  stood  does  not  appear.  That  Gild  seems  there^re 
to  hate  been  another  of  the  superior  order. 

X  It  seems  by  thb  thtt  the  Gild  of  St.  L«wrciu:e  also  was  ooe  of 
thoie  of  a  lupf  tier  order. 
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ner  on  the  gild  even  for  ihe  officers  &  minstrells  %  Ss.  M» 
ft  BoUe  of  good  Ale  and  4d.  in  Bread."  *  [A  Bill,  as 
it  is  called,  and  some  memoranda  are  annexed  to  this 
last  article  in  the  MS.  Volume.  They  were  thought 
curious,  and  well  worth  preserving.  The  reader  will  find 
them  in  the  note  below,  and  will,  of  course,  judge  for 
himself,  as  to  the  merit  or  value  of  them.]  Then  follows 

^^An  IfTcentory  of  the  ornaments  belonging  to  the 
Altar  of  St.'  G^lfss  ^  St.  Julian  in  St.  Jameses  Church. 

§  The  minstrels,  it  may  be  supposed,  were  employed  on  their  pub. 
lie  days,  to  add  to  the  conyivialky,  or  glee  and  hilarity  of  those  meet- 
iD|^ ;  which  shews  the  members  were  not  of  an  uncheerly  cast. 
Minstrels  must  hate  been  then  in  no  small  request  at  Lynn. 

•  **A  Bill "  [of  expencet  relating  to  the  Almshouse,  with  memoranda.] 

8.  .         d. 

The  Alderman^s  ffee.. « ...9.  4, 

Mess  [Mass]  Pence 6.  8. 

For  sowing  [sewing]  blankeU  3c  Sheets 0.  8. 

A  Bucket  for  the  Almeshouse 0.  5. 

Straw  to  the  Beds 0.  3. 

To  Wm.  Lister  Almes 0.  4, 

To  Nicholas Almes 0.  8. 

ToaMasonfora  dales  work , 0.  7. 

'His  man; 0.  4 

Shinks. 0.  1. 

For  S  pair  sheet!^ 7.  6. 

2  pair  ditta 4.  8. 

S  Mattrisses ••.•m.m «.•«... »..m«.»»». 8.  0. 

For  Mass  pence  atOferings 4.  0. 

For  the  Hearth  maVipg  in  ye  Kitchen r. 1.  0. 

For  a  Lahthorn  in  the  middle  of  the  house 0.  7. 

For  the  Bed  bottoms * 1.  1. 

P*id  forthe.sonlsofllicholasBardeny  Prior  of  Lynn,Wrti.  Wattlett, 
John  Dean,  and  many  more,  each  of  them  Us*  6d. 
^  Robt.  Soame  gave  a  Load  of  Oatstraw  for  repairing  their  Beds. 
Ordered  that  the  Keeper  ring  the  Bel!  at  6  o'clock  at  night,  &  ther^ 
be  prayers  daily,  St  that  the  Alderraao  irisit  the  Almethoust  once  a 
month  to  see  that  nothing  be  amiu. 
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Imprimis.    A  cypru3  hanging  before  the  Altar. 

Two  Pillows,  one  of  portray 'd  work  with  the  Holy 
Lamb,  another  of  needlework  with  an  Hart  in  the 
midst.  Two  curtains  of  stained  woik  with  angels. 

Two  Irons  for  the  Curtains. 

An  altar-cloth  stained  with  our  Lady  &  her  child  oa 
her  knee^ 

A  stained  altar-cloth  with  the  Salutation  of  our  liady 

Three  low  candle-sticks  hittin. 

Twp  altar  cldtl^es  of  plaio  olotb  with  crosses  of  red 
silk  with  8 ...  a  Peice  &  G  on  the  comers  of  the  samt 
clothes  &  one  of  red  silk  in  ye  middle. 

2  Chests  of  Cyprus  wobd;. 

Witnesses  Sr.  Wm.  ffinne,  Sr.  Richd.  Houghton^ 

Sr.  Tho.  Knights,  Priests,  with  many  others. 

^^Jn  Inventory  of  the  Jewell  belottging  to  the  abov4 
gildc. 

oz.       dwU 

Imprtmis.  A  Chalice  of  Silver  and  gilt )  ,g  .  • 
•with  gold  Pottant  of  the  same,  wt.  3        ' 

A  great  Maser  with  a  print  of  St.  George.     46.      0. 

A  Maser  with  St.  Julian  and  a  Hart  in  )     .^       ^ 
the  bottom  with  a  Scepter.  / 

A  Maser  with  L  H.  S.  in  the  bottom.         13.      0. 

A  Maser  with  Rich.  Collyns  name.  16,      0. 

A  Home  harnissed  with  Silver  and  gilt  \  \^      ^ 
with  three  feet  the  same.  j        * 

A  Scepter  silver  part  gilt  with  a  Christall  stone, 

9  Table  clothes. 

S  o  2 
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[Then  follows  an  Inventory  of  furniture  in  ilie  men^€ 
and  the  women's  Almshouse.'] 

^'These  be  the  f  arpetts  belonging  to  tlie  Almethotue 

Imprimis.  In  the  first  Chamber  ^  called  the  Schooler^ 

Chamber.  A  Mattriss  stuffed  with A  Bolster, 

one  pair  of  Blanketts,  one  pair  of  Sheets  &  cme  Co- 
verlid white  &  black. 

In  the  second  Chamber.  A  Mattriss  S  Pillows  1  pair 
i6f  Sheets  1  pair  Blan&etts  &  a  Coverlett  red  &  yellow. 

In  tie  third  Chamber^  A  Mattriss  a  Bolster  one  pair 
ttaBket(&  one  pair  Sheets  a  Coverlett  blue  &  yellow. 

In  the  fourth  Chamber.'  A  Mattriss  a  Bolster  one 
pair  Blanketts  one  pair  Sheets  &  a  Coverlett  red  &  white. 

In  thejifih  Chan^,  A  Mattriss  a  Bolstar  1  pair 
JSheets  1  pair  SUMA^elts  a  Cpyerlett  black  &  yellow; 

In  the  sixth  Chamber.  A  Mattriss  a  Roister  a  pair 
Kheets  a  pair  Blanketts  &  a  Coverlett  red  and  yellow* 

Iif  the  seventh  Chamber.  A  Mattriss  a  pair  Sheets  a 
pa^r  Blaoketlsa  (^tivcrlett  red  ftyeilow. 

IK  TRE  women's  HQ^SE• 

First  Chamber.  A  IV^attris?  a  Bolster  a  pair  Sheets  St 
a  Coverlett 

fn  the  second  Chamber^  A  Mattriss  a  pair  Sheets  a 
Coverlett  of  red  &  yelloir  aQotb^r  Coverlett  white  & 
black. 

In  the  third  Chamber:  A  A(attr{sii5  a  T^aunwop  a 
pair  Sheets  a  pair  Blankietts  ^  a  Coverlett  red  &  yellow. 

In  the  fourth  Chamber.  An  old  Mattriflft  a  I)agfCt* 
waine  &  a  Coverlett  white  &  .green. 
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hi  thejtfth  Chamber.  A  Mattriss  a  Tranflcune  a  pair 
ot  Blanketts  a  pair  of  Sheets  a  Coyerlett  lod  and  j^^w 
another  red  &  green. 

In  the  sixth  Chamber.  A  Mattriss  a  Bolster  a  Blair- 
kett  Lincjr  wollcy  a  Cof  erlett  red  &  black  lined  witli 
woodmill. 

Implements.  A  fforme  with  2  ffeet,  a  Rake  of  iron, 
a  Joiner's  TaUe,  a  Lanthom  to  hang  in  Uie  middle  of 
the  house. 

To  the  WcU^A  Buckett  hooped  with  Iron,  a  Boife 
of  Iron,  a  Chain  of  Iron  with  9  lincks  with  a  swivell 
of  Iron. 

Impiemenis  belonging  to  th0  Women^m  Souse. 

lb.       OS. 

Imprimis.  A  Brass  Pott  wt.  9.     10. 

An  old  Brass  Pott  wt.  9.      0. 

An  old  Brass  Pott«  1.'     0, 

An  old  Brass  Pott,  «  1*     10. 

A  little  Pott.  -    5.     10. 

A  Kettle  withoutaBoile^  7.      0. 

SoUPans.  5*      0. 

A  Pewter  dish.  1.     lOi 

9  old  flbmes,  9  old  small  Joiner  Vstbob. 

An  old  little  Stoole,  aoold  Tablewith4  ffert,  anoM 
Joiner's  chair. 

IntheKiiekhi^  Imprimis.  A  gridiron,  1  pair  Cobb- 
irons,  1  hanging  Brandlett,  S  Spitts,  a  chopping  knife, 
A  banging  JUanthom  with  an  Iron  Chain  &  three  ffiset." 

[To  the  above  is  imroediatdy  added  the  fottowhif 
legulation  relating  to  the  said  almshouse.  J 
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*'The  keeper  of  the  Almeshouse  to  Ring  the  Bell  every 
night  firom  HaHowmass  to  Candlemass  at  6  of  Clock 
at  night  &  lett  in  ye  poor  folks,  &  lock'd  [lock]  ia 
je  door  iril  night:  &  likewise  to  Ring  the  Bell  agaiq 
ml  7  of  Clock  in  ye  motn,  &  then  to  let  them  out:  &  in 
summer  from  Candlemass  to  Ilallowmass  to  Ring  & 
sbutt  in  ye  doors  at  8  of  clock  at  night  &  open  them  ai 

5  <Jf  the  morning."— The  account  of  St.  Gyles  &  St. 
Julian's  Gild  is  closed  with  the  following  lemarkabk 

6  curioua 

^^Memorandwn.  John,  bbhop  of  Ledence,  bare 
granted  to  every  brother  &  sister  of  the  fraternity  or 
Gild  of  St.  Gyles  &  St«  Julian,  holdenat  St.  James^ 
Church  in  Lynn,  that  at  the  time  or  season  that  any 
manner  of  person  or  persons  do  intend  to  drink  in  St. 
Julian's  Horn  ♦  with  good  devotion,  arc  granted  by  the 
said  Bishop,  as  often  as  they  do^  40  days  pardon, 
which  grant  was  confirmed  by  the -same  bishop  in  the 
mansion  place  of  John  Baxter  of  Lynn,  Grocer,  in  the 
presence  of  Cyprian  Pouleson,  alderman,  the  said  John 
Baxter,  Thomas  Brampton,  &  other  men  the  5th  day 
of  August  in  ye  yr  of  our  Lord  1532  in  the  24ih  yr  of 
K.  H.  8.  John  Powis,  Mayor,  &  my  Lord  of  Norwich 
jSichd.  Pykk  [Nykk]  then  bishop  did  visit  the  same 
time.— The  said  John  bishop  [ofLedence]  was  then 
iUffir^gan  f  to  my  Lord  West  bishop  of  £}y.^ 

From  these  Extracts  it  is  very  evident  that  the  above 

•  This  U  the  only  mention  we  hare  met  with  of  Saiiti  JitlUm**  M^, 
the  hifitbry.of  which,  no  doiibt|  vouM  be  yerj  amusing^  if  it  couid  be 
recovered. 

t  This  shews  ^t  even  our  suffragan  bishops  assumed  the  power  of 
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fraternity  of  St.   Gyles    and   St.    Julian  roust  h^vc 
stood  high  among  our  ancient  Gilds.     It  coi^isted,  it 
seems,   of  divers  opulent  members,   who  did  honour 
to  their  feelings  by  the  attention  which  they  paid  to  the 
wants  and  sufferings  of  their  indigent  neighbours  of  both 
sexes:  for  we  find  that  there  were  two  Almeshouses,  one 
for  poor  men^  and  another  for  poor  women^  under  their 
patronage,  and  supported  by  them,  if  not  also  founded 
by  them.     On  this  account  we  ought  to  respect  their 
memory,  papists  as  they  were;  for  this  part  of  their 
conduct  was,  surely,  very  commendable  and  exemplary. 
Soch  a  conduct  is  worthy  of  respect  and  commendation 
wherever  it  is  seen:  among  papists  as  well  as  protes- 
tants;  and  even  amon^  mahometans  or  heathens  as  well 
as  christians.     There  are  Almeshouses  still  at  Lynn, 
but  we  know  not  that  they  owe  much,  if  any  thing,  to 
the  bounty  or  liberallity  of  any  of  our  present  opulent 
families,  or  to  any  of  their  immediate,  or  even  remote 
progenitors.     They  were  endowed  by  wealthy  families 
or  individuals  of  other  times,  whose  descendants  have 
long  disappeared.  Our  modem  men  of  wealth  are  other- 
wise disposed:  and  our  Aliens,  ourBagges,  our  Bow- 
kers,  and  our  Cases,  have  lived  and  died  without  ex- 
hibiting any  symptoms  of  feelings  like  those  tliat  appeared 
in  the  charitable  fraternity  of  St.  Gyles  and  St.  Julian. 
If  the  latter  were  also  in  other  matters  weak  and  super- 
stitious, that  was  perhaps  unavoidable  by  people  in  their 
circumstances.    We   have  our  weaknesses  and  super- 
stitions too,  and  those,  probably,  much  less  excusable, 

fnnting  indulgences,  or  licences  to  sin  with  impunity ,  on  such  con* 
4itions  as  they  chose  to  preKribf . 
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cooiideitiif  our  superior  advantag(!8,  than  ihoee  of  (he 
brethieQ  mkI  sisters  of  the  said  Gild.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  deorjing,  or  pitying  ibeir  failiag9,  we  ought  to  blush 
forocurowii. 

Furthermore,  it  in  observable  of  the  above  brother- 
hood)  thatthey  consisted  ofgoodmem  tmi  aUe,  and  of 
gpodcotnersation.    (seep<  48S«)  So  careful  were  they 
on  this  head,  ihat  every  member  at  his  admissiott  was 
obliged  to  find  ttoo  sureties^  who  were  to  answer  forth* 
due  performance  of  his  engagement  to  the  gild,  and  aba 
io  testify  of  his  good  bitjfMg  mnd  honest,  or  that  he  was 
a  person  ofirreproachable  moral  character,  (seep.  49G.) 
We  are  not  certain  that  our  modem  proitsUad  Gilds, 
the  benefit  societies,  &c«  are  equally  careful  that  those 
whom  they  receive  among  them  be  persons  of  good  re* 
port,  or   blameless,  conversation*    It  would  certainly 
be  very  creditable  to  them.— -The  said  giU  adsa  appeaved 
anxious  to  support  a  respectable  religious  character,  and 
promote,  what  they  deemed,  the  practiee  of  piety  asioiig 
themselves:    hence  they  had  their  proper  cbaplam  or 
religious  functionary,  as  was  before  noiiced.     Indeed 
they  seemed  as  if  desiroas  tobe  thoughtteexedin  this 
department,  as  is  pretty  plainly  iadicated,  by  thm*  as- 
'  suming  tlie  name  of  the  Linn  kofy  compm^^  which 
may  be  thought  to  sowU  a  little  pharisaical.    However 
that  was,  as  they  possessed  so  many  good  quid^es,  and 
deserved  well  of  their  neighbours  and  fellow  citisens, 
we  can  do  no  less  thau  dinaiss  or  take  out  leave  of 
them  respectfully. 
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Section.  IV.  Account  of  the  Gilds  continued. 

After  St.  Gyles  and  St.  Juliaii!^  Gild,  the  next,  in  tlie 
Catalogue,  is  that  of  St .  Eikeleredy  or  Ethelred.  Of  this 
Gild  we  have  met  \vith  no  particular  account;  and  but 
little  more  of  the  next  to  it,  that  of  S*.  Margaret:  Par- 
kin just  mentions  that  it  was  founded  in  the  8th.  of  Henry 
IV .  a  patent  being  granted  by  that  monarch  for  that 
.puipose.  ♦  Of  St.  Ann^%  Gild,  the  7th.  in  the  Cata« 
loguc,  Parkin  only  says,  that  there  was  here  such  a  Gild^ 
as  appears  by  the  inquisition  taken^in  the  3rd.  of  Eliza- 
beth. He  also  queres,  if  there  was  not  a  chapel  dedica- 
ted to  St.  Anne,  somewhere  near  the  Fort  which  still 
bears  her  name  ?  f  which  seems  very  reasonable  to  sup« 
pose.  Of  the  next,  the  Gild  of  the  IS  Apostles^  we 
have  met  with  nofuilher  account;  nor  yet  of  that  which 
immediately  succeeds  it,  the  Gild  of  St.  Christopher. 

Of  the  10th.  Gild,  that  of  off r  Ladj^y  the  following 
mention  is  made  by  Parkin— "These  are  the  brethren 
and  sisters  of  the  Guild  Tigulat.  founded  to  the  honour 
and  purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  ao.  3. 
£dward  HI. — ^Thomas  de  Langham,  and  Christian  his 
wife;  Charles  de  Secheford,  and  Alice  his  wife;  Uobert 
de  Derby,  and  Margery  his  wife;  William,  son  of 
the  said  Robert,  &c.  [The  names  of  the  rest  are  not 
given.]  Robert  seems  to  be  alderman  of  theGuild.— 
These  are  the  four.Morwespechesof  the  said  Guild: 
.  the  first  morwespeche  is  on  the  Sunday  [ie  Dj/meynge 
prochein]  after  the  purification  of  the  Uessed  YirgiBi 

3h 

•rirkin,130.  t  Ibid.  141. 
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the  second  on  the  day  of  the  annunication  of  oar  h^Ay^ 
the  third  on  the  da^  of  the  assumption  of  our  Lady  ^ 
the  fourth  on  the  conception  of  our  Lady.-^lt  is  ordain- 
ed that  if  any  of  the  brethren  be  summoned  on  any  of 
the  four  morwespeches,  and  are^  the  said  town,  and 
make  default,  they  shall  pay  Id.  to  the  honour  of  our 
Lady."  • 

This  Gild,  as  the'aboye  writer  hints,  had  its  Alder- 
m^ny  +  and  likewise^  probably,  all  the  other  kind  of  of- 
ficers mentioned  in  4he  account  of  St  Gyles  and  St.  Ju- 
lianas Gild ;  with  laws  also  somewhat  alike  those  of  that 
fraternity ;  but  its  records  relating  to  those  matters 
haying  all  perished,  nothing  more  can  be  said  on  those 
heads.— The  chapel  of  our  Lady,  which  belonged  to  this 
Gild,  or  to  which  the  gild  belonged,  was  not  that  by 
the  bridge^  to  which  it  gave  name,  but  that  an  the 
mount  J  which  was  formerly  a  very  noted  place  in  this 
town,  botli  for  its  curious  arcliitecture  and  its  reputed 
sanctity— the  offerings  there  sometimes  exceeding  those 
of  all  our  other  holy  places.  But  mdre  of  these  matters 
when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  religious  houses. 

Of  the  five  Gilds^  mentioned  in  the  Catalogue  ne^ 
after  that  of  our  Ladj/y  namely  those  of  St.  Mickctel 
the  Archangel,  St.  Nicholas,  St.  Audrey,  St.  Mi- 
chad  and  King  Henry,  and  St.  Cyprian,  no  partica- 
lar  information  has  been  obtained. .  We  therefore  know 
not  how  they  were  constituted,  or  what  were  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  their  respective  confederations.     That 

•  Psirkin,  *J4i.  t  Those  of  the  OlId<  aeem  to  be  tii  onf^ 

iUdtrmm  of  Lynn  in  those  dajs.  tee  page  395. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY    OF    LTNN*  441 

ike  members  of  all  or  of  any  of  tbem  were  as  useful  aii4 
respectable  in  tbeir  generation  as  those  of  St.  Gyles  and 
J  ulian  can  neither  be  affirmed  nor  denied.  They  might 
be  all  very  good  sort  of  people,  in  their  way,  for  aught 
we  know.  But  we  may  without  any  breach  of  charity 
suppose  they  had  their  full  share  of  ohildish  credulity 
ancl  stupid  superstition.  Theseu  were  the  predominant 
failings  of  their  time/  of  which,  however,  even  our  own 
time,  and  with  all  its  boasted  advantages  and  improve^ 
ments,  is  not  yet  quite  clear.  We  must  therefore  sup- 
pose, that  they  readily  and  impliclty  believed  all  the 
marvellous  monkish  tales  which  were  then  propagated, 
especially  those  that  particularly  related  to  their  respec- 
tive tutelar  or  patron  saints.  The  members  of  St,  Au* 
drey^s  Gild,  for  instance,  would  all  readily  believe  the' 
extraordinary  and  miraculous  virtues  ascribed  to  bee 
wonderful  Smock  at  Thetfordi  and  those  of  our  Iuady*s 
CiW  would  no  less  readily  believe  the  wonderful  accounts 
of  her  appearances  to  divers  persons  in  the  very  samo 
town.  Thetford  being  so  nigh  to  Lynn,  and  in  the  same 
county,  the  miracles  pretended  to  have  been  worked 
there  would  sopn  be  reported  and  credited  here;  and 
those,  especially,  that  were  ascribed  to  St.  Audrey  and 
Our  Liody^  would  be  so  among  the  members  of  those 
Lynn  Gilds  which  bore  their  names.  * 

S  H  2 

•  Of  St.  A^df^y  *nd  her  smock^  and  our  Lady  and  her  affMrances  at 
Thetford,  some  account  miiy  be  found  in  Martinis  Hii^tory  of  that  town, 
^peaking  of  the  church  of  St.  Audrey,  he  says,  it  was  of  but  small  re- 
yenue,  but  that  a  fiimous  relique  made  ample  amends  to  the  priest  fbr 
thesmaUness  of  his  stipend.  He  then  introduces  the  following  extract 
Uom  Baron' t  R$liquii  of  Rims ^  fol.  181.— «*ln  Thetford,  a  Mayor  town 
iu  Norfolk|  thert  was  a  parish  churchy  now  destroyed,  i;all«d  St.  Audris«. 
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The  sixteenth  Gild  in  the  above  Catalogue  is  that  of 
Si.  Fabian  and  St.  Sahesiian^  ox  Sebastiany  bf  \\hich 
the  following  account  is  given  by  Parkin "At  a  col- 

In  thb  charch  among  other  reliquet,  was  a  smoei  of  St.  AudriM,  which 
was  there  kept  as  a  great  Jewel  and  precious  Reliqne.  The  virtue  of 
that  sm0ck  was  mighty  and  manlfoldy  but  specially  in  putting  away  the 
toothaoh  asd  swelling  of  the  throte :  so  that  the  paciente  was  first  of 
all  shriven  and  hard  masse,  an8  did  such  oblations  as  the  priest  nf  the 
church  enjoyned.**— —The  Vulgar  supposed  this  relique  to  be  so  full 
of  sacred  virtue,  that  they  ordered,  in  their  Wills,  certain  persons  to  go 
in  pilgrimage  to  it  for  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Margaret  Whoop^  of 
East  Harling,  had  the  foUowing  clause  in  her  Will,  which  was  dated 
1501 !  '*!  will  that  another  man  go  in  pilgrimage  for  me  to  Thetford^ 
and  o^er  for  me  to  St.  Audrey*s  Smock.'*— See  Martin's  Thetford, 
p.  79.— —Nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  this  same  smock,  in  those 
days,  drew  many  a  pilgrim  from  Lynn  to  Thetford. 

Of  the  blessed  Virgin's  apptaranas  to  divers  persons  at  Thetford,  one 
was  to  a  woman  who  had  lost  the  use  of  her  tongue,  but  whom  she 
cured  the  same  time.  The  person  who  asserted  and  recorded  this  was  m 
monk.  The  same  monk  has  prefaced  his  account  of  another  of  the  Vir- 
gin*s  miracles  at  Thetford  in  the  following  notable  and  curious  manner. 
''I  have  thought  proper  to  relate  a  most  remarkable  miracle,  because  of 
its  tendency  to  exemplify  the  mercy  of  (?A/,  and  to  exhibit  the  praise 
of  hU  mother^  aitd  is  moat  worthy  of  public  attention  \  fur  whatever  * 
tends  to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  relates  to  his  mother,  is  not  to  be  con- 
cealed or  denied,  but  to  be  received  as  matter  of  fact/*— £Theii  comes 
the  marvellous  tale — ]  <<  William  Heddrich,  junr.  carpenter,  and  Isa- 
bell  his  wife,  lived  in  a  town  of  Norfolk,  called  Hockham.  They  bad 
a  child  3  years  old,  who  in  harfest  time  was  carried  with  them  into  the 
field,  as  was  customary  with  peasants  who  went  to  their  day  labour. 
On  a  certain  day  about  sun  setting,  the  child  happened  to  be  sleepy* 
aad  actuallv  fell  into  a  sound  sleep  on  the  edge  of  the  field  where  his 
parents  were  reaping.  In  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  a  man  driving  his 
cart  along  that  side  of  the  field  where  the  child  lay,  unfortunately  the 
wheel  went  over  the  child's  head,  unknown  to  the  driver,  and  killed 
him  OR  the  spot  The  father  of  the  child  was  foUowing  the  cart  when 
the  accident  happened.  He  took  the  child  up  in  his  arms,  and  finding 
bim  dead  and  besmeared  with  his  own  blood,  he  made  bitter  lament- 
ations. He  then  ran  to  an  eminent  surgeon  in  the  same  town,  who 
had  healed  many  who  had  labonred  under  various  infirmities,  by  the 
sovereign  efficacy  of  his  medicines.  After  the  surgeon  had  minutely 
examined  the  child,  he  found  no  symptoms  of  life  ;  but  he  advised  the 
father  to  carry  it  home,  and  the  next  day  prepare  for  itt  limenL 
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loquium,  or  general  meeting  (in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIL  ) 
of  this  Guild,  held  in  St.  George's  Hall,  on  Sunday  next 
after  the  feast  of  St.  Fabian  and  St.  Sebastian,  Sep- 
tember 2,  John  Nicboll  was  chosen  alderman;  John 
Johnson,  William  Manning,  Robert  Bachelor,  Will- 
iam Whittled,  scabins;  clerk  of  the  guild,  Thomas 
Haw,— dean,  John  Gyles.  The  chattels  of  the  guild  in 
the  scabins  keeping-^It  was  then  ordained.  That  the 
skevinths  shal  here  all  as  they  have  done  before  tyme ;-« 
Also  that  the  said  skevens  shall  have  of  every  brother,  on 
the  general  day,  as  many  as  dine  there  2d.  and  the  mor- 
spect  Icf.-vAlso  ordained,  that  Thomas  Rudwell  and 
John  Lowyn  shall  here  the  ded  money:  and  Thomas 
Rudwell  received  9s.  the  said  John  Lpwyn  received  9^. 
Also  that 'the  said  Thomas  and  John,  shall  give  for 
occupying  of  the  ded  money,  byyere,  11^.  8(^.^Alsor 

When  the  father  had  heard  the  opinion  of  the  'suri^eoi^  and  wai  coii- 
Vtnctd  that  be  was  deprived  of  his  child,  with  heart  full  of  grief  he' 
took  up  Che  eorpse  and  went  to  his  house,  and  deliiered  it  to  his  wife, 
that  she  might  lay  it  on  the  bed.  Then  he  assembled  his  friends  and 
neighbours  together,  in  order  to  watch  that  night,  as  was  custom  ary 
before  a  ftineral.  Being  thus  met  they  deroted  themselves  to  watch^ 
ing,  and  with  the  greatest  ardour  of  devotion  prayed  to  the  blessed 
moiief  of  GoJ,  vowing  that,  if  by  her  intercession  the  child  should  be 
restored  to  life,  they  wQuld  go  on  a  pilgrimage  naked  to  the  image  of 
the  blessed  virgin,  in  the  church  of  the  monks  in  Thetford,  and  there 
make  the  usual  offering.  When  they  had  made  an  end  of  their  pray- 
ers and  vows,  about  midnight,  the 'child  revived.  Those  that  were 
present,  when  they  beheld  the  happy  effect  ofthcir  prayers,  praised  and 
blessed  God.  And,  to  perform  their  vows,  they  took  the  child,  and  car- 
ried it  before  the  image  of  the  blesssd  virgin,  and  fulfilled  the  obliga- 
tion they  had  put  themselves  under.** — see  Appendix  to  Martinis  Thet- 
ford, p.  83  —Such  were  some  of  the  pious  and  popular  talcs  of  other 
times,  in  the  parts  about  Lynn  :  but  before  we  affect'to  pity  the  credu- 
lous weakness  and  miserable  stupidity  of  our  ancestors,  who  could  re- 
ceive them,  let  us  be  careful  that  we  ourselves  are  free  from  similar  fail- 
ings, orfirom  other  Calllngi  equally  Inexcusable  and  disgraceful. 
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oirdained  tbe  electioncrs  *  shall  find  to  the  encresse  of 
tb^  company  and  in  the  "worchep  of  God  and  theseynt^ 
the  furst  morspecli ;  tlie  alderman  shall  find  the  second 
'With  the  help  of  the  feloshep,  that  he  may  have  to  the 
profits  of  the  seynt.— pAIso,  that  the  skevens  shall  here 
the  3  morspechs,  beside  the  general  day,  accordyng  to 
the  beforeseid." — The  above  ^eein^  to  be  taken  from 
spme  old  record  relatin^to  this  gUd|  Parkin  then  adds-* 
*4  find  at  this  time  seyen^l  men  i^nd  wom^  admitted 
brethren  and  sisters,  the  pi^en  paying  2s.  admissioni 
and  the  woman  1^ .  Among  them  Domps.  Robs«  Met* 
lord,  monachusy  and  paid  2^.  and  prior  William  Lobbis, 
qx  Cobbis,  2s.  It  was  a  mean  Guilds  At  one  CoU 
loquium  I  find  expende^^  in  lervis.  ^d*  in  pane  3^.  in 
casu  &  cam,  9d,  Colloq.  tent,  in  aytla  Jlen.  Bre^^ 
tenhanij  Die  Dominic,  pros,  post  f est,  see.  Cather* 

Ao.  Hen.   VII.  3  ? Colloq.  Gen.  on  the  feast  of 

St.  Fabian  Snd  St.  Sebastian,  Ao.  9y  Hen.  YII.  John 
Nichol  chose  alderman,  &c.  when  it  was  ordered  that 
there  should  be  kepi  2  morspech  in  the  yere,  besides 
the  general,  and  that  the  skevens  shall  have  of  every 
brother  and  sister  of  the  general  da^,  as  many  as  dine 
and  sup,  2d.  and  the  morspech*p^nc0.— CbAb;.  Gen. 
in  Stf  George's  Hall  on  Sunday -next  after  the  feast  of 
St.  Fabian  and  St,  Sebastian  Henry.  Vll.  4?  Robert 
Johnson  chose  alderman:  ordered  that  there  be  bert  one 
morspeph  in  the  year,  besides  the  general  day,  this 
inorspech  to  be  kept'the  Sunday  before  St.  Margaret's 
d^y— Qrdcre4  that  the  brethren  and  sisters  dyne  and  sup 

♦  The  electioner*,  this  year,  whp  chose  ihe  Aldcrmau  aa4  Scabins^ 
"^re  8  persons  deputy. 
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together,  and  pay  every  brother  and  sister  that  dine  and 
6up  Id.  and  the  morspech  Id.  vfhen  it  appeared  that 
they  had  goods  and  chattels  belonging  to  them.— Or- 
dered that  the  clerk's,  wages  shall  be  12d.  and  the 
dean  lOrf.  per  annum,  t  and  we  will  that  John  Stunnyn 
shall  here  the  perk  money  for  to  find  the  i)erk  lights. "-• 
Dna,  Alice  Belle^  a  recluse,  entered  and  paid  1*.— 
1492.  Adam  Mylke  then  alderman — Henry  Breten-* 
ham  chose  alderman,  1492,  after  Mylke,  wheii  I  find 
children  entered  brothers  and  sisters,  under  age.  -•Dompn. 
Gear.  .  •  .  prior  ofLyn  entered  brother  1495. — Meth. 
that  the  alderman  gave  a  drinkinj^  the  first  Sunday  in 
May,  and  3s.  id.  was  gathered  and  delivered  to  the 
alderman,  to  be  delivered  the  next  general  day  to  the 
brethren  agatn^  with  his  good  devotion  to  God,  and  to 
the  good  holy  seynt,  and  in  encressin  of  the  Gyld.— . 
At  a  drinking,  on  Sunday  next  after  Allhallowsmass,  at 
John  Bevies  smith,  gathered  Ss.  M.  for  the  perk 
monej.'^Dnus.  Nicholas  Berdeiiey,  intrat.  Ao.  4 
Henry.  VII.  The  Morspech  held  on  Relick  Sunday  1490. 
Robert  Johnson,  alderman;  —In  the  7th  ot  Henry  VII. 
Ad.  Mylke  alderman ;  ordered  that  every  brother,  on 
the  next  morrow  after  the  general,  shall  wait  on  the 
alderman  for  the  time  being,  at  our  Lady  of  the  mount,  * 
at  nine  of  the  clock,  and  there  every  brother  to  dSet 
then,  and  what  brother  come  not,  without  a  lawful  ex- 
cuse, shall  pay  at  the  next  morspech  following  after  the 
general,  half  a  pound  of  wa^,  without  any  grace,  and 
he  (hat  come  not,  to  send  his  offering,  and  every  bro- 
ther  having  a  wife^  or  sister,  they  to  offer  betwixt  them 

t  What  wtgts  !  •  There  to  pUj  an  anteme  of  our  Lady. 
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a  hali])enny«— This  general  held  sunday  22d  of  Janii- 
ary.— In  1492,  Adam  Mylkc  occurs  alderman,  chose 
on  Sunday  after  St.  Fab.  and  the  feast  in  St.  George's 
Hall.— Adam  My  Ike,  alderman,  1493.— In  1493,  there 
seems  to  be  38  of  this  guild,  the  morspech  pence  being 
3s.  2(/.— In  1493  the  second  paid  at  tlieir  clinner  and 
supper,  by  every  brother  id.  to  the  Gild  and  Id.  \o 
the  scevyns,  a  brother  and  his  'wife  3d. — Id.  to  (he 
gyld  and  2d.  Jo  the  schevens — In  the  10th  of  Henry 
yi  [VII.]  Henry  Bretenham  chose  alderman,  on  Son- 
day  next  after  St.  Fabian  and  St.  Sebastian,  and  oc* 
curs  1495.  Ordered  tliat  the  sky  vens  on  the  day  of 
St.  Fabian  and  St.  Sebastian,  or  one  of  thera,  come 
to  the  church,  and  do  ring  none,  and  see  that  the  can- 
idles  about  and  afore  the  awter  be  light,  at  eyeping  and 
at  service,  on  the  day,  on  pain  of  dim.  lib.  of  urax, 
each  of  them  to  the  lightward ;  and  I  find  4  minstrells 
belong  to  theni  and  brethren.  —In  the  13  of  Henry  VII. 
Bretenham  occurs  alderman.— The  altar  light,  peii, 
&c.  kept  by  the  guild,  and  that  of  the  bason,  apd  the 
dead. — In  1500  H.  Bretenham,  Mayor;  and  1501, 
H.  Bretenham,  alderman;  and  }503,  and  1503.— In 
the  2d  of  Henry  VIII.  Thomas  Fr^ch,  late  alderman, 

died In  the  4th.    of  Henry  VIII.  Robert .  Baker, 

chose  alderman." Such  is  the  account  we  have  ot 

St<  Fabian  and  St.  Seb^tian's  Gild.  As  it  had  goods 
and  chattels  belonging  to  it,  it  -was  probably  dissolved 
at  the  reformation,  like  all  others  so  circumstanced. 
Parkin  caUs  it  a  mean  gild:  it  might  perhaps  be  so, 
compared  with  some  of  the  wealthier  ones ;  but  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  superior  to  some  of  the 
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olhfn.  It  had  its  compoMt/  of  minslrdsy  which  may  bo  . 
thought  to  answer  to  a  modern  band  of  mtisicy  and  seems 
to  indicate  that  this  society  was  not  among  our  meanest 
or  lowest  gilds.  The  number  of  its  memben  in  the  reiga 
<^  Henry  YIIL  Parkin  reckons  to  consist  of  38,  by  the 
amount  of  the  morspech  pence;  but  if  the  officers  were 
qiempted,  from  that  payment,  they  might  be  do  less 
than  45,— However  that  was,  this  giU  in  its  day  might 
answer  some  yery  useful  purposes. 

Of  the  two  Gilds  named,  in  the  catalogue,  next  after 
t)iat  of  St.  Fabian  and  St.  Sebastian,  namely,  those  of 
Si.  Lawrence  and  St.  Agnesj  nothing  is  known  but 
the  names;  all  the  rest  seems  to  have  gone  long  ago  into 
irrecoverable  oblivion.— Of  the  next,  the  19th  Gikl^ 
that  of  Corpus  CAm/t,  something  more  is  known.  Both 
Parkin  and  Mackerell  have  nmule  some  mention  of  this 
ancient  fraternity.  The  former  speaks  of  it  as  follows— 
^^Licence  was  granted  that  John  de  Brunham,  and 
John  Waryn,  of  Lenn,  might  give  one  messuage,  75f« 
Id.  ob.  rent,  with  the  appurtenances  in  Lenn,  and  that 
Richard  Dun  might  give  the  rent  of  12d.  and  the  pro- 
fit  of  one  passage-boat  beyond  the  port  of  the  village  of 
Lenn,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  Thomas  de  Coutes* 
bale,  master  of  the  said  guild,  [as  I  take  it]  and  the 
Aforesaid  John  and  Richard  might  give  to  Thomas  de 
Couteshale,  one  Shop  and  one  solar,  with  the  appur- 
tenances in  the  said  Village,  which  Thomas  de  Coutes- 
hale  holds.— John  de  Brunham,  Jdm  de  Perteneye, 
and  Adam  Skert,  buigess  of  Lynn,  grant,  &c«  to  Jcf* 

3  I 
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(tef  l^aib&ihy  Tlkmias  BotekTdiain,  Jiihn  de  Doofcyn, 
Sic%  8ti  which,  ihey  os6d<  to  recetv!*  of  the  heirs  of 
Jldw.cloSjssQwcUofiWestL^imty  for  the  liberty  of  a 
ferrj^  oSm  petsageobooiover  the  wster*— Dated  at  Le«in 
Biffaopc^l  Sondayaftef  thefeastof  the  parific<i(ion  of 
the  Messed  Tirgin>  in  ihedd.  of  Richard  IL— JeflVey 
Talboth  then  m^yori^Wifhesses  John  46  TyXeleshale^ 
BogeTPnAm^  &C.  ''^^lUme  it  appeMvihatibbOlhl 
had  ^oods  and  chattebj^  trai  in  possession  of'  a  ferry 
boat,  &c.  And  roust  have  been  a  fraternity  of  some 
coiiseqiiettce.  Ftoat  Mhckerelb  account  it  seems  to  be 
one  of  the  cofttmercift),  or  n^rcafntiie  g'Mi ;  what  he  says 
of  it  is^  contained  in  the  felkming  pasSa^-^^Of  the 
Gomptsky  of  MtrthanU  c/ corpus  citristi,  thdr 
agreement y  and'  far  zthai: — This  Indentore  made  wit- 
nesseth,  that  violin  Pygoty  fmrgcis,  merctemt  of  Lynwe 
Bysherpty  Master  of  thfe  con^any  of  Corpus  Christi  hr 
Lynne  aforeseW,  hath  dftllveited  to  William  Marche, 
Wte-Chamfclcr  of  Lyrme  C  and  vi  IG  (i.e.  106  ft.  >  in 
ctene  #aev^x  aiKl'xii/fr.  (ue.  112 /Ir,  fortbehQndted> 
artd'  in  torches*  half  an  c  and  xxi  lb:  of  wex  and  in  x 
gret^^hipterell7Evii/i&.  and  half  a /^.  ofwexamlHosyn, 
and  in  snmfc  cfaapferetf  xi  lb.  Wex  and  Kdfyn:  To 
have  the  kcj>yng  of  the  sarme  weigW  of  Wex  daryn^ 
the  terme  of  x  ycers.  Tl»e  mA  WiUfein  to  fynde  e^ry 
yeet  dnryng  hys  seid  T^rme,  tts  well*  all  (he  \yghieA 
about  tbel'aberAacle  of  Gorp^  Ghristi^in  the  Ghf#ch€ 
of  Sfrynt  Mwgaret  in  Lywe^  as  the  lyghte^rf  all  th^ 
tOTCh^  which  thte  sejd  G<w*»pany  sp^nd^hor-stet  spond# 
c\ery  yeer  duryi^ge  the  seid  T-^rme.    And^the8«4 

•  Ptrlin,  145, 
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WiQlatt  to  srtte  itp  etery  y^cw  tie  He€firse  6f  (he  6did 
CoMpdiiy  in  tbe  i^ineli  befdre-s^id,  ftnd  ttite  it  dt)wttb 
npon  hi^^wife  costs  Qifd  exp^s,  as  k  httih  ben  iloon  an^ 
*«sedafetiiethf9tyttie;  6nd  hi  Ihe^fndeofHie  sfeldTl^rirte 
Ihe  seid  W^iUiahi  todeUvi^  ageyn'the  setd  Weypt 
of  Wex  Torches  and  Chapterell  to  the  Mayster  of  the 
said  Company  for  the  tyme  beeng,  for  the  ^hich  Lyght- 
making,  and  fyndyng  every  yeer,  the  seid  William  shall 
have  of  the  Maister  and  Company  Y  Marks  and  X 
shillings  of  good  money  of  Inglond  to  be  paid  to  the 
seid  William  every  yeer  in  the  utasse  of  the  feste  of 
Corpus  6|)|:isti.  Into  Witn^ss^  liereof,  tli^rpartyasaArc* 
said  to  these  Indentures  aUematty  hive  aette  ttmr 
seales.  Written  at  Ljmn.foreseW  on  Wednysday^thc 
feste  of  Seynt  Gregory  the  Pope,  the  yeer  of  the  reigne 
of  King  Henry  the  sixth  after  the  Conquest  xk  Vii.  "  ♦  — 
From  this  last  extract  it  is  very  evident  that  the  Society 
of  Corpus  Chrifti  made  no  mean  figure  among  the  Lvnn 
gilds.  The  Tabernacle  of  Corpus  Chisti,  t  in  the 
church  of  St.  Margaret^  belonged  to  this  Gild,  and 
must  have  been  attended  with  considerable  expense^  botii 
in  its  fbrmation,  and  the  subsequent  charges  which 
it  occasioned,  for  the  lights  th^t  werp  there  kept,  Sec. 
Indeed  we  are  expressly  told  that  they  were  a  compam/ 
of  merchants  J  and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that 
they 'Were,  and  could  afford  to  be  at  mpre  expense  than 
^ost  of  the  others.  In  short,  we  may  pretty  safely  con- 
3  I  2 

*  Hfoekerdl^  HUtoiy  of  Lynn,  234.  —  What  Ihe  last  ekpres«ton, 
^fiir  Ik*  co^^Hi  tMaos,  mtxM  dittcidt  to  make  out. 

t  Of  this  Tahernaoit  the  author  regrets  that  he  can  give  no  particular 
•ttotlnt.  Th*  abote  extract  is  the  only  record  where  he  has  met  with 
-attjr  mention  o(t^7tt  tra«  proUbly;  &  rich  shrine  AnclostBg  aa  itta|« 
of  our  SaTibur. 
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dude  that  this  must  have  been  one  of  our  noflt  Ofilikiit 
Gilds.  Had  we  known  mom  of  Us  kistorjr  we  migbl 
beable  to  record  scxne  of  its  good  deedS)  andproyeUial 
it  deserved  an  honourable  remembrance ;  but  as  that  is 
not  the  caae^  our  account  of  it  must  be  here  condudedt 


Section  Y.  AccmM  ofihekofy  tirimiy  Campan^ff 
#r  greai  merchanis^  Gild. 

Of  all  the  Lynn  gilds,  that  which  assumed  thenamtf 
of  THni^j  and  is  (he  SOth  in  the  Catalogue,  appears 
to  have  been  by  far  the  most  eminent  and  opulent.  It 
had  very  considerable  possessions,  in  houses,  lands^ 
and  other  sorts  of  property;  and  there  is  still  preserved 
a  more  particular  and  full  account  of  this  gild  (hao  of 
inost^  or  indeed  of  any  of  the  resti  of  which  its  laigc 
landed  property  may  be  one  principal  reason,  as  that 
could  not  well  be  conveyed  into  other  hands  withoot 
some  mention  of  its  original  or  former  possessors,  and  snch 
mention  too  as  would  be  likely  to  be  long  remembered. 
Most,  if  not  all  the  property  of  this  mercantile  companj, 
and  particularly  what  consisted  in  houses  and  lands, 
was,  at  the  reformation^  when  the  company  was  dissol- 
ved, vested  in  the  corporation,  and  still  coostitotes  s 
great  part,  or  most,  of  their  property  of  that  descrip- 
tion. The  best  account  of  this  gild,  that  we  know  o^ 
is  contained  in  a  MS.  volume  whifcb  oDcebdoDj[«)  ^^ 
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^late  Henry  Partridge  Esq.  but  is  now  in  the  poi5sesisi6fi 
of  our  venerable  townsman  Thomas  Day  Esq.  who 
has  very  oUtgingly  thvoured  the  present  writer  with  the 
use  of  it*  This  account  extends  much  further  than  that 
given  in  Parkings  printed  History  of  Lynn,  though  it 
seems  ia  have  been  originally  drawn  up  by  the  same 
hand)  and  transcribed  from  the  papers  of  that  eminent 
antiquaryi  with  hisconsent,  by  the  procurement  of  the 
late  Mr.  Partridge,  in  1749.— We  karn  from  the  prin* 
ted  account,  as  well  as  from  that  in  manuscript,  thai 
though  this  gild  is  smd  iohAye  been  founded  by  king 
John,  at  the  request  of  his  great  fitvQprite,  bishop  De 
Grey,  jret  that,  in  fact,  it  existed  long  before  that  time, 
as  appears  by  ai\  answer  to  a  certain  writ  of  enquiry  in 
the  reign  of  Richard  IL  so  that  what  is  called  fowi* 
ding  it  ihoif  seems  to  mean  no  more  than  that  monarch's 
givu^  it  hb  royal  sanction,  or  taking  it  under  his  king- 
ly patronage:  and  we  know  not  how  fiir  that  prov^  of 
material  benefit  to  the  institution*  The  interforence  and 
(mtronage  of  statesmen  have  not  always  proved  iavour« 
able  to  commercial  prosperity.  But  we  will  now  pro* 
eeed  to  lay  before  the  reader  the  account  which  we  havt 
obtained  of  this  gild. 

<<John  de  Grey  bishop  of  Norwich  persuaded  *  king 

^  At  Pi  59.  of  the  said  MS.  volume,  speaking  oflhe  people  of  Lynn^ 
the  writer  saySy  **John  de  Grey,  bishop  of  Norwich^  wu  their  great 
friend  and  bene^tor:  in  1207  he  gave  khig  John  a  palfrey/ in  order  to 
have  Duplicates  of  the  Charter  which  he  had  obtained  lor  his  town  of 
LynUy  it  being  owing  to  this  bishop  that  Lynn  ever  had  a  charter,  as 
the  original  one  of  king  John  now  in  the  custody  of  that  corporatioa 
testifies:  the  whole,  or  chief  liberties  of  that  town  being  before  tha^ 
time  in  the  bishop.**  [De  Grey  confirmed  the  royal  charter  against 
liis  •wn  tnocesiorik  j 
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John  to  found  the  guild  of  the  holy  Trinity  ^t  Lyon; 
the  brethren  of  which  were  bound,  under  the  penalty  of 
ft  gallon  of  wine^  to  bare  Mass  celebrated  erery  Trintfy 
Sunday,  in  St.  Margaret's  Church,  for  the  smils  of  the 
said  king  and  bishop«-^It  was  called  the  great  Guild  of 
'the  holy  Trinity  in  Lynn,  in  respect  to  other  less  guilds 
'in  the  same  town;  the  head  or  chief  person  of  this 
guild,  or  fmteraity,  wasstiled,  the  Aklernnin,  or  Gustos, 
and  was  choseby  (be  coramondty  of  the  said  town,  and 
continued  00  on  that  choice  for  1^,  utlle^s  Upon  account 
lof  any  great  infirmity  or  inability,  or  sonie  oth^rreasod* 
able  cause,  he  was  set  anide  and  temoved, 

<<This  Guild  was  said  to  have  (is  rist^md  heghring  be- 
fore the  r^ign  Of  king  John,  us  appears  from  the  answer 
of  ThoiAAs  Botesham,  aldemuui  of  it,  and  his  brethren, 
to  the  time  of  Richard  11.  to  a  writ  of  enquiry  of  ih^t 
4ing  relating  to  its  foundation,  authori^jr,  Sec.  that  Us 
origin  was  not  known,  that  king  John,  oonsideriag  die 
^reat  coacoune  of  tnei^ctenls  to  this  town,  gr^^ted  tt|& 
alderman  that  tlien  Was,  and  the  ^oAiinonally  and  tbek 
aac^essors,  by  Letters' patents,  beating  date  in  bis  sixth 
year,  that  they  might  have  a  guihl  Of  ittercbants  in  the 
said  town:  and  Henry  III.  son  to  the  said  king  John, 
by  his  Letters  patents,  granted  one  of  their  own  body 
aiid  community  to  be  mayor  ofthe  said  town,  which  said 
aiayoir  and  alderman  for  the  time  beii^,  should  ahtay^ 
bave  the  rule  and  government  pf  it;  and  which  said  d« 
dennao,  in  the  vacancy  of  a  raaycn*,  or  in  the  aba^ioe 
ofthe  mayor  from  the  said  towli,  shonid  have  the  rule 
and  government  of  the  said  community,  asthe^ddanBao 
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bM!  hk  predecessors,  the  aldermea  of  (be  said  to^wn,  had 
and  eojoyed. 

"As  to  their  possessions^  &c.  they  are  thus  returned  to. 
the  aforesaid  enquiry,  That  they  had  a  place  called  the 
CommoD  Staith  with  its  appurtenances,  valued  at  42/. 
6^.  8rf.  par  annum  clear,  besides  all  reimses,  That  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  aforesaid  Guild  amount  in  the 
^hole  to  ^&Ql.  I3s^    viz.    in  ready  money  60/.  ISf. 
In  divprs  mercha^dizp  200/,  and  that  in  many  bo(^f, 
vcstmentsy  chalices,  and  oth.er  ornaments  for  the  chap-, 
l^ins  offthQ  s^d  Guild  performing  Divine  service  as  well 
ifi  the  parish  churdi.  as  in  the  chapels  %  annexed  to 
tjie said  church). and  th^^t  jin  wax  for  lights  ia  the  said 
church  and.  chapels,  in  the  honour  and  laud  of  thehol^ 
Trini^Tf  yearly  found,  and  for  torches  at  the  funerate  oi 
oQojc  brethren,  ^c.  ofthe  said  Guild,  and  that  out  of  the. 
groiSte  of  the  common  Sjtathe,  and  out  of  the  goods  and 
cbattob  aforesaid,  together  with  diverse  goods  and  chat-« 
Idsjbequeathed.and  left  to  the  said  Guild  ; .  the  aldennan, 
&c.  sustain  and  find^  thirteen  chaplainsyAajXy  and  yearly 
to  ,pray^  as  well  ior  .the  Kiiig> .  his  ancestors,  and  for  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  his  kingdom,  as  .for  the  souls  of 
all  the  aldermen,  brethren,  and  benefactors  ofthesai^ 
GUd,  also  for  the  souls  of  aU  the  faithful  deceased:  sio 
of  which  officiated  in  the  church  of  St.  Margaret  afore- 
said^ fpur  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  three  m 
the  chapel  of  St.  James  in  Lenne,  who  all  day,  as  thpy 
are  stated  and  appointed  in  the  church  and  chapels 
aforesaid,  celebrate  high  mass,  by  note,  and  on  Sundaya 

I  St.  NkhobtaBaStJamoi^ 
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apd  c^ber  festival  dajs^  oelebnite  mass  at  Mattins^  and  at 
Vespers,  by  note ;  and  if  any  of  tbe  aforesaid  chaplaint 
neglects  his  duty  and  office,  or  is  not  of  an  honest  life 
and  conversation,  when  he  has  been  admonished  by  the 
alderman,  and  does  not  amend,  he  is  removed  from 
the  service,  and  the  said  alderman  appoints  another  able 
find  honest  one  in  his  place.  And  further,  that  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  said  Common-Stath,  goods  and  chat* 
tels  aforesaid,  many  almsdeeds  and  works  of  charity  were 
yearly  given,  which,  one  yesar  with  another,  are  compa- 
ted  at  SOL  viz.  towards  the  support  of  the  poor  bre« 
thren  of  the  said  guild,  totheldind,  lame,  and  other 
distressed  persons,  to  poor  clerks  keeping  school,  and 

€r  religious  houses,  as  well  of  men  as  women,  to  tho 
,  7s  in  and  about  Lenne,  and  in  tiie  repairs  &c. 
of  the  parish  church  and  chapels  aforesaid,  and  in  th« 
ornaments  of  the  same,  together  with  tiie  alms  given  to 
tiie  four  orders  of  ftiers  in  Lenne,  and  to  the  maintain- 
itig  of  several  aqueducts  for  the  use  of  the  said  town: 
all  the  goods  and  chattels  aforesaid  are  in  the  hands  (^ 
the  said  alderman,  and  of  four  men  of  the  said  gnild, 
called  skiviiis,  *  who  yeairly  distribute  the  said  goods 
as  aforesaid:  and  fuither,  that  the  brethren  of  the  said 
guild  never  had  nor  used  any  one  suit  of  livery,  either 
in  their  vestments  orfaoods."f— The  following  were  tiit 
Kules  and  Ordinances  of  this  CftU. 
-  1.  "If  any  stranger  is  willing  to  enter  into  the  firater* 
nity,  he  ought  to  pledge  into  the  hands  of  the  aldermaii 

*  SKivinSy  Skiv^ni,  or  Scabin!^  weie  the  custodesy  guardians^  s^ 
f^ooi^,  or  stewards. 

t  Mr.  D/iy*8MS.  folume,  48^  and  Pwkin,  146, 
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\00s.  el  jusp"  diet,  domus;  sciL  to  the  alderman  4rf* 
lo  tiie  clerk  2d.  to  the  dean  2d.  and  afterwards  out  of 
the  IOO5*  pledged  with  the  alderman  and  his  bretbreni 
ad  melius.  ....  polerity  and  shiiil  immediately  give 
one  sextary  ♦  of  wine,   viz.  lOd.   t 

9*  If  any  brother  has  a  son, or  sons,  legitimate,  who  are 
iiiUuig  to  enter  into  the  ^id  fraternity,  eadi  one  ought 
to  pay  for  his  eutranoe  4^.  Uie  aforesaid  jright  being 
excepted.     ,  .,     ,  i     ' 

3.  Whoever  will  ctiter  into  the  saiil  fratcrmty.  Ought 
on  the  first  day  of  his  admis^n  to  wait  and  serve  before 
the  alderman  and  the  brethren^  honourably,  in  neat 
cloth^es,  and  ^  ....  of  gold  or  silver. .    . 

4.  The  alderman  to  have, .  on  the  day  of  Pcntwiost ,  one 
sextary  of  wine>  and  the  iU*an  half  a  sextary,  the  clerk 
half,  and  each  of  the  skivens  %  ^^^  same  day  half  a* 
sextary,  and  every  day  after  as  long  as  the  drinking  shall 
continue,  the  alderman  shall  have  half  a  sextary,  tlie 
dean,  clerk,  and  each  of  the  Skivins  one  gallon^  and^ 
each  of  the  attendants  half  a  gallon,  at  evening. 

6.  If  any  of  the  brethren  sliall  disclose  to  any  stranger 
the  counsels  of  the  said^uild,  to  their  detriment,  without 

3   KL 

*  A  sextary  was  an  ancient  measure,  said  to  be  a  pint  and  half,  but 

it  appears  here,  ftotn  the  price  *c.  lo  be  much  more,  and  was  fiur 

galioni.  t  /'<>»'•  C<»&*'  of  Wine  sold  then  for  lOi. 

§  The  word  obliterated  was  probubly  secta,- a   coronet  [orchaplet.] 

X  The  skivins  were^r  in  number,  as  appears  from  a  deed  of  Thomas 

bp.  oCEly  in  the  26th  of  Henry  VI.  Simon  Figol,  Richard  Cosyn, 

Thomas  Bcsf&et|  and  William   Pilton,  then  called  therein,  custodes 

aiTe  scabins,  dec.  They  serted,  as   1  take  it,  in  all,  two  ycarri,  the 

senion  going  oflf  yearly,  when  two  others  i» ere  chosen  ftc    they  had 

the  chargc<&c.  as  appears,  of  the  goods  and  effects  of  the  guild.— >/'</r4m. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


436  niSTORY    OF    lynn. 

ttie  assent  of  the  alderman  and  his  brethren^  be  shall  for^ 
fek  the  sum  of  39  pence 

6.  If  any  of  the  brethren  shall  ML  into  poverty,  or 
misery,  all  the  brethren  arc  to  assist  him  by  common 
consent  out  of  the  chattek  of  the  house,  Or  fraternity,  or 
of  their  proper  own. 

7.  If  any  brother  should  be  impleaded,  either  withia 
Lenne  or  irithout,  the  brethren  there  present  ought  to 
assist  him  tn  their  council,  if  they  arc  called^  to  stand 
with  him  and  counsel  him  without  any  costs;  and  if 
they  do  not,  they  aee  to  forfeit  SB  pence. 

8.  None  of  the  brethren  is  to  come  into  the  gniU  be* 
fore  the  alderman  and  his  brethren  with  his  cap  or  hood 
on,  or  barefoot,  or  in  any  rustick  manner,  if  he  does 
he  is.  to  be  amerced  4  pence. 

9.  If  any  one  should  sleep  at  the  guild,  either  at  the 
general  meeting  or  at  their  feasts  and  drinking,  he  is 
to  forfeit  4  pence. 

10.  If  any  one  turns  hira  rudely  to  his  brother,  or 
calls  him  by  any  rude  name,  [he  iisj  to  be  amerced 
4  pence. 

1 1.  If  any  one  is  called  and  cited  at  a  prime  (or  ge- 
neral meeting)  and  does  not  come  before  the  issue  of  the 
first  consult,  he  is  to  pay  Id*  by  order  of  the  dean ; 
aad  if  he  refuses  and  sits  dpwn^.  be  is  to  l)e  iMAerced 
4  pence. 

12.  If  any  one  should  be  cited  to  the  prime,  and  shall 
b^  fouQd  in  the  town,  or  shaH  comehte  to  the  drinking, 
and  the  dean  shall  say  tp  h^im  to  be  there  at  the  next 
prime,  and  be  does  not  come  befor^  they  b^gin  to  take 
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judgments  of  defaults,  he  shall  either  make  some  re^ 
sonable  excuse,  or  pay  I2d.  aud  if  he  comes  before  the 
defaults  are  adjudged,  and  shall  depart  without  leave, 
shall  pay  12d. 

13.  If  any  oneoffliis  house  shall  buy  any  tfaihgt, 
and  a  brother  shall  come  in  unexpectedly  before  the 
agreement,  *  or  at  it,  he  ought  to  be  a  partner  with 
him  that  buy,  and  if  the  buyer  refuses  it,  he  is  to  be 
amerced  half  a  mark. 

14.  If  any  servant  of  the  brMhren  comes  at  the  drink* 
ing,  or  the  prime,  he  i&  to  lay  down  the  cap  and  clotik^ 
and  give  it  to  the  jatiitor  to  keep,  whilst  he  enters  and 
speaks  to  his  master,  and  then  he  is  to  depart. forthwith: 
if  it  is  at  the  drinking,  let  him  drink  once  or  twice,  pro«» 
Tided  he  does  not  sit,  and  then  he  is  to  depart,  and  if 
he  does  not,  his  master  is  to  be  amerced. 

15.  If  any  one  refuse  to  obey  the  precept  of  the  a!- 
dermta,  or  dean,  for  the  honour  and  prdit  of  the  honse, 
he  is  to  be  amerced  12^, 

16.  If  any  poor  brother  shall  dye,  the  alderman  and* 
brethren  shall  see  (hat  his  body  be  honourably  buried, 
of  the  goods,  or  chalteb  of  the  house,  or  out  of  alms, 
if  he  has  not  wherewith  to  bury  himself. 

17.  If  the  alderman  sh^  dye,  none  belongingto  him, 
neither  son^  or  any  other  can  act  in  any  thing  as  aiders 

3x2 

*  Ante  palmattm.  Hence  we  may  perceiTe  the  old  custom  of  shik- 
tns  hands  at  an  agreement  or  bargain*  [Striking  handi  U  still  custoibary 
in  some  places  in  making  bargains}  the  buyer  holds  his  hand  open,  and 
the  teller  strikes  it  with  opea  band}  whence  they  are  said  to  haTe 
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man  but  Uie  brefbren  may  cboose  a  new  alderman  wLom 
they  please. 

18.  If  any  brother  shall  dye,  (he  dean  is  to  summons 
all  the  brethren  to  make  their  oflferings  for  the  soul  of  the 
deceased  ;  and  if  any  one  is  absent,  he  is  to  give  one 
halfpenny  at  the  next  prime  following,  for  the  soul  of  the 
defunct,  and  the  dean  is  to  have  id,  of  the  akns  col- 
lected for  citing  the  brethren. 

19.  If  any  brother,  or  alderman  shall  act  contrary  to 
the  ordinances  of  this  house,  he  is  either  to  forfeit  his 
brotherhood,  or  pay  half  a  mark  for  the  good  of  the 
bouse. 

20.  No  one  shall  intrude  himself  while  the  drinking 
continues. 

21.  If  any  brother  shall  offend  another  brother,  in 
word  or  deed,  he  shall  make  no  complaint  but  (o  the  al- 
derman first,  and  the  mayor;  if  he  does  not,  he  is  to  be 
amerced  half  a  mark. 

22.  If  the  skivins  shall  merchanize  with  the  chattdi 
of  the  house,  no  brother  shall  have  any  part  th^ein, 

•  but  the  whole  profit  to  go  to  the  use  of  the  guild. 

23.  The  skivins  are  to  swear,  when  they  receive  the 
chattels  of  ibe  house,  that  they  will  employ  the  same 
faithfully  to  the  good  of  the  guild,  and  will  fully  ac- 
count and  answer  for  the  profit. 

The  following  additional  articles  ai»e  given,  in  the  said 
]^IS.  volume,  as  Usages  and  Customs  of  the  gild. 

[l.j  There  are  four  m^tings  of  the  aldennan  and  Ub 
t?rethren  (viz.)  Thcjirst  qn  Friday  in  the  first  week  qf 
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^ept,  to  sjettle  aud  order  llieir  alms  aud  other  works  of 
chaxiiy.  Tlic  second  on  Friday  next  before  the  feast 
of  the  holy  Trinity,  to  choose  the  officers  of  the  said 
Guild,  (viz.)  the  skivins,  and  to  settle  and  take  the  ac- 
counts of  them  tliat  are  then  removed.  THe  tfiird  on 
the  vigil  and  day  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity, 
to  the  laud  and  honor  thereof  at  the  vespers  of  the  said 
feast,  to  have  placebo  *  and  dirige  t  decently  and  ho- 
nourably performed,  for  the  souls  of  all  the  ancestors  of 
our  lord  the  king,  all  the  aldermen  and  brethren  of  the 
said  guild,  all  their  benefactors  and  &ithful  deceascSd : 
and  on  the  feast  of  the  said  festival  to  have  the  solemn 
masses,  as  well  of  the  said  festival,  as  the  masses  of  requiem 
for  the  souls  aforesaid,  and  to  make  their  offerings  for  the 
same,  lihe  fourth  on  the  Friday  next  after  the  feast  of 
the  exaltation  of  the  holy  cross,  ^  to  look  into  the  state 
of  the  said  guild,  and  to  receive  the  arrears,if  any  were 
lefl  in  the  hands  of  the  skivins  of  the  fbregomg  years, 
and  to  dispose  and  order  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
said  guild. 

[2.]  If  any  brother  of  the  said  guild  shall  dye  in  the 
said  town,  another  brother  of  the  same,  deputed  by  the 
alderman  shall  appoint  12  torches  to  be  at  the  funeral 
•of  the  said  deceased ;  and  further  every  brother  of  the 
^ild  in  town)  shall  be  warned  to  make  his  offering  for 
the  deceased,  at  the  mass  that  is  celebrated  on  the  day 
of  the  burial. 

[3.]  If  any  of  the  aforesaid  brethren  shall  dye  in  the 
paid  town  or  elsewhere,  as  soon  as  knowledge  thereof 

•  Fidm  116.  t  It  probably  should  be  Dirgi.    %  1^^*  of  September. 
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^baU'coine  to  the  alderman,  t'he  said  aldennan  shall 
order  solemn  Mass  fo  be  celebrated  for  him,  at  which 
^tery  brother  of  Che  said  guild,  that  is  in  town,  shall  make 
fheir  offering;  and  further,  the  alderman  shall  make 
tvery  chapl&in  of  the  siaid  guild,  immediately  on  the 
death  of  any  brother,  to  say  30  Masses  for  the  deceased. 

[4.]  The  alderman  and  skivins  of  the  said  guild  are 
by  duty  obliged  to  visit,  four  times  a  year,  all  the  in* 
firm,  all  that  are  in  want^  need,  or' poverty,  and  to  mi- 
nister tOy  and  felieve  all  such,  out  of  the  abns  of  ttie 
said  guild. 

[5.  i  If  any  brother  shall  become  poor  and  needy,  he 
shall  be  supported  in  food  and  cloathing,  according  to 
his  exigency,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  lands  and  ten^ 
ments,  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  guild. 

£6.]}  If  any  one  has  a  desire  and  is  willing,  fixr  the 
honour  of  the  holy  Trinity,  to  be  received  into  the  said 
gwU,  that  be  may  be  partaker  of  the  alms  attd  baK> 
factions  thereof,  he  shall  give  to  the  said  guild  a  ter* 
tain  sum  of  money  to  the  maintenance  of  the  said  dms 
and  benefactions  according  to  what  shall  be  agreed  up- 
on  by  the  alderman  and  brethren  thereof. 

[7.]  If  any  brother  has  a  son,  or  sons^  after  his  en- 
trance into  the  guild,  lawfully  bom  and  begotten  es- 
pecially if  such  be  of  gooc}  and  honest  ftme  and  coll?e^ 
sation,  they  are  to  be  received  every  one  of  thtti  into 
the  said  guild,  if  he  so  thinks  well,  four  shillings  each. 

[8.]   No  bora  slave,  ♦  oronc  ofsudilikecoiidittai) 

•  NatiYus  iennis.<>~[TbU  serau  to  do  ItCtlc  tradll  to  ths  Wi&f^  ^^ 
to  the  memory  of  these  rich  gild  brethren :      Why  shouW  my  wbt  h 
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nor  any  apprentice  can  be  received,^  and  if  apy  ov^  of 
suchlike  condition  should  be  receiye(iint9  the  said  gufld^ 
the  alderman  and  his  brethren  no4;  knowing  it,  ^I^en  it 
is  truly  and  lawfully  proyed,  ^ch  a  one  shall  lose  the 
benefit  of  the  said  guil^. 

[9.]  No  one  until  he  arrive  at  the  age  .of  j91  yeaoi^ 
and  is  of  honest  famp  and.  condition,  can  be  received  in* 
(b  the  said  guild. 

[jljA.]  Ka^  aldennftAshalluqppeatocfyie,  or  ghatt 
1^  leimice^frpm  his  offioe  on  [f<n:}  any  jpst  and  reason* 
diaHfi.  caoie^  the  community  of  the  said  town  shall  im« 
ift^M^ly  cboQfie  anot^jr  into  the  said  offioe,  which' 
alflfsnpa^  sp  ^tectQ(J^  ^tbe  pneseoi^.Qf  the  said  oobumi*- 
nilgr,  sliall  pronu»^,  that  he  w91  fiuthfioUy  peifiMrm  and 
observe  all  and  singular,  those  things  which  behmg  U^ 
his  office. 

[Ih]  Wbw any, oM shall I^received  into  the. said 
gui|d^  heshaUproowseintbehandsofthejsaidaliferman 
c^  his  faijth,  that  he  will  be  obedient  vnto  the  said 
aVJkimiMandbis  officers  of  the  guild  for  the  time  being,  > 
in  aUlawfiilalidhikiestthiogatouching  their  office,  audi 
dvit  he  ^jXk  i^tbfiitty.  observe,  as  fee  as  he  is  aUe,  all 
th|B  lawful  ordinances  which,  tot  the  good  rule  and  go* 
Temmeat  of  the  said  guild,  and  hd^nonxable  support 
of  the  said  chaj^Lains,  and  tha  alms  and  good  works  of 
the  said  guild,  aie  akeady  made,  or  shall  b^  made 
hereafter. 

induftriouf  person,  though  of  serrile  birth,  or  origin,  be  thus  diidain- 
ftiUf  precluded  from  parulting  of  the  benefit  of  their  institutioO|  while 
he  could  idvance  the  admiM ton^  or  entnnce  money?} 
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[12.]  It  was  OTdained  on  Wednesday  in  tJie  week  of 
Pentecost  in  the  7.  of  Edward  ♦  that  the  brelhercn 
should  keep  a  general  Morwespech  t  three  times  a  yean 
to  wit,  on  Friday  in  Whilsun  week,  on  Friday  after  the 
exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  on  Friday  on  the  first 
WekofLent. 

[13.  J  Likewise  il  was  ordained,  fcy  common  consent^ 
that  the  alderman  and  his  brethren  should  take  care 
tfiat  n  solemn  mass  should  be  eelebrated  for  the  soul  of 
John  de  Grey^  formerly  bishop  of  Norwich,  who  first 
obtained  the  libeHiy  of  the  sn^id  guild;  via;*  on  the  feast 
of  the  holy  Trinity,  wheie  every  one  of  the  brethren 
was  io  make  an  ofiering  of  an  halfpenny,  and  if  any  one' 
ESadetlf&ult,  he  was*  to  give  one  sextary  of  wine  to  the 
alms  of  the  said  house  and  gild. 

[14.]  And  on  Friday  on  the  week  of  Pentecost  in  the 
4t.  Edward  IIL  [1370]  Thomas  de  Bockisham  then 
alderman  of,  &g.  it  was  agreed  tinanimously  that  aU'  the . 
brethren  who  weite  well  in  Uwin  should  meet  at  Vespew 
a(St.  Margarct*-s  church,  and  sliould  hear  together  Ves- 
pfers  and  Placebo  for  the  soul  of  the  afetesaid  king  John 
and  John  [de]  Grey  bishop  of  Norwich,  and  rathe 
day  following,  on  the  icast  of  the  holy  Trinity,  they 
should  all  be  there  present,  and  hear  the  mass  said  of  the 
holy  Trinity,  and,  iramiediately  after  that,  the  mass  for 
the  dead,  by  note,  for  the  souls  aforesaid. 

[15.  J  On  Friday  on  the  week  of  Pentecost,  iii  the  23 

•  Same  date.  Qucrd  if  not  Edward,  1.  1279. 
t  Wc  have  not  these  meetings  any  wliere  explained  :    nor  ^  wc 
well  know  in  what  xhty  were  di&tinguished  from  those  ciUed  general*. 
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Edward  3.  it  was  provided  by  common  assent^  for  ever, 
that  no  brother  ought  to  buy  or  sell  any  millstones,  or 
marble  stones,  brought  to  Lynn  to  be  sold,  as  long  as  the 
scabini  of  this  house  would  buy  them  for  the  profit  of 
the  guild  and  pay  for  them  to  the  full,  and  if  any  one 
brother  should  act  contrary  hereto,  he  should  for  ever 
be  deprived  of  the  society. 

[16.^  On  Friday  the  week  of  Pentecost  the  24.  Ed- 
ward 3.  it  was  provided  and  agreed  that  every  one  of 
the  ski V ins  shall  faithfully  and  separately  give  in  his 
account  before  the  alderman  and  his  brethren  to  shew  to 
them  how  many  millstones  he  has  bought  or  sold,  to 
whom  he  has  sold,. and  for  what  price;  and  what  size 
every  millstone  was  which  he  either  bought  or  sold: 
and  all  the  ready  money  (silver)  he  has  he  shall  bring 
with  him;  and  if  he  does  not«  as  is  here  provided,  he 
shall  give  six  pound  of  silver  to  the  use  and  profit  of 
the  said  house,  or  be  discharged  the  society. 

[  17.]  If  any  brother  shall  be  elected  to  the  office  of  a 
skivin  and  he  shall  refuse  it,  he  shall  pay  40s  to  the 
good  of  the  house,  or  be  expelled. 

[18.]  On  Friday  in  Pentecost  week,  16.  Edward  III. 
it  was  provided  and  ordained  unanimously  by  the  alder- 
man and  the  fraternity  that  the  skivios  for  the  time  being 
may  at  any  time  of  the  year  distrain  and  bring  their  dis- 
tresses for  rents  and  fimns  belonging  to  the  guild,  ac- 
cording to  the  customs,  &c.  of  the  Buigh  of  Ljnuy 

3  h 
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aud  that  for  the  time  to  come  the  skivins  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  foil  payments  of  the  said  rents  and 
firmis  till  the  time  of  their  accounting  shall  come,  and- 
that  tlie  skivins  for  the  time  being,  "whether  they  are 
elected  this  present  year  or  have  been  elected  the  fore- 
going year  shall  every  year  at  the  feast  of  St.  John  Bap- 
tist account  with  their  tenants,  and  the  said  tenants  shall 
hire  again  of  the  said  skivins  the  houses  which  they  shall 
hold  beyond  the  term  of  the  said  St.  John  as  the  ssdd 
skivins  shall  see  to  be  most  for  fhe  profit  of  the  said 
guild:  and  whatever  accident  shall  happen,  either  by 
the  occupation  of  the  said  houses,  the  king's  mmisters,  or 
any  other  persons  whatever,  or  by  any  other  accident 
whatever,  the  said  tenants  of  the  farms  aforesaid  shall 
answer  for  the  whole  time  to  the  said  skivins,  in  full, 
without  any  deductions  at  the  terms  aforesaid.  ^ 

*  The  remainder  of  the  above  article,  being  rather  long,  and  what 
would  uke  up  too  fmieh  room  in  the  text,  but  too  curious,  perhaps,  to 
be  omitted,  is  thrown  into  this  note,  and' is  as  follows.— -*' And  thai 
the  said  skivins  are  to  take*  kcyage  of  merchautlizes  lying  on  the  Itey  in 
ML) nncr  and  form  following,  tiz.  For  every  pipe  (doUum)of  wine  ly- 
ing on  the  kay  beyond  oue  day  Id.  and  no  more  for  a  week,  and  so  fbr 
e^ery  week.— y<//o,  for  every  pipe  of  Wad.  •  Ijing  on  the  kay  beyond 
a  day  U.  and  no  more  fof  a  week,  and  so  foir  e^fery  week.->.^o,  fbr 
every  fiirdwell  called  gybe  f  of  the  wei^^  cjf  one  pipebr  above  lytn({ 
on  the  kay  beyond  a  day  ly.  and  no  more  fbr  a  week,  aud  so  for  every 
week  —And  in  the  same  fiiariner  for  any  other  goods  or  ware  of  the 
weight  of  one  pipe  of  wine  or  more  lyiag,  '<1cc  — Of  isvery  ship  bringing 
in  goods,  or  carrying  out,  4J.  or  less,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the 
skivin« -^yl/io  for  three  stones,  called  Slipstones,  lying  on  the  kay 
beyond  a  day,  a  farthing,  anjd  n©t  marc  for  a  week,  and  so  for  every 
week. — /iliQ,  for  two  pieces  of  L,ead  [  lying  on  the  kay  above  one  day 
a  farthing,  and  not  m6rc  for  a  week,  and  so  for  every  week  — A/to,  for 
sand,  chalk,  clay,  stone,  liitt«;  aiid  bther  things,  of  the  weight  of 
one  loiid,  lying  on  the  kay  above  a  day,  an  hal^-enny,  <&c.— .#/»,  f«r 
the  load  of  one  boat  of  saiid,  chalk.' &c.  Ijing,  &c  a  farthing.— ^^//o, 
Kt  any  wares  or  goods  not  herein  named,  according  to  the  custom  the 
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[19.']  On  Friday  on  tbe  we^  of  Pieotecost  in  tbe  S7. 
of  l!kl)vard  III.  JeffireyDrew  then  alderman,  it  k  pro- 
Yided  tUot  if  any  brother  was  ^nd  guilty  and  convipted 
<xi9^y  notodoHs  and  ^ogindaUius  iedshbod  to  the  loss  or 
dt^gmceoftheguikl,  he  shoirid  be  deprived,  and  ne- 
Yer  be  reconciled,  but  looked  «pon  as  a  convict  aad  per- 
jured persc^. 

[20.]  On  Friday  next  after  the  feast  of  the  exaltation 
of  the  holy  Cross,  in  tlie  31.  of  Edward  3.  Jeffrey 
Drew  then  alderman,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  by  the 
alderman  and  his  brethren,  that  as  by  the  grant  of  the 
king  in  his  charter  the  Burgh  of  Lynn  Epi.,  had  this 
liiberty,  that  the  burgesses  of  the  same  in  all  fairs 
ihrough  the  kingdom  of  England  were  free  and  enjoy- 
ed that  freedom ;  w  hen  therefore  any  one  of  the  said 
burgesses  or  brethren  should  go  to  the  fair  at  Stirbrid^e, 
or  where  any  such  like  fair  is  held,  and  has  taken  his 
place  by  the  consent  of  any  of  the  bailiffs  of  those  places, 
fend  marked  it  out  by  stakes  or  pins,  by  wood  or  stone, 
if  any  other  burgess  of  Lynn,  or  brother,  either  by  pre- 
3  L  2 

tkivins  have  uh4.— >ilZro,  tor  every  millstone}  lying  abovc^aday^  an 
halfpenny,  &c — JIso,  for  every  last  of  Quemstones.  ||  lying  op  tbe  luy 
above  a  day,  one  penny  &c. — JIso^  for  every '  last  of  pitch  and  brim>> 
f tone  lying  one  day,  Id,  and  so  for  every  day.— jIZ/o,  for  ever^  haws  r 
tycd  to  th"e"kay,  one  p^nny.— ^/;o,  The  sd.  [qu.  said]  day  it  is  ordered 
that  no  bad  persons,  nor  any  spiritual  §  person,  should  work  upoU 
thekay. 

*  Quore.        f  A  fnint,  pack»  ot  bale  of  goods  ?  gybe»  firom  Gibbui« 
X  Uuob.  peciU  phimbi,  probably  what  are  now  called  piggs. 
II  De  QuemstontSy.BmaU  grinding  ttoiMf.  ibr  muatandy  malt  dsc.  as 
^H^o  it:  QoesRt£»^^rD.Vy  corruption. 

(  Spirilu^:  it  U^Ukfly  that  some t)ftht  monktfor  firyars  used  to  do  so. 

[Tb«s«  notes  sre  Parking] 
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senfe  or  &vour  should  deprive  of  or  expd  the  aforesaid 
burgess,  or  brother,  from  his  pbce  so  taken  as  afore- 
said, he  is  to  be  looked  upon  and  esteemed  as  a  trans- 
gresBCff  of  the  aforesaid  Liberty,  and  to  be  fined  4Qf. 
so  that  the  person  so  deprived  and  expelled  may  have 
20$^  (^it;  and  if  the  transgressor  shall  happen  to  be  a 
brother  of  the  said  gild,  he  shall  be  obliged  by  the  alder- 
man to  pay  90s.  for  the  j[)enefit  of  the  said  g\iild;  and  if 
the  transgressor  shall  be  a  burgess,  and  not  4  brother  of 
the  guild,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  20^.  by  the  mayor 
of  the  town,  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonalty  of  the 
said  town. 

[31.]  It  is  provided  that  none  of  our  brethren  shall 
come  into  the  guild  before  the  alderman  and  his  iNrethrai 
capped,  or  hooded,  or  barefooted,  or  in  any  other 
rucle  or  rustick  manner,  and  if  be  does  he  shall  pay 
id.  tor  alms.  ♦ 

[23.]  16.  Richard  2,  1393.  Licence  was  granted  that 
John  de  Brunham  and  Thomas  de  Couteshale,  of  liyun, 
might  give  to  Henry  de  Betcly,  alderman,  the  rents 
and  profits  of  five  me^suag^,  one  Kay,  11/.  6s.  8d. 
rent,  and  the  profit  of  one  passage  boat  beyond  the  port 
of  Lynn  Epi.  with  the  appurtenance  i(i  Lyun.  P.  C. 
P.  &c.  N.  54.  pt.  2."  t 

*  This  article  may  be  con^id^red  at  a  rule  for  preseryiag  good  man* 
Der$  at  the  guild.  The  prohibition  of  CQming  there  Sartfoot*^^  it  a  plain 
indication,  that  it  was  common  then,  even  for  thote  of  the  better  sort» 
to  go  about  ordinarily  without  shoes  and  ttockingt.  The  case  it  very 
difierent  now  :  and  yet  it  may  be  queitioncdy  if  we  Hire  happier  than 
they  did.  The  former  article  conuint  diroctiona  fttt  the  oonduct  of  the 
brethren  and  burgesses  at  Stirbieh  and  other  such 'fiUn. 
t  The  remainder  rif  the  account  nf  this  guild,  in  tllte  aiid  MS.  Voturae, 
consists  of  brief  notices,  or'rather  the  names  of  ito  aldermen  at  different 
periods:  [l^  Parkin.^    Of  which  the  following  is  the  substance.— 
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It  is  Very  evident  from  the  above  extracts  that  the  fra- 
ternity of  the  holj/  Trinity  stood  very  high  among  the 
Lynn  Gilds;  and  there  is  reason  to  belieV'e  that  it  far 
surpassed  any  of  the  rest  in  power  and  opulence:  of 
which  the  number  of  its  chaplains  and  the  extent  of  its 
possessions  m2Ly  be  consddered  as  very  good  and  compe« 
tent  proofe.  Of  those  possessions  we  can  form  but  a  very 
imperfect  idea  fVom  what  has  been  above  said  upon  that 
subject.  A  much  more  correct  and  adequate  idea  may 
be  obtained  from  the  charter  of  Edward  VI.  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  gilds,  in  which  the  said  possessions 
are  by  him  transferred  or  granted  id  the  mayor  and  bur« 
gesses.— This  Charter  bears  date  SI.  May  1548,  the 
9hd  year  of  that  rc%n.  The  substance  of  it,  ^as  it  r&* 
lates  to  this  gild,  and  serves  to  elucidate  the  present 
subject,  is  as  follows — 

^'Edward  VI.  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c:— Whereas 
certain  lands  and  tenements,    and  other  hereditaments 

Kichard  Lambert  occurs  Aldcrm.  1272.  66.  Henry  3. 

Robert de  London  aldenn.  occurs  Id.  Edward  L  and  18.  Edward  L 
Wm  de  Lyndesey  was  hU  deputy.  Peter  de  Thrundeyn  chos.  aid.  on 
Friday  after  the  assumpt.  of  the  Virg.  M.  IS.  Ed.  I,  and  occurs  also 
in  the  34.  of  the  said  king. 

Simon  Fitz  Simon  occ.  aid.  15.  §  Ed.  2.  John  de  Morton  then 
Mayor  3rd.  time. 

Bobt.  de  Derby,  Q.  if  not  aid.  S.  Ed.  3.  seems  to  occ. 

Jeff.  Drew  aid.  occ.  27.  andOL  Ed.  3« 

Tho.  Botieshamocc.  aid.  44.  Ed.  3.  and  in  1379. 

Wm.  Franceys  aid.  14.  Ed.  3. 

Hen.  Bctely  oco,  aid.  tem.  Rich.2. 

Eoger  Galyon  occ.  Mayor  and  Aid.  13.  Hen.  4.  25  July. 

John  Bruuham  occ.  aid.  7.  Hen.  4.  5.  and  in  3. 

Tho.  Huiitocc.  aid.  20  June  1  Hen.  6. 

Hen.  Thorcsby  occ.  aid.  25.  Hen.  6.  and  21  Hen.  6. 

Walter  Cony  aid.  1404.  abore  14  years,  dy'd  29  Sept.  1479. 
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lying  in  our  burgh  of  I^nn  Regis,  South  Lynn,  Haid- 
wick,  Gaywood,  SechehiUie,  Uiddleton,  Woslwinch, 
Siietsfai^ni,  Skcm)?9Hi9  Esiton,  Iiigaldesthojpe,  ii^  the 
county  (^Norfolk,  fuid  certain  lands  and  lenemcots^- 
ing  in  Br^pdon  Fenry  in  S^^k,  iifh^ch  amount  to  the 
yearly  vidue  of  32/.  I2s*  lid.  bct^id^  all  reprisee^  were 
forpierly  .gjiveu  and  granted  to  tt^e  al^prman,  custodes, 
or  scabin^,  and^t^e  hrethrep  of  t^  Merchants*  guiU  of 
t)ie  Holy  Trinity,  in  JUyiin  jlcgis  aforesaid,  ar\ci  their 

Mccfssors, And  all  cmd  sii^ular  ivi^eof  come  io  % 

and  are  in  aur  k^^ping,  by  vir(«p  (^  f^  act  of  ptidift- 
raenti9Uide  at  Wes^ip8ter4.  Isoy.  in  i\kc  l^tyearof 
eur  X^gfXi  ^d  ^/(^iiereQ^  tt^  icnts  s^nd  profits  of  the  m^ 
w^re.fflffmerly  l§id  oi^t  injlpfend^pg  t)ie  bref^;!^^  oftbf 
•ca,  rqpjMringf^f  b^u^^,  f^U,  flept»i  andw^cou^, 
in  Lynn  aforesaid,  \yithout  which  j(l^  ^aid  viUp^^jCoakl 
not  be  kept  and  preserved  against  the  violence  of  the  sea. 
V/e  therefore  cofisid0ring>iQd.haiiii^.rcgardto  the  good 
state  uid  defence  of  te.sa[d  viUage,  out  of  our  good 

■will,  and  by  the  advice,   &c haye  given  apd 

granted  to  the  Mayor  and  Burgesaes  of  Lynn  aforesaid, 
out  of  the  aforesaid  lands  and  tenements,  &c.  two  mes- 
suages, one  water-mill,  241  acres  aj¥l  2  noods  of  anbk 
land,  6  acres  and  1  rood  of  meadow  inclosed,  and  46 
acres  of  pasture  iiic]lp$(ed,  lying  nad  being  in  the  village 
and  fields  of  Snetsham^  Ingoldestfaorpe,  Eaton,  and 
Sheruborn,  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  William  Om* 
epd ;  one  messuage  called  the  Chequer  veith  2  acres  of 
land  thereto  belonging,  anjl  another  messuage  called 
Pepers,  with  3  ^cres  thereunto  adjoining;  ISO  acres  of 
arable  land,  3  acres  of  pasture,  and  the  liberty  of  a  fold 
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for  340  sheep ,  and  tte  mit  of  9M.  pe)r  annum,  in 
Brandon  Ferry  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Afmeie. 
Also  one  tenemetit  now  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  William 
Bolton,  two  tenements  in  the  tenure  of  Jcrim  Sattor, 
one  tenement  now  or  lately  In  the  tenure  of  Thomas 
Wyer;  one  tenement  now  or  lately  in  the  tenure  of  Tho- 
mas Wild,  one  tenement  now  or  lately  in  the  temire  of 
John  Standfast,  one  tenement,  &c.  in  the  tenlirectf  John 
Shoemaker,  orie  tenement  in  the  teilure  of  Jas.  May* 
ner,  one  pasture  in  the  tenure  of  John  Waters,  one 
messuage,  or  inti,  called  the  White  Hart,  &€.  in  the 
tenure  of  Thomas  Mese,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of 
Edward  Baker,  one  tenement  in  the  t^ure  erf  Richard 
Norman,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  Kichard  New- 
gate, one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  Beatrice  Isloppe, 
one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  Joan  Wilson,  diverse  tene* 
ments  in  the  tenure  of  George  Felton,  two  tenements  in 

the  tenure  of  Jdmes one  tenement  in  the  te- 

mire  of  Kobert  Bleisby,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of 
Edw.  Newton,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  Edw. 
Irishman,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  Ihe  Mayor 
and  Burgesses,  two  tenements  in  the  tenure  of  Wm. 
Mtmderaon,  one  tenement  in  the  teiiureof  .... 
Jareth,  one  tenement  in  the  t^ui^'of  Alan  Newton,  one 
tenement  in  the  tenure  of .  .  .  .  Coke,  one  tenement  in 
the  tenure  of  John  Hart,  One  tenement  in  the  tenure  of 
Nich.  Ferles,  one^  tenement  in  the  tenure /)f  Francis 
Balden,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  John  Crag^e,  one 
garden  in  the  tenure  of  John  Wrenche,  one  tenement 
in  the  tenure  of  OorneKus  Adriansmi,  one  messuat^c,  cal- 
led Le  Guild  Hall,  m  the lenute  tbt  of  Mayor  and  Hur- 
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gesses,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  •  .  .  Wilsoa; 
seven  houses,  called  warehouses,  and  six  chambers  orer 
them  on  the  north  side  of  the  port  called  Common  Stath; 
nine  houses,  called  -warehouses,    with  chambers  over 
them,  on  the  south  side  of  the  CommoB  Stath;  one  tene- 
ment in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Courte,  one  tenemeot  in 
the  teeure  of  Aobt.  Smith,  one  tenement  iu  the  tenure 
of  Cuthbert  Atkinson,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of 
Rt.    Rowes,    two  tenements  in  the  tenure  of  Wm. 
Claybome,  one  Curtilage  in  the  tenure  of  John  Wilson, 
one  Curtilage  in  the  tenure  of  Tho.  Lockwood,  one 
Curtilage  in  the  tenure   of  Ri.    Parke,  one  Curtilage 
in  the  tenure  of  Sim.  Newell,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure 
of  John  Carson,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  John 
£ldred,  one  tenement  in  the  tenure  of  John  Sharpe,  one 
tenement  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Fumes,  one  tenement 
in  the  tenure  of  Tho.  Archers,  one  tenement  in  the 
tenure  of  Andiew  Skite^  one  in  the  tenure  of  Tho. 
Maltward,  one  in  the  tenure  of  Ranald  Taylor,  one 
in  the  tenure  of  Robt.  Weyman,  one  capital  messuage, 
late  Brasura,  now  or  lately  in  the  tenure  of  the  guild  of 
ihc  holy  Trinity,  one  Messuage,    called  New-hall,  in 
the  tequre  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  one  garden  in  the 
tenure  of  Thomas  Miller,  and  one  passage  over  the  poit 
of  Lynn,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Oliver  Braikett;  all  and 
every  part  of  which  are  and  lie  in  the  Village  of  Lynn 
aforesaid.     And  also  15  acres  of  land  in  Islington,  in  (he 
tenure  of  Robert  Balding,  15  acres  of  land  in  Secfae* 
hithe  in  the  tenure  of  John  Bar  veil,  3  acres  of  land  in 
Westwinch,  in  the  tenure  of  MaIiK:hy  Cogley,  3  acres 
of  laud  in  Seche,  iu  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Baker,  one 
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fmsture  in  Gaywood,  in  the  ttsmne  of  Barnard  Water^ 
asd  one  memiage,  46  acres  of  land^  an  100  aerea  ef 
pastuve,  43  acres  of  meadoir  and  50  acres  of  marsk 
wiUi  the  appnrtenanees  lyinjr  in  South  Ljmn  in  flie  te* 
nure  of  Henry  Keisby.    Also  certain  yearly  rents  b** 
suing  out  of  the  tenements  called  Baretts,  and  out  oC  the 
teneiuenti  late  Richard  Humphreys^  and  out  of  tte 
tenements  of  WiUiam  Pipers,  and  out  of  the  tenements 
Ihte  WUsons,  and  out  of  the  tenements  of  Thomas  Dair» 
son,  and  out  of  the  tenements  late  John  AJexander,  and 
out  of  the  tenements  of  John  Panujrter,  and  out  of  the 
tenements  late  Robert  AmlBet,  lately  belonging  to  the 
mayor  and  burgessess,  and  out  of  a  curtilage  late  Jdm 
Baxter'^  and  William  Ball,  and  out  of  the  tenement  of 
Robert  Gervys,  and  out  of  the  tenements  belonging  to 
die  Warden  of  the  chapel  of  St  James  in  Lynn,  and 
out  of  a  Pasture  called  Paradise  in  Lynn,  and  out  of  the 
tenements  late  John  Powers,  and  out  of  the  tenements 
of  Henry  Duplack,  called  the  White  Horse,  in  Lynn^ 
which  were  latdy  parcdl  of  the  lands,  possessions  and 
lerenues  belonging  to  the  Merchants*  Guild  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  in  Lynn  aforesaid;  together  with  all  the  wood, 
timber,    trees,  underwood,   &c.   liberties  of  foldage^ 
and  all  other  lands,  tenements.  Sec.  lying  in  Lynn  Re« 
gis,    Snetsham,    Ingoldesthorpe,    Eaton,    Sherborne^ 
South  Lynn,  Hardwick,  Gaywood,  Sechehythe,  Mid- 
dleton,  Seche,  *  and  Westwinch  in  Norfolk,  and  Brandon 
Ferry  in  Suflfolk,  belonging  to  the  guild  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  ,'to  be  held  of  the  king  and  his  heirs,  paying  13/. 
16^.  yearly,  at  this  feast  of  St  Michael  and  the  anaun* 

3  M 
*  Stci€  it  here  diitinguished  from  Stchehytke. 
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ciation,  by  equal  poitioiis,  at  the  oouit  augmentations. 
And  we  fiiflher  grant  to  the  said  mayor  and  bargesiet 
all  the  stock  of  millstones^  amounting  to  the  value  of 
40/.  late  parcdl  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  Guild 
of  the  Holy  Trinity.  And  we  further  grant  to  the  said 
mayor  and  burgesses  and  their  sucoessors^  that  they  may 
purchase  and  acquire  to  themselves  and  successors  lands 
and  tenements  to  the  value  of  100/.  per  annum,  or  any 
other  sum  than  100/.  per  annum,  without  any  fine  to 
us  or  to  our  use,  and  that  these  Letters  patents  should 
be  granted  them  without  any  fee  to  be  paid  or  given. 
DatedatWan8tcd,21.  MayA?  2f' *  ♦ 

This  document  makes  it  very  clear,  that  our  Trinity 
Gild  had  acquired  large  possessions:  nor  is  it  to  be  con* 
eluded  that  the  above  items,  or  specifications,  consti* 
tuted  the  whole  of  them;  their  mercantile  property  and 
revenue,  at  least,  are  still  to  be  added,  which  cannot  be 
supposed  inconsiderable;  and  there  might  be  lands  and 
tenements  beside,  that  belonged  to  them,  which  the  king 
might  not  choose  to  include  in  the  above  grant.  How- 
ever that  was,  it  may  be  reasonably  and  safely  presumed 
that  the  possessions  of  this  fraternity  were  much  larger 
than  those  of  any  of  the  rest,  and  that  its  weight  and 
influence  in  the  town  were  also  very  considerable,  not 
only  exceeding  those  of  any  of  the  others,  but  even,  per- 
haps, of  the  corporation  itself. —  Its  13  chaplains  may  be 
considered  as  a  proof  of  its  great  opulence,  as  well  as 
of  its  assuming  a  very  high  religious  character,  which 
was  looked  upon,  itseemf,  in  those  times,  as  essential  to 

♦  Mr.  Day'f  MS.  Tolumef   p,  69,  Ac 
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the  reputation  and  prosperity  of  all  social  institaUonsi 
those  of  a  civil  and  commercial,  as  well  as  of  an  cede* 
siastical  nature.  The  case  is  not  exactlj  so  in  the  pre* 
aent  day.  Between  our  present  protestant  corporation^ 
with  091^  two  chaplains,  and  this  same  gild  with  thhrtcm^ 
one  may  presume  there  must  be  what  may  be  called  a 
pretty  strong  and  striking  contrast.  We  would  fiun 
hope,  however,  that  the  advantage  to  the  community 
lies  very,  materially  on  the  protestant  side  — Be  that  as 
at  may,  very  different  from  what  it  is  at  present  mus^ 
have  been  the  state  of  Chings  at  the  period  of  which  w^ 
are  now  treating^  wheQ  the  members  of  a  fraternity  whiqh 
comprehended  the  first  families  in  the  town,  were  pro« 
lubitedy  as  has  been  ali^y  remarked,  to  appear  before 
the  alderman,  or  at  th^  gild  meetings,  barefooted;  whidi 
clearty  indicates  tl^at  it  was  then  customary,  for  even  tl^e 
principal  families,  to  go  about,  ordinarily,  without  shoes 
and  stockings.  It  was  the  case,  no  doubt,  with  those 
of  both  sexes— -shoes  and  stockings  constituting  then 
only  a  part  of  the  sunday  and  holyday  dress,  or  the 
full  dressy  of  even  the  people  of  the  first  fashion  in  the 
place,  such  as  the  Bagges,  the  Everards,  and  the  H(Kgg8 
of  those  days:  Nor  are  we  warranted  to  conclude,  that 
(hey  were,  therefore,  less  respectable  or  less  happy  than 
their  si^ccessors  of  the  present  generation.  Itwastle 
fiishion  in  those  times,  and  it  could  afiect  Aciiber  tl^cir 
feqpectability  nor  their  happiness. 
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Section  VL  Aceau$U  of  the  remaimng  GiUsy  mid 
particular^  thoic  of  SU  Fjcaocb  ud  St.  Willianu 

Next,  in  the  Catalogoe,  after  the  gild  of  flie  Trini^, 
ETC  those  of  St,  Andrew,  Holy  Rood,  St.  Loyis,  St. 
Austin,  St.  Barbara,  St.  Antony,  and  St.  Stephen; 
of  none  of  which  hare  we  been  able  to  obtain  any  fiirther 
information.— They  were,  probably,  fraternities  of  the 
lower  sort ;  and  haying  no  large  or  permanent  posses- 
Bions  attached  to  them,  snch  necessary  records  as  might 
exist  among  them  would  not  be  likely  to  remain  to  any 
distant  period.  Whatever  they  were,'  they  seem  to  haye 
long  ago  perished ;  and  so,  in  aR  likelihood,  had  abo 
their  yery  names,  but  for  the  laudable  care  and  indus- 
try of  the  unknown  compiler  of  Bfr.  King's  yrinaUb 
MS.  Volume,  who,  finding  fkem  in  some  old  record 
which  fell  in  his  way,  thought  proper  to  transcribe  and 
insert  them amonghiscuriouscoUectionsand  memoranda. 

Of  0ie  next  gild,  the  88ih,  in  the  catalogue^  that  of 
St.  Francis^  the  said  MS.  yohime  contains  a  very  par- 
ticular,  and  what  may  also  be  called  a  yery  curious  ac* 
count.  It  has  preserved  a  copy,  as  it  seems,  of  the  in- 
corporating instrument,  ordinal  agreement^  or  founda- 
tion deed  of  this  gild.  This  document  is  certainly  un« 
couth  enough,  both  as  to  style  and  orthography:  but 
88  it  may  on  that  account  be  no  less  valuable  or  inter- 
esting, it  shall  be  here  inserted,  for  the  entertainment  and 
information  of  the  curious  and  intelligent  reader.— We 
find  that  the  Gild  to  which  it  relates  was  founded  by  a 
priest,  or  friar,  of  the  name  of  Jo/in  Wells  y  who  is  called 
Sir  John  Wells,  it  being  customary  in  those  days  to 
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prefix  ttie  temt,  or  title  of  Slr^  tBoMy^  if  not  nlways, 
to  the  name  of  an  ecclesiastic.  He  seems  to  hare  beea 
also  ils  aldenuAii  in  1467,  if  he  was  BotBo  from  the  time 
ef  its  foundation,  13  years  earlier.-^The  said  Deied,  or 
iBstmmeaf ,  reads  as  ^ows. 

^Be  yt  knowen  to  all  chrysten  evydently  be  yi$  pveiient 
^nry^hyng,  yat  in  ye  yeer  of  our  Lord  M,  CtXJC, 
lilllL  acerten  compan  [company]  of  ye  towne  of  Lenn 
begonne  a  gilde  in  the  honour  and  reverence  ot  bXL 
myghty  God,  ^  of  6is  Uessyd  cpnfessour  seynt  Ffran- 
jaeis,  for  Ur  be  hdde  and  kept  perpetually  in  the  conrent 
of  the  fiVyers  my  nors  of  Lynn  before  sey de.    W  herefote 
the  brethryn  be  comown  assetit  of  hem  all  Otdeynd  hfar 
•teiuys  [sUitutys]  wtetyn  in  a  fottne  to  be  pronownsyd 
Sc  redde  two  tymys  in  ye  yeet  among  all  ye  brethryn 
of  ye  glide,  &  if  it  be  not  so  yat  be  ye  neglig^ns  of  ye 
dldymtan  yeis  statutys  be  not  redde  in  all  ye  yeer  ye  al- 
dyrttan  shaQ  pay  to  ye  mendyng  of  ye  cbttpany  lib. 
wax.    Be  ytordeynd  yt  every  yeer  shall  be  schosyn  an 
aldyrman  in  yis  foorme,  first  &  foremost  jre  aldyrman 
6ldl  chose  iiij  men,    and  ye  iiij  men  shll  calle  to  hem 
oilier  iiij  men,  and  ye  viii  sail  chose  an  aldyrman,  to 
Whose  precepts  &  commaiidmeAts  ye  hole  ffrateruyte 
sail  abeygri,  and  be  hym  yei  sail  be  govetnd  in  all 
ihyngg^  yat  be  foful  &  prbfiytabyl  to  ye  gylde,  &  also 
yei^  chose  iiij  skeycnts  in  whos  handy s  sail  be  ye  catel 
of  ye  gylde,  &  ycrof  to  geeve  a  tr^e  a  coiihtb  at  dew 
tyme  asyrtd  by  ye  aldyrman  &  yt  fee  ye  otbs  made  be- 
iome  all  ye  brethryn,  ot  ye  which  iiij  ij  sail  be  firers  of 
ye  same  place:  Also  yei  shall  these  a  darfce  &  a  Ati^i  to 
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whose  offycc  yt  longjth  to  somawne  and  wame  yebre- 
thryn  tocwm  togedyn¥han  ye  aldynnansead  for  yem'for 
to  have  her  momspicheos  or  any  other  thyng  ye  which 
8uUd  be  to  ye  hononr  &  worsb^'p  of  ye  gykie  in  peyne 
of  a  lb.  of  wax,  &  when  ye  fforseyd  viii  men  have  gevyn 
ye  verdyt  of  her  electyon  and  ye  aldyrman  which  is  cho- 
6jm  at  ye  tyme  refuse  to  execute  ye  office  he  shall  paye 
to  ye  encres  of  ye  gylde  iiijx.  iiijef.  &  on  the  sane 
wysse  every  skeventh  2s.  &  ye  clarke  12d.  &  ye  dean 
12d.  It  is  ordeynd  ye  derke  for  his  labour  in  ye  yeer 
sail  have  lOel.  and  ye  dene  12d. 

"Also  yt  [is]  ordeynd  yt  every  yerc  ye  new  officerys^ 
yt  is  to  say,  ye  alderman  sky ventys  clarke  and  dene, 
suUd  make  an  otbe  or  a  promesse  to  ye  olde  aldyrman 
afome  all  ye  brethym  at  yt  time  present  to  make  a  pro* 
mise  yat  yd  sail  honestly  goveme  ye  trateroy  te  in  her 
yer  folowyng  up  her  power  with  all  her  myght  &  bar 
understandyng  &  manfully  ye  aldyrman  sail  defendyn 
all  maner  of  hevynes  &  prejudicys  fallyng  to  ye  gylde. 

"Also  yts  ordeynd  yt  ye  generall  day  sail  be  holdea 
honestly  on  ye  Sonday  after  ye  feast  of  sent  Francesse 
in  ye  monyth  of  October,  les  yan  sent  Francesse  day 
fall  on  Sonday,  yan  sail  y t  be  holden  ye  same  day,  lesse 
yan  any  reasonabyl  cawes  why  yt  may  be  holdyn  yan, 
&  yan  yt  sail  befidl  to  ye  aldyrman  to  setta  day  as  hym 
thynkkythbehovely  tobesett  on  in  tbehonowr  &  reverent 
of  yat  blyssyd  conffessour  yat  he  may  be  good  mediator 
betwix  God  &  us,  ♦  for  ye  which  solerapnite  non  of  ye 
brethym  sull  absent  yem  in  peync  of  a  lb.  wax,  but  he 

•  How  happy  St  was  for  Uiem  to  hate  betwixt  them  and  God  auch 
a  powerful  mecUalor  la  tmnt  Fr^cis  \ 
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have  a  resonabyl  excusacyon :  also  yt  ys  ordeynd  y  t 
every  yer  upon  ye  day  befocne  ye  generall  sail  be  seyd 
a  placebo  for  all  our  gyld  bretbym  &  systers,  &  on  ye 
next  day  followyng  a  messe  of  requiem  be  noota  at  ye 
awter  of  Sent  Frawnccs  for  ye  sowlys  of  all  ye  brethyrn 
&  sisters  yat  be  passyd  outli  of  yisward,  at  ye  which 
messe  every  one  sail  offer  an  o6.  * 

**Also  yt  ys  ordende  yat  yis  gyld  sail  have  iij  or  iiij 
morspytchysye  yer,  ye  fy rst  to  be  holdyn  on  ye  general 
day,  ye  othyr  morspytchys  to  be  holdyn  most  behovely 
at  dy verse  ty mes  in  ye  yer  to  ye  most  proffitt  of  ye  gyld 
be  ye  avyse  &  assent  of  ye  aldyrman  &  his  officerys  con« 
venyently  accordyng. 

"Also  yt  ys  ordeynd  yt  every  brodyr  shall  kepe  pes 
love  &  charytef  with  othyr  in  as  myche  as  he  can  or  may; 
harm  nor  hevynes  wy llfuUy  he  sail  not  do  but  what  with 
worde  streokyth  &  mygth  as  weel  with  owtliyn  ye  towne 
as  with  inne,  he  sail  socowr  &  keep  hjrm  yt  need.  § 

<*Also  yt  ys  ordejmd  y t  yf  any  dyscorde  or  heavynesse 
ffall  betwix  ye  brethyrn,  thorow  ye  informatyon  of  any 
othyr  wickyd  man,  yat  neydjrr  of  hem  sail  vexen  nor 
sewyn  othyr  in  temporal  cowrtbe  nor  spyrytualin  to  ye 
tyme  y t  ye  aid jrman  and  brethyrn  competently  &  wysly 
make  thereof  a  ffynial  ende  in  ye  payne  of  4(k/.  so  yat 
ye  cawcc  be  swyche  yt  lawfully  it  may  be  determynd 
betwix  ye  brethyrn. 

*'Also  yt  ys  ordeynd  yat  yf  any  of  ye  brethyrn  or  sys- 
tyrs  be  somownd  of  ye  dene  in  lefuU  f  &  lawfhl  tyme  9c 

*  i.  o,  a  halfpenny.  §  All  this  is  rtrj  good* 

t  The  meaning  of  that  word  seems  difficult  to  make  out. 
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will  ifot  obe jgn  nor  apery n  in  honest  plac^'as  wyr  a  synjrd 
be  ye  aldennan  Sc  ye  sk^ventys  at  yer  raorspychys  or  for 
othyr  thyjigs  Mrhych  suUd  profytli  to  ye  gylde,  or  yer 
cum  not  at  ye  wamyng  of  ye  dene,  yei  sail  pay  lib. 
wax,  but  yf  he  have  a  reasonabyl  excusacyon  ye  whych 
excuse  sail  be  examyud  wysly  a  mong  ye  bretbym  whe- 
dyr  yt  be  leful  or  nowth,  &  yf  ye  dene  faile  in  yer  so- 
mewoys  of  any  brodyr  or  systyr  yatyan  ben  not  warayd 
thorowhys  de&wthe  ye  denefsaU  pay  for  every  brodyr  & 
sistyr  not  warnd  thorow  hys  defawto  Id, 

"Also  yt  ys  ordend  yt  yf  any  of  ye  brethym  or  systyis 
dey  yt  all  ye  breyeryn  [bretheryn]  suli  cum  to  ye  place 
of  ye  dede  berying  ye  body  to  cbyrche  &  yer  to  ofl^for 
ye  sowle  &  for  to  have  messe  of  requiem  &  sythe  to 
be  tendannce  in  yat  holy  place  tyl  ye  body  be  beiyde  ft 
browth  to  erde,  lesse  y^y  have  leve  of  the  aldyrman  forto 
go  hoome,  to  ye  which  statute  ye  ffiryerys  ben  exempte 
save  a  cowpnl  or  too  [two]  8c  ye  dene  ^  his  labour  ft 
lyghtys  sail  have  of  ye  dede  iiljcf.         .  .^ 

^^Also  what  brodyr  orcystyr  sail  be  receyvyd  into  yis 
gylde  he  sail  paye  fyrste  hys  ffi^es  ytys  yd.  to  ye  waxldL 
to  ye  aldynian  ^.  to  ye  clerke  1<^  to  ye  dene  IJ.  &  more- 
over to  ye  eacres  of  ye  gylde  aft  yt  he  sail  pay  xiltf. 
Wher  yt  was  ordeynd  syne  be  ye  eleccyon  of  viii  men 
soyt  yt  sulld  be  consent  of  ye  aldyrman  and  ye  gylde 
breyeryui  every  brodyr  &  systyr  yt  sail  be  res^ves  all  pay 
ii«.  &  thereto  they  sail  make  a  promesse  ui>on  yer  fe^yth 
to  be  trew  brodyr  ftsystyr  &to  kepyn  ye  cowncellys  rf 
ye  gykle  &  not  to  bewray  yem  &  to  kepe  ye  statu^  of 
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ycgylde  &  yt  ye  clerke  geff  bem  her  charge  fforth- 
wyth  on  ye  sam  day  whych  yf  any  go  undyschargyd 
Ihorow  ye  negligens  of  ye  clerke  he  sail  for  yche  of  yem 
lib.  wax,— Also  ye  aldyrman  sail  have  to  hys  costys 
on  ye  general  day  brede  &  ale  &  of  sylvyr  xirf." 

[To  tlie  above  in  the  said  MS.  volume  are  subjoined 
tiie  following  particulars.  J 

"MEMORANDUM.  Sr  John  Wells  has  gyffen 
to  this  ffratemite  a  Maser  with  a  prynte  of  seynt  John's 
hede  in  ye  bothome,  with  a  cover  to  ye  same,  wrytea 
with,  soft  words  swageth  ye  sufiyr  and  have  thi  desyre, 
which  maser  shall  remayne  with  the  Wardeyn  for  the 
time  beyng  &  alway  to  be  present  at  every  momspech 
&  general  f  — Also  a  towelle  with  a  dubbyl  w  of  dyapy r 
ft  a  dozen  sponys. 

«N.  B.  The  above  Sr  John  Wells  was  flounder  of 
this  gild.'' 

^^ Memorandum.  There  be  xii  sponys  sylvyr  gevyn 
be  Willm.  Lyster  ye  which  weyyth  xiii  vii.  [oi]  a 
quartr.  less. 

<<Item,  A  maser  with  the  bond  &  a  pr^pte  of  sylvyr 
gilte  yt  weyyth  xiii  vn:  s.    d. 

The  Charge  of  a  General  Day — In  brede    iii-  iiij. 
In  Ale  iij  dosey  iiij  Galons        •        .        •        v. 
InxiiCrees  [3rf.  i  apiece]        -        -        -iij.    ix 
In  Moton  [  Mutton;  but  we  know  not  how  much]  iiij    ly 
In  Conynys  [^Rabbits\  we  know  not  how  many]  ij    iiij 

S  N 

t  This  thewitlMttbo  mtm^mIi  and /«iwr«&  were  different  tortiof 
meetiDgs^  but  U  teems  not  fery  clear  wherein  they  were  so— Quere, 
If  the  fonner  were  not  the  religioiie,  and  the  latter  the  conTiviai  meetings 
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d. 
In  Onyonys  [^Onians.^        -        *        *        *         ob* 

InMylk iiij. 

InCoIysiiij  b.  [c<ii6i^ef  probably.]  *  vi. 

In  Garlek  [Gartick^  ^        .        ^        •  ob« 

In  ye  Cok  [quete^  Cooking)        *        *        ^        xii. 
For  ye  tornon  [quere^  turmpits]        «        ^  ij« 

For  ye  lyth  be  fora  seynt  Ffirawseys  -  xiu 

ForSwyllers       -.*-..  i. 

For  half  an  hondiyd  woode  of  belet  -  vi. 

Foryeholdyrsofye  torchys         .        -        -  ij. 

For  Rich.  Wylgcle  .  .  .  i. 

For  gponyn  •  *  •  •  ij. 

Sum.  xxiii*  y\\d. 

^^Manr.  The  prictf  of  3  sheep  8^.  &  3  calves  8*.  lOd.  t 

<^At  a  generaU  day  holden  at  ye  ffiyen  mynors,  als. 

Grey  flPryersi  on  St.  Lucas  dayj  in  ye  yere  of  our  Lord 

*  Ob.  seems  to  be  here  a  contraction  of  o^e&/y  and  signifies  9l  kmlf  ^mmj. 
t  How  very  dtflferent  from  the  present  was  that  time  when  iir44 
fat  ske$f  sold  for  ^ki  tkilMmgt,  and  tkreefatttdcahit  for  only  tight  tU&mgi 
mmd  Urn  ^«c«  \  The  dtflereoce  in  a  gretit  measure  may  cooiist  fai  the 
eomparati?e  Talue  of  money,  or  of  the  precious  metals.  They  «rere 
then)  perhaps,  above  20  times  more  Taluablci  and  less  plentiful,  th&n 
.now.  We  aw  told  that  the  Jewish  Solomon  made  silver  to  be  in 
Jerusalem  u  stShe,  and  that  it  was  nothing  accounted  of  in  hvi  days : 
•ur  own  Solomon  seems  to  be  in  the  way  to  bring  things  to  the  same 
pass.  But  this  is  no  sure  indication  of  national  prosperity— 'Solomoo'^s 
subjects^  for  all  the  vast  influx  of  wealth,  were  grievously  oppressed 
and  unhappy,  of  which  his  unwise  suoeessor  felt  the  sad  and  ^tal  efiecfii; 
•^The  diisoluCion  of  monasteries*  expulsion  of  the  monks,  and  intni» 
ductio'n  of  protestantism  were  long  bewailed  by  many  of  our  country 
men,  as  very  serious  evils,  and  the  causes  of  ihh  deamess  of  provlsioos^ 
&c.  Their  sentiments  and  foelings  they  would  often  express  in  verse  as 
well  as  prose:  whence  one  of  our  old  popular  songs  had  in  it  these  f«« 
markable  expressionv-i* 

**  I  remember  the  time*  belbre  the  monks  vrent  henoi^ 
That  a  bushel  of  wheat  sold  for  fourteen  peaee^ 
And  forty  eggs  a  penny      >■  ■  ■ 
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Cod  M  VC  XII  [  1512]  it  \¥a8  ordaynd  yt  ye  morespech 
shal  be  kept  on  Sonday  after  St,  ffiraunces^  &  ye  ffiryen 
of  ye  order  of  St.  ffiraunces  tobaye  yd.  forever  dedd 
broder  &  systyr  yt  ys  dede  this  yer  folloWjmg, 
^^Ordeynd  yt  John  Jadd  shall  finde  contenuelly  yd 
wax  lyght  before  St^ffraunces,  &  tp^aye  &r  his  vax 
&  labour  ii^.  viiicf.  &  all  overplus  money  to  go  towards 
repairing  the  north  yle  of  ye  Grey  flFryers  chircb* 

^^The  good  wills  of  those  yt  have  gyven  toward  ye 
said  Grey  ffryers  chirch  as  follows-^  s.      d, 

Ffiryer  Thomas  Peke  warden  •*  iii,    iiij, 

Ffryer  Water  Martyn  Lycster  •  xx, 

Willm.  Gerves  thelder  -  •iii.    iiij. 

John  Dowghty  smyth  *  iii.    iiij, 

Willm.  Barker  painter  iiij  treys  lyme 
John  Judd  *-«  iiij  treys  lyme 
WiUm.  HaU  taUor  -  -  zx. 

Willm.  Wiggon  iij  ml.  [3000]  lath  nayles 
WiUm.    Hall  draper  iii  bunches  lath 
Kobt.  Smyth,  a  smyth  ii  ml.  [2000]  lath  nayles 
<U524  Ordeynd  yt  ther  shall  be  kept  every  scwday 
next  befoi;e  All  Seynts  yearly  a  solemn  masse  with  dirge 
iof  ye  sowles  ye  byfore  tyme  departyd  &  ye  dene  to 
wame  every  broder  to  offer  for  ye  dede  upop  ijrf.  loss  t9 

St.  Ffiraunces. 

S  N  2 

W«  luetho  told  that  about  tb«  time  wlkon  thoM  chaagai  took  plact, 
beef  sold  at  a  half  ^$niy  a  pound,  and  mutton  at  tArn/mrtkhgt,  and  that 
hutcbert  then  «old  /«in^/f«cvyof  beef  to  the  poor,  which  weighed  2H, 
4c  half,  and  often  atf .  and  moreoter^  that  14  such  pieces  were  told  §oit « 
shUling  —When  the  price  advanced  toon  alter,  it  it  no  wonder  that 
«aaojr  would  uivute  it  to  the  Uce  leligiovs  changftj  or  previops  oedctif 
Mtlcal  revolution. 
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<'The  monastry  of  ye  ffryan  minoritft  ab.  white 
ffrjwn  [it  should  be  alias  Greyfriars]  of  the  order  of 
^.  Ffraonces,  in  which  was  ye  warden  &  9  ffiyars. 

<q508.  Ffirat^  Rich,  flete,  Prior  of  ye  iFryars  Au* 
giistios. 

Ffrater  John  Wells,  Prior  of  ye  fixyars  Carmelites. 

Ffirirter  John  Lobby,  Prior  of  ye  ffryars  Preachers. 

FQraier  Thomas  Peke  Gaurdian  [Warden J  of  yc 
Ayars  minos. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  above  Gild  had  a  separate 
Iiall,  like  some  of  the  others,  but  met,  as  we  have  seen, 
in  the  abbey,  or  monastery,  of  the  Grey  friars.  It 
seems  a  very  remarkable  fraternity,  being  a  mixture  of 
friars,  or  ecclesiastics,  and  laics.  Its  very  founder, 
and,  seemingly,  its  first  alderman,  and  perhaps  all  its 
succeeding  aldermen,  were  of  the  monkish  order,  and 
therefore  it  may  be  supposed  that  that  description  of 
members  bore  in  it  the  principal  sway,  and  had  the  chiet 
management  in  tlie  direction  of  its  affairs.  However 
that  was,  it  might  be  in  its  time  a  very  useful  institution, 
and  productive  of  many  valuable  and  important  benei- 
fits  to  its  respective  constituents.  Like  the  other  gilds 
it  appeared  particularly  attentive  to  what  was  then  deem* 
ed  sound  doctrine  in  regard  to  morality  and  religion ; 
and^  from  tlie  character  of  its  leading  members,  it  may 
be  supposed  to  have  exceeded  the  others,  rather  than 
ftUen  short  of  them,  in  the  strictness  of  its  attention  to 
those  matters,  as  well  as  in  the  rigidness,  or  severity  of  its 
general  discipline. 

The  «bove  extract,  with  all  its  uncouthness  of  style 
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and  orthography,  ^ill  yet,  it  is  presumed  and  hoped, 
add  to  the  value  of  this  work,  atkast,  la  theestimatiaii 
of  its  most  curious  and  etilighteoed  readers,  who  will  be 
able  to  draw  from  it  many  useful  inferences,  which  aie 
here  necessarily  omitted,  in  order  to  avoid  being  too  tire* 
some  to  others  whom  the  author  would  wish  to  gratify^ 
and  who  probably  constitute  by  far,  the  most  numerous 
part  of  the  encouragers  of  this  undertaking— Dry  and 
insipid,  as  many,  perhaps,  will  deem  these  old  docu* 
ments  relating  to  our  gilds,  they  seem  nevertheless  to 
cast  a^greater  light  on  the  state  of  society  in  this  town,du« 
ring  the  period  now  under  consideration,  than  any  other 
materials  that  have  fallen  in  the  way  of  the  present  writeri 
or  whose  existence  lie  within  the  compass  of  his  know* 
ledge. 

What  now  remains,  before  we  dismiss  this  tedious 
aulgect,  is  to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the  three  re* 
maining  gilds  mentioned  in  the  catalogue.  The  next, 
or  S9th.  in  that  Ibt,  is  the  gild  of  the  Shoemakers^ 
which  consisted,  probably,  of  persons  of  that  occupa- 
tion, or  the  brethren  of  the  gentle  crafty  as  it  luis  beea 
sometimes  called .  They  might  be  pretty  numerous  then 
wA  Lynn;  and  yet  it  would  seem  rather  odd  if  they  were 
80,  when  most  of  the  inhabitants,  those  of  the  better 
sort  as  well  as  others,  seem  to  have  been  pretty  much 
in  the  &bit  of  going  about  barefooted;  unless  it  might 
be  supposed  that  shoes  were  then  made  here  for  expor- 
tation, as  is  now  the  case  in  many  places,  where  a  great 
many  more  liands  are  employed,  of  course,  than  is 
necessary  for  furnishing  tlie  population  of  those  ptooM 
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witb  thai  article.  This  point,  however,  must  be  left 
undetermined:  all  we  know  is,  that,  among  the  nume- 
lOUsLynn  Gilds,  one  was  called  the  giU  of  the  Sfioe^ 
tnakerSf  who,  whether  very  numerous  or  othemise, 
«eem  to  have  been  then  a  thoughtful,  provident,  and 
lm>tberly  set  of  people. 

The  dOth.  Gild  was  called  the  Red  Gild.  The  rea- 
son for  K^ving  it  that  name  we  are  utterly  unable  to  dis- 
cover, or  even  to  conjecture.  Nor  do  we  know  whe« 
ther  it  was  rich  or  poor-*consisted  of  many,  or  of  but  few 
members'— managed  its  affairs  wisely  or  unwisely :— We 
jubt  learn,  that  it  was  called  Me  red  gild;  and  there  our 
knowledge  of  it  begins  and  ends.— Some  may,  perhaps, 
be  apt  to  suspect,  that  both  this  and  the  preceding  gild 
were  no  better  than  they  ought  to  be,  in  point  of  piety, 
or  what  in  those  days  was  so  denominate,  as  (hey  did 
not  assimie  the  nan^e  of  any  saint,  or  angel,  or  sacred 
object,  like  the  other  gilds,  but  went  each  of  them,  by 
a  plain,  simple  name,  that  had  nothing  in  it  sanctimo- 
nious, venerable,  or  prepossessing.  As  the  tim^  went, 
it  cannot  be  thought  that  these  two  gilds  cou}4  be  in  fa- 
vour with  the  friars  and  the  other  orders  c^idigious 
functionaries:  nor  are  we  sure  that  th^y  were  at  all  so- 
licitous about  it,  or  thought  proper  to  employ  a  sin- 
gle chaplain  in  their  service.  They  might,  however^ 
not  be  the  worse  for  that,  if  they  were  duly  attentive  io 
those  moral  obligations  which  they  owed  to  one  an(^er| 
and  to  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  3 1st.  Gild,  and  the  last  in  the  catalogue,  had  also, 
like  moM  of  the  others,  a  saint  in  its  belly;   and  that 
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siint  was  the  poor  lad  whom  the  Jews  were  mid  to  have 
crucified  at  Norwich  in  the  ISth  century,  (as  was  befbn 
noted,  at  page  35S,)  and  whom  the  pope  sometime  after 
^canonized,  under  the  nfune  of  5m»i<  WilUam.''^   Hispa* 
tronage,  no  doubt,  was  as  eflScctual  a  guard  to  thoit 
good  folks  who  chose  to  put  themselres  undpr  his  pro* 
lectioa  as  that  of  any  other  dead  smnt  would  hare  been. 
9his  gild,  as  we  are  told,  traded  to  North  Bern,  which 
plainly  implies,  that  it  was  another  mercantile  fraternity, 
or  gild  of  merchants.     By  Nerik  Bern  is  probably 
meant  NorUi  Bergen,  or  Bergen  in  Norway,  with  which 
country  Lynn  appears  to  have  carried  on  a  considerable 
trade  from  a  very  remote  i>eriod,    The  connection  be« 
tween  this  town  and  those  parts  was  then  so  great  that 
Lynn  merchants  usually  resided  thoe :  and  there  is  to 
be  seen  in  Mn  Day's  MS*  volume,  p.  56,  the  copy  of 
a  ktin  letter,  of  the  date  of  lS05,[from  Bartholomew,  the 
king  of  Norway's  chancellor,  to  flie  maycM:  of  Lyan,  in 
behalf  of  Thurkill  and  other  merchants  resident  there. 
It  was  also  customary  for  our  merchants  to  have  a  con- 
sul of  their  own,  or  aldennan,  as  they  called  him,  ap" 
pointed  for  Norway:  for  which  purpose  or  appointment 
it  was  necessary,  it  seems,  to  obtain  a  royal  warrant4 
There  is  in  Mackerell  the  copy  of  such  a  warrant  from 
Henry  V.  which  runs  thus-*"HENRY,  by  the  grace  of 
God)  king  of  fingUmd  and  of  France,  and  lord  of  Ire- 
land; to  our  trusty  and  wdl  beloved  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  other  merchants  inhabiting  within  our  town 

\ 

<^  Our  Gilds  were  somewhat  lik«  the  mfiat  of  our  gooi  allies  ^ 
Portuf  iiese  and  Spaniards,  where  almost  every  ship  bears^the  name  of 
tome  saint  or  other:  but  it  does  not  teem  that  they  are  At  all  the  heUer 
fix  that. 
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of  Ljniiiy  shewed  utito  us^  that  by  the  old  pririle^ 
imoDg  you,  used  in  exi^cisiDg  the  sale  of  your  dier« 
chandizes  in  the  lands  and  eountries  of  Denmark  and 
Norway,  ye  hare  an  ancient  custom  to  have  an  akier- 
man  chosen  by  dection  among  you  to  be  ruler  and  go« 
▼enKNT  of  your  company  in  the  said  coantries,  and  to  see 
good  rule  and  order  kept  among  you  there,  which  we 
woll  be  content  to  help  and  see  to  be  holden  for  the  in« 
creasing  and  augmentation  of  the  conunon  weal  and 
prosperity  of  you  and  all  other  our  true  subjects ;  we 
having  the  same  in  our  good  remembrance,  be  content 
and  woU,  that  ye  gadre  and  assemble  toguider,  and 
among  you  chuse  such  oontobeyour  said  alderman,  as 
ye  shall  thinkxonveaient,  good,  honest,  and  sufficient 
for tiie premisses;  and  to  use,  have, enjoy,  andoconpy 
the  liberties  and  franchises  in  this  cause  heretofore  accus- 
tomed. Yeven  under  our  Signet  at  our  Manor  of  Gieen« 
wich,  the  18th.  day  of  July ,  the  fifth  year  of  our  reigti.** 

As  to  our  Gild  of  St.  William,  that  seems  to  have  con* 
sisted  of  mercantile  adventurers  who  traded  only  to 
Bergen,  which  was  probably  at  that  time  the  capital  of 
Norway.  It  was  perhaps  an  opulent  gHd,  but  as  none 
of  its  records  are  known  now  to  remain,  we  must  here 
close  our  account  of  it,  and  so  dbmiss  the  subject. 

*  How  masy  GHd  MaUs  there  were  formerlf  tt  Lynn,  besides  Uiost 
•r  St,  Oeorgi  and  the  Trinity ^  it  is* now  impossible  to  sayx  but  we  may 
pretty  safely  presume  that  there  were  sciKral ;  one  of  them  was  probably 
that  placa  in  Purfleei  Street  whieh  was  a  dissenting  meeting  houat 
40  or  50  years  ago,  and  is  now  occupied  as  a  school  room :  but  wo 
pietend  not  to  guess  to  what  Gild  it  belonged^ 
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CHAP.   VI. 


M€<C>>i>f 


Account  of  the  Monasteries  and  Religious  Houset  that  were  form- 
••riy  tt  Lynn. 

From  the  fraternities  called  gilds  tbe  transition  is  pret- 
ty short  and  natural  to  the  monasteries  and  religious 
houses.  Of  these  there  were  here  formerly  a  great  many  ^ 
the  account  of  some  of  which  is  so  imperfect  and  coii« 
fused,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fix  their  exact  number,  or 
point  out  the  places  where  they  all  stood.  The  fol- 
lowing were  probably  the  chief  of  them — I.  A  Nun* 
neryy  or  Convent  of  Nuns:  the  site  unknown.  9.  A 
Priorj/  of  Benedictins;  situated  in  Priory  JUme.  3. 
A  monastery  or  Convent  of  the  Carmelites^  or  White 
Friars  I  situated  in  South  Lj'nn,  4.  Another  of  the 
Grey  ^friars  J  Friars  minors  y  or  Franciscans;  situated 
in  Fuller^s  Row,  now  St.  James's  Street.  5.  Another  of 
the  Black  Friars y  preaching  friars j  or  Dominicans; 
situated  in  Clough  Lane,  or  rather  between  that  and 
Spinner  Lane.  6.  Another  oS  Austin  Friars^  or  Ser* 

3  o 
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fnits  of  the  order  of  St  Augustin*,  situated  in  tto^-» 
man's  Lane,  alias  Hopman^s  Way,  now  St.  Austin's 
Street.  7.  Another  of  IHars  de  Peniieniia  Jesu;  its 
site  now  unknown.  8.  A  College;  situated  near  the 
Town  Hall;  now  inhabited  by  Mr.  .Toosey.     9.  Si» 
JohrCs  Hospital^  the  site  not  known.     10.  St.  Mary 
Magdalen^s  Hospital;  its  site  where  the  Gaywood  Alms- 
house  now  stands.     11.  Four  Lazar  Houses;  sites,  it 
seems,  at  West  Lynn,  Cowgate,  Uardwick,  and  Gay- 
wood.— ^To  these  may  be  added  divers  other  rdigious 
houses  and  chapels,  such  as  those  of  Si.  James^s^  our 
Lady's  on  the  Mounty  our  hady^s  on  the  Hridgey  Si. 
Anne's y  St.  Catherine's,  &c.  the  sites  of  some  of  which 
appear  not  very  easy  now  to  mark  out.     They  se^n, 
all  of  thero^  to  have  been  laid  by  aithe  reformation,  when 
the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  and  gilds  took  place : 
except  the  A^t/it/tery  first  above-mentioned;  which  had 
long  before  been  removed  hence  to  Tbetford.     Concern- 
ing which  removal  we  are  informed,  that  a  certain  pri<»ry 
of  monks  at  Thetford  being,  in  1176,  reduced  to  two, 
the  Abbot  of  Bury  persuaded  them  to  resign;  upon 
-vihich  he  placed  in  their  stead  a  convent  of  nuns  who 
had  previously  resided  at  Lynn.  *  But  it  is  not  said  how 
long  their  residence  here  had  been,  or  for  what  reason 
they  were  removed  hence.     Of  the  other  convents,  &c. 
we  propose  giving  a  further  account,  under  the  several 
following  subdivisions  or  sections. 


*  BMutUf  of  £ngltnd>  lol.  xi»  i4X 
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Srction  I.  Account  of  the  House  of  the  Benedict 
tins  in  Priorj/  lane^  with  a  sketch  of  that  religious 
order. 

This  House,  or  Priory,  was  foonded  by  Herbert  Lozin^ 
ga,  first  bbbop  of  Norwich,  in  the  reign  of  William 
litifus.  *  We  are  told  that  this  house  and  the  church  of 
St.  Margaret  were  both  built  by  bishop  Herbert  at  the 
request  of  the  men  of  the  town  of  Lenn  ;  and  that  he,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  undertaking,  granted  an  indul- 
gence of  40  days  pardon  to  all  who  should  contribute 
towards  it  s  also  that  he  settled  the  tithes  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal dues  of  the  whole  town  upon  this  church  and  priory, 
and  had  the  same  confirmed  by  the  pope.  He  is  also 
said  to  have  given  or  settled  upon  them  all  he  had  or 
possessed,  as  fiur  as  the  church  of  William  the  son  of 
Sfanquiii,  f  on  the  other  aide  of  Sewaldsfdd,  in  rents, 
lands,  and  men,  ^  except  Seman  and  his  land,  and  the 
saltwork  which  the  mother  of  Seman  held.  He  likewise 
granted  the  Saturday  mercate,  and  the  Fair  on  St. 
Margaret's  day  to  this  house,  or  rather  to  his  great 
house  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Norwich,  to 
whif  h  this  priory  of  Lynn  was  a  cell.  The  said  bishop 
also  gave  them  the  new  mill  in  Gaywode  mari^h^  wi^t 
that  marsh,  the  churches  of  Gaywode  and  Mintling, 
the  priest  at  Mintling,  the  tithes  of  bis  demeans  at  Gay* 
wode,  with  a  villain  called  Edward,  and  all  his  land ; 
also  his  saltworks  in  the  said  town,  except  two^  and 
3  q8 

•  See  Parkin   186.        t  We  canuot  find  what  church  ihre  WM. 
{  Men  were  then  in  England  contejred  with  the  Uxx^ 
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that  which  Leofric>  son  of  Limburgh  held,  and  theino- 
(her  of  Semau:  also  the  church  oi  Sedgford  with  the 
tithes,  and  all  that  Walter  the  archdeacon  had,  as  he 
held  it;  the  church  of  Thornham,  with  the  tithes  and 
all  belonging  to  it;  his  land  at  Fringes,  with  70  acres 
of  land  inSedgeford,  free  and  quit  of  all  service,  with 
the  land  of  Owen  of  Lakesle."  ^  Thus  were  the  dooa* 
tions  orendowments  specified. 

This  Lynn  Priory  being  accounted' only  a  cell  io  the 
Priory  of  Norwich,  that  house  appointed  a  monk  Qf 
their  body  to  be  prior  here  at  Lynn,  wha  was  responsi« 
ble  to  the  priory  oi  Norwich  for  the  rents  and  profits  he 
received,  and  qecms  to  have  been  removable  at  pleasure. 
Many  other  grants  were  afterwards  by  succeeding  bish- 
ops made  io  this  priqry,  as  may  be  seen  at  large  iq 
Blomefield  and  Parkin, 

This  boiise  stood  on  the  north  side  of  Priory  Lanct 
which  took  its  name  from  it;  but  it  took  up  a^poosidera-- 
ble  part  of  thegroi^nd  between  t|iat  lane  i^id  th^  church, 
and  seems  to  have  been  a  pretty  extoisive  building.  Its 
prior,  though  subordinate  to  him  of  Norwich,  aii4  re? 
inovable  by  him  and  his  monks  at  their  pleasure^  was 
.^et  a  person  of  nq  small  oenaequence  among  the  numk^ 
of  L}rnn,  as  well  as  in  the  estimation  of  theinhi^itants^ 
JHe  wi|s,  no  doubft^  looked  up  to,  |br  many  agea,  and 
esteemed  among  the  principal  personages  pf  the  place  s 
but  he  is  no  longer  rempmbered ;  and  in  a  few  yea|9 
(he  pre^nt  heads  of  the  town  i^vill  be  as  little  tho^ht  of<| 
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After  the  dissolution,  the  Lynn  Piiorj  was  partly  puUed 
do^n,  to  enlarge  the  chuiQ^  yard.  What  was  then 
left  was  in  tiniereiiiOYed,  and  scarcely  ^ny  remains  of  it 
now  exis^  excegi  what  oiay  be  discovered  in  3ome  of  ths 
walls  of  the  old  dwellings  on  the  north  side  of  the  lane^ 
The  monks  of  this  house,  at  <me  time,  according  ta 
Parkin,  were  ^wn  so  rich,  beyond  the  design  of  the 
founder,  as  to  endanger  the  bishi^'s  preponderance  in 
t^e  place ;  which  occasioned  bishop  De  Grey,  fwho 
then  filled  the  see,  to  take  mensures  Spft  reducii^  their 
power  aqd  securing  his  own,  by  making  nn  exchange 
withlhepriory  of  Norwich,  of  lands  or  possessions  be- 
longing tp  themhere,  ^r  Qth^r  lands  bdonging  to  his  see 
eL^where^  A  coj^  of  the  bisin^'s  deed  for  this  pury 
pose  has  been  preserved  by  Parkin,  *  as  have  been  also 
fnany  particulars  relating  to  this  inripry,  which,  though 
not  altogether  uniiiteresting,  must  be  here  omitted* 

The  Benedictiiie  order,  to  which  the  mopks  of  thb 
house  l^elonged,  is  of  cons^dem^e  antiquky,  {t  was 
instituted,  according  to  Moshdm  f  A.  D.  fiS9,  by 
.3£if  EDICT  of  Nursia^  a  man  of  piety  and  reputation  for 
the  age  he  liyed  in*  From  his  rul^  of  discipline,  whidi 
is  yet  extant,  we  karn  that  it  Wan  not  his  intention  to  im^ 
po^  it.  upon  all  the  monastic  societies,  bat  to  form  an 
order  whoqe  discipline  should  be  milder>  their  estab« 
lishment  more  solid,  and  thefar  manners  more  r^lar,^ 
than  those  ot  the  other  numastic  bodies;  and  whose  meo- 
bcfs  during  the  course'of  a  holy  and  peaceful  life,  wove 

•  F^rkiQ,  U9,    t  lifitX.  Hbtqiy,  1.  447.  Ed.  1774. 
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to  diride  their  time  between  prayer,  reading,  the  educa- 
tion cf  youth y  and  other  ptoas  and  learned  labours.  But 
in  process  of  time  the  fotlowen  of  this  celebrated  ecclesi- 
astic degenerated  sadly  fronTthe  piety  of  their  founder, 
and  lost  sight  of  the  duties  of  their  station  and  the  great 
end  of  their  estaUishment, 

Haying  acquired  immense  riches  from  the  devout  li* 

befality  of  the  opulent,  they  sank  into  luxury,  intern* 

porance,  and  sloth,  abandoned  themselves  to  all  sorts  of 

vices,  extended  their  eeal  and  attention  to  worldly  nU 

fairs,  insinuated  themselves  into  the  cabinets  of  princes, 

took  part  in  political  cabals  and  court  factions,  made  a 

^ast  augmentation  of  superstitious  rites  and  ceremonies 

in  their  order,    to  blind  the   multitude  and   supply 

ihe  place  of  their  expiring  virtue;  and,  among  other 

meritorious  enterprizes,  laboured  most  ardently  to  swell 

the  arrogance,  by  enlarging  the  power  and  authority,  of 

ihe  Roman  pontlf.     The  good  Benedict  never  dreamt 

that  the  great  purposes  of  his  institution  were  to  be  thus 

perverted,  much  less  did  he  give  any  encouragement  or 

.permission  to  such  flagrant  abuses.     His  rule  of  disci- 

:pline  was  neither  favourable  to  luxury  nor  ambition; 

-and  it  is  still  cdebraled  on  account  of  its  excellence^ 

though  it  has  not  been  observed  for  many  years.*' 

The  same  writer  observes,  that  this  order  made  a  most 
lapid  progress  in  these  west^n  parts,  and  in  a  short  time 
arrived  at  the  most  ficmrishing  state.  <<In  Gout  its  inter- 
ests were  promoted  by  Maurus  ;  in  Sicilj^  and  Sardinia 
by  PuLCinus;  in  Italy^  &c.  by  Gbeqosly  the  qsleati 
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irndin  England,  by  Augustin  and  Mellitus/'  Its 
sudden  and  amazing  progress  was  ascribed  by  the  Bene- 
dictins  to  the  wisdom  and  sanctity  of  their  discipline]^ 
and  to  the  miracles  which  were  worked  by  their  foundec 
and  his  followers.  But  a  more  attentive  view  of  things, 
will  convince  the  impartial  observer,  that  the  protecticm 
of  the  Roman  pontifs,  to  the  advancement  of  who^ 
grandeur  and  authority  the  Benedictins  were  most  servile* 
\y  devoted,  contributed  much  more  to  the  lustre  and  in- 
fluence of  their  order,  than  any  other  circumstance,  nay, 
than  all  other  considerations  united  together/*  In  the 
ninth  century  the  credit  and  power  of  those  of  this  ordec 
became  so  great  and  predominant  as  actually  to  absorb 
aU  the  other  rcUgious  societies,  and  hold  unrivalled  tho 
reins  of  monastic  empire*  But  by  that  time,  and  there* 
fore  long  before  their  settlement  at  Lynn,  ihey  had 
departed  from  their  original  simplicity  and  were  become 
a  degenerate  and  corrupt  order.  Consequently  it  is  not 
very  likely  that  its  establishment  here  could  be  of  any 
very  substantial  or  important  advantageto  our  ancestors. 


J^ 


Section  ll..4^couniofihe  convent  oftheCarmeff 
Carmeliies,  or  White  Friars j  in  South  Lynn,  with  a 
sketch  of  that  religious  order. 

This  House  sl^ood  close  to  the  river  Lenn  qx  Nar,  in 
the  field  now  called  the  friars.  All  tlie  remains  of  it 
have  long  dissappeared,  except  the  Gateway  or  Gate- 
bouse^  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  principal 
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tatrancc  into  the  place.  It  is  said  to  be  founded  abonl 
13^,  by  the  lord  Bardolph  of  that  time;  though  others 
say  (hat  the  founder  was  Thomas  de  Feltsham,  but  that 
the  lord  Bardolph,  the  lord  Scales,  and  Sir  John  Wig* 
enhale  were  also  considerable  benefactors  to  it.  William 
le  Bfcton  was  also  among  its  benefactors  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  having  endowed  it  with  lands  in  South  Lynn, 
Burgh  Green,  Dillingham  and  other  places,  in  Norfolk 
and  Cambridgeshire.  William  lord  Kandolph,  who 
died  in  the  dth.  of  Richard  11.  was  buried  here.  In 
the  12th.  of  the  same  reign  these  monks  bad  a  patent 
for  the  rent  of  ten  quarters  offrumcntiy  and  ten  quarters 
of  barley,  to  receive  them  annually  of  the  manor  <^  Stow 
Bardolph,  granted  by  John  lord  Bardolph. <^ April  IStfa. 
2379,  Sir  Uamon  Felton,  of  Litcham  willed  his  body  to 
be  buried  in  the  church  of  the  Cannes,  at  Lynn.  The 
noble  family  of  Hastings  also  appear  to  have  been  great* 
benefactors  to  this  house.— From  all  these  circumstances 
it  may  be  very  plainly  seen,  that  this  convent  was  a 
place  of  considerable  note[and  reputation,  and  that,  pro* 
Imbly,  for  many  ages.  But  nothii^  could  save  it  from 
that  dissolution  which  all  such  places  experiaiced  in 
the  memorable  reign  of  Henry  VIIL— -The  site  of  it  was 
then  purchased  by  John  Eyre  Esq.  who  was  one  of 
that  king^s  auditors  or  receivers;  and!  he  conveyed  it  io 
a  priest,  from  whom  the  corporation  purchased  it,  who 
have  been  in  possession  of  it  ever  since.  How  long  af« 
ter  that  it  was  suffered  \o  stand  does  not  appear.  The 
Steeple  was  probably  that  part  of  it  which  stood  the  Ion* 
gest,  except  the  Gatehoq^e  above-mentioned.  The  said 
Stseple  appears  to  have  stood  near  a  100  years  afler  the 
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dissoluiion:  it  fell,  as  we  are  (old,  for  want  of  due  re- 
pair, on  the  9th.  of  April  1631,  after  baying  stood  up* 
wards  of  360  years.  Where  this  lofty  steeple  and  (he 
great  church  and  conrent  of  the  Carmelites  stood  for  so 
many  ages,  not  a  stone  is  now  left  upon  another.  A 
pbin  field  or  pasture  is  all  that  is  now  io  be  seen;  just 
as  if  such  an  exteaslve  edifice  had  never  existed  or  stood 
there.  The  case  is  much  the  same  with  the  other  Lynn 
monasteries,  except  that  of  the  Grey  Friars,  whose  steeple 
still  remains,  owing  to  more  attention  being  paid  to  the 
keeping  of  it  in  repair. 

The  Carmelites,  together  with  the  Franciscans,  Domi- 
nicans, and  Augustinians,  constituted  the  four  famous 
orders  of  Mendicants :  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  they  all  established  themselves  at  Lynn,  and  had 
the  whole  town,  in  a  manner,  divided  among  themselves^ 
which  seems  not  to  have  been  unusual  with  them.  ^«« 

3  p 

^  *'Af  the  pontiff,  («yt  Mothelm)  •Ilowed  thaia  (bur  Mendktnt 
orders  the  llbertf  of  travelling  whereTer  they  thought  proper,  of  coa« 
versing  with  perionsofall  ranks,  of  instructing  the  youth  and  the  mul- 
titude wherever  they  went;  and,  9ft  these  monks  exhibited*  in  their 
outward  appearance  and  manner  of  life,  more  striking  marks  of  gravity 
and  holiness  than  were  observable  in  the  other  monastic  societies,  they 
arose  all  at  once  to  the  very  summit  of  Ame,  and  were  regarded  with 
the  utmost  esteem  and  veneration  throughout  all  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope. The  enthusiastic  attachment  to  these  sanctimonious  beggars 
went  so  (ar,  that,  as  we  learn  from  the  most  authentic  records,  several 
cities  were  divided,  or  cjntoned  out,  into  four  parts,  with  a  view  to 
these  four  orders}  the  first  part  was  assigned  to  the  Dominicans;  the 
second  to  the  Franciscans^  the  third  to  the  Carmelites^  and  the  fourth 
to  the  Augustinians.  The  people  were  unwilling  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ments from  any  other  hands  than  those  of  the  Mendicants,  to  whose 
churches  they  crowded  to  perform  their  devotion,  while  living,  and 
were  extremely  desirout  to  deposlte  there  also  thiiir  remains  after  dearh^ 
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OftbepresQit  order,  that  of  the  Cannes,  or  Carmelites, 
Ihe  following  account  vrill  give  the  reader,  it  is  presumed 
a  sufficiently  correct  idea.  ^^Aboot  the  middle  of  this 
century  (the  12th.)  a  certain  Calabrian,  whose  name  wa^ 
Bertholdy  set  out  with  a  few  companions  for  mount  Car* 
mel,  and  there,  upon  the  very  spot  where  the  prophet 
Jbilias  is  said  to  have  disappeared,  b«ilt  an  humble  cot- 
tage with  an  a^jooning  chi4pel,  in  which  he  led  a  life 
of  solitude,  austerity,  and  lalxMir.  This  little  colony 
subsisted,  and  the  places  of  those  that  died  were  more 
than  iilled  by  new  comers ;  so  that  it  was  at  length  erect- 
ed into  a  monastic  community  by  Albert^  patriarch  of 
Jerusalem.  This  austere  prelate  drew  up  a  rule  of  dis- 
cipline for  the  new  monks,  which  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  the  authority  of  the  Roman  pontiffs,  who  mo* 
dified  and  altered  it  in  several  respects,  and  among  other 
corrections  mitigated  its  excessive  rigour  and  severity. 
Sucli  was  the  origin  of  the  famous  Order  of  Carmdilesy 
or,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  of  the  Order  of  our 
liody  of  mowU  Carmdy  which  was  aflerwards  trans- 
plantedlrom  Syria  into  Europe^  and  obtained  the  prin- 

all  which  occasioned  grierous  complaints  among  the  ordinary  priesti:, 
to  whom  the  care  of  souls  was  committed,  and  who  considered  them- 
selves  as  the  spiritual  guides  of  the  multitude  .**  [These  Medicants 
were  evidently  the  Methodists  and  Evangelical  Clergy  of  those  days» 
and  might,  for  aught  we  know,  merit  the  popularity  which  they  had 
acquired  as  much  to  the  full  as  their  successors  of  the  present  day  .J 
«Nor  did  the  Influence  and  credit  of  the  Mendicants  end  here;  for  we 
find  that  they  were  employed,  not  only  in  spiritual  matters,  but  also 
in  temporal  and  political  affairs  of  the  greatest  consequence,  in  com- 
posing the  differences  of  princes,  concluding  treaties  of  peace,  concert- 
ing alliances,  presiding  in  cabinet  councils,  governing  courts,  levy- 
ing taxes,  and  other  occupations,  not  only  remote  from,  but  absolute- 
ly inconsistent  with^  tjie  monastic  character  and  professioa.**  Mosh* 
£.  a  iii.  59. 
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oipal  rank  among  the  medicant  or  begging  orders.  It 
is  true  the  Cannelites  reject,  with  the  highest  indigna- 
tion, an  origin  so  recent  and  obscure,  and  affirm  to  this 
i^ery  day,  that  the  prophet  Elias  was  the  founder  of 
their  ancient  community.  Very  few,  however,  have 
been  engaged  to  adopt  this  fabulous  and  chimerical  ac« 
oount  of  their  establishment,  except  the  members  of  the 
order,  and  many  Homan  Catholic  writers  have  treated 
their  pretensaons  to  such  a  remote  antiquity  with  the  ut- 
most contempt." 

^^Soaroeiy,  indeed,  (says  Maclaine)  can  any  thing  be  ^ 
more  ridiculous  than  the  circumstantial  narrations  of 
tbe  occasion,  origin,  founder,  and  revolutions  of  this 
famous  order,  which  we  find  in  several  ecclesiastical  au- 
thors. They  tell  us,  that  £6W  was  introduced  into  the^ 
state  of  monachism  by  the  ministry  of  angels;  that  his 
first  disciples  were  Jonahy  Micahj  and  also  Obadiahj 
whose  wife,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  an  importunate  crowd 
of  lovers,  who  fluttered  about  her  at  the  court  of  Achab 
after  Uie  departure  of  her  husband,  bound  herself  by  a 
vow  of  chastity,  received  the  veil  by  the  hand  of  father 
Elias,  and  thus  became  the  first  abbess  of  the  Carme« 
lite  order.  They  enter  into  a  vast  detail  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances that  relate  to  the  rules  of  discipline,  which 
were  drawn  up  for  this  qommunity,  the  habit  which 
distinguished  its  members,  and  the  various  alterations 
which  were  introduced  into  their  rule  of  discipline  In 
process  of  time.  They  observe,  that  among  other  marks 
which  were  used  to  distinguish  the  Carmelites  from  tbQ 

3  P  2 
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seculani,  the  tonsure  was  one;  that  tibis  mark  of  dis^ 
finction  exposedthem,  indeed  to  the  mppkeries  of  a  pio- 
£ufte  maltitode;  and  that  lbs  furnisher  the  trae  expli(»^? 
tipn  of  the  tenn  bald^head^  which  the  children  addres« 
ped,  by  way  of  reproach,  to  EHshahf  as  he  was  op  his 
way  to  Carmd.  (2\dBg&  ii.  23.)  They  tell  us,  mcHe* 
over,  tLat  even  Pytkageras  was  a  mcndi)er  of  this  an- 
cient qrder;  tha|  he  dfew  all  his  wisdom  from  mpunt 
Carmeij  and  had  sevaral  oonva^sations  with  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  at  Babj/lon^  upon  the  subject  of  the  Tiini^ 
ty  •  Nay  they  go  still  further  into  the  region  of  faUe, 
and  assert,  that  the  Yirgin  Mary  9S^  Jesus  himself  as? 
suroed  the  habit  and  professuui  of  Carmelites  s  and  they 
load  thb  fiction  with  a  heap  of  absurd  (urcnmstancei^ 
whidi  it  is  impossible  to  read  without  the  highest  asto« 
nishment.  *  The  Cannelites  cam^  intp  fkigland  in  1940, 
and  appear  to  hav^  ob(aine4  an  estahjifihroeiit  at  Lym 
pot  a  very  long  while  after.  What  sort  of  mpa  th^ 
werei  ^e  ^reader  can  npw  $E>n9  nome  idea. 


Sectiov  III.  Account  of  fhe  copttent  of  the  Grejf 
firiarsy  Friars  Minors^  or  Franciscansy  in  FUUer^s 
fioWy  now  St.  Jameses  Street^  witfi  a  sketch  of  tkaf  re* 
Ugious  order. 

This  Convent  is  said  to  haye  been  founded  aibont 

*  Se&Meeheim  E.  H.  ii.  4\f^  ^C^L^  uinot^bink  olreproad^- 
ing  ihtpafuts  for  the  absurdities  of  their  Carmelites:— Our  oytnl^roUJi- 
ait  Order  ot/ret-mmom  can  ^ny  ^j  match  them  in  tEe  ridiculous  ex- 
trafagance  ^  their  pretehtioiis  to  high  miitk|uity»  nr  empCfand  pomr 
pous  boasts  of  a  trery  remote  and  dignified  origin.  Nor  were  the  Canner 
lites  perhaps  ia  any  tie^  (ei^  res^t|bl^  th^a  fhe  said  protesfant  ordef. 
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|964]  •  and  the  founder's  name,  according  to  farkin, 
iwras  Thomas  Fdtham,  or  de  Fofsham,  t  the  very  same 
person,  probably,  he  mentions  as  one  of  the  reputed 
founders  of  the  Carmelite  Convent,  though  the  name  is 
somewhat  difierently  spelt.  Parkin  sajrs,  tliat  the  Grey 
Friars  settled  here  aboot  the  52d.  of  Henry  HI,  (adate^ 
hy  the  bye,  somewhat  later  than  that  given  al)ove,)  ^<and 
Ibuilt  this  convent  near  Synolif 's  ^eet,  on  which  the  mill 
formerly  called  Swagg's  mill^  afterwards  the  con^mon 
rain,  or  town  miill,  stands, '*  Tftat  mill,  however,  has 
iongagp  ceased  to  stand  there,  fliough  the  memory  of  it 
is  still  preserved  m  tljle  nipn^  of  the  adjoining  lane^ 
*hich  is  ytet  caUed  mitt  tdne.  In  1987,  (as  the  same 
mltcr  feftrms  us)  on  Monday  August  7,  in  the  court  at 
liton,  Adam  de  St.  Omet  being  then  mayor,  and  Jlich* 
M  de  Walsinghara,  steward,  Richard  Sefull  gave  by 
dew?  I9d.  rent  per  anh.  which  his  ancestors  used  to  |w. 
^ive  out  of  a  certain  area  by  the  church-yard  of  Bajnt 
James's  to  the  west,  which  the  said  Adam  de  St.  Omcr 
ptochased  of  Adam  Silvester,  for  the  enlaf^iiig  of  tie 
«rea,  wliere  the  Priars  Minors  now  inhajjii.'*  He  also 
says,  that  BemaVd  le  Estree,  within  the  same  year^ 
p^ithased  of  William  deLindesey,  ipi  St.  James's  Street, 
a  certain  arci,  aiid  g;aVe  it  to  enjj^rge  tbe  friars  minors^ 
area.  In  thte  7th.  oifEdward  it*,  as  ^e  are  further  told, 
tllew  ftfairs  had  ^  patent  for  bringing  the  wafer  to  their 
Ifeiise  frohi  asi3rln^  in  North  Runctoh,  called  iuken^ 
wfiH,  IhtheSSth.  of  Edward  III,  they  had  a  patent 
131- two  meisUagei  fo  enlarge  theii-  manse.  From  the 
«?ibfe  Witfcrwfeaiso, learn,  that  Kicliard Peyerel,  Es^. 

♦  ^^ut.  of  £051.  Tol.  2L        t  fttrkitt  lUX. 
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of  Tilne79  by  will,  dated  March  15,  1423,  bequeaths 
hb  body  to  be  buried  iif  the  church  of  the  friars  minors 
of  Lynn  Bishop,  appoints  Mr.  John  Spencer,  vicar  of 
Tilney,  his  executor — proved  May  15,  1424. — ^The 
said  testator  also  left  a  horse  of  10/.  value  to  the  duke  of 
Exeter,  U>  be  supervisor  of  his  will,  of  whom  he  held 
lands.  This  is  the  chief  of  what  Parkin  relates  of  the 
Lynn  Grey  Friars  and  their  convent;  except  that  the 
bouse  was  surrendered  by  the  Warden  and  nine  brethren 
Oct.  1,  1539,  the  30th  of  Henry  VIIL— It  is  some- 
what  remarkable  that  the  steeple  or  tower  of  this  edifice, 
or  of  tlie church  of  the  Grey  Friars,  though  apparently 
but  of  slight  construction,  has  sur\iv«d  all  the  rest,  and 
is  still  standing :  and  it  may,  possibly,  with  proper  at- 
tention, stand  yet  many  years.  The  Dominicans,  and 
Augustiniaiis  had  probably  their  towers  also,  as  well  at 
the  Carmelites^  but  they  have  all  long  ago  disappeared. 

Of  this  famous  order  of  mendicants  it  will  not  be  easy, 
perhaps,  to  give  the  reader  a  better  idea  than  by  laying 
before  him  the  following  outline  of  the  history  and  cha- 
racter of  its  founder,  conunonly  called  saint  Francis. 
This  distingubhed  personage  appeared  a  short  time  be* 
fore  hisequally  distinguiabed  contempcmury  St.  Dominic. 
He  was  born  in  1189,  at  Assisi,  in  Umbria.  In  hia 
youth  he  is  said  to  have  been  of  a  debauched  and  dis- 
solute character,  but  at  25,  after  his  recovery  from  a 
severe  fit  ot  illness,  occasioned  by  his  licentious  course 
of  life,  he  became  so  wholly  religious,  and  so  unfit  for 
any  other  business,  that  his  father  threatened  to  disinhe<* 
1^  him;  to  which  he  was  so  far  from  having  any  objec« 
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tfon  tfiat,  in  presence  of  tbe  bishop  of  Assist,  he  solemn* 
\y  disclaimed  all  expectation  from  him,  and  declared 
that  from  that  time  he  woald  acknowledge  only  his^- 
ther  in  heaven.  He  is  said  to  have  then  devoted  hinraeif 
to  works  of  charity  of  the  most  humiliating  .kind:  and 
being  one  day  at  church,  hearing  liiass,  he  was  so  forciw 
bly  struck  with  those  wcnrds^  Matt.  x.  9.  Provide  nei^ 
ther  gold^  nor  sihety  nor  brass  in  your  pursesy  nor 
scrip  for  your  joumej^y  neither  two  coaisy  neither  shoesy' 
nor  yet  states y  for  the  workman  is  voorthy  of  his  meat; 
that  he  cried  out  '^This  is  what  I  seek !"  and  immediate- 
ly  threw  away  hii^  shoes,  staff,  wallet,  and  ail  his  mo*-- 
ney,  and  kept  only  one  coat.  He  also  laid  aside  his 
girdle,  which  was  of  leather,  and  made  use  ofa  piece  of 
rope  in  its  stead.  From  this  time,  in  imitation  of  the 
apostles,  he  began  to  exhort  other  persons  to  repent; 
and  be  did  it  in  a  very  forcible  manner,  and  with  won* 
derful  success,  always  beginning  hb  discourse  with  say- 
ing "God  give  you  peace.'* — When  he  had  got  three 
disciples,  they  dispersed,  to  preach  in  diflferent  places. 
Some  received  them  with  great  humanity,  looking  with 
astonishment  on  their  extraordinary  dress  and  great  aus- 
terities, while  others  made  a  mock  of  them  and  abused 
them :  this  however  they  bore  very  patiently. 

When  he  had  seven  disciples,  he  exhorted  them  to  go  ' 
to  different  countries,  preaching  repentance,  without  re*  ' 
garding any  treatment  they  might  meet  with ;  assuring' 
them  that  in  a  short  time  many  learned  and  noUe  would  * 
join  them,  and  they  would  preach  to  kings  and  princes,  * 
m  well  as  to  the  common  people.     When  he  k^d  eleven  • 
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diiciplei)  one  of  whom  was  a  priest,  be  wiote  out  a  rale 
f9f  them»  taken  wholly  opt  of  the  Goipds,  and  preieiifect 
it  to  pope  liinoK^i^t  III^  who,  afler  making  some  objeo 
tioa,  approved  of  it,  in  1210^— Having  obtained  tbiscon« 
ivmation  of  his  institute,  Frands  went  with  IS  disci- 
pki  and  established  hin^lf  in  a  church  which  he  had 
lepaured  at  Pootremoli,  and  this  was  the  first  house  of 
ki9  osder,  which;  byway  of  humility,  he  called  that 
of  the  minor  brethren,  fraies  mutoresy  in  French  feret^ 
in  £])glish  by  corruption /rtar^,  as  the  Dominicans  had 
at  the  same  tiine  assumed  the  name  of  preaching  bro^ 
thersy  or  firiais.— From  this  [dace  they  went  forth  preach- 
Vpg  in  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  not  with 
studied  harai^es,  (but  like  the  metbodists  of  our  time) 
in  a  manner  that  made  uiv^mnum  impression  upon  the 
beacers,  as  they  had  the  appearance  of  men  of  another 
world,  having  their  &ces  always  turned  towards  those 
regions  whither  they  were  continually  directing  their 
audience. -*-^n  ISl  1  they  founded  several  convents, 
the  most  considerable  of  which  were  those  cm  Cottona, 
Pisa,  and  Bologna ;  and  Francis  himself  havil^  preach- 
ed through  all  Tmcanjfy  r^med  to  Assisi,  in  knt,  1212. 

In  such  veneration  was  be  held  at  this  time,  tha^ 
when  he  went  into  any  city,  they  rung  the  bells',  and  the 
clergy  and  people  went  to  meet  him,  bearing  brandies 
.  of  trees,  and  singing)  thinking  themsd^  ha| 
could  kiss  his  hands  or  feet.  That  lent  he  preach^ 
nlUive  place,  where  be  had  numy  coavertS|  and 
them  St.  Oairey  a  yBong  woman  of  a  ndUe  1 
who  by  his  direction^  tboMgh  only  at  the  fige  of  < 
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abandoned  the  world,  and  notwithstanding  the  remon* 
strances  of  her  relations,  fixed  herself  in  a  monastery, 
first  at  St.  Ange  de  Pansa,  where  she  was  joined  bj  her 
sister  Agnes^  and  then  at  St.  Damien  of  the  order  of  the 
Benedictines,  whieh  was  the  first  church  St.  Francis 
had  repaired.  Here  she  continued  43  years,  many  dis- 
ciples  joining  her;  and  thus  was  formed  the  order  of 
poor  womeuy  or  that  of  St.  Claire^  being  the  second 
order  of  Franciscans. 

About  1216,  he  gave  instructions  for  his  disciples  to 
go  in  pair^,  as  the .  Apostles  had  done.  Thus  they  went 
into  Spain,  Provence,  and  Obrmany,  into  which  coun- 
try he  sent  no  less  than  60  brothers. — So  rapidly  did  the 
order  now  increase,  that  at  a  chapter  general  held  in 
I9I9,  when  Dominic  was  present,  tliere  appeared  to  be 
not  lesthan  5000  in  it;  though  they  had  not  been  esta- 
blished more  than  9  or  10  years.— In  June,  1219,  pope 
Houorious  III  issued  a  bull,  addressed  to  all  bishops,  re- 
conmiending  the  Franciscans  as  apostolical  men. — Many 
women,  now  converted  by  his  preachers,  formed  them- 
selves into  monasteries,  but  he  refosed  to  take  charge  of 
any  of  them,  except  thatx)f  St.  Claire. 

After  this  he  sent  his  chief  discipks  into  distant  conn* 
tries  with  a  Bomber  <^  companions,  taking  tor  himself 
and  IS  others  the  mission  of  Syria  and  Egjfpt.  They 
went  forth  in  the  spirit  of  confessors  and  martyrs;  for 
when  mea expose  themselves  to  almost  certain  deaths 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  their  being  in  earnest.  Two 
going  to  Africa  endeavoured  to  go  into  a  mosque ;  aud 
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preaching  in  the  streets,  and  pulling  Uiemselres  in  (titf 
vay  of  thfe  king,  he  first  ordered  them  to  be  confined  ; 
but  ad  they  continued  their  importunity,  he  was  so  en- 
raged, that  he  struck  oiT  their  heads  with  his  own  hands^ 
while  they  suffered  wltli  great  resignation.  Francis 
himseif  went  to  Egypt,  during  the  sifge  of  Damieta,ana 
getting  access  to  the  Sultan,  he  offered  to  go  into  the 
fire  ih  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  religion*  Bnt  the  Sultan^ 
^ho  heard  him  with  great  patience^  did  not  choose  tx$ 
put  him  to  tbciest,  but  admiring  his  courage,  dismissed 
liim  with  mttcli  good  humour,  desiring  him  to  praj  ia 
God,  that  be  would  shew  him  what  religion  was  most 
agreeable  to  him.  In  1321^  sevea  went  to  Ceutato 
preach  to  the  Moors;  but  tlicy  were  soon  fqpprehendedj 
and  not  yielding  to  the  command  of  the  king  to  torn  Ma« 
bometaosi  they  were  all  beheaded.  ^ 

In  the  Rule  of  tlie  F^raaciscans,  which  was  fully  con- 
firmed in  1213,  by  Pope  Nicholas  III^  besides  engag* 
ing  io  live  in  obedience  to  their  superior,  in  [chastity, 
and  without  property,  t!hey  also  vowed  obedience  to  the 
-  pope  and  his  successors.  These  orders  of  mendicants, 
particularly  this  and  (hat  of  Sl«  Dominic,  were  of  much 
greater  usie  in  rapport  of  the  papri^hi^norcky,  and  com- 
bating heieticB  than  «li  the  oidem  of  ilnMks  litod  ever 
been.    Such  was  the  rnrndb^  of  pesions  in  flds  penodi 

•  The  vcfy  extraordinary  zeal  and  esfhusiasm  exhibited  by  these 
missibiMiry  labourers,  winch  am6unt  coaproofoftteirBliicerity^iirail 
have  eminently  fitted  them  for  stich  hazardous  services^  and  desperate 
undertakings  as  those  above  described.  Between  those  adventures  ol* 
the  FrdHciscans  and  some  that  6<feur  in  Ae  early  hktcwyoTtiwt  truly  re- 
specuble  protesUnt  religious  order,  or  party »  commooly  caUed  ^miksrf^ 
there  appears  a  very  strong  and  stiikin|  restmbUiKfu 
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llii^ectid  totheseeof  JRcme,  that  it  is  Tcry  doubtful 
tvbetbcr  without  thiiseasoD^ble  assistance  it  could  ha?e 
been  supported  at  all.  In  this  view  we  cannot  contem* 
|)Iate  their  lal)o^rs  without  regret:  byt  even  here  thoy 
may  not  hi^ye  been  vaoj^e  b)a^eab1e  th(Mi  some  of  our 
present  religious  orflers,  ^iho,  tliough  seemingly  well 
ipeaning  people,  j^re  ever  ready  to  defend,  or  f^  least  tp 
piake  e](cuses  for  ^bnost  every  q;>ecies  of  CKirruption* 

St.  Francis  pretended,  or,  at  least,  his  adherents  did 
60,  that  the  particulars  of  his  rule  had  been  dictated  to 
him  by  God  himself.  It  is  also  said  of  him  that  retiring 
to  Mount  Alverne  on  the  borders  of  Tuscany,  in  1924, 
to  pass  the  Easter,  he  saw  in  a  vision  the  appearance  of 
Christ  on  the  cross,  descending  from  heaven ;  and  when 
he  awoke  he  found  all  the  marks  of  crucifixion  on  hb 
own  body.  Such  tales  were  doubtless  invented  to  mag- 
nify his  name  and  promote  Die  credit  of  the  order.  They 

'  might  answer  then,  and  still  in  some  places;  but  they 
are  not  here  introduced  as  worthy  of  belief.     The  Fran* 

'  cisoans  came  into  England  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IH, 
and  in  that  same  reign  established  themselves  hi  this  town: 
but  thehr  first  establishment  in  England  is  said  to  have 
been  at  Canterbury^  Of  the  probable  effects  of  tlieir 
inaking  Lynn  one  of  their  head  quarters,  or  places  of 
iresidcnce^  the  reader  must  now  form  his  own  opinion.  * 
3^  2 


•  SetMwhelm'jEccl.  UUt  lu.  50.  Al*o  MtuUey's  a.  2^\  Xo. 
^wlMttcttlM  Al»aT«  account  is  diMAj  cxUacud. 
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Section  IV.  Account  of  the  eoncent  of  the  Black 
Friarsy  Preaching  Friars^  or  Dominicans^  in  Claugk 
Ijone^  with  a  Sketch  of  that  famous  order. 

Of  this  convent,  (once  perhaps  inferior  to  none  of  the 
rest,  if  indeed  it  did  not  exceed  them  all,  both  in  size  and 
magnificence,)  nothing  is  now  to  be  seen*  but  some  old 
uralls^  whose  thickness  and  mass^  appearance  seem  to 
indicate  that  the^  once  sustained  a  large  and  sumptuous 
fabric.  It  was  foiinded,  as  Parkin  s^s,  b^  Thomas 
Gednej,  who  was  then,  no  doubt,  agreataod  leading 
character  in  these  parts.  The  aboye  author  doqs  noC 
seem  to  know  the  cxbj^  time  when  this  convent  was 
built,  but  it  must  have  been  sometime  previous  to  1272, 
for  he  assures  qs  that  these  friars  were  then  here.  Indeed 
he  says  also,  that  thej  settled  here  about  the  time  the 
Gtey  Friars  did,  as  appears  fr^nn  a  writ,  Ad  fjwd  dam^ 
numy  for  a  fountain  or  spring  granted  them  in  Middle* 
ton,  by  William,  lord  Bardolph,  called  BtokeweQ, 
and  a  certain  aqueduct  coming  from  that  spring  to  their 
convent  at  Lynn;  (for  which  he  refers  to  JS^cA.  m  7W« 
TiLond.  A?  21,  Edw.  I.  N?  71.)  We  may  ihCTefi«c 
fairly  conclude,  that  this  conyent  wasb^iilt  almo^  if  qot 
ritogctjier  2i&  early  as  that  of  the  Grey  Friars, 

The  following  is  the  chief  of  what  that  writer  has  fur« 
ther  said^  relating  to  this  convent. -—^^Thomas  Thorn* 
don  aliened  to  these  friars  preachers  i^  pie<:e  of  land  18 
feet  long  and  SI  broad,  in  Lenn  fipiscopi,  in  the  3d.  of 
lidw.  Ill,  In  the  same  year  these  friars  had  a  patent 
to  enlarge  their  bouse  here,-r-Simon  Parche,  aUa^  Tyler, 
of  Watlyngton,  Norfolk,  wills,  in  1442,  to  be  buried 
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in  the  chancel  of  the  friars  preachers,  or  black  friars,  of 
Lyn,  and  gives  to  the  fabrick,  de  la  stalles  in  the  said 
chancel,  to  be  now  made,  16/.  Reg.  Doke,  Norw.— 
The  chapel  of  St.  Catherine,  in  the  church  of  the  friars 
preachers,  mentioned  in  1497.  Reg.  Sayve.  Norw.— 
The  image  of  oar  Lady  in  the  body  of  the  church."  * 
Of  this  convent,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Carmelites,  we 
ore  also  told  that  an  anchorage  belonged  to  it :.  by  whick 
we  are  probably  to  understand,  a  place  in  the  harbour 
for  mooring  ships,  or  a  certain  duty,  payable  by  the 
ships  there  moored  to  the  said  convetits.  The  ground 
in  all  ports  and  harbours  being  considered  as  the  king*8| 
this  anchorage  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  a  grant 
^om  the  crown  to  those  two  orders  of  friars  at  Lynn. 

The  same  writer  further  informs  us  that  this  convent 
of  Dominicans  was  surrendered  by  the  prior  and  eleven 
tirethTen  on  the  SOth.  of  Sept.  1539,  SOth  of  Heniy 
yill.  Its  site,  as  we  further  learn,  was  granted,  about 
six  years  after,  to  John  £yre  Esq.  with  land  there  in  the 
tenure  of  John  Kempe.  This  John  Ayre,  (o\ur  author 
fidds)  on  the  dissolution  had  37  messuages,  9  gardens^ 
in  thp  tepure  of  divers  persons,  given  him  by  the  said 
king  in  his  S6th.  year,  and  messuages  and  tenements 
filled  Bishops  Stath,  and  an  house  called  the  Steward's 
Hall,  with  other  messuages  and  lands  here,  belonging  to 
the  see  of  Norwich,     The  site  of  this  convent  the  said 

John  £yre  conveyed  to  a  priest,  from  whom  it  came  to 

« 

*  Thera  were  then  probably  teverml  images  of  the  tirgin  in  this  town^ 
All  much  resorted  to;  but  that  in  hm  chapel  on  the  movmt|  and  ^s, 
ttifhft  be  the  chief  of  them. 
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Thomas  Watersi  of  «  «  r  ,  who  had  Edward  Waien^ 
Ip4  a  daughter  married  to  George  Baker.  The  said 
£dwfir(l*s  son  ill  law,  Sir  John  Bolls,  of  jSoampton,  19 
Lin^oliifihirei  Bt.  sold  it  to  oneKilUngtreei  since  which 
iitpe  it  seeins  to  have  pfuspd  through  a  great  manj  hands. 
Thespiid  siti;  9t  present  is  thqiight  to  be  partly  the  property 
pf  the  ^orporatioQi  and  partly  that  of  the  Carey  fitunily, 
^imi/L  the  garden  of  the  phief  inan^ion  pf  th^t  fiunily 
ire  seyend  s^att^r^  rcmfiins  of  this  ancient  edifice,  ^^^e 
#1ViU  aei^t  ende^yomr  to  a(M)uai|it  the  reader  with  thp. 
pliaracter  of  ttui^  religious  order,  or  fraternity  for  whose 
use  this  ippnvept  wfis  prigifially  erected,  aii4  in  whoae 
pp«HP»tipn  ^  ny^r  9^  ^ptiqued^ 

The  Dominicans,  although  their  settlement  at  Lynn 
tras  not  antefw  to  that  of  t|ie  Franciscans,  yet  they  ap« 
jpear  tp  have  found  th^ir  way  to  England  a  good  many 
years  before  then);  for  we  are  told,  that  Dominic,  just 
\>ebTe  bis  death,  sent  Gilbert  de  Fresney^  with  twelve  of 
t}}e  brethren  into  England,  where  they  founded  their 
first  monastery  at  Oi^fprd  in  1221,  and  soon  after  amithef 
fit  ^ondput  In  the  lattCF  place  they  became  in  time  so 
populfu*,  And  po  much  in  fayoiur  with  the  corporation, 
f hat,  in  1276,  the  mayoritnd  aldermen,  as  ^e  are  told, 
^ye  them  two  whole  streets  by  the  river  Thames,  'where 
they  erec(e4  a  yery  copimodious  convent,  whence  that 
place  is  stil)  called  piack'Friqr^j  for  so  tlicy  were  called 
in  thi^  country,  «  jjperhi^ps  from  the  colour  pf  the  habit« 

*  In  France  ^ey  were  called  facohim^  from  hatinf  obtained  the 
liouae  of  ^/.  Jmms^  at  Parii,  for  their  princlptl  cHvrch,  or  convent ;  the 
idefrticftl  place,  it  ig  tuppo^i  which  ga««  the  very  same  name  in  our 
^ime  to  A  9«r(ain  ordef  fijf  f  oUticianij  who  used  4o  h<dd  <Mr  aq^x^ 
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Tbey  were  also  called  Friars  preacherij  ttr  preaching 
friarsy  from  preocAtng' beingtfaeir  chief  object,  eihplof^ 
ployment,  or  profession;  and  Dondnicans^  frbitl  the 
liame  of  their  memorable  founder;  an  epitome,  orout* 
line  of  whose  history  and  character  tre  shall  hei^  8Ub« 
join.  It  wiU  enable  the  reader,  it  is  hoped,  or,  at  least, 
help  him  in  some  measure,  to  form  a  pretty  coirect  es« 
timate  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  these  predicant 
friars;  as  it  mky  be  very  confidently  and  safely  expected 
that  they  resembled  their  leader,  according  to  the  old 
adage  <<Like  master  like  man/' 

DoMTNtc,  commonly  called  Sahtt  Dominic,iheMher 
6f  the  Dominicans,  was  a  Spamard*  He  was  sumamed 
dc  Guzman^  being  descended  from  an  ancient  atid 
tioUe  fiimily  of  that  name.  Having  finbhed  his 
studies  at  P^tfencta,  he  was  made  canon,  and  afteiwarda 
torcfadeacon  of  OsiM  !n  Ca^tiUe,  and  Ihcfti  professor  of 
Theology  at  Pbcentia.  But  thiste  quitted  to  got» 
preach  after  (be  mamtet  of  Francis,  which  he  ^d  ki 
several  pints  xX  Spain,  giving  proof  iu  the  meandme 
of  great  charity  towardb  the  poor  and  afflicted.  Coming 
into  France  wKh  the  bishop  cfOsma,  he  greatly  dis« 
(higuished  himsdf  by  preaching  against  the  AlbigenstSf 
tod  them  he  formed  the  design  of  insitating  amorder  c^ 
preachers.  Ftdk  Ushop  of  Thoulouse  brought  him  to 
the  cotmdltyf  JLtfiferim,  hi  1SI5,  that  he  might  be  ex** 
cminedtyyAepope.  flisfaoHnessapprcrvingofthescheme 

thtfe^Mld  wko«etl»toh»ve  Ua  mvehftMsibltd  thei^  femet  an4  sm^ 
ed  nametakes  in  the  violeoce  and  f<;rociousnefS  of  iheir  tempers  aod^ 
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of  Dominic,  the  latter  consulted  wilk  his  followers,  when 
they  agreed  to  adopt  the  rules  of  St.  Austin^  but  with 
several  additions.  Thej  resolved  to  liave  no  estate  in  lands^ 
but  only  revenues*  They  "were  then  sixteen  in  number, 
9nd  the  bishopof  Thoulouse  gave  them  their  first  church  , 
that  of  St.  Romanus  in  that  city  ;  and  near  it  be  built 
cloisters,  \i\i\i  cells  over  them,  ivhere  they  might  study 
mnd  sleep.  Pope  Ilonorious  III.  confirmed  the  order 
in  IS  16,  exempting  them  from  paying  tithes  of  their 
possessions,  and  ordering  that  they  should  depend  up- 
on the  diocesan  for  episcopal  functions ;  and  the  prior 
to  be  chosenl>y  the  free  votes  of  the  brethren  :  so  that 
the  Dominicans,  at  their  first  institution,  were  not  beg* 
gas^  nor  exempt  from  episcopal  jurisdiction^  but  caa« 
ons  regular. 

Next  year  Dominic  sent  out  his  followers  in  pairs, 
after  choosing  a  superior,  to  whom  he  gave  the  title  of 
4Aboi ;  but  all  the  succeeding  ones  were  called  masters^ 
^ad  the  superiors  of  particular  houses  priors.  He  sent 
four  to  Spain,  four  to  France,  and  two  more  io  study 
there.  Hearing  of  the  death  of  that  ferocious  and 
bloody  crusader,  Sinu>u  de  Montfort,  at  the  siege  of 
Thoulottse,  Dominic  went  thither  to  comfort  the  brethren. 
Thence,  in  1218,  he  went  into  Spain,  and  founded  two 
monasteries,  one  at  Madrid^  and  the  othor  at  Segovia. 
Thence  he  went  to  Paris,  where  he  found  thirty  breth« 
ren:  thence  he  proceeded  to  Bologna,  where  Amanld, 
who  joined  him  at  Rome,  had  been  very  successful, 
and  had  formed  a  large  society.  '  Gcring  to  Parma, 
lie  there  met  St.  Francis,  of  whom  he  seemed  to  enter- 
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tain  a  very  high  opiniou)  when,  after  conferring  to- 
gether^ they  agreed  *not  to  accept  of  church  liyingst 
which  might  suggest  to  Dominic  the  idea  of  that  pro- 
fession of  poverty  which  he  afterwards  imposed  upon 

those  of  his  order.  * 

3  R 
♦  Dominic  now  proposed  to  un.te  the  two  orders,  but  Francis  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  keep  separate,  but  in  perfect  harmony ;  in  which 
he  was  probably  right,  as  they  would  lo  be  likely  to  act  with  the  greater 
energy  — For  some  ages  these  two  orders  are  said  to  have  goTcmedy 
with  an  almost  absolute  and  universal  sway,  both  state  and  church, 
filled  the  most  eminent  posts  ecclesiastical  and  ciYil.  taught  in  the  imi- 
versities  and  churches  with  an  authority,  before  which  aU  opposition 
was  silent,  and  maintained  the  pretended  majesty  and  prerogatives  of 
the  Roman  pontiffs  a^inst  kings,  prinoes,  bishops,  and  heretics,  with 
incredible  ardor  and  equal  success.  In  short,  they  were  before  the 
r«roiBation  what  the  Jesuits  have  been  since,  and  what  many,  who 
wear  the  mask  of  religion,  are  at  this  very  day,  even  in  pratestant  states. 
Much  as  Francis  and  Dominic  might  wish  their  two  orders  to  har- 
monixe.  and  powerfully  cooperate,  it  seems  they  did  not  always  do  so. 
There  were  occasionally  some  disagreements  and  disputes  between  them 
tbtm:  one  of  which  is  said  to  have  happened  in  1243.  The  Dom- 
inicans uisisted  "that  they  wore  a  more  decent  dress:**  to  which  the 
Franciscans  replied,  <<  We  have  for  the  lote  of  God  embraced  a  more 
austere  and  humble  life,  and  are  consequently  more  holy:*'  <<Yes** 
(r^oined  the  others)  "it  is  true  that  you  go  barefix>ted,  ill  dressed,  and 
girddd  with  a  rope;  but  you  are  not  forbidden,  as  we  are,  to  eat  Besh 
meat,  even  in  public,  and  to  make  good  cheer**  It  is  to  be  feared 

that  there  have  been  before  now,  even  between- our  own  protcstant 
sects,  in  this  enlightened  country,  disputes  about  points  no  less  unim* 
portant  and  frivolous.  Another  pointy  of  equal  moment  with  the 

former,  upon  which  these  two  rival  orders  disagreed,  and  which  occa- 
fioned  the  most  bitter  contention  between  them,  was  what  is  called 
tkt  hmmacmlait  concB^ion  of  tki  biets$4  virgin^  or  whether  she  wo/,  or  was 
not  born  in  original  sin.  The  Dominicans  took  the  affirmative,  and  the 
Franciscans  the  negative  side  in  this  curious  controversy.  It  was  car- 
ried on  with  tbe  utmost  rancour,  fbr  ages,  and  the  most  scandalous 
means  were  sometimes  resorted  to,  by  the  respective  combatants,  in 
order  to  obtain  an  advantage  over  their  opponents.  The  religious,  or 
rather  the  papal  world  was  long  divided  between  those  two  silly  opin  • 
ions,  and  what  is  worse,  they  were  kept  ina  state  of  continual  animosity, 
each  side  looking  upon  the  other  with  perfbct  hatred.  So  usefully  and 
commendably  did  these  holy  fKars  employ  their  time  and  their  talents^ 
and  such  benefactors  were  they  to  mankind  \ 
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in  I3S0  he  made  some  new  and  more  rigorous  regit* 
laiions  respecting  (be  nuns.  In  the  same  year  he  hdd 
ihe  ficst  chapter,  general  of  his  order  at  Bolo^a,  irheii 
it  yras  resolved  that  the  preachiDg  friars  should  profess 
perfect  poverti/j  and  make  that  the  fundamental  prin« 
ciple  of  their  order.  It  was  now  agreed  that  these  chap- 
ters should  be  held  every  year,  at  Par^  and  Bologna 
alternately.  At  the  second  chapter  general  at  Bolc^na* 
ciglit  provincials  were  chosen  to  superintend  the  preach- 
ers in  the  eight  provinces  of  Spain,  France  Lombatdy, 
Romagna,  Provence,  Germany,  Hungary  and  England. 
Presently  after  this,  August.  26.  1921,  Dominic  died 
in  the  5  J  st  year  of  his  age.  *  Lest  hb  order  should  be 
hurt  by  the  maxims  of  worldly  prudence,  he  forbad, 
under  the  curse  of  God  and  his  own,  the  introduction 
c(  temporal  possessions  into  the  order.  The  second 
year  after  his  death  he  was  canonized^  and  so  reached  the 
very  sununit  of  ecclesiastical  dignity  and  fame. 

These  preaching  friars^  as  we  are  told,  were  so  zealous 
at  the  first,  and  considered  preaching  as  so  essential  to 
their  institution,  that  they  were  not  satisfied  if  they  did 
not  exhort  some,  at  least  one  person,  every  day. 


*  It  U  even  said  that  he  dial  vitk  grtai  marks  ^f  fiety  :  if  so»  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  one  of  those  marks  was  that  of  repentance,  or  deep  coor 
trition  for  his  many  unworthy  deeds ;  for  it  is  certain  that  he  had  beea, 
in  no  small  degree,  a  Tiolent  man^  ^d  a  man  of  hlood.— He  was  the 
father  even  of  the  horrid  inquisition,  an  exciter  of  murderous  cm- 
^des  against  pretended  heretics,  and  a  prime  abettor  of  the  shocking 
barbarities  excercised  on  the  hapless  Albigenses.— — -If  he  really  repent* 
ed  of  these  execrable  misdeeds,  he  must  have  made  a  more  hopeful  exit 
than  the  renowned  reformer  of  Geofffi,  the  pcemeditated  murderer  oC 
Ser?eius  appears  to  have  done. 
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Kach  of  tbemf  curried  with  him  a  copy  of  the  gospd 
of  MaUhew,  and  of  the  seven  canonical  ^sttes,  ac» 
cording  to  the  express  order  of  Dominic :  but  that  could 
redound  to  the  credit  of  nettber  hhn  nor  tbem,  while 
they  lived  hn  open  vk>Iation  of  the  most  important  pre^ 
cepti  atid  the  very  spirit  of  those  sacred  writings.  Had 
they  made  them,  indeed,  the  ground  of  their  religion, 
and  the  rule  or  guide  of  their  Uves,  they  would  have 
been  a  blesshig  to  the  worM  in  their  day,  and  their 
memory  would  have  been  revered  by  all  good  men,  to 
the  ktest  posterity^.  But  they  preferred  their  own  rale 
tothat  of  the  New  Testatment,  and  the  persecuting  and 
iMrdeimis  ferocity  of  Dominic  to  the  forbearance  and 
aneekness  of  Cfarfct,  and  so  became  the  oppressors  inv 
alead  of  the  bbiwfiu^tors  of  tbeur  species.  Ill  sh<nrt  we 
kttow  not  of  any  material  benefit  which  the  former  if»- 
Inbitantsof  this  (own  derived  from  the  Clou^  Lane  coi»- 
vcnt,  *  or  the  incessant  labonrs  of  its  preaching  friarsu 
The  reader  however,  on  this  point,  a3  well  as  aUotber^ 
i  judge  for  himself. 


Seotton  V.  Account  of  the  Concent  of  the  Austin 
Friarsy  or  Hermits  ef  the  order  of  St.  AugustWy  m 
HogmarCs  Lane^  or  Jlopman^s  ^oy,  noio  St^  Aualin's 
Street y  with  a  sketch  of  that  religious  order. 

This  house  must  have  been  once  a  large,  respectable^ 

•  There  w  itUI  whtt  may  be  called  a  convent  in  Clough  Lane,  aiM 
eiFtn  a  eonveat of  preaching  brethren,  but  of  a  very  ditferent  tort  from 
the  former,  and  whose  labours,  it  is  hoped,  have  been  of  very  material 
•ad  eztetisite  benefit  to  a  large  portion  of  the  community. 
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and  stately  edifice,  inferior  to  none,  and  in  some  respects 
superior  to  most,  and  probably  to  all  others  in  this  town; 
especially  in  point  of  fitness  for  the  accomodation  of  il- 
lustrious personages,  or  those  of  princely  dignity,  who 
might  happen  to  come  this  way.  It  accordingly  became 
the  abode,  or  place  of  r^idence  d  the  king  and  queen, 
the  prince  of  Wales,  the  king's  mother^  and  the  roysd 
retinue,  during  their  visit  or  stay  hare  in  1498*  Had 
there  been  any  other  bouse  then  in  the  town  better 
adapted  for  their  reception,  it  would,  no  doubt,  haye 
been  chosen  in  preference,  or  instead  of  this,  on  so 
unusual  and  important  an  occasion.  But  however 
commodious^  respectable,  or  stately  a  structure,  this 
Augustinian  convent  then  was^  it  has  long  i^  dis- 
appeared, and  not  a  stone  of  it  has  been  left  upon 
another.  A  gateway,  or  the  arch  oUa,  gateway,  filled 
up  with  brick,  but  once,  perhaps,  the  principal  en- 
trance into  the  hallowed  premises,  is  all  that  now  re- 
mains, or  b  recognised  as  having  ever  belonged  to  it. 
Thus  our  firmest  fabrics,  though  they  may  endure  for 
ages,  are  doomed  to  perish  like  ;the  very  mortals  by 
whose  hands  they  were  constructed* 

Parkin  says  that  the  Augnstin  friars  settled  here  ia 
the  beginning  of  Edward  the  First's  reign,  as  appears 
by  a  writ  Ad  quod  damnum^  for  a  messuage  in  Lynii^ 
granted  by  Margaret  de  Southmere  to  them.— Inquis. 
82.  Ed.  I.  in  turri  Lond.  N®  112.  He  also  adds, 
that  they  had  a  patent  granted,  them  by  Edward  11.  in 
his  4th.  year,  for  purchasing,  of  Thomas  Lexham,  one 
Anessuage  contiguous  and    adjoining,  for  the  eularge^ 
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ment  of  their  maose  or  house. — Pat.  4th.  Ed.  II.  pL 
S»  m.  14.— He  further  says^  that  Licence  was  granted 
by  Ed.  III.  to  Thomas  Drew,  William  Bitering,  John 
de  Couteshale,  and  John  Drew  of  Lenn  Bishop,  that 
they  might  give  and  assign  five  messuages  in  Lenne,  ad- 
joining to  the  manse  of  the  prior  and  brethren  of  her- 
mits of  the  order  of  St.  Augnstin  of  Lenti,  to  the  said 
prior,  &c.  for  the  enlargement  of  their  manse,  on  con- 
dition that  the  reverend  father,  Th<unas,  bishop  of 
Is^orwich,  of  whom  the  said  messuages  axe  held,  will 
grant  hb  licence  to  the  said  prior,  &c.  And  the  said 
king  gave  licence  to  Robert  da  Cokesford,  Agnes  kb 
wife,  and  to  Richard  de  Houton  and  Alice  his  wife^ 
that  they  may  give  one  messuage  in  Lynn,  (not  beld  of 
us,  as  appears  by  the  inquisition  of  Roger  de  Wcdfire^ 
ton,  escheator  of  Norfolk)  to  the  bishop  and  his  sncces- 
aors,  oil  the  same  condition  of  granting  licence  to  the 
prior,  &c.  of  receiving  the  said  five  messuages  of  Tho- 
mas Drew,  &c. — Teste  Rege,  dated  at  Westminster,  6. 
May.  38.  Edw.  III. — The  bishop's  licence  was  soon 
after  obtained,  dated  I.  July  following. 

In  the  6tb.  of  Richard  II.  these  friars  had  a  pateirf 
for  a  certain  aqueduct,  to  be  made  by  them  from  Gay- 
wode.— In  the  7th.  Henry  IV.  they  had  a  patent  to 
enlarge  tlieir  manse:  and  in  the  Ist.  Henry  V.  a  patent 
for  certain  messuages  granted  to  them.  For  each  of 
these  particulars  Parkin  refers  to  his  authorities ;  the 
insertion  of  which  here  seems  needless.— He  also  assorts 
on  the  authorities  of  Bale  and  Holinshed,  that  in  the 
hit  mentkMied  reign,  William  Wdlys,  or  Wallys,  wai 
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a  moak  here,  a  learned  man,  and  general  of  the  otder^ 
who  vrote  roanj  books,  (which  he  does  not  name,) and 
died  IB  1421. — It  seems  therefore  that  learning  was  not 
entirely  neglected  here  among  our  Austin  friars,  and 
flbat  the  J  bad  at  least  oae  learned  man  in  their  frateraitj. 


Our  antbov  further  informs  us,  that  this  house 
surrondered  30ih.  Sept.  1539,  dOth.  of  Henry  VIII.  by 
the  ptior  and  4  brethren  :*'  if  so  they  must  have  been 
Ihcn  redaced  below  their  wonted  number.  Bui  4  bretb* 
rat  i»  probably  a  mistake  for  14.  which  k  the  nmnber 
gjve»  by  Buraet  in  hia  history  of  the  refermatton,  and 
oth«r  aHthorilies.— About  6  years  after  the  above  date, 
this  house  was  granted  to  Jobo  Ayre,  who  conveyed 
M  to  a  priest,  who  sold  it  to  Sbarvaigton,  a  bastard,  who 
fcjr  wiE  gave  it  to  «  -  •  Waters,  whodying  without 
iBSua  it  revetted  to  Shavington*8  heir;  John  DSte- 
Md  afterwards  had  if,  and  his  son  John  gave  it  in  marw 
riage  lo  Thomasine  his  sister,  married  to  Ghrislopher 
Pokering,  brother  iky  the  lord  keeper  of  that  name,  and 
they  sold  it  to  John  Lease,  who  puDed  it  down,  and  sold 
the  stones  and  the  ground  to  divers  persons :  so  that  it 
aeemi  to  have  stood  a*  good  while  after  the  dissolution^ 
and  passed  through  a  gteaC  many  hands. — Its  site  is  at 
j^resahtr.  partly  the  property  of  Martin  Fdkes  Rishton^ 
Esq.  ^Joseph  Lawrenee  £sq.  and-  Sir.  Thomas  Mat* 
AaU.    Fop  the  most  part  it  is  bow  gaideo  ground, 

itwastothisveryofder  of  mendicants,  the  Austin  firfiHt^ 
w  moniis^  or  Augustinian  fhismites,  as  ikey  are  some* 
f«iA^  paUad,  thafelhe  fajaoua  Mactin  JLuttat  betongwl 
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before  he  quitted  the  charch  of  Roine^  and  when  ht 
began  to  oppose  the  papal  corruptions  :  and  it  is  sup^ 
posed  not  to  have  been  then  quite  so  bad  or  depraved^  aa 
tome  af  the  other  mendicant  orders,  particularly  the 
Dominicans  and  Franciscans.  However  that  was,  ii 
was,  no  doubt,  bad  enough,  even  in  the  (pinion  of  Lu* 
Iber  himself,  for  he  soon  withdrew  from  it,  as  well  aa 
trom  all  manner  of  connection  with  the  Romish  church. 
It  is  to  be  wbbed  it  could  also  be  said,  that  he  and  all 
odier  descriptions  of  prot^tants  took  special  caxe  when 
they  renoiinced  popery,  to  retain  none  of  its  enslaYing 
and  persecuting  spirit*  Most  of  them,  however,  quite 
li^got  to  do  that)  and  so  retained  and  cherished  in  their 
bosoms  the  very  worst  part  of  the  religion  they  had 
renomced. 

As  to  the  jeligioua  oider  mow  under  consideratioD^ 
the  Austin  friars^  or  Hermits  of  Si.  Augustm^yre  are 
told  that  they  IumI  for  their  foimder,  pope  Alexander  IF. 
trbo,  observing  thai  the  Hermits  were  divided  into  sor 
Teral  societies,  some  of  which  foUowed  the  maxims  of 
<he  famous  WHUam^  others  the  rule  of  S/.  AugusHn^ 
vrhHe  otherw  again  were  dtstingnished  by  different  deno^ 
minati<MB,  formed  the  project  of  uniting  them  all  into 
.one  lel^^ioas  <Nrder,  imd  subjecting  them  to  the  same  rule 
of  discipline,  even  that  wrfaich  bears  the  name  of  Si. 
Augusim.  Tbis  project,  vre  are  tokl,  was  put  in  ex- 
ecution in  1506 :  *  so  that  this  order  is  somewhat  youngs 
er,  or  of  latar  origin  than  any  of  the  other  (xdera  of 
Boendicants;  though  not  mnch  later  than  the  two  pre- 

*  Mosbeim  as  before^  tol.  3. 
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ceding  ones,  for  all  the  three  sprung  up  within  the  same 
century. — What  good  or  benefit  the  former  Inhabitants 
of  Lynn  might  derive  from  the  erection  of  this  convent 
in  their  town^  or  from  the  exertions  of  the  Austin  Friars 
among  them,  is  a  question  which  tlic  present  writer  is 
not  fully  prepared  to  answer.  The  reader,  as'  in  the 
former  cases,  is  left  to  think  and  judge  for  hunscif,  as 
he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  do.  But  whatever  good 
or  ill,  advantage  or  disadvantage,  benefit  or  detriment 
might  accrue  to  the  inhabitants  from  the  residence  of  the 
said  four  orders  of  friars  among  them,  their  convents, 
unquestionably,  must  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  give 
additional  grandeur  and  respectability  to  the  ajipearance 
of  the  town.  Four  large  and  stately  monasteries,  with 
their  lofty  towers,  ranged  along  the  whole  town  from 
south  to  north,  must  have  given  Lynn  an  appearance^ 
especially  from  the  country,  very  dififerent,  and  far  su- 
perior to  what  it  can  boast  of  at  present.  In  short,  we 
may  safely  say,  that  it  must  have  appeared  before  the 
reformation,  from  the  circumstances  just  alluded  iOy  as 
a  place  of  at  least  double  the  sise  and  double  the  con- 
sequence that  it  has  done  since  that  period.  After  all, 
it  is  not  meant  here  to  disparage  the  reformation,  or  to 
suggest  that  it  did  not  prove  beneficial  to  Lynn,  as  ^ell 
as  to  the  kingdom  at  large. — It  is  only  meant  to  assoi, 
that  this  town,  from  the  great  size  and  number  of  its 
monasteries  and  other  religious  houses,  must  have  made 
a  very  difierent,  and  &r  more  splendid  appearance  be- 
fore the  reformation,  than  it  has  done  since.  But  we 
will  here  drop  the  subject,  and  conclude  the  present 
section. 
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'Seotion  YI.  Of  the  Friars  de  PeniienHa^  or  hro* 
tkers  of  repentance^  and  their  Convent— also  the  College 
of  Priests  ^with  the  Hospital  and  Church  of  St.  John 
in  this  town  • 

.  It  seems  remarkable  that  out  of  1148  monasteries  aad 
leligioos  bouses,  seised  upon  bj  the  sovereign  and  sup« 
pressed  at  the  general  dissolution,  no  less  than  79  were 
in  Norfolk,  and  10  of  them  in  this  town  alone ;  which 
must  be  a  large  proportion  of  those  of  the  county,  and 
still  larger  of  those  of  the  whole  kingdom.  Norfolk 
was  also  distingubhed,  and  is  so  still,  for  its  number  of 
parishes,  exceeding  that  of  any  other  county,  even  of 
Yorkshire,  though  four  times  its  size*  This  supem* 
bundance  of  parishes  and  convents,  f&c.  seems  to  indi* 
cate  that  its  inhabitants  were  formerly  of  an  uncommonly 
devout  and  religious,  or  at  least  superstitious  and  sane* 
timcHiioas  cast :  which  character  may  be  supposed  to 
have  belonged  to  the  people  of  Lynn  as  much  as  to  any 
of  the  rest.  At  present  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
inbabitaQts  of  Norfolk,  especially  in  country  places,  are 
exceedingly  ignorant,  boorish  and  heathenish.  Nor  da 
the  generality  of  the  established  clergy  appear  to  give 
tliemselves  the  least  concern  about  this,  or  express  any 
aerious  desire  to  promote  the  conversion  and  civilizatioa 
of  their  poor  neighbours.  The  dissenters,  and  particu« 
l|tf|y  those  of  them  called  methodists,  have  done  already 
far  more  in  this  way  than  the  whole  body  of  the  national, 
or  parochial  priesthood  t.  and  they  are  continually  en« 
larging  their  scale  of  operation,  and  extending  their  la* 
IkhiiSi  with  great  e&ct,  to  the  most  retired  and  obscure 

3  t 
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places,  where  the  cKvhie  power  of  ike  Gospel  and  the 
happy  influence  ot  its  ttiond  precepts  were  hardlj  ever 
before  felt  or  experienced* 

Of  the  (efn  houses  suppivsseil  iu  ikk  (own  at  the  ge« 
tieral  dissolution,  one  is  said  to  belong  to  ihe  friars  de 
Penitcniia.  Thi«  retigiOtts  0t&^  appears  to  haw  spnmg 
up  in  f h^  same  eentutj  with  the  prcceeding  ones ;  for 
We  aie  toM  that  it  was  instituted  in  152f  I,  by  the  fiunous 
St.  4frthon^  of  Padna^  who  was  bom  at  Lisbon,  ia 
1 195,  and  whose  origimtl  name  was  Ferrmti.  AAer 
going  through  his  studies  with  reputation,  he  entered  into 
a  monastery  of  canons  regular,  of  the  order  of  St.  Aub* 
tin^  where  he  continued  two  years ;  when,  fbr  the  sake 
of  greater  solitude,  he  retired  wHh  the  leave  of  Ma  su- 
perior io  Coimbm,  where  he  distli^ished  himself  by 
bis  exposition  of  the  scriptmea.  At  (hi»tiiA4  81.  Pran- 
ck  was  Irving,  and  some  of  his  otder  having  suffmd 
martyrdom,  in  Consequence  of  Ufldertakhig  to  pteack 
to  the  Mahometans  in  Atrica^  tbey  were  w  much  cdb- 
brated  on  that  account,  that  it  exdted  in  Ferrand)  as 
weU  as  many  olhers^  an  ardent  dmiva  ix>  foMow  their  ex- 
ample, though  tliey  should  share  the  same  &te*  With 
the  leave  of  bis  superior,  he  thereiore  joined  this  new 
society;  and  entering  one  ot*Aeir  monasterieOy  callefl 
that  of  St.  Anthony^  he  iwA  their  hsAataad  asswoa* 
their  name." 

Piesentfy  after  this,  his  zeal  ibetualfy  carried  hna  to 
Africa ;  but  he  wad  obliged  to  retar»,  in  consequence  o# 
a  disease  with  which  he  wds  seised  upon  the  coast ;  bu^ 
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was  driven  by^  tempest  to  Siciljr,  ivbere  filling  of  a 
geaeml  cbapter  of  bis  oider  being  to  be  lield  at  Assbi 
itt  Italyt  be  impaired  to  it«  Tfao'  be  wa§  tben  Miih 
ktfowotthe  prpytflcial  of  hjs  oTiler  was  so  ittijcli  pleased 
with  bis  appeararioe,  that  be  took  him  with  him,  and 
placed  him  in  a'  convent  called  the  m^unt  of  St,  Paul. 
After  some  mooths,  bis  superiort  prdcured  bim  bdy 
ardeeS)  4nd  seiit  bim,  together  with  some  other  .prieM^, 
to  Forii,  where  he  distinguished  himself  by  bis  p^eacii- 
ing.  Being  greatly  concerned  at  the  progress  of  heresy 
then  in  the  northern  parts  of  I(a)y,  in  order  the  better 
to  prepare  himself  for  encoonteriog  the  heretics,  be 
went  tbroagb  a  couise  of  theology  atVerceUii  under  :a 
fitmieus  doctor  tber^ ;  but  he  soon  surpassed  \\m  9i 
kmmkAgl^y  and  was  tbwgbt  equal  to  any  undertohii^ 

BfiingfMt  by  his  saperiors  tp  uadertajte  tiie  oiQ(^  of 
fpuudian  to  Limiges  in  Ffaaee,  bi  older  to  tb^  conv^r- 
•ioa  of  the  heretics  in  that  plftise^  it  happened  at  one 
tiraey  that  bis  business  as  a  pfeacber  fe^fUred  him  to 
Iw  in  one  place,  aad  his  oSds  of' gnardiaa  ia  anotbei : 
and  this  was  the  occasion  of  the  firat  of  the  ma^y  mim- 
des  that  his  historian  ascribei  to  ban,  and  it  was  oT.a 
very  singular  kind  :  for  it  is  asserted  that  he  was  ac- 
tually la  both  places  at  the  same  tiuie.  AAer  an  earn- 
est prayer  for  thia  purpose,  he  without  leaving  the  pulpit 
in  which  be  was  priAcbing  on  a  good  friday,  appealed 
ia  the  choir,  and  sung  tiie  lesson  which  was  his  part  -  f 
the  service  there.  At  Mootpdlier  also,  be  once  preacb- 
fd  ia  the  done  at  the  same  tune  that  he  was  singiiig 
2sS 
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]mUdujah  in  flie  choir  of  the  churoK  After  this  hli 
tvhole  life  seems  to  baye  consisted  of  little  more  tban  a 
series  of  mtrackr,  and  many  of  tbem  of  quite  an  origi* 
nal  and  extraordinary  kind ;  so  that  it  must  have  re- 
quired much  ingenuity  to  devise  them.  ^^^— Some  of  them 
may  be  here  inserted  by  way  of  sample,  and  to  enable 
the  reader  to  judge,  of  the  probaUe  efl^  or  oonsequence 
of  the  settlement  oS  Anthony^s  disciples,  ihc  friors  dc 
Ptnktntia^  in  this  town^ 

"When  Anthony  was  at  one  time  preaching  in  a  lenK 
porary  building,  constructed  of  wood,  he  apprised  hb 
nudienoe  that  the  devil  was  about  to  terrify  and  but 
them,  but  that  no  harm  would  eventually  happen  lo 
wy  of  them.  Accordingly  while^  he  was  preaeliing, 
the  devil  untied  the  ropes  by  which  the  boards  were 
held  together^  so  that  the  whole  erecUon  came  down. 
But  when  it  might  have  been  expected  that  many  of  the 
persons  assembled  would  have  been  crushed  to  death,  or 
at  least  maimed,  not  one  of  them  was  found  to  have  re- 
ceived the  smallest  hurt  {——Another  time  a  pious  wo- 
man, much  attached  to  Anthony,  who  had  a  son  of  a 
reprobate  character,  when  she  waa  attmdii^  one  of  his 
sermons  the  devil  came  in  the  form  of  a  courier,  and 
delivering  a  letter  informed  her  that  her  son  wai^  dead. 
This  news  threw  her,  and  the  audience  in  genoralj  uAo 
such  disorder,  that  the  congregation  was  breaking  np ; 
when  Anthony  cried  out  that  the  news  wa^  not  true,  that 
it  was  the  devil  that  had  brought  it,  and  that  the  yoong 
fiUMi  was  Alive,  as  they  would  soon  be  convinced ;  m^ 
•  iPr^estIey*«  Gen.  Hift.  Ckristuoi  Charcfa,  toI,  Hw 
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<ording1y,  nirbile  be  was  speaking  he  entered  the  place^ 
find  the  deyil  absconded.*' 

Something  mote  extraordinary  than  any  of  the  pre«i 
ceding  miracles,  was  exhibited  at  Rome.  For  being 
tequired  by  the  pope  to  preach  to  a  congregatian,  con- 
fisting  of  people  of  very  different  countries^  assembled 
for  a  crusade,  they  all  hearcl  him  spe^  in  their  di^ereot 
languages*  though  he  3poke  \n  Italian  only.— But  tl\e 
fistonisl)ing  miracle  exhibited  at  Rimini,  pontribnted 
inore  to  the  fame  of  Anthony  than  all  his  pther  miracles* 
Preaching  in  that  pity,  whiph  abounded  with  heretics, 
liiid  the  people  ^efusipig  to  h^x  him^^  he  wpnt  to  the  sea 
side,  followed  by  a  great  crowd ;  whep,  the  sea  beinj^ 
iremarkablycalm;^  he  addressed  himself  to  the  fishes;  say« 
ing,  <<  Since  men  nfill  not  )iear)ne|  come  you  and  heark« 
en  to  what  Gpd  will  tell  you  by  me."  Immediately  on 
this  the  sea  was  covered  with  the  heads  of  fishes,  which 
^ith  open  mouths  fixed  their  eyes  on  him ;  and  npt with- 
standing their  kqstility  to  each  other,  they  mildly  and 
humbly  (as  it  is  said)  without  moyufg  their  fius,  or 
fnaking  the  least  inotion  in  the  water,  attended  to  him* 
^fter  a  discqurse  of  some  length,  he  exhorted  them  to 
praise  God ;  and  since  they  could  not  do  it  in  words 
shew  some  visible  signs  of  reverence.  On  this  they  all 
|x>wed  their  heads,  moving  them  very  gently,  and  with 
gestures  expressive  pf  humility  and  devotion,  acknow- 
ledged their  obligation  to  God,  and  signi^ed  their  ap- 
probation of  what  had  been  addressed  to  them.  The 
spectators  greatly  amased  (and  well  they  might:  for  who 
^pttld  ayoid  it  i^  looked  som^ tunef  oa  the  fishc^  ao^ 
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•cmwtkiies  eDlha  preacber  t  uid  ^xing  tdprortd  bj  Imn 
for  their  infidelity^  thus  upbraided  by  the  mute  fiabe^ 
they  fell  on  their  knees,  asking  his  pardon,  and  pro* 
msiflg  to  live  and  di#  in  tlie  cothpUc  fiuib.  He  then 
piooooneed  a  blessing,  both  oatbamefi  nod  (he  fisbea^ 
Md  they  departed  with  great  joy.  % 

Such  were  some  of  the  numerous  miraelcs  which  An* 
thony  is  said  to  have  worked  in  his  lifetime,  exclusive 
of  others  said  to  have  bee>n  wrought  afterwards  atbia 
grave,  and  which  were  perhaps  no  fewer.  Of  those 
who  have  heard  of  these  mighty  and  wonderful  works  of 
Anthony,  the  far  greater  part  in  all  ages,  even  to  the 
present  day,  have  believed  the  report,  and  admitted 
the  reality  of  the  miracles:  which,  however,  wiM  not 
establish  the  fact,  that  they  were  actually  performed^ 
'any  more  than  the  faith  of  the  mahometans  in  the  at<^ 
ledged  miracles  of  their  pretended  prophet  will  estaUisb 
that  fact,  or  prove  that  the  miracles  ascribed  to  hint 
did  really  take  place.  In  each  case  we  have  a  sad 
specimen  of  that  easy  and  miserable  credulity  by  which 
poor  human  nature  has  often  most  wretchedly  disgraced 
licrself,  and  unintentionally  aided  the  cause  and  tri« 
nmphs  of  imposture.  Nor  will  it  follow  from  the  abun- 
dance of  false  miracles  that  have  been  heard  of,  or  be- 
cause the  world  has  been  so  often  imposed  upon  by  them^ 
that  there  never  have  been  any  real  oness  on  the  con 
trary,  all  counterfeits  seem  invariably  to  imply  the  ex^ 
istence  of  what  is  real  and  genuine;  and  that^  it  is  pre-« 
sumed,  may  be  proved  to  be  the  case  here.  But  this  bk 
jiot  a  plaice  to  enter  largely  upon  this  subject^ 
1  See  Friesdey  a«  before^' ' 
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'  'Anmionj  had  been  some  yeafs  Mumi^  tlie  Fiancia-* 
cans  before  he  histiiuted  the  ordetde  PenUanHaj  which 
was  in  ISCI,  when  he  also  fixed  i^  Padua^  where  he 
isMietinies  preached  in  the  open  air  to  90,000  persons, 
who  came  to  bear  him  from  aH  the  neighbouring  towns. 
His  discourses,  it  is  said,  bad  a  wonderful  eflfoct  in 
converting  prostitutes,  defivering  prisoners,  reeonci- 
Ung  enemies,  procuring  restitntion  of  usurj,  remlsiioR 
of  debts,  Sec.  He  was  indefatigable,  and  preached 
^ery  day.  Many  persons  exinressing  a  desire  to  em« 
brace  the  order,  he  wa»  unwilling  to  dissolve  so  many 
legular  marriages,  and  dispeople  thecOunUy :  he  there* 
fere  gsfve  them  a  mle,  according  to  which  they  might 
serve  God  in  a  similar  manner  in  their  houses,  Uving* 
in  soiUte  meastrre  Hhe  monks,  but  wifliout  austerity.-^ 
lliis  is  the  substance  oF  what  we  have  learnt  about  this 
order.  He  died  in  the  year  above  mentioned  at  the  ago 
of  98^  and  was  canonized  the  next  year.  We  are  told 
AM  lie  was  ten  years  among  the  Franciscans,  if  indeed 
it  caftbe  said  that  he  afterwards  properly  quitted  them^ 
fer  tfad  fnars  de  Pmiientra  are  accounted  a  Srd.  order 
of  Franciscans.  *  We  are  told  that  they  settled  at  Lynn 
fiefbio  the  5th.  ^f  Kdward  I.  and  that  their  house 
here  was  dissolved  by  Henry  y  III.  t  but  where  it  stood 
^amiet  now  be  ascertained.  Parkin  seemBd  mcllned  to 
indentifyit  with  the  well  known  convent  of  Uie  Grey 
Friiis^  hNil  thai  idM  or  supposition  seems  not  at  sH  ad- 
missible, as  our  apparently  most  accurate  accounts  of 
Urn  fdigioua  bouses  dissolved  hcve  lepresent  that  of  the 
friats  of  this  order  as  quite  distinct  from  the  said  conveutt 
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and  this  seemi  corroborated  by  Parkings  own  ftssertum, 
that  <4n  1307,  Roger  Fl^g  was  Yicar  general  of  the 
order  of  friars  de  Penitentta  in  England  at  Lenne.*"  X 
From  tbc  peculiar  constitution  of  this  order  it  seems  ra* 
ther  probable  that  its  houses  or  convents  might  be  neither 
so  large  nor  yet  so  numerous  as  those  of  most  of  the  other 
orders*  As  that  at  Lynn  might  be  but  small,  there  may 
not  be  much  reason  to  wonder  tliat  its  site  is  not  now 
discoverable ;  that  being  also  the  case  with  some  others  of 
our  smaller  religious  houses.— \V  ilh  all  its  profound  and . 
extravagant  reverence  for  its  founder,  St.  Anthony, 
and  its  unlimited  credulity,  or  faith  in  his  pretended 
miracles, thisdoes  not  appear  to  be  the worstof  the  popish 
orders,  but  rather  one  of  the  better  sort  of  them,  aa 
it  seemed  earnestly  to  set  its  fhce  against  many  of  the  pre« 
vailing  vices  of  the  times,  which  must  have  somewhat 
checked  the  progress  of  immmorality  and  licentious- 
ness — These  friars  might  therefore  be  of  some  use  herei. 
iHit  if  thej  were  so^  and  did  some  good,  in  partially 
checking  the  progress  of  vice  and  immorality,  is  it  noi 
also  to  be  feared,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  did  no 
les^,  or  rather  much  more  harm,  in  ohecking  likewise 
the  progress  of  virtue  and  true  leligioo,  and  promoting- 
^  the  utmost  of  thoir  power  an  intolerant,  persecuting^ 
and  antichristian  spirit  i  ^  That  such  was  really  the  h€\ 

%  Parkin,  152. 
*  Vtiy  feW|  perhapt9  if  sny,  could  be  mmed  of  our  reUgiooi  orde«% 
or  christian  sects  but  what  have  done  some  good  in  the  world,  and  as 
lew,  probably,  that  have  not  also  done  harm.  In  estimating  the  chm«. 
vacter  of  a  religious  order,  seet,  or  party,  we  are  apt,  at  it  to  very  na- 
tural, to  set  the  one  against  the  other  :  in  doing  which  it  too  oftea 
becomes  a  matter'  of  doubt,  which  of  tlie  two,  the  good  or  the  harm» 
prepMtdteatfts  o^txcewto  ia  quaatity.    Whoa  that  liapp«os»  whk^ 
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seems  unquestionable  j  so  that  these  frjan  had  little 
room  io  boast  of  their  good  doings.  But  ym  irill  now 
quit  them,  and  proceed  to 

The  CoLLBGE,    This  edifice  stands  near  the  Towif 

H4H,  ^4  ^  ^^^  inhabited  by  Mr.  Toosev^  a  respec? 

tabic  merchant.     It  is  by  far  the  roost  pntire,  and  best 

preser?ed  of  all  the  religious  houses  that  i¥cre  here  dist 

solved;  and  vere  popfsry  again  to  become  predominant 

among  us,  this  f^brick  might  be  very  easily  converted 

or  jrestored  to  it^  origiital  use.-rParkin  gives  of  it  a  very 

odd  and  confused  account,  as  if  it  bad  been  a  part  of 

the  Priory,  though  somewhat  detached  from  it— <*The 

cell,  or  college  of  priests  (savs  he)  was  near  the  Guifd 

S  T 

is  much  less  seldom  than  one  could  wish,  it  is  a  sad  ant}  painfiil  cas9. 
In  our  own  country,  at  this  time,  the  dirersity  of  religious  sects  and 
partief  is  Ttry  great.  Some  of  them  are  vastly  popular,  and  others 
otherwise.  Much  do  we  daily  hc^r  of  the  exemplary  zeal,  and  tho 
laudaU*,  perseyering,  and  successfVil  exertions  of  those  who  aisumt 
the  name  of  QrtkodQx  and  itmgtUca/,  both  in  the  establishment  and  out 
of  it.  These  reports  seem  generally  we|l  founded.  Much  goo  J,  no 
doubt,  has  been  done  :  and  wc  may  venture  to  add,  much  iarm  also. 
The^reat  error  of  these  zealqui  religionists  lies  in  their  spirit,  or  r^ 
thef  in  their  not  knowing  what  manner  of  spirit  they  are  of,  which  is 
evidently  not  the  spirit  of  Christ.  All  who  cannot  pronounce  their 
SkMoUtk^  they  teach  their  converu  to  view  if  ith  aq  evil  cyet  «nd  all  whp 
go  about  to  do  g<K>d  in  the  name  of  Christ,  they  are  sure  to  forbid  or 
rerile,  and  so  render  all  their  benevolent  endeavours  useless,  as  hi  as 
lies  in  them,  //  they  foWnt  tktm  mtt^  or  ate  not  of  their  party.  They 
ms^j  perhaps  plea(}  a/>osfo/icaJ  txamf/t,  but  it  is  not  countenanced,  bu^ 
expressly  condemned  by  Christ,  who  enjoins  a  tery  diflferent  sort  of 
conduct.  Until  they  thereibre  think  proper  to  comply  with  that  in* 
Jl^ifction  of  his,  they  will  have  no  reason  to  boast  of  the  eicejlence,  of 
gpamgtCcalMtsf  of  their  spirit,  fsce  Mark  9. 39.  Luke  9.  50]  All  relJ^i- 
•os  sects  and  parties,  would  do  weU  to  consider,  that  the  spirit  they  art 
of,  is  what  always  forms  ^he  most  important  and  decisive  part  of  t^cir 
character  —More  of  this  when  we  come  to  the  present  religious  statt 
•CLynu. 
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ball)  and  tbe  prior's  house  wufomewhatiemote  from  ity 
bjSt.  Mafgarei'sChorch/*  Itdoesnotseem,  howerer, 
that  it  bad  ia  fact  any  connectioii  with  the  said  ^ggfiorji 
and  it  is  certainly  a  place  of  much  biter  erection ;  pro* 
bably  by  no  less  than  3  or  400  yean.^MackereIl  abo 
takes  some  slight  notice  of  if,  and  says,  <<Not  fiur  firoot 
Che  church  was  a  certaui  collc^,  founded  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Tkorisbj/y  as  by  the  inscription  carved  upon 

the  door  still  remain Magistri  Thome  Tho- 

risby,  Fundaloris  htgus  loci,''  This  Thomas  Thorisby, 
the  munificent  founder  of  this  coU^,  was  one  of  the 
great  men  of  Lynn  in  the  latter  part  of  the  I5th.  cen- 
tury, and  for  sometime  after,  as  appears  from  our  lists 
of  Mayors,  among  whom  his  name  occurs  three  dif- 
ferent times;  1st.  in  1477,  again  in  148S,  and  lastly 
in  1502.  That  he  was  a  magistrate  of  a  serious  and 
religious  character, seems  to  admit  of  no  doubt;  but 
bow  many  of  his  successors,  includio^  those  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  have  thought  the  better  of  him  for  that,  »a 
question  that  appears  inTolred  in  no  small  uncertainty. 
The  CoU^  is  said  to  have  been  founded  about  the 
year  I30Q,  and  it  was  dissolved  about  SO  years  after, 
80  that  it  was  not  long  appropriated  to  the  use  for  wbicb 
^  was  designed  by  the  founder.  It  does  not  appear  to 
whom  it  went  at  the  dissolution,  nor  do  we  know 
through  how  many  hands,  or  how  many  difierent  fii- 
milies  it  has  passed,  firomUiat  to  the  present  time.  Lat- 
terly, and  for  many  years,  it  has  been  the  residence 
successively  of  some  of  our  principal  mercantile  families, 
without  any  material  change  in  its  external  appearance. 
Of  its  original  constitution  we  have  not  obtained  any 
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particular  information,  and  the  above  being  the  sUb^ 
stance  of  what  we  have  learnt  concerning  it,  our  a€« 
c    mt  of  it  must  be  here  closed. 

Another  House,  suppressed  h^  at  the  general  disso* 
pW ion,  was  St.  John's  Hospital:  of  which  the  infbr« 
luation  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  is  very  imperfect  and 
scanty.  Its  very  site,  like  that  of  tlie  friars  de  Peni- 
tentia,  seems  no  longer  discoverable;  and  yet  it  was  evi- 
dently, in  its  day,  a  place  of  some  note  and  consequence 
here,  and  had  a  chapel,  or  church,  as  it  i»  usually 
called,  attached  to  it.  Fox,  the  martyrologist,  mentions 
St.  John's  church,  or  the  church  of  the  Hospital  of 
St.  John,  in  this  town,  as  one  of  the  places  where  the 
memorable  Sir  William  Sautre^  parish  priest  of  St. 
Margaret's,  when  taken  up  for  heresy  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  IV.  was  obliged  to  read  his  recantation.  Parkin 
takes  very  little  notice  of  it,  except  quoting  what  Fox 
had  said:  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  MackereUy  with 
ihb  slight  difference)  that  he  in  one  place  hazards  a 
a  conjecture,  that  the  site  of  this  church  was  the  sam^ 
with  that  of  the  old  grammar  school,  which  was  taken 
down  some  years  ago.  But  if  the  church  stood  there, 
0ie  hospital  itself  most  also,  in  all  probability,  have 
stood  close  by,  if  not  contiguous;  and  that  seems  not 
very  likely,  in  so  confined  a  situation.  We  know  of 
no  existing  record  that  any  way  corrobprates  this  con- 
jecture, unless  it  be  a  hint  in  our  tables  of  memorable 
events,  <<That  in  the  year  1506,  St.  Margaret's  church 
was  suspended|  and  the  christenings  were  perfonued 
S  T  3 
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in  the  cbamel  belonging  to  St.  iohn*s  chapel:"  bat  ii 
seems  too  vagae  and  obscure  to  estabUsh  the  point.  It 
is  indeed  very  clear  and. certain  that  there  did  exist  here 
formerly  the  Hospital  and  church  of  St.  John,  and  that 
Ihey  were  suppressed^  the  general  dissolution,  but  as 
we  know  no  more  about  them,  we  must  here  dismiss  th^ 
subject. 


Section  VII.  Account  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen^f 
Hospital^  the  Laxar  Uousesy  St.  Lawrence^s  Hot*' 
pitalf  Sfc. 

The  Hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  was  out  of  thfe 
toiost  ancient  of  those  religious  houses  that  were  sup- 
pressed here  by  Henry  VIII.  It  is  said  to  have  beeh 
founded  by  Petrus  Caj)ellanus,  in  the  reign  of  King  Ste- 
phen, in  hdnour  of  St.  Mary  Miigdal^n.  It  consisted 
of  a  prior  and  twelve  brethrC'n  and  sister^;  of  whodi 
ten,  including  the  prior  were  sound,  And  three  unsound, 
otleprbus;  some  ecdesiastical,  and  sOme  secular ;  whb 
tvere  bound  to  perform  rites  and  prayers  for  the  souls 
of  certain  men  who  had  depatled  this  life,  'dz.  fof  the 
soul  of  Petrus  Capellanns  their  founder,  the  souls  of 
popes,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  kings,  queens^  and 
others,  their  benefactors;  as  appears  by  their  ancient 
book  of  obiits  and  Orisons^  and  by  the  ancient  instru- 
ment of  aiticles^  which  the  brethren  and  sisters  were 
honnd  to  observe:  and  all)  or  most  of  the  lands  given  ta 
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ilic  said  hospital  were  for  the  maintaining  of  prayers 
for  the  dead^  as  appears  bj  dirers  deeds  and  charters, 
without  date)  of  the  first  donations  of  those  lands.  * 

In  Mr  J  King's  MS;  volume  there  is  a  larger  account 
of  this  ancient  hospital  than  has  been  given  by  Macke- 
rell  and  Parkin.  We  have  there  the  ancient  instrument 
of  articles,  or  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  fratemitj, 
in  latin,  under  XVIII  heads:  annexed  to  which  is  the 
following  account— ^^Thls  Instrument  of  Articles  was 
made  in  the  year  that  Petrus  Capellanus  died  [  A.  D. 
1174i]  and  himself  consented,  with  the  two  archbishops, 
for  ordaining  the  same," — Then  follows  what  has  been 
given  by  Mackerel^  that  <<this  ancient  hospital  con« 
tinned  in  a  prosperous  state  from  its  first  foundation 
about  400  years.  But  after  the  statute  of  1st.  Edward 
Vh  was  made,  for  dissolving  all  colleges,  chauntries 
fraternities,  &;c.  this,  with  the  lands  &c.  came  to, 
and  were  invested  in  the  crown,  by  the  said  statute. 
The  fraternity,  however^  was  not  then  broke  up  or  dis- 
persed,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  been  still  continued) 
but  for  the  breaking  out  of  what  is  called  Kett's  rebellion. 
A  party  of  the  rei>els  were  encamped  at  Rising:  and 
they  attacked  Lynn^  in  hopes  of  surprising  it,  but  be* 
ing  repulsed  and  disappointed,  they,  on  their  return,  fell 
upon  this  hospital,  <<which  they  violently  entered,  and 
not  only  robbed  the  pdor  pec^k  there,  and  expelled 
them  out  of  the  house,  but  took  away  all  tbdr  common 
etock,  and  rased  their  chapel  and  most  part  of  the 
imildingft  there  down  io  the  ground:  by  nraans  <rf' which 

«  Sm  MacUreU,  194. ^— an4  Pirkla,  146. 
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iJailiftMiis  usage,  the  said  hospital  was  85  impoverisfaecf, 
wasted^  and  spoiled,  that  from  thence  forward  it  was 
quite  destitute  of  brethren  and  sisters,  and  utlerlj  re- 
linquished, saying  that  the  mayor  and  bnrgesses  of 
Lynn  maintkiaed  some  poor  people  ihefe^  and  endea* 
Toured  to  upbold  the  said  ancient  hospital,  out  of  their 
diaritaUe  disposition^  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.''  * 

^'NeTerfheless  (says  the  author  of  the  MS.  account) 
tome  covetous  persons,  taking  advantage  of  the  depres- 
sed state  of  the  said  hospital,  procured  divers  lettei^ 
{Mitents  of  concealment,  from  the  crotrn ;  .some  of  the  site 
of  the  same,  and  some  of  other  parcels  of  the  lands  and 
possessions  belonging  to  the  said  hospital,  intending  to 
convert  them  to  their  own  {nrivate  lucre.  But  the  said 
mayor  and  bnfgesses,  (still  having  a  great  care  tbsA 
the  said  lands  and  possessions  should  be  preserved  for 
cbaritable  uses)  did  purchase  of  some  of  the  concealeis 
the  site  of  the  said  hospital,  and  a  great  part  of  tbe 
lands  thereunto  belongings  and  at  their  great  costs  and 
charges  supported  and  defended  the  same  against  all 
other  contealers  and  their  agents,  purposing  always  to 
erect  anew  the  said  hospital,  and  employ  the  revenuea 
thereof  for  the  susteatation  of  poor  people. 

^^But  finding  botJi  by  the  advice  of  the  king^s  councill 
[counsel]  and  their  own,  that  all  the  said  patents  <^cob« 
ceafaoent  were  defective  and  utterly  void  in  law,  through 
many  imperfections  therein,  and  that  (notwithstanding 
the  said  patents)  tbe  soite  of  the  said  hospital  and  tlie 

•  Mfr.  Kinj|*s  MS.-— »tlio  BIkILm^,  195. 
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iaads  and  possessioos  thereof  still  remained  iatlie  cis0wii--» 
therefore  they  made  humble  suit  to  the  king's  augesty 
£  James  I.]  for  a  grant  thereof,  and,  of  his  Uigbietar' 
gracious  favour  and  pious  inclination  to  ^orbi  of  cha* 
rity,  they  obtained  Letters  Patents  of  grant  unto  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  as  well  of  the  scite  of  the  said 
hospital,  as  also  of  the  landf|,&c.  thereunto  belongings 
vfho  by  the  aame  are  created  governors  thaceof^  and 
made  a  body  corporate  for  the  defence  and  qpaintenaniOO 
of  the  said  hospital  new  founded  by  h|s  majestie*''  [Aa 
abridgement  of  those  Letters  Patents,  transcribed  frcmi 
ibt  latin  copy,  is  here  subjoined,  and  is  as  foUowa* 

<<  J  AM£S  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  England,  &c« 
to  all  to  whom  these  Letters  shall  come,  greetittg,  &c.— 
Whereas  a  certain  ancient  Hospital  or  Almshouse  wan 
founded  and  erected  in  Gaywood,  called  the  House  or 
Hospital  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen— And  wbeseHB  di¥esi 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  were  given  and 
granted  fcr  the  .nwiinliwsnre  and  relief  (tf  divert  poor  and 
needy  men  and  women  therein  for  ever— And  webeing  in* 
fonsed,  that  cettain  evil  minded  m^en,  covi^ously  pnisu^ 
ing  their  own  private  Ittcce^  have  endeavoured  utteily  to 
demoUsh  the  state  of  the  saU  Hocq[>ital,  pretending  smne 
defect  in  the  foundation  thereof,  or  that  the  same  have 
beoi  dissolved— We  favouring  the  sustentation  of  the 
pooC)  and  €Aich  like  charitable  deeds,  do  of  our  special 
grace,  for  us,  our  b^irs  and  successors,  grant  all  that 
right,  title,  &c.  which  we  have  or  mig^i  have  in  the 
premises,  fuUy  and  graciously  to  be  conferred  and  ex* 
(epded  towards  the  estaUisbmnt  of  the  said  Hotflpital^ 
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for  poor  and  infirm  men  and  women  to  dwell  tfaeieins 
and  for  the  causes  aforesaid  the  same  shall  for  ever  here* 
after  be  called  by  the  name  of  Tbe  Hospital  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  of  the  foundation  of  king  James,  cooisis* 
ting  of  a  Masitfr  and  Warden  and  10,  9,  8,  7,  6,  or 
5  poor  needy  men  and  women,  who  shall  likewise  be 
called,  The  Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  said  Hospital, 
from  henceforth  for  ever. — And  lor  the  more  efiectual 
performance  of  this  our  grant  on  our  part.  We  have 
chosen  nominated  and  appointed  our  well  beloved  Peter 
Tudman  to  be  the  first  and  present  warden,  or  master  of 
the  said  hospital,  and  io  continue  in  the  said  office  for 
aud  during  his  natural  life.  Unless  for  some  default, 
trespass,  misdemeanor,  &c.  omitted  or  committed  by 
him,  contrary  to  the  constitutions  or  ordinances  h^reafler 
to  be  made  and  ordain^,  he  shall  be  from  thence  re* 
moved, — ^And  moreover  out  of  our  own  espeoial  graoe^ 
certain  knowledge,  and  mcare  motion.  We  have  also 
chosen,  nominated,  fto.  our  well  bdoved  John  Tilney 
and  Avis  his  wife,  Isabel  wife  of  theiMd  Peter  Todman, 
John  Pillow,  Alice  Briggs,  and  William  Mascm,  to 
be  the  first  and  present  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  aid 
hospital,  there  to  be  relieved  and  maintained  during 
their  natund  lives,  unless  for  some  fault  or  misdemaanng 
they  shall  from  thenqe  be  removed, 

<<And  that  this  our  pious  and  charitable  intealioa 
may  take  the  better  eflbct,  and  that  the  lands,  tenements^ 
goods  and  chattels,  and  heseditaments,  towards  the  maui<« 
tenance  of  the  said  hospital  and  tbe  warden  or  maate^ 
ipd  the  poor  brethiea  and  sisters  &c.  may  the  moie 
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eiFectuallybcgiven^  grants,  enjoyed,  possessed  and  dis** 
posed,  We  will,  and  by  these  Letters  Patents  for  vs 
our  heks  and  successors  of  our  like  special  grace  &c« 
do  grant  ordain  aqd  constitute  that  the  Mayor  of^our 
Burgh  of  King's  JLypn  thai  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall 
be,  aiid  all  the  aldermen  that  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be,slMil)  ixom  bcnoeforth  forever  be  our  Body  corporate 
and  politique,  in  deed,  fact,  and  ^ame,  by  the  title  of  The 
Goveroors  of  the.  lands,  tenements,  revenues,  posses* 
•ions,  and  hereditaments  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Mary 
Mugdalen  upon  the  Caws^y  between  Lynn  re^is  and 
Gay  woody  of  the  foundation  of^James  king  of  England^ 

'  ftc-^And  by  the  suid  nanv^  of  Govemons,  &o.  to  be 
always  hereafter  so  ^filled,  termed,  and  nomiuuted,  for 
ever:  and  by  the .  s^e  to  have  perpetual  succession, 
and  i9  be  both  ^ble  an^  capable  in  law  to  obtain,  re* 

.  ceive,  have,  and  possess  the  manors,  lands,  tenements, 
meadows,,  .pastures,  feedings,  rents,  revcR^ions,  re* 
maindiera,  and  all  other  hereditaiKients  whatsoever,  to 
Diea  an(^'  their  su(:cessors  for  erer,  as  well  from  us  eur 
beirs,  &c.  as  fromany  person  or  persons  whatsoever; 
aa  also  all  goods  aad  cbfittels  for  the  maintenance  and  re* 
Me£  ot  the  said  hospital,  the  warden  or  master,  and 
ih$  poor  brethrey^  and  sisters  which  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  live  and  be  sustained  therein.— And  we  do  like* 
vriiBe  by  these  presents  for  us  and  our  heirs  &c.  grant 
aatp  them  and  thmr  successor^  to  have  a  common  seal 
fioralliiiattefs  and  businesses  concerning  the  said  hos* 

.    pitd  ftc^-niind  that  they  by  the  name  aforesaid  may 

«   smt  at»d  be  aued,  aUswar  and  .beoq&wejced  in  any  of  hit 
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majesty^s  courts  or  elsewhere  within  this  kingddni  of 
England  I 

^^Ahd  we  will  that  whensoever  it  shall  happen,  that 
the  said  master  or  any  of  the  said  10,  9,  8,  7,  6,  or  5 
of  tlie  brethren  shall  die  or  be  removed,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  governors  (whereof  the  mayor  to 
be  always  one)  within  SO  days  after,  to  choose  another 
in  their  room— And  we  will  and  grant  that  the  said  War- 
den or  Master  and  hb  successors  shall  take  his  corporal 
oath  oh  thd  cvarigelists  for  th^  due  pelrfomiance  of  his 
ofRcej  before  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  in  the  Guild- 
Iiall  of  the  said  Burgh— And  we  will  and  grant  that  the 
said  governors,  or  the  greatest  part  of  them  (whereof 
the  mayor  to  be  always  one)  and  their  successors  with 
the  assent  and  consent  of  the  bishop  of  Norwich  for  the 
time  being,  msly  make  and  constitote  such  and  so  many 
good  and  wholesome  statutes,  laws,  &c.  in  writing,  as 
well  concerning  the  celebration  of  divine  service  evefy 
day  in  the  said  hospital  to  the  honour  of  Grod,  as  for  the 
government,  election,  ejcpulsidH,  punishment  and  di- 
rection of  the  said  master  and  poor  thete,  and  also  coo* 
«icming  their  stipends,  salaries,  liveries,  habits,  and 
all  dther  necessaries  whatsoever,  as  also  concerning  the 
ordinary,  preservation,  and  disposing  of  all  the  lands, 
tenements  &c.-^And  also  may  give  and  grant  to  the 
master  and  poor  there,  such  tiseful  things  as  they  shall 
think  fit:  and  may  revoke,  change,  determine,  sag- 
inent,  alter,  and  make  new  the  same  as  they  think  most 
convenient;  which  said  statutes,  laws,  and  ordinances^ 
toJbe  made  and  constituted  as  aforesaid  we  straitly  charge 
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and  command  to  be  kept  iaviolable,  from  time  to  time 
for  ever,  jet  so  as  the  same  be  not  contrary  tp  th^  la\iv3 
and  statutes  of  this  kingdom  pf  £qgland« 

And  farther  for  the  continual  relief  and  susteniation 
of  the  said  hospital  we  have  given  and  grant^^  and  by 
these  presents  do  giv^  and  grant  to  the  said  governors 
all  the  lordships,  manors,  messuages,  lands,  meadows, 
pastures,  feeding-grounds,  liberties,  franchises  andhe« 
reditanients  whatsoever,  lyii^  ii)  Gaywood,  East  Lex* 
bam,  Dunham,  Narford,  WestXiCsbam,  Westwinch, 
and  Holkham,  in  our  said  county  of  Norfolk,  or  any- 
where elsewhere,  which  formerly  were  any  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  said  hospital,  however  before  this 
time  called  or  reputied,  and  which  had  not  indeed  though 
not  by  the  law  alienated,  bargained  apd  sold  by  the  prior, 
brethren  and  sisters  of  the  said  hospital,  and  of  which 
his  Highness  from  the  b^inning  of  his  reign  had  not  taken 
i|py  yearly  profits,  revenues,  or  rents.— And  further  w 
do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  governors,  &c«  To  have, 
hold,  and  enjoy  all  the  aforeiwid  premisses,  together 
with  court-ket,  frank-pledge,  liberties,  franchises, 
goods  and  chattels  waved  of  felons  as  well  as  felo  de  se, 
as  of  all  other  fdcms,  fugitives,  out-lawxies^  and  taken 
in  exigent,  or  in  any  other  lawful  way,  right  or  title, 
they  shall  be  convicted,  condemned,  extrahur  d^ands 
and  all  rights,  jurisdiction,  franchises,  liberties,  pri- 
vileges, commodities,  advantages,  possessions,  emolt|« 
ments  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  as  fully,  freely, 
nod  abscdutely  i^i  any  prior,  brethren  and  sisters,  as  well 
3v  9 
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sound  ks  $(ek,  ever  bad,  held,  or  enj^jrea  herelofoie, 

&c To  have^  hold,  and  enjoy  alt  the  priyileges  afore^ 

said  to  the  only'  use  and  behoof  of  them  the  said  gov- 
ernors, &c.  in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual  alms,  for  all 
rents,  servicer,  claims,  and  demands  whatsoever^  to  be 
rendered,  paid,  or  done  to  us  our  heiri  &c.  And  we 
do  lilew&e  give  and  grant  unto  theiii  all  and  singular, 
issues,  fines,  rents,  reveui^es,  annual  {Profits  whatsoever, 
of  ail  and  singular  the  premises  aforesaid,  whatsoever 
due  before  the  gtant  of  tbese  Letters  Patent,  or  with« 
in  60  yeats  last  past  without  giving  any  account  of  the 
sune.     And  further  we,  our  heir^,  &c«  will  for  ever 
acquit,  exonerate,  and  Jteep  indemnified  to  the  said  gov- 
trmors,  &;c.   all  and  singular  ^le  premises  afopresiud,  a* 
gainst  us  bifr  heirs  &c.  of  and  from  coridies,  rents, 
fcesy   ahnual  pensions,   portioiut  and  sons  of  money 
whatsoever,  &c. 

^  Anidwewittandstraitly  ehaifgeQurTreaairer,  ChoB- 
cellor^  and  Barons  of  our  £xche(}U€ar,  the^ir  ^eirs  and  sue* 
cessoiis,  and  all  other  our  Reoeiveifs,  Auditors,  Officeis 
and  Ministers  whatsoever,  vipon  producing  diese  oar 
Letters  Patents j  6i  the  enroliment  ^ereof.  without  aoiq^ 
'other  Bfeve  or  Warrant  from  us>  that  they  makae  or 
cause  to  be  made  to  the  said  governors  &c.  a  fiiB  and 
plenary  dischar^  of  all  the  ccirodies,  fees  ice:  what- 
soever, for  wbiJeh  these  our  Letters  Patents  shaU  bb  to 
*them  a  sufficient  wantint  cmd  disehatge.~And  we  will 
and  grani  that  these  our  Letters  Stents  and  the  enroll- 
ment  thereof  shall  be  in  ^U  ih|ng8  as  firm,  toongasd 
good,  sufficient  and  effectual  in  law  against  vs,  901 
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bcirs  &c.  in  aU  our  courtf  imuI  elsewhere  yfiihixk  oi^f 
kkgdom  of  England,  ivithout  any  fittther  cqofimiatioDi 
licence,  or  toleration  from  u»  or  pur  succefisors  to  ^Q 
prcNCured  or  obtained.— Notwithstiinding  tl^  miiiiaia- 
iog,  niii>reciting^  or  not  reciting  the  aforesaid  pcenusses 
by  these  iietters  Patents,  Or  the  not  finding  only  the  cf* 
fice  Qr  inqakition  of  the  premisses  or  any  parcel  therepf 
whereby  our  title  ought  to  be  found  beiore  the  igakiAg 
of  tliese  our  Letters  Patents,  Or  the  miSFeciting  or  mis- 
naming, or  not  reciting  or  not  naming  any  demise  or  ^ 
^rant  of  the  premisses  or  any  pari  thereof,  on  reovd 
or  not  on^record,  or  any  way  i^fhatsoeTer.  before  tbiil 
grant:— Or  the  misnaming  or  not  naming  any.  village^ 
hamlet,  parish,  race,   or  county,  in  which  the  pre* 
int9$e8  or  any  part  thereof  be:  —Or  the  full,  true,  and 
certain  mention  of  the  nanws  of  the  tenemeiits,  formers, 
occupiers  of  the  premisses  or  any  part  thereof^  --Or  an^ 
defect  in  the  certainty,  account,  or  declaration  of  the 
true  yearly  valae  of  the  same  as  aforesaid: — or  any  other 
defects  in  not  imming  aright  any  one  tenement,  fiurmer, 
or  occupier  Sec.  or  the  statute  made  ii^  parliament  in  the 
first  year  of  the  late  king  Edward  YI^  oar  predeces- 
sor, or  the  statute  made  in  parliament  in  the  ISth  yeai 
of  the  late  kin^  Henry  Ylll.  our  progenitor. 

<*  And  further  we  will,  straitly  charge  and  command 
ihe  aforesaid  governors  &c.  t^at  they  expend,  conrert, 
and  apply  all  and  eyery  the  premisses  aforesaid  towards 
the  relief  and  maintenance  of  ttie  master  and  poor  of  the 
said  hospital,  and  for  the  repairition  and  defence  of  all 
-wad  aoguhr  the  premisses  aforesaid,  and  to  no  other 
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use  and  purpose  whatsoever.  —Yet  so  that  express  men* 
tion  be  raade  of  the  true  yearly  vahie,  or  certainty  of 
tlie  premisses  or  afiy  part  of  them,  or  any  gxAs  or  <^ranfs 
made  before  this  time  by  us  or  any  of  our  predecessors  to 
the  governors  aforesaid  and  their  successors,  or  any 
statutes,  acts^  ordinance,  provision  or  restriotion  to  the 
contrary  before  thb  had  made  published  or  ordauied  in 
any  thing  cause  of  matter  whatsoever  notwithstanding.  — 
hi  Testimony  whereof  we  have  cau^  these  our  Letters 
to  be  made  Patents.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster 
this  9!?d.  day  of  April  in  the  year  oi  ova^  reign  of  Kng<t 
hnd,  France^  and  Ireland  t)ie  9th.  and  of  Scotland 
the44tii. 

Per  Breve  deprixato  sigiUo^ 

^<  After  the  grant  aforesaid^  the  mayor  and  aldermea 
endeavoured  by  all  fair  means,  to  prevail  with  the  con« 
cealers  and  usurpers  of  the  many  lands,  9cc.  to  yiel4 
and  deliver  up  the  quiet  possession  thereof  to  them,  the 
laid  governors,  without  suit  in  law;  but  not  able  to 
succeed  therein,  they  thereupon  exhibited  a  bill  of  com. 
plaints  into  [m]  the  High  Court  of  Chancery^  against 
those  who  withheld  the  same,  and  had  likewise  gotten 
into  their  ^ands  sundry  Deeds,  Evid^ncesj  Writings 
Charters,  Copies  of  Court  Rolls,  and  Muniments,  con- 
cerning the  said  Hospital,  for  about  thirty  years  before 
the  king*^  majesty's  Letters  Patents:  whose  names  aie 
a3  follow,  viz.  Sir  Philip  Wood^ouse;  Thomas  Tho- 
resbie  £sq.  Henry  Bastard,  pent.  Henry  Baker,  Gent. 
Thomas  Baxter;  Robert  Ander^n;  Richard  Cross; 
JefFerie  Pell;  Robert  Large;  Robert  TrpUopi  WiU^ 
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iam  Simpson,  clerk;  RobertSay,junr;  Robert Spence, 
Gent.  Robert  Webster;  William  CoIIis,  ab Glover:— 
Who  having  given  in  their  several  answers  to  the  said 
billy  an  order  was  mode  by  the  court,  that  the  complain- 
ants should  set  down  in  writings  the  particular  lands 
and  fold  courses  by  them  claimed,  together  with  the 
evidences  for  proof  thereof,  that  the  same  belonged  to 
the  said  hospital,  and  how  much  the  defendant^  have 
of  those  lands  in  their  several  posscssioi^,  &c.  which 
they  did  as  followelh" —  [The  lands,  &c.  in  question, 
arc  then  particularly  specified  and  described,  being 
chiefly  in  East  and  West  Lexbam,  and  Dunham  and 
Gay  wood.  They  are  denominated  ^^  Lands  of  the  Le^ 
persy  or  Spittle  lands,  pertaining  to  the  brethren  and 
sisters  of  the  House,  called  The  Spittle,  upon  the 
cawsey  between  Lynn  and  Gay  wood"— the  whole  a« 
mounting  to  305  acres— The  complainants  having  thus 
specified  their  claims,  the  suit  went  on.] 

<<  After  divers  heuifigs  on  both  sides,  in  the  high  court 
of  Chancery,  for  about  four  years  together,  the  plai|i- 
ti&  being  prepared  to  move  the  lord  chancellor  with  all 
speed  fi>r  a  decree,  and  for  their  costs  and  damages,  Sic 
Philip  Woodhouse  defendant,  (who  had  most  of  ih^ 
lands.  Sec.  in  his  hands,)  solicited  and  intreated  Sir  H. 
Hobart,  knt.  and  bart.  Lord  chief  justice  of  the  Com- 
mon  Pleas,  to  bear  and  determine  the  cause  betw«)en 
them,  which  being  consented  to  by  the  plaintifis,  his 
lordship  gave  his  opinion,  that  the  plaintifis  had  right 
to  all  the  lands  and  foldcourses,  in  the  boundary  before 
aifntioned,  in  such  wuiner  as  they  have  been  claimed 
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'by  them,  excej^g  iht  messuage  Watni,  mid  5  ucna 
(hereantO  ikdjoining.  And  therefore  to  preveot  farther 
Bttit  and  expences  on  both  sides,  his  lordship  adyised 
Si\r  Ph.  Woodhoase  to  suffer  that  which  be  could 
not  contradict,  viz.  that  a  decree  should  pass  of  all  the 
huids  and  foldcourses  (except  as  before  excepted)  for 
the  plaintifis,  as  in  law  and  equity  it  ought  to  be  s  b«t 
trithal  mediated  and  intrealed  the  counsel  of  the  plaio- 
tifis^  in  behalf  bf  the  said  8ir  Ph.  that  in  r^ard  so 
much  bf  the  lands  and  fold  courses  as  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  Sir  Philip,  did  lye  so  intermixed  with  his 
lands,  it  would  be  a  g^eat  annojrance  to  him,  and  little 
profit  to  the  plaintiffk,  if  the  tome  were  severed,  that 
therefore  it  would  please  the  plaintiff's  counsel  to  con- 
sent that  the  plaintiffs,  aft^r  tiie  decree  passed,  should 
Inake  a  lease  to  him  of  the  premises  aforesaid  for  99 
years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  16/.  viz.  tbdr  foldcouraes 
at  East  Lexham^  being  in  his  possessfon  for  lOL  per 
annum,  and  all  their  grounds  in  West  Lexham  and 
great  Ouhhamj  also  in  his  possession  ad  St.  6d.  for 
every  acre  per  annum,  end  that  the  said  Sir  PhiUp 
Woodfaouse  should  be  discharged  of  all  the  rents,  issues, 
and  profits  of  the  said  lands  and  fold  courses,  for  the 
'time  past;  whereof  the  phmtiflTs  counsel  agreed,  and 
promised  to  procure  the  same,  which  condusiea  on 
bodi  sides  being  made  known  the  next  df^  to  the  lord 
Chancellor,  by  the  plantiff's  counsel,  his  lordship  apon 
their  motion,  ordered  and  decreed  their  possession  of 
the  said  lands  and  foldcourses,  unto  the  plantiff^s,  not 
having  any  relation  to  the  said  agreement  madebefovo 
the  Lord  chief  justice^  m  afoiesaid)  saving  in  the  ex« 
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ception  before  excepted^  and  ia  the  omitting  of  damages 
and  costsy  which  was  promised  in  the  last  order. 

^^Aflerwards,  that  is,  upon  tlie  feast  day  of  the  de^ 
collation  of  St.  John  Baptist,  next  following,  Sir  Philip 
Woodhoose  came  to  Lynn,  and  in  the  presence  of  John 
Spence,  then  Mayor,  Thomas  Oxburgh  Esq.  recorder, 
the  aldermen  and  the  rest  of  the  Society  then  assembled 
in  the  common  council  house,  the  said  Sir  Philip  did 
bring  the  draught  of  a  Lease,  (perused  by  ike  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Hobart,  of  the  Spittle  fold  course  of  East 
Lexham,  and  of  the  lands  which,  by  the  mediation  of 
the  said  lord  chief  justice,  were  to  be  demised  by  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  to  the  said  Sir  Philip,  a  copy  of 
which  being  formally  delivered  to  the  said  mayor,  &c. 
tliey  caused  the  same  (o  be  engrossed  on  a  pair  of  Inden- 
tures to  that  purpose,  bearing  date  17.  May,  1615,  then 
last  past,  (upon  which  day  the  last  order  for  the  decree 
was  made)  ^hich  Indentures  were  openly  read,  seal- 
ed, and  delivered  interchangeably  in  the  said  council 
house  the  said  day  of  the  decollation,  beuig  the  elec- 
tion day  for  the  succeeding  mayor.  The  said  Sir 
Ph.  sent  a  fat  buck,  and  gave  his  honouraUe  promise, 
that  he  and  his  heirs  should  every  year  after,  during 
the  time  of  his  Lease,  give  a  like  fat  buck  to  every 
mayor  for  the  time  being  towards  their  festival  upon  the 
said  day;  which  was,  for  sometime,  faithfully  per- 
formed.—About  a  year  after  a  Lease  was  granted  by 
the  mayor,  &c.  of  all  those  their  fold  courses,  foldage, 
and  sheep  pasture  in  the  town  of  great  Dunham  for  290 

3  w 
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sheep,  to  be  goeing,  fed,  and  depastured  in  and  upon 
all  the  common,  and  common  pasture  fields  and  arable 
grounds  there,  as  well  demesnes  as  otherwise,  ancient- 
ly accustomed,  to  Sir  Thomas  Hc^an,  Henry  Bastard, 
Henry  Barker,  Thomas  Baxter,  Thomas  Barton,  for 
«1  years,  ftom  Lady  day  1616,  for  10/.  per  annum, 
free  and  clear  from  all  manner  of  quit  rents  and  charges 
whatsoerer.  Both  which  sheep  walks,  with  the  lands 
thus  demised,  were  anciently  in  Lease  to  the  lords  of  the 
knanor  of  East  Lexham,  from  the  old  hospital,  under  th^ 
yearly  rent  of  20s,  id.  as  appears  by  two  ancient  rent- 
als, [copies  of  which  are  preserved  in  Mr.  King's  MS. 
and  are  hare  given  in  the  note  below.  ♦]— The  flocks  of 

•  For  the  WHOIB  tear MawdlTJJ,  on  tht  Cawsey  hetmeen  Ljn 

mtd  GitfviMd  '•  '♦ 

Im^ritftts^  OfMr.ThoTesby,forStyer*iMaTsh xx.         0. 

hem.  Of  fJich.  Newgate  of  Holkluni,for  5  acrcf  of  meadow  J   .. 

in  the  same  town,  for  a  year J 

Item^  OfWm.  Clarke  of  Wotten,  for  one  acre  ofjiasture   1  ,^ 

nigh  Holme's  dale  in  Caywood:    pay  by  the  year $      ". 

i»m.  Of  Winter  and  Goodwio,of  Rouncton.for  1 1  acres  of  | 

pasture  in  Sechie;  who  pay  by  :he  year i 

//#«,  Of  Robt.  Jerviss,  for  a  ffish  bale,  lying  in  the  north   1 

sroarsh;  who  payeth  by  the  year » 

Ittmf  Of  Sir  Nicholas  L>strang«  knt.  for  two  sheep  -% 

courses  and  other  lands,  lying  in  West  Lekham,  East  >xziii.      u§. 

Lexham,  and  Dunhata;  who  payeth  by  the  year 3 

7/nw,  Of  Thomas  Brown  of  Lynn>  for  a  meadow  lying  in 

xt.         0. 


5. 


Gaywood;  who  payeth  every  half  year,  x/ 

//At,  Of  Philip  Bailie,  for  4  acres  of  meadow,  lying  on  -j 

the  west  side  of  Mawdlin,  and  pays  by  the  half  year»  Vzxtig.        0. 

xxf.  [qu.  xii'.j „ J 

Ttem,  Of  Robt.  Hobbs,  now  in  the  tenure  of  Mr.  Gravec,  1 

for  a  meadow  lying  in  Caywood,  paying  quarterly,  t/...  J  **• 
//rw.  Of  Thomas  Miller,  of  Lynn,  for  a  meadow  lying  on  1 
•       thesideof  the  high  way,  who  payeth  quarterly  iii.  tii,    J    ** 
^ihmt  In  the  compass  of  Con^bam,  7  roods  of  Hebbe  ^ 

land,  lying  in  Congham:  pay  by  the  year  one  bushel  (mod.  brasIL 

of  malt «,...•«•.••« J 
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ilie  lords  of  Dunham  went  and  were  depastured  in  and 

upon  the  common  of  Dunham — as  more  appeareth  bjan 

ancient  survey  upon  oath,  both  of  the  freehold  andeopy 

3  w  2 

Tttm^  Of  Mr.  Fr  Bastardy  for  a  close  lying  without  Gan-  \       t.        d: 

iiock  gate,  payeth  every  half  year  x?u.  v\^d 3  W*Mi.     liy. 

//«w,  Of  Robt.  Janris  of  Lynn,  for  a   meadow  next  the  j 

Lord*8  close  in  Gaywood,  paying  by  the  year...«.,«.. >  ***•     "*^ 

The  following  statement  from  a  paper  published  by  Fmrkim^  and  wriu 
ten,  as  he  took  it,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  may  be  here  subjoined,  a^ 
it  may  cast  some  further  light  on  the  sUte  of  the  possessions  of  this 
Hospital  at  that  period— "Robert  Wylson  master  of  this  house,  roar^- 
rled  Isabel,  Ute  wife  of  Thoous  Hesket  late  master— hath  six  acres 
joinii^g  to  the  said  house  now  in  their  lumds,  which  is  all  that  they 
hare  in  occupation  in  their  own  hands.— —Also  Mr.  Thorisbye  occu- 
pies one  marsh  lying  in  Geywo4p  and  Myntlyn,  the  old  rent  thereof 
was  20/  pgr  aniumf  at  least,  and  he  is  to  have  of  the  bouse  for  renu  be- 
longing to  the  manor  of  Gey  wode  42x.  Bd.  per  «vffvjii.-— ^Mr.  Spence 
occupies  one  close  lying  in  Gannock,  which  is  called  10  acres,  but  ia 
truth  is  14  acres  at  the  least,  and  he  pays  but  33/.  and  4^.  psr  znimm. 
——Park  of  Holme  holdeth  11  acres  in  Sechyth,  and  pays  but  33/.  4/. 
pfTuvoiwi^  well  worth  4/.  13/  ^d^ptr  ouaim.— ^>AIso  Mr.  Strange  hath 
a  fold  course  and  lands  in  Lexham,  which  wont  to  pay  to  the  said  house 
23/. /#r  tf«iMi,and  by  the  space  of  SO  years  hath  f  remained]  unpaid, 
and  by  the  report  of  ihem  that  know  it,  it  is  well  worth  4/.  fgr  anrntm, 
r-^Other  lands  in  Congham  and  Creake  Abbey,  the  value  where- 
of is  not  yet  made,— —Also  Wrothes  of  Gaywode  holdeth  one  pigthtle 
worth  6/.  per  emnum^  and  pays  nothing.— //mi,  one  dose  or  pigtlUe 
lying  in  Gey  wode  by  South  Wotton,  hath  been  let  for  %r,  per  anmaitt 
but  now  none  will  give  above  3/.  or  2/.  fid,  per  awiuM,  ■  //gw,  One 
rede  dole  in  Geywode  containing  8  acres,  the  old  rent  is  8/.— £r«)*, 
Mr.  Pell  ocoupieth  3  i^ues.by  ^he  house  ^  the  old  rent  was  10/.  and 

now  20/. Item,  Thenias  Gybson  of  Lynne  occupies  one  close  of  3 

acres  by  the- house;  the  old  lent  was  SOr.  now  40/.*— Vif#«»  He  occu- 
pies . .  .  acres  \yiBg  by  Maudelyi^  Bank,  and  pays  24/.  per  eaumm,  and 
it  is  worth  50/.-i— ///>«,  two  acres  by  Derslngham  Lane,  worth  iOt,per 
enmm,  the  oU  rent  10/.— //m.  In  Geywode  fen  S  acres,  the  old  rent 
€/.  now  15/.  per  dJinifn.— ^Roger  Lauson  has  an  acie  and  a  half,  old 
rent  10/.  now  26/.  8</.  per  Mmm.-^^Slx  acres  lying  by  S^ters  Load  ; 
the  old  rent  10/.  now  20/.  per  annum. ^^^Item,  A  whole  piece  there,  and 
pays  4/.  6</./*r  anr.um.—^fttm,  5  acret  in  Narford,  old  nent  9d.  npw 
Si*  bem,  5  acres  in  Hockold,  let  for  2/.  per  anaum,  worth  5/.  **— *^ 
1$^  Parkin  148.] 
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bold  taiants,  made  ia  the  4th  Edwaid  2»  whicb  ib  ia 
the  hands  of  Hei^ry  Bastard,  Gent,  now  [i.e.  about 
1724.]   Lord  of  the  manor  of  Great  Dunham:  [a  true 
copy  of  which  is  subjoined:  it  is  in  latin,  and  too  long 
to  be  inserted  here,  as  itfilk  near  four  folio  pages.—-— 
After  some  recapitulation,  by  way  of  summary,   of  the 
above  account,  the  writer  proceeds  to  treat  of  the  then 
present  state  of  the  hospital  (i.e.  now  near  a  100  years 
ago)  and  he  observes  again,  <Hbat  the  house  was  first 
granted  by  the  founder  for  the  society  of  a  prior  and  IS 
men  and  women,  called  brethren  and  sister s^  by  which 
last  style  and  title  it  was  again  newfounded  by  the  afore 
said  Letters  Patents  of  K.  James  I.  as  appears  by  the 
6th  paragrapli  thereof.    But  this  mixture  or  medley 
of  sexes  being  not  afterwards  well  and  rightly  approved 
of,  it  have  been  since  thought  necessary  to  alter  and 
change  the  same  *  and  instead  thereof  to  establish  m  m^ 
terhood  onljf^  cpnsisting  of  ^  master  and  eleven  poor 
widows,  f  who  have  formerly  lived  well  and  creditably 
in  the  world;  but  are  not  usually  admitted  under  the 
ageof  sixty.  *'j:— The  above  account  was  probably  ta« 
ken  from  the  MS*  vdlum  book^  which  Parkin  mentions, 
S  and  is  supposed  still  to  exist  among  the  town  archives. 
It  appears  to  have  been  written  in  I6I7,  under  the  sane* 
tion  of  the  then  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  and  be^rs 
date  on  St.  John's  day  that  year,  when  John  WalUs  was 
mayor,  RkhardSt(mham^mdijote\eci^Thonuti  Qx\kuxgh^ 

*  We  cannot  leatn  when  this  change  took  place. 

t  A  tlderhooJ  on^f^  consisting  of  a  mmttrf  &c.  has  somewhat  of  an  hi* 
bernian  sound. 

X  Mif'  King*s  MS.  volume.  §  FarkiDi  14jr« 
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recorder,  and  the  foilowiog  made  up  (he  remainder  of 
the  then  magistrates,  or  aldermen,  viz.  Thomas  Baker, 
Thomas  Gibson^  John  Spence^  Matthew  Clerk,  Joh^ 
Atkj/Uy  Thomas  Soamcy  John  WormeU^  Thomas  Ldghr 
ton^  William  Doughtj/,  William  AiJ^yn^  and  Tkomc$ 
Gurlyn. — As  these  seem  to  be  the  persons  ubo  had  been 
so  active,  a  tew  years  before, in  recovering  the  lands  be* 
longing  \jo  our  Magdalen  Hospital,  and  in  promoting 
the  reestablishmeut  and  perpefuatiun  of  that  chviritj, 
their  names  are  worthy  of  being  kept  in  remembrance ; 
for  they  certainly  deserved  well  of  their  country,  and 
especially  of  the  town  of  X^ynn.  The  above  law-suit, 
which  they  so  successfully  carried  on,  appears  to  have 
been  one  ot  the  most  justifiable  and  commendable  of  any 
that  this  corporation  has  ever  been  engaged  or  concern* 
ed  in.  Some  of  our  corporation  law-suits  in  more  mod* 
em  times  were,  it  seems,  of  a  different  character. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  afler  the  date  of  king 
James'  Letters  Patents,  and  till  sometime  after  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  civil  wars,  things  went  on  well  with 
our  Magdalen  Hospital,  or  Gay  wood  Almshouse.  Its 
subsequent  history,  down  to  some  part  of  the  last  cen« 
tury,  b  given  by  Mackerell,  as  follows  ♦—"In  the  year 
1643  this  hospital  suffered  another  dissolution,  being 
purposely  burnt  down,  when  the  Earl  of  Manchester 
came  with  the  parliament  forces  to  besiege  the  town  of 
Lynn,  at  that  time  fortified,  and  standing  out  for  the 
fcing,  whereby  it  was  then  become  utterly  dissolved  fiwr 

•  It  is  Uken  from  Mr.  Kind's  MS.  tolume  almost  verbttioii  though 
mot  ilways  ia  the  exact  ord«r  in  ubi^hi  it  there  suu4s* 
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Bome  time.— But  in  the  year  1649  the  corporation  bein; 
obliged  to  build  it  anew,  which  is  very  commodioihlj 
done^as  it  now  appears,  with  twocourts,  *  a  chapeljood 
convenient  apartments  for  the  master,  brethren,  and  sis* 
ters  to  dwell  in,  it  was  thought  fit  to  put  up  the  two 
following  Inscriptions  in  proper  places,  to  denote  the- 
'Occasion  of  this  last  disaster.  The  first  is  over  the  arch, 
upon  a  square  free  stone,  as  you  enter  into  the  secoiri 
court,  [and  reads  thus.] 


THIS  HOSPITAL  WAS    BURNT   DOWN 

AT    LYNN   SIEGE,    AND    REBUILT 
1649,     NATH.    MAXEY     MAYOR,    ANB 

EDW.  ROBINSON  Alderman  and  Treasurer. 


[The  other]  inscription,  with  the  arms  of  the  corpo- 
ration in  a  shield  over  it,  is  engraven  on  a  marble  stone, 
which  is  affixed  over  the  portal  next  the  road,  [audit 
as  follows.] 


THOMAS   RIVET,   MAYOB,, 
ANNO    1650.    £.    R. 


*^Thus  after  divers  revolutions  we  now  see  it  again c- 
rected,  established,  and  committed  to  the  care  and  oao- 

•  There  are  not  properiy  two  coorto:  the  space  between  theportil 
and  the  proper  courts  consists  of  two  rows  of  little  ^rdens  dhided  bj 
the  walk|  or  eatraoce  into  the  said  court. 
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agement  of  two  of  the  elder  aldermen  of  the  corpora* 
tion,  cbosen  and  appointed  annually  from  among  the 
rest  of  their  brethren,  the  governors,  for  that  purpose; 
^ho  with  their  joint  advice  and  consent,  ordain  rules 
and  orders  for  the  better  guidance  and  direction  of  th^ 
society ;  as  may  be  seen  fairly  written  in  a  Table  hang- 
ing constaiiUy  up  in  the  chapel,  whereby  every  one 
of  the  members  is  obliged  to  be  present  to  hear  divine 
service  daily  read  by  the  Master,  after  the  tolling  of  the 
bell,  and  not  to  neglect  their  duty  in  attending,  (unlesy 
upon  just  cause  to  be  given  to  the  master)  under  the  pe« 
nalty,  or  mulct  prescribed  in  the  said  order* — The  im- 
pirovement  ot  the  lands  and  revenues  of  the  hospital 
have  been  so  tar  advanced  of  late  [1724]  by  the  provi- 
dent and  prudent  management  of  the  two  last  worthy 
gentlemen,  the  two  deputed  governors*  thereof,  that  the 
poor  have  now  an  addition  to  their  former  salaries,  of 
twelve  pence  per  week  to  the  master,  and  sixpence  to 
each  of  the  women,  or  sisters;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  may  in  a  little  time  be  yet  further  advanced*  *  — 

*  At  the  time  referred  to  above,  that  is,  about  I72O9  or  1724,  the  al- 
lowauces  to  the  pensioners  residing  in  the  said  house,  wermas  follow, 

/.         /.         J. 

To  the  Maater  of  the  HospiUl,  per  week 0.        4.        6« 

To  eleven  poor  widowf  per  week,  at  2/.  6J.  each 1.        7.        6. 

To  the  Master  f  early,  one  Chalder  and  half  of  coals...!.      10.        Q, . 
To  eleven  widows  yearly,  one  Chalder  of  coals  each...l  1 .        0.        0. 

For  15  Sheaves  of  Sedges  to  the  Master  for  kindling U.        2.        6« 

For  10  Sbeares  to  each  of  the  Sisters  (in  all  110) 0.      18.        4. 

Total.        £96.      14.      10. 

.  :■       ■■  I  .111^ 

Besides  repairs  and  other  contingencies.^*  [See  Mr.  King*s  MS.  and 
Mackerell. 

From  the  above  period  to  the  present  titne,  the  weekly  allowanor  to 
ih<»  master  and  sister*  has  been  gradually  advancing,  but  not  ia  pVopor* 
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The  paiish  chardi  ^%hich  they  are  appoiated  io  resort 
to  on  Sundays,  is  (hat  of  GayAvood,  in  i^liich  [parish] 
thig  hospital  is  situated,  \iliere  they  have  a  convenient 
J^w,  purposely  provided  for  them  to  sit  in  :  but  they 
'may  go  tb  any  other  church  or  chapel  at  liynn,  or  eke* 
where,  when  and  as  often  as  they  please.  *-So  much  shall 
BUflioe  to  have  been  spoken  of  this  ancient  hospital,  be- 
ing without  the  walls  and  limits  of  (he  borough  of  king^s 
LyttO)  (hough  ^vholly  depending  on  the  corporation 
thcie/t 

tionto  the  advance  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  at  least  not 
«»  during  the  present  reign,  mnd  especially  this  Utter  part  of  it.  For 
the  last  k(iy  jears  the  weekly  allowance  of  the  nsters,  has  been  from 
Sr.  &/.  or  4>.  to  5;.  till  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  [1810] 
when  it  wa«  advanced  from  bt,  to  7/  and  the  master^s  allowance  ftom 
7/.  to  lOf.— -This  pleasing  change  in  the  situation  of  these  pension- 
ers has  been  ascribe^  to  the  laudable  and  humane  exertions  of  the  pre- 
sent acting  governor  and  treasurer,  Bdmujid  Rttfft  EltJtm  Etq.  who  is 
•apposed  to  have  ac juuted  himself,  in  thh  situation,  more  respectably 
andcommendably  than  any  of  his  predccessv^rs,  for  the  last  fifty  yean 
flt  least.  Bf'Sidcs  advancing  the  weekly  allowance  of  the  pensioners,  he 
baaalsoput  the  ho^piul  itself  and  premises  in  a  state  of  thorough  re- 
patr,at  the  cxpence  uf  400/  or  more.  All  this  he  has  been  enabled  to 
accomplish  by  advancing  the  rent  of  the  lands  according  to  their  pro- 
tent  value :  and  it  is  expected  that  he  will  be  able  soon  to  make  an 
Additional  au^^mentatiun  to  the  weekly  altowance  and  comforts  of  the 
|ioor  pensioners,  whose  concerns  he  so  laudably  superintends.  Till 
lie  was  appoiftted  to  this  situation  their  condition  was  very  miserable, 
And  every  year  getting  worse  and  worse,  with  little  or  no  hope  of  amend- 
ment. In  short,  Alderman  Elsden,  in  the  character  of  acting  govern* 
or  and  treasurer  of  our  Magdalen  Hospital,  has  deserved  well,  not  only 
of  the  peusionf*rs  of  that  house,  but  also  of  the  public  at  large.  His 
tucottsors  it  u  hoped  will  not  fail  to  profit  by  his  praiseworthy  examples 
and  it  is  to  be  wished  that  the  managers  of  all  similar  charities  would 
make  a  point  of  acting  in  like  manner.  Very  different,  indeed,  by  all 
Accounts,  has  been  the  conduct  of  too  many,  if  not  of  most  of  those 
entrusted  with  the  superintendence  and  management  of  our  charitable 
institutions  throughout  the  kingdom,  by  which  they  have  proved  thenu 
,Belyes  utterly  tmworthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  render- 
ed their  very  names  and  memories  detestable  in  the  eyes  of  all  honest 

t  Mackereily  194,  dc 
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From  the  date  of  the  above  account  (which  seems  to 
be  brought  down  to  1737,  when  Mackerell's  work  was 
published)  to  the  present  time,  our  information  con- 
cerning  the  said  hospital  is  not  so  correct,  particular, 
or  ample  as  we  could  wish. — It  appears  howerer,  that 
divers  changes  have  taken  place  from  time  to  time  since 
king  James's  grant  was  obtained:  first  from  a  mixed 
society  of  brethren  and  sisters  to  ihatof  m/ers  onfyi  at 
first,  it  seems,  these  sisters  were  to  be  a//  widows^  but 
latterly  there  is  said  to  have  been  a  departure  from  that 
plan,  and  old  maids  have  been  admitted,  in  some  instan- 
ces, as  well  as  widows;  which  seems  not  at  all  objection^ 
able.  Changes  also,  of  course,  there  have  been  in 
the  weekly  allowances  of  the  respective  pensioners;  but 
not  (at  least  during  the  present  reign)  in  proportion  to 
the  changes  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Halt 
a  Crown  a  week,  which  was  the  allowance  a  hundred 
years  ago,  was  to  the  full  as  good  as  ten  or  twelve  shil- 
lings a  week  now:  and  yet  the  poor  women  during  any 
part  of  this  long  jubilee  reign  (when  the  skiBing  h2(S 
sunk  in  value  to  three-pence^  or  a  graatj  at  most)  never 
bad  above  five  shillings  a  week,  till  the  commencement 
of  the  present  year:  Nor  had  they  been  long  in  the  re* 
ceipt  of  even  so  much  as  five  shillings,  or  more  than  four 
and  sixpence  a  week,  which  was  their  stated  allowance 
for  sometime  till  within  these  very  few  years.  They  must 
have  been,  therefore,  till  this  present  jear,  and  during 
most  part  of  this  long  reign  of  boasted  prosperity  and 
glory,  in  a  very  unenviable,  miserable,  ragged,  and 
half  starving  condition,  although  the  acting  governor 
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was  |;enerall^  a  man  of  fortune:  and  a  late  one  immenaey 
Ijso;  but  they  never  fare4  worse  than  undier  bis  iov 
spection,  for  his  humanity  or  charity  did  not  2|ppear  to 
be  commensurate  with  his  wealth.  In  short  it  is  well 
for  these  poor  pensioners  that  the  acting  government  of 
their  house  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  a  geatlemsm 
that  seems  determined  to  do  them  justice,  and  promote 
thei|r  comfort  ^nd  happiness  to  the  utmost  of  his  povrer. 

As  to  the  four  L(tzar  Houses y  or  Lepers  Ilospitnk, 
^id  to  have  b^n,  suppressed  here  at  the. general  dis« 
solution,  it  is  likely  that  qne  of  them  was  attached  to, 
or  connected  with  our  Magdalen  Hospital,  for  it  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  partlj/  founded  for  utjsound  or  le« 
prous  persons.  This  therefore  may  be  supposed  to  have 
beea  one  of  those  four  suppressed  housns.  Of  the  other 
tbre^,  one  was  projbabl^  at  West  Lynn,  one  at  Cow-^ 
gQlty  and  ^hc  other  a^t  Hardjpick.  The  disease,  for 
the  relief  of  those  afQicted  ^ilh  which  these  houses  were, 
founded,  is  sa^d  iq  have  been  introduced,  or  brought 
firopi  the  East  into  this  country,  and  to,  Europe,  by  the 
madbrained  crusaders.^  who  became  many  ways  9  ter- 
rible grievance  and  IH»t  to  their  respective  countries 
and  nations.  It  was  a  proof,  certainly,  of  the  humapity 
of  our  cpuptrymen,  in  tho^e  times^  that  houses  were 
erected  and,  endowed  for  the  reception  andrelief  of  per<t, 
sons  afflipted  with  so  grievous  axid  incurable  a  disorder^ 
5o  little  do  we  know  about  the  order,  or  economy,  or 
laws  of  these  La^r  Houses^  th^t  we  mast  here,  necgir 
t>arjlv  dismiss  the  ?ijbjectj 
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or  tiie  JlospUal  of  St.  Lawrente  very  little  is 
known,  except  that  it  ^as  one  of  the  four  Lazar  houses 
and  sfood  at  Hardwick,  or  Uerdwyk  DaiUj  as  Par- 
kin calls  it.  He  says  that  in  the  Ilth.  of  Edward  IIL 
Matthew  JHerlewine  conveyed  by  fine  and  trust  to 
Thomas  Durannt,  parson  of  Clencbwarton,  William 
Duraunt  of  South  Lynn,  and  John  Kervyle  of  Wygen** 
hale  (along  wi(h* other  possessions)  the  advowsOn  of  the 
hdspitul  of  St.  Lawrence  at  Herdwyk  Dam,  togetheV 
witfi  the  rents,  horange?,  services,  &c.  of  the  master 
of  <he  said  h  jspital,  of  the  prior  of  Wirmegey,  the  prior 
of  We.^tacre,  and  of  John  de  Lenn."— *Hc  alsdsays,  that 
John  Duraunt  Esq;  granted  to  Robert  Synkclere  and 
Agnes  his  wife  the  hospital,  or  house  of  lepars,  with 
the  chapel  of  St  Lawrence  situate  on  the  cawscy 
of  Hardwyk(?,  by  Lenne,  with  the  appertenances  for 
their  lives,  from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  in  27.  Henry 
VL  paying  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  every  bro- 
ther and  sister  entering  Into  the  said  hospital,  and  made 
by  the  said  Robert  and  Agnes,  20d.  and  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  said  John,  his  heirs  &c.  to  put  in  or  out, 
any  brother  or  sister  during  the  lives  of  the  aforesaid 
Robert  and  Agnes." — He  further  informs  us,  that  ^^in 
17.  Edward,  IV.  Edmund  Bedingfeld,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Hall  Place,  (in  the  hamlet  of  Seiche  Pafva, 
in  South  Lynn)  and  in  a  court  held  of  the  said  manor, 
grants  to  John  Norrisy  *  vicar  of  South  Lynn,  the 
scite  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Lawrence  (whichiVes  then 
burnt)  till  it  was  rebuilt."  % 

3x2 

*  The  builder  or  founder,  prolMibly,  ofihe  old  parsonage  howe  there, 
which  h«ts  the  name  still  over  the  door:  in  which  case^  that  houstf 
must  have  stood  between  d  and  400  years.         %  P&rkin  164,   16&. 
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Section  YIIT.  Of  the  Red  Mounts  ond  our  Lady's 
Chapel  there-^aUo  her  Chapel  by  the  Bridge  which  stilt 
bears  hernameSt.  AnrCs  Chapely  with  those  of  St. 
Catherine^  St.  Lawrence^  Sfc. 

From  the  particular  situation  of  the  Red  Mount,  (on 
Qie  outside  oii)i^  town-waits,  and  within  the  wet  loss 
which  flanked  those  walls^)  there  can  be  little  doubt  of 
its  being  once  a  small  fortress,  or  fortified  and  casteU 
lated  place ;  so  that  it  might  without  much  improprietjr 
be  denominated  a  castle.  What  will  further  conrobo* 
rate  this  opinion  is  a  fact  noticed  among  our  remark* 
able  or  memorable  occurences,  that  in  1469  king  Ed- 
ward IV.  came  to  Lynn  with  a  great  retinue,  and  was 
lodged  in  this  place;  from  which  it  may  be  very  natu* 
rally  inferred  and  concluded,  that  it  was  then  well  for- 
tified ;  for  the  king  in  his  then  situation,  (retreating 
before  Warwick,)  would  hardly  have  been  lodged  witliP 
out  the  walls  in  an  unfortified  place.  From  the  same  pi«- 
mises  it  may  be  likewise  fairly  inferred,  that  it  was  also 
a  large  unA  sumptuous  structure— Edward's  numerous 
retinue  requiring  it  to  be  of  the  former  description,  and 
his  royal  dignity  of  the  latter:  had  it  been  smedt  it 
could  not  have  accommodated  so  large  a  company,  aod 
had  it  been  mean^  the  king  would  not  have  been  lodged 
thcre^— *  But  however  strong,  large,  or  sumptuous  the 

•  Th«  tutbor  ©rihe  Norfolk  Tow,  spetking  of  the  Red  Mount,  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  said  king*s  visit  to  this  place  ^'Whxm, 
Edw.  IV.  and  his  brother,  the  duke  of  Gloster,  fled  before  the  great 
earlofWarjvick,  on  pacing  the  Washet  in  Lincolnshire,  at  an  im* 
proper  time,  they  lost  their  baggage  and  money}  and  arriving  at  Ljno^ 
October  8. 1470,  [other  accounu  say  1460]  legged  one  night  in  this 
building,  which  the  historian  erroneously  calls  a  ««///#.'»  [But  the  hi»» 
tofian  was,  perhaps,  more  correct  than  his  corrector.] 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


UI8T0EY    OF   LYNN.  555 

edifice  on  the  Red  Mount  then  was^  most  jof  it  has  ]ong 
ago  disappeared,  and  the  little  that  now  remains  is  chiefly 
the  chapel^  which  was  once  of  considerable  celebrity, 
but  is  now  in  a  dilapidated  state.  Of  this  curious  piece 
ot  antiquity,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  that  Lynn  can 
boast  of,  the  following  description  has  lately  appeared 
in  a  popular  and  respectable  work,  which  we  have  of- 
ten before  referred  to— <<At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
town  is  a  curious  ancient  building,  called  The  Lady's 
Chapel,  or  The  Red  Mount.  It  has  been  erroneous- 
ly named  a  castle^  but  is  evidently  an  ecclesiastical 
structure  t  It  consists  of  an  octagonal  wall  of  red  brick 
and  is  constructed  on  a  yery  singular  plan,  of  which, 
perhaps,  not  a  similar  example  is  to  be  found  in  the 
kingdom;.  Within  the  exterior  wall  is  a  handsome 
cruciform  chapel,  measuring  from  east  to  west  seventeen 
feet  seven  inches,  by  fourteen  from  north  to  south,  and 
thirteen  in  height.  The  roof  is  formed  of  stone,  with 
numerous  groins,  &c.  and  exactly  resembles  ih^  much 
admired  ceiling  of  King's  College  Chapel,  Cambridge. 
This  curious  building  is  in  a  dilapidated  state,  and  it 
is  much  feared  w  ill  soon  fall  a  victim  to  neglect  and  wan- 
tonness. Such  a  singular  edifice  should  be  carefully 
preserved,  and  as  the  expence  to  effect  this  would  be 
trivial,  it  is  hoped  the  corporation,  to  whom  it  belongs, 
will  not  neglect  it,  and  (hereby  entail  on  themselves  the 
perpetual  reproaches  of  history,  and  the  lasting  cen- 
sures of  antiquarian  record.  "I 

t  But  though  the  said  chapel  is  confessedly  an  ecclesratical  structure, 
there  might  be  once  about  it  erections  of  a  miliury,  or  castellated  chi. 
racier,  which  would  account  for  its  obtaining  the  name  of  a  autit, 
t  Beauties  of  England,  vol.  ai.  p.  89*^ 
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At  ^at  time  thi«  notable  fabrick  vt^  erected,  does 
tud  appear ;   but  we  may  pretty  safely  conclude  that  it 
was  at  a  period  subsequent  to  the  conquest,  and  per- 
liaps  not  before  the  iSlh  or  13th  century.     It  appears 
to  hare  been  dissolved,  or  laid  by,  at  the  reformation, 
and  it  was  defaced,  as  Parkin  says,  before  the  3rd.  of 
EHzabetfi.    As  there  has  been  little  or  no  attention  be- 
stowed upon  it  ever  since  that  time,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
tt  shotdd  b^  now  in  so  ruinous  a  state.     It  has  been  of- 
ten said  that  this  place  was,  in  its  day,  the  receptable  of 
the  pilgrims,  in  their  way  to,  and  from  Wabingham. 
If  so,  it  amounts  to  a  ^etty  good  proof,  that  it  was 
very  capacious,,  and  well  endowed,  or  furnished  with 
ample  revenues;  far  the  pilgrims  to  Wakingham,  like 
fliose  to  Loretto,   swarmed  on  all  the  roads  that  led 
thither;  bnt  on  no  road  more,  or  perhaps  so  much  as 
Uiat  through  Lynn,  as  all  the  devout  people  from  the 
northern  and  north  western  pads  of  the  kingdom  must 
have  passed  this  way,  perhaps  by  hundreds  at  a  time. 
That  house  must  have  been  both  large  and  wealthy,  that 
eould  lodge  and  entertain  such  hosts  of  travellers. — 
Another  reason  for  pilgrims  frequenting  our  chapel  on 
the  Mount  might  be,  because  there  was  there  also  an 
image  of  the  Virgin,  which  had  attained  to  some  ce- 
lebrity; not  indeed  like  that  at  Walsingham,  t  butevi- 

i*  Whit  led  to  the  great  celebrity  which  this  place  obtained  for  cto* 
turiet,  was  the  widow  lady  ofHicoUie  Faverr.ke$  founding,  about  1061,  a 
email  cia^el  in  honour  of  the  virgin  Miry,  similar  to  the  Sancta  Casa, 
at  Nazareth.  Her  son  confirtned  the  endowments,  made  an  addttioaal 
foundation  of  a  Priory  for  Augustine  canons,  and  erected  a  cmptmhui 
ekmrrJk.  At  the  dissolution,  the  annual  revenues  of  the  monastery  were 
▼alued,  according  to  Speed,  at  446A  14/.  4d.  That  }U  wealth  should 
have  been  immensely  great,  is  not  surprising,  when  the  fame  of  the 
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Alently  beyond  any  thing  of  the.kmd  a*  Lynn»  Wc 
n^ay  therefor^  be  very  sure  tliat  the  holy  trayelleis  to 
Wi^sin^hafii  would  pay  a  greater  regard  to  the  chapel 
of  our  Lady  ou  thq  M oujnt  than  to  any  othef  reUgioos 
place  in  this  town«  |t  has  been  oba^ved  before^  that 
the  o&rings  to  this  image  of  the  Virgip  tm  the  Mount 
/exceeded  someMmes  the  oflerings  to  all  out  other  ipMges 
and  in  all  our  other  religious  bouses  here^  numerooB  as 
tUey  were*  In,  sihort,  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  ia 
former  days  no  one  place  in  Lynn  was  of  greater  note 
ior  celebrity  than  the  Hed  Mount,  aod  espec^iallj  our 
I^ady^a  Chapel  and  Im^ge  there. 

Of  the  Chapel  of  our  Ladj/  on  the  Bridge^  we  know 
much  less  than  of  that  on  the  Mount,  though  our  know* 
ledge  of  the  latter  also  is  but  very  imperfect.  When 
the  former  was  erected,  whether  before  or  after  the  other, 
or  why  there  should  be  two  chapels  in  this  town  dedi* 
cated  to  the  Yirgin,  are  questions  which  we  are  nnad>fo 
to  resohre.  They  were  both  probably  more  ancient 
than  some  of  our  other  religious  houses:  but  they  were 
dissdved,  or  laid  by  at  the  same  thne  with  most  of  the 
tesU  They  were  probably  demolished  not  long  after, 
and  this  on  the  bridge  much  more  entirely  than  the  other., 

image  of^ar  Lidy  of  WyltUigham  is  tete*  int&  the  ■oeountj  fbr.it  was 
^t  much  frequented^  if  not  more,  than  the  shrine  of  St.  Thomas  % 
Beekety  at  Canterbury.  Foreignes  of  all  nations  came  Uilther  onpU« 
erimafe ;  manf  kin^  and  queens  of  Ent^land  also  paid  their  dftoin  t^ 
it;  to  that  the  number  and  quahty  of  her  devotees  appeared  to  equal 
fhoseof  the  Lady  ofLoretto,  in  Italy.—- The  celebrated  Erasroys  tepfe* 
jtents  it  as  a  place  of  such  transcendent  splendor  as  wo«ld  lead  on*  la 
suppose  it  the  seat  of  the  gods.  The  monks  had  eontrived  to  panuad^ 
many,  that  the  galaxy^  in  the  heavens  was  a  miraculous  indicatioD  o# 
the  W0;r  tothis  place::  hence  that  was  called  fiUhgkmm  Wuy^^ 
Beaut,  fngl.  zl.  3ia 
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Parkin  ^ays,  that  this  chapel  was  defaced  before  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  an  inquisition  taken 
in  her  third  year.  Our  Lady's  Gild  in  Lynn  had 
seemingly  some  coiu^ection  with  this  chapel,  as  well  as 
with  that  on  the  Mount;  but  we  know  too  little  of  the 
constitution  and  circumstances  of  that  ancient  fraternity 
to  pronounce  any  thing  positively  on  thb  head.  *  Some 
small  remains  of  this  chapel,  conrerted  into  a  little 
dwelling,  stood,  till  very  lately,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  bridge;  but  when  the  said  bridge  was  widened,  by 
order  of  the  paving-act  commissioners,  those  remains 
were  entirely  removed,  and  there  is  no  longer  one  stone 
upon  another  of  that  consecrated  and  venerated  fiibrick, 
or  the  least  sign  or  indication,  except  in  the-  name  of 
the  bridge,  that  such  an  edifice  ever  stood  there. — ^The 
modem  substitutes  for  this  and  the  other  ancient  chapels, 
I^ere  suppressed  and  demolished,  are  four  very  decent 
and  commodious  dissenting  meeting  houses;  one  in  New 
Conduit  Street,  one  in  Clough  Lane,  and  two  in  Broad 
Street;  all,  or  most  of  them,  at  present  pretty  well  at- 
tended. Of  each  of  which  a  particular  account  shall 
be  giren  in  the  course  of  this  work. 

^  Haying  again  touched  on  the  suhject  of  the  GiUg,  the  author  begt 
leave  here  to  correct  an  inaccuracy  or  error  that  etcaped  him  in  men- 
tioning St.  £thelrod*8  Gild  at  page  439.  It  now  appears  to  him  that 
this  (hitomity  took  iti  name  from  a  female  penonage,  named^A.  Eiid* 
^sda;  and  he  hat*  since  the  ahote  page  was  printed^off,  observed  the 
ibllowiog  notice  of  it  in  Parkin  (134.)— « John  Alcock»  bishop  of  Ely* 
Jtine  3, 1490,  gtanted  40  days  pardon,  or  indulgence,  to  all  the  brethren 
andnstersof  the  guild  of  St.  Etheldreda,  in  St.  Nicholas's  chapel  of 
Lyim.  at  the  altar  of  St.  Ethcldreda  the  most  holj  virgin,  there  tboa- 
ded,  and  to  all  who  should  hear  mats  at  the  said  altar,  and  to  aU  who 
said  ^umfuiss  before  the  said  alur,  the  Lord*s  prajer  and  the  Sahitatioa 
fgmfuut.  Rig.  Ak.  Ef.  EV' — rSo  great,  in  the  said  bishop's  time, 
was  the  encouragement  to  enter  into  St.  £theldreda*s  Gild,  and  to  hear 
mass  at  her  altar,  or  say  qyinqvut  before  itl 
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Of  St.  Jm^s  Chaprf  very  little  is  at  ptesent  known. 
That  it  stood  somewhere  near  St.  Ann's  Forty  and  that 
the  latter  topk  its  name  firom  it,  can  scarcely  be  dou^^ted. 
7he«U)ne8  that  are  ^iU  to  be  seen  insome  oftheadja^ 
cent  walls  did  once,  in  all  probability,  belong  to  thy 
ancient  consecrated  structure.  *  We  have,  bowerer^ 
DO  reason  to  suppose  ^hat  it  vfa^  a  very  large  edifice,  b^ 
rather  one  of  our  smaller  size  chapek,  like  that  of  our 
JLadj/  on  theBridgCj  an4  some  others.  It  probably 
stood  contiguous  to  other  houses,  without  any  yard,  or 
burying-ground  ac^oining;  which  may  be  one,  and, 
perhaps,  the  chief  i:eason,  why  its  site  has  so  entirely 
disappeared,  so  as  to  baffle,  or  render  fruitless  every 
attempt  to  discover  the  exact  spot  on  which  it  stood* 
All  that  can  now  be  faixly  concluded  is,  that  it  .must 
have  been  somev^herc  near  the  Fort. 

The  site  of  St.  Catherine's  Chapel  seems  to  be  in- 
Tolved  in  still  greater  uncertainty  than  even  that  of  St. 

3   V 

*  Somt  have  thought  th.^t  the  bishop*!  town  hoitte  stood  by  the  Fort, 
and  that  the  said  btonet  might  belong  to  that  ediSfie,  which  mutt  be  a 
mistake,  as  it  appears,  from  old  records,  that  that  house  stood  by  St. 
Nicholases  chapel  /o  tht  vert^  which  must  be  about  where  Dr.  Redfema 
or  Mr.  T.  Allea't  house  nbw  etaads.— That  the  bishop  bad  a  house 
here  in  the  time  of  Heory  HI.  appears,  according  to  Parkin,  from 
PSta  C9rmm  mfd,  Ltnn,  41  of  that  reign.  This  same  house  seems  to 
beaUuAid  lo  afterwards,  in  PJita  Anii,  Norm.  4.  Hen.  IV.  when  it 
was  found,  that  John  Wentworth,  mayor  of  Lenne  Episcdpi,  and  th^ 
commonalty,  had  unjustly  disseized  Henry,  bishop  of  Norwich,  of  his 
£ree  tenement  here,  100  acres  of  Und,  and  SO  acres  of  pasftire,  1^  tte- 
iog  seized  of  it  in  right  of  hit  church,**  &c.  From  this  it  would  ap* 
pear,  that  Wentworth  was  not  on  good  terms  with  the  said  bishop, 
which  flMy  acoouat  for  his  competitor,  Pettipas,  adTising  his  friends  to 
seek  hit  lordships  interibrenoe^  and  it  appears  fmm  hit  Letters,  that 
the  bishop  was  favourable  to  him,  and  hostile  to  Weatworth.— Farkia 
US.— alto  Mr.  K*t  MS. 
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Ann.    By  smtiething  that  the  present  writer  has9^ft^ 

where  met  with,  he  has  been  led  to  think,  that  this  cht- 

pel  stood  without  the  East  Gates,  and  at  no  great  dis^ 

tance;  bat  as  he  cannot  now  recoUect  upon  what  he 

founded  that  opinion,  he  will  not  take  upon  hun  here  (o 

defend  it,  or  assert  that  the  chapel  actually  stood  thfre. 

Parkin  owns  that  he  did  not  know  where  it  stood,  bat 

says  that  it  was  defaced  before  the  3rd  of  Elizabeth,  as 

appears  by  an  inquisition  then  taken.    He  also  says  that 

'it  is  ^^mentioncd  in  1497,  and  the  charity  Gyld  of  the 

town  of  Lenn,''  which,  as  he  supposes,  may  aUudeto 

our  houses  of  lepers.     But  those  houses  were  probaU; 

not  under  the  direction  of  any  one  of  the  gilds,  but  n- 

tfaer  of  a  particular  religious  order,  called  the  order  of 

Si^Jjazarus  of  Jerusalem;  of  which,  however,  we  know 

not  enough  to  give  here  a  particular  account  of  it.  Bot 

as  to  the  chap^el  in  question.  Parkin  further  infonnsns 

that  <<in  5  Richard  11.  Henry  le  Despeocer,  bishop 

of  Norwich,  wrote  a  letter  to  Roger  Paxroan,  mayor, 

and  to  the  burgesses  of  Lynn,  wherein  he  desiiestkat 

they  would,  for  the  lore  they  bore  for  the  bishop,  grant 

part  of  the  house  of  St.  Catherine  to  one  John  Consdif, 

late  servant  to  his  brother,  the  loid  k  Despcnccr,  there 

to  live  a  solitary  life,  upon  the  alms  of  the  good  people; 

the  other  pent  of  the  house  belonging  to  the  archdeacon 

of  Norwich,  beingbeforegrantcdto  the  said  John  Con- 

solyf  i  This  shews  that  there  was  here  former)/  a 

House  or  Hospital,  as  well  as  a  Chapel,  dedicated  to  St 

Catherine;  to  which  house  or  hospital,  in  all  probabi%) 

the  said  chapel  belonged :  but  whether  they  pcitainrf 

t  Parkin  141. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PISTORY   OP  LYMN.  561 

to  our  Lazarettos,  or  were  foanded  for  some  other  pur^ 
poeeB,  it  is  very  difficult  noTf  to  determine.  Beside  this 
diapel  of  St.  C^^herioe^  tbere  was  here  another  cfaapet 
dedicated  to  her,  in  the  church  of  the  friars  preachers^ 
or  Dominicans  s  *  but  this  was  nothing  very  remarkable, 
as  we  had  here  also  more  than  one  chapel  dedicated  to 
the  Trinity,  as  well  as  to  the  blessed  virgin,  if  not  like- 
vise  to  some  others. 

The  Chapel  of  Si.  Laxcrencey  (like  those  of  St.  Ca« 
thcrine  and  St.  John)  appears  to  have  belonged  to  the 
JlospUal  of  the  same  name,  and  therefore  must  have 
stood  at  Hardwick,  contiguous,  probably,  or  very  neair 
to  the  said  hospital..  That  bouse  being  one  of  our 
LazarettoK,  its  use,  or  designation  is  sufficiently  obvi* 
ous.  We  learn  from  Parkin,  that.  John  Durauqt  Esq^ 
in  the  27  Henry  V I.  granted  to  iiobert  Synkclere  and 
Agnes  bis  wife  the  hospital,  or  house  of  lepars,  with  th^ 
chapel  of  St.  Lawrence  situate  on  the  cawsey  of  Hardt 
wyke,  by  Lynn— -Also  that  William  Walton,  £3q.an4 
Catherine,  his  wife,  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  said 
John  Duraunt  Esq.  conveyed  by  fine,  in  Hillary  term, 
,36th.  year  of  the  same  reign,  to  Sir  Thomas  Tuden« 
ham,  knight,  the  advouson  of  the  chapel  of  St.  JLaw^ 
renccy  with  the  manor  of  Hall  Place,  and  divers  other 
possessions.  %  This  chapel  seems  therefore  to  have  been 
an  endowed  place,  whose  advouson  was  deemed  an  ob- 
ject of  no  trivial  consideration.  The  hospital  to  which 
it  belonged,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  our  La^ar  houseS;^  may 
3  Y  2 

•  rarkia,  lb$.  %  lb.  1(^. 
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be  supposed  to  have  been  in  some  sort  of  snlijectioii  to 
the  master  of  the  order  of  St.  Lazarus,  whose  chief  resU 
deoce,  or  stitf ion,  aji^pears  to  have  been  at  Burton  Lasarsi 
in  Leicestershire.  Parkin  melitioiis  a  remarkable  deed 
vhich  be  had  seen,  whereby  brother  Richard  de  Sule^ 
grave,  knight,  master  of  the  whole  order  of  St.  Laza- 
rus of  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  brethren  ot  the  said  order, 
dwelling  at  Burton,  by  commoa  assent  and  council  of 
the  whole  chapter,  grant  to  Alan  de  Kele,  burgess  of 
Lenn,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  piece  of  land, 
called  Lazar  Hill,  lying  by  the  common  wall  of  the  said 
Tillage,  containing  7  perches  and  7  feet  in  breadth,  on 
the  north  side;  and  10  perches  and  14  feet,  on  the  sooA 
side ;  5  perches  and  half  broad,  on  the  east  side;  6 
perches  broad  \n  the  middle,  and  7  on  the  west^side,  &c« 
^  This  seems,  by  the  names  of  the  witnesses,  to  have 
t)een  as  early  as  the  reign  of  kiog  John.  <^This  piece  of 
land,^  (our  author  adds)  <^I  find  afterwards  in  the 
bands  of  Rd.  Spany  and  John  de  Teryngton,  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  II.^*  But  the  present  writer  is  not 
able  to  point  out  this  remar)cable  spot,  or  yet  to  describe 
the  nature  and  extent  of  that  jurisdiction  which  the 
master  and  chapter  of  t|ie  order  of  St,  Lazarus  had  o?dr 
the  Lynn  La^rettos, 

Most  if  not  all  the  rest  of  the  smaller  chapels  were  al» 
tached  to,  or  connected  with  our  diffiirent  churclies  and 
convents,  of  which  several  belonged  to  St.  ttargaret^s 
church :  we  will  therefore  give  here  no  separate  account 
of  tbem.    Such  little  chapels  and  chauntries  were  pretty 

•  Parkin,  125. 
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numerous  here,  and  mark  the  chamcter  6f  the  tnhabi- 
tants,  and  particularly  the  most  deyoUt  part  of  them,  in 
those  times.  There  \¥as  here  also  iu  former  ages,  ^ 
leas(,  one  X  hermitage^  or  retreat  of  an  anchoret,  and 
tiiat  was  at  the  Crouch,  or  Cratch^  as  it  is  now  commont^ 
called.  Of  this  remarkable  place,  audits  adjacent  cross^ 
Parkin  gives  the  fdlowing  account— ^^The  mayor  and 
commonalty  petition  William  (Bateman)  bishop  of  Nor« 
wich,  begging  his  fatour  towards  John  Puttock,  to  ad* 
OHt  him  as  a  hermit,  who  had,  in  the  bishop's  marsh  by 
Lenn^  on  the  sea  shore,  in  a  certain  place,  called  Lena 
Crouch ,  made  a  cave  there,  till  he  c<mld  build  himself  a 
proper  mansion;  purposing,  as  he  declares,  to  spend  aU 
his  time,  by  your  permission  and  license,  in  tbesarvicsi 
of  God  there:  and  the  said  John  Putto^  has  there  erect* 
cd  a  certain  remarkable  cross,  of  great  service  for  all 
shipping  coming  that  way,  of  the  height  of  110  feet,  al 
his  own  grei^  cost  and  charge/'  *  This  occurred  to 
Imig  ago  as  1349.  To  our  thinking  the  Crutch  nrost  ba 
a  most  improper  and  strai^  place  for  a  hermitage 
where  people  are  continually  passing  and  repassing,  and 
tiiose,  at  least  many  of  them,  some  of  the  rudest  and 
liiost  lawless  irf*  the  whole  population.  How  the  het* 
mits  did  there  in  popish  times  we  know  not,  but  we  too 
apt  to  think  that  they  would  iiot  fare  very  cMifortaUy 
there  iu  this  protestant  age. 


X  The  author  is  iometimes  ready  to  luspect  that  the  two  anc^waggt^ 
raciitiocMdin  tome  of  the  fof^toiiis  pages^  were  in  ^t  no  other  th«a 
the  lodges  or  retreats  of  some  anchorets,  though  he  has  there  gifca 
the  worda  different  txplaaitlon.  (see  p.  507.)       *  Farkin,  142. 
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Section  IX.  Account  of  St.  Jameses  Chapel  (oow 
the  Workhouse)  from  its  first  erectiou^  in  the  twelfth 
century y  to  the  present  time. 

The  foQoder  of  this  chapel,  as  well  as  that  of  St. 
Nicholas,  according  to  our  best  accounts,  was  Will* 
I  AM  TuRB,  or  T^husy  alias  De  Turba  Fitla,  or  TV^r* 
bevilkf  the  third  bishop  of  Norwich,  ^ho  was  promoted 
to  thai  see  in  1 146,  *  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen.     It 
was  probably  built  before  the  end  of  that  reign,  as  Par* 
kin  refers  to  a  certain  charter  of  that  bishop,  which 
proves  that  it  was  in  being  at  the  commenceineDt  <tf  the 
iiextieign.  f  Both  this  of  St.  James  and  that  of  Sf 
^Ichohis  were  chapels  of  ease  to  the  church  of  St.  Mar* 
garet.    .These  three  churches,  had  in  those  tiroes  abtind« 
9ice  of  officiating  priests,  or  chaphiins.     The  great  fra* 
J)ernity,  called  IHnity  Giktj  alone,  maintained  do  lets 
tbanMir^ceit;  fir  for  St.  Margaret's,  four  for  St.  Ni« 
cbolas's,  and^Ar^eforSt.  JamesV  %  How  many  they 
Md  besides,  does  not  appear;  bOt  th^  had,  nodoubt^ 
aereral  more.     This  chapel  is  said  to  cqntain  in  length 
jGve  score  feet,  and  in  breadth  84  ieet;  exclusive  of  the 
xaross  aisle,  and  a  chapel  attached  to  it,  dedicated  to  the 
JTrtnity.    The  altar  of  St.  Lawrence  stood  somewhor^ 
•iathis  chapel,  and,  al  the  east  end  of  it,  an  image  of 
-<mr  Saviour,  to  which  devout  folks  were  ^ont  to  bring 
their  offerings.    A  particular  divtsion  Qf  the  town  ap- 
pears to  have  been  i|t  one  time  consigned  or  appropriated 
to  the  officiating  services  of  the  chaplains  or  clergy  of 
this  chapel,  comprehending,  probably,  all  on  the  sides 
sexttoitofDamgate,  Broadstreet,  BIadU>oystieet  and 

•  BmuK.  qf  EngUndt  zi*  2p.        f  Pkrkio^  t40«        t  Ss«  p.  ild. 
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Codlin  lane.  St  Nicholas's  clergy  appear  also  to  have 
had  appropriated  to  them  another  division  of  the  town: 
hence  we  find,  that  "on  Friday  before  the  feast  of  St; 
Tiburtius  and  Valerian,  in  the  35th  of  £dward'lll.  it 
vras  ordered  by  the  commonalty,  assemUed  in  the  Guild 
hall,  that  the  clerks  ot  St.  James*s  in  Lynn,  for  the  fu** 
tnre,  shnll  carry  the  holy  water  from  the  East  Gate  of 
Lynn,  through  all  the  south  part  of  Damgate,  and 
through  the  whole  street  called  Webster's  row ;  and  that 
the  clergy  or  clerks  of  St.  Nicholas*  shall  likewise  carry 
from  the  aforesaid  gate  through  all  the  ncHlIi  part  of  the 
foresaid  street  of  Damgate."  ♦ 

At  the  general  dissolution  this  chapel  was,  it  seems, 
laid  by,  and  shut  up,  which  appears  an  odd  and  unac* 
countabfe  circumstance,  as  it  had  not  any  connection 
with  the  convents,  beir^  merely  a  parochial  place  of 
worship.  We  are  told  that  it  was  pulled  down,  all  but 
the  cross  aisle,  in  1549,  (by  order  of  the  mayor  and 
corporation,  it  is  supposed,)  when  it  had  four  belis, 
which  were  worth,  with  the  bell  of  the  chamel-housCi 
CCl.  We  are  further  toll,  that  there  did  also,  in  the 
mean  time,  belong  to  the  said  chapel  and  charnel-house, 
stone,  iron,  and  glass,  to  the  value  ot  one  hundred 
marks :  also  timber  and  lead  to  the  value  of  300/.  also 
plate,  jewels,  and  stock,  to  the  value  of  200/.  also  cer- 
tain lands  and  tenements  in  Lynn,  to  the  yearly  value 
of  5/.'*  +  All  this  prc^erty  appears  to  have  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  mayor  and  corporation ;  not  very  fairly 
,  and  honourably,  it  seen^  ^  for  we  find  that  it  rather  be*> 

•  Pjirkm>  140.        f  pAfkiQy  a<  be(br«. 
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longed  U>  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich,  who, 
about  sereoieett  yaan  after,  on  what  occasion  does  not 
api)ear,  relinquished  their  right  and  claim  to  it,  by  a 
formal  deed  to  that  purpose,  a  copy  of  which  is  given 
bebw.  *  This  was  abo^t  the  year  1566.  f  From  that 
period  it  lay,  probably,  in  ruins  till  158 1^  when  it  was, 
at  the  expense  of  the  corporation,  prepared  and  made  a 

•  **Be  it  known  unto  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  Join  SsSf. 
kury^  dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  the  holy  ondWidable  trinity  of 
Norwich,  and  chapter  of  the  same  church,  have  remised,  released,  and 
clearly  for  ever,  for  us  and  our  successors,  quit  claim,  and  do  by  these 
presents  remise,  release,  and  quitclaim  to  the  mayor  of  the  burgh  of 
Lynn  Regis,  and  to  the  burgesses  of  the  same;  and  also  to  R^ert  Gtr* 
we  and  John  Towers y  all  manner  of  quarrels,  trespasses,  variances, 
controversies,  debates,  and  demands,  which  we  have,  and  ought  to 
hare,  for  the  LeaJ^  Glass ^  BsUs,  /rov,  BrasSf  Laten,  Tmier  and  Stwu, 
of  the  Ckapel  o^St.  James  in  King*s  Lynn  aforesaid,  for  all  and  every 
other  cause  and  causes  whatsoever,  concerning  the  same  Chapel  In 
witness  whereof  to  these  presents.  We  the  s^id  Dean  and  Chapter  have 
set  our  chapter  seal  this  8th  day  of  January,  in  the  8th.  year  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  Fruice, 
hoc}  Irelaod,  Pofender  of  the  Faith^  fcc. 

RBGlSTRATOt. 

Sealed  and  delivered,  to  the  use  of  the  Mayor 
and  Burgesses  of  King*s  Lynn,  and  Robert 
Jervis  and  John  Towers,  in  the  presence  of 
John  Deboey  of  Norwich,  David  Coytmort 
Alexander  Aut^r,  and  Richard  Lasher.** 
[IVfackei^l,317.] 

t  In  15C0,  five  or  six  years  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  above  deed, 
as  we  learn  from  Mackerril,  "several  gentlemen  came  to  Lynn,  and 
would  have  Uken  the  state  of  St.  Jameses  church,  by  order  of  tie 
Councils  Letters,  but  were  opposed  and  resisted  by  the  corporation." 
But  if  they  actually  came  by  Ae  authority  of  the  privy  council,  as  tbc 
aboye  seems  to  imply,  it  must  be  rather  odd  that  the  cofpontion 
should  venture  to  oppose  and  resist  them:  but  so  it  is  said,  see  Mac- 
kerellS27.«The  same  writer  says,  p.  177.  that  in  1567  the/i«Md!fof 
St.  James*s chape],  (by  which  we  may  suppose  he  meant  the  j^^  of 
it,)  "was  Uken  down,  and  the  steeple  buiJt  flat.'*  So  that  the  tower 
appears  to  have  been  left  for  some  time  in  its  original  state,  after  At 
chief  part  ofthc  chapel  had  been  pulled  down. 
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place  for  tihe  nuumfiMitoie  of  bays,  &c.--Haw  hmg  it 
vaa occupied ferthatpiurp^ie  is  not  said;  but  we  learn 
that  the  uadertakiag  did  iiol8iicceed.-*«Abont  a  pentury 
after,  in  the  year  1682,  it  was  repaifbdand  fitted  up,  by 
the  liberal  beoefiM^ms  of  the  corporation  and  pnncipal 
inhabitants,  and  conyerted  into  a  hospital,  or  ^rork- 
bonse  for  fifty  deaqred  old  men,  nwmen,  and  poor 
children  i  a  good  endowment  and  proyislon  being  made 
for  their  work,  instructions,  and  maintenance,  and  for 
putting  the  childrai  out  to  trades.*-^n.  that  occasion 
fveie  made  and  adopted  the  foUowiBg 

<<ibifef,  Oy^dfaa>ice>andSr>rfyfesmadeand€8taMishfed 
by  the  mayor  and4)urgessaB  of  theburgh  of  King's  Lynn 
in  the  county  of  Nortplk,  finr  the  good  gotcimuent  of 
the  Hospital  orWotkhoose  of  St.  James,  tjiere  elected 
and  foonded,  aftd  of  the  cbiidic&'s  being,  and  to  b% 
placed  theiein.— ^fotprtmii^  That  the  children  be  in* 
stnisted  in  tbdr  daty  tawards  God,  nnd  in>good  man- 
ners.^-That  the  master  for  the  time  beipg  shall  cause 
the  rtihlren  every  Lord's  day^  both  in  the  foienoon 
smd  afternoon,  constantly  to  repair  to  the  parish  chuich 
c£  St.  Margaret,  diligently  to  attend  divine  service 
and  sermons  there.— That  some  fit  pencil,  to  be  elected 
tiy  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  shall  .daQy  read  the  pray- 
ers and  collects  appointed  for  tkat  purpose  ia  the  chapel 
of  the  said  house,  every  morning  by  eight  of  the 
tlo€kf  and  every  evening  by  four  of  the  dock  precisely, 
all  the  chiUien  ther^  attending  with  becoming  reve- 
t;fiice.->Tbat  such  person,  after  j^ytrs  so  read  at  the 

3  * 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


083  HlftTOBY    OP    JLYNK. 

times  aforesaid)  shall  teach  the  chikfaren  16  read  for  the 
apace  of  one  hour  and  an  half,  twice  in  the  day,  by 
calling  together  four  at  a  time,  and  no  more,  whikt 
therestareat  work.— That  such  person  every  sunday, 
after  divine  service  in  the  afternoon,  calling  all  the  sad 
children  into  the  chapel,  shall  instruct  them  in  the 
church  Catechism  appointed  for  children,  for  the  space 
of  one  hour,  concluding  with  the  prayers  and  cdiects. 

•*1tem,  Far  their  Recreation  and  Correction.  That 
the  children  be  kept  at  work  between  our  Lady  and 
Michaelmas  from  Six  of  the  clock  in  the  rooming  till 
Twelve  at  noon;  and  between  Michaelmas  and  owr  La^ 
dy  from  Eight  (ill  twelve,  and  in  all  afternoons  from 
One  to  Seven:  the  time  for  prayers^  reading,  and  re- 
freshment, excepted.  That  on  festivida  and  holy -days 
.  observed  by  the  church,  and  every  thnraday  after  ihiee 
in  the  afternoon^  they,  be  allowed  reasonable  recreation. 
That  for  offences  conunitted,  gentle  and  moderate  chas- 
tisement be  given  ;  and  such  as  will  not  thereby  be  re- 
formed, be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  to  be  ihtrt 
punibhed* 

•«Itj8m,  For  their  Diet^  Ooaths,  Firings  and  iif- 
'  cessary  Previsions.  Tliat  three  days  in  the  week  they 
have  once  in  the  day  competent  allowance  of  fiesh  meat 
hot,  and  three  other  days  like  allowance  of  other  hot 
provision,^  to  be  ready  at  twelve  at  noon  /  and  on  the 
other  day  fit  provision ;  as  abo  a  reasonable  brcak&st 
and  supper  every  day  of  the  week.  That  all  sorts  of 
provision,  bread^  beer^  and  meat  ^  and  all  other  victual^ 
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be  good,  fresh,  and  whoksome.  That  once  every  jear, 
a  montfa  before  cbrirtmas,  they  be^Ulowed  new  soils,  of 
cloaths  of  the  lusual  cotouts,  and  new  shifting;,  shoes^ 
and  stockings,  so  <^ien  as  it  shall  be  necessary  and  con- 
venient, and  Trashing  allowed  (hem.  That  out  qf  six 
chaldron  of  coals  to  be  allowed  to  the  novistar^  a  conve*. 
nient  fire  be  kept  in  the  working^room  fUl  the  cold  sea- 
son of  the  year.  That  such  children  as  shall  appear  U>^ 
be  sick,  be  removed  into  a  room  for  that  purpose ;  and 
if  any  be  infirm,  or  taken  with  contagious  distempers 
(such  as  are  catching)  that  special  care  be  taken  to  lodge, 
{hem  apart  from  the  others^ 

**Item,  For  the  Visitation ^  Overseeing^  Defraying 
necessary  charges j  and  Regulation  of  Abuses^  That  on. 
the  usaal  day.  of  electiog  the  corporation  officer^  in  every 
year,  the  mayor,  aldermai,  and  common-council^  or. 
the  n^ajor  part  of  them,  shall  elect  and  choose  three; 
discreet,  and  fitting  perscms  to  be  governors  of  the  same 
Hospital^  ot  WorkJiQuse,  for  the  year  from  Michaelmas, 
thence  neyt  dnsuin^,  whose  care  shall  be  U^  inspect anci^ 
oversee  tlie  same,  and  the  children  therein,  from,  time 
time;  and  to  order  and  direct  allexpences,  charges^, 
payments,  and  disbnrsements  concerning  the  same  ^  an^i 
tQ  see  and  cause  all  the  rules,  ordinances,  and  statute^ 
thereof  to  be  put  in  due  execution.  r-That^  alt  gifls,  be«i 
nevolences,  contributions,  payments^  and  sums  of  mo- 
ney whatsoever,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  made  and  given 
to  the  sauBie  Hospital  or  Workhouse,  or  the  poor  chil- 
dren the  »in^  shall  from  thne  to  time  be  paid  into  tbo 
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hasdt  <^8iich  gdfenicm;  aad  s  tme accomtf  tktmf, 
andof  aU»pe&e68|  €hMrgt$i  pmyaoBts^  and  dkbne* 
mtnin  tcMOBma^  tbit  mme^  ttell  jmAj  beiMdeaid 
mdited^  ok  the  iiMal  day  appointed  lor  auditiag  tk 
aecompts  of  tfao  ma^  and  lKii^;e8ieB«-«That  »book  be 
kept,  wheieinaH  gifts  luidbefiefoleiieea^  thallMvebeeii 
Or  shall  keveafier  be  giTsn  to,  or  bestowed  on  the  nid 
Hospital  or  Wdikhonse,  or  the  poor  chfldrtti  theirisi 
shaHbefirirlyre^isfefedj  tobekeptinthesaidch^wi.^ 
That  one  other  book  be  kept,  wherem  the  names  or  tncs 
of  fdacing  at  remoring  of  all  masters  and  poor  cialdns 
of  tlie  same  Hospital  or  Workhouse  shall  be  entered  ud 
recorded.— That  a  sufficient  chest  or  box  be  proyided, 
with  two  locks^  for  the  reposing  and  safe  keeping  thefttD 
Ate  Deeds  of  tinmOaUMy  Endawmmify  asd  othsr  wri- 
dngs,  tl^  do  or  skatt  btdong  ttieieunks  as  ako  tk 
Common  sealct  tiift^aid  Hospital)  of  Woikho«e;  ost 
key  whereof  to  remain  with  theoH^orofdnibQifhibr 
fhetimebeing,  the  other wRh the asnkNr  governor theis- 
of.  -Tbid  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  oommon-coaadk 
men,  or  so  many  as  diall  tMnk  fit^  by  appojatewatof 
the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  thtSk  four  timeain  tsmy 
ytnxy  or  oftener  if  need  m)ofaO|  Tisit  the  aaid  hoipiiil 
or  workhouse,  for  the  better  eacoonigfiaant;  thswo^ 
and  discov«ting  abuses  diat  may  be  ooounitted  coatay 
to  these  rules  and ordinanoes."  * 


'<Tbe  first  Colkctidp  amea^  iho  iiJiyWlwIs  lowsrii 
thiacharitaUe  design,  aodiHfepaiingilusotepelj  amoaa* 
tedtothe8ttQrtif40ffiL  Is.  6rf.-Tke.  Coq/aml^  •Im 


•  lilackerea,  SSS. 
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ntde. aft  Older  UMQgtheinsclve?,  Tti9^^«i7vA  IcUrmaa 
ncM  «(ect«d  ^boiiU^imy  at  Jiis  admUtevc^  lOU  i  od  everjr 
ovmnioii-coiiiicUrnfui  90  noblesi  wlacl^  i»  the  year 
eadiftgaft  Lady  diQf  1724,  aimup(4id  W,73^.  13s.  4(f«. 
'Ebe  Iqjaciea  of peaoBi  deceased  (bfsfli^iOl^iev  benefoc** 
tioii8>giTeiitotkeaaaie"  [up  to  tbeafew^specisSedtuDe^ 
auHMdiqd  to  90/«  Or.  M«-Ia  all.  12»if,  1^.  iOd.-t 
Thi^abo  ,eodowad  it  wUb  MA  per  ^npf^i^'^  * 

Fo|:  sooie  roaspn,  to  us  upknown^  the  abo?ie  ordi?  of 
things  did  not  long  coptique.  In  ithe  courap  of  a  few 
years  another  revolution  took  pla<:e:  most,  if  not  al| 
the  above  rq^ulatioos  were  repealed,  or  laid  aside,  and 
the  house,  by. an  act  of  parlifiD[if»i<o  wa^,  90J9Ugned  t» 
the  superiaiendeBce  and  manageBV?ftfv  of  the  CMpa-difmrn 
of  tie  Poor,  t  That  apt.p^c^^efl  u^,  1,701,  i\m  13th.  of 
William  III.  For  erecting  J^Q^^f}(^  gtf^  f^khpusef 
ifi  Einf^i  Ljpuu  It  contaips^  as.Mac^eiT^.p!')^^'^^^ 
tl^e  followisig  Glw«t«rf ^TA^  TVorMiQjfs^  fp)V^  klf  ^ 
mogfor  and  bw;gjKi^^  caUei  St.  J^apn^X  Workhous^ 
(Rucf  all  Umdiy  Uuments,  ^^^^^^  *?iiA^£%.  ^P^'.  ^ 
^iM^eky  belo^gfng  to  tke  sqfn^%  a>!<  Itjfj  tj^ifh,  q^t  vede4 
emdsettfed  in  /Ac  ipian^aijs ^of  t|ic  pwst,  a»A  %ii^  swdj- 

in  tlik^t  it  im^  contiifne^i^fogcpQ.  i^^sploi^  iff  th^ 
raffS.  da^,  not  ^^a^g^  vf^M:  h^  if^  H^^tmv^s.  t/m 

it  tQpk  pU^y  tl^vf  was  also  appropriated^  as  ^  fuph^  sdditioa  to  tiie 
revenue  and  mafntcnahca  of  the'sal^  house,  yW  /mc«  ^  db/Ube  oa' 
in€e«klmpotfsd,lM»  tay,a«Miw».iKlMltis^lMJ^MIP)Mys•rta» 
MM  jtar  with  another^  to^OfU.  and  upwards.  £MackereU^  179.1 
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mainteiumct  of  the  poor  ^  for  any  one  of  the  ihen  three 
tost  years.  X  That  excess,  no  doubt,  took  place  pfedjr 
9oon,  tliougfa  we  hare  not  learnt  the  exact  year^hen  it 
8o  happened:  and  jei  the  guardians,  it  seems,  long 
after,  and  even  till  Tery  lately,  acted  under  that  same 
obsolete  law;  a  conduct  which  may  be  thought  not  ai« 
together  justifiable  or  defensible.  But  as  the  proveA 
says,  that  <4ialf  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread,"  sothqr 
might  judge  that  an  obsolete  law  was  better  than  no  hw. 
However  that  was,  one  would  think  that  they  must  cease 
io  be  guardians,  when  the  law  that  constituted  them  such 
lost  its  authority,  or  ceased  to  be  in  forc^. 

From  the  period  when  the  superintendence  and  fna« 
nagcment  of  St.  James's  Hospital  were  committed  to  the 
guardians,  it  appears  to  have  become  the  proper  poor 
lo&se  of  St.  Margaret's  parish,  and  general  workhouse 
of  (he  town.-^Of  the  exact  state  and  regular  variations 
of  the  poor  rates  in  Lynn  during  the  first  sixty  years, 
and  more,  after  the  above  act  had  passod,  we  have  but 
little  knowledge;  but /of  the  last  forty  years  our  in-' 
formation  is  much  more  extensive  and  authentic,  Du« 
Hngthis  period  our  poor-rates,  or  what  we  have  raised 
for  the  support  of  the  poor^  have  increased  tenfold^  and 
the  number  of  paupers  four  Qxfioe  /bif«*-In  1770  these 
rates  lunounted  to  only  976/.— In  1796  fliey  amountedl 
to  7713/.— and  in  1809  to  about,  or  near  9000/.  and  the 
trhde  expeSaditarei  uplDtlieeiid.of  Jannary  in  thepie^ 
9ent  year,  (1810.)  Io  the  eaormous  sUm  of  lOfiASl.  IQs^ 
ftf.-'for^  after  the  naaiiiier  of  our  aupcriorsi  who  ait  abof^ 


t  Grifcatkwai|e*ft  BMMrk||  ^  1^ 
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.  lit  the  helm,  "we  maaage  and  contrive  that  our  oatgoiiig» 
should  exceed  our  iucpme.'— The  folIoiNriBg  statementg 
of  our  out-door  expenditure  in  two  different  year»,  (tlir 
first  and  the  last  of  the  above  period,)  extracted  from  Mr. 
Grisenlli\iaite's  Remarks,  p.  19  and  SO,  may  throw 
some  further  light  upon  this  subject. 

Abstract  of  Out-door  Expenditure  in  1770,  ds  pub* 
lished  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Guardians. 


No.of  fam  | 

.  iUeimeacbl 

ward.         I 


Waid«. 


No.of 

pCl'SUUS. 


30.     1.  North  End  Ward  •  .  78  .  . 

6.     2.  KetUewell  ditto  .  .  .  .  9  .  . 

5.     3.  Trinity  Hall  ditto  .  .  16  .  . 

5.  4.  Jews*  Lane  ditto  •  •  10  •  • 
13.  6.  Paradise  ditto  ....  3^1  .  • 
S6.  6.  SedgefoidLanedHto  .  41  .  . 
19. '  7.  Stoncgale  ditto  .  .  *  9k  .  . 
SO.    8.  Chequer  ditto  •  •  .  .  41  •  • 

8.  9.  New  Conduit  ditto  .  17  .  . 
In  St.  Jameses  Workhouse  •  .  . 


Cash  paid  to  eack 
ward  weekly, 

/•  '  s.  d. 

.  2.' 14.  0. 

.  0.    7.  6. 

.  0.    9,  6. 

.  0.  II.  €. 

.  r.   6.  0. 

.  I.  18.  6. 

.  1.  13.  0. 

.  1.    6.  6. 

•  0.  ir.  CL 

*  0.    2.  (L 


Idl.  TotalaseitttliahiMntaAftmiit.    380.  10.   19.     b** 


*  The  read^  >vUl  perceirt  that  thU  is  not  perfactly  correct;  hut  •• 
it  itands  in  M'r.  Orisentbwaite's  l^amphlet.  The  incorrectness,  hoif* 
ever,  is  trivial,  and  cannot  affect  the  main  subject.  It  may  be  supposed 
to  lie  among  the  separate  articles^  rather  than  In  the  casting  oy^  h]|t 
tt  cannot  be  rectified  without  a  sight  oftht  original  accooAt%  ^ 
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Ab.  |fr<ietofOYi(idoor£xp«idit«MliilW9,  bjpnUttAKr 
cd  hj  jMilurof  the  Couft  (or  coipMflim)  of OiUtfd!ftn« 


Ko.  off  IM^I 

M».  of 

CMb|nidto«Mb 

iliesinc  «eli|             Wflrdi. 

penom< 

wan)  weekly. 

ward. 

1                           1 

I.       S. 

d. 

S5.  . 

,  North  End  Ward 

.  172.  . 

.  .  9.  19. 

9. 

4M:»    • 

.  Kctdewell  ditto  . 

.    78.  . 

.  .  5.  16. 

0. 

ss.  . 

.  Paradise  ditto  .  . 

.  141.  . 

•  •  o»  i.o« 

6. 

<3d«  • 

.  Jeitrs'iiane  ditto  . 

S/v«    ♦ 

.  .  5.  10. 

6. 

4v*    • 

.  New  CoKlirit  ditto 

.    91.  . 

.  .  6.  12. 

0. 

<66«  • 

.  Chequer  ditto  .  . 

.   190.  . 

•    •   Sf •     jS» 

6. 

35.  . 

.  Trinity  Han  ditto 

.    64.  . 

•    •  0*      «• 

6, 

76.  . 

.  Sedgefoid  Lane  ditto  158.  . 

.    10.    9. 

6, 

80.  . 

.  StoD^rate  ditto    . 

.    150.  . 

.    12.    0. 

0. 

«i4. 

Weekly  AUowanoe 

1050.   . 

.    76.  11. 

IT 

Sick  poor  .... 

.  60.  . 

.  .  8.  17. 

0. 

lilegitiinate  .... 

.  39.  . 

•  •  S*  IS* 

9. 

TiOal.       |1«9. 


!•    9,* 


The  difference  between  the  latter  tnd  the  fimner  of 
the  abote  Sta<einenl8|  in  so  shorta  period,  ooBprehe»* 
diqg  onljr  «  fklft  of  fhe  present  prosperoos  leign,  and 
^hat  Mmifl  aeeni  to  deem  the  aoat  bfawd  aad^kni^ 
part  of  it^  must  be  exceedingly  remarkable  and  wowder« 

*  ^is  Httettiehi  &  lio  It  flmnewliAt  iiiAecfinte,Biit  ftot  fo  t!r  io  aibci 

\he  tnain  tttbject*  *t\  M  tarn  total  nai^y  be  presumed  to  b«  ttrtetty  ctor« 

feet,  whatever  dight  tfrion  may  hare  crept  amonr  the  separate  ar* 

*  tiefetf,  which  might  Ibc  i  easily  rectified  by  *  dgbt  of  the  Oiri|ihJil  do«ci»« 
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fill.  In  1770  the  rates  of  the  town  were  only  4^.  in  the 
pound  on  the  jrent,  raising  an  annual  revenue  of  976/; 
of  which  579/.  were  appropiated  for  the  use  of  the  out 
door  poor,  leaving  only  397/.  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Workhouse  and  all  other  contingent  expences.  Thus 
tlie  total  expenditure  ofthe  House  was  then  only  397/; 
now  it  is  3196/.  3j.  5</.— Then  the  total  annual  expen- 
diture for  both  the  in-door  and  out-door  poor  was  only 
976/;  now  it  is  above  10,000/.  ♦  Of  course,  the  charge 
for  the  maintenance  ofthe  poor  is  now  become  a  very 
serious  matter,  and  even  a  heavy  and  grievous  burden 
to  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

Our  poor  rates  have  arrived  at  their  present  unexamW 
pled  height  under  the  new  heaven-born  poor4aWy  which 
was  to  be  the  prolific  parent  of  so  many  inestimable  bless^ 
ings  \o  the  town;  not  one  of  which^  alas !  has  yet  been^ 
ot  is  ever  likely  to  be  realized.  This  memorable  law, 
audits  worthy  twin-sister,  ihepirdng  laWy  have  been 
already  productive  of  incalculable  mischief.  The  vast 
additional  burden  which  they  have  brought  upon  the 
inhabitants  has  lessened  the  value  of  houses  15  or  20  pec 
cent,  and  multiplied  the  number  of  untenanted  dwellings 
to  five  or  six  score,  at  least.  ^  Nor  is  it  possible  at 
present  io  calculate  how  far  the  evil  will  or  may  extend* 

4   A 
*  See  Grisenthwaite't  Remtrks,  p.  2],  and  the  last  Account  of 
Receipts  and  Ditbursemanti  poblithad  by  tbe  Corporation  of  Guar* 
diaut, 

{They  were  between  five  and  six  score  last  year,  and  are  supposed 
to  be  more  now.  This  is  s^d  to  have  already  occasioned  to  our  Lynn 
Louse -owners  a  loss  of  above  1000^  a  year:  of  course,  they  have  no 
great  reason  to  exult  in  the  goodue&s  of  the  times,  or  to  boast  of  tba 
Miutary  or  beneficial  effects  tf  the  new  poor  and  paving  laws. 
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For  such  a  town  as  this  to  contain  u  i^rge  and  increas* 
ing  number  of  empty  houses  must  certainly  have  a  very 
dark  and  unpropitious  appearance,  and  is  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  every  idea  of  our  being  at  present  in  a  flou- 
rishing or  prosperous  condition.   * 

When  it  was  made  to  appear  tliat  the  poor  rales  of 
Lynn  amounted  to  nearly,  if  not  quite,  asmuchastho^e 
o(  Hull  and  Exeter ^  places  three  times  its  population, 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid  suspecting  the  existence  of 
some  sad  mismanagement,  if  not  also  of  most  foul  aud 
criminal  misdoings.  The  same  suspicion  was  not  likely 
to  be  lessened,  but  rather  to  i:>sue  in  full  conviction, 
when  it  was  discovered,  that  the  maintenance  of  eacli 
pauper  in  this  workhouse,  or  hospital,  costs  even  more 
than  that  of  each  pensioner  in  Greenxcich  Hospital^  J 

♦  Lynn,  unquestionablyi  owes  much  of  its  present  declension  to 
the  new  poor  mud  paving  l*ws,  *  which  ha%e  so  greatly  added  to  those 
burdens  which  wcix;  already  become  almost  uub<>arable:  tiiey  there- 
fore ought  not  to  have  been  brought  forward  at  such  a  time;  eH>^ 
cially,  a«  they  wen;  dissapprovfd  by  ii  lar;re  pi-oportion  oftheiohabi* 
tants.  Tliough  thtir  bad  *;fferts  are  viwble  tq  tl»e  uiort  superficial  ob- 
server, yet  that  avails  nothing:  we  are  too  stlf-suiiicient  to  be  lauglit 
by  experience,  or  to  let  the  remembrance  of  past  errors  correct  our 
future  conduct.  1  he  present  «wd<ien  ndvonme^  or  augmentation  of 
the  voter 'rent,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per  cent,  may  serve  to  illustrate  this. 
fTpdcr  our  present  circumstances^  this  measure  must  appear  exceed- 
ingly inconsiderate,  unfeeling,  and  illtimed.  It  would  not  have  bwa 
disreputablciu  the  managers  of  this  coocemto  pay  the  iohabitaolstbe 
compliment  of  explaining  to  them  the  ivason  of  this  measure :  but, 
IWihaps,  they  might  think  that  the  inhabitants,  had  no  right  to  Itao* 
the  reason,  nor  yet  the  reasonableness  of  their  exactions.  Private 
householders  are  to  be  charged  higher  than  sbopkeeptrs:  this  aho 
sieemsto  wantex{»lanation«  Were  we  possessed  of  tlie  whole  secivt.it 
'Uiould  probably  appear  that  abuses  exist  in  the  management  of  out, 
watu-work£  not  very  diasimitar  t«»  those  of  our  work-iioui«« 
J  Gfisenthwaite's  Remarks,  page  40, 
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tind  twice  or  thrice  as  much  as  that  of  each  pauper  in 
«ome,  ifnotall,  of  the  most  noted  and  respectable  work* 
houses,  or  ixx>rhouses  in  the  kingdom*  That  the  report 
of  these  circumstances,  wittt  the  increasing  pressure  of 
the  rates,  should  excite  a  spirit  of  mistrust,  inquiry, 
»nd  investigation  in  the  town,  was  no  more  than  what 
might  oaturally  lie  expected.  It  accordingly  did  so 
happen :  and  the  result  proved  that  the  previous  suspi* 
cious  were  not  groundless. 

In  (he  course  of  the  investigation,  Butcher^s  Meat 
appeared  to  be  here  consumeil  in  such  unusual  quanti# 
tics  +  as  are  utterly  irreconcilnble  with  any  and  evciy 
idea  of  economy  and  good  managcnient:  and  in  the  ar» 
tide  of  Cheese  the  consumption  appeared  to  be  stiU 
more  palpably  disproportionate,  unexampled,  and  ex* 
ccssive;  so  as  to  set  the  wisdom  and  competency  of  our 
mtinagers  in  a  very  unfavourable  and  unseemly  point  of 
^iew.  —This  the  reader  will  easily  perceive,  when  he  is 
told,  that  it  costs  in  this  house,  for  cheese  alone,  between 
A  and  51.  a  week,  or  that  there  is  consumed  here  weekly 
no  less  than  I  Cwf.  of  that  article.     That  this  is  out  of 
all  proportion  to  what  is  usual  in  other  Poor-houses,  will 
appear  from  the  following  statement,  extracted  from  Mr« 
Grisenthwaite  late  publication.  * 

At  the  iVors7icA  Poor-houses,   among  1343  persons, 
during  one  of  the  late  years  of  scarcity,  the  annual  ex* 
pence  for  cheese  was   135/.  9s^  5d. — ^At  Shrewsbury^ 
4  A  2 

t  Sixty  Stone  a  week,  ormon>,  as  it  U  pes  lively  reported* 
*  nc^nthwaiu'fr  &enarfc%p.4i. 
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among  S74  persons^  (in  1801,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,) 
the  amiualexpence  for  the  same  article  was  56/.  2s.  M, 
—At  HuUy  in  1808,  (number  of  persons  not  mentioaed, 
but  doubtless,  not  fewer  than  those  in  our  Poor-hoose,) 
the  annual  expence  for  the  said  article  was  89/.  16i.  -* 
At  JLyw/iy  the  same  year,  ammig  800  persons,  for  that 
article,  226/.  8«.— At  the  same  town,  among  aboot  the 
same  number  of  persons,  for  the  last  year,  (1809,)  the 
annual  expence  for  that  very  article  amounted  to  the 
still  more  enormous  sum  of  259/.  15s.  \\d.  i— If  we  go 
cm  at  this  rate,  we  shall  soon  have  S  or  400/.  a  year  to 
pay  /or  chttit  wdy^  for  the  use  of  our  Workhouse;  s 
aum  equal  to  what  the  whole  of  that  establishment  coit 
fortj/ jfcars  ago.  % 

The  statement  here  following  will  shew  the  respective 
and  to(al  amount  of  the  expence  of  the  other  articles 
consumed  in  this  house  within  the  last  year,  with  the 
proportion  they  bore  to  the  single  article  above  specified. 
-^The  Butter  used  in  this  house  for  the  whole  year  coit 
30/.  IJ*.  W.-The  itfiflt  33/.  14*.  2d.^Pataiocs  SJl. 
Ss.^Oatmealmi  Peas  561.  6s.  [Total  157/.  13s.  3d.] 
That  the  sum  total  of  the  expence  for  the  above  fimr, 
or  rather  ^ve  articles,  should  fall  short  above  100/.  of 
what  it  cost  for  cheese  only,  must,  surely  be  very  strange: 
and  yet  it  appears  not  to  be  more  strange  than  true. 
The  whole  year's  expence  for  Grocery  ^bs  1581.  h.  Id. 
«— And  for  Beer,  157/.  7^— Here  also  it  may  be  thought 
not  a  little  remarkable,  that  the  Grocery  and  even  the 

f  Account  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  1809,  puUiihfdby 
the  Corporation  of  Quardiang. 

X  G.'i  Remarks^  p.  3d, 
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Beverage  used  here  should  so  much  fall  short  of  the 
C/ieese  as  each  of  them  not  to  amount  to  very  much  ^ 
aboTc  half  the  expence  of  that  article*  Of  the  two  most 
important  articles,  Flour  and  Meaiy  (the  only  two 
i¥hich  exceeded  the  expence  o(  cheese!)  the  former,  in- 
cluding Bread,  cost  1001/.  10*.  9d.  ♦  —and  the  lat- 
ter, {Meaty)  cost  1110/.— Cbfl&  cost  134/.  5s.  10.— 
Turf  91.  3s — Oil  81.  4*.— The  total  expenditure  of  the 
house  for  the  whole  year,  including  sundry  other  ar- 
ticles, with  repairs,  &c.  S496/.  3*,  5c/, — t  and  with 
the  disbursements  to  the  out-door  pensioners,  the  entire 
expenditure,  up  to  the  end  of  last  January,  as  was  be- 
fore observed,  appeared  to  amount  to  10,1^3/,  10*,  3dy  x 
%  an  enormous  sum,  surely,  for  a  town  that  does  not  con- 
tain 1 1 ,000  inhabitants,  or  any  manufacture,  or  even  any 
trade  fwWy  of  much  consequence,  except  the  coo/  trade. 
Under  these  circumstances,  such  a  rapid  and  vast  increase 
of  poor,  and  of  the  poor  rates,  must  amount  to  an  irre- 
fragable proof,  that  we  are  now  in  a  state  of  actual  and 
fast  declension,  whatever  some  people  may  insinuate^ 
or  pretend  to  the  contrary.  But  the  more  evident  this 
declension  is,  the  more  incumbent  it  must  be  on  those 
who  have  the  management  of  our  afiairs  to  observe  the 
utmost  economy,  and  spare  as  much  as  possible  the  in- 
dustrious and  lower  orders  of  the  community,  who  caa 

*  One  wtnMi  bardly  have  expected  thai  the  cost  of  cheese  alone, 
in  a  poor-hottfe,  would  have  been  more  than  one  Iburth  of  that  of  both 

f  Account  of  Receipt!  and  Ditbunements,  as  before. 

}  If  any  thing  hai  been  miatated  bere>  the  writer  will  thank  any 
one  that  wiU  apprise  him  of  it^  aad  he  will  t«k#  care  to  have  it  rec* 
lified. 
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SO  ill  l)ear  the  burden  of  additional  cbargtt.  WhetliCT 
they  have  hitherto  ever  Uiought  of  (Ins,  or  not,  it  seems 
to  he  now  high  time  that  it  should  occupy  its  full  share 
oi'thcir  attention.  J 

Ti  Las  also  been  thought,  or  rather  suspected,  (hat 
our  distributers  of  parochial  relief  do  not  always  dis- 
tribute or  administer  that  relief  with  judgment  and  dis- 
crimination, or  even  ifilh  a  scrupulous  or  due  regard  to 
justice  and  imparttality :  and  such  statements  asthefoI« 
lowing  might  be  supposed  to  afford  some  colour  or  coun* 
tenance  to  such  suspicions— *^/y>eA;y  allorrances^To  k 
man  and  wife  and  5  children,  Qs,  Cdi  To  a  >oung 
ivomnn,  aged  24,  and  one  child  ^s. — To  a  man  and  wife 
near  70  years  of  age,  Isi  To  a  single  woman,  aged  15, 
2s.  6(/.— To  a  widow,  aged  76,  25:  To  a  single  womaij, 
aged  31,  2s.  6rf.— To  a  widow,  aged  78,  &.  To  a  sin- 
gle woman,  aged  22,  Is.  (W.— To  aa  aged  woman, 
102  years  old,  2s.  6d;  To  a  widow,  aged  48,  3s.  6rf.— 
To  a  widow,  aged  S8,  with  3  children,  3s  z  To  a  single 
•woman,  aged  36, 2^.  6d."*  Such  a  Statement,  which  majr 
be  taken  as  a  sample,  or  specimen  of  our  out«door  dis* 

^  Let  no  one  suppoie,  fVotu  what  has  been  abore  said  or  sagjirestedi 
that  the  present  writer  would  with  •ur  poor  to  be  neglected,  or  tmted 
wnfi*elingly.  Nothing  on  earth  can  be  further  from  his  thoughts.  Let 
tlicm,  by  aU  meant,  be  snfflcientijr  attended  to»  and  duly  prurkM 
lor:  but  he  Met  no  reason  why  they  thoald  live  better  than  the  poor 
in  all  other  RngUah  work-houaes,  or  eren  bettisr  than  whatmaaf  of 
those  that  contribute  towards  their  support  can  afibid  to  do;  wluck 
yet  scemt  to  be  actuaUy  the  case  at  Lynn,  of  late  years.  Mochtea- 
der  attention,  undoubtedly^  it  due,  not  only  to  those  of  the  poor 
who  are  entitled  to  parochial  relief,  but  also  to  those  of  them  on 
whom  a  contribution  beyond  their  power  is  leried  towards  that  relief 
Of  these  thera  is  said  to  be  now  among  us  no  nnaU  number, 
*  Gnsentbwaite's  Remarks  p.  24» 
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tributtons,  has  something  like  partiality,  or  inconsidc- 
rateness,  marked  on  its  very  forehead. — ♦^Kisses,"  ac- 
cording to  the  old  adage,  ^'gaby  favour;"  and  so,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  do  our  out-door  parochial  allowances, 
in  too  many  instances.  But  upon  this  topic  we  uiil 
not  ndw  enlarge,  as  we  may  have  occasion  hereafter  to 
resume  the  subject,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  work,  + 

At  this  time  (July  1810)  a  revolution,  or  new  arrange- 
ment is  said  to  be  actually  taking  place  among  our  in- 
door-|)ensioners,  or  in  the  management  of  St.  James's 
Hospital,  from  which  very  imporUuit  benefits  are  ex* 
pected  soon  to  result :  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that 
t)ie  event  may  correspond  with  the  present  expectations* 
Tlie  houshold  expences  have  been  already,  it  seems 
much  reduced,  ^  without  the  least  detriment  to  the 
poor  inmates :  and  we  hear,  that  the  plan  is  to  l)e  fol- 
lowed up  with  the  strictest  attention  to  sound  and  rigid 
economy.  The  present  slate  of  the  town  certainly  re* 
quires  it,  and  those  who  have  come  forward  on  this  oc* 
casion  seem  to  be  very  much  in  earnest;  but  it  remains 
to  be  seen  how  far  our  present  hopes  and  expectations 
'will  be  realized,  or  whether,  after  all,  vre  are  not  des- 
tined to  be,  in  this  case,  as  we  have  been  in  many  others, 
the  miserable  victims  of  delusion  and  disappointment.  « 

f  lU  connection  wiUi  the  history  of  St.  Jame^fi  CThapel  and  Hospfi- 
tal  was  th«  sole  reason  iof  its  bciu^  adverted  to,  or  i>rouf ht  forward 
in  this  part  of  the  work. 

X  In  the  article  of  ilfM/,  for  instance,  the  nsdiicUon  iaaaid  to  lie 
irom  60  atone,  or  more,  to  Jms  than  30. 

*  The  expectation  of  the  adoption  of  a  thorongheconondcalajr^len^ 
Amt  our  WuriUioiiae,auit  considerahly  lowered,  with  some  (>eopl«,,Bum 
the  tvceat  appolntmeot  of  a  new  cuUectoc  ^f^oor  valea^  «4iip«£av» 
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With  rery  little  propri^j)  especially  of  late  yem, 
has  our  SU  James's  Hospital  been  called  a  TTorit-hoBse: 
it  might  full  as  i;rell,  and  even  better,  haye  been  cdkd 
a/7/ay-house;  for  it  is  certain  that  there  is  morepby 
than  work  going  on  there.    Amon^  its  SOO  pensioners, 

•on  was  appointed  with  a  ialary  of  tSOL  a  year,  slthoogii  another  eto- 
didale,  of  equally  unexceptionable  character  offered,  as  it  is  said, 
to  execute  the  office  for  501,  less.  This,  indeed,  dees 'not  seen  to 
be  a  gfood  omen;  yet  we  hope  it  does  not  aoguTy  or  absolutely  indi- 
cate thatchings  will  still  go  on  after  the  old  sort,  so  as  to  admit  sf 
•uch  vile  and  infamoas  procedings  as  those  of  th^Jlour'meTciantt, 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Grisenthwaite,  or  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
next  and  sucreeiiing  years  will  equal,  or  nearly  eqaal,  that  of  the 
last  and  preceding  ones. — No  longer,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  are  ve  to 
hear  of  '^ereiy  thing  for  the  use  of  the  Ho«se  being  procured  of 
whom  and  in  such  quantities  as  the  governor  and  master  think  pro- 
per, at  the  full  current  market  prices—or,  that  groceries  are  taken,  ia 
small  quantities,  at  the  common  retail  ratof— or,  that  dotking  proTiddl 
for  the  house  cost*  upwards,  qf  30  per  Cent,  more  than  it  might fairkf  he 
afforded  at'-^OT,  that  our  femaie  paupers,  on  holtdays^  are  to  be  seen  as- 
sociated, m  the  vilest  ale>hou8es,  with  the  very  dregt  of  soeiety^Biani- 
festing  by  their  lewdness  of  expression,  immodest  demeanoar,  and 
depraved  sentiment,  an  entire  dereliction  of  every  virtuous  principle.'' 
Tbis  last  circumstance  must  have  actually  reduced  our  poor*hoait 
to  a  wh  ■  'house !  a  character  which,  surely  it  ought  nolenger  to  re- 
tain ;  otherwise  a  great  part  of  our  enormous  poor  rates  wiO  be  mort 
infamottsly  misapplied.— It  is  presumed  it  will  dao  be  very  deiirable 
that  our  new  collector  should  not  tenaciously  imitate  every  part  of  the 
conduct  et  his  predecessor;  and  especially  that  of  harassing  the  poor- 
er houiefaolden,  for  defnilt  of  pwomjpi  or  speedy  psymeat,  by  indis- 
criminately issuing  sununonsesf  at  the  rata  of  8#.  4dL  a  piece,  and  by 
three  and  four  score  at  a  time.  Such  a  process  must  bear  very  bird 
«pon  those  loeklest  people,  whose  povetty  or  inabUsty  conatitatei  per- 
haps, the  whole  of  their  delinquency.  To  exact,  therefore,  in  additi- 
•nal  9#.  Ad,  from  each  of  them,  must  have  been,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  an  unchristian  and  inhuman  deed.— — N.'B.  The  CoUeetor  above 
Buentioned,  with  a  salary  of  130/.  a  year,  is  a  n«»  n^eer,  as  is  alsotha 
JUgistrar^  with  a  salary  of  SOL  %  jei,  Theae  twin-brothers  are  tbe 
legitimate  offspring  of  the  new  poor  act.  To  the  Registrar  is  sap* 
posed  to  belong,  to  chroimk  small  ieer,  Ite.  and  write  samiBOBie*: 
if  so,  as  the  defaulters  are  charged  e».  4d;  fiw  each 
they  ftot,  ia  fact,  paid  for  Iwict  99erp 
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^ne  half,  at  least,  may  be  supposed  capaUe  of  doing 
w>ine,  and  even  a  great  deal  of  vfotk  t  and  y^  all  dieir 
earnings  during  all  llie  last  year  amounted  to  no  more 
than  170/.  U.  5d  vfbicli  vas  at  the  late  of  Iktie  more 
than  a  petui^  n  day.  The  work,  therefore,  done  by  the 
numerous  residents  in  this  house  is  scarcely  worth  men* 
tioning,  except  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  pal« 
pable  neglect  and  mismanagement  of  the  conductors^ 
and  their  utter  incompetency  ibr  the  charge  which  they 
have  undertaken.  As  things  have  stood  hitlierto,  this 
house  has  been  little  better  than  a  i^est  of  sloth,  or  an 
asylum  for  idleness;  where  young  and  strong  paupers 
are  so  treated  as  if  it  were  actually  wished  and  intended 
to  unfit  them,  as  much  as  possible,  for  any  future  use 
or  employment  in  society,  or  as  if  their  admission  here 
bad  been  meant  for  their  ruin,  and  not  for  their  relief 
and  benefit  —Care,  certainly,  ought  to  be  taken,  that 
the  children,  and  youth,  and  hal^  people,  in  our  poor* 
bouses,  be  inured  to  habits  of  industry,  as  well  as  pro* 
Tided  with  food  and  raiment ;  otherwise,  the  succour 
aflforded  will  be  most  materially  defective^ 

The  foregoing  narration,  it  is  presumed,  will  enable 
the  reader  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  and  adequate  idea^ 
of  the  history  of  this  notable  house,  from  its  first  erec« 
tion,  or  foundation,  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  or 
that  of  his  successor,  to  the  present  time.  At  first,  as 
has  been  shewn,  it  was  a  chapel,  or  place  of  worship^ 
of  no  small  consideration  in  the  town,  being  little  infe« 
^rior  to  St,  Nicholas'  chapel,  or  even  St.  Margaret's 

4   B 
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^«itb>  ttKl  oontiiuwd  to  be  m  till  tiie  teformtiM^ 
yf/btn  it  we$  Hoaa^owitably  deseoniled^  andnostofil 
puUod  down«.  AAnr  fvbich,  iiwas  appra|priaM  sucoei- 
^vely  to  difieroBt  oteS)  tiU  it  beoimellie  pteir^oise  of 
St.  Margalret^s  parish,  aad  (tegeoerid  w^AAamd 
the  toira^  wUb  the  annexation^  of  late  y^an,  of  eiten- 
tive  new  buildings*  Thii  is  iU  state  at  pressnt:  bot 
how  long  it  may  so  contuittei  it  is  impossibte  to  say,  is 
we  can  see  but  little  into  futurity.  How  fer  the  leoenl 
^nge  and  expected  refonii  wiU  fealiae  or  dsaappoiDt 
our  hopes,  mist  be  kft  al  present  among  the  mysteries; 
Time  is  the  only  levealeff  of  such  seorets»  We  will  now 
take  our  leaytf  of  SU  James's  Chapd  and  HoBpilsI^aiid 
piocecd  to  other  matters,  somewhat  ess  connetted  with 
the  oi&irs  of  the  pseseot  genenitJ0B«    ■ 
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CHAP.   Vlt- 


Brief  bi«gir9pUbe»l  ooticef  oC  tlie  most  rettaritabW  oi  dJMJigirfilwi 

pecsonaget  that  appeared  amung  the  iohabitants  of  Lynn^  in  the  iv 
\ervcQing  period  between  the  Couquest  and  the  Refbruiation. 

During  the  period  now  under  coosideraUoQi  it  is  w^ 
known,  that  x^auy  eminently  distinguished^  ifr  verjr  psk^ 
inprable  characters  appeared  anu>nx  the  ii^abiti^  qf 
this  town,  full  as  it  was,  in  (he  mean  time,  of  ecclesi* 
aslics  or  priests,  and  monks  or  friars  of  cU&rent  orderp, 
anoBg  whom  was  usually  confined  all  the  tittle  know- 
ledge and  learning  (Jbat  did  then  exist  in  the  nation.  But 
though  the  popubtioa  of  Ljmn,  during  the  said  period, 
did  not  abound  in  characters  of  the  above  description, 
yet  it  does  not  appear  to  hay«  been  attogetber  destitute 
of  them.  The  names  of  several  have  been  preserved, 
who.  seem  to  have  made  in  their  day  no  mean  figure 
among  their  most  enlightened  contemporaries;  of  whom 
the  following  were,  perhapS|  the. most  estimable  and 
wovtby  of  femembrance. 
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!•  Nicholas  de  Lenna,  or  Nicholas  ofLjfmr.  He 
was  a  native  of  this  town,  and  flourished  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III«  He  was  educated  at  Oxford,  where  his 
literary  proficiency  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  yerj 
conMderable,  as  he  afterwards  appeared  to  exceed  most 
of  bifi  fellows,  especially  in  some  rare  studies  and  dis- 
tinguishing departments*  To  him  is  supposed  chiefly 
to  apply  that  observation  of  Voltaire^  in  his  Essay  on 
Universal  History,  (vol.  3.  pp.  18»,  183.)  "That 
the  first  [in  £urope]  who  certainly  made  use  of  the 
compass  were  the  English,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III." 
^  Hackluyt^  in  his  Voyages,  makes  particular  and 
bonorable  mention  of  him,  observing,  tiiat  Nichohs  de 
Xienna,  an  excellent  musician,  mathematician,  andastro^ 
loger,  bred  at  OxfonI,  after  having  applied  his  studies 
chiefly  to  astronomy,  by  the  help  of  his  Astrolabe,  X 
made  six  voyages  to  the  North  seas,  of  which  he  pub- 
lished an  account,  in  a  book  entitled  ^^Inventio  Fortu- 

*  Were  it,  indeed,  ascertainable,  that  it  was  Nicholas  who  taught 
England  and  Europe  the  use  of  the  Compass,  Lynn  would  hare  greit 
reason  to  be  proud  of  bim.  But  the  fact  is  doubtfol,  if  aot  nunc 
than  doubtful)  as  the  same  honour  has  been  confidently  ascribed  to 
flavia  Gioia^  a  celebrated  mathematician  of  Amalfi,  in  Naples,  who 
flourishe4  About  1S00»  which  was  somewhat  earlier  than  the  otbef, 
and  who  marked  the  north-point  iu  the  Compass  by  %fottfr  de  its,  in 
compliment  to  the  then  Neapolitan  royal  family,  which  was  a  brsnch 
of  that  of  France.  Still  our  townsman  might  hare  n  share,  and  that 
perhaps  not  small,  if  not  in  the  discovery  itself,  yet,  at  least,  in  its 
improvement,  or  the  application  of  it  to  the  puiposes  of  naWgatioiu 
The  Chimeit  are  said  to  have  been  acquainted  .with  niagnetisni  and 
the  use  of  the  compass  long  before  all  other  nations^ 

J  TUc  i^strolabe  was  an  instrument  formerly  in  much  request,  snA 
still  very  well  spoken  of.  Thare  were  diifarent  sorts  of  instnuncflU 
that  bore  that  name.  The  above  was  one  of  those  called  xM-astro* 
labes,  a  description  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  works  of  ChtMer^ 
|nd  also  in  thf  Cyclopedias^ 
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iiata  (aRicr  Forttmas^)  qui  lihcr  hcipit  a  gradu  54  usq$ 
adpolum.'  In  the  first  (which  seems  to  have  taken  plac« 
aa  early  as  l^^).he  sailod  tram  Lynn  to  Icelund,  with 
company,  whom  he  left  on  the  scafcoasi,  while  be  him- 
self tiB  veiled  up  into  the  island  iu  search  of  discoveries. 
lie  presented  his  charts  of  the  northern  seas,  at  his  re« 
turn,  (from  hia last  voyage,  ^e  may  suppose)  to  Ed- 
ward III,  in  1360;  and  they  were  afterwards  made 
use  of  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI,  and  probably  much 
later*  He  died  in  1369,  and  was  buried  at  Lynn.  We 
are  told  that  he  was  much  esteemed  by  his  celebrated 
contemporary  Chaucer ^  who  styled  him  ^FrereNicho* 
las  Linu,  a  reverend  clerke/ 

Like  the  gr^t  Hoger  Bacofiy  who  lived  about  half 
a  century  before  him,  Nicholas  bt^longed  to  the  re- 
ligious order  of  Grej/  FriarSj  or  Franciscans,  other- 
wise called  Cordeliers,  and  minor  brethren,  t  One  is 
apt  to  for^t  or  overlook,  in  some  measure,  the  ex- 
travagances of  the  order,  in  tb^  contemplation  of  its 
being  capable  of  producing, and  that  it  actually  did  pro- 
duce such  men  as  these.  As  Nicholas  is  supposed  to 
have  spent  most  part  of  his  time  at  Lynn,  among  the 
brethren  of  his  order,  it  may  very  naturally  and  rea^ 
sonably  be  concluded,  or  supposed^  that  the  Grej^ 
Friars^  tower,  which  is  still  standing,  was  often  used 
by  him^  aa  un  obseroaU^yj  in  the  course  of  his  astro* 

f  BaU^  however,  classeg  him  among  the  Carmti'Hes ;  but  it  teems  to 
be  genenlty  ftgiecd  that  ht  was  misUken,  «n4  thai  Nicholas  certain- 
ly  belonged  to  the  Fraor.iscons,  as  was  said  abore.  Mackerell  imputea 
Balers  placing  him  among  the  Carmelites  to  hSs  partiality  to  them^ 
kAvinf  kimielf  been  af  that  ftatemitgr* 
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nomical  sttidiesbere;  ^hich  may  niggert  nodttpieihlc 
reason  for  presenrtn;  ttiat  ancieat  nrin  firon  the  lafagei 
of  tirae,  and  keeping  it  op  at  long  as  posritde.  The  re* 
pair  which  it  lately  nnderwent  muftbe  creditable  to  the 
feelings  of  those  by  Vfbom  it  mu  pionioted.  It  may 
seem  somewhat  odd  and  remarkable  that  H  has  stood 
80  long,  and  sttH  exists,  the  laot  aad  only  mnaia  of 
our  numerous  mohasterji9B  and  conveotoal  tornm; 
(though,  perfeiaps,  from  the  slightness  of  its  sinichifS| 
the  most  unlikely  of  any  of  them  to  surviTe;)  u  if  tim^ 
or  providenee  bad  favoured  its  preservation,  by  way 
of  approval  of  the  usef\i]  purposes  to  which  it  had  bees 
once  appropriated,  or  in  honour  ofthe  memory  of  btn 
ivho  so  laudably  occupied  it,  and  was  so  eminent  a  be- 
nrfactor  to  his  coutnry.  Much  stress,  however,  is  not 
meant  to  be  laid  on  these  ideas :  yet  we  cannot  help 
thinking  that  this  supposed,  or  presumed  and  proliabk 
observatory  of  our  ancient  astronomer  and  navigator  is 
entiied  to  some  real  and  lasting  respect  from  the  en- 
lightened part  of  our  population. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  our  worthy  and 
respectable  townsman,  the  subject  of  this  brief  me* 
moir,  died  in  1569,  and  was  buried  here,  [in  the  charch, 
or  dormitoiy  of  the  Grey  Friars,  in  all  probabflity;] 
but  at  what  age,  does  not  appear^:  yet  if  his  fiist  yoy- 
iBge  took  place  in  1980,  as  it  is  said,  be  must  h%n 
lived  to  be  pretty  fiur  advanced  in  years;  it  being  vd 
probable  that  he  was  less  dmi  thirty  when  heset  ost 
on  that  voyage.  Between  the  first  and  sixth,  or  last 
of  his  voyages  there  seem  to  have  fhaeii  aearly  if  ^ 
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4|iiite  thirty  yenrs.  They  were  all  app»ently  yoyagei 
et  ditcoTery  and  experimeot^  and  for  unprovemeiit  in 
tile  art  and  knotwledge  of  navigation,  and  proved,  no 
doubt,  of  no  small  advantage  and  benefit  to  his  coun* 
trymen.  It  is  inuch  to  be  wiylied  that  a  particular  ac« 
count  of  them  bad  been  preserved,  which  could  not 
fail  of  being  very  interesting;  but  as  such  an  account 
is  not  known  to  exist,  our  wishing  for  it  must  be  all  vain 
and  mdess.  Any  records  which  our  worthy  voyagef 
nrigbt  leave  behind  him  have  probably  perished  long 
ago;  but  we  have  from  o<her  sources  snflkient  proofs 
that  he  mast  have  been  in  bis  day  an  axtraordinary  raan^ 
greatly  distinguished  as  a  mathematician  and  astrono* 
Hier,  and  especialty  as  a  navigator.  He  and  the  per* 
80n  whose  name  next  follows  may  pretty  safely  be 
deemed  the  two  most  eminent  cliaraoters  that  appeared 
lUnongoiirldwninnen,  during  the  long  period  of  which  W9 
are  now  treating,  or,  perhaps,  daring  afiy  other  peuod^ 

'  ll»  William  Sawtbi,  or  Softer,  otherwise  Sawtry^ 
CkamtrtyhndChalris^  and  commonly  called  5£i*  Williaai 
Sawtre,  Soc.  it  being  usw^l  in  those  days,  and  long  aifiler, 
to  prefix  that  title  to  the  names  of  a  certain  description 
0i  tod^asttcs*  Hj  vt  rendered  peeiriiftrly  mMiorablo 
as  the  English  proio-martyr ;  it  being  gcneralTy  agreed 
that  he  was  the  first  Englishman  that  was  btimt  for  his 
ieIigion»  We  have  no  authority  to  say  of  8atttre,  ta 
we  did  of  Nicholas,  that  he  was  bora  hem.  The  pla«:^ 
of  his  birtb,  as  for  as  we  know,  has  been  no  where  metu 
lioned«  It  appears  that  he  took  up  hia  leskleiifie  and 
settled  here,  as  pariah  priest  eiSt,  MargaieC^S;^  jo  lit 
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time  of  bishop  Spencer^  of  fighling,  crusading,  and 
persecuting  memory;  and  that  he  was  aftowards  tus* 
peded  and  found  to  be  a  Lollard  or  tVicklifiie^  * 
>rhich  meant  pretty  much  the  same  with  what  we  call 
being  a  pratestantj  but  was  then  deemed,  by  the  mlen^ 
In  church  and  state,  a  very  grievous  offisncei  and  evea 
k  most  shocking,  pestilent,  daouiable,  andinsuffsnbte 
lieresy .  The  defection  of  Sawtre,  from  the  established 
or  national  faith,  roased  his  ecclesiastical  superion^ 
and  he  was  cited  to  appear  before  his  hailghty  and  fa« 
ffious  diocesan,  at  his  palace  of  south  Helingfaam; 
which  accordingly  he  did,  on  the  last  day  of  April, 
And  the  first  of  May  1309.  In  the  meantime  he  ap- 
pears to  hare  undei^ne  h  long  and  strict  examinatioQ, 
In  the  chapel  belonging  to  the  said  episcopal  palace,  be* 
lore  the  bishop,  the  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  anddiveis 
Others,  consisting  of  doctors,  divt^mes,  and  notaries*  It 
also  appears  that  he  was  then  sofiur  from  being  ashamed 
of  (he  opmions  he  had  espoused,  or  intimidated  by  the 
danger  to  which  they  might  expose  him,  that  be  did 
not  at  all  scruple  or  hesitate  to  avow  and  defend  them* 
This  we  may  be  sure,  did  not  please  and  conciliate  hii 


*  Which  may  probably  indiemte,  that  h«  had  beea  adocated  t4 
C:^ord,  ftf  that  unirersity  waa  the  great  nett,  or  ibantain-head  of 
LoUardiflm,  which  secmg  not  to  have  been  much,  tf  at  all  coUiitentne- 
td  at  Cambridge.^Abp*  Anmdel  with  bis  tommifsionert  visKcd 
Cambridge  in  140U  xiot  long,  itaeems,  after  the  trial  and  banking  of 
0autre...One,  and  perhaps  the  chief  object  of  their  visit  was,  to  ei»- 
qoirei  Whether  there  were  atMog  its  members  *'any  suq>ecte<l  of 
liOUardisuiy  or  any  other  heretical  pravity***  One  solitary  Lollard  wsf 
Ibnudout,  whose  name  was  Peter  Harford,  who  wis  Ordered  to  sb- 
Jare  Wickliilrs  opinioiia in loU  toflgregatton.  (Se#Mo.  Mag.forOci 
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exaniineis,  or  promote  and  facilitate  his  acquittal  and 
liberation. 

We  are  not  particularly  informed  how  he  vrns  dis* 
posed  ot  imimediately  after  this  examination:  but  it  seems 
pretty  certain,  that  he  then  became  a  close  prisoner  in 
some  place  of  confinement  within  (he  precincts  pf  the 
said  episcopal  palace.  A  prison,  for  reputed  heretics 
and  other  delinquents,  was  formerly  considered  amon^ 
the  necessary  appendages  to  a  prelatical  mansion  or  rc^ 
sidence:  and  it  cannot  be  supposed,  considering  the 
character  of  bishop  Spencer,  but  that  a  very  complete 
one  was  then  to  be  found  at  South  Helingliaro.  In  a 
complete  episcopal  prison  there  was  usually,  it  seem^^ 
a  cell,  called  Littlc'Ease;  which  was  a  ^mall  hole,  so 
constructed,  that  the  person  there  inmiured  could  nei- 
ther stand  upright,  lie  straight,  sit  comfortably,  or  en- 
joy any  degree  of  ease :  in  short,  it  was  designed  as  a 
place  of  torment)  where  the  sufferer  was  to  be  continu- 
ally tortured,  and  deprived,  as  much  as  possible,  of 
every  thing  that  could  render  his  siluatio  i  in  any  de- 
gree tolerable  or  supportable.  This  diabolically  in^- 
nious  contrivance  could  scarcely  fail  of  ai.swering  the 
purpose  of  its  inventors,  as  it  seems  to  have  been  most 
admirably  adapted  for  taming,  subdaing,  and  .bi'eakiug 
the  spirits  of  reputed  heretics  and  religious  free  tliinkeft: 
few  of  whom,  it  is  presumed,  could  stand  such  an  or- 
deal, or  terrible  test,  for  any  length  of  time,  'fhe  ro- 
mish  hierarchy  must  have  been  tremeudously  formidabl/r^ 
when  its  prelates  had  sueh  prisons  iii  their  owa  hoiisr$| 

4  c 
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tnd  were  empowered  to  confine  there  any  that  dissentot 
from  the  church,  or  objected  to  its  tenets  and  obserr- 
tnces,  ♦ 

That  there  was  such  a  place  of  incarceratioiiandtor* 
tore  then  attached  to  the  qitscopal  palace  of  Soitk 

*  L«t  it  not  be  suppoeed  that  the  rile  prison  holes,  or  plteet  of 

tonneBt,  nbove  spoken  of  tfwi  described,  were  used  omij/  by  ibe  tou- 

me%  of  pa^er/iur  the  jromnn  catholics   Even  the  members  aod  preUtei 

of  the  protestant  church  of  F.aglaiid  appear  also  to  have  made  um  of 

them  before  now;  and  that,  too,  at  what  some  teem  to  deem  the  en  of 

the  utmost  erangelical  purity  of  that  church— the  reign  of  good  queei) 

Bess,  as  she  has  been  often  called.    As  to  our  pretended  orthodox  lod 

evangelical  seetaHex,  if  they  have  not  Iblloired  the  above  exanplfc 

iUiiraUjf,  yet  have  they  m*de»  and  still  make  no  scrvple  of  4oiog  it,;tf  ve 

Btay  say,  metaphoricaUy  or  figuratheUf^  at  least,—- Wlieo  soy  cue  is  pro- 

Boonced  b^  their  petty  popes, prelates,  priests,  exorcists,  or  coon*- 

borief ,  to  be  poaMSKd  with  the  demon  of  heterodoxy  or  heiesy,  Ik  ii 

immediately  reviled,  defamed,  piDscribed,  and  outlawed,  at  it  weit,bj 

proclamation ;  or  pilloried  and  gibbetted,    in  their  periodical  sod 

^btttpublicalioD^^in  other  .iVords^  Chcy  do  all  tbey  cail  to  let  cf fff 

body  a}:ainst  him,  and  render  him  odious  in  the  sight  of  all  in'D>  «< 

one  who  has  forfeited  the  e<;teem  of  his  fellow  citiaens,  and  isno  loof- 

-  er  worthy  of  enjoying  the  cummOn  rights  and  comforts  of  soeiQty.^ 

'    In  short,  they  appear  to  use  all  their  efforts  and  enefgies  to  bare  htm 

effhctaally  secured  in  a  LiuU*Ea»e,  of  a  most  painfol  anddismslioii-* 

If  «|ir  pMtestant,  orthodox,  and  evangdical  sects  and  paitia  ds 

tbas,  who  can  wonder  at  t)ie  cruelties  ascribed  to  the- papists  in  iv» 

er  times?  Instead  of  inveighing  against  the  intolerant,  perKCVtinf, 

and  antichrislian  ipirit^ofpopery,  as  tbete  rdry  people  oflea  *^ 

they  ooght,  surely,  to  consider  how  little  that  ipiritdiffeivfiromtbcir 

own.    While  they  inveigh  or  declaim  against  the  injustice  sod  cf«- 

eltyoTimpriMDingi  banishing,  banging,  or  baming  people  for  tliiir 

mligimt,  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  are  in  the  constant  prsetice  flf 

traducing,  reviling,  defaming,  exhibiting  as  evildoers,  and  treating  is 

themost  unkind  and  injurious  manner,  those  whom  they  are  plesiedto 

brand  ttith  the  name  of  hereikt,  or  who  diflfer  ftina  tbem»  tbey  ducvtt 

the  self  same  spirit  with  the  very  worst  of  persecutors,  sad  nay  ks 

t  eompatT<d  to  the  ancient  sect  called  CirtoneUhnn^  who  wouM  Bat«« 

^  <vo^«f,  because  Chria  had  forbiddeu  It  to  PtUr^  bat  armed  tkM- 

selves  with  OkA/,  which  they  called  $kt  eiubs  qf  Jsraei^  with  whicfc 

they  could  break  all  the  bones  ia  a  man^s  skin,— Sec  Jones*  Mea« 

afbi^bop  Home,  275. 
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Helingbam,  seems  highly  probable;  and  if  there  ivere^ 
there  caa  be  no  doubt  but  that  Sawtre  uas  there  confined 
from  the  lirst  to  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  moith  last  men- 
tioned.—That  he  underwent  some  very  severe  treatment, 
in  the  meantime,  seems  morally  certain,  as  the  remark* 
able  change  in  his  conduct,  at  the  close  of  that  interval, 
cannot  be  reasonably  or  well  accounted  for  on  any  other 
ground  or  supposition.  *  On  the^r^l  of  May  he  reso* 

^  lutely  avowed  and  defended  the  obnoxious  opinions  im« 
puted  to  him,  but  on  tlie  nineieenth  of  the  same  moi.t'^, 

,  the  next  ime  he  was  brought  before  his  judges,  be  ap« 

.  peared  ready  to  relyiquish  them  all,  and  pronounce  |)ui 
rep^nt^tion.  There  is  no  reason  to  think  that  his,opin« 
ions  l^d  now  undergone  any  change,  gr  that  he  had 
become  really  convinced  of  their  falsity  or  untenableness; 
for  be  appefued,  abnost  immediately  aAer,  to  be  as  fully 

.  persuaded  a^  ever  of  their  truth  and  importance*  It  was 
evidently  jtA^  stat^  of  his  mind  that  had  experienced  si 

,  change:  bis  iears  had  got  the  better  of  bis  firmnei?, 

.  a^d  hie  no  longer  possessed  that  forUtude  and  boldness 
which  be  had  at  fi^  displayecj.  Torturing  severities 
have  often  made  people  deoj  their  principles,  and  de« 
ny,  or  confess,  any  thing  that  their  tormentors  required. 
On  this  ground  (and  on  no  oilier  that  we  know  oO  can  we 

*  acccmnt  far  Sawtre's  change  and  subsequent  recantation. 

It  was  ddermined,  by  the  bishop  and  his  coadjutors, 
that  Sawtre  should  publicly  pronounce  his  recantation  at 

*  The  act  Dt  Hcrretifo  Comburendo,  did  not  tmke  place  tiU  aome- 
thne  after;  %o  that  its  terrors  cannot  be  snppoaed  to  have  frigUtent'd 
him  to  recanMi^tion— W«  can  ihink  of  nothing  so  likely  to  have  pro- 
duced that  iftrt'ct  as  some  intollcrably  Skevert;  private  ffufft^rings  which 
he  had  nndergonedariof  the  ab^ix  meatUmed  tnicr%aU 
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difierent  places— in  order,  perhaps,  the  more  cffcdnally 
to  expose  and  bumble  him,  and  so  prevent  his  ever 
daring  again  fo  broach  his  recanted  tenets  in  these  parts, 

'  They  probably  suspected  his  sincerity,  and  were  resolved 
to  render  their  triumph  over  him  as  complete  as  pos- 

'  siUe. — The  obnoxious  things,  or  enormities  laid  to  his 
charge  were  chiefly  and  substantially  comprised  under 

'  the  following  heads— That  the  Cross  on  which  Christ 

'  suffered  was  not  a  fit  object  of  worshij)— That  it  was 

*  more  reasonable  to  worship  a  temporal  prince  than  that 
irooden  cross — That  the  worship  of  aogeb  isunhwfid, 

*  even  more  so  than  the  worship  ot  holy  or  truly  good 
men -That  going  on  pUgrimage  is  useless^  and  that 
vows  for  that  purpose  are  not  binding,  and  that  the 
money  so  expended  had  better  be  bestowed  in  ahns  to 
the  poor*-That  priests  are  more  bound  to  preach  the 
wofd  of  God  than  to  say  their  mattins,  or  observe  the 

*  canonical  Lours— and  that,  after  the  sacramental  won& 

*  iil^pronounced^  the  bread  remaineth  the  same  as  before, 

*  '  and  so  does  not\ease  to  be  bread,  or  undergo  a  traasub- 

atantation.— It  was  a  sad  time  when  people  heldtheu 
"  opinions  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  \ 

Ott  the  first  two  days,  as  has  been  already  observed, 
Sawtre  openly  avowed  the  said  articles,  and  boWly  *• 
fended  tliem;  but  at  his  next  af^arance,  after  eigh- 
teen days  of  dose  confinement  and  severe  suffetings,  aa 
^e  ipay  reasonably  presume,  he  seemed  quite  an  allered 
.  maui  feady  to  retract  all  he  had  before  affinned  and 
maintained :  which  may  be  easily  accounted  for  on  the 
grouttd  Lqiore  iuggested%    How  many  times,  or  at  hoir 
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many  places  the  bishop  now  required  and  obliged  him  to 
publish,  or  pronounce  his  recantation,  it  is  not  very  easy 
to  discover^     We  find  it  to  have  been  done  at  South 
Helingham,  and  we  are  assured  that  it  was  also  done 
in  the  parish  churches  otLynn  and  Ttlne^y  and  in  other 
places.— /bx  has  preserved  a  carious  document  relating 
to  this  affair,  being  the  bishop's  acconnt  of  the  whole 
•process,  drawA  up  by  order  of  archbishop  Arundel,  and 
transmitted  to  him,  when  Sawtre  was  taken  up  tiie  last 
time,  and  tried  before  him  and  his  clergy,  assembled  ia 
convocation,  at  the  Chapter  House  of  St.  Paul's,  in 
-February,  1400,  as  they  reckoned,  but  1401,  accor- 
ding to  our  reckoning.— That  account,  ordocuoient  is 
as  follows— 

^^  Memofondum^  That  upon  the  last  day  of  Aprill,  in 
theyeereofourLord  IS09,  in  the  7.  indiction,  and  10 
yeere  of  the  papacie  of  pope  Boniface  the  S.  in  a  cer- 
tain chamber  within  the  manor-house  of  the  said  bishop 
of  Norwich  at  South  Hclingham  (where  the  register  of 
the  said  bishop  is  kept)  before  the  9.  houre,  in  a  certain 
chapcll  within  the  said  manor  situate,  and  the  first  day 
of  May  then  next  and  immediately  insuing,  in  the  fore- 
said chamber  Sir  W.  Cfaawtris,  parish  priest  of  the 
church  of  S.  Margaret  in  the  towne  of  Lin,  api>eared 
before  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  in  the  presence  of  John 
de  JDerlington,  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  doctor  of  the 
decrees,  frier  Walter  Disse^  and  Joha  Kickinghall, 
professors  in  divinity,  William  Carlton,  doctor  of  both 
biwes,  and  William  Friseby,  with  Hugh  Bridham, 
publike  notaries^  and  there  publikely  aflirmed  and  hdd 
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the  conclusions^  as  before  is  specified.— All  and  singii- 
lar  the  premisses  flie  forsaid  Wilttam  aftrmeth  BpoB 
toatare  deliberation.  And  afterwards,  to  vrit,  the  19. 
day  of  May  in  the  yeere,  indiction,  and  papade  atbre- 
said,  in  the  chappell  within  the  raaacNr-hottse  of  the  said 
Henry  bishop  of  Norwich^  ritnate  at  South  HeUnghaoii 
the  foresaid  Sir  William  revoked  and  renounced  iA  aod 
singular  theToresaid  his  conclosioos;  abjuring  and  cm* 
tecting  all  such  heresies  and  errors,  taking  his  oath  ap* 
on  a  book  before  the  said  Henry,  the  bishop  oi  Norwich, 
that  fr^m  that  time  forward  he  w<>lild  never  prcacb| 
aflirm,  nor  hold  privily  nor  apertly,  the  foresaid  cos* 
elusions;  and  that  he  would  pronounce,,  aeoording to 
the  appointment  of  the  said  bishop,  the  foresaid  condi« 
uons  to  be  erroneous  and  heresies,  in  the  parish  churcbei 
of  Lin  and  Tilney,  and  in  other  places  at  the  taign* 
meiit  of  die  said  U^diop;  and  forthar  swace,  that  ke 

'would  stand  to  the  ordinance  #f  the  said  hidtop  toiick« 
ingthe  premisses,  in  the  presence  of  the  discreet  and 
vrorshipfuU  men  afore-recited,  with  divets  other  moe.— 

'  As  eoncernfaig  the  first  conclusion,  that  he  said  he  woiU 
libt  worship  the  cross  &c.  he  confess^ .  faimseU  to  bare 
erred,  and  that  the  article  was  erroneoos,  and  submitted 
liimselfe.  And  as  touching  the  second  article,  tbatke 
Said,  bewoiMratherwoidiipa  kmg,  &c.  he  odnteed 
hnnself  to  havs  erred,  and  the  article  la  he  €mmwh 
and  submitted  himselfe,  and  sbforth  of  all  fherrest.^ 
Then  next  after  this,  upon  tfae:SS.  day  of  Mfiy,  in  tbe 
yeere  of  our  Lord  aforesaid,  id  the  Church  yard  of  Ae 
Cknppdl  of  Si.  Jamety  within  the  towns  of  Lin,  tiie 

'  foresaid  William^  in  the  presence  of  t^e  foresaid  Ush^p 
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ami  clergy,  and  the  people  of  (he  said  towne  of  Lin  Btan« 
ding  round  about,  publikely  declared  in  the  English 
tongue,  the  foresaid  conclusions  to  be  erroneous  and  he« 
fesies,  as  was  contained  in  a  certain  scrole.  *  And  after 
this,  theS6.  day  of  May,  in  the  yeere  above  said  in 
the  Church  of  the  Hospital  of  S.  Johtfs^  in  thetowne  of 
Lin,  the  said  Sir  WiHiam,  before  the  said  bishop  sit- 
ting as  judge,  sware  and  took  his  oath  upon  the  holy 
Evangdiste,  that  he  would  never  after  that  time  preach 

♦  That  *<To/Ie  related,  it  seems,  to  the  r«ean/<i<«m,  of  which,  accord- 
ing to   Fox,  the  following  wais  the  tenor  or  substance— ^*/mpnmi>y 
touching  the  first  and  aecond,  [aftiolet]  where  I  said  that^  I  would 
adore  rather  a  temporall  prince,  and  the  lively  bodies  of  the  saSnts^ 
.  than  th«  wooden  crosse  whereupon  the  Lord  did  hang,  I  do  revoke  and 
recant  the  same^  4»  being  therein  deeeiired.— *    To  this  I  say,  that 
the  article  is  false  and  erroneous,  and  by  fal«e  information  I  held  it; 
the  which  I  renounce  and  ask  forgiveness  thereof,  and  say,  that  is  • 
|>n<ciouB  relique^  a«d  that  I  shall  hold  it  while  I  live^  and  that  I 
sweare  here.— I  know  weU  that  I  erred  wrongfully  by  false  infonoa- 
tion :  for  I  wot  well,  that  a  deacon  or  a  priest  is  more  bound  to  say 
liis  mattena  and  houres  tben  to  preach ;  for  there  he  is  bouoden  by 
right :  wherefore  I  submit  me,  fcc.—r— Touching  that  article,  I  know 
right  wall  that  I  erred  by  false  information.    Wherefore  I  ask  for^ 
giveBefit.<^— As  concerning  vowes,  I  say  that  opinion  is  false  and  er* 
ionroQt»  and  bv  false  information  1  held  it  $   for  a  man  is  holdeu  ^t<» 
bold  his  vow,  &o.— To  the  7.  article  I  say,  that  1  did  it  by  author- 
ity  of  priesthood,   wherethrough  I  knowledge  well  that  1  have  .guilt 
.   nnd  trespMseds  whcrefbra  1  submit  me  to  Ood  itnd  to  huly  churoh, 
and  to  you  Csther,  swearing  that  1  shall  never  bold  it  more  ——To 
the  8.  (article)  I  say,  that  I  held  it  by  fake  and  wrong  information. 
But  now  1  know  weU  that  it  is  heiesie,  and  that  bread,  sfio^  a«L  (he 
word  of  the  sacrament  is  said,  is  no  longer  bread  material!,  bat  that 
It  is  turned  into  rery  Cbrist*s  body  ;  and  tiiat  I  sweare  here.^    Two 
i    «i«rtt  articlas  weie  then  retracted  by  him,  and  pronounced  to  hcfalte 
end  erroneous,  4cc«  but  it  does  not  appear  what  they  were,  (see  Fox, 
1.  ^4.)  —This  recantation,  throughout,  exhibits  evident  symptoms 
of  a  man  so  overcome  .by  bis  lears»or  his  suffsHogi,  as  to  be  .ready 
to  say  or  do  any  that  bia  unfeeling  persecutors  should  prescribe  or 
dictate  to  him.— «-He  appeared  much  more  feariess  and  iutrspld, 
afterwards,  when  he  was  taken  up  the  last  time,  tried  before  the  arch* 
hisbt^  and  iioavocatioo«  condemned  and  committed  to  tht  flames. 
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openly  and  publikdy  the  foresaid  conclusions,  nor 
would  heare  the  confessions  of  any  of  bis  subjects  of  bis 
diocesse  of  Norwich  without  the  special!  license  of  the 
eaid  bishop,  &c.  In  the  presence  of  frier  John  Sniermen, 
M.  John  Rickinghall  doctor  of  divinity,  W.  Carltoa 
doctor  of  both  lawes,  and  Thomas  Bolton  officer  of  the 
liberty  of  Lin  aforesaid,  with  divers  others. ''  t 

Such  was  the  account,  or  statement  of  his  former  pro- 
cess against  Sawtre,  which  bishop  Spencer  delivered  to 
his  metropolitan,  Arundel.  Not  the  least  hint  is  here 
given,  how  the  reputed  heretic  had  been  treated,  or 
was  disposed  of,  during  the  interval  between  his  first 
and  last  examination.  Had  his  renunciation  of  his  ob- 
noxious tenets  been  brought  about  by  mere  argument, 
or  rational  persuasion,  it  would,  doubtless,  have  been 
mentioned  by  way  of  triumph,  or  boasting:  but  having 
been  the  effect  of  extreme  severity  or  cruel  treatment 
(as  was  above  suggested)  it  was  very  natural  to  pass  it 
over  in  silence,  for  it  was  not  capable  of  yielding  any 
manner  of  credit  to  the  parties  concerned,  or  give  them 
a  plausible  pretence  to  make  a  merit  of  it.  This  silence 
tiierefore  evidently  and  strongly  conoborates,  if  it  do 
not  also  satisfactorily  establish,  what  was  before  advanc- 
ed or  suggested  on  this  head. 

Ailer  Sawtre  had  gone  quite  thiongh  this  irksome  and 
humiliating  process  of  recantation,  it  might  be  expected 
that  he  would  not  think  of  tarrying  much  longer  in  these 
parts:  he,  accordingly,  appears  to  have  quitted  Lynn 

t  Fox  A.  sad  M.  1.  61X 
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fchdrtly  after,  and  obtained  the  situation  ofparisti-priest, 
or  minister  of  St.  Osithy  in  London.  *  This  vould 
Seem  to  indicate,  that  his  character  was  still  deemed 
respectable,  and  had  not  suffered  so  much  by  the  late 
event  as  some  might  expect.  He  bad  also,  pi^obably^ 
some  good  and  powerful  friends,  who  ndw  interested 
themselves  very  warmly  and  effectually  In  his  behcilf. 
However  that  was,  he  really  did,  as  fat  as  we  can  dis- 
cover, obtain  the  said  situation  without  opposition  or 
difficuKy.  Bnt  he  soon  appeared  to  be  so  far  from 
having  abandoned  his  former  principles,  that  he  was 
still,  in  fact,  as  much  a  LoUaird  and  heretic  as  ever  i 
and  his  late  miscarriage  seems  to  haVe  operated  so  as 
both  \o  confirm  him  in  those  principles  and  also  to  arm 
bim  with  boldness  and  courage  to  maintain  them  against 
all  gainsayers,  and  in  the  face  of  every  future  danger 
or  opposition. 

Like  that  of  ttc  rest  of  his  party,  (the  Lollards,) 
Sawtre's  heresy  seems  to  have  been  of  a  twofold  nature; 
partly  religious,  and  partly  political ;  which  must  have 
rendered  him  doubly  odious  to  the  ruling  powers  f  and 
as  he  proved  a  relapsed,  confirmed,  and  irreclaimable 
heretic,  we  need  not  wonder  that  he  should  be  made  to 
feel  the  whole  and  overwhelming  weight  of  ti.eir  indig- 
nation and  vengeance.  The  aflairs  of  this  country  were 
then,  as  at  some  subsequent  period: ,  m  )st  wretchedly 

4    D 

*  *  The  Londoners  Were  tl  €«  distirgBisliwl  for  theit  ptftlitlhy  tt 
the  LoUardsj  which  may,  m  some  mea  ure,  account  for  the  facilltf 
with  which  Sawtre  ai>pi^:stg  Irnve  cbtaiaed  the  eppuiiOJtttiat  af 
utuatioaofBiittbterel^^t.  Ojith,--fie«  F^,  6';a. 
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situated.  Every  thing,  both  ia  church  and  state,  migltf 
be  said  to  be  lameatably  in  the  wron^:  and  Sawtreap* 
pears  to  have  been  earnestly  desirous  of  having  them 
thoroughly  reformed  and  rectified.  He  may  therefore 
be  considered,  if  not  as  the  Sir  JViUiam  Jones^  *  the 
^ir  Francis  Burdeii,  or  the  Migor  Cartwright^  yd,  at 
least,  or  rather,  as  the  Christopher  ^j^rt// of  that  time. 
Men  of  that  sort,  though  ever  so  honest,  virtuous,  en- 
lightened, or  respectable,  are  always  viewed  with  an 
evil  eye,  and  deemed  to  be  dangerous  characters  by  the 
interested  and  unprincipled  agents  and  abettors  of  eccle* 
siastical  and  political  corruption.  It  is  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  a  most  horrible  outcry  was  raised  against 
this  man  throughout  the  whole  camp  and  borders  of 
those  Philistines. 

Sawtre  had  formed  an  important  plan  (or  the  benefit  of 
his  oppressed  country,  and  intended  to  lay  it  inunedi* 
ately  before  parliament.  The  design  got  wind,  and  the 
high  priests,  in  particular,  with  archbishop  Arundel  dt 
their  head,  were  instantly  alarmed,  as  the  project,  bad 
it  succeeded,  would  have  deeply  affected  them:  and  in 
order  effectually  to  frustrate  the  reformer's  object,  they 
so  managed,  that  the  afiair  should  not  go  before  parlia- 
ment, but  be  referred  to  the  convocatioHj  which  vas 
then  sitting.  From  that  assembly  no  good  could  be  ex- 
pected to  result  Patriots  and  reformers  were  there  ob- 
jects of  utter  aversion ;  and  any  one  might  see  that  poor 

♦  The  celebrated  Sir  WiHtam  Jones  is  well  kuowa  to  have  been 
ope  of  our  most  earnest  and  warm  friends  and  advocates  of  refoTin* 
The  memorable  Dr.  Johnson  used  tocallhimi  tht  most  finHghlaied  (f 
ihe  tons  of  meth 
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Sawtre  had  no  longer  any  chance  of  bringing  his  project 
to  a  successful  issue,  or  even  of  escaping  \iith  his  life. 
He  was  accordingly  brought  before  that  ecclesiastical 
tribunal,  and  the  result  will  be  seen  by  the  sequel* 
Thb  was  about  the  middle  of  February  1401,  or  1400, 
according  to  their  reckoning;  for  they  placed  that 
month  near  the  close  of  the  year,  which,  with  tbem^ 
tnded  on  the  S5th  of  March« 

The  story  of  Sawtre  is  thus  introduced  by  Fox— "The 
next  yeere  after  followed  a  parliament  holden  at  West* 
minster:^'  [i.  e*  in  1400;  for  he  has  also,  like  his  pre« 
Ucc4,*ssors,  assigned  February  to  the  preceding  year:] 
<4n  which  parliament  one  William  Sautre,  a  good  man 
and  a  faith  full  priest,  inflamed  with  zeale  of  true  religion, 
required  he  might  be  heard  for  the  commodity  of  the 
whole  realme.  But  the  matter  being  smelt  before  by  the 
bishops,  they  obtained  that  the  matter  should  be  referred 
.jto  the  convocation ;  wheie  the  said  W  illiam  Sautre  be* 
ing  brought  before  the  bishops  .and  notaries  tbcfeunto 
appointed,  the  convocation  was  deferred  to  tjie  Saturday 
next  ensuing  When  Saturday  was  come,  that  is  to  say, 
the  twelfth  day  of  February,  Thomas  Arundell  arch* 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  presence  of  his  councell 
provinciall,  being  assembled  in  the  said  chapter- house 
[i,  €•  that  ot  St,  Paul's]  against  one  Sir  William  Sau- 
tre, otherwise  called  Chatris  chaplaine,  personally  then 
and  there  appearing  by  the  commandment  of  the  afore- 
isaid  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  objected  ;  that  the  said 
Sir  William  before  the  bislwp  of  Norwich  had  once  i^ 
log 
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flounced  and  abjured  divers  and  sundry  condosion?  her 
reticall  and  erroneous ;  and  that  after  such  abjoralkm 
ynade,  he  publicly  and  prj  vily  held,  taught,  and  preach* 
ed  th  saro^  conplusions,  or  else  such  likci  disagreeing  to 
tl^e  Qatholic  faith,  and  to  the  great  perill  and  peroiciooi 
fxample  of  others,  ^d  after  this  he  caused  such  like 
€X>nclusions  hold^n  and  preaqhed)  as  i^  said,  by  th^said 
Sir  William  ivithout  renunciation,  then  and  there  to  be 
IDead  unto  the  said  archbishop,  by  master  liobert  Hall, 
chancellor  un(o  the  sa|d  bishop,  in  a  certain  spirpic 
written^  in  tpnor  of  words  as  fpUow^th — "Sir  WiHiam 
Chatris,  otherwise  called  Sautre,  parish  pri^  of  the 
phurch  of  3aint  Scithe  [Osith]  the  virgin  in  London, 
publikely  an4  priyily  doth  hold  these  conclusiops  un- 
^er  VfTiiten^Imprimisy  he  saiih,  that  he  will  not  ifor- 
ahip  the  crosse  on  which  Chfist  suffered^  but  only 
Christ  that  suffered  upon  the  crosse-*!^.  liemy  That  be 
^ould  sooner  worship  a  teroporall  king,  than  the  forer 
'^id  ivopdden  crosse— 3.  liem,  That  he  would  rather 
worship  th^  bodies  of  the  saints  than  the  very  crosse  of 
Christ  oil  which  he  hung,  if  it  w^re  before  him.— 4. 
JUm^  That  he  would  rather  worship  a  roan  truly  con* 
trite,  than  the  crpsse  of  Christ,— 5.  Tim,  That  he  ii 
bound  rather  \o  worship  a  man  that  is  predestiiiate,  tbap 
|U)  angell  of  God,— 6.  Ilem^  That  if  an/  ^P^n  would 
visit  the  monuments  of  Peter  and  Paul,  or  go  on  pilgrinif 
age  io  the  Tombe  of  Saint  Thomas,  qr  else  any  whither 
flsc,  for  the  obtaining  of  any  temporall  benefit;  liei» 
pot  boun^J  to  keep  liis  vow,  but  he  may  distribute  the 
f  xpcnces  of  his  vow  uppn  the  almes  of  the  poore.— 7f 
//^JM,  That  cver^  priest  and  dfacon  is  more  bouud  W 
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preach  the  word  of  God,  Ihau  to  say  the  canonicalt 
boures.— 8.  //em,  That  alter  the  pronouncing  of  the 
sacram^ntall  \vord8  of  the  body  of  Christ,  the  bread  re? 
ui^ineth  of  the  same  nature  that  it  was  before^  n^itber 
dpth  it  cease  to  be  bread."  ^ 

These  articles  or  charges  beiqg  publicly  read  and  ex,* 
bibiUd,  the  archbishop  then  called  upon  Sawtre  to  an« 
s)ver  to  tliem;  but  he  desired  that  he  might  first  have 
1^  copy  of  them,  and  that  sufficient  time  might  be  aIio^« 
cd  liira  to  prepare  his  answer  and  defence,  A  Copy 
was  accordingly  delivered  to  him,  and  the  next  Thurs- 
day was  then  fix^d  upon  for  })im  again  to  appear  before 
his  judg(*s.  But  on  that  day,  owing,  it  seems,  to  the 
archbbhop's  being  then  necessarily  engaged  in  the  pa^r- 
}iament-house,  the  business  was  adjourned  till  the  |iext 
fnorning  at  eight  o'clock.  The  convocation,  or  rather 
its  upper  house,  being  then  assembled,  Sawtre  appeared 
again  before  them,  and  produced  a  written  defence,  and 
answer  to  those  articles,  which  were  then  publicly  read 
by  Robert  Hall,  before  mentioned.  He  no  longer  thought 
of  retracing,  as  he  had  done  near  two  years  before,  at 
Lynn  and  other  places.  Qn  the  contrary,  he  now  openly 
avowed  his  principles,  and  appeared  neither  afraid  nor 
ashamed  to  defend  them.  It  is  therefore,  not  to  be 
pondered  that  the  writing,  or  answer,  which  be  laid  be^ 
fore  them,  and  which  was  now  publicly  read  |n  theis 
Jiearing,  proved  no  way  satifactory  or  conciliating. 

After  the  said  Robert  Hall  had  read  that  paper,  or  an« 
(5frer^  aloqd,  in  the  audience  of  the  Convocation,  thf 

f  fux  A.  M^d  M.  671,  673. 
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arcbbishop,  being  dissatisfied  with  tlic  contents,  pro« 
needed  to  question  Sawtre  on  what  he  deemed  the  most 
mdterial  points,  which  chiefly  related  to  the  doctrine 
df  traosubstaiiliation.  Amon^  his  questions  were  (be 
following—  ♦  "Whether  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  altar, 
after  the  pronouncing  of  the  Sacramentall  words,  le- 
maineth  very  mater iall  bread,  or  not? — Whether  in  the 
sacrament  after  the  sacramentall  words,  rightly  pro- 
nounced of  the  priest,  the  same  bread  remaineth,  which 
^id  before  the  words  pronounced,  or  not  ?  —Whether 
the  same  materiall  bread  before  consecration,  by  the 
sacramentall  words  of  the  priest  righJy  pronounced, 
be  transubstantiated  fh>m  the  nature  of  bread  into  the 
very  body  of  Christ,  or  not?  •'  To  none  of  these  inter* 
rogatories  did  the  prisoner  return  an  orthodox  or  sa« 
fisfactory  answer.  His  answers  being  ther^ore  deemed 
insufficient^  and  the  day^  probftbly>  too  far  gone  to 

^  One  rircotnstanoe,  mentioned  as  hanog  oecnTred  in  the  ctnm 
kfthl»  examinstioa,  se  as  not  a  little  diAciilt  to  aoeoant  9ot»  Fox 
^ys»  that  Arandel  enquiv^  of  Sawtre,  ''Whether  he  had  abjured  the 
foresaid  heresies  and  errors  objected  against  him  before  the  bishop  of 
Norwich*  ornot ;  or  elao  had  retnked  and  renounced  the  said  or  inch 
like  concIusioDS  orarticles^or  not?  **  nod  thatthe  latter  answered  and 
affirmed  that  he  had  not"  [p.  67i.]  Also  four  days  after,  when  the 
Ibte-eited  process  of  the  bishop  of  Norwich  waa  raad  to  him  before  tka 
fKmvQcatioD,  aud  it  was  nrged  that  he  had  then  abjured,  among  other 
errors,  the  heresy,  that  in  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  after  the  conse- 
cration made  by  the  priest,  there  s tiU  remained  materia  bread, 
f'Wherennto  the  said  William,  answered,  smiling,  or  in  mocking  wissa 
and  denying  that  he  knew  of  the  premisses."  [lb.  p.  674.J  laall  this 
there  is  evidently  some  mystery,  which  one  km>wf  not^hbw  to  unra- 
Tel,  except  on  the  supposition,  that  there  was  some  material  mistake, 
•r  designed  raitvepresantation  in  ihe  stateknant  which  bishop  ^peacer 
sent  to  the  convocation  of  his  process  against*  Sa^^>^  ^^  ^^  ^ 
tenor  of  the  latte^'s  retradation,  which  might,  in  hif  opiniofi,  j^^ 
his  said  denial* 
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finish  (he  examination  at  that  time,  it  vnm  thought 
proper  to  adjourn  the  business  till  the  next  day.  Of 
what  then  occured  Fox  gives  the  following  account.      > 

<^Then  the  said  archbishop  assigned  unto  the  said  Sic 
William  time  to  deliberate,  and  more  fully  to  make  bis 
answer  till  the  next  day ;  and  continued  this  convoca* 
tion  then  and  there  till  the  morrow.  Which  morrow^ 
to  wit,  the  19(h  day  of  February,  being  come,  the  fore- . 
said  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  said  c^iapter 
bouse  of  St.  Paul  in  London,  before  his  councell  pro^ 
yinciall  then  and  there  assembled,  si)ecially  asked  and 
examined  the  same  Sir  W.  Sautre,  there  personally 
present,  upon  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  as  before.  Audi 
the  same  Sir  William  again,  in  like  manner  as  before, 
answered.  After  this  amongst  other  things  the  said 
bishop  demanded  of  the  same  William,  iftliesame  ma^ 
teriall  bread  being  upon  the  altar,  af)er  the  sacramental 
words  being  of  the  priest  rightly  pronounced,  is  (nui* 
substantiated  into  the  very  body  of  Christ,  or  i>ot  ?  And 
tfxe  said  Sir  William  said,  he  understood  not  what  he 
meant.  Then  the  said  arcbbbhop  demanded,  whether 
that  materiall  bread  being  round  and  while,  prepared 
and  disposed  for  the  sacrament  of  the  body  of  Christ 
upon  the  altar,  wanting  nothing  that  is  meet  and  tequi^ 
site  thereunto,  by  the  virtue  of  the  sacramentall  words 
being  of  (he  priest  rightly  pronounced,  be  altered  ami^ 
changed  into  the  yer;  body  of  Christ,  and  ceaseth  any 
BBore  to  be  materiall  and  very  bread,  or  not  ?  Then  the 
said  Sir  William^  deridingly  t  answering^  sai4  he  could, 
pot  teU.'' 
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Thcri  <idnscquenlly  tTic  said  aTchbkho[i  demanded, 
If hether  he  would  stand  to  the  det^raination  ofthe  ho\j 
church,  or  not,  which  affirmcth  that  in  the  sacraroenl 
of  the  altar,  after  the  words  of  consecration  being  rightly 
pronounced  of  the  priest,  the  same  bread,  which  before 
in  nature  was  bread,  ceaseth  any  more  id  b(i  bre^d  ?  1*6 
this  interrdgaiion  the  Said  Sir  William  said,  that  be 
would  stand  to  the  determination  ofthe  church,  wher(! 
siich  determination  tvas  not  contrary  to  the  will  of  God. 
This  done,  he  demanded  of  himagaine,  what  his  judge- 
ment was  concerning  the  sacrament  of  the  ahar:  vhd 
said  and  affirmed,  that  after  the  words  of  consecration, 
by  the  priest  duly  pronounced,  there  remained  very 
bread,  and  the  same  bread  which  was  before  the  words 
spoken.'*— This  examination  commenced  at  eight 
d^clock  in  the  morning,  and  ksted  about  three  hours: 
and  as  the  prisoner  would  not  notr  retract,  or  recede 
^om  bis  Ldlardism^  and  receive  what  was  ddled  Calk' 
oKc  informatumj  but  chose  td  persist j  at  all  erents,  in 
Ais  own  way  of  thinking,  the  archbishop,  as  we  aro 
told,  <<  by  the  counsell  and  assent  of  his  whole  coyent 
then  and  there  present,  did  promulgate  and  give  sen- 
tence by  the  mouth  Of  Robert  Hall,  against  the  same  Sir 
William,  beir^  personally  prefitot,  tuid  refusing  tore- 
yoke  his  heresies^  but  constantly  defended  the  same."  * 

f  He  might  well  answer  deridingUf,  for  each  iuterrogatioos  were  C£ 
only  to  excite  contempt  and  derision. 

»  Sec  Fox  873,  who  gives  the  following  as  a  copy  of  the  t»ii  ten* 
tenoe^'<  In  the  Name  qfGod^  Amen.  We  Thomas  by  the  grace  of  OiA 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  England,  and  Legate  of  the  See 
Apostolicall,  by  the  .authority  of  God  ahughty,  and  blessed  Saint  P<^ 
and  Poult  >^d  of  hoiy  churchy  and  by  our  own  authority ,  sitting  f<^  tribo- 
naU  or  chiefe  jodge»  having  God  olone  b^re  our  eyes,  by  the  comtfclft 
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>■  After  pasting^ite  said  sditence,  i^  adjoanmi^ttook 
*|>la<tey  till  thf  *wcek  i^er,  vihea  the  prisoner  ira§  again 
-Imiagbt  before  them,  two  or  three  diffi^renttupes.  .  Oa 
the  WJedneodi^  they  read  to  him  btsbop  Bpeocer^s  state- 
ineiit  of  his  piodess  against  hmi^  near  ivm  year^  befort. 
The  archbishc^  and  divers,  othdrs  now  reproached  hun 
for  holding  optnioDS  which  lie  had  beEwe  abjured;  as 
if  it  were  a  tfughtj  cwne  for  a  man,  after  having  been 
Imee  so  weak  as  U>.  reBOOod^  or  abjure  the  truth,  after- 
wardtf  to  i^peot  And  embrace  it— <^,  after  having  once 
^boenso  ovei^seen  as  to  resign  the  right  of  private  jadg* 
.inent,  ever  any  more  to  think  of  resfuning  it!  As  aU  tile 
stratagems  and  means  they  could  use  prored  now  too  fee- 
ble to  sh:ike  him  from  bis  integrity,  or  induce  himlo 
sacrifice  his  conscience  to  their  unrigiiteous  and  infernal 
/pleasare,  th^  lesoked  tic  should  be  forthwith  degraded : 
and  a  sentence  of  degradation  t  was  accordingly  passed 
upon  him  that  same  day.     The  execution  of  this  sen* 

•nd  coment  of  the  whole  ^rgie»  our  feHow  bretheren  and  toiTragatiff, 
asaistaiits  to  us  in  thU  pveaent  counceU  provinciall,  by  tint  oor  sea- 
tence  defioitire  do  pronounce,  decree,  and  declare  by  tbeee  presents, 
thee  William  Sautre^  otherwise  colled  Chawtrey,  parish  priest  pve^ 
tensed*  personally  app«»ariug  before  us,  in  and  upon  the  crime  of  U»» 
lesie,  judicially  and  lawfiitiy  convict,  as  an  herevike,  and  aa  an  bera* 
tiJca  be  punished.*' 

f  See  Fd»,  p.  674.  whore  we  find  a  copy  of  this  second  Sentence,  or 
sentence  of  degradation,  in  the  following  words.. .<'/n  tfte  Name  o/Gd, 

VlHufn.  Wee  Thomas  by  the  grace  of  God  archbishop  of  Canterburj^^ 
Xegate  of  tbe  See  Apostolicall,  and  metropolitan  of  all  England,  doe 
Ikid  and  declare,  that  thou  William  Sautre,  otherwise  called  Chautri?, 

'priest,  by  us  with  the  counscU  and  assent  of  all  and  smgular  our  fel- 
low brethren  and  whole  clergy,  by  this  oursentenc  definitive  de- 
clared in  writing,  hast  beene  for  heresie  convict  and  condemned,  anU 
art  (being  againe  fallen  into  bercide)  to  be  deposed  and'  degraded  bf 
these  presents,** 
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lence  was  deferred  till  the  FridtjfeBowiiig;  and  astiM 
lu^hbisfaop  coald  not  then  altend,  owing  to  bis  ddei« 
tioD  in  parliament,  it  was  fuither  defemd  till  (he  mor* 
fow  afier,  Th^  then  proceeded  to  botinen  in  good 
earnest,  aiid  a  moat  curions  process  it  certainly  was*- 
They  first  deprived  him  of  his  priests  order j  next  of 
liis  deacon^  order^  next  of  his  iubdeacotCs  orders  tbea 
of  his  acofyie^s  order^  then  of  his  exorcui^  or  hoh/'Wa^ 
Urnclerk^s  order ^  then  of  his  reader's  order ^  tbenof  hii 
$e9ton^$  order y  and  finally,  of  his  privilege  of  clergy  i 
in  t<^ken  of  which  his  tonsnre  was  erased,  a  lajmaa^ 
cap  pat  on  hi^  head,  and  binisdf  so  entirely  secabrind, 
or  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  lay  penon;^  us  if  h^  h|id  D^ 
yet  been  iq  orders^ 

All  this  was  certainly  abswd  enough ;  ^bntasitwsi 
ilsoyery  curious,  we  shall  here  gifp  it  more  circumstaiH 

*  Bat  its  absurdity  teemf  of  ftn  <^posit«  cast  to  that  of  OM  our  Iste 
partiameotSy  which  undertook  to  establith  the  popish  doctrine  of  the 
padskbUitff  o/tke  pmiti^,  or  clerical  ekarmeier,  than  which  nettker  the 
pbOTe  process,  oor  even  trfuisubetaatiatioii  iteelf,  eao  be  more  abMfi 
nr  ridieolons.  That  each  a  doctrine  shoold  really  be  reoogoited« 
•doptedy  and  eftel^lished  by  the  British  Senate,  now  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury, might  have  occasioned  no  small  astonishment,  had  not  tbessne 
pagnst  body^  ifitlyn  the  same  period,  done  so  many,  other  thiogi 
equally  strange,  manrellous,  and  disreputable.  Should  we  become  ts« 
quisitive,  and  presimie  to  ask.  What  if  tlu<  iayieible»  oursteriowi 
indelibly  something,  pi^^  cl^araoter;  the  epiicopal,prieiUy>  or  do* 
|)oal  character  I  some  wiU  tell  a«,  that  it  it  a  i^iiusl  po^r^  ot^  1 
hqlliit  ^,  ^s^sitMon,  ojthen  ^  tpiwHuai  figmre^  others  a  teuihk  ^tfhrkd 
polity,  otheini  a  real  rpla^m,  others  mfahri^  (kflhe  mndi  %y  eU  vkicit 
^ittle  mqre,  perhaps,  <^n  \^  m^de  out,  or  coiivprebendedt  than  that 
|he  advpca^s  pr  supporters  of  the  doctrine  are  VKW\  9^  variance 
a^ot^ttliv*  character.  But  bc^^ever  they  9iay  differ  in  ^leir  ide9> 
f  n4  4v'^n<^i^n8  of  the  ebaractf  r  i^$elf,  they  are,  it  seems,  in  perfect 
|gree|Deot  as  to  its  indelibility ;  being  all  firmly  persuaded,  ti^ 
^oa&h  I  ^U^op^  pnei tj^  •/  def^uo,  t^lxn  bereti^  ojjf  ichif matic^  dcitf 
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tially^  in  the  w(Ards  of  thd  historian  soofidn^feiMd  to^in 
these  pages^-^^Upon  Satarday,  being  the  26th4  of  Fe« 
bruaf  jr^  the  said  archbishop  of  Caaterbniy  sate  in  Uio 
bishop^s  seat  ot  the  fi>resaui  chutch  ot  SL  Paul^  in  Lon«« 
don,  and  solemnly  apparelled  in  his  [vontificall  attire^ 
sitting  with  him  as  bis  assistants  these  reverend  fathers 
and  bishops,  of  Londoo,  Linoolne,  Herefiird,  Ejsi^tsTf 
MoievensisSFRqffcnsisepiscopi^^^  [u  e*  the  bishops  of 
St.  Davids  and  Rochester]  ^^above  mentioned,  com<« 
mand^d  ai)d  caused  the  said  Sir  William  Sautre,  ap« 
parelled  in  pridstlj  vestments,  to  be  brought  and  ap* 
peare  before  him^  That  done,  he  declared  and  ex« 
4x2 

#ratheUty  h«  still  retains  the  cliar^cter;  and  thou^ti  out  a  christian 
muiAi  he  is  still  a  cbristiau  bishop,  priest,  or  deacon  :  thougii  be  b« 
degraded  and  excommunicated,  he  is  in  respect  to  the  eharaeter  still 
the  Mune.  Though  he  be  cut  off  from  tiic  c/h(irch|  he  is  still  a  ministec 
Ilk  the  church.  In  such  a  situatioiti  to  perfbim  any  of  the  sacrtid  funo^ 
lions  would  be  in  him  a  deadly  sin^  but  these  would  be  equally  ralid  as 
before.  Thus  he  may  not  be  within  the  pale  of  the  church  bimsell^ 
and  yet  be  in  the  church  a^  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  may  bpenlf 
asd  solemaly  blaspheme  God,  and  abjure  the  faith  of  Christ;  he  mmf 
apostatiae  to  Judaism,  to  Mahumetiim,  to  Paganism,  he  still  reuins 
the  character^  He  may  eveffl  become  a  priest  of  Jupiter,  or  4  priest 
•f  Baal,  aud  still  c^atioue  a  priest  of  Jesus  Christ^  The  character 
say  the  Schoolmen,  is  not  cancelled  even  in  the  damned,  but  remaina 
With  the  wicked  to  their  disgrace  aud  greater  confbsioa ;  so  thit  tii 
bell  they  are  the  ministers  of  Jesus  Chri«t^  aud  mestfeagerr  of  the  neW 
covenant!!  [see  the  late  Dr.  Campbell's  Leetures  on  ficelesiastical 
f^istory,  for  A  more  fall  aud  striking  view  of  this  subject.  J  That  outf 
Itgislatare,  in  sauctkming  the  said  Uortrine,  did  really  mean  tvfo  th« 
whole  length  the  Schoolmen  did,  or  adopt  all  their  ideas  concerning  it» 
may,  i^rKaps,  admit  of  some  doubt :  but  after  agreeing  uith  them  in 
the  main  po'iia,  it  oilght  be  thought  hardly  wofth  their  wbilc  to  he« 
sitate  about  the  smaller  matters.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  convocation 
over  which  archbishop  Arondef  presided,  iu  the  process agaiui  Sawtre^ 
seem  to  have  beeu  entirely  of  a  differeut  opinion,  both  fivm  tha 
Scboolmen  and  our  taii  late  pariiament,  oa  this  uotabla  qaastioa  «f 
•krlcal  iodcUbility* 
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^nttdtd  in  fingliBli  to  all  the  dtetgy  tiMt  ]»eopie,  ibm 
in  a  great  multttiideMBepiifaled;  that  &U  processe  tmi 
fiwsbed  and,  aided  against  the  raid  Sk  W.  Sautie* 
Which  tiding  finished,  befim  the  pinneancifig  of  the 
simlfitateaoe  of  the  letapse  against  the  said  SirWiOiain, 
aiiapmnised,  he  often  then  and  there  recited aod  read. 
And  for  that  he  saw  the  said  WiHiam  in  tb^  behalf 
nothing  abmktd;  be  pvooeeded  to  hia  dcgndalian  and 
actual  deposition  in  forme  as.  feMMretk. '-* 

*'JjB  the  Name  of  the  Father ^  and  of  the  8011^  tmi, 
of  the  Holjf  Ghost.  +  We  Thoma^bjGod^spennission 
arcbbi&hop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  and 
Legate  of  theapostolike  Sea,  dodenoancethee  William 
l^utre,  otherwise  called  Cbaotris,  chaplaine  fatned^ 
in  tlie  hatbifle  and  ftppsirell  of  a  priest,  as  an  heretikf , 
and  one  refallen  into.heresie,  by  this  our  sentence  defi- 
tiHiiye  by  connoell,  assent,  and  authority  to  be  condemn* 
ed,  and  by  conclusion  of  all  our  fcilow  brethren,  fellow 
bbhops,  prelates  councell  provinciail,  and  of  the  whole 
clergy,  do  degrade  and  deprive  thee  of  thy  priestly  cr* 
der.  And  in  sign  of  degradation  and  actual  depositioii 
from  thy  priestly  dignity,  for  thine  incorrigibility  and 
want  of  amendment,  we  take  from  thee  the  piUeid  and 
chalice^  and  doe  deprive  thee  of  all  power  and  autho* 
rity  oCcelebrating  the  masse,  and  also  we  pull  from  thy 
backe  the  casule^  and  take  from  thee  the  vestmettt^  and 
deprive  thee  of  all  manner  of  priestly  honour.  '* 

"Also-,  We  Thomas,  tlie  aforesaid  archbishop,  by 
l^thoritj,  counsel!^  ^di^^sent,  which  upon  the  fioNresaid 

f  The  sente  ice  priiite4  iaJtalkatt  grren  in  latin  by  YffH 
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Wflliam  ire  Imve,  being  deacon  pretensed^  m  the  habit 
and  appar^  ok  a  deacon^  having  the  New  TestumenZ 
in  thy  bandsi  being  an  heretike,  and  twice  fkllen^  con- 
demned by  sentence  as  is  aforesaid,  do  degrade  and  put 
theeftom  the  order  of  a  deacon.  And  in  token  of  thii 
thy  degradation  and  actu^ll  deposition,  We  take  Trom 
thee  the  book  of  the  New  Testament ^  and  the  stole j  and 
do  deprive  thee  of  all  authority  in  reading  pf  the  gos^)!, 
and  of  all  and  all  m^uiper  ^f  d^ity  of  a,  deacon. " 

**Abo,  we  Thomas  archbishop  aforesaid,  by  antho-' 
fity  eounsell,  and  assent^  which  over  thee  the  foresaid 
William  we  have,  being  a  subdeacon  pretensedy  intbe^ 
habit  and  vestment  of  a  subdeacon,  an  heretike,  and' 
twicfe  fallen,  cdndemned  by  sentence,  as  is  aforesaid,  do 
degrade  and  put  tkeefrom  the  order  of  subdeacon  i  andf 
ki  token  of  this  thy  degradation  and  actuaH  deposition, 
Ifre  take  from  thee  the  albe  and  maniple^  and  do  depiire 
tbee  of  an  and  all  maimer  of  subdiaconicall  dignity.  *^ 

<fA|i%  WeThoma9a|t)ibi6l|op4M<ffeiaid,  by  oaaa^. 
tf^W,  afo^and  aiAth^rity  which  we  havciover  thee  ih^ 
toxmtAd  WiUitiQy  mmMo^iiP  pretensetJl^  w:^ring  ther 
hiAi^  of.an  ao<rfyte,awlJbe<elAke^  twice  ftUea,  hgr  oiuc 
seateM^e,  as  is  aloieswi,  coddctnn^)  doQ  degrade  an4 
pa^  from  thee  all.ofder^iali  acolyte;  and  in  sigiH?  apd 
token  of  Ikis  thy.dfgcadaiUta  aod  actoattdepprittoi^  we 
lake  ftoai  tfaee  the  itmdks^ick  wod  taper^  and  aliio  the 
urceoluniy  and  do  deprive  thee  of  all  and  all  masaer  ot 
dignity  of  an  Acolyte.— Also,  We  Thomas  archbishop 
aforesaid,  by  assent,  councill,  and  authority,  which 
iipon  tbee  the  foresaid  William  wc  have^  an  Eworcist 
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prttenteij  in  (he  babite  of  an  exorcist  or  ludjr  water 
elerke,  being  an  beretike^  twi;:e  fallen,  and  bjroarseo« 
tence^  as  is  aforesaid,  condemned,  do  degrade  and  de* 
pose  thee  from  the  order  of  an  Exorcist ;  and  in  token 
of  Uiis  tbj  degradation  and  actual  deposiiioq,  we  take 
from  thee  the  book  of  conjural^ns^  dnd  do  deprive  thee 
of  all  and  singular  dignity  of  an  exorcists '^ 

^^Also^  We  Thomas  archbishop  Aforessiid^  bj  Assent, 
counsell,  and  authority,  as  is  aboyesaid,  do  degrade  and 
flepose  thee  the  foresaid  William,  reader  preUnsedj 
olothed  in  the  habit  of  a  reader^  an  heretick,  twice  fal- 
len, and  by  our  sentence,  as  aforesaid,  condemned, 
'  from  the  order  of  a  reader  t  tad,  in  token  of  this  thy 
degradation  and  actual  deposition,  we  lake  firom  thee 
4be  book  qfthe  dtoine  lections  iiSo^i  is^  Oie  book  of  the 
church  legend)  and  do  deprive  thee  of  all  and  singular 
manner  of  dignity  of  such  a  reader^— Also^  We  Thomas 
archbishop  aforesaid,  by  authority,  counsell,  -and  as- 
sent, the  which  we  have,  as  is  aforesaid,  doe  degiade, 
and  put  thee  the  foresaid  William  Sawtre^  Sexkmprc^ 
tensedy  in  the  habit  of  a  sexton,  and  wearing  a  surplice, 
being  an  herelike,  twice  fallen,  by  our  sentence  defini* 
tive  condemned,  as  aforesaid,  from  the  order  of  a  sexton: 
and,  in  token  of  this  thy  degradation  and  actual  depo« 
aition,  for  the  causes  aforesaid,  we  take  from  thee  the 
*eyef  of  the  church  doore^  and  thy  surplice j  and  do  dc» 
J)rive  thee  of  all  and  singular  manner  ofcommoditia  of 
a  doorc-keeper." 

"Also,  by  the  authority  of  omnipotent  God,  the  Fa^ 
ther,  Sm,  and  Holy  Ghost^   and  by  our  authorit/i 
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^ounsell,  and  assent  of  oar  whole  coancel  provinctall 
abore  written,  we  do  degrade  thee,  and  depose  thee, 
being  here  personally  present  before  us,  from  orders, 
benefices,  priviledges,  and  habit  in  the  church;  and 
for  thy  pertinacy  incorrigible  we  doe  degrade  thee  befort 
the  secular  court  of  the  high  constable  and  marshal  of 
England y  being  personally  present ;  and  do  depose  thee 
from  all  and  singular  elerkely  honours  and  digfMes 
tohatsoeoery  by  these  writings.  Also  in  token  of  thy  de« 
gradation  and  deposition,  here  actually  we  have  caused 
thj/  crowne  and  ecclesiasticaU  tonsure  in  our  presence  to 
be  rased  awaj/j  and  utterly  to  be  abolished,  like  unto  the 
form  of  a  secular  layman ;  and  here  we  do  put  upon  the 
head  of  thee,  the  aforesaid  William,  the  cap  of  a  lay 
secular  person ;  beseeching  the  court  aforesaid  that  they 
win  receive  favourabljf  *  tUe  sate)  WilKam  unto  them 
thus  recommitted* 

Having  thus  performed  tT^eir  part  of  this  diabolical 
work,  and  delivered  the  prisoner  into  the  hands  of  the 
civil  magistrate,  <Hbe  bishops,  not  yet  contented,  ceasp 

*  If  there  be  any  one  thing  more  detestable  than  the  retl  among 
the  proceedings  of  Arundel  and  his  inquisitorial  associates,  against 
Sawtre,  it  is  their  affecting  to  feel  for  him,  or  commiserate  his  case 
and  reconmiend  him  to  the/aoour  of  the  secular  poMrer,  at  the  wtt^ 
time  when  they  were  delivering  hiii^  up  as  a.  sheep  to  the  slaughter 
(or  to  the  butcher)  or  as  a  Tictim  for  immediate  immolation*  They 
felt  no  pity  for  him,  and  knew  that  the  magistrate  would  shew  him 
pofafour*— The  judlges.  of  the  IwfmnHon  alsp  are  said  always  to  ezpnyM 
n(ioeh  tenderness  and  goodwill  towards  those  they  condemn  to  the 
fames.— Our ^1*1^401/  uioAprtkndtd  tomgeHed  seeis,  likewise,  are  ct* 
ten  hei^  to  use  the  language  of  kiadiiess  and  pity  towards  tho^ 
whom  they  have  pronounced  to  be  kerelits,  at  the  same  time  they  are 
doing  aU they  canto  render  thetti  odious  in  the  eyes  of  aU  men,  and 
depriTethenpi^fUieJ^oacesaiid  food  opl^oa  of  a|l  t^ir  foUoir« 
citizens* 
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3^>  ($fty*  ^vur  historian)  to  call  Wfoa  (be  king  to  cme 
bim  to  be  brovgbt  forth  to  speedy  execution^.  Wherer 
upon  thfi  kieg,  ready  enough^  and  too  mucb,  to  grati- 
fie  the  clergy,  and  to  isetaine  tbeir  fayours,  diceddb 
out  a  terrible  decree  against  the  wd  WilHam  Sawtre, 
fmd  sent  it  to  the  maior  and  sberifies  of  London  tobe 
pat  in  execution*'^  This  terriUe  decree,  or  royal  war« 
xaot  for  (be  prison^'s  execution,  was  obtained,  itseero^ 
on  the  Tery  day  of  bis  d^p»dation^  when  the  copToca* 
lion  passed  their  final  sentence  and  gave  him  «p  to  the 
civil  power:  so  that  there  was  here  no  time  lost;  and  tb^ 
closing  scene,  no  doubt,  soon  ensued*  The  royal  de- 
cree^ or  wanant  was  as  follows ; 

^^Tfffi  Acreeafoitr  saoereigne  I^ord  the  Kmgandhit 
Cornicell  in  parUameni^  Ugaimi  a  ceriaot  mw  spntng 
up  her  dick.  To  the  maior  and  sherifs  of  JUmdon^  4%. 
Whereas  the  reverend  father,^  Thomas  archbi^op  of 
Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England  and  legat  of  tlie 
apo^olike  ^a,  by  fhe  assent,  consent,  and  conbcill  of 
6(her  bishops,  and  his  brethren  suffragans,  and  also  of 
ail  the  whole  cteigy  wiUiia  his  proviRcei  or  fiocet, 
gathered  together  in  his  proyinciall  councell,  the  doe 
0fder  of  the  law  being  observed  in  all  points  ia  tbb  be« 
halfe,  has  ]^ronounc6d  and  declared,  by  his  definitiTe 
jenlenen,  William  Sawtre  sometime  ohaplatoe,  falkn 
again  info  his  most  damnable  heresie,  the  v^bich  before 
Hme  .the  s«id  WiUima  bad  ab^ufed,  therettpon  to  bo 
Ik  most  manlfesft  btittick,  and  thetiefoie  hath  decreed 
tbal^he  should  be  dq^raded,  .and  hathivilioMno  eaaie 
teally  degmded  him  from  effl  ^teh^^  tjsAfM^ 
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6f  ihe  clergy,  decreeing' to  leave  him  Unto  the  secular 
power;  aiid  hvth  really  ^o  loft  bira^  according  to  the 
laws  and  oanonicaU  sanctions  'sel  fdrth  in  bis  bebalfe^ 
mid  aWtbaiour  boly  mother  the  church  batli  tio  further 
to  do  in  the  premibses :  We  therefore  being  xealous  in  re* 
ligbn,  f  ^nd  referent  love^  of  the  cathdike  fSuth^  wil« 
lin^  and  imnding  to  ro'ainlaine  and  defend  the  holy 
ohureb,  and  the  lawes  and  libertic^sof  the  same,  to  root 
all  such  errors  and  heresies  out  of  our  ktngtfome  of  i-ng* 
land,  and  with  eendigne  punishment  to  correct  and  pun* 
i^  all  heretikes,  or  ^ucli  asbedonvict;  proylded  al* 
ways  th  it  both  according  to  the  law  of  Grid  and  roan> 
and  the  cononicill  in^itutions  in  tliis  bchaife  accus- 
tomed, such  hercitikcs  convict  and  condemned  in  forme 
afores  lid  ou^llt  to  b?  burned  with  fire  x  We  command 
you  nis  strailly  a^  we  may,  orcan^  fihnely  enjoyning 
you  that  you  caitiie  (he  said  Witliam,  being  in  your 
custody,  in  some  pn1>likc  or  open  place  within  <he  lib* 
erties  of  your  city  aforesaid  <  the  cause  aforesaid  being 
published  unto  tbe  people  )  to  be  put  into  the  £re,  and 
there  in  the  same  fire  really  to  be  b  irnec^  to  the  grrat 
horrourof  hlsoffertco^  and  thSmitiifa^texnmple  of  other 
christians.  Fail  not  in  the  exer/.tion  hereof  upon  the 
perill  that  will  full  thercU|>on.  ♦*  ♦ 

This  memorable  warrant  (  dated  26tht  of  February) 
Mras,  no  doubt,  speedily  executed:  perlups  the  very 
day  on  which  it  was  issued.  The  death  Vi hich  it  orderf 
or  appoints  forthea'lei^l  crime  of  I  ^resv,  or  to  '\\bich 
it  devotes  the  reputed  offender,  is  sup xied  to  ditstin* 
guish  it  from  all  other  warrants  th.it  hud  ever  l)een  issued 

4   F 
f  Yet.    ^Tilbhly  w..  .  ^  P«5i  €15. 
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htCote  by  our  English  mmincbs:  at  least,  .there  is  not 
known  to  have  been  heie,  ^mrioosly  to  thb  reign,  any 
bw  dooming  adjudged  faerattcs  to  the  flames.  Heaiy 
IV.  therefore,  stawls  pre^inent  among  oar  so^reieignf 
as  a  promotor  of  the  banting  of  those  v/hom  the  prissto 
pronounced  or  denomfaialed  heretics.  It  is  remarkable 
eaongh  that  the  ix>or  lollaids  found  sdch  an  eneny  in 
him,  who,  as  irell  as  his  father,  bad  Icmg  afiected  to  be 
their  great  pateon.  But  it.  was  all,  iMt>babl7,  nothing 
but  policy:  neither  fiither  nor  9on  can  be  supposed 
ever  to  have  been  real  loren  of  either  liberty  or  justice. 
Henry's  accession  to  the  thrdne  (io  which  he  had  no 
right)  disclosed  his  true  ehanupier ;  and  he  has  been 
known  ever  since,  as  one  of  the  worst  of  our  princes. 
Arundel  and  his  brethren  helped  him  to  obtain  and  nsnrp 
the  crown,,  in.  hopes  that  he,  in  return,  would  bdp 
tiienrinsuch  affiiirs  as  this  ofSawtre:  nor  were  they 
disappointed.  They  fitvoured  his  baseness  on  that^and 
he  favoured  theirs,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  wishes. 
An  this  and  on  all  similar  occasions^ 

The  execution  of  Sawtre  was  the  first  fruit  of  the  new 
.  law  for  burning  Jier^iic9 ;  and  it  was  soon  followed  bjr 
an  abundant  harvest.  The  number  of  those  who  were 
(burnt  for  their  religioa  in  £ngland  whilst  this  execrable 
law  was  in  force,  which  was  near  300  years,  was  enor« 
mously  great.  As  Sawtre  stands  at  th^  head  of  those 
^  memorable  confessors,  it  was  thought  requisite  to  be 
somewhat  particular  and  circumstantial  in  our  account 
of  him.  The  sons  of  freedom  will  venerate  his  memory, 
while  they  deCest  and  execrate  that  of  his  crowned  and 
mitred  {kersecutors.    Of  our  crowned  demons  notx  could 
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any  ever  did  or  could  go  beyond  Atuntdel  mni  Spnteet^ 
For  Sawlre  to  fidl  into  sucli  bands  must  truly  bate  beeft^: 
amostsad  andpitiaUecase.    ItvasUkefiilliog  anunif 
thievesy  or  into  a  den  of  bungiy  lions.* 

It  is  pretly  reraarlmHe  tbat  tbe  prisopieE's  plan  of  rei* 

form,  or  intended  q^caiipn  to  parUament  wa$  not  ^ 

JowedXo  come  at  allHnder  thediscussion- of  the  coi»» 

Tocation ;  altbongb  tfaisy  bad  pretended  to  take  it  under 

their  serious  consideration,  instead  of  its  goipg  befose 

parliament.  Bat  they  knew  better  tban  to  ba?e  done  89,- 

and  look  a  much  shoftatand  surer  course  to  gain  their  point 

imd  e&ct  the  reformer's  ruin,  by  proceeding  simply  onia 

letigious  ground,  and  baring  bua  tried  as  a  relapsed  hr« 

xetic    So  irell  did  they  know  their  business,  and  hoffr 

to  avail  themsdlveaof  all  tbe  advantages  belonging  to 

tb^  exalted  siltaation.~A¥e  shall  now  take  our  leave  of 

them,  and  a)80  of  William  Sawtr^  whose  memory  wie 

Jbave  here  eAdeavoured  to  rescue  firom  oblivion.    His 

*being  so  distinguished  a  character  anwog  tbe  then 

inhabitants  of  Lymi,aBd,  especially,  hts  being  the  En^&tt^ 

protoHnartyr,  wiU,  it  is  presumed,  sufficieatly  justify  and 

apologize  for  theuntisual  length  of  fliis  artide— and  as  tt 

rKhibits  religions  bigotiy  and  intolerance  in  their  native 

'defoimity  Attdhatefiilness,  it  may  be  of  use  to  those  indivi- 

^dualsamomg  us,  oi  ^ery  denomination,  who  bare  not 

-yd  made  any,  or  madi  j^ogressinObe  christian virtue&of 

forbeattnce^  candour,  and  libemlity. 

3.  Alan,  Ateynej  or  Allen  of  Lymtj  was,  itseemf 
a  native  of  this  town,  and  contemporary  witir  Sawtra, 
but  a^  younger  mauy  and  lon^  his  survivor,  andso  r«^ 
•pjresented  as  flourishing  about  twenty  years  later^    He 
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e^eiXfy  6fa  veiy  dlffennt  oast  from  bim,  sM 

never  gave  himself  tbe  least  concern^  as  far  as  we  know^ 

about  the  politick  of  the  tln^,  or  the  reform  of  civil  or 

'ccclesiai>tical  abuses,    BerfecKly  regtircUess  of  the  6p< 

pressions  of  the  rulers  aucl  the  grievances  of  the  people, 

-be  emfdoyed  his  time  in  poring  over  the  huge  volumes 

f^f  the  FaChenr  and  Schoolmen,  and  writing  indexes  (o 

-ibem«    We  are  told  lie  made  Mcsrei  to  no  less  than  SS 

of  those  authors,  among  wliioh  were  A  nguslin,  Ansehn, 

'  and  Aquinas.    Such  an  en^loyiMnty  though  of  no  real 

.use  or  benefit  to  the  community,  proeut^  bim  the  boo- 

.  our  of  being  classed  among  the  eminent  men,  or  Itlenti 

.of  thiit  age;  and  his  name  has  been  handed  (o  posteritj 

•as  one  of  the  distinguisbed  charabters  which  Lyno  hai 

^nroduoedi    His  skill  and  industiy  in  making  Uiose  ia- 

•  denes  might,  no  doubt,  deserveoommeudatton,  hotcsn 

hardly  be  said  to  entitle  him  to  any  degvee  (rf  literiiy 

celebrity.    He  may  be  said  therefore  to  have  acquired 

.  more  fame  than  was  fiurly  his  due*    But  so  it  bai 

loflen  happened:  while  the  merits  of  some  ha?e  facm 

I  greatly  undeiialed,   those  of  atbera,   on  the  cootis- 

ry,  h|iv0  been  magnified  beyond  all  reason  and  justicsi 

Alan  received  bis  educatiOfn  at  Cambridge,  where  he  ob> 

*tained  the  degree  of  Dootor  m  Diyiaity  •    He  was  of  tiie 

>  order  of  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars,  and   tbereioie 

hb  residence  here  must  have  lieen  at  their  great  homtt 

or  oonvent  in  South  Lynn,    How  long,  he  resided  (kit 

Cannot  now  be  said.    We  ere  told  that  he  died  abouttbe 

;year  1428,  and  was  buried  at  Lyqn.    The  place  of  hii 

.burial,  no  doubt,  was  the  dormitory  of  hie  own  convent 

situated  on  thatspotin  South  Lynn  now  oaUed  the  fH^** 

4,  WlliLUai  WA144Y8.      He  was   colempoiaqr 
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Srttli  (be  last,  and  like  him  one  of  our  Lynn  friars,  but 
of  (beaugustinian  order,  flewasnof,  like  (be  former 
a  mere  reader,  and  maker  of  indexes,  but  a  real  autbor^ 
and  b  said  to  hare  written  many  books;  but  (beir  titles 
and  ct)ntents  are  no  longer  remembered  or  known.  Tbey 
might  be  on  interesting  subjects,  and  those  subjects 
Inight  there  be  handled  in  a  judicious  and  masterly  man- 
ner; or  they  might  not.  However  that  was,  and  what- 
ever tbey  were.  It  seems  they  have  long  ago  perished, 
like  Innumerable  other  works,  no  less  valuable  and  wor- 
thy of  preservation;  and,  perhaps,  much  more  so. '  But 
bis  name,  has  been*preserved,  as  one  of  the  eminent 
Xynn  men  of  former  times^  How  long  he  resided  here,  we 
are  not  informed ;  but  we  are  told  that  he  died  in  1421; 
luid  we  may  presume  (hat  he  was  buried  in  the  convent 
or  dormitory  of  the  Austin  firlars,  which  stood  behind 
the  house  now  inhabited  by  Mr.  Rbbton.  He  must  havo 
been  eminent  In  his  day,  especially  among  those  of  his 
fraternity,  for  we  are  told  that  he  became  general  of 
(hat  order. 

5.  JoHii  Barkt,  or  Barret.  He  too  was  a  friar, 
of  the  same  order  tirith  Alan;  (hat  of  the  Carmelites.  He 
was  a  native  of  this  town,  and  educated  at  Cambridge, 
'^^wben  Ieambg(as/Vii2rr  says)  ran  low  and  degrees  high 
in  (hat  University ;  so  (ha(  a  Scholar  could  scarcely 'be 
'seen  for  Doctors;  till  the  university,  sensible  of  the 
'mischief  thereof,  appohited  Dr.  Cranmer  (afterwards 
'$ibp.  of  Canterbury)  to  be  the  examiner  of  all  candi- 
*dates  in  Divinity.  Amongst  others,  he  stopt  Baret,  for 
bis  insufficiency,  who  (hen  wen(  back  (o  Lynn,  and  ap« 
'plied  himself  (o  learning  wtth  such  success,  (hat  in  a 
^shert  (ime  lie  became  an  adnmaUe  schdars  and  com* 
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inencin^  dpdory  with  due  applauflf,  lired  many ; 
a  painful  pFeacber  at  Norwich;  alwajs  making  \ 
of  Crannner  as  the  means  of  hk  haf^inesr.''  B«twe 
fod  that  he  had  something  of  the  Vicar  of  Jkaj  abmi 
kirn;  for  it  seems  he  waa  at  first  a  papist;  afierwaidiy 
in  tl^  latter  pact  of  Henry  the  eighth'aveig^  and  that 
of  Edward^  a  protectant;  fgain,  ki  that  of  MarjTy  a 
lealous  papist;  andlast]^,iathatof£U»dxth^asU«iich 
protestant*  It  seems^  bowd^er,  tlutt  he  died  soon  after 
iho  Gommencement  of  the  latter  leign :  and  one  would 
kope  that  be  died  in  the  true  fiiith.— As  to  his  veeciiy 
or  changing  with  the  times^  whcgre  is  the  ia^^rqirietf 
cf  that?  Ought  not  the  ministeis  <tf  a  national  er  stale 
iriigioQ  to  be  sabmissive  to,  or  dire^^ted  by  the  state^ffoia 
which  they  dfrive  their  cieed^  their  xevenue^  their 
fomttp  and  their^  eyery  thing  3 

Tite  sulyects  of  the  fotpgtmg  biographical  artidel 
bemg  all  tcdfiHasHcs^  and  all  the  ecdesiastia  of  iMif 
note  that  distinguished  Lymii  as  fiff'as  we  know^  dm* 
ing  the  long  period  of  whicliwehaTie  been  tmtiBg^  it 
night  be  expected  that  we  shoald  ia  the  ne^rt  pbct 
give  a  list  of  the  eminent  fe^ymen  that  sprang,  np  to^ 
in  the  course  <rf  the  same  period.  But,  abs!  we  took 
and  search  for  them  in  vain:  hardly  can  one  be  fsnnd 
whose  name  deserves  to  be  .recorded,  or  lemembeied 
by  posterity.  William  dc  Bitterii^,  John  de  Wcirf- 
w(Hrth,  Bartholomy  Petipas,  and.ThomasMfllery  foor^ 
onr  ancient  aldermen,  were  perhaps  the  mostmemorable^ 
or  notable  that  can  now  be  discorered.  Of  two  of  them 
somewhat  has  been  said  already,  and  asort  of  promise 
_|rasmade  to  bring  them  again  under  review;  but^  ugoa 
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-second  thought^  they  did  not  appear  to  deserve  so  mucli 
fhither  noticeas  was  then  intended.— As  to 

6.  WiUiAM  DE  BiTTERiNO,  wc  feam  that  he 
fionrbhed  in  the  rdgn  of  Edward  III.  and  was  chosen 
mayor  of  the  town,  four  or  five  different  times;  so  that 
lie  must  have  been  here,  in  his  day,  a  person  of  no  smalt 
Bote  and  influence.  The  first  year  of  his  mayoralty, 
it  seems,  was  IS51.  He  was  again  chosen,  and  served 
tlie  office,  the  ensuing  year;  so  that  he  was  then  may<^ 
two  years  successively.  He  is  said  to  have  b^en  again 
chosen  in  1355,  but  begged  to  be  excused,  on  the  plea 
that  it  was  wearisome  to  be  so  often  in  office,  and,  es« 
pecially,  that  he  i;?as  then  under  a  vow,  to  go  on  pil« 
grimage  to  a  certain  saint:  from  which  it  would  seeni 
that  he  was,  in  his  way,  a  very  religious  character.  His 
resignation  was  accepted,  and  J  a  fin  dc  toultshaU^  who 
had  served  the  year  before,  was  chosen  again,  and  had 
SO/,  given  him  by  the  commonalty  to  take  upon  him 
the  office  for  that  year.  Bittering  was  again  chosen 
and  served  the  office  in  1358,  and  again  in  1365. 
The  time  of  his  death  does  not  appear.  He  was  buried 
in  St.  Nicholas*  chapel,  where  his  grave  is  known  by 
n  flat  stone  of  uncommon  dimensions^  being  above  ten 
feet  long  and  above  six  broad,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
the  oldest  sepulchral  monument  now  existing  in  this 
town.  (Mackerell,  131.) 

7.  8.  John  de  Wentworth  and  BartholomY  Pe* 
tiPAs.  They  are  not  here  coupled  or  joined  together 
because  they  were  firiends  for  no  two  men  could  well  be 
further  from  that,  but  rather  because  they  were  foes^  and 
the  heads  of  two  hostile  factions,  by  which  the  town  was 
kept  in  a  state  of  constant  distraction  for  a  grest  length 
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of  time*  It  seems  impossible  now  to  ascertain  t1iegmttii(}|. 
or  cause  of  that  deadly  animosity  t^  hich  those  two  fiio 
tioiig^  or  these  two  men  entertained  ag  tinst  each  oihcrt 
lioUardism,  we  know,  did  then  much  agitate  the  Jking^ 
dom,  but  we  cannot  say  that  it  was  the  occasion  of  this 
discord  at  Lynn.  Nor  can  we  say  that  it  was  a  mere 
political  broil,  or  contest  between  the  partisans  of  (lie 
tpiscopal  feudal  prerogatives  and  their  opponents,  though 
this  may  seem  mote  probable^  as  it  appears  from  pages 
365  and  559  of  this  Tolumci  that  Petipas  was  on  good^ 
and  Wentworth  on  bad  terms  with  the  bishop.  How« 
ever  this  was,  it  is  pretty  evident  that  these  two  were 
mighty  men  and  men  of  renown  here  in  those  days^ 

9.  Thomas  Millee,  or  MUner.  He  wastbe  lead- 
irkg  man  among  our  ancestors  in  tbd  reign  of  Henry 
yilL  being  governor  of  the  town,  and  mayor  dso 
one  time  for  four  successive  years ;  and  be  served  that 
offioc  afterwards  twice,  if  not  more ;  so  that  he  was 
mayor  of  Lynn  six  or  seven  times,  which  is  not  knona 
to  have  been  the  cise  with  any  other.  But  what  made 
bim  the  most  memorable  was  his  sucoessflil  contest,  ev 
hw-suit  with  the  bishop,  during  the  former  part  ot  bit 
ihayoralty,  about  their  respective  claimt  to  have  th^ 
Svonf  carried  befoce  them.  This  legal  decision  estab* 
lished  the  mayor's  independence  upon  the  bishop. 

Having  now  paid  our  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memery 
of  our  eminent  men  of  those  times,  we  shall  here  cioie 
this  chapter,  which  brings  us  down  to  the  a:a  of  (he 
Teformation. 


End  of  Part  l\h 
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id  THB   HtSTORY   OP  TUB   ROYAL  TOUCOii^ 

See  page  336; 

iSince  the  flection  on  the  royal  touch  h^n  been  prints 
fed  off,  a  paper  has  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Magazine^ 
Under  the  signature  of  Jf.  Bannantine,  which  casts  some 
further  light  upon  that  subject.     As  it  b  presumed  it 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader,  we  take  the  liber- 
ty of  inserting  here  the  substance  of  it. —  ^^It  does  not 
appear  (says  that  writer)  that  any  of  the  House  of  Bruns« 
Wick  have  asserted  this  royal  function;   at  least,  it  has 
not  been  publicly  announced,  as  was  formerly  the  prac«' 
tice:'  but  were  hb  present  maji^iy  to  resumed  it,   such 
faith  is  yet  put  in  the  assertion  of  a  king,   that  all  the 
courtieb  and  the  great  body  of  the  ignorant  multitude 
would  not  hesitate  to  believe  its  infalUbilify.      The  last 
tovereign  who  appeals  to  have  exercised  thb  miraculous 
gift  was  queen  Arme.    In  the  royal  gazette  of  Mar.  12. 
17IS.  appears  the  following  public  notice:    ^<It  being 
her  Majesty's  royal  intention  to  touch  publicly  for  the 
Evil  the  17th.  of  this  instant  March,  and  so  to  continue 
for  sometime,  it  b  her  Majesty's  Command,   that  tick- 
ets be  delivered  tlie  day  befdre  at  Whitehall^  and  that  all 
persons  bring  a  certificate,   signed  by  the  minb(er  and 
church-wardens  of  their  respective  parishes,  that  Ifacy 
never  received  the  royal  touch  J*^ — He  further  adds,  that 
JPisematty  Sergeant  Surgeon  to  Chas.  Sfnd  j  in  a  treatise 
on  the  £vi]^  speaks  of  the  royal  touch  in  the  following 
4f« 
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terms:  ^<I  hare  myself  beea  freqaent  eye  witness  of  ma« 
ny  hundreds  of  cares  performed  by  |iis  majesty's  toack 
abne,  without  the  assistance  of  cfainif|pery^  and  ttose 
many  of  them  such  as  had  tired  out  the  endeaTOttrs  of 
able  cbirurgebns  before  they  came  thither.  It  were  end- 
less to  relate  what  1  myself  have  seen,  and  what  I  hate 
Teceived  acknowledgement  of  by  Letters,  not  only  from 
the  several  parts  of  the  nation,  but  also  from  Irelaodi 
Scotland^  Jersey,  and  Germany/* — It  was  the  office  of 
Wiseman/  as  Sergeant  Surgeon,  to  select  such  afflicted 
objects  as  were  proper  to  be  presented  for  the  rojal 
touch. — Is  it  possible  (L  Bunnantine  here  exclaims) 
io  desire  a  n^ore  satisfactory  testimony  of  these  miraco- 
lous  cures,  than  that  of  a  man  of  science  and  respecta- 
bility, ^under  whose  immediate  inspection  they  were  per- 
formed, and  who  had  ^^himself  been  a  frequent  eje»mU 
pess  of  many  hundreds  of  cures  performed  by  his  majes- 
ty's touch  alone!'* — The  late  judge  Barrington  (hefiir- 
tber  observes)  relates  what  he  heard  from  an  old  man, 
a  witness  in  a  cause,  with  regard  to  this  miraculous  pow- 
er of  healing. — *'He  had  by  his  evidence  fixed  the  time 
of  a  fact,  by  queen  Anne's  having  been  at  Oxford,  and 
touched,  him,  whilst  a  child,  for  the  Evil.  When  he 
had  finished  his  evidence,  I  h&d  an  opportunity  of  ask* 
ing  him,  whether  he  really  was  cured?  Upon  which  he 
observed,  with  a  significant  sinile,  that  he  believed  him* 
self  never  to  have  had  a  complaint  that  deserved  to  be 
considered  as  the  Evil;  but  that  his  parents  were  poor, 
and  had  no  objection  to  the  bit  ofGold.^*  It  seems  to  mc 
(adds  the  judge)  this  piece  of  Grold,  that  was  given  U>- 
those  who  were  touched;   account^  for  the  great  resort 
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M  thiB  occasion,  and  the  supposed  aftenmrdii  niraeii* 
Idtts  cures. — GimeUi^  ih^famoiis  traveller,  gives  an  ac«. 
count  of  1600  per;MXis  ofih-ing  tliemselves  to  be  cured  of 
the  Evil  by  Lewis  xiv;  on  Easter  Sunday,  1686.  GimoUt 
.  himself  i^as  present  at  the  c^emony  s  every  Frenchman 
received  15  Souce,  and  every  foreigner  90.  This  pom* 
er  of  healing  assumed  by  the  kings  of  Prance  occasioned 
great  resort  to  Francis  I.  ivhile  prisoner  at  Madrid,  by 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  not  such  faith  in  their  own  king^t 
touch?  It  appears  by  a  proclamation  of  Jas.  I.  Mar« 
95.  1617.  that  the  kings  of  England  would  not  permit 
any  resort  to  them  for  these  miraculous  cures  in  the  sum- 
mer4ime«  By  another  proclamation  of  June  18.  1626. 
it  \&  ordered  that  ho  one  shatt  apply  for  this  purpose^ 
who  does  not  bring  a  proper  certificate,  that  he  has  ne« 
ver  been  touched  before  i  the  same,  it  has  been  lUready 
seen,  were  the  terms  on  which  queen  Anne  granted  her 
royal  touch« — hi  a  prayer-book  printed  in  1703,  is  a 
form  of  the  Church-service  for  the  occasion  of  the  royal 
touch..  After  the  Lord's  Prayei  it  is  stated,  ^<Tben 
«hall  the  infirm  persons,  one  by  one,  be  presented  to  tho 
queen;  while  the  queen  is  laying  her  hands  upon  them 
and  is  putting  the  Gold  about  their  necks,  the  chaplain 
that  officiates  turning  himself  to  her  majesty  shall  say 
these  words  following :  ^<God  give  a  blessing  to  this  worii 
and  grant  that  these  sick  persons  on  whom  the  queen 
hQTS  her  hands  may  recover  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord ! " — ^Afler  some  other  prayers,  the  chnplain,  stand- 
ing with  his  face  towards  ^hose  come  to  be  healed,  sfaaH 
say  r  ^The  Almighty  Grod,  who  is  a  most  s^ng  tower 
to  all  them  that  put  their  (rust  la  himj  to  whoai  all 
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ihingft in  Keatm,  inearth,  and dnder the eArilt^  dc^ boil 
andohc^^  be  eyermore  jour  defence;  tad  make yoil 
inow  and  feel  that  there  is  no  other  name  ander  hea?ea 
given  to  mM^  and  through  whom  yon  may  reoeiye 
liealth  aiid  salrationi  but  oa\7  in  the  name  of  ourLoid 
^esuaClirifttl.ABieiU*'  ^Mo,  Magi  BAwu  l&lOi 

£nd  of  volume  L 
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ftge^,  lined,  tor  ifhimetdus rend  wnwront.-^p.  9»  1.  19|  fer&n 
iheir.^^p.  19i  last  Hue  but  two,  drle  comma  after  (ea/f.— p.  31, 1  )• 
for  drf^rmx.  degree.^]),  3*2,  for  Section  II,  i*.  Section  I.-— p.  t9,  I  13, 
lor  9«;per(tf^  r.  »€parat€d^p,  83,  I.  9,  fdr  deceimedr.  dUcehkfdii^.  85^ 
li  1,  for  wmgacioiu  Tt  tagaeiofu-^^*  106,  I*  5,  for  cwuideratuim  t^  cm* 
ji</era(iof9-^)>,  10^.  l  28,  and  £9,  for  acdfngljf  r,  accor^nglf^  \^% 
Kote,  I  d,  bcfbre«t(fer. 'ecwf^.  148,  I  14,  for  ninn^Mv  r.  MMkri-^ 
p.  193,  I.  S|  foi  cbmpasitiotu  u  composilion — ^p.96,  last  line -for  After* 
doxyx,  heterodox jf^^.  «00,  1.  I^I,  for  vareigata  r.  rart«ya<a— p.  Std 
1  9,  after  Brittdm  a  periud  instead  of  a  cdrnma-* p.  222,  1.  4,  delete* 
in  coUecti>»n9^^\%.  937,  I.  10,  fur  supremary  r.  suprema^-^,  813^  last 
line  but  one.  fortoayr.  ifiay— p.  317,  1.  14,  fbr^ier.  /oje^Saioep. 
t  18,  fdr  miricteg  r.  uiiracirj^— p,  325,  I.  •?,  for  Su$a»nd  r.  Joamm^ 
p.  347  I.  M,  afterSi/M««/oto  a  cotnina-^and  the  oeactliiie,  fortaicrn 
<i»c^— p  353,  I.  3,  for  Founiian  r.  FovK^ain— p.  374.  I.  3,  for pregrU' 
she  r  progreMive-^,  d9^,  L  6,  ftbm  the  bottom,  after  iome  r.  ^ 
p.  400,  I  2,  and  14,  for  arftifary  r.  artntTary^^,  402,  1.26,  ibrdtr«c« 
#vm  r.  d|/-«c/l<m— p.  403,  L  2,  for  appelaiion  r.  appellatum^^*  507, 
I.  3,  fomotor.  fteto— p.  511,  note,  dele /Aem  in  1.  16— tame  page  1.^ 
6f  the  note,  fbr  ikey  teere  r.  it  toa«— p.  515,  1.  12,  for  da  r.  ^«— 9* 
517,  I.  3,  from  bottom,  for  1526,  r.  1256— p.  592,  note  1,  S.,  MS* 
ler^r.  aveiN^er^  aiiA 
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